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SOUTHEAN DISTAICT OF missiagpsr
FILED

OCT 29 2006

J.Y.NOBLIN, CLERK
——o———— DEPUTY

BY

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI

JACKSON DIVISION

JOHN RAINER and MICHAEL ROSS,
et al.,

Plaintiffs,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff-Intervenor

Civil Action No.
J78-0135 (N)

V.

LLOYD §. JONES, Sheriff,
SIMPSON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI,
et al.,

Defendants.

L L N N . N

Order
Upon consideration of the parties’ Joint Moticn for

Termination cof Agreed Order and Dismissal of Case and all other

relevant pleadings and argument, it is hereby ORDERED that the

motion is granted. .
A
SO ORDERED this Z&  day of ﬂ 2006.

Honoratfle Tom S. Lee
United States District Judge




VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND STMPSON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

The United States of America (United States) having
previously intervened in the cause of action Rainer, et al. v.
Jones, et al., CA No. J78-0135(L) (C)* pursuant to the Civil
Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1997, to
rectify conditions of confinement that allegedly violated the
constitutional rights of inmates housed in Simpson County Jail
(Simpson), hereby agrees to enter into a voluntary agreement
(Agreement) with Simpson County Board of Supervisors and
Sheriff and their assigns (the County). The parties
acknowledge that the County has cooperated with the United
States regarding compliance with the Agreed Order’s
provigions. The United States’ expert consultants have
periodically toured Simpson and identified certain remedial
measures necessary to bring the defendants into full
compliance with the Agreed Order. Without acknowledging
noncompliance with the original Agreed Order, the County
voluntarily agrees to do the following:

Policies and Procedures

1) Simpson shall provide to the Department of Justice (DOJ)
updated policies and procedures. Simpson shall adopt and
implement policies and procedures that are narrowly tailored
to address areas of concern-identified herein as well as
actual practices at Simpson, and provide a schedule for their

.implementation. At a minimum, _the County shall. provide. for ... .. .

implementation of its revised pelicies within six months from
the execution of this Agreement.

Fire Safety, Emergency Preparedness, and Electrical Safetvy

2) Simpson shall forthwith adopt and implement a plan which
requires that a comprehensive fire drill is conducted every
six months. The fire drill shall include all jail staff and
current inmates. Simpson shall provide documentation of these
drills in its quarterly report after the implementation of
this Agreement, including start and stop times and the number
and location of inmates who were moved as part of the drills.

! An Agreed Order between the United States and
Simpscon County was approved by the District Court for the
Southern District of Mississippi on November 9, 1995.
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3) Simpson shall designate one staff member as a fire safety
officer who will be responsible, at a minimum, for a monthly
-inspection of the following: fire safety equipment, including
fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, alarms and self-contained
breathing apparatus. The fire safety officer shall secure the
fire safety equipment and document the inspection and
maintenance thereof. The fire safety officer shall conduct
regular security inspections and provide ongoing maintenance
to security devices such as door locks and manual unlocking
mechanisms so that these devices function properly in the
event of an emergency.

4 ) Simpson shall train the jail staff annually in fire
safety and emergency preparedness. At a minimum, the jail
staff shall be trained to manually unlock all doors
efficiently, such that in the event of a power outage or smoke
buildup, staff can function where visual examination of keys
is generally impossible. The fire safety officer shall
conduct and document random audits to test staff proficiency
in performing this task for all shifts a wminimum of three
times per year.

5) Simpson hereby agrees to a review of the physical plant
by a fire safety expert approved by DOJ. The fire safety
expert will conduct an inspection which shall include a review
of Simpson’s electrical systems. The expert will report to

L.DOJ _and Simpson _all _substandard electrical conditions.that.may ..
have developed since the first electrical survey was conducted
pursuant to the Agreed Order. Simpson will correct promptly
all dangerous conditions as reported by the fire safety expert
and shall maintain and review regularly the electrical systems
as a part of its facility’s general maintenance policy.’

