IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE |
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
- EASTERN DIVISION

DOROTHY éAUTREAUX, et al.,
Plaintiffs,
No. 66 C 1459

VS.

THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY,
a Corporation, et al.,

N N oo o o o o o N

Defendants.

MOTION FOR SUMMARY DECREE

Plaintiffs, by their aﬁtorneys, pursuant to Rule 56
of the Federal Rules of Civil Pfocedure, move the Court for a
decree of summary judgment in their favor granting the relief
prayed in the:complaint, on the ground that there is no
genuine issue as to any material fact and that plaintiffs are
‘entitled to a decree of summary judgment in their favor as a

matter of 1aw.

Alexander Polikoff
Charles R. Markels
Bernard Weisberg
Milton I. Shadur

Merrill A. Freed
By Zﬁ%v—p’( L __//v/g" //

Alexander Polikoff i

Attorneys for Plaintiff

231 South LaSalle Street

Chicago, Illinois 60602
- CEntral 6-4500

Charles R. Markels

120 South LaSalle Street
Chicago, Illinois

ST 2-3680

L



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
EASTERN DIVISION
DOROTHY GAUTREAUX, et al.,
Plaintiffs

Ve No. 66 C 1459

Npe® e Sl et N’ St

THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY,)
et al., )
)

Defendants )

T0: James T. Otis and James A. Broderick
Spray, Price, Hough & Cushnan
134 south LaSalle Street
Chicago, Illincis 60603

John W. Hunt Kathryn . Kula, General Counsel
Todhunter and Hunt Chicago dousing Authority
38 8. Dearborn Street 55 West Cermak koad

hicago, Illinois 60603 Chicago, Illinois 60€¢16

On Monday, July 22, 1968, I will f£ile with the Clerk of
the United States District Court the attached wmotion of plaintiffs
for summary decree and the attached affidavits filed in support
of such motion and in opposition of the motion ¢f the Chicageo

Housing Authority for summary Jjudgment.

One of the Attorneys For Plaintiffs



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on July 22, 1968, I served copies of
the attached notice, motion for summary decree and affidavits
on counsel for defendants by placing the same in a sealed
envelope, postage prepaid in the United States Hail, and
mailing the same to Mr. James T, Otis at the address shown

on the foregoing notice.

One of the Attorneys for Plaintiffs



DOROTHY GAUTREAUX, et al.,

THE CHICAQO HOUSING AUTHORITY,
‘a corporation,. et al.

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT O ILLINOIS
EASTERN DIVISION

Plaintiffs,

vs. No. 66 C 1459

vvvvvvv4vvv

Defendants.

AFFIDAVITS

Filed by plaintiffs in support of their motion for summary decree
and in opposition to the motion of the Chicago Housing Authority
("CHA") for summary judgment.

X

PR

DL .

IV

VE.

Dr. Harold M. Baron, Research Director of the Chicago
Urban League.

Claude A. Benjamin, formerly Commissioner of the CHA.

Edwin C. Berry, Executive Director of the Chicago Urban

Leaque.

Alex Elson, formerly Chairman of the Site Selection Sub-
comnittee of the CHA Advisory Committee of the Welfare
Council of Metropolitan Chicago.

J. S. Fuerst, formerly Director of Reseérch and Statistics
of the CHA.

Emil G. Hirsch, II, formerly Director of Public Inform-
ation of the CHA.

Bernaxrd Kaplan, formerly Chief of Community and Tenant
Relations of the CHA.

July 22, 1968



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS, EASTERN DIVISION

DOROTHY GAUTREAUX, ODELL JONES,
DOREATHA R. CRENCHAW, EVA RODGERS,
JAMES RODGERS and ROBERT M. FAIRFAX,

Plaintiffs,

v. No. 66 C 1459

/

THE CEICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY, a
Corporation, and ALVIN E. ROSE,
Executive Director,

el Nl N e S’ Nl Nl N N Nl N e N,

Defendantgs.

STATE bFAILLINOIS)
: ) 88
COUNTY OF C O O K)
HAROLD M. BARON, being duly sworn on oath,
says:

1. I received my A.B. from Amherst College
aqd my Ph.D. in histoxy from the University of Chicago.
X am.presently Diféctor, Research Départment, Chicago
Urban League, and have held thié position since 1962.
From 1961 to 1962 I was a Specialist in the Research
Department of the Chicago Ufban League. From 1858 to
1961 I was an Instructor, Department of Social Science,

Chicago City Juniox College. 7T am a member of the

American Economic Association, the American Historical



Association; the Na?ional Association of Intergroup
Relations Officials, Phi Beta Kappa, and .a member of
Research Advisory Committee of the Chicago Commission
on Human Relations. I am the author of numerous
articles in the area of urban race relations. "I am the
former Chairman of The Social ResearcH-Subcommittee,
Chicago Association of Commerce and Industry.

