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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

ARTTCLE T HAME

1. The name of thiag organizatlon ahall be the Demperatic Party of the Stnte of
Miss{asippl.

2. The offlcfnl emblem of the Democratic Party of the State of Miﬁainsippi
shall be the picture or facsimlle of a donkey with his head and tatil raiged, a small white
blanket across his back with a black, block-letter D inseribed upon 1it, gtanding ingide a
black circular band with the following wordage inscribed on sald band in white lettering
running counterclockwise, the "NDemocratic Party of the State of Missisaippi,™

3. The domicile and afflcial business address shall be at a Btreet or mailing

address, as may be authorized by the Administrative Committee, 1n Jackeon, linds County,
Misslssippi.

ARTICLE IT: MEMBERSHTP

I. Membership 1n this Party 18 open to all qualified Miéaissippi electors who
profess to support the principles of the Democratic Party,

2. The Democratic Party of the State aof Missdissippi on all levels shall support
the broadest possible participation without discrimination on the grounds of race, color,
creed, sex, age, national origin, economic atatus, religion or ethnic Identity. The Party
shall take whatever affirmative actlon may be necessary to ensure and encourage the
fullest participation of all eligible members, and the Fxecutive Committee of the
Democratic Party of the State of Misslussippl 1s empowered as hereinafter set forth to
promulgate such rules, regulations or requirements in furtherance of the affirmative
actlon goals of thig Party.

3. HNo test for membership in, nor any oaths of loyalty to, the Democratic Party
of the State of Migsiseippl shall be required or used which have the effect of requiring
prospective or current members of the Party to acquiesce in, condone or aupport
dlscriminatfon on the grounds of race, gex, age, color, creed, national origin, religion,
ethnic identity or economic statua., Ho wembership card or dues shall be required of any
person as a condition for being a member of this Parcy,.

4. All public meetings at all levelp of the Democratic Party of the State of
Misslssippl shall be open to all members of the Party regardless of race, sex, color,

creed, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, economlc status, or philosophical
persuasion.

5. The Democratic Party of the State of Mlgsiseippl and all units thereof shall
publfcize fully and in asuch manner ag Lo assure notice to all Interested parties a full
descripefon aof the legal and practical procedures for gelection of Party otfficers and
representatives on all levela. Publication of these procedures shall be done in auch a
fashion that all prospective and current members of each Party unit will he fully and
adequately informed of the pertinent procedureas 1n time to parvtlcipate 1In each selection
procedure at all levels of the Party organlezation.

ARTICLE YIT: PARTY STRUCTURE

I. The structure of the Democratic Party of the State of Missisaippl shall
consiast of an Executive Committee from each County and Congressional District and a State
Executive Commiitee chogen by delegates duly elected at each such level.

2. In January, 1980, and every four years thereafter, precinct caucuses shall
be held for the purpose of electing delegates and alternates duly apporticned to represent
such precincts at a County Conventian.

3. County Conventions shall be held in February, 1980, and every four Years
thereafter for the purpose of electing delegates and alternates duly apportioned to a
Congreasional District Coanvention and State Convention, and to alect g County Executive
Committee to serve For four yearys, ta adopt or amend County Parvty rules, adopt resoclutions
and conduct such other husiness au may come before o,

4. Congresslonal District Conventlons shall be held In February, 1980, and
every four years thereafter to elect a Congresslonal District Fxecutive Committee to serve
for four years, to select delegates and alternates to the Democratilic National Convention
as hereinafter provided and to adopt resolutions and conduct such other busineas as may
come bhefore 1, '
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5. A State Convent!on shall be held in Marelh, 1980, and every four yearg
thereafter at a time and place to he deglgnated by the State Fxecutive Committee to gelpc:
delegates and alternates to the Democratic Matfonnl Conventfon ag hevelnafter provided,
select Hatlonal Commiteee men and wemen na dealgnated by the bewmocrapeie Hatlonal
Committee, to gelect A State Fxecutive Committee, to anelect aue or more slateg of
Presidential Electors, to adopt a platform, to promulgnte principles and Party rules, and
take such further action deemed proper by the Conventfon. The Conventi{on may adjourn froe
Jay to day ar to such ¢{me and place or times and places na 1t may appear proper and
deslrable, Nelegates to the State Convention shall bhe duly apportioned by County and
selected by duly apportioned County delegate convent{ong to be held in each County,
County delegates and thelr nlternates shall be certdfied Lo the Secretary of the State
Fxecutive Committee and a roi! call at the State Convent Lon of the County delegates and
alternates, and wo other shall participate or vors v Fhe State Convent fon except County
delegates or atbernates 4o cert i lod,

