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· .C 0 M P L A IN T 

I. 

The jurisdiction •f this Court is invoked under Title' 

28, United States Code, 1343()). This is a suit in equity 

authorized by law, Title 42, United States Code, 1983, to be 

commenc.ed by any eitizen of the United States or other person 

within the jurisdiction thereof to redre.ss the deprivation. 

under color of state statue, ordinance, regulation, custom 

or usage of rights, privileges and immunities secured by the 

equal protection clause of the Fourteenth Ame~dment to the 

Constitution o£ the United States, as hereinafter more fully 

appears. 

II. 

This is a proceeding for a.preliminary and p~rmanent 

injunction enjoining the defendants, the School Board of 

Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, 'and the Superintendent of Schools 

of Jefferson Parish, L•uisiana, their agents, representatives, 

employees and successors from continuining their policy, practice 

custem and usage of maintaining and operating a compulsory bi­

racial school system in the Parish and of assigning students, 

teachers and other school personnel.to the schools operated 

and controlled by them on the basis of race. 

III. 

Plainti£s brings this action as a class suit pursuant 

to Rule 23(a)(3) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure on 

.behalf of themselves'and on behalf of other Negro children and 

their parents in Jefferson Parish, similarly situated, all of 

whom are affected by the policy, practice, custom and usage 

complained of herein as more fully appears. The members of the 

class on behalf of which plaintiffs sue are so ~umerous as to 
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make i~ impractical to bring them all individually before this 

Ceurt, but there are co~on question-s of law and fac~ involvec;l; 

common grievances arising out of common wrongs and cemmon re- . 

lief is sought for each of the plaintiffs individually and for 

:each member of the class. Plaintiffs fairly and adequately 

represent the interests of the class. 

·rv. 

Infant and adult plaintiffs are Negro citizens of the 

United States and of the State_of Louisiana presently residing 

in Jefferson Pa~ish, Louisiana. The minor plaintiffs a~lege 

that they, and.each of them, are either currently attending 

the public free schools of Jefferson Parish or are in all 

material respects eligible to_ register, enroll, ·enter, attend 

classes and receive instruction in the public free schools of 

Jefferson Parish. The schools which minor plaintiffs currently 

attend are all limited by d~fendants to attendance by Negro 

children pursuant to the policy, practice, custom and usage 

of defendants. of operatin~ a compuls·ory biracial school system 

and assigning schooi children therein and other personnel on 

the grounds of race. The_minor plaintiffs bring this action 

by their parents, grandparents or legal guardians, as next 

friends, pursuant to Rule l?(c)_of the Federal Rules o£ Civil 

Proc.edure·. 

v. 

Defendants are the ·school Board of Jefferson Parish, 

Louisiana, a publi~ body corporate, organized and existing 

_under the laws of the State of Louisiana, and Paul J. Solis, 

Superintendent o£ the public schools of Jefferson Parish, 

Louisiana •. Paul J. Solis is the chief administrative offi~er 
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of 'the Scho.o'l Beard. The said Board is charged by the laws of 

the State of Louisian~ with .the duty of operating ~ system of 

free -public schools in the. Parish o and is presentl y operating 

the public sohoGls in the aforesaid Parish pursuant t o thdse 

laws. The School Board is sued in its corporate capacity; the 

Superintendent of Schools is sued in his official and individual 

capacities . 

VI. 

Defendants, acting under color of the l aws of Louisiana, 

have pursued for some time and are presently pursuing a p•liey, 

practice, custom and usage of operating '2-he public school systein 

in ·Jefferson Parish, Louisiana on a racially· segregated basis. 

Defendants maintain and ope~ate a compulsory biracial school 

system by the use · of .dual . school zon~ or attendance areas , de­

fendants make initial assignments of students to the publ ic 

schools under their om:itrol ... ~n the grounds ·or race and color. 

