






















March 22, 2020

GOVERNOR

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

4;3 OCLOCK

Secretary of State

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-09 relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19
disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

GREG ABBOTT

Attachment

POST OFFICE Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VoICE) DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SERVICES

EXHIBIT 4
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas

March 22, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GAO9

Relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 13,
2020, certifying under Section 418.0 14 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the State of
Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of State Health Services has determined that, as of March 19,
2020, COVID- 19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the
Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, I issued an executive order in accordance with the President’s
Coronavirus Guidelines for America, as promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and mandated certain obligations for
Texans that are aimed at slowing the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, a shortage of hospital capacity or personal protective equipment would hinder
efforts to cope with the COVID-19 disaster; and

WHEREAS, hospital capacity and personal protective equipment are being depleted by surgeries
and procedures that are not medically necessary to correct a serious medical condition or to
preserve the life of a patient, contrary to recommendations from the President’s Coronavirus
Task Force, the CDC, the U.S. Surgeon General, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services; and

WHEREAS, various hospital licensing requirements would stand in the way of implementing
increased occupancy in the event of surge needs for hospital capacity due to COVLD-19; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting... the dangers to the state and people
presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, and the
legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.0 12, the “governor may issue executive orders... hav[ing] the
force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.0 16(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business or the orders or rules
of a state agency if strict compliance with the provisions, orders, or rules would in any way
prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with a disaster;” and
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WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the
COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, confinement in jail
for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and authority
vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order that, beginning
now and continuing until 11:59 p.m. on April 21, 2020, all licensed health care professionals and
all licensed health care facilities shall postpone all surgeries and procedures that are not
immediately medically necessary to correct a serious medical condition of, or to preserve the life
of, a patient who without immediate performance of the surgery or procedure would be at risk for
serious adverse medical consequences or death, as determined by the patient’s physician;

PROVIDED, however, that this prohibition shall not apply to any procedure that, if performed in
accordance with the commonly accepted standard of clinical practice, would not deplete the
hospital capacity or the personal protective equipment needed to cope with the COVID- 19
disaster.

At the request of the Texas Health and Human Services Commission, I hereby suspend the
following provisions to the extent necessary to implement increased occupancy in the event of
surge needs for hospital capacity due to COVTD-19:

25 TAC Sec. 133.1 62(d)(4)(A)(iii)(I);
25 TAC Sec. 133. 163(O( 1)(A)(i)(fl)—(ffl);
25 TAC Sec. 133.1 63(fl( 1)(B)(i)(ffl)—(W);
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(m)(1)(B)(ii);
25 TAC Sec. 133. 163(t)(1)(B)(iii)—(iv);
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(1)(C);
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(5)(B)—(C); and
any other pertinent regulations or statutes, upon written approval of the Office of the
Governor.

This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until 11:59 p.m. on April 21, 2020,
unless it is molif ‘ - rescinded, or superseded by me or by a succeeding governor.

Given under my hand this the 22nd day of
March, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor
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RIJTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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No. D-1-GN-20-001610 
 
TEXAS DEMOCRATIC PARTY, et al., §  IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
     Plaintiffs § 
 § 
and  § 
 § 
ZACHARY PRICE, LEAGUE OF  § 
WOMEN VOTERS OF TEXAS,  § 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  § 
OF AUSTIN-AREA, MOVE TEXAS  § 
ACTION FUND, § 
WORKERS DEFENSE  § 
ACTION FUND,  § 
     Intervenors/Plaintiffs § 
 § 
v. §  TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 § 
DANA DEBEAUVOIR IN HER § 
CAPACITY AS TRAVIS COUNTY § 
CLERK, § 
     Defendant § 
 § 
and § 
 § 
STATE OF TEXAS, § 
     Intervenor/Defendant §  201st JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 

ORDER MODIFYING CERTAIN EARLY VOTING PROCEDURES 
 
 On April 15, 2020, the Court considered Travis County Clerk Dana DeBeauvoir’s Counter-