The Research Department of the Chicago Uxban
League is staffed by four full-time and three part-
time research professionals. - It conducts a variety of
studies in fields related to urban race relations,
including housing and land'usage, education, employment,
labor markets, welfare, etc. As Director of the Re~
search Department, I have general supervision over the
activities of the Department and its publications.

2. Exhibit A, attached hereto and made a part
hereof, is a list of the Chicago Housing Authority's
regular femily housing projects. It shows the census
tracts of the U.S. Bureau of the Census for the City
of Chicago within which suéh projects are located, and
the pexcentage of Negro population within such tracts,

according to the relevant decennial censuses. Such



exhibit also shows the dates of site acquisitioms,
the number of dwelling units in such projects and the
completion dates thereof as the same appear in Chicago
Housing Authority reports; the dates of approval by
the City Council of.Chicago of such sites as the same
appear iﬁ the proéeedings of the City Counéil; and
certain related information. Such exhibit accurately
states the facts stated therein; based on such sources.
3 Exhibit‘B, attached hereto and made a part
hereof, is a list showing the so-called 1950 program of
the Chicago Housing Authority (being sites initially
approved by the Commissioners of the Chicago Housing
Authority and submitted to the City Council for approval)
a list of the sites for such program as ultimately approved
by said Commissioners and the City. Council of Chicago,v
and certain related information, all as appears from the
relevant decennial census of the U.S. Bureau of the
Census for the City of Chicago, frqﬁ.reports of the
Chicago Housing Authority and from the proceedings of
the City Council of Chicago. Such exhibit accurately
states the facts stated therein, based on such souxrces.
4. Exhibit C shows the number of white and non-

white single individuals and families eligible foxr



admission to public housing in Chicago based upon
data taken from the 1960 decennial census of the U.S.
Bureau of Census, and, as to income ceilings, from the
annual statistical reports of the Chicago Housing
Authority. Such exhibit accurately states the facts
stated therein, based on such sources. -

5. Exhibits D, E, F and G are maps which ac-
curately state the facts depicted therein, based on

the data referred to on such exhibits.

Fan Harold M. Baron Y -5/7)/\

Subscribed and sworn to

before me this -/7 /éay
of ’\,/ Lt 1968.

et 7

o /
/ ,///-///

Votery Public ~
A




1.

3-

Preject
LT i

Ill. 2-23
Jane Addams
Houses

I1l. 2-25
Trumbull Pk.
Homes

I11. 2-24
Lathrop Homes

I11. 2-1
Ida B. Wells
Homes

T11. 22
Cabrini Homes

I11l. 2-3
Robert Brooks
Homes ;

I11, 2-k

Date of City
Council Approval
of Sites

Taken over from
Federal Public
Works
Administration

Taken over from
Federal Public
Works
Administration

Taken over from
Federal Public
Works
Administration

No approval
required

No approval
required

No approval
required

No approval

Bridgeport Homes required

Date of
Site

Acquisition

193k

1935

1935

1938

1540

9L

1942

Date of
Completion
of Project

1938

1938

1938

19L1

19h2

1943

1943

Census
Tract
Nurmber

h29

701

100

Aot

127 &
13L

L3k (19L0)
L33 & L3k (1950)
L3kz (1960)

770

Page One

Exhibit A

Percentage of Negro Population

in the Census Tract

1530 1540 1950 1960

2.7% -0-% 5.0% 57.2%

-0-% 0% 0% 2.9%
99 .8/0 100.0% 99-8%
32.6% 7h.7% 8L.0%
w0 -0-% ~0-%

988

52

ot



10.

12.

