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"COMPLAINT
I.

The jurisdiction ef this Court is invbked under Title
28, United States Code, 1343{3). This is a suit in equity
authorized by law, Title 42, United States Code, 1983, %c be
commenced by any eitizen of the United States or other person
within the jurisdiction thereof to redress. the deprivation_
under color of étate étatue, ordinance, regulation, cusﬁbm
or usage of rights, privileges and immunities secured by the
equal protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, as hereinafter more'fully

appears.

II.

This 1s a proceeding for alpreliminary and permanent
injunetion enjoining the defendants, the School Board of
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, 'and the Superintendent of Schools
of Jefferson Parish, Leuisiana, their agents, representatives;
employees and successors Trom ¢ontinuining their policy, practice
custem and usage of maintaining and oparatlng a compulsory bi-
racial school system in the Parish and of assigning students,
teachers and other school personnel.to the schools operated

and controlled by them on the basis of race. )

III.

Plaintifs brings this action as a class suit pursuanﬁ
to Rule 23(a){3) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure on
behalf of themselves and on behalf of other Negro children and
thelr parents in Jefferson Parlsh similarly situated, all of
whom are dffected by the policy, Practice, custom and usage
complained of herein as more fully appears. The membersg of the

¢lass on behalf of which plaintiffs sue are so numerous as to
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make it impragtieal to bring thenm all individually before this
Ceurt, but there are common questions of iaw and fact involvedg'
commor grievances arising out of common wreongs and cemmon re- .
lief is soﬁght for each of the plaintiffs individually and for
‘each member of the class. Plaintiffs fairly and adequately

represent the interests of the class.

Iv.

Infant and adult plaintiffs are Negro citizens of the
United States and of the State of Louisigna presently residing
in Jefferson Parigh, Louisiana. The minor plaintiffs allege
ﬁhat they, and each of them, are sither currently attending
the public free schools of Jefferson Parish or are in all
material resﬁects eligible te register, enreoll, enter, attend
classes and receive instruction in the public free schoocls of
Jefferson Parish. The schools which minor plaintiffs currently
attend are all limited @y defendants to attendance by Negro |
children pursuant to the poiicy, practice, custom and usage
of defendants of operating a compulsory biracial school system
and assigning sehool children.therein and other_personnel on
the grounds of race. The minor plaintiffs bring this action
by their parents, grandparents or legal guardians, as next

 friends, pursuant %o Rule 17(c) of the Federal Rules of Civil

Procedure.

v.

Defendaﬁts are the'School Board of Jeffgrson Pafish,
Louisiana, a public bedy corporate, érganized and existing
under the laws of the State of Louisiana, and Paul J. Sclis,
Superintendent of the public schools of Jefferson Parish,

Louisiana. Paul J. Solis is the chief administrative officer
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of 'thé School Beard. The saild Board is éharg'ed by the laws of
the State of Louisiana-with_thé duty of operating a system of
free.publise schools in the Parish ¢ and 1s presentl y operating
the publie scheoels in the éforesaid Pariéh pursuant to thdse
laws. The School Boardlis sued in its cerporate capécity; the
Superintendent of Schools is sued in his official and individual

capacities.

VI.

Defendants, acting under color of the laws of Leuisiana,
have puréued for'sume time and are presently pursuing'a pelicy,
practice, custom and usage of operating she public school system
in-Jeffersoﬁ Parish, Louisiana on & racially segregated baéist
Defendants maintain and ope:atela compulsory biracial school
éystem by the use of dual school zone or attendance areas, de-
fendants make initial assignments of students to the public
schools under their control on the grounds of race and color.
Prlncipals, teachers and other professional personnel under
defendants' jurisdiction are likewise assigned to the schools
on the basis of race and'color; Students initially assigned te
elementary schools desighated as "white™ are thereafter assigned
solely to high schools similarly designéd. Students assigned
initially to elementary schools denominated as Negro, are there-~
after assigned solely to high schools similarly designated. In
no case-are the assignments of eithenr students, teachers, prin-
clpals or other professional personnel of the white race made
to schools designated as Negro nor are asgignments of students,
teachers, principals or other personnel of the Negro race ag-
signed to schools designated as whiteé% Defendgnts alse dis-
criminate agginst-plaintiffs herein and the members of the class
represented by them in school construction, the formulation of

budgets, and the disbursement ofschoel funds. Specifically,
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‘defendants construct elementary and high schools with reference

fendants herein also limitparticipation in extracurricular ac-

tivities in the schools to one or the other race, separately.

