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UNJ:TED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DJ:STRJ:CT OF LOUISIANA 

NEW ORLEANS DIVISJ:ON 
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I , 

LENA VERN DA~TDRJ:DGE SECTioN "A" 

vs. 

JEFFERSON PARI~H SCHOOL BOARD 
ET AL 

Q R DE R 

CIVIL ACTION 

On May 10, 1971, plaintiffs in this action moved for 

further relief in their continuing effort to have a truly uni-

tary school system established in Jefferson Par.ish, Louisian~. 

The basis of their position is that at present there remain 

1/ 
four all-black schools and fifteen all-white, or virtually all-

white schools
2

/ in the Jeff~rson Parish School Syste m whic~ com-

prises 75 s chools. The relief sought is that this court direct 

the Jefferson Parish sc~ool Board to formulate a new desegre-

gation plan which, through racial b~lance , would eliminate the 

racial identification of any particular school . I n addition, 

plaintiffs ask that the ~~ulty~ach school be ~ntegrated 

in substantially the same ratio of white to black teachers as 

exists between white and black teachers throughout the ~cbool 

system and that the School Board henceforth hire new teachers 

on a nonracia l basis. 

In t he seven years that this court bas had jurisdiction 

over this case, several desegregation orders have been issued 

to the J e fferson Parish School Board and the school system has 

made significant accomplishments . During this period the Supreme 

Court has continued to ru1e on the meaning and implementation 

of the equa l educational opportunity doctrine require d by the 

Fourteenth Amendment and enunciated in Brown v . Board of Educa-

tion, 347 u.s. 483 (1954). 

JUL 1(~· 
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In Green v. County School Board, 391 u.s. 430 {1968} , 

·the Supreme Court comroande~ school boaras to formulate desegre

gation plans that would rea~istically and effectively remove 

de jure school segregation. The immediacy of this command was 

reiterated in Alexander v. Holmes,County Board of Education, 

396 u.s . i9 (1969). 

It was not until April 20, 1971, however, that the 

Supreme Court specifically answered the question .of what means 

. might be constitutionally ut ilized "to e1fminate from the public 

schools all vestiges of state-imposed segregation." SWann v. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education, 91 s. Ct. 1267,1275 

{1971) • The evidenc.e, . a.dduced since this case was r eopened in-

dicates that the Jefferson Parish School System served almost 

6?,000 P.UPils in 75 ~chools during the 1970-1971 school 
"1,._,.. __ ... ~4' 

year. Approximately_a(Lpercent of the pupils are ,white a nd 
· .. · 

20 percent are black. Presently more than 25 percent of the 

Jefferson Parish public schools are sc~eduled to remai n segre-

gated or vir~ual~y seg~egated in the 1971-1972 school year . 

These 19 one-;-race schools (four. all~black a ·nd 15 all-White. or 
I 

virtually· all-:whi te) will e~compass appro.ximately 1~, 000 --~~~~~s, 

roughly 21 percent of the totaL 
·.----- .. .. .. ~ --·- -..._ .... ,. 

While the court feels that the Parish has increasingly 

realized its legal duty to provide an equal educational opportunity 

to pupils of all races and that a sp~rit of cooperation has 

generally prevailed, .the present situation must now be examined 

in light o~ ~· The School Board has asserted that a unitary sys-

tem h as been adopted and that fur ther relief is unwarranted because 

of r esidential patterns that would necessitate the daily busing 

of young children over lengthy and unsafe routes in the Parish. 
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In the hearing and conferences thus far held, however, plain-

tiffs have demonstrated that massive busing is not the only 

solution available to overcom~ng the vestiges of the dual 

school system that previous ly existed in Jefferson Parish. 

Plaintiffs have suggested rezoning the present school districts 

and/or pairing schools in adjacent districts where possible. 

The ~ decision endorsed various m~s for the in-

stitution of a genuinely unitary system, leaving the means selected 

within the ~udge.'s discretion so lo~g as tJle means adopted ----· .... -.... ...........__ .. ~-"'- _ .... -· ........ _............ . .. . : ............... . :·· · 

is an ef!;_q~~medy. Concerning situations where some integra
..__-

\ 

tio~ has taken place but where segregated scho6ls remain, Mr. 