Preject

Ill. 2-5 =
Lawndale Gardens

Illo 2-7
Altgeld Gardens

I11. 2-8
Wentworth Gardens

Illo 2-9
Dearborn Homes

RH-1
Racine Courts

Liie

{=2
Leclaire Courts

>

RH-3
Ogden Courts

RE-6
Maplewoecd Courts

RH-S
Harrison Courts

Date of City
Council Approval
of Sites

No approval
requirecd

No approval
required

No approval
required

No approval

required

Avgust 27,1948

August 27, 1948

August 27, 19L8

August 27, 1948

Avgust 27, 1948

Date of
Site

Acquisition

19LlL

1947

1948

1948

1948

1948

1948

Date of
Completion

of Project

1943

19L5

19L7

1950

1951

1950

1952

1950

1950

Census
Tract

Number

770
131
717Z (1560)

53l

93L

e

382

373

Page Two

Percentage of Negro Population

in the Census Tract

1910 1950 1960
wDu ~0-% 0.1%
7L ) o
Ooli/&‘ 84.0% 90-010

16.5% 97 .0% 99.7%
87.0% 99 6%

65 .0% 66.6%

"O"% 51.6%

1,09 60.9%

30,0% 88.9%

13.0% 86.0%

Nos. of
Dwelling

Units

128

1,198

L2z

800

132

126




Project

RH-T
Loomis Courts

RH-8

Archer Courts

T

i LH-,Q
2

Prairie Courts

I11. 2-17
Abbott Homes

Ill, 2-20
Cebrini Homes Ext.

T4, 2=l
Olander Homes

e
11
M
Py A‘Ll

1. 2=11

rray Homes

I1l. 2-15

Leclaire Cts. Exte.

I11. 2-16
Ickes Homes

Date of City
Council Approval
of Sites

Avgust 27, 1948

August 27, 1948

August 27, 1948

March 2, 1950

March 2, 1950

Avgust L, 1950

Avgust L, 1950

Avgust L4, 1950

August L, 1950

Date of

Site

Acoulsition

1949

1950

1950

1951

1954

1951

1951

1951

Date of
Completion

of Project

1953

1952

1958

1955

1958

1953

195k

1954

N,

1955

Census
Tract

Numter

L3k
L3Lz (1960)

52k

5L8

433 & L3h (1950)

4342 (1960)

127 (1$50)
13L (1960)
SLT
717
7172 (1960)

723

521

Page Three

Percentage of Negro Population
in the Census Tract

1529 =980
97.0% 96.3%
8.5%2 7.0%2
98.07 9L 6%
95.1% 96.3%
TheT% 811, 0%
99.5% 99.5%
8Li.0% 90.0%
-0-% 51.6%
99.0% $5.7%

No. of
Dwelling
Units

126

326

1,204

1,900

150

500

300

~3
O
\C



26,

27

Project

711, 2-38
Ida B. Wells Ext.

Ill. 2"13

o T i % §
Lowden Homes

Horner Homes

111, 2-22
Stateway Gardens

I1i, 2-21
Rockwell Gardens

Illo 2-6
Rockwell Gardens

111, 2-38
Rockwell Gardens

111, 2-29
Prairie Cts. Ext.

111, 2-26

Qlander Homes Ext.

Date of City
Council’ Approval
of Sites

August L, 1950

August L, 1950

Avgust L, 1950

Avgust L, 1950

Avgust L, 1950

Avgust L, 1950

August L, 1950

March 11, 1953

April 22, 1953

Date of
Site

Acguisition

1951

1952

1953

1954

1957

1958

1959

1956

1954

Date of
Completion

of Project,

1955

195k

1957

1958

1960

1960

1961

1958

1956

Census
Tract
Number

beT

685

378 (1950)
3782 (1960)
sh2

382

382

382

L8

562

Page Four

ensus Tract

.
in

Percentage of Negro Population

Cen
1950

100.0%

100.0%

92,0%

100,0%

98.0%

56.5%

1560

O
\O
9]

98.0%

97.3%

99.8%

95.7%

98.3%

No. of
Dwelling
Units

6L2

150



Project

I11. 2-30
Wm. Green Homes

Ti1, 2=31
Robert Broocks Homes

Exte

Ill ® 2‘321

Wdashington

Park Homes

Ilﬂ ® 2 "35
Horner Homes Ext.

I1l. 2-36
Darrow Homes

I1l. 2-37
Taylor Homes

I11. 2-41

Leke Michigan Homes
I11. 2-5h

12 Scattered Sites

Date of City
Council Approval
of Sites

January 26, 1955

May 12, 1955

May 12, 1955

May 12, 1955

May 9, 1956

May 9, 1956

December 29, 1958

December 29, 1958
(6_Sites)

May 12, 1955
(6 Sites)

@

Date of
Site
Acquisition

Date of
Completion
of Project

1959

1959

1959

1958

1959

1961

1965

1962

1961

1961

1961

1961

1962

1963

1967

Census
Tract
Number

127

)i/

28 Scattered Sites>

3762

559 and 127

579

562

12 Scattered Sitesh

age Five

Percentage of Negro Population

in the Census Tract

1950

79.1%

1960

86.7%

96.3%

99.7%

99 .8%

100.0%

98.3%

99, 321

L52




L7.