~ School Board on behalf of Negro children and their parents in

B - e

-

te the maintoﬁanoe of a compulsory biracial school system, De-

VII.

{a}l On or about July 15, 1564, a groop of Wegroes at-
tempted te register at West Jefferson High School in Harvey,
Louisiana where they wére advised by Mr. Joseph J. Martina,
Principal of West Jefferson High School, that they would have
to go to the Jefferson Parish School Board Office in Gretna;
the Negroes iﬁme@iatolﬁ left West Jefferson High School and
went to the Jefferson Parish Schoel Board Office in Gretna,
where they were advised that under the present laws of Louisiana .
they could not, be registered at West Jefferson High School.

(b} On or about July 18, 1964, Lionel R. Gellins, at-

torney for'plaintiffs wrete the defendant, Jefferson Parish

Jeffersoo Parish requesting that the defendant school board
cease operatlng the schools under their supervision ¢n a racially
segregated basis and permit attendance thereat without dis-
tlnotlon on the basis of race of color. Thig letter is attached
to the eomplaint as Exhibit A.

{c) Since the letter of July 18, 1964 from the attorney
for the plalntiffs to the Jefferson Parish School Board no
communication has been reoeived from the said School Board nor
have any steps been taken by the defendants toward desegregation
of the parish®s public schools as requested,

VIII.
Plaintiffs ang the members of the class which they re-

present are irreparabiy injured by the acts of defendants come

plained of herein. The continued operation by.defendants of a
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compulsory biracial school system in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana
inciuding the assigﬂment of pupils, teachers, principals and
other administrative personnel on the ground of race, the main-
tenance of duhl zone linés or attendance areas based on race;
the operation of the budget for the schools on the basis of
race; the construction of schools on the basis of race; and the
programming énd planning of extracurricular actitities on the
basis of raece violate the rights of the plaintiffs and the"
members of the class secured to them by the equal protection

cléuse of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the

‘United States. This irrepar. able injury to plaintiffs and their

class will continue unless and until defendants are enjoined by
this Court. Any other relief to which plaintiffé and those
51m11arly situated might be remltted would be attended by un—
certainly and delay, would involve a mult1p11c1ty of sults, cause
further irreparable 1n3ury and occasion damage, vexation and

inéonvenience and deny te plaintiffs and those 51mllarly situated
substantial relief.

IX,

By prmor school desegregation suits in the State ef
Loulslana, all state laws requiring compulsory racial school
segregatlon were declared unconstitutional, mull and vicd. In
addltlon, the unconstitutionallity of compulsory racial school
segregation as a general brinciple was Judicially established

over ten (10) years ago in the Brewn case. Notwithstanding,

‘the Jefferson Parish Schosel Board, with ten (10) years of notice

of the unconstitutionallty of Louisiana's laws requlrlng com-
pulsory racial school segregation plus the actual invalldatlng
of those laws in prior Loulslana cases, has not made any -start

toward theﬁdeaegregation of its school system thereby occasioning
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this action according to law and after such hearing:

-

the costly necessity os suit by the plaintiffs. Thus, for having
to sue, pleintiffs should be allowed ﬁo recover court costs and
attorneys fees. . .

| WHEREFQORE, plaintiffe respectfully pray that the Court

advance this cause on the docket and order a speedy hearing of

1. Enter a preliminary and permanent injunction en-
Joining defendants, their agents, representatives, employees
and successors and all pereone in active concert and participatien
with them from continuing-to operate a compulsory biracial school
system in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana,

