
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, HOUSTON DIVISION 

 
 
RUSSELL, et al. 
 
Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS, et al. 
 
Defendants. 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 

Case No. 4:19-cv-00226 
(Class Action) 

The Honorable Lee H. Rosenthal 
U.S. District Judge 

 

 
NOTICE OF TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER  

AGAINST EXECUTIVE ORDER GA 13 
 

Plaintiffs write to alert the Court that Governor Abbott’s Executive Order GA 13 (Dkt. 

53-1) has been temporarily enjoined in Texas state civil district court as an unconstitutional 

infringement on judicial power by the Executive under Texas law. 

On April 8, 2020, the Sixteen County Criminal Court at Law Judges in Harris County, the 

Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, Capital Area Private Defender Service, Austin 

Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, and NAACP Texas sued Governor Greg Abbott and 

Attorney General Ken Paxton, seeking to enjoin enforcement of Executive Order GA 13, which 

purports to prohibit judges from issuing personal bonds to certain categories of people arrested in 

Texas. On April 10, 2020, the District Court of Travis County, Texas, 459th Judicial District, held 

oral argument on Plaintiffs’ Motion for Temporary Restraining Order (“TRO”) and issued a TRO, 

enjoining Defendants “from enforcing Executive Order GA-13 against judges.” Exhibit 1 

(Temporary Restraining Order & Order Setting Hearing for Temporary Injunction). In an 

accompanying letter, the court confirmed that, even in times of crisis, judges have a “legal 

obligation to balance the interests of the public, individuals accused, but not convicted of criminal 
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offenses, and the victims of those alleged offenses,” that “[t]his exercise of judicial discretion falls 

squarely within the purview of the judicial brach,” and that it cannot “be taken away [] by the 

executive branch.” Exhibit 2.  

 
Date: April 11, 2020      Respectfully Submitted, 

/s/ Alec Karakatsanis              /s/ Neal S. Manne 
/s/ Elizabeth Rossi Neal S. Manne 
Alec George Karakatsanis (Pro Hac Vice) Texas Bar No. 12937980 
alec@civilrightscorps.org nmanne@susmangodfrey.com 
Elizabeth Rossi (Pro Hac Vice) Lexie G. White 
elizabeth@civilrightscorps.org Texas Bar No. 24048876 
Civil Rights Corps lwhite@susmangodfrey.com 
1601 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 800 Joseph S. Grinstein 
Washington, DC 20009 Texas Bar No. 24002188 
Telephone: (202) 681-2721 jgrinstein@susmangodfrey.com 
 SUSMAN GODFREY L.L.P. 
s/ Mimi Marziani 1000 Louisiana Street, Suite 5100 
Mimi Marziani (Pro Hac Vice)   Houston, Texas 77002 
Texas State Bar No. 24091906 Telephone: (713) 651-9366 
Liyah Brown (Pro Hac Vice)    Facsimile: (713) 654-6666  
D.C. Bar No. 500149     
Texas Civil Rights Project /s/ Michael Gervais 
405 N Main St, Suite 716 Michael Gervais (Pro Hac Vice) 
Houston, TX 77002     mgervais@susmangodfrey.com 
Phone: 512-474-5073 ext 118    SUSMAN GODFREY L.L.P. 
liyah@texascivilrightsproject.org   1900 Avenue of the Stars, #1400  
mimi@texascivilrightsproject.org   Los Angeles, CA 90067   
       Telephone: (310) 789-3100 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that on April 11, 2020 a true and correct copy of this document properly was served 

on counsel of record via electronic filing in accordance with the USDC, Southern District of Texas 

Procedures for Electronic Filing. 

 
/s/ Elizabeth Rossi    
Elizabeth Rossi 
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