Project

T1l. 2-}6
Hilliard Center

]

I1l. 2-33
Madden Park Homes

I1l1. 2-32
43rd & Princeton

I11. 2-51
Two Scattered Site

Date of City
Council, Approval
of Sites

May 8, 1963

March 2L, 1965

April 7, 1965

April 7, 1965

April 7, 1965
(2 Sites)
January 21, 1959
(3 Sites)
May 9, 1956
(1 Site)

April 7, 1965

s July 7, 1965

Date of Date of
Site Completion
Acquisition of Project
196k 1966

1968 S

1967 Sala

1967 =

1968 ks

1968 (from S

Dept. of Urban Renewal)

Census

Tract

N1 i
unmoer

522

575

575

Percentege of Negro F
in the Census Tr

1960

95.7%

99.2%

r-l
60,9%°

78.3%

954@
98 0%
99 2%
99 .24
99 .2%
99.7%

op
ra

B Pt O

ulation
ct

W
(@0,

N
ees

N
=

No. of
Dwelling
Units

)

3k

109

18

e



50.

52.

Project

Ill L) 2‘59

Hyde Park Area

Apartments

I11. 2-63

Two Scattered Sites

1. 2-6l
awndale Area

F’

§_¢0

::JH

11. 2-6
o Scat

d-\J\

I11. 2-69
75th ard Egg

ered Sites

gleston

July 11, 1966
May 12, 1955

July 11, 1966

July 11, 1966

November 15, 1967

Dept. of Urban Renewal)

1958

1968

- -

- .

Date of City Date of Date of
Council Approval Site Completion
f Sites Acquisition of Pm ject
o Jduly 7, 1965 1966 (from 1967

- o

Census
Tract
Number

611
619

645
562

L4S0A
L50B
52
LSly
L6

3632
282

88L

Page Seven

4e7%
0.9%

88.L%

o
98 &3"}

99.2%
9U.9o

Percentage of Negro Population
in the Census Tract
1960

5h
1Ll

139

&3

(S

N N Nt S N

No. of
Dwelling

Units

198

132



Footnotes for Exhibit A:

Footnote 1 (Page 2):

The site of the Altgeld Gardens project was isclated
from other residential areas by industrial land usage. At
tﬁe time of selection the site was vacant and separated
by open prairie and a railroad embankment from a small
white settlement that lay within Census Tract No. 717.

| The population of the project constitutes the bulk of

the population of the census tract.

Footnote 2 (Page 3):

The Archer Courts Project is located in a neighbor-
hood with a large number of persons of Oriental descent.
In 1950, the non-white population other than Negro in
Census Tract 524 was 16.5% of the total; in 1960, it was

27.9% of the total.

Footnote 3 (Page 5):

Identification of scattered sites comprising Project

111, 2-34:

Census Percentage of Negro No. of
Tract Population in Census Dwelling
Location Numbex Tract - 1960 Units
35th and Calumet 553 99.7 22
37th and Calumet S53 89.7 8
37th and Ellis 558 93.8 10
38th and Lake Park 560 98.9 24
40th and Oakenwald 562 98.3 155
40th and Langley 575 99,2 L4
40th and Prairie 577 99.7 12
41st and Prairie 577 99, 7 155
42nd and Vabash 578 99.1 6
44th and Cottage Grove 584 99.4 313
45th and Champlain 584 99.4 52
51st and Calumet 601 96.6 8
57th and Stewart 877 95.4 56
57th and Wabash 603 99.6 6
58th and Normal 877 95.4 16
62nd and Blackstone 632 : 66.9 10
63rd and Calumet 607 99.2 171
- 63rd and Indiana 607 99.2 155 ¢
63rd and Wabash 607 99.2 182
3905~15 Indiana 577 99.7 L
4010-24 Wabash 578 99.1 8
4033-43 Wabash 578 99.1 6
4023-25 Michigan 578 99.1 6
4013-27 Prairie Sit7 99.7 8
4220-34 Prairie 577 99.7 8
4417-27 Wabash 581 99.6 6
4441-47 Prairie 582 99.8 4
4614-~36 Wabash 585 99,7 12