Principals , ~eache~.s and ot;her professional personnel :under 

defEmdants ' jurisdiction are likewise assigned to the schools 

on the basis of race and color.. Students initially assigned ta 

elementary schools designated as '"white" are thereafter assigned 
. . 

solely t o high schools· similarly designed. Students assigned 

initially to elementary schools denominated as Negro, are t here­

after ~ssigned solely to high schools similarly designated. In 

no case· are t he assignments of either· students, teachers, prin­

cipals or other professional personnel of the white race made 

to schools designated as Negro nor are assignments of· students, 

teachers , principals or other personnel of the Negro race as­

si~ed t~ schools desi gnated as white~ Defend~ts alse dis­

criminate against .plaintiffs herein and the members of the class 

represented by them in school construction, the formulation of 

budgets, and the disbursement ofschoel funds . SpecifiQally , 
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defendants construct elementary and high schools with reference 

to the maintenance of a compulsory biracial school system. De­

fendants herein also lim~tparticipation in extracurricular ac-

.tivities in the schools to one or the other race, separately. 

VII. 

{a) On or about July 15, 1964, a group of Negroes at­

tempted to register at West Jefferson High School in Harvey, 

Louisiana where they were advised by Mr. Joseph J. Martina, 

Principal of West Jefferson High School, that they would have 

to go to the Jefferson Parish School Board Office in Gretna; 

the Negroes imme~iately left West Jefferson High School and 

went to the Jefferson Parish Schoel Board Office in Gretna, 

where they were advised that under the present laws of Louisiana 

they could no~ be registered at West Jefferson High School. 

(b) On or about July 18, 1964, Lionel R. Cellins, at­

torney for plaintiffs wrote the defendant, Jefferson Parish 

School Board on b.ehalf of Negro children and their parents in 

Jefferson Parish requesting that the defendant school board 

cease operating the schools under their supervision on a racially· 

segregated basis and permit attendance thereat without dis­

tinction on the basis of race of color. This letter is attached 

to the complaint as EXhibit A. 

(c) Since the letter of July 18, 1964 from the attorney 

for the plaintiffs to the Jefferson Parish School Board no 

communication has been received from the said School Board nor 

have any steps been taken by ~he defendants toward desegregation 

of the parish's public schools as r,equested. 

. VIII. 

Plaintiffs and the members of the class which they re­

present are irreparably injured by the acts'of defendants com­

plained of herein. The continued operation by.defendants of a 
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compu1&ory bi~acial sehool system in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 

including the assignment of pupils, teachers, principals and 

o~her administrative personnel .on the ground of race, Lhe main­

ten~ae of dual zone ' lines or attendance areas baaed on race; 

the operation of the budget for the. schools on the basis of 

race ; the construction of schools on the basis of race; and the 

progranuning and plann-ing of extracurricular acti'lfitie·s on the 

basis of race violate the.rights of the plaintiffs and the· 

members ~f the class secured to them by the· equal protection 

clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 

United States . This irrepa~able injury to plaintiffs and their 

class Will GOntinue unl~SS and until defendants are enjOLnad by 

this Court . Any other relief to which plaintiffs and those 

similarly situated might be remitted would be attended by un-
, 

certainly and delay, would involve .a multiplicity of suits, cause 

furth er ~rrepara,ble injury and occasion damage, vexation and 

inconvenience and deny to plaintiffs and those similarly situated 

substantial relief. 

IX. 

By pr~or sc~ool . desegregation suits i n the State ef 

Louisiana, all state laws requiring compulsory racial school 

segregation were declared unco~stitutional, ·null and viod. In 

addition, the unconstitutionallity of compulsory racial school 

segregation as a general principle was judicially established 

over ten (10) years ago in the Br• wn case . Notwithstanding, 

·the Jefferson Parish Scho• l Board, with ten (10) years of notice 
. . . 

•f the unconstitutionality of Louisiana 's laws ~equiring com­

pulsory racial school segregation pius the actual invalidating 

Qf those l aws in prior Louisiana c~ses, has not made any ·start · 

toward the·. de~egre@atio~ of its school system thereby occasioning 
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the costly nece~sity os suit by the plain~iffs. Thus, for having 

to sue, plaintiffs should be allowed to recover court costs and 

attorneys fees. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs respectfully pray that the Court 

advance this cause on the docket and order a speedy hearing of 

this action according to law and after such he~ring: 

1. Enter a preliminary and per~ent injunction ' en­

joining defendants, their agents, representatives, employees 

and successors and all person~ in active concert and ~articipati• 

with them from continuing to operate a compulsory biracial school 

system in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, 

2. Enter a preliminary and permanent injunction en­

joining defendants, their agents, representatives, employees 

and successors and all persons in active concert and participatio 

with them from continuing to. maintain a dual scheme or patte~n 

of school zone lines or attendance area lines based en race or 

.color. 

