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DATE: 2022-12-09

TIME: 10:21:23

SER#: 42304245

FINEST MESSAGE
General Administrative Information

.

TO: ALL COMMANDS

RE: NEW PATROL GUIDE PROCEDURE NUMBERS 208-22, "PERFORMING LOCAL, 

    STATE AND FEDERAL WARRANT CHECKS" AND 208-23, "COMPUTERIZED

    INVESTIGATION CARD SYSTEM"

ON OCTOBER 26, 2022, THE DEPARTMENT ISSUED NEW PATROL GUIDE PROCEDURE NUMBERS 

208-22 AND 208-23 RELATED TO WARRANT CHECKS AND INVESTIGATION CARDS.  THESE 

PROCEDURES INFORM MEMBERS OF SERVICE THAT A PERSON MAY NOT BE DETAINED WHILE A 

SEARCH FOR A WARRANT OR INVESTIGATION CARD IS CONDUCTED UNLESS REASONABLE 

SUSPICION THAT THE PERSON WAS COMMITTING, COMMITTED OR IS ABOUT TO COMMIT A 

FELONY OR PENAL LAW MISDEMEANOR, OR THERE IS PROBABLE CAUSE THAT THE PERSON 

COMMITTED A CRIME, VIOLATION, OR TRAFFIC INFRACTION. ONCE REASONABLE SUSPICION 

IS ESTABLISHED, THE SUSPECT MAY ONLY BE DETAINED AS LONG AS NECESSARY TO 

CONFIRM OR DISPEL SUSPICION. THE AUTHORITY TO DETAIN A SUSPECT ENDS WHEN THE 

TASK RELATED TO THE REASON(S) FOR THE STOP ARE COMPLETED OR REASONABLY SHOULD 

HAVE BEEN COMPLETED, AND THAT PERSON MAY NO LONGER BE DETAINED FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF SEARCHING FOR A WARRANT OR INVESTIGATION CARD. 

PLEASE REFER TO PATROL GUIDE PROCEDURE 212-21, "INVESTIGATIVE ENCOUNTERS: 

REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION, COMMON LAW RIGHT OF INQUIRY AND LEVEL 3 STOPS" WHEN 

DETAINING INDIVIDUALS. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THESE PATROL GUIDE PROCEDURES MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE LEGAL 

BUREAU AT (646) 610-5400, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 0700 - 2300 HOURS. AT ALL 

OTHER TIMES, AN ON-CALL ATTORNEY MAY BE REACHED VIA THE OPERATIONS DIVISION.  

COMMANDING OFFICERS WILL ENSURE THAT MEMBERS OF THEIR COMMANDS ARE APPRAISED 

OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE. ADDITIONALLY, THIS MESSAGE IS TO BE READ AT 

ROLL CALL AT EVERY COMMAND FOR 10 CONSECUTIVE DAYS. A SUBSEQUENT FINEST 

MESSAGE WILL DIRECT THAT THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE BE READ FOR AN 

ADDITIONAL FIVE CONSECUTIVE DAYS. 

AUTHORITY: ACTING DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, LEGAL MATTERS

OPERATOR:  DET SMERTIUK

LOG #S:    OCD 2022-5625, DCLM 1024/2022, PALS 2022-707

APRT

ADMN - SER#: 42304245
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XXX 

Training Bureau Bulletin 
 

     TBB # 018-2022        December 7, 2022 
 

   
 

 
WARRANT and I-Card CHECKS 

 
PURPOSE 
 
 As a result of a settlement of a putative class action lawsuit in federal court where 

including warrants and I-cards, Legal Bureau implemented changes to the Patrol Guide Sections 
208- -

when warrant and I-card searches may be performed by members of the service.   
 
KEY POINTS OF THE REVISIONS 
 

 A person may not be detained while a search for a warrant or investigation card is 
conducted unless reasonable suspicion exists that the person was committing, committed 
or is about to commit a felony or Penal Law misdemeanor or there is probable cause that 
the person committed a crime, violation, or vehicle infraction. 

 Once reasonable suspicion is established, the suspect may be detained only as long as 
necessary to confirm or dispel your suspicion.   

 The authority to detain an individual ends when the tasks tied to the reason for the stop 
are completed or reasonably should have been completed.   

 A member of the service may not continue to detain an individual for the purpose of 
searching for a warrant or I-card when the tasks tied to the reason for the stop are 
completed or reasonably should have been completed. 

 
EXAMPLE 

 Should you stop a vehicle based on probable cause that the driver is talking on a 
cellphone, but when you approach you realize that she/he was not talking on a cellphone, 
you may not continue the stop of the vehicle in order to run a warrant or I-card search 
after you realize that no offense had taken place. 

NYPD officers who violate the Patrol Guide revisions to 208-22 and 208-23 that are outlined in 
this bulletin may be subject to discipline under NYPD Disciplinary System Penalty Guidelines. 

Members of Service are directed to refer to Patrol Guide 212-
Requests for Inform
individuals.  
 
If a member of the service has questions related to performing a warrant, I-card, or any other 
record search, they may call the Legal Bureau at 646-610-5400. 
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