6. At least thivty days hefore rhe tonvening of the precioer cnucusesn, the
State Exacutive Committee ahioll Isane a convention eall for the relaction of delegates to
the afaresnid precinct, county, tlongresslional IMotrict and state conventions in accordance
with the Paruy's delegate selection rlan and ghall ftnnovnce the specific times and places
for safld Conventions, along with the rulesg of procedure for the conduet of sald
Conventions,

7. EKach rparticipant in any pPrecinct, county, Distylct or other Party Convention
before belng allowed to vote or otherwise participate, shall slgn the following statement
of princlples: "7, . v heveby declare that r st a member of the Democratic
Party af the State of Migalssippl and am not affillated with any such other politiecal
Parcy.,"

8. The time and place for all publle meetlngs of the Democratic Party of the
State of Missisaipp! and al1l untts thereof, ghall Le publicizead fully and fn such manner
s to assure timely notice to all interested Perasong.  Such meetings shall be held in

places accessible to all Party wmembers nad large enough Lo nccommodate all duteregred
hersong.

9. The Demoeratie Party of the State of Hisalsslppl and all unfta theveof shall
pabliciza fully and fn gueh MANMNCY a3 to angure notlce (o all Intereagtad Parties a
complete description of the legal and practical qualiffcatlong of all offlcers and
representatives of the Democrat te Party of the sState of Misslssippl. Such publicacions
shall be done in timely fashion so that all prospective candldates ar applicants for any

elected or appointed position withiy the Party witl have full and adequate opportunity to
compete for office.

ARTTCLE TV:  ExEeuTIVE COMMITTEES -GENERAL
. The provisions of thig Article shall apply to Fxecutiva Committees of each
Party unit, including county, Congressional District and state,

2. The Executive Committee shall bhe vested with all powers and authority to
conduct the affairg of tts respective Party unit unt1l rhe close of the repgular unit
convention next following the election of the members of the Lxecutive Committese,

3. The Executive Committee aghpl! elect 1ts own officers,

4. The members ol the Exccut lve Committee shall hold offfce for four years or
unefl thety Stucecessorg are chosen,

5. Vacancles on the Exacutive Commiteee may be FL)leg Ly majority vote of the

members present apd voting at g duly called or regularly acheduled meeting not loagg than
thirey (30) days after natfce of the Flling of vienancles {a given.

6. The sent of any member of any Party unirt Lxecutive Committee shall be
declared vacant by a two-thirds vote of those memberg Present and votin
scheduled or called meeting of the Executive Committen
following:

g at any regularly
upon the happening of one of the

(a) e 1y brought to the Gttentfon of the Frxecutlve Committee In writing that g
Committee member has missed three Or merve consecur [ve regul ar meetings of the Commicten,

(b} Tt ig hrought to the dttentlon of the Committee thar 4
publicty, actively or financjally sHUpporting hae
Democrat, except In non=-partigan elect fong;

Committee member is
candidacy of Ay pergon not rannlng as g

(¢) Ma}fensnnne, miafeasince o nonfensance g of Mea;
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(d) Reslgnation;
(e} Death of a membor;

(£)  1f a member moves his/her legal resldence fFrom hisn/her duly elected
District, he/she may he replaced,

7. Provided that hefore the seat of any Commlittee member 1a
memhers of the Executive Committee and the accused member whose seal in proposad to be
vacated shall be given thirty (30) days written notice apecifying the cause or causes in
reasonable detail as to time, date, place, accusers and witnesses theveof. ‘The accusged
member whose seat 1a propoged to be vacntad may malke a written request for a hearfug
hefore rthe Executive Commlttee any ctime within the flrat twenty (20) days of guch notice,
but the written request for hearing shall be received by the Secretary of the Committee
and a copy thereof by the Cha lrperson of the Commlttee not larev than ten dayns prior to
the date set for such meeting of safd Exceutive Fowmlctee, 1§ opuel wrltren requenst for oo
hearing before the Committeen La so recelved, then In that event, the Comm{ttee shall grant
A reasonable period of time during such weeting before the Executive Committee shinll take
fina! actlon thereof. Tf no hearing !4 requestaed within guch perfod of ten (10) daya
prior to the scheduled meetling, it shall be deemed Acquiesence by the accused member to
the Executive Committec's propesed declaration of vacancy and the accused member's vacancy

shall take effect upon approval of twe-thirda of the membership pregent and voting of thae
Executive Committee.

declared vacant all

8. Any hearing held pursuant to this Article -shall be private or public at the
discretion of the accused member. The Committee and the accugped member may be represented
by legal counsel at their own e¥pense, and such counael may examine amd cross-examine
witnesses and present arguments. All gufdance thereof ghall he under the authority of the
Chairperson with the consent and advice of the Parifamentarian. The Committee shall firse
present evidence to sustaln the grounds Tor vacating the Committee membev's seat and then
the accused member shall present his or her evidence fn defense. The accugor and the
accused may then present rebuttal evidence. The vacatlng of a member's sent shall be
based upon substantial, competent and reasonably prudent evidence. A1l wvitnesses shall bLe
SYorn upon ocath to be administered by the Prestding Officer of (he Executive Commlttee,

