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Raland J Brunson

4287 South Harrison Blvd., Apt 132
Ogden, Utah 84403

Phone: 385-492-4898

Email: thedreamofthecentury@gmail.com

Pro Se
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF UTAH
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT WEBER COUNTY
RALAND J BRUNSON, SUMMONS
Plaintiff, Case No. 210903303
ALMA S, ADAMSV;S& al, Judge: CAMILLE NEIDER
Defendants, TRIAL BY JURY DEMANDED
THE STATE OF UTAH TO:

VICE PRESIDENT KAMALA HARRIS
Via Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

You are hereby summoned and required to file an answer in writing to the attached
Complaint with the Clerk of the above entitled court located at 2525 Grant Avenue, Ogden, UT
84401, and to serve upon, or mail to Plaintiff at 4287 South Harrison Blvd., Apt 132
Ogden, Utah 84403 a copy of said answer, within 20 days after service of this summons upon
you.

If you fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief demanded
in said Complaint, which has been filed with the Clerk of said court and a copy of which is
hereto annexed and herewith served upon you.

Dated and SIGNED this the 2™ day of July, 2021

Humbly submitted this the 2" July, 2021.

)\ B

Raland J Brunson/
Plaintiff




Case 1:21-cv-00111-JNP Document 2-1 Filed 08/05/21 PagelD.8 Page 2 of 102

Raland J Brunson

4287 South Harrison Blvd., Apt 132

Ogden, Utah 84403 JUN 21 2021
Phone: 385-492-4898

Email: thedreamofthecentury @gmail.com SECOND

Pro Se DISTRICT COURT

IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT,
WEBER COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH

RALAND J BRUNSN,
COMPLAINT
Plaintiff,
Vs, Case No. 7 //l %ﬁ %05 w
Named persons in their capacities as United States Judge: W\/

House Representatives: ALMA S. ADAMS; PETE
AGUILAR; COLIN Z. ALLRED; MARKE.
AMODEI; KELLYARMSTRONG; JAKE
AUCHINCLOSS; CYNTHIA AXNE; DON BACON; | TRIAL BY JURY DEMANDED
TROY BALDERSON; ANDY BARR; NANETTE