3. Enter a preliminary and permanent injunction en­

j oining defendants, their agents, representatives,. employees 

and successors and all persom in active concert aqd participation 

with them from making initial ·assignments of ·pupils to the public 

scho.ols of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana on the basis •f race or 

color. 

4. Enter a preliminary and permanent injunction en­

Joining defendants, their agents, representatives, employees 

and successors and all persons in act ive concert and participation · 

wit h them from assigning teachers, principals and other pro­

fessional personnel to the public ·schools under their jurisdic-· 

tion on the basis of race or col•r. 

5. Enter a ·preliminary and permanent injunction en­

j eining defendants, ~heir agents, representatives, employees 

and successors and all persons in active cenc·ert and participati.:n 
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wit.h them from approving contracts, budgets and disbursing funds 

on the basis of race or. color .• 

6. .Enter preliminary and permanent injunction en­

joining defendants, their. agents, representatives, employees 

and successors and all persons in active concert and partic·ipat 

with them from constructing elementary and high schools in Jef 

ferson Parish, Louisiana on the basis ·of the dual attendance 

areas based on race or color. 

7. Enter preliminary and permanent injunction en­

joining defendants, their agents, repres~ntatives, employee? 

and s~ccessors and all persons in active concert and partioipati 

with them from programming and supporting extracurricular ac­

tivities which are limited soley to ane or • ther of the races . 
4 g. Enter preli~inary. and permanent i~j~ction en-

joining defendants, their agents, representatives , employees 

and successors and all persons in aotive concert and 

with them from programming continuing to make any other dis­

tinctions . in the 0peration of the school under their jurisdiction 

w~ich are based· solely on race or color. 

9. That this Court enter its order allowi ng,. granting 

and awarding unto plai·ntiffs court ·cos.ts and attorneys fees. 

In the alternative , plaintiffs pray that this court en-· 

ter a decree directing defendants to present a comp~.ete plan in 

a period of time to be determined by this Court for the re:­

organization of the entire school system of Jefferson Parish, 

Louisiana ~nto a unitary , nonracial system which shall include 

a plan for the assignment of pupil s, teachers , principals and 

other professional school personnel on a ·nonracial basis; the 

drawing of schoel zone or attendance area l ines on a nonracial 

basis; the allotment of funds, the construction of sch••ls, the 

approval of budgets on a nonracial basos and the elimination 

·of any other discrimination in the aperation of the school 

7 

e8of83 



~·-,. j I . 

/ ! • 

. -, 

' 
t -' . 

C~e 2:64--14801-~DE-JCW Oocuml t 1-6 Filed 02/22/08 P 

system or curricula which are based solely on race or color. 

Plaintiffs further pray that i n it~ decree directing 

def endants t o present ~ plan, this Court will require the sub­

mis-sion of a plan for_ completion of t he desegregation process 

in a period of t ime c·onsi derably shorter than twelve ye_ars and 

that this Court will make it ·clear that any 11grade-a-year1~ plan 

is not acceptable ten years.after the dec1s1•n in Br own v . Board 

. of Education , 347 u. S. 483. 

Pl aintiffs pray that if this Court directs defendants 

to produce. a ·desegregation plan that this Court will retain 

jurisdiction on this case pending court approval and f ull and 

complete i mplementation of·defendants' plan. 

Pla;int iffs pray that this Court will grant such other, 

further and _additional or alternative relief as may appear to 

the Co~t from time to time to be equitable, just ~nd pr oper. 

-....... _ ... 

PLEASE SERVE: 

JEFFERSON PARI SH SCHOOL BOARD 
519 HUEY · P. LONG AVENUE . . 
GRETNA, LOUISIANA · 

MR. PAUL· J . SOLIS, SUPERINTENDENT 
519 HUEY P. LONG AVENUE . 
GRE~N~ , - LOUIS1ANA 

713 13th Street 
Gretna, Louisiana 

A. P. Tureaud 
A. M. Trudeau , Jr . 
Ernest . N.. Morial 
1821 Orleans Avenue 
New Orleans 16 , La . 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
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