' 2. Enter a preliminary and permanent injunction en-
Jjoining defendants, their agents, repreeentetives, empioyees
Iand successors and all persons in active concert and participation
with them from continuing to maintain a dual scheme or pattern
of school zone lines or attendance area lines based en race or
color. I

3. Enter a preliminary and permanent injunction en-
joining defendante, their agents, reprasentatives, employees
and successors and all persoms in active concert and partlcipation
with them from meking initial assignments of ‘pupils to the publlc
schools of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana on the basis ef race or
coler. |

' La Enter a pfeli@iﬁery and perﬁanent injunctioh en-

jpining defendants, their agents, representatives, employees
and sueccessors end all persons in active concert and partlclpatlon'
with them from assigning teachers, prin01pals and other pro-
feeslonal personnel to the public gchools uvnder their Jurlsdlc—
tion on the basis of race or coler.

5. Enter a preliminary and permanent injunction en-
Jeining defendants, their agents, representatlvee, employees

and sucgessors and all persons in active Cencert and participatien




tinctions. in the eperation of the school upder their jurisdictiou

'of_any other discrimination in the eperation of the school

=
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with them from approving contracts, budgets and disbursing funds
on the Basis of race or color. |

6. .Enter preliminary and permanent injunction en-
joining defendants, their'agents, representatives, employees _
and sueccessors and all persons in active concert and participation
with them from constructing elementary and high schools in Jef
ferson Parish, Louisiana on the basis of the dual attendance
areas based on race or color,

s Enter preliminary and permanent injunction en-
joining defendants,.their agents, represéntatives; employees
and successors and all persons in active concert and participation
with them from programming and supporting_extracurricular ac-
tivities which are limited soley to ane or ttherbof the races.

"8, Eﬁter preliminary and permanent iﬁgﬁnction en-
joining defendants, their agsnts, representatlves, esmployees
and successors and all persons in active concert and part101pat10n

w1th them from programming continuing to make any other dis-

which are baséd-solely on race Qr color.

9. That this Court enter its order allowing, granting
and awarding unte plaintiffs court costs and attorneys fees.

In the alternatlve, plaintiffs pray that this court en~
ter a decree directing defendants %o present a complete plan in
a period of time to be determined by this Court for the re-
organization of the entiré gchool system of Jeffarsgon Parish,
Louisiana into a unitary, nonracial system which shall include
a plan for tﬁe assignment of pupils, teachers, principals and
other professional school personnsl on a nenracial baéis; the
drawing of schoel zone or attendance area lines on a nonracial
basis; the allotment’of funds, the construction of scheels, the

appreval of budgets on a nonracial bagos and the elimination
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system or curricula which are based solely on race or coloy.
Plaintiffs further pray ﬁhat in its decree dirgcting
defendants to present a plan, this Court will require the sub-
mission of a plan for completion of the desegregation process
in a period of ﬁime considerably shorter than twelve years and

that this Court will make it clear that any "grade-a-year” plan

is not acceptable ten years after the decisien in Brown v. Board

. of Bducation, 347 Us S. 483.

Plaintiffs pray that if this Court directs defendants
to produee.a'désegregation plan tﬁat this Court will retain
Jurisdiction oﬁ this eass pending court approval and full and
complete implemeﬁtation of-defendants' pian.

Plaintiffs pray that this Court will grant such other,
further and additional or alternative relief as_méy apﬁear to

the Court frqm time to time to be egquitable, just and proper.

et Lionel R.“Collins
713 13th Streat
Gretna, Louisiana

A. P. Tureaud

A. M. Trudeau, Jr.
Frnest N. Morial
1321 Orleans Avenue
New Orleans 16, La.

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

PLEASE SERVE;

JEFFERSON PARISH SCHCOL BOARD
519 HUEY P. LONG AVENUE =
GRETNA, LOUISTANA - :

MR. PAUL'J. SOLIS, SUPERINTENDENT
519 HUEY P. LONG AVENUE .
GRETNA, LOUISIANA