. Page Eight
<\




Footnote 4 (Page 5):

Identification of scattered sites comprising Project

I11. 2-54:
. Predentage of Negro

Census Tract Population in the
Location Number Census Tract - 1960
40th and Ellis 562.- 98.3
40th and Vincennes 575- 99.2
40th and Prairie 577- 99.7
41st and Langley 575 99.2
42nd and Wabash 578 - 99.1
44th and St. Lawrence 583. 99.8
45th and Wabash 581 - 99.6
45th and Champlain 584 - 99.4
46th and Wabash 285~ 99.7
62nd and Wabas 607 - - 99.2
Pershing and Indiana 578 99.1
Bowen and Cottage Grove 575 99.2

Footnote 5 (Page 6):

Vital statistics date for 1964 and 1965 indicate that
Census Tract 457 had a substantially higher percentage of
Negro population by 1965. (Vital statistics data for census
tracts used in this and subsequent footnotes were obtained

from the Chicago Board of Health.)

Footnote 6 (Page 7):

Vital statistics data for 1964 and 1965 indicate that
Census Tract No. 363Z had a substantially higher percentage

of Negro population by 1965.

Footnote 7 (Page 7):

Vital statistics data for 1964 and 1965 indicate that
Census Tract No. 282 had a substantially higher percentage

a
of Negro population by 1965.

Footnote 8 (Page 7):

Vital statistics data for 1964 and 1965 indicate that
Census Tract No. 884 had a substantially higher percentage

of Negro population by 1965.

Page Nine




EXHIBIT B

CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY FAMILY HOUSING SITES,
PROPOSED AND APPROVED IN 1950

Original Seven Approved by 1.9 54 Number Dwelling Units

»

_C.H.A,, October 24. 1949 Census lract 7% Negro Proposed Approved
Trumbull Park Extension 701 0.0 1,390

Leclaire Courts Extension 723 0.0 1,630

115th and Ashland 711 0.0 2,000

43rd and Halsted 794 2.0 650

Cabrini Extension 127 74.7 2,025

Wells Extension 557 100.0 1,665

Abbott Homes 433-434 95.4 630

Sites Approved by City
Council, 1950%

Cabrini Extension 127 74.7 1,900
Abbott Homes 433-434 95.4 1,204
Olander Homes 547 99.5 150
Murray Homes 717 84.0 500
Leclaire Courts Extension 723 0.0 300
Ickes Homes 521 99.0 799
Wells Extension 557 100.0 642
Lowden Homes - 685 100.0 128
Hornexr Homes 378 92.0 017
Stateway Gardens 542 1.00.0 1,639
Rockwell Gardens (2-21) 382 30.2 851
Rockiwell Gardens (2-6) 382 30.2 140
Rockwell Gardens (2-38) 382 30.2 136

% All on August 4, 1950 except
Cabrini Extension and Abbott
Homes which were approved on
March 2, 1950




EXHIBIT C

SINGLE INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES ELIGIBLE
FOR ADMISSION TO PUBLIC HOUSING
IN CHICAGO, 1960

11960 WHITES NON-WHTTES*

Single Individuals 235,000 70,000
Families (two or more persons) 188,000 76,000

*Negroes constituted approximately 97% of the non-white
pepulation of the City of Chicago in 1960.
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A. BASES OF DATA:

B.

Areas of Negro residence defined as blocks in which
259 or more of the dwelling units were occupied by
nonwhites in April 1950, April 1960, and December

1964.

NOTES:

1. In 1950 and 1960, 97 9% of all nonwhites in Chi-
cago were Negro.

2. Small non-residential blocks such as: school play-
grounds, parking lots, etc., scattered within large
areas of Negro residence were treated as Negro
residential areas.

3. Areas of white residence were left unshaded.

4. This map is based upon data taken from the fol-

lowing sources:

a) Chicago Urban League, Areas of Negro Resi-
dence in Chicago: April 1950, April 1956,
August 1958. (February, 1959)

b) U.S. Census of Housing, 1960: Series HC(3)-
133, City Blocks—Chicago, lllinois; Chicago
Urban League, 1960 Areas of Negro Residence
in Chicago. (July, 1962)

c) Field surveys conducted by Research Depart-
ment, Chicago Urban League, December, 1964.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS, EASTERN DIVISION

DOROTHY GAUTREAUX, ODELL JONES,
DOREATHA R. CRENCHAW, EVA RODGERS,
JAMES RODGERS, ROBERT M. FAIRFAX
and JIMMIE JONES, .