If vrequested, efther by the accused member or the Commlittee, a Court reporter to record
the proceedings at the hearlng shall be obtained upon due and proper Filing of cogt bhond
therefore, and a transcript thereof may he purchased at thelr awn expensge. The Committee
shall lssue Its decigion and order In wrltcing, I'F the Committee ordevas the seat vacated,
frs decision shall {include the Findings of faqt based upon the evidence presented and
shall be served upon the accused member together with fts order vacating the gent within
ten days after the conclusion of the lhearing, by 0. g, Postage Prepaid Mall, at the
accused member's ugual malling addresga. I'E the dectialon of the Committee 1s favorable to

the accused member, the proceedings shall be dismlgsed and the decision of dismisanl
entered Into the Committee's minutes,

9. All meetings of the Executive Committee shall he open to the public except

by majority vote of the members present and voting of the Commlittes to go Into Executive
Session.

10. Meetings of the Execntive Committee may be called by the Committee
Chalrperson or hy twenty-five {25) percent of the membership of the Cowmmittee, Written
notice of the calling of Executive Committee meetings shall be malled to all Committee
members at their last known malllng addresses not less than ten (10) nor wore than
twenty-one (21) days prier to such meetings except in emerpencles whereupon the written
notfce and time requlrementsa may be walved, The notice nhnall specily the tlme and plnce
of the Executive Committee mecting oud contalin an agenda,

LI, A quorum for any EFxecutlve Commitigee meeting shall conslat af thivty-five
percent (35%Z) of the memberas of sald Commlttee.

I2. Upon leaving offlce, each Party officer or employee ahall turn over all
Party records, books, fFinances, and other propertien of the Executlve Committee to his or
her successor ar to the Fxecul [ve Commitree {tpelf.

ARTTCLE Vi STATE PXECUTIVE COMMITTER

l. All powers and authorlty to conduct any and all affalrs of the Nemocratic
Party of the Stata of Mississippl shall be vested in a State Executive Committee of the
Democratic Party of the State of Misslsalppl congistlng of twenly Party membevrs from each
Congreasional Districet, seventy-five percent of whom shanll be chosen from delegates, duly
apportioned, of the different Congresslonal Digtricte, ecach District acting geparately, at
Its respective District Conventlon and the remainling twenty-flve pevcent shall be elocted
at the state conventlon In a manner and method sut by the State Bxeecutlve Committen to
help ensure balance between men, Women, youth and winor{tfes, nnd annnunced at the time of
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the call of the Convention. The membership of the State Lxecutive Comm{ttee ahall be
cqually divided betweou men and wonen,

2. The Committee {n empowered and authorized to conduct and certify primary
electlons and canvagg returns as provided by law, certify Partvy primary caundldates,
establish Federal Election Committees and do all other duties conferred upon it by State
or Federal law, X

3. The State Fxecutfve Committee shall have the power to elect its officers and
shall be the final authority on any questlons Involving the Party, itts officers, nominees
and/or other Executive Committees. The State Executlve Committee, except ss otherwisge
provided, shall have soverelfgn, orlginal, appellate nnd gupervisory power and jurisdiction
of all Party matters throughout the State and each county thereof hetween Conventions., 1Tt
ls empowered and authorized to preseribe and enforce rules, regulatlons and penalties
agalnst the violation of Party loyalty, Including the removing or debarring from the Party
offifce or Party privilege anyone within 1tg Juriediceion, Including a member of this
Committee, who vioclates its rules or ita other lawful mandates.

4. The State Executive Commitree may review, on appeal, the decislons of the
Nstrice, county, and precinet conventfonsg or committees, in all cases concerning the

nominatlon of offtcers and nl] matters relatling to rultes and policies as hereinafter
provided,

5. Members of the Democratlec National Cowmlttee from Miseissippi, the
chairperson of the Democratic County Chaijrmen's lLxecutive Committee Association and the
President of the offficigl Misslassippi Young Democrats organlzation are ex-~officio,
non-voting members of the State Executfve Commitree,

6. The State Executlve Commlttee shall meet on a regular basis at leagt
quarterly and upon such other occaslons as may be necessary.

