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-rl~Q Leadership Council 
---=~ for 
A~.A Metropol itan --V[~IV Open 

__I · C0mmunities 155 NORTH WACKER DRIVE CHI CAGO, ILLIN OIS 60606 (3 12) 236-9850 

Jun e 9, 1969 

The Honorable Richard B. Au s tin 
Uni ted Stat e s Di str i ct J udge 
Unit e d State ~ Courthouse 
219 Sou t h Dear b orn St re e t 
Chic ago , I llin ois 60604 

Re. : Gautreaux vs . CHA , 66 C 1459 

Dear Judge Aust in : 

The Leade rsh i p Coun cil , a s you kn o w, is an or ga n i zati on of 
promine nt bu s i nes s, l a bor , educat ional , c i v il ri ght s a nd religi ous 
l e a ders and pu blic of ficials whose pr i me obj ectiv e i s t he achie vement 
of a hous i n e mar ket free of s r t i fici a l r est r a i nt s 6f r a c e or c r e e d 
t ·hro -tehout t h e six - county Chic ago metr o pol :tta.n are a ~ I n c a r :cying out 
t hi s obj ect.i v e - - a pr ed u c t of the hi s tor ic 11 Stunrll l t Agre em en,J 11 reac he d 
f olloHing tho r a c ia l c onflict and t en s i on h e re dur i ne t he 0 1..tmrn.e~~ of 

- 1.966 .. ;w h $.VO found tha t t he ina de qu a t e l oca l s t, ock of l oH and 
moderate i nc ome hou s ing i s a s . uch a deterrent to the a c hievec e nt of 
f air hous i n g g oa l J a s a r e pre j udi c e , di s c rim i nation and i n a de qu a te 
fai r h ou~ i ng l aws ~ Our p r ogram s u bae quent ly h as be en br oadened and 
dee pene d t o con s id e r hou Di ng s upply f ac tors , p a r tic u l ar l y to i ni tiat e 
and s u .port effor t s to increase t he public h ou sing stock t h r oughout 
th e metr opol it a n area , i n c l udi n g the city of Chic a go , and to i mp- ov e 
t h e q u a l ity th e r e of. 

Thes e pr ogram em phas es ar e pa~ t i ally i n r e sponse to t h e wa r ning 
i n the Na t ion a l Advi ~ ory Comm i ss ion on Ci v i l Disor d er s Re p or t t hat 
"two s epa r a t e , but u ne qua l soc i eties - ne bl a ck and on e wh itA" - are 
Le i n s c ~ ~ u t e ~ by i n st ituti onal ~ ao i sm i n th i s na t i on and t-~t c n A 
st rat egy f or correct ing t his i nequ i ty i s "an expa nded and mor e d i ver wi ­
f ied publ i c hou s i ng pr ogram . " 

We h a ·e carefully r e v i ewed t he pr o posa l s of both t he AC LU an d 
the Chicag o Hou s i ng Aut h or ity , a nd hava confer re d wi th couns e ! f or both 
parti~s. We c an state at t ho out se t t h a t we f ul l y s u .por t t h e ba s ic 
princi pl es of AC L ~ 1 3 propos e d d ec l' B(! . ~·r r-.: ;;,l s o e; Qmmend CHA, i n i ts 
re s po ns e , f or i t s s t a t ed willin g~~ ns t o t aka ~ g gre so ive s t e p~ t o 
d eve l op hou .-J i n g in whit e oigh '!:"Jorh o o:: s , to a v oid pu blic ho.1s ing 
concent r a ti ons i n a. l i mi t e d nu::n be r of n e j_gh b orh o <' s , to depa r t f rom 
a f ir st come , f i r s t-s erved t enant aE ~ i ~n~ent poli J y ao a s t o a s sur e 
hou s :t ng o p p or .tun it :i.e s to both blue}{ r:; nc1 uh j:t e J. ow-· i no orn e f a milie [; , a nd 
t o upgr~d e th e pb~ ~i: al and s oc i a l q ue l i tie c of pu ~l i c hous i ng i n t ,~ 
city of Ch :tc a g o . 
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- - Hon. -Richard B. - Aust in - 2 - June 9, 1969 

The Leadership Council h Rs a dua l con cern: (1) desegregation, 
permi tting a f ree outwmrd moveneni; f rom the black ghe ttos of Chic ag o 
and from wherever s u ch ghettos exist else1.rhere in the metr opol i t. a n arE~ a., 
and (2) a- sha r -p -· and - r-a pid increase i n the public hous i ng supply. To 
the ·e xtent t hat t he proposals before you c an achieve those d ual goals, 

_____ -- they have our unque. ified suppor t . Hi is our hope that your fin a l 
docreo ordcr - ~!11 h a7o the~~ ~ffvct~ . -

ACLU' s cl.ecr oe proposal c ontains cert ain specifj_c nuraer ical 
limitations with r espect to definitions of "white " and "bla ck" neighbor 
hoods, as su.:11ed "tipp i n g point s ," n umber of d1.re llin g u nits that c ons titute 

. __ a ~public housing pro ject, 11 num ber of units that. must be constructed in 
white ar·e as b e for e any n e ·vly pr o grnmro od uni t.s can go f or¥re.rd in black 
areas, pe r centage of units that may be deve loped outside the city l i mit s , 
d ensity , concentrations , locat ions of u n it s , et c. 

-----To assess t he impa ct on the potential public housing suppl., of 
these precise numeric a l limitations -yrould require an i n -.de pth pro-

----- fessi onal study for i-i ich the L.o aders. ip Counc il h s n e ither funds nor 
staff time to underta ;e . However , in view of t he problem, it appears 
tha t _ the ~ange of~ e ric a l _limitations s eems rea~ onable in light of 
the objectives of t he decree . We firmly believe it to b e essential that 
such r e quir e ments be bu ilt i nto the d ec r ee in or d e r to i nsure equa l 
opportun!ty . Moreover , we do no~ r e ga r such equa l opp or tun ity r e quire­
ments as b e ing incons i s tent with public houEing production ~~a~s . 

An i mpo tant c onsideration ( 1vh ich ue p .rt icularly endorse ) i n 
ACLU's ~ropos al i s ta at the Cotr t re t ~ in j urisdiction ove r tho c ause . 
The tleight of' the i'e der -- 1 j u d ie · a r i s u r gently n e eded i i Y.~e are to 
successfully achieve the goa l of a d e s e gregated and adequa te supply of 
housing . ' o 

On b e h a lf of t he Leader ., 1in Counc i -l, I \.dsh to commend you en 
the ,.risdom .. nd for esight that l ed you to your present l ega l opinion on 
th is mos t d iffi.ult and sri u s pro1 e • 

c c : !efHl:l's., F:...,a.nc :i.s ' i s c _o · 
'I 'horn n... Fol"~l. , 
A oxa.nC.ex• .. (~ :1.-·: c "' :::' ./ 

1'-fis s Ya thr· · ~:;. I: t~l :~ 

Since:-c· e ly ~ : 

~~ho:~"\ tt n G. ~} !' s 
l.' ~c s :J.c1 G n t, 


