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Intimidated by Faribault Somalis
Eric Dolski (hilps Swww.southemminn comiusersiprofilefericdolski)  May 13, 2013

-
To the Eastor,

On Saturday afternoon, | was walking my two lithe dogs eastbound on the sdewalk on 10th Ave. Southwest. As | approached Donahue’s Greenhouse, |
observed three Somali young men, they appeared (o be late teens, early 20s, carrying what appeared (o be long sticks. They were beating these sticks,
aimlessly, agamst the windows, fence and flowers of the Donahue complex

My joumey would require that | pass by them.

Not knowing what they had in mind, or the purpose in what they were doing, | felt intimidated | had to make a quick decssion as to wheather 1o nsk
possible harm to my dogs and me, or to aiter my route. Since there are no sidewalks on the west side of 10th Ave | it would necessitate wallkang on the
road on busy 10th Ave. That too 15 nsky. Not wanting 1o confront these men, | chose the latter As | proceeded past them, they shouted at me, epdaphs
that |, of course, was unable 10 understand, but | could tell by the intonation that they were not complimentary

A very kind genlleman, who hiad observed my phght, stopped and asked if we were OK or if we were in need of assistance. | would | ke lo convey my
thanks 1o this gentieman lor the concemn he expressed,

Itis very mtimating, 1o me, o observe thase people loitering evarywhere | go, whather it be on the sidewalk by Donahue's, on virlually every comer of
Central Ave_, or the trails, which | usad to like to walk or nde bicycle_ | fail to understand why our beautiful city permits this activity.
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A recent article in the Faribault Daily News reported "The Somalis live in fear," well, | live in fear of them. This incident has not diminished this fear.
Anita Underdahl

Faribault

Eric Dolski (https://www.southernminn.com/users/profile/ericdolski)
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