7. The State Execut Jve Committee, in the event sulflclent cause should arise,
and a majority of the membership of the Committee deem suel to be hecessary for the begr
Interest of the Party and the State, le authorized and empowered to recounvene the State
Conventlon at auy time after adjournment of gaid Convention but not later than the lasat
day of the year In which rhe Conventlon was held. The delegates chosen from the
respective counties to a State Convention shall continue to be delegates from such county
to safd convention for g period of not later than the lagt day of the vear 1in which the
sald convention wasg held. sSald convention may be reconvened upon the call of the
Chairperson of the State Executive Commlttee 4t any time [t is deemed in the best interest
of the Party to do 80, and the Chalrpevaon shall lssue gald call for reconvening of a
State Convention only by and with the appraoval of g majorlty of the State Lxecutive
Committee, At least fFourteen (14) days netice shall he plven by rhe Chaivp
State Executive Committee of the reconvening of the State Conventlon,
given by publication of the call aof the Chairperson In any newspaper or hewspapers, having
feneral circulation throughout the State, and by matling sald notice to each Chalrperaon
of the respective county and Datrict executfve committees., In the event a State
Convention is reconvened as lierein provided, it may exercisge all
authoricy of a regular State Conventilon.

erson of the
such notice to he

of the power and

8. Salarled officers and enployees of the State Fxecutlive Committee or of the
State Party shall refrain from endorsing or promoting the endorsement of primary
candidates for elective or appointed offlce prior to their official endorsement or
nomlnation by the Party. Further, salarled offlcera and employees of the Party or of the
Executive Committee shall support only candldatesn endorsed or nominated by the Party,

9. There shall be established an Admlnistrotive Committee composed of the duly
elected officers of the State Executlve Committee and the chairpersons of all Standing

Committees, The Executlve Director of rhe State Party ghall be an ex-officio non-voting
memher of the Adnintatrarive Commlttoe,

POL The Admitotsgerae fve Commlltee shall Lo tipowered to act fu belhalf of the

Frecut fve Committee in g1 Parcy attalvs, between meetings of the Executive Commirtee,
sublect to subsequent approval of the Fxegut {ve Comnltteeo,

1. “The Admiolatran [ve Commltiee shall
staff, get salaries, authorize the expenditures o
vhere the State Executive Committee has previously approved a budger to support such
expenditures, and ¢ ls authortzed atso to [Ele the necessary reglistrations,
certifications, and reports with the atate and Federal governmental agenciles as agre
necessary and authorize Party campalgn committees pursuant to Federal Election laws,

have the astthority to hire and dlscharge
E funds for the benefit of the Party

12, 'The Adminfatrative Committee nhnty meet on

4oqnartervly basis and suelh other
vecasions as may ha necessary.  Membera of he

State Executivoe Commttiee shall be notifieg
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of the time, date, and nlace of all Administrative Conmittee meetings and all ofssuch
meetings, whether regular or called, shall be open to all members of the State Executive
Committee, The secretary of che Administrative Commirtee within ten (10) days ¢f an
Administrative Committee meeting shall distribute to all members of the State Executive
Committee g summary of the minutes ol gsuch meeting,

ARTLCLE VE: STANDING COMMITTERS
L. The Standing Committecs of the State Fxccutive Commlttee shall conslst of
not less than ten (10) members nor more than twenty (20) menbers on each Committee, and
shall be chasen from amoug mewmbers ol the State Lxecutivae Committee as follows:

(a) FElections Commitree - the function of which Is to keep abreast of all

election laws, and to supervise the conduct of primary elections, the certification of
candidates and election returns according to state and Federal law;

(b) Budget & Finance Committec - the functions of which are to recommend an
annual budget for the operation of the State Party and to plan, develop and implement
fundraising activities for the State Party. The treasurer of the Executive Committee
shall be an ex-officio member of this Committee;

(e) Party Development & Organization Committee — the function of which is to
develop and implement plans for the strengthening of Party organization at all levels;

{d) Lducation & Membevship Commlttee - the function of whileh 1s to develop and
fmplenent plans for carvy lng out cducattonal aetlvitiog for cltlzens of Misslaatippl o
Party members on the purpose, phillosophy, and actlivities of (b Nemoveratic Parey;

(e} Young Democrats Committee - the functlons of whicl are to serve as liasion
between the official Mississippi Young Nemocrats organlzation and the State Party
organization and to assist 1n the development of Young Democrats organizations;

(f) Affirmative Action Commitree - the function of which 1s to develop and
implement an affirmative action plan for the Party as hereinafter provided;

(g) Campaign Commlttee - the functions of which are to serve as a liasion
between duly cevtified Democratic candldates and the candidates' campalgn organization,
during general election campaigns and to assist in the electlon of Democratic candidates.

