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SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ""'SSISSIPOf 

FILED 

OCT ? 0 2006 
J.T. NORLIN, CLERK 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 

JACKSON DIVISION 

JOHN RAINER and MICHAEL ROSS, 
et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff-Intervenor 

v. 

LLOYDS. JONES, Sheriff, 
SIMPSON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 
et al. , 

Defendants. 

Order 

Civil Action No. 
J78-0135 (N) 

Upon consideration of the parties' Joint Motion for 

Termination of Agreed Order and Dismissal of Case and all other 

relevant pleadings and argument, it is hereby ORDERED that the 

motion is granted. 

SO ORDERED this 
;;j., 

'Z-17 day of~, 2006. 

Honor~ 
United States District Judge 



VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND SIMPSON COUNTY MISSISSIPPI 

The United States of America (United States) having 
previously intervened in the cause of action Rainer et al. v. 
Jones et al., CA No. J78-0135 (L) (C) 1 pursuant to the Civil 
Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1997, to 
rectify conditions of confinement that allegedly violated the 
constitutional rights of inmates housed in Simpson County Jail 
(Simpson), hereby agrees to enter into a voluntary agreement 
(Agreement) with Simpson County Board of Supervisors and 
Sheriff and their assigns (the County). The parties 
acknowledge that the County has cooperated with the United 
States regarding compliance with the Agreed Order's 
provisions. The United States' expert consultants have 
periodically toured Simpson and identified certain remedial 
measures necessary to bring the defendants into full 
compliance with the Agreed Order. Without acknowledging 
noncompliance with the original Agreed Order, the County 
voluntarily agrees to do the following: 

Policies and Procedures 

1) Simpson shall provide to the Department of Justice.(DOJ) 
updated policies and procedures. Simpson shall adopt and 
implement policies and procedures that are narrowly tailored 
to address areas of concern identified herein as well as 
actual practices at Simpson, and provide a schedule for their 
i,rn..Pl~rr-J~J].~S.tj/;m._. _ .. )tt~_-9'-=rrti.n-trrium, __ thE;. ~_CQWJ-ty__ci3hal.1-.~Pr~m.d.de_ .. f.or.- . 
implementation of its revised policies within six months from 
the execution of this Agreement. 

Fire Safety, Emergency Preparedness, and Electrical Safety 

2) Simpson shall forthwith adopt and implement a plan which 
requires that a comprehensive fire drill is conducted every 
six months. The fire drill shall include all jail staff and 
current inmates. Simpson shall provide documentation of these 
drills in its quarterly report after the implementation of 
this Agreement, including start and stop times and the number 
and location of inmates who were moved as part of the drills. 

An Agreed Order between the United States and 
Simpson County was approved by the District Court for the 
Southern District of Mississippi on November 9, 1995. 



- 2 -

3) Simpson shall designate one staff member as a fire safety 
officer who will be responsible, at a minimum, for a monthly 
inspection of the following: fire safety equipment, including 
fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, alarms and self-contained 
breathing apparatus. The fire safety officer shall secure the 
fire safety equipment and document the inspection and 
maintenance thereof. The fire safety officer shall conduct 
regular security inspections and provide ongoing maintenance 
to security devices such as door locks and manual unlocking 
mechanisms so that these devices function properly in the 
event of an emergency. 

4) Simpson shall train the jail staff annually in fire 
safety and emergency preparedness. At a minimum, the jail 
staff shall be trained to manually unlock all doors 
efficiently, such that in the event of a power outage or smoke 
buildup, staff can function where visual examination of keys 
is generally impossible. The fire safety officer shall 
conduct and document random audits to test staff proficiency 
in performing this task for all shifts a minimum of three 
times per year. 

5) Simpson hereby agrees to a review of the physical plant 
by a fire safety expert approved by DOJ. The fire safety 
expert will conduct an inspection which shall include a review 
of Simpson's electrical systems. The expert will report to 

_,J2Q~J __ -_RnP:.=S.ilnp__s_pn __ alJ~s_ub9_tanQa_rd _e_l.ectr_.iJ;_al_--condi.tions ... -tha.t .. -may 
have developed since the first electrical survey was conducted 
pursuant to the Agreed Order. Simpson will correct promptly 
all dangerous conditions as reported by the fire safety expert 
and shall maintain and review regularly the electrical systems 
as a part of its facility's general maintenance policy. 

Simpson also shall implement all other reasonable 
recommendations made by the fire safety expert regarding 
Simpson~ s physical plant. If the fire safety expert 
determines that a fire sprinkler system should be installed, 
DOJ and Simpson will negotiate a time table for implementing 
such a recommendation. 

6) Simpson shall control combustibles and eliminate highly 
flammable materials throughout t~e institution and inmate 
living areas. 