Petition to Modify Certain Early Voting Procedures.  All parties were present and appeared 

through counsel of record.  Having considered the pleadings, the evidence, the arguments of 

counsel, and the relevant law, this Court is of the opinion that the early voting periods for the 

special election for State Senate District No. 14 scheduled for July 14, 2020, and the primary runoff 

elections for candidates for the Texas Democratic Party and the Republican Party of Texas, also 

scheduled for Tuesday, July 14, 2020, should be aligned. 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the Governor of Texas certified that the novel coronavirus 
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(COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster and, under the authority vested in the Governor 

by Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code, declared a state of disaster for all counties in 

Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services has 

determined that, as of March 19, 2020, COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the 

meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and  

WHEREAS, also on March 19, 2020 and March 31, 2020, the Governor issued executive 

orders in accordance with the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America, as promulgated by 

President Donald Trump and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and mandated certain 

obligations for Texans that are recommended by federal guidelines and aimed at slowing the 

spread of COVID-19, and additional guidance to the public has recommended use of face 

coverings in public settings while maintaining social distancing; and 

WHEREAS, on March16, 2020, the Governor ordered the special election for Texas State 

Senate District No. 14 to be held on Tuesday, July 14, 2020, for the purpose of electing a state 

senator to serve out the unexpired term of the Honorable Kirk Watson and indicated early voting 

by personal appearance in the special election for the State Senate District No. 14 should begin on 

Monday, June 29, 2020, in accordance with Sections 85.001(a) and (c) of the Texas Election Code; 

and  

WHEREAS, on March 20, 2020, the Governor issued a proclamation postponing the Texas 

Democratic Party and Republican Party of Texas’ primary runoff elections date to July 14, 2020, 

with early voting by personal appearance to begin on July 6, 2020, in accordance with Section 

85.001(b) of the Texas Election Code; and 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 85.001(d) of the Texas Election Code, Dana DeBeauvoir, 

Travis County Clerk, has the authority to determine the earliest practicable date on which the early 

voting by personal appearance period shall begin if it is not possible to begin on the prescribed 

date; and 

WHEREAS, Senate District No. 14 encompasses portions of Travis and Bastrop Counties 

and the election officials for each County agree that aligning the in-person early voting periods for 

the special election for State Senate District No. 14 and the primary runoff elections for candidates 

for the Texas Democratic Party and the Republican Party of Texas as set forth in this order is 

necessary; and      

WHEREAS, the parties reasonably anticipate that due to COVID-19, the associated 

executive orders and public health guidance issued by local, state, and federal authorities, and the 

difficulties of safely establishing and staffing polling locations for voting by personal appearance 

for an extended period of time will not be possible; and 

WHEREAS, conducting multiple elections in overlapping voting precincts with the same 

election date but divergent early voting by personal appearance periods would likely cause voter 

confusion and would further require that many voters appear in person twice in order to vote, 

unnecessarily increasing activities contrary to the goals of Stay at Home Orders issued by the 

Governor, the County Judge, and the Mayor of the City of Austin; and 

WHEREAS, aligning the early voting periods for the State Senate District No. 14 election 

and the party’s respective primary runoff elections will allow individuals the right to vote by 

personal appearance while minimizing the risk of exposure to and spread of COVID-19 among 

poll workers, poll watchers, voters, and the community, conserving resources, and reducing 

confusion to voters. 
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THEREFORE, the Court hereby ORDERS that, in accordance with Section 85.001(d) of 

the Texas Election Code, early voting by personal appearance in the special election for the State 

Senate District No. 14 shall begin on Monday, July 6, 2020, and run through Friday, July 10, 2020 

so that it runs concurrently with the early voting period for the parties’ respective primary runoff 

elections. 

 

Signed on April _______, 2020.  

       
_________________________________ 

      THE HONORABLE TIM SULAK 
      JUDGE PRESIDING 

 
 
 
 
Agreed as to content and form:  
 
_______________________________ 
Bryan Goertz, Bastrop County District Attorney 