{h) Voter Registration Committee - the function of which is to effect an
on-going process, as well as special, concertad efforts and drives, for registering as
many potential Democratic voters as possible;

(1) Platform Committee - the functions of which are to provide a forum for
discussing issues of importance tc Mississippi Democrats, to bring the results of those
discussions to the State Executive Committee, to develop the process by which a State
Party platform shall be produced and published during each Presidential election year, and
to help provide platform deliberations of the MHational Party wich Input from the State
Party;

(i) Federation of NDemocratic Women Committee - the functions of which are to
serve as a liaison between the official Mississippi Tederatlion of Democratic Women and the
State Party organization and to assi{st in the development of Democratic women Federations;

(k) Senior Democrats Committee — rhe function of which 1s to serve ags a liaison
between senior citizens and the Democratic Party and to develop an on-going process by
which the State Parcy encourages the active participation of senior citizens 1in State
Party activities.

2, The Chairperson of the State Fxecutive Committee shall appoint members and
chairpersons to the various standing committees subject to the ratification of the
xecutive Committee, provided, however, that each member of the State Executive Committee
shall serve on at least one standing committee and no member of the State Txecutive
Lommittee shall serve on more than two standing committees.

3. The Chairperson of the Fxecutlve Commlttee may name sich other committees,
thelr chalrpersons and mewbers as shall be decned necessary, subject to ratlfication of
the State lxecutive Commitree.

4. The members of all commlttees shall serve untll elections of new FExecutive
Committee olficers or until their successors are chosen,
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ARTTOCLY VIT:  APPRALS COUNCT

l. To ensure fairness and prevent injustlce 1n the snternal operations of any
Mississippi Democratic Party organization there shall be estublilshed an Appeals Council of
the State Democratic Executive Committee consisting of five members of the State Executive
Committee other than Administrative Committee members to be appointed by the Chairperson
with the approval of the Executive Commlttee, whose members shall serve for four years
uniess they resign beforehand.

2. The Appeals Council shall have jurlsdiction over all matters of Farty rules
and the Internal operations of the Bemocratic Party of the State of Missdssippl at all

levels, including the election of delepates or the operation of the various Fxecntive
Committees,

3. Any member of the PDemocratic Party of the Stare of Mississippi feeling
aggrieved by the action, Inaction or decision of any officlal Democratic Party of

Mississippt unit or organization may appeal such actlon or declislon to the Appeals
Council,

4. No appeal shall lie before the Appeals Council which has not heen first
presented in writing to the organizational unit against which the complaint 1is made and
there has been reasonable opportunity for said organizational unit to act.

3. All appeals to the Appeals Council shall be in writing setting out the names
and addresses of the complaining parties and the name or ldentiflcation of the unit
against which the complaint is made, a clear and conclse statement or explanation of the
charge or complaint belng made and the relief being sought. a copy of the initial
complaint made before the unit complalned about shall be attached te the appeal. The
Appeals Council shaill promptly notify in writing the unit complained of that the appeal
has been taken and shall attach to such notification a copy of all papers mentioned in
this section. The unit complained of shall have the vight to answer in writing the
charges made against itr, and the Appeals Couneidl shall take no action on said complaint
untll more than ten days after the serving of notlce of safd appeal on the unit complained
of. The Appeals Council shall take no action against the unit complained of without firge
Lhaving & heaviug natess satd unle shall at| o

answer Inowrlting within the time
afarement { oned.

6. The Appeals Council shall be empowered to dismiss the appeal with or without
a hearing. All decisions of the Appeals Council for the purpose of investigating or
taking evidence on tle charges presented shall be rendered only after the giving of
reasonable notice to the partles. AL least tean days prior to any such hearing the
Committee shall furnish all parties with a written set of procedural tules for the conduct
of the hearing, the failure of which to do so shall render void any and all actions of the
Appeals Council! unteil written procedural rules are furnished to all interested parties.
The Appeals Council shall not take any action against the unir complalned of without a

hearing if such unit within ten days of being notified of the dppeal shall request a
hearing.

7. The Appeals Council may fashion whatever relief it deems approprilate
including the removal of any member from office or ordering new elections at any level.

8. The decision of the Appeals Counell shall bLe flnal unless appealed in
Jriting to the full State lLxecutive Commitlee within ten days of receipt of the Appeals
wouncil decision. An appeal to the full State Fxecutive Committee shall be perfected by
nailing to the co-chalrpersons and to-secretaries a copy of the appeal request, decigion
Pothe Appeals Councll and appeal request Filed wieh e Appeals Council, and the decision
F the Appeals Councill ghall He fHeld in abeyaunce untl] the Stare Lxecutive Committee
renders final Judgment on said appeal,

9. The Administrative Committee shall designate the time and
‘he appeal and shall prescribe the procedure for the conduct of ti
lays after this document goes 1nto effect,

place for hearing
e review within slxty

ARTICLE VITT:  0FFICcrRs

I. Executive Committee offlcers shal be elecred by and serve at the pleasure
'f the respective Uxecutive Committee at the firgt meeting of the new unit Ixecutive
wmmittea Following the undrt convention and shall serve g term of Four years or until

elr successors are chosen, unless removed by g najority vote of the members of each
nit,
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Z. The officers of the Fxecutlve Committee of eacl Party unit shall consist of
a chairperson, vice-chailrperson, secretary, treasurer, and parliamentavian. In additdon,
the State Executive Commlttee shall elect an executive vice-chairperson as hereinafrer
provided, .

