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Re: No. 80-332 - Rhodes v. Chapman 

Dear Bill: 

June 3, 1981 

Please join me in your separate concurring opinion. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Justice Brennan 

cc: The Conference 
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June 1, 1981 

Re: 80-332 - Rhodes v. Chapman 

Dear Bill: 

Please join me in your separate concurring 
opinion. 

Respectfully, 

.11 
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Justice Brennan 

Copies to the Conference 
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Re: No. 80-332 - Rhodes v. Ch apma n 

Dear Lewis: 

May 18, 1981 

As you s urmise, I am waiting to s~ e wha t Bill Brennan has 
to s a y. 

Sincerely, 

Mr . Justice Powell 

I/ llfi 
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THE CHIEF ..JUSTICE 
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May 13, 1981 

Re: 80-332 - Rhodes v. Chapman 

Dear Lewis: 

I join. 

Regards, 

Justice Powell 

Copies to the Conference 
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Apri 1 28, 1981 

Re: No. 80-332, Rhodes v. Chapman 

Dear Lewis, 

This will confirm that I join your opinion 
for the Court. 

Justice Powell 

Copies to the Conference 

Sincerely yours, 
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April 23, 1981 

Re: 80-332 - Rhodes v. Chapman 

Dear Lewis: 

It seems to me that there may be a danger in 
relying on the absence of evidence of rioting to 
support the conclusion that confinement of two 
persons in a small cell is not cruel and unusual 
punishment. It is at least theoretically possible 
that prisoners in a truly barbarous concentration 
camp might be too intimidated to riot. Moreover, 
I would hesitate to send out a signal to a community 
of prison litigants that a few good riots would . 
improve their litigation posture. In all events, 
I shall wait to see what Bill Brennan writes before 
coming to rest. 

Respectfully, 

)FL_ 

Justice Powell 

Copies to the Conference 
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C~AMBERS or 

JUSTI CE BYRO N R . WHITE 

April 23, 1981 

Re: 80-332 - Rhodes v. Chapman 

Dear Lewis, 

Please join me. 

Sincerely yours, 

-
Mr. Justice Powell 

Copies to the Conference 
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JUSTICE W ... J . BRENNAN, JR. 

.;§u:pr mu <qo url ttf Hrt ~h ;§t:aUg 
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April 23, 1981 

Re: Rhodes v. Chapman, No. 80-332 

Dear Lewis: 
Although I agree with your conclusion that the District Court 

was in error in this case, I am concerned that your opinion might 
be viewed as discouraging other District Courts from conducting the 
rigorous examination of prison conditions that I believe the Eighth 
Amendment requires. I think I can best reveal my concerns by writing 
separately, and will do so in due course. 

Sincerely, 

Justice Powell 
Copies to the Conference 
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April 22 , 198 1 

Re : No . 80-382 Rhodes , et al. v . Chapman , et al . 

Dear Lewis: 

Please j oin me . 

Sincerely,~ 

Justice Powell 

Copie s to the Conference 
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JUSTICE POTTER STEWART 
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~ ruT frin.glcn. 10 . <!J. 2 D.? J!-~ 

April 22, 1982 

Re: No. 80-382, Rhodes v. Chapman 

Dear Lewis, 

Assuming your willingness to make the ver­
bal changes we d"sccused on the telephone, I am 
glad to join your opinion for the Court. 

Sincerely yours, 

Justice Powell 

Copies to the Conference 




