
ORDINANCE 2006-19 
OFFICIAL ENGLISH ORDINANCE 

I I BE IT ODAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAZLETON AS FOLLOWS: 

I I SECTION I .  TITLE 

This chapter shall be l o z o ~ ~ ~ z  and niay be cited as the "City of Hazletoiz Oficial Elzglisli 
Ordi~za~zce. " 

I I SECTION 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 

I I Tlie People of the City of Hazleton find and declare. 

I I A. Tlzat the E~zglish laizguage is the comnzo~z latzgzmage of the City of Hazleto~i, of 
tlze Coiiinzo~z~~ealtl~ of Pe~z~zsjrh~ania atid of the U~zited States. 

B. Tlzat the use of a conzrlzolz larzgziage removes barriers of nzisu~zdersta~ldi~zg and 
helps to unzfi tltepeople of Ciiy ofHazleton, tlze Conznzon~~ealtl~ of 
Pe~znsyh~ania, and the United States, and helps to enable thefill1 econonric and 
civicparticipation of all its citizens, regardless of r~atiorzal origin, creed, race 
or other characteristics, aid tllus a coiizpelli~zg gover~inze~ztal interest exists in 
promoting, presen~ing, arzd strengthe~li~ig the use of the E~zglisA language. 

C. Tlzatprofcierzcy in tlze English la~zguage, as well as irz la~zgcmges otlzer tliarz 
the English la~zgzmage, benefits the City of Hazleton both ecoizon~ically and 
czmltzlrally and shotlld be erzcouraged. 

D. That, in additiolz to nlzy other ways topronzoteproficieircy iiz the English 
la~zgzlage, the goveninzent of tlie City of Hazletolz call pronzoteproficiency in 
English by zlsiizg the E~iglish lalzguage in its oficial actio~is and activities. 

E. Tliat in today's nzoden1 socie01, tlie City of Hazletorz nzay also need toprotect 
a~zdprese~i~e the riglzts of tllose ~ ~ h o  spealc o~ily the E~zglish la~zguage to use or 
obtain goven~~~~e~ztaIp~'ogra~i~s and be~zefits. 

F. That the governnzent of tlie City of Hazletolz car1 redzrce costs a~zdprol~iote 
eficie~zcy irr its roles as enrploj~er and as a goverlznle~zt of tl~epeople, by t~sing 
the English langzlage in its oficial actioris nizd activities. 

I / SECTION 3. OFFICUL BNGLISHDECLAR4TION 

A. The English la~tgrlnge is the oficial laizgzlage of the City of Hazletorz, 



B. Tlte City Cozrilcil, Mayo?; arid ofjicials of tlze City of Hazleton shall take all steps 
necessa7-y to iitstrre tliat the role of English as tlze common lang~~age of the City of 
Hazleton is preserved and e~zhaltced. 

I I C. Tlie gover~tnzent City of Hazleto~l shall ntalce rzopolicy that di?izinishes or ignores tlze 
role of Englis11 as tlze coiizilzolt lattgzmage of tlie City ofHazletolz. 

D. Official actions of the City of Hnzleton that bind or conznzit tlze City of Hazleton or 
that give tlte appearance ofpresentirig the oficial views orpositioil of the City of 
Hazletotz shall be taken in the English language, aizd in 710  otlzer language. Unofficial 
or 71071-bil~rlilzg tr.anslations or explanations of oficial actiolts litay beprovided 
separateljt in laizgzrages other tllalz English, ifthey are appropriately labeled as stlch 
a7zd refereitce is n~ade to a nzetliod to obtain the official action: tiizless othelwise * -- 
required b j ~  federal law or the law of the Comn107zwealtlz of Peiznsylvarzia, ?to person 
has a riglzt to such art trizofficial or izon-biizding. trarzslatiol~ or explanation, and ito - 
1iabilit)tor coiizn~itnzent of21le City ofHozletoiz shall be based orrszrclr a tiu~lslation or 
exgla?iation. 