Chief Justice Burger stated: 

"[IJt. should ·be clear that the e:x:istemce of some small 
number of one-race, or virtually one-race, schools 
with.in a· d;i.strict is not i n and of itself the mark 
of q system which still practices segregation by law. 
The district judge or school authorities should 
make every effort 'to achieve the .greatest possible 

. d/W~TI 'l degree of actual desegregat~on an thus necessar1 y 
be concerned with the elimination of one-race schools. 
No ~er se rule can adequately embrace all the diffi
culties of reconciling the competing interests in
volved; but in a system with a history of segregation 
the need for remedial criteria of sufficient specificity 
to assure a school authority's compliance with its 
constitutional duty warrants a presumption against 
schObls that are substantially disproportionate in 
their racial composition. Where the school authority's 

·proposed plan for conversion from a .dual to a unitary 
system contemplates the continued e.xistence of some 
schools that are all or predomina tely of one race, 
they have the burden .of showing that such school assign
ments are genuinely nondiscriminatory. The court 
should scrutinize such schools, and the burden upon 
the school authorities will be to satisfy the court 
that their racial composition is not the · ;result of 
present or past discriminatory a~tion on their part.u 

91 S. Ct. at 1281. 

It is the view of this court that the School Board has 

not met its burden of justifying the continued existence of such 
, 

a substantial nC~ber of. one-race schools. It is therefore 

necessary that the School Board officials of Jefferson Parish 
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devise a remedial desegregation plan that will fully satisfy 

the constitutional requirements of a unitary system. 

While it is the duty and responsibility of the School 

Board to formulate a constitutionally sound plan, the court 

suggests that the parties enter into cooperative consultation 

in order to resolve the current deficiencies as expeditious·ty 

as possible. The School Board is to be guided by the racial· 

balance concept, but, in doing so, careful a~aly~is should be 

given to the neighborhoods of each school district and every 

effort should be made to preserve geographic.zoning criteria 

where there is no conflict with constitutional requirements. 

While busing is a permissible tool for school desegregation, and 

undoubtedly will be necessary to some extent, all parties have 

stated that there are practical limitations on the extent of 

any additional busing which might be required. In. other words 

this court feels that busing should be a last resort remedy. 

The School Board should therefore consider.the modifi

cation of existing boundaries of school zones, pairing, and, if 

necessary, general rezoning. In the future, it might be added, 

new schools should be strategically located to enhance desegrega

tion. 

IT IS T.BEREFORE ORDERED that the Jefferson Parish 

School Board, in cooperative consultation with counsel for plain

tiffs, formulate a desegregation plan for the public schools of 

Jefferson Parish. This plan is to comport with the requirements 

of Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of ~ducation, 91 S.Ct. 1267 

(1971), and with the guidelines set forth hereinabove. 

The new plan is to be submitted by the School Board 

to the court for approval not later than August 2, 1971, and it 
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is to be implemented in the forthcoming (1971-1972) school year. 

While this may place a temporary burden on the School Board, the 

time for delay is past. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Jefferson Parish School 

Board integrate the faculty of each school so that the ratio of 

white to b.lack teachers .in an individual school reflects the 

ratio of white to black teachers in the school system as a whole • 

.. 
New Orleans; Louisiana, this 9th day of July, 1971~ · 
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LENA VERN DANDRIDGE SECTION· "An 

vs. NO. 14,801 

JEFFERSON P~SH SCHOOL BOARD, .ET AL CIViL ACTION 

FOOTNOTES 

1/ The all-black public schools and their enrollments are: 

t ;.t>/ Fourth Ward Elementary School (867) , Granville T. Woods Ele
~~~~~ 
r mentary School (380), Percy Julian Elementary School (580), 

_and washington Elementary School '(697). 

Another all-black school, Avondale Gardens, has been dis
continued as of the clo~e of ~his p~st school year. 

2/ The all-white or substantially all-white schools and their 
enrollments are: 

John Quincy Adams Junior High school (i060), T. H. Harris 
Junior High School (17.37), Airline Park Elementary .. School (915), 
Alice Birney Elementary School (867), Alexander Elementary 
school (586), George A. cox Elementary School (957), J. c. 
Ellis Elementary scliool (710), Harvey Elementary School (748), 
Phoebe Hearst Elementary School (923), Madison Elementary 
School (1101), Metairie Grammar School (4Ql), Terrytown Elemen
tary School (892), Wes~gate Elementary School (693), Bissonet 
Plaza Elementary Schooi· (1038) and East End Elementary School 
(61.,3) • 

The public school superintendent of Jefferson Parish stated 
that two other schools, John Clancy Elementary School (848) and 
Catherine Strehle.Elementa,ry School (956), are alr~ady scheduled 
to be substantially i~egrat~~ .. .!.~-~0~ .. l~1l::.l97.2,-.51~hool year. 