DIAZ BARRAGAN; KAREN BASS; JOYCE

BEATTY:; AMI BERA:; DONALD S. BEYER JR.; GUS M. ILIRAKIS; SANFORD D. BISHOP
JR.; EARL BLUMENAUER; LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER; SUZANNE BONAMICTI,
CAROLYN BOURDEAUX; JAMAAL BOWMAN; BRENDAN F. BOYLE; KEVIN BRADY;
ANTHONY G. BROWN; JULIA BROWNLEY; VERN BUCHANAN; KEN BUCK; LARRY
BUCSHON: CORI BUSH; CHERI BUSTOS; G. K. BUTTERFIELD; SALUD O. CARBAJAL;
TONY CARDENAS; ANDRE CARSON; MATT CARTWRIGHT; ED CASE; SEAN
CASTEN; KATHY CASTOR; JOAQUIN CASTRO; LIZ CHENEY; JUDY CHU; DAVID N.
CICILLINE; KATHERINE M. CLARK; YVETTE D. CLARKE; EMANUEL CLEAVER;
JAMES E. CLYBURN; STEVE COHEN; JAMES COMER; GERALD E. CONNOLLY; JIM
COOPER: 1. LUIS CORREA; JIM COSTA; JOE COURTNEY; ANGIE CRAIG; DAN
CRENSHAW; CHARLIE CRIST; JASON CROW; HENRY CUELLAR; JOHN R. CURTIS;
SHARICE DAVIDS; DANNY K. DAVIS; RODNEY DAVIS; MADELEINE DEAN; PETER
A. DEFAZIO; DIANA DEGETTE; ROSAL. DELAURO; SUZAN K. DELBENE; ANTONIO
DELGADO; VAL BUTLER DEMINGS; MARK DESAULNIER; THEODORE E. DEUTCH;
DEBBIE DINGELL; LLOYD DOGGETT; MICHAEL F. DOYLE; TOM EMMER;
VERONICA ESCOBAR; ANNA G. ESHOO; ADRIANO ESPAILLAT; DWIGHT EVANS;
RANDY FEENSTRA; A. DREW FERGUSON IV; BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK; LIZZIE
LETCHER: JEFF FORTENBERRY; BILL FOSTER; LOIS FRANKEL; MARCIA L. FUDGE;
MIKE GALLAGHER; RUBEN GALLEGO; JOHN GARAMENDI; ANDREW R.
GARBARINO:; SYLVIA R. GARCIA; JESUS G. GARCIA; JARED F. GOLDEN; JIMMY
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GOMEZ; TONY GONZALES; ANTHONY GONZALEZ; VICENTE GONZALEZ; JOSH
GOTTHEIMER; KAY GRANGER; AL GREEN; RAUL M. GRIJALVA; GLENN
GROTHMAN; BRETT GUTHRIE; DEBRA A. HAALAND; JOSH HARDER; ALCEE L.
HASTINGS; JAHANA HAYES; JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER; BRIAN HIGGINS; J.
FRENCH HILL; JAMES A. HIMES; ASHLEY HINSON; TREY HOLLINGSWORTH;
STEVEN HORSFORD; CHRISSY HOULAHAN; STENY H. HOYER; JARED HUFFMAN;
BILL HUIZENGA; SHEILA JACKSON LEE; SARA JACOBS; PRAMILA JAYAPAL;
HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES; DUSTY JOHNSON; EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON; HENRY C.
JOHNSON JR.; MONDAIRE JONES; DAVID P. JOYCE; KAIALIT KAHELE; MARCY
KAPTUR; JOHN KATKO; WILLIAM R. KEATING; RO KHANNA; DANIEL T. KILDEE;
DEREK KILMER; ANDY KIM; YOUNG KIM; RON KIND; ADAM KINZINGER; ANN
KIRKPATRICK; RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI; ANN M. KUSTER; DARIN LAHOOD;
CONOR LAMB; JAMES R. LANGEVIN; RICK LARSEN; JOHN B. LARSON; ROBERT E.
LATTA; JAKE LATURNER; BRENDA L. LAWRENCE; AL LAWSON JR.; BARBARA
LEE; SUSIE LEE; TERESA LEGER FERNANDEZ; ANDY LEVIN; MIKE LEVIN; TED
LIEU; ZOE LOFGREN; ALAN S.LOWENTHAL; ELAINE G. LURIA; STEPHEN F. LYNCH;
NANCY MACE; TOM MALINOWSKI; CAROLYN B. MALONEY; SEAN PATRICK
MALONEY; KATHY E. MANNING; THOMAS MASSIE; DORIS O. MATSUI; LUCY
MCBATH; MICHAEL T. MCCAUL; TOM MCCLINTOCK; BETTY MCCOLLUM; A.
ADONALD MCEACHIN; JAMES P. MCGOVERN; PATRICK T. MCHENRY; DAVID B.
MCKINLEY; JERRY MCNERNEY; GREGORY W. MEEKS; PETER MEIJER; GRACE
MENG; KWEISI MFUME; MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS; JOHN R. MOOLENAAR,;
BLAKE D. MOORE; GWEN MOORE; JOSEPH D. MORELLE; SETH MOULTON; FRANK
J. MRVAN; STEPHANIE N. MURPHY; JERROLD NADLER; GRACE F. NAPOLITANO;
RICHARD E. NEAL; JOE NEGUSE; DAN NEWHOUSE; MARIE NEWMAN; DONALD
NORCROSS; ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ; TOM O'HALLERAN; ILHAN OMAR,;
FRANK PALLONE JR.; JIMMY PANETTA; CHRIS PAPPAS; BILL PASCRELL JR.;
DONALD M. PAYNE JR.; NANCY PELOSI; ED PERLMUTTER; SCOTT H. PETERS;
DEAN PHILLIPS; CHELLIE PINGREE; MARK POCAN; KATIE PORTER; AYANNA