o N N

)
)
Plaintiffs,)
)
) CASE NO. 66C 1459

V.
THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY, a
Corporation, and ALVIN E. ROSE,

)
)
)
Executive Dirctor, )
)
‘)

Defendants

AFFIDAVIT

Claude A. Benjamin, being duly sworn, on oath says:

1. I served as a Commissioner of the Chicago‘Housing
Authority ("CHA") from June 4, 1946 to January 1, 1951.

2. In 1948 and 1949 I participated in numerous discussions
with other commissioners respecting the so-called relocation
housing projects to be constructed following a bond issue
passed in late 1947. Several of the sites for these projects
initially proposed by the CHA staff were located in whiﬁe
areas of the City. 1In these discussions ﬁe were advised by
thé then Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, Mr. Robert
Taylor, that the initially proposed sites were unsatisfactory
to aldermgn of the City of Chicago, and a new, compromise,

group of sites was subsequently approved by the Commissioners.
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Mr. Taylor told us during the course of such discussions that
a principal objection of the aldermen to the initially proposed
sites was that Negroes wouid be moved into white areas of the
City. He also advised us that the so-called compromise package
would be acceptable to the City Council only if the CHA would
agree that Negro occupancy of the projects would not be permitted
to exceed 10%. In our discussions we agreed to accept this
limitation on occupancy.

3. In late 1949 I voted as a Commissionér in favor of a
group of seven sites for new construction of housing projects.
These sites were located in both white and Negro areas of the
City and included both vacant land and slum clearance sites.

In discussions with other Commissioners and with staff of the
CHA it was generally agreed that such scattering of sites was
desirable.

4. Between late 1949 and June 16, 1950, numerous discussions
took place in which I was a participant with other Commissioners
and with staff of the CHA respecting the difficulty of obtaining
approval of the City Council of Chicago for such préposed sites.
In the course of these diséussions it was stated many times
that the principal cause of such difficulty was the purposeful
intention on the part of the aldermen of the City Counecil to

keep Negroes out of white areas of the City.
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5. Shortly prior to June‘16, 1950, I had a private
conversation with Benjamin Becker, then an alderman of the City
Council of Chicago. The‘conversation took place in a public hall
in the City of Chicago. Mr. Becker sought me out and solicited
whatever help I could give him in the situation he then described
to me. He said that his activities as an alderman in seeking to
ébtain City Council approval of a site or sites for public
housing projects in some north or northwest portion of the City
of predominantly white occupancy had incurred the ire of his
fellow aldermen, and that they were threatening to flood his ward
with public housing projects as a means of "punishment" - that he
had been threatened with an influx of Negroes into his ward. Mr.
Becker said that the aldermen strongly opposed the movement of
Negroes into white areas of the City and that he feared his
position on public housing would jeopardize his re-election. He
said he would be grateful for any understanding of his position
which I could promote.

6. At a meeting of the CHA Commissioners held on June 16, 1950
a proposed "compromise" group of sites was presented to.the
Commissioners by one Ralpﬁ H. Burke, an advisor to the Mayor of
the City of Chicago. The compromise group of sites eliminated
mo;t of the vacant sites in white areas of the City which had

previously been proposed. I voted against the approval of these
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sites and read a written statement to the meeting, a true and

correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

Further affiant sayeth not.

N ) 12"
i 73
[/,/ TV AL /// 3 ‘ ///

Claude A. Benjamin -~

Subscribed and sworn
to before me this
% day of June,
;1968.

Mﬁé VIN ﬁ //t) Mvu(}/

Notary Public
My Cemrmission Expires Jung 5, 1971

o e
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presently proposed program 1nvolves.'

© Statement Made By Claude A.. Bengam:n During Meotln" of
Chlcago Houulnv Authozlty - June 16, 1950 :