3. Chairperson - The duties of the Chalrperson shall be those of Chlef
Executive Officer, The Chairperson shall convene and preside at all cfficial Party
meetings and shall have such other povers and duties as may he granted to bim or her from
time to time by resolution of the governing hody,

4. Fxecutive Vice Chairperson - The Executive Vice-Chalrperson shall share with
the Chairperson in the appolntment of commitree chairpersons and committee members and In
the chairing of the Ixecutive Committee, shall chair the meetings of the Administrative
Commitree, and shall lhiave such ather powers and ducies as may be granted to him or her
from time to time by the State Executive Committee, The Executive Vice-Chairperson shall
be of the opposite race from the Chairperson.

5. Vice-Chairperson - The Vice-Chalrperson shall in the absence of the
Chairperson, convene and praside at all official Party meetings and shall assist the
Chafrperson in chae management of Lhe bhuslness and inane (sl affalrs of the Pavey, oy
addivion, the Vice-~Chalrperson shall provide leadership in Party organization and shall be
responsible for political educatlon of the Party officers at all levels. The
Vice-Chairperson shall have such ather powers and duties as may he provided from time to

time by resolution of the governing body. The Vice-Chairperson shall be of a different
race and sex frowm the Chairperson.

6. Secretary - The Secretary shall bhe in charge of all the files and records of
the Party and shall keep records of the minutes of the proceedings of meetings of all
official units of the Party including Party conventions, All records shall be maintained
at the office of the Party unitc, The Secretary shall preserve such files except such as
shall be in charge of the treasurer and shall open them for Inspectlon at a convenient and
appropriate time at the request of any offictal of the Democratle Party. A summary of the
minutes of each vegular or speclal meeting of the State Executive Committee shall be
certififed by the Secretary and malled to ecach member of the State Executive Committee
wlithin ten days of such meeting.

/. Treasurer - The Treasurer shall have custody of the funds of the Party and
shall render written accounts of the recelpts and dishbursements of the Party to each
meeting of the official)l Party unit Lxecutive Committec. The Treasurer shall deposit all
montfes and vatuables vecelved in the name of and to the credit of the Party in such
insored banks and depositories as the Commitreo shall designate by appropriate reselution,
Upon resolution by the Executive Commfttee of the appropriate unlt, the Treasurer shall be
under sufficient bond in an amount to be determined by the Party unit. Coples of the
Treasurers' report shall be sent to all members of the Executive Committee of the
appropriate Party unit as directed. The Treasurer shall write checks and expend money of
the Party unit only as authorized by the budget or appropriate resolution and then only
upon presentation of receipted bills, vouchers, or other appropriate written instruments
and upon the countersignature of the Chalrperson or other designated officer. The
Treasurer shall be of a different race and sex from the Secretavry.

8. " Parliamentarian - The Parliamentarian shall advise the Chairperson on
parliamentary procedure at all Party unit meetings and conventions and shall, when called
upon, make parliamentary and procedural rulings as to the conduct of such meetings.

9. The Executive Commlttee in State Convention, before the election of officers
For any full rerm, may, by majority vote, elect to establish the positions of chalrpersons
and vice chairpersons as co-officers withont changing the functions of each office to
serve a term of Ffour years or untll their successors are chnsen,

L0, 'Ihis Article IX heveof shall not become effective until the Democratle
I'xecutive Committee elected in 1980 succeeds the now existing Democracie Executive
vommittee,

ARTTCLE 1X:  FIHANCES

1.  An annual operating budgetr shall bLe approved by the Executive Committee at
rhe beginning of each fiscal vear, and no Party lFunds shall be expended for any purpose
aat provided for in satd budget excepo with approval In advance of the Executive
committee,

2. No debts or financial obligarions shall be incurved {in the name of the Party
ay anyone except as authorized by the budget or appropriate resolution.
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3. An audit of all Financlal records and transactions of the Party unit shall

be made at least annually and at such other times as may e requived by the Ixecutive
Committee of the appropriate Party unit.

4. No Fandraising activicies shall be carvied out in he name of ehe Party ac
any level withour tlhe priov approval ol the Fxeentive Comnlitee ol the appropriate Pavey
anit, Belore any pParey Fandrals ng actlvity 4s authorlzed, the Executive Commlttee shall
appoint a person or persons to he In charge of the recedpt and dlshursement of monles in
connection with such event, and to ensure a proper, full and accurate accounting of monies
received and expended for such event. The person or persous in charge of the financial
affairs of the said event shall keep complete and accurate records for inspection by any
Executive Committee member and shall, within a reascnable time make a financial report to
the Executive Committee on the said activity or event.

