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U.S. Depaytment of Justice

Civil Rights Division
JKT:MSR:NT:jdh . ﬁrg&u&w::;‘% o 1
DJ 166-012-3 Pishingrers, DG 30530

2007-3091

July 23, 2007

Larey T. Menefes, Bsa.
407 South McDopough
Montgomery, Alsbama 36104

Dear Mz, Menefee:

This refets to Ordingnce Na. 42-2007, which provides for changes in the dates for
quelifying and voting in raunicipal elections for mayor and cowneil members for the City of
Montgomery in Montgomery County, Algbaraa, submitted to the Attorney General pursusmt {0
Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, 42 U.8.C. 1973¢c. We received your submission on Jone 13,
2007, 2nd on Jung 14, 2007, we sxpedited conmideration and precieared the subniitted changes.

Tifle 28 C.F.R. 51.43 provides that the Altomey General has the right to reexamine 2
submisgion if additional information is received within the sixty-day period which indicates the
possibility of a prohibited discriminatory purposc or effct. The sixty-day review period of thie
submissions ends on August 13, 2007. On July 13, 2007, we received a letter alleging that the
proposed changes are discriminatory wnder Section 5. Accordingly, the Atarney General is
reexamining the subreitted changes. Fusthermore, in view of the additional information we bave
received, we find the information contsined in the submission is insufficient to enable us to
determine that the proposed changes do not have the purpose and will pot have the effect of
denying or abridging the right to vote on account of race, color, or membership in 2 langnage
minority group, as required under Section 3. The following information i§ hecessary SO that we
mizy complete our Teview of your submission:

1. A staternent of the legal authority of the Counedl to change the rrunicipat efection date,
which is set by state statute, See Siegelman v. Folmar, 431 So. 2d 1246, 1248 (Ala. 1983).

2. An explanation of all altemative dates considered formally or informally end the reason
for their rejection and the selection of the proposed dates.

\
3. Capies of all xecords of 41l mectings and hearings during which the submitted changes
were discnssed or voted on, and coples of ali pross acoouns aod public comments concerning the
selection of municipal election dates. :
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4. In addition, please Tespond to the aliegations that moving the 2007 election date from
Octobet 1 August, was intended to and will interfere with voter registration by Aftican

Amerioan students 8t Alabamna State University who are eligible %o regmewer for and vots in
elections of the City of Monigomery

The Attorney General hag sixty days o consider a compleied submission pursuant 10
Section 5. This sixty-day review pesiod will begin when we receive the information specified
ahove. See Procedures for the Administration of Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act (28 CEFR.
5137). Also, we remind you that if no response is received within sixty days of this request, the
Attorney Genecal may objént to the proposed change consistent with the burden of proof placed
upon the submitting authority. Ses 28 C.R.R. 5140 and 51.52(2) and (¢), Changes which affect
vating axe legally unenforceable uniess Section 5 preclearance has heen obtained. Charkv.
Roemer, 500 T8, 646 (1991); 28 CFR. 51.10, Therefore, please mform us of the aotion the
City of Montgomery plans to take to comply with this request :

Tf you have any questions concerning this lettar or if o can pesist you in obtaming the
requested information, you shoutd call Ma. Nicole Thorpe (202-514-6334) of our staff, Referto
Fite No. 2007-3091 in any response to tiis letter 50 that youx correspondence will be channeled

propeny,

Sincerely,

Chief, Veting Section

oL PLgs
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