E. No ordiltai~ce, decree, prograln, orpolicy of tile City of Hazleton or any of its 
sztbdivisioris sl~all require tlie use of any laizguage other than E~zglish for any 
doczrntents, re@rlatioizs, orders, &a~tsactions, proceedings, nzeetings, progrants, or 
publicatiorzs, except asprovided in Section 4. 

F. A person wlto spealcs onI)1 the English language shall be eligible to participate in all 
progranzs, benefits and opport~rnities, i71clz1di1zg enzploynzent, provided by tlte City of 
Hazletoll and its s~tbdivisio~ls, except ~111ei1 required to spealc aizotller la7zguage as 
provided ill Sectiorz 4. 

G. No law, ordi7ia77ce, decree, progranz, or policy of tlze City of Hazletorz or any of its 
stlbdivisioiis slzall petzalize or intpair the rigltts, obligatio~ls or opporttlnities available 
to a?zj~person solely becatrse aperson speakcs only the English laizg~rage. 

I I SECTION 4. EXCEPTIONS 

The City ofHazletoil and its subdii~isioizs may use a laltgzmage otlzer than English for any of 
the following purposes, ~~lzetlrer or {tot tlte use wozrld be consideredpart of an oficial actiolz: 

I I A. To teach or stcotrrage tile leari~irzg of lal~gzrages other thaiz English. 

1 )  B. Toprotect tlieptrblic lzealtlz or safity. 

I I C. To teach English to tllose ~ l l t o  are rzotfluent ill t11e language. 

I D. To conlpI)~ wit11 the Native Aiizerican Lallgzrages Act, tlte I1zdividuals with 
Disabilities Edtrcatioir Act, tlte Votirrg Rights Act, or anj~ otlrer fedenl law or 
law of tlie Co~nntomi~ealtlz of Pennsylva7tia. 

I 



E. To protect the rights of crinzi~lal defelldants and victinzs of crinze, 

I I F. Topronzote trade, conlnzerce, and tourisnz. 

G. To create orpronlote nzottos or designations, irlscribepliblic nlonzrnzer~ts, and 
pe~;folaz otlzer acts irzvolviilg the czlstoma~y use of a la~zgzlage otlzer tlzalz 
English. 

H. To utilize terms of art or ternzs orphrases fi.ont other lar~gzrages ~llticlz are 
conznzonly zlsed in con~nz~ctzicatio~zs othenvise ill English. 

I I SECTION 5. PRNATE USE PROTECTED 

Tlze declaration and tise of El~glish as the official la~zgzlage of the City of Hazletoil shozlld not 
be colzsh-cred as i~lfi.ilzgi~~g 1p011 the riglzts of anjrperson to use a lal~gzrage other tlzan English 
in private conznzzrlzicatiolls or actions, inclzrdi~~g the right of govenzme~zt officials (ilzcltrdi~lg 
elected officials) to conznzzcnicate with otllers while tlotpelfor1ning oficial actiol~s of the City 
of Hazleton. 

/ I SECTION 6. INTERPRETATION 

Nothing in this ordina~lce shall be interpreted as co1y7ictirlg iilith tlze statutes of t l~e  United 
States, or the l a ~ ~ s  of the Con~moizwealth ofPennqZ~~ania. 

/ I SECTION 7. S E  VERABILITY 

Ifany part orprovision of this Cl~apter, or the applicability of any provisio~i to any person or 
circunutance, is held to be i~lvalid bjr a cozi1.t of col~~petentjzrrisdiction. tlze renzainder of tl~is 
Clzapter shall  rot be affected ttlerebjt and sl~all be give11 eflect to tl~efirllest extelltpracticable. 

I I /s/ Joseph Yannrrzzi, Courrcil President 

I, Lisa A. Sl~ei~la, Cozllzcil Clerlc of the City ofHazletoll, do hereby certz8 tlzat this is a bve  
and correct copy of Ordi~zmlce 2006-19, which was adopted by City Coulzcil on the 12'" day 
of Septenzbel; 2006. 

Given t i~~der  nzjr hand and the Seal of the City of Hazleton, County of Lzrzel-ne, 
Conzmonwealth of Perznsj~l~~a~lia, this 11"' daj~ of October, 2006. 