Inmate Housing a::1d Detention 

7) Simpson shall not ho'l'..se .::..nmates in the "dns~k tank" for 
reception/orien~atior. p'l'..rposes for more than 12 hours. 
Simpson :r.ay designate a cell that is not i..:.sed to house 
inmates, as a reception/crien':.atior. cell, so lor.g as the cell 
contair.s at a minimum, a ~oilet, a hand wash sir.k and a bed. 

c:_ assi f ica ti o::.-_ 

8) Si:r.pso:i sha:-c_1 rr,odify its current classification system 
ar.d adopt an oDjective classi=ication system which uses a 
numerical rating scale. The ob: ecti ve class.:..fication sys':.err, 
shall provide for t~e implementation of procedures =or 
assigning vulnera:Ole, assaultive or special rr,anagement inma:.es 
to appropriate secure ho:.i.sing. Simpsor~ sr_all mainta.:..r. a 
s1..:fficient nunber of sing::..e-occupancy cells to enaDle promp':. 
segregation of ':.hese _in:-r.ates a::1d sha::..1 revise ar~d ·...1pdate its 
polic.:'..es a:1.d proced'.lres accordingJ__y. 

Maintena:1ce and Sanitat~on 

9) s:..mpson sha::.1 ass.::..9:1 a correctior_s officer to ove:::.--see 
physica:. plant :r,ainter_ance a::1.d general sanitation. ':::'!'_is 
officer, who will f'l'..nctior. as a~ environmen~al health officer, 
shall have the authority to routinely inspec':. for overall 

s __ · .. c .. =:-9:~C:J7~7.it_y, __ "c_;:.._e_anl_i_u~ps 9-PP., _g~-rr~r .. a.l __ mp~i_r.t_eJJ§,l)_C_e ___ wit.h_,_t_fl~e,~ 
at:.tbority to see:-;: prorr.pt correction of deficiencies w:' .. erever 
they arise. 

Security w:.tr.in Food Service Area 

10) Simpson has adopted and wiL. ir.iple:r.ent a po:::.icy approved 
by DOJ w~erein ja~:ors are required to docume~t a~d log af~er 
eac~'1 meal tha':. all kitchen u-:.ensils used by ':.rusties ass:.gr_ed 
ki tc:'_er.. dut:.es are acco"Jnted for. See Attachmen':. A, Pol" c~ es 
and :?rocedures re: Food Preuaration a::-id Serv1ce and Kitchen 
Security. 

Furthe:::.--rr,ore, trusties serving as food service workers 
shall receive training in pri~ciples of safe food r.andling and 
sanitat:..on. Simpson may see:-: tc arrar_ge t:'_is trair_ing through 
the local r.ealth depar~ment. 



Medical care 

1:.) Simpson may, within 90 days of s.::_gning tr.is Agreeme:1t. 1 

i.r~stitute an I::.r,atea Se~f-Medica::.ion Program 1 a/k/a "Keep-on-
Person" Prograr:"i, particularly :or tr..-iaties who leave the jail 
during wo:=-k dstails. Elig:'..ble inmates for this program 
include inmates on shor': term therapy for ar,ti;:J.:.ot.ics, :..:Trnates 
needing rnedicatio~s for chron.::_c proble~s suer. as diabetes, and 
i~ha1ers for people who have asthma. DO~ acknowledges that 
Simpson is already making efforts to implement this program, 

suicide Preventio'1 Measures 

12) Simpson shall remove f:_xtures conducive to s,.;.icide 
attempts =ram the female housing units and male showers. ln 
th~ male showers these i~clude crossba~s from all shower 
openings and stalls and protruding shower 1-:.eetds, handles and 
knobs. 

All provisions of the Agreed Order app~oved and entered 
by the District Court on November 9, 1995. 'that do not 
otherwiee conflict with this Vol ·..1ntary Agreement shall remair. 
in full force and effect. Nothing in t:'1is Agreement precludes 
the United States from ~aking Qppropriate action pursuant to 
the p~ior Agreed Order. 
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WHEREFORE, the provisio~s of the foregoi~g Agreement, 
having been agreed to by the part~es to t~is actio~. 

FOR THE UNITED STATES: 

R. ALEX.ANDER ACOSTA 
Assistan~ Attorney Ge~eral 
C_i vil Rights Di vision 

5,3.{anetta Y. Cutlar 
· __ -i&:e.l.lie"-H .. -.N.e.ls.on., 

David ::Je·.J.tsch 
Ta;-r.mi Si:r:pson 
Attorneys 
U.S. Department o: Justice 
Civil Rights Division 
Specia~ Litigation Sectio~ 

Signed, 

FOR THE DEFENDANTS: 

wJ/4 
D cny :ch, Esg. 
Simps Co~nty Attor~ey 
224 North Mair~ 
Mecdall, MS 39114 

DAT3, 

950 Pennsy~vania Avenue, Nort~west 
Washi~gton, D.C. 2003S 

DATE, 