Simpson also shall implement all other reasonable
recommendations made by the fire safety expert regarding
Simpson”s physical plant. If the fire safety expert
determines that a fire sprinkler system should be installed,
DOJ and Simpson will negotiate a time table for implementing
such a recommendation.

6) Simpson shall control combustibles and eliminate highly
flammable materials throughout the institution and inmate
living areas.



Tnmate Housing and Detenticn

7) Simpscn shall not house Inmates in the “cdrunk tank” for
recepticn/orientaticon purposes for more than 12 hours.
Simpson ray designate a cell that is not used to house
inmates, as a reception/crientatior cell, so long as the cell
‘contalns at a minimum, 2 toilet, a hand wash sink and a bed.

Classificatio=n

8) Simpson sha>l modify its current classification system
ard adopt an objective classification system which uses a
numerical rating scale. The cbiective classification system
shall provide for the implementaticn of procedures Zor
assigning vulnerable, assaultive or special management inmates
to appropriate secure housing. Simpson shall maintain a
sufficient number of single-occupancy c¢ells to enable prompt
segregation of these inmates and shall revise and update its
policies and procedures accordingly.

Maintenance and Sanitation

a) Simpson shall assign a corrections officer to oversee
physical plant mainterance and ceneral sanitaticn. This
officer, who will function as an environmental health officer,
shall have the authority to routinely inspect for overall
.Zacility cieanliness and general maintenance witn the .. . .

auvthority to seex prompt correction of deficiencies wherever
they arise. '

Security within Food Service Area

10) Simpson has adopted and will implement a policy approved
by DOJ wnerein jailors are required to document and log after
each meal that all kitchen utensils uged by Zrusties assigned
kitcrer duties are accounted for. See Attachmenz A, Pollicies

and Procedures re: Food Preparation and Service and Kitchen
Security.

Furthermore, trusties serving as fcod service workers
shall receive training in principles of safe Zcood handlinc and
sanitation. Simpscn may seek tc arrarge this training through
the local healith deparcment.



Medical Care

1.) Simpson may, wilthin S0 days of signing this Agreement,
irstitute an Inmates Self-Medication Program, a/k/a “Keep-on-
Person” Prograwm, particularly for trusties who leave the jail
during work details. Eligible inmates for this program
include inmates on shor:t term therapy for antibiotics, ilnmates
needing medicationg for chronic precblems suck as diabetes, and
inhalers for people who have asthma. DOJ acknowledges that
Simpson 1s already making efforts to implement this program,

Sulicilidse Prevention Measured

12) Simpson shall remove fixtures conducive to suicide
attempts Ifrom the female housing units and male showers. In
the male sBhowers these iaciude crossbars from all shower
openings and stalls and protruding shower heads, handles and
knobs. :

All provisions of the Agreed Order approved and entered
by the District Court on November 2, 199% that do not
otherwise conflict with this Voluntary Agreement shall remain
in full force and effsct. Nothing in this Agreement precludes
the United States from taking appropriate action pursuant to
the prior RAgreed Order.

TOTAL P,

7

J

P



- b5

WHEREFORE, the provisions of the foregcing Agreement,
having been agreed to by the parties to this action.

DEFENDANTS :

FOR THE UNITED STATES: FOR THE

MMM

R. ALEXANDER ACOSTA Darny
Agssistant Attorney General - Simps
Civil Rights Division ' 224 North Mairn

. Merdall, MS 39114

Cohnty Attorney

DATZ :

A
Zﬁff”ffﬁﬂ_ﬁ_mhﬁ
7 :

Sﬁénetta Y. Cutlar

////%/03
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David Deutsch

Tawmi Simpson

Attorneys

U.S. Lepartment of Justice

Civil Rights Division

Special Litigaticon Section

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20035

DATE : /ﬂébjﬂﬁ




