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BUT | HAVE ALSO URGED PEOPLE ¥O RECOGNIZE THAT IN

MANY CASES THESE CHILDREN ARE COMINGBACK TO

" THE COMMUNITY -- ONE'WAY OR THE OTHER. WE OWE I

TO THEM AND TO JHE COMMUNITY,/TO MAKE SURE THEY

HAVE A CHAN EN THEY RETURN.

TO SUCCEED
IF THEY DON'T ACQUIRE THE PROPER SKILLS, IF THEY
DON‘T RECEIVE THE PROPER EDUCATION, IF THEY DON'T

LEARN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG,
AND AREN'T TREATED WITH BASIC DIGNITY, THEN THEY
ot
RIS BECOMING-STATISTICSIN-THE-REVOLVING-BOORLC

Corucee & Mibbcwbam

O g L 2T u—L+«.¢&uq<£ ol Feepoerr

(MORE)
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INSTEAD, WE MUSPFMAKE SURE TH

HE JUVENILE

JUSTICE SY M FINDS WAYS YO SET THEM AIGHT -

AND IN FAE PROCESS, PROVIDES THEM WITH BASIC

COMSTITUTIONAL STANDARDS OF CARE.

TODAY'S AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF GEORGIA
SHOWS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE

STATE OF GEORGIA CAN BE PARTNERS IN THAT MISSION

LAST FEBRUARY WE BEGAN INVESTIGATING CONDITIONE
AT JUVENILE DETENTION FACILITIES IN THE STATE.
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY THE STATE COOPERATED.
%%ﬁ% IN. THEY GOT US COPIES OF RECORDS.

AND THEY LET US TALK TO ALL CONCERNED.

(MORE)
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WHEN OUR INVESTIGATION WAS COMPLETE, WE
INFORMED THE STATE OF OUR FINDINGS. AND RATHER
THAN JUMPING TO DEFEND THE FLAWS IN THE SYSTEM,

THE STATE IMMEDIATELY SET OUT TO CORRECT THEM.

SERZANEY WE FRUND SOME PROBLEMS. BUT BILL LANN

SET-
RIGHTS DIVISION -- &REW

, laag Goxir
WHATAEDID, TOGETHER

LEE -- WHO HEADS THE CIVI
oLer > Kesed /e The
wecoulD THEM. G5

, WAS REMARKABLE. THEY wous

SPOTTED A PROBLEM, DISCUSSEQ WAYS TO RESOLVE IT

AND IN ONLY ONE MONTH, WORKED OUT AN AGREEMEN

THAT WILL BENEFIT ALL THE PEOPLE\OF GEORGIA. ITIS

' o
 THE KIND OF COOPERATION AND PROBLEM SOLVING

THAT SHOULD OCCUR IN EVERY CASE,

—

(MORE)
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NOW THOUSANDS OF YOUNGSTERS IN MORE THAN 30
FACILITIES ACROSS GEORGIA HAVE A BETTER CHANCE T(

TURN THEIR LIVES AROUND.

FOR THE PASTN\FIVE YEARS AS ATTORNEY GENERAL, |
HAVE TALKED ABOUT CHILDREN ZOMING INTO THE
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM WO HAVE NO SENSE OF
REMORSE -- NO SENSE THAT THEY'VE DONE SOMETHING
WRONG. SO | HAVE 8TRESSED THE NEED FOR
COMPREHENSIVE/PROGRAMS A\MED AT THE YOUNGEST
OFFENDERS. /PROGRAMS THAT LEX THEM KNOW THERE
A CERTA PUNISHMENT FOR WHAT THEY DO -

PUNISHMENT THAT FITS THE CRIME.

(MORE)
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TODAY’'S AGREEMENT WILL ENSURE THAT THE STATE
PROVIDES BASIC, MINIMUM STANDARDS OF CARE, AS

WELL AS ADEQUATE EDUCATIONAL, MEDICAL AND

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES.

ANY ONE

NO DIFFERENT

DIFFERENCE. IT SHOULD

OFAHE FACILITIES IN GEORGIA.

WE MUST MAKE SURE THAT YOUNG PEOPLE ENTERING
THESE CENTERS COME QUT WILLING TO GIVE BACK TO
- SOCIETY -- RATHER THAN EAGER TO GET BACK AT IT.

TODAY’S AGREEMENT DOES JUST THAT. THANK YOU.