"I would like to explain my vote here. In voling today on various
sites, my own vote on each site has been based on consideration of the
program as a whole and does not indicate that I do not consider any of

the sites individually suitable. At our meeting today we were presented

with a report which was brought in by Ralph H. Burke to the Honorable

Martin H. Kennelly, 29 pages of it. The program adopted by the

Comnission today follows this report closely, although received only

'thls afternoon. This progran is cleﬂrly not a program developed by the C.H.A

: Alter studylng the various Drocrams proposed it is my oplnlon that Lhe

- S e % el e ik i i

l. Un justified expendlture of public funds 1naumuch as th
“program falls far short of the best program.
:° 2. Handicaps to aevelopmenu and planning of the Clty of Chlcavo.
.. Indeed certain sites have been listed w1thout pretense of selectlon
- "of the best sites available.
- .- 3. Unkind hardships to the nevro comﬂunlty throuvh dlslocaulon
of an unnecessarily large number of colored famllles in the faco of
a continuing extreme housing shortage. - %
4 L. Comparatlve disregard of the housing requlremont of low in-
come white families whose houumb need 1u large in cowparlgon Lo
present and planned facilities.
5. As a practlcal result an unfair lMOOululon upon the CouncJJ
of the City of Chicago of a reupon31b111ty to select sites which '
- goes beyond their legal responsibility of site approval.. :
6. The imposition upon the Chicago Housing Authority of a program
which cannot possibly be executed in a reasonable time. -
7. As the future will properly be judged by the past the acceptence
-of this program will constitute a blow at the p&1n01ples and practice
of Public Housing and Slum Removal.

.

There¢ore, bellev1ng that any one of these material deficiencies

" might be sufficient objection to cause withholding of an affirmative
vote, the summation of all necessitates that I vote "NO.%

CEXMIBIT A



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS, EASTERN DIVISION

DOROTHY GAUTREAUX, et al.,
Plaintiffs
VS, No. 66 C 1459
THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY,
a Corporation, et al.,
Defendants

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
V

AFFIDAV LT

The undersigned, Edwin C. Berry, being first duly sworn
on oath, states:

1. | am the Executive Director of the Chicago Urban
League ("Urban League'") and have served in that capacity since
January, 1956,

2. During the time | have served as Executive Director
as well as prior thereto, the Urban League has taken great
interest in problems of integration in public housing in Chicago.

3. Over the past five years or more, | have had various
conversations about site selection practices of the Chicago
Housing Authority ("CHA") with Mr. Charles W. Swibel, one of the
Commissioners of CHA and presently the Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners of CHA., These conversations took place at various
times and places during this period. During these conversations,
Mr. Swibel stated that the Chicago City Council had the CHA
"over a barrel" because the City Council would not approve

sites for public housing projects outside the Negro ghettoes



since it was unwilling to have such projects with Negro tenants

placed in white neighborhoods. Mr. Swibel further stated that
in view of the City Council's opposition to projects in white
neighborhoods, CHA tried to select sites only in Negro areas
which would be approved by the City Council. During these
conversations, | suggested that the CHA was following the
wrong course of action, and should submit to the City Council
sites in white areas also and thereby 'put the monkey on the
City Council's back!" -- making it publicly take the onus for
refusing to approve sites in white areas. We continued the
conversations, but Mr. Swibel never gave a direct answer to my

suggestion.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

Cipr oz Pk
LdWIH iy BPrrW*w

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to
before me this ?fzﬁﬁ,day
of QU/’\'“\L// , 1968,

C:‘./Q\r«.@m..':.u ’?_ /\W\ x’/ﬂf"ﬂ*"“"co

Notary Public




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT QOF ILLINOIS, EASTERN DIVISION

DOROTHY GAUTREAUX, ODELL JONES,
DOREATHA R, CRENCHAW, EVA RODGERS,
JAMES RODGERS, ROBERT M. FAIRFAX
and JIMMIE JONES,

Plaintiffs,

THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY, a
Corporation, and ALVIN E. ROSE,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Vs ) CASE NO. 66C 1459
)
)
)
Executive Director, )

)

)

Defendants.

| AFFIDAVIT

J. S. Fuerst, being duly sworn, on oath says:

1. From 1946 to December, 1952 I was Director of
Research and Statistics of the Chicégo Housing Authority ("CHA").

2. During the period of time when Claude Benjamin
was a Commissioner of the CHA I discussed on a number of
different occasions with Mr. Benjamin-£he inability of the CHA
to obtain City Couﬁcil approval of sites for public housing
projects located elsewhere than in Negro ghetto areas. In the
course of these conversations we both stated that the principal
cause of this inability was the unwillingness of aldermen fron
white wards to acquiesce in action which would involve the

movement of Negroes into their neighborhoods. We also stated



that the aldermen from white neighborhoods viewed it as

politically suicidal to appear to favor action which would
result in Negroes moving into white neighborhoods in the
City of Chicago.

Further affiant sayeth not.