PRESSLEY; DAVID E. PRICE; MIKE QUIGLEY; JAMIE RASKIN; TOM REED;
KATHLEEN M. RICE; CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS; DEBORAH K. ROSS; CHIP ROY;
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD; RAUL RUIZ; C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER; BOBBY L.
RUSH; TIM RYAN; LINDA T. SANCHEZ; JOHN P. SARBANES; MARY GAY SCANLON;
JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY; ADAM B. SCHIFF;BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER; KURT
SCHRADER; KIM SCHRIER; AUSTIN SCOTT; DAVID SCOTT; ROBERT C. SCOTT;
TERRI A. SEWELL; BRAD SHERMAN; MIKIE SHERRILL; MICHAEL K. SIMPSON;
ALBIO SIRES; ELISSA SLOTKIN; ADAM SMITH; CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH; DARREN
SOTO; ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER; VICTORIA SPARTZ; JACKIE SPEIER; GREG
STANTON; PETE STAUBER; MICHELLE STEEL; BRYAN STEIL; HALEY M. STEVENS;
STEVE STIVERS; MARILYN STRICKLAND; THOMAS R. SUOZZI; ERIC SWALWELL;
MARK TAKANO; VAN TAYLOR; BENNIE G. THOMPSON; MIKE THOMPSON; DINA
TITUS; RASHIDA TLAIB; PAUL TONKO; NORMA J. TORRES; RITCHIE TORRES; LORI
TRAHAN; DAVID J. TRONE; MICHAEL R. TURNER; LAUREN UNDERWOOD; FRED
UPTON; JUAN VARGAS; MARC A. VEASEY; FILEMON VELA; NYDIA M.
VELAZQUEZ; ANN WAGNER; MICHAEL WALTZ; DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ;
MAXINE WATERS; BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN; PETER WELCH; BRAD R.
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WENSTRUP; BRUCE WESTERMAN; JENNIFER WEXTON; SUSAN WILD; NIKEMA
WILLIAMS; FREDERICA S. WILSON; STEVE WOMACK; JOHN A. YARMUTH; DON
YOUNG; the following persons named are for their capacities as U.S. Senators; TAMMY
BALDWIN; JOHN BARRASSO; MICHAEL F. BENNET; MARSHA BLACKBURN;
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL; ROY BLUNT; CORY A. BOOKER; JOHN BOOZMAN; MIKE
BRAUN; SHERROD BROWN; RICHARD BURR; MARIA CANTWELL; SHELLEY
CAPITO; BENJAMIN L. CARDIN; THOMAS R. CARPER; ROBERT P. CASEY JR.; BILL
CASSIDY; SUSAN M. COLLINS; CHRISTOPHER A. COONS; JOHN CORNYN;
CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO; TOM COTTON; KEVIN CRAMER; MIKE CRAPO;
STEVE DAINES; TAMMY DUCKWORTH; RICHARD J. DURBIN; JONI ERNST; DIANNE
FEINSTEIN; DEB FISCHER; KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND; LINDSEY GRAHAM; CHUCK
GRASSLEY; BILL HAGERTY; MAGGIE HASSAN; MARTIN HEINRICH; JOHN
HICKENLOOPER; MAZIE HIRONQ; JOHN HOEVEN; JAMES INHOFE; RON JOHNSON;
TIM KAINE; MARK KELLY; ANGUS S. KING, JR.; AMY KLOBUCHAR; JAMES
LANKFORD; PATRICK LEAHY; MIKE LEE; BEN LUJAN; CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS; JOE
MANCHIN III; EDWARD J. MARKEY; MITCH MCCONNELL; ROBERT MENENDEZ;
JEFF MERKLEY; JERRY MORAN; LISA MURKOWSKI; CHRISTOPHER MURPHY;
PATTY MURRAY; JON OSSOFF; ALEX PADILLA; RAND PAUL; GARY C. PETERS;
ROB PORTMAN; JACK REED; JAMES E. RISCH; MITT ROMNEY; JACKY ROSEN;
MIKE ROUNDS; MARCO RUBIO; BERNARD SANDERS; BEN SASSE; BRIAN SCHATZ;
CHARLES E. SCHUMER,; RICK SCOTT; TIM SCOTT; JEANNE SHAHEEN; RICHARD C.
SHELBY; KYRSTEN SINEMA; TINA SMITH; DEBBIE STABENOW; DAN SULLIVAN;
JON TESTER; JOHN THUNE; THOM TILLIS; PATRICK J. TOOMEY; HOLLEN VAN;
MARK R. WARNER; RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK; ELIZABETH WARREN; SHELDON
WHITEHOUSE; ROGER F. WICKER; RON WYDEN; TODD YOUNG; JOSEPH
ROBINETTE BIDEN JR in his capacity of President of the United States; MICHAEL
RICHARD PENCE in his capacity as former Vice President of the United States, and KAMALA
HARRIS in her capacity as Vice President of the United States and JOHN and JANE DOES 1-
100,

