
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ROME DIVISION 

) 

MAURICE WALKER, on behalf of  ) 

himself and others similarly situated, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

v. ) 

CIVIL ACTION 

NO. 4:15-CV-170-SCJ 
) 

CITY OF CALHOUN, GEORGIA, ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 

) 

ORDER 

On February 18, 2020, the Court granted final approval to the parties’ class 

settlement and directed Plaintiff to file his motion for attorney’s fees.  (Doc. 138.)  

Plaintiff’s motion for attorney’s fees is now before the Court.  (Doc. 139.)   

In accordance with Fed. R. Civ. P. 54(d)(2)(C), the relevant facts pertaining 

to this litigation and to Plaintiff’s motion for attorney’s fees are set forth in the 

final order issued by this Court.  (Doc. 138.)  Those facts are incorporated and 

adopted in the instant order. 

Further, in accordance with Fed. R. Civ. P. 54(d)(2)(C), the Court concludes 

as a matter of law that Plaintiff is entitled to the award of fees sought.  Under 

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23(h), in a certified class action, “the court may 
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award reasonable attorney’s fees and nontaxable costs that are authorized by law or 

by the parties’ agreement.”  Here, the fees sought by Plaintiff are both authorized 

by law (for the reasons set forth in Plaintiff’s brief) and agreed to by the parties.  

As part of the settlement of this matter, the parties have agreed to an award of 

$30,000 in attorney’s fees for Mr. Walker’s counsel in lieu of a fee petition under 

42 U.S.C. § 1988.   

Based on the nearly five-year duration of this case and the Court’s 

experience with this case and similar cases brought in the Northern District and 

Rome Division, the Court finds that the parties’ agreed fee award of $30,000 is 

well within the range of a reasonable fee award.  The Plaintiff’s motion for 

attorney’s fees is hereby GRANTED.  Defendant shall mail payment of attorney’s 

fees to class counsel within 30 days of the date of this Order.  

SO ORDERED this _____ day of ____________________, 2020. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

25th February

s/Steve C. Jones
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