5. The Executive Committee of any Party unit may, by appropriate resolution,
authorize the establishment of one or more campaign fund accounts for the purpose of
receiving and disbursing funds for conducting general electlon campaigns, which accounts
shall be separate ang distinct from the regular Party accounts and budgets and other
pProvisions of this article and shall be handled by a person or persons designated by the
Exevutive Conmittee. Fach sucly account shall include the special designation of "campaign
Funds" in its account name.  The Party is authorized ro recelve and expend funds
designated for such campalgn purposes.

ARTICLE X COUNTY EXRCUTTYY COMMTITER

I. The County VFxecut (ve Committee shall consfst ol thirey Party members, six to
be selected From each supervisor's discricr by the county convention delegates from each
said supervisor'sg district acting sepavately, Within one vear of its election, the County
ixecutive Committee, in its discretion, may vote to expand the Committee by the election
ol six members to bhe elected from the county at large. The County Executive Committea
shall be the governing hody of Lhe county Party unit between conventions.

2. County Executive Committees should meet at least twice each year and on such
other occasions asg may be necessary.,

3. County Executlve Committees shal) certify Party candidates on the county
level, shall conduet Party primaries, and shall canvass and certify election returns in
accord with the election laws of the State of Hississippi.

4. Within ninety days after the adoption of this Constitution, County Executive
Committees shall meet and adopt rules wot in conflict with this Constitution. TIn the
absence of the adoption of such rules, the rules adopted In thisg Constituion shall
prevail, A copy of the ritles and any revisions adopted by any County Executive Committee
must be filed with the Secretary of the State Executive Committee and certified by the
State Administrative Committee and approved by the State Executive Commiptee itself before
becoming valld. ‘rhe Secretary of the State Executive Commlttee shall maintain and make

available for public inspection copies of the rules of each County fixecutive Committee on
file in the State Party office.

5. Vacancies on a County Fxecutilve Committee may he declared for any of the
Féasons and in accordance witl the provisions set forth in Avrticle TV of this
Constitution,

ARTTCLI XT: MUNTCTpAT, EXECUTTVE COMMITTER

L.  Any Chairperson of a County Executive Committee desiring to select a
Mlunicipal FExecutive Committee for a municipelity within a county which does not already
liave a municipal committee shall upon petition of ftve or more members of the Democratic
Party residing in the municipality call a meeting of the Democratic electors residing in
said municipality, and at such meeting the members present shall select an executive
wmmiteee which shall serve until the nexr muinicipal primary election, Fach Municipal

“secutive Committoee shall have ag many members as there are clective officers of the
nminfelipalicy,

2.0 The Mund clpal Execur Tve Copnl Pree shall perfarm the
It les an are spectiod Yy aw ol Lhila Bonstiiut fon for
ndcipal Bxecut fve Committee shall by vlected In

Same exocul fyge commitree
other Party unlty, lach

Ehe pr Doarey clectiong held for the
wmination of candldates For o, telpal offfce and shiall

fistricts by which the elective of fleory of Che mmte tpa fry e elocted,  The names o
11l persons desiring to he a candidate tor the nomination In the primary elections shall
e furnished to che Municipal Executive Committee at leagt thirty days prior to. the first

he eleoted by the same election
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primary election. The officers shall revi
the managers and other oflicials of the pr
the Munilcipal Executive Committee and the
Municipal fxecutive Committee. Vacancies
the Municipal Comuittee.

ARTTCLE

1. Delegates to the Democrat o
elected in accordance with the applicable
National Demncratic Pavey,

2. Seventy-five percent of the
shall be elected by delegates at the Congr
acting separately. The remaining twenty-f
delegates at the State Party Convention in
State lixecutive Committee to help ensure b

3. Delegate selecrlon ar any un
the National Democratic Parcy with regards
4. The unit vule shall nat be 1

process within any Party unit or delepatio

3. No person pavticlpating in a
cast a vote or be recorded as votring contr
best judgment,

5. At least ninaty days lhefore

fixecutive Committee shall adopt and make r
all aspects of the delegate selection proc
apportionment of delegates and votes withi
and nomination of delegates and alternates
status and the filling of vacancies in del
responsibilities of convention committees,
The Affirmative Action Commitree shall be
Committee for ratification by the Executiv
conformity with the rules and policies of
affirmative action goals of this Party.