,l"/v \ / ) /i
.l\\ ) \ 4 )4 {
i —J. 8. Puerst
/
. b
Subscribed and sworn) {

to before me this &F)
';;g&fﬂg day of June)
1968. )

o /A

Notary Public




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOILS
EASTERN DIVISION

DOROTHY GAUTREAUX, Et al.,
Plaintiffs,
vS.

No. 66 C 1459

THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY,
a corporation, et al.

N e N e S N N A S S

Defendants.

AFFIDAVIT
Emil G. Hirsch, II, being duly sworn, on oath says:

1. I was employed by the Chicago Housing Authority ("CHA")
from 1940 to 1956. My duties included the supervision of the
public information program of the CHA and my title, at the time
I left the employ of the CHA, was Director of Public Information.

2. During the course of my employment I was present at
numerous meetings with the then Executive Secretary, Elizabeth
Wood, and other staff persons, at which the subject of site
selection for CHA projects was discussed.

3. In these discussions it was frequently observed by
Miss Wood and othexs that a principal reason for the difficulty
in obtaining the approval of the Chicago City Council for sites
proposed in white neighborhoods was that the aldermen would not
approve sites where the result would be to move Negroes into white
neighborhoods.

4. One of these discussions took place sometime shortly
before June 16, 1950 in Miss Wood's office. Mxr. Sykes, then a
CHA Commissioner, walked into the office and he and Miss Wood
conversed in my presence respecting the then pending site pro-
posals. The arguments for and against including several specific



sites in the proposals were discussed in terms of the likelihood
that the City Council would not approve those sites because they
were in white areas. Miss Wood said she didn't think that the

CHA was "at the end of our rope," but Mr. Sykes said that if the
CHA declined to "go along" and eliminate the sites in question,
the City Council might not approve any sites at all. It was de-
cided on that basis to leave the sites in question out of the
proposals.

5. At another of these meetings Elizabeth Wood observed that
certain sites then under discussion could not be selected because
they were in all white neighborhoods and that the aldermen wouldn't
approve moving Negroes there.

6. At one City Council meeting I was present when an alderman,
speaking to Elizabeth Wood and myself, said that people in his
neighborhood were strongly against "colored coming out here." He
added that he might change his position if he could just get a
few people to write him in favor of public housing in his neighbor-
hood.

7. In 1955 or 1956, after Mr. Kean had become Executive
Director of the CHA, T had a discussion with Mr. Kean in his office
respecting the problem of locating sites in white areas. Mr. Kean
referred to the impossibility of getting the City Council to
approve such sites and said, "What's the use of even studying and
spending money if we know we're not going to get the City to
approve?"

Further affiant sayeth not.

(;-‘-Q . l/ (,’) /’/. N . i
/ LV S o I \;,"
ol 2 (fuach DY
Fmil G. Hirech, II

Subscribed and sworn to before

me~this -7 ~day of June, 1968

/) -
Wi, /
o hp t A
/e . Vs [z )y
/ AN A dlo »/¢ - .H(,,'/ by,

Notary Public

1~

% T



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS, EASTERN DIVISION

DOROTHY GAUTREAUX, ODELL JONES,
DOREATHA R. CRENCHAW, EVA RODGERS,
JAMES RODGERS, ROBERT M. FAIRFAX
and JIMMIE JONES,

Plaintiffs,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
V. ) CASE NO. 66C 1459
)
THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY, a )
Corporation, and ALVIN E. ROSE, )
Executive Director, )

)

)

Defendants.

AFPFIDAVIT

BERNARD KAPLAN, being duly swoxrn, on oath says:

1. I was employed by the Chicago Housing Authority ("CHA™)
from September, 1958 to June, 1964. My title during this time
was Chief of Community and Tenant Relations.

2. During the period of my employment with the CHA I had
numerous conversations with Alvin Rose, Executive Director of the
CHA, C. E. Humphrey, Deputy Executive Director of the CHA,

Harry Schneider, Director of Management of the CHA and Kathryn
Kula, General Counsel of the CHA, in which the inabilityto

obtain City Council approval of non-elderly sites in white neigh-
borhoods was discussed. In these conversations it was stated on

various occasions by the participants that in their view the



principal reason for the opposition of the City Council

aldermen to such site locations was the likelihood that Negroes
would move into white neighborhoods if non-elderly projects were
located in such neighborhoods.

Further affiant sayeth not.

- i

/" C z A ! /:,\ e 4

© - ST

Bernard Kaplan

Subscribed and sworn
to before me this

7/ day of June,
1968.

/ B
Coion /{{ T

Notary Public