7. The slate of delegates to rl
chairperson and vice-chalrperson of gsaild d
customarily required of sald officials und

8. Nothing in this ¢
prohibiting the State Executive Commitree
vconduct a Presidential Primary and
primary.

ARTTCLY X177
l. The Executive Committee, or

shall be empowered to certify candid
e¢lection returns, and to hear and

2. No candidare shall he cert it
nffice:

(a)

(b) who is not in accord with

oF Mississippi as set forth In the
i oche Party; and

(e)

tevels rumilng in the same peneval olectic

3.
‘arty ofticial,

No candldace, while holding
shall be certified to run

(a)

rast twelve months by either voating or running for office in

onstitutlon shall be construed

formulating rules and regul

ates for primary elections,

decide election disputes.

who has not mer the statutory qualiticaclions ro run

who will not pledge vo support the candldacy of all

who has participated In a primary of any other political
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ajlots, and
ppointed by
2 made to such
comnlttee shall he Filled by

se and prepare the poll books and b
Imary election committee shall be a
returns of said election shall b
on the executive

KIT:  DELEGATES

Natlonal
delegate

Convention [rom Mississippi shall bhe
selection process and rules of tire

Hatlonal Convention delegates and alternates
essional District conventions, each District
ive percent shall be elected at large by the
a manner and method to he designated by the

alance between men, women, youth and minorities,

lt level will be 1in accordance with the rules of
to race and sex,

sed at any stage of he delegate selection

11,

ny unit or Party affairs shall he required to
ary to that person's expressed preference or

the convening of precinct caucuses, the State

eadily accessible rules and procedures covering

ess including, but not limlted to, the

n the State, rle allocation of fraetional votes,
» the succession of alternates to delepate

egate posiclons, the selection and
credenttalg challenges, and minority
empowered to draft and propose to the

e Commlittee a delegate selection plan
the Mational Democratic Party and the

reports.
Executive
in

e National Party Convention shall choose a
elegation, who shall perform all the duties
er the usual rules of parliamentary procedure.

as calling for or
under State law from electing to
ations for conducting such a

at 1ts option

CERTTELCATTON OF CANDIDATIES

any speclally designated subcommittee thereof,

Lo certify primary

fed to run In a Demoeratic Primary for any

for such offilce;

the principies and rules of the Democratic Party
Constitution and bylaws and the standards or principles

Party nominees all

I's befng sought,

at

i For whiceh nomlinagt oo
clective offfce as a Democrat or as a Democratilc

In a Democratic Primary for any oflfice:

party within the
sucli primary; or
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(b)  who has within the preceding four years publlicly or financially supporced
the election to ofFice of any person not running as a Demnerat,

4. This amendment shall Lecome effective November 9, 1983,
ARTTICLE X1V:  AFFIRMATIVE ACT 0N

L. TIn order to implement the affirmative action goals of this Party, the
Chairperson of the State Executive Committee shall appoint an Affirmative Action Committee
whose terms shall run unt+<] the election of a new State ixecutive Committee or their
fuccessors are chosen, whichever is later.

2. The duties of the Affirmative Action Committee shall Include, but not be
limited to, the development of an Affirmative Action Plan subject to ratification and
approval of the State Executive Committee and Natdonal Party; the Implementation of the
specific requirements of the plan; publicizing and disseminating timely information about
the plan and the delegate selection process; conducting Investigations and hearings into
alleged violations of the Plan at any level of Party affalrs or activities; and monltaring
the alffirmative acrion efforts of the Party at all levels.

3. The Affirmative fAction Committee provided for by Artlcle XIV hereof shall
not bhe appointed until after the organization in 1980 of the State Democratic Executive
Committee, which shall succeed the exlsting State Democratic fxecutive Committee; and
until that time the existing thirty member Affirmative Actlon Committee shall serve as
such Committee,

ARTICLE XV: PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

L. The most recent edition of Roberts Rules of Order shall govern all
conventions and meetings of any unit of the Democratic Party of Mississippi.

ARTICLE XVI: BYTAWS

1. Bylaws concerning matters not expressly pgoverned by nor in conflict with
this Constitution may he adopted by majorlty vote of the State Fxecutive Committee members
present and voting.,

ARTTCLE XVIT:  AMENDMENTS

l. This Constitution may be amended by maiority vote of the delegates assembled
at any State Conventlon or by two-thirds vote of the State LExecutive Committee at any
Executive Committee meeting specially called for such purpose, with the proposed

amendments submitted in writing to each Executive Committee member at least thirty days
prior to said meeting.

ARTICLE XVIIL: SEVERABILITY

L. Tf any provision or clause of this Consticurlon or appHicatrton therenf o
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or appllcations of this
Constitution which can be given effect without the Invalild provision or applleation; and
to this end the provisions of thls Constitution are declared to be severable,

ARTICLE XIX: EFFECTIVE DATE

l. This Constitution shall become effective from and after adoption thereof by

1 majority vote of the State Executive Committee members present and voting at a specially
‘alled meeting,
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