Defendants.

Comes now Plaintiff, Raland J Brunson (‘Brunson”) in pro se, alleges against Defendants

as follows:

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION

1. Plaintiff is an individual residing in Weber County, State of Utah.
2. Plaintiff voted in the 2020 Presidential Election.
3. The acts committed against Plaintiff took place while he was living and

voted in Salt Lake County, State of Utah.
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4. Plaintiff’s right to bring this action includes, but not limited to, Amendment
I of the United States Constitution which states: “Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” (Underline added)

5. Defendants all have an office, or workplace in Washington, DC excepting
Michael Richard Pence whose residency or place of work is currently unknown to
Plaintiff.

6. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to U.C.A. §78B-3-307.

BACKDROP COMMON TO ALL ALLEGATIONS

—THE OATH OF OFFICE—

7. “Let it simply be asked, where is the security for property, for reputation for life,
if the sense of moral and religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of
investigation in courts of justice.” —George Washington on the sanctity of oaths.

8. The oath of office is the thread by which today the U.S. Constitution hangs.

9. The U.S. Constitution, Article VI, clause 3 states “The Senators and
Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all
executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be
bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be
required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.”

'10.  The U.S. Senator Defendants have each taken this oath *“/ do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies,

foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this
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obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and
Jaithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter: So help me God.”

11.  The U.S. House Representative Defendants have each taken this oath as
described in 5 U.S.C. §3331 which states “I, AB, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully
discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.”

12, All the Defendants have made an allegiance to God that they would support and
defend the Constitution of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and
domestic.

13.  The Constitution of the United States was established to protect our God given
rights which are therefore unalienable. Every person on earth has these same rights.

14,  The 2™ Clause of the Declaration of Independence states: "We hold these truths to
be self evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness, -That to
secure these rights, governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. . .”

15.  Our unalienable rights are given to us from God and therefore no Government
has the power to make laws that deny or disparage them without being guilty of committing
crimes against humanity.

16.  The Utah State Supreme Court supports the fact that our rights come from God as

found in the case of American Bush v. Citv Of South Salt Lake, 2006 UT 40 140 P.3d.1235 which
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states “In considering State constitutions we must not commit the mistake of supposing that,
because individual rights are guarded and protected by them, they must also be considered as
owing their origin to them. These instruments measure the powers of the rulers, but they do not
measure the rights of the governed. . . . [A state constitution] is not the beginning of a
community, nor the origin of private rights; it is not the fountain of law, nor the incipient state of
government; it is not the cause, but consequence, of personal and political freedom; it grants no
rights to the people, but is the creature of their power, the instrument of their convenience,
Designed for their protection in the enjoyment of the rights and powers which they possessed
before the constitution was made, it is but the framework of the political government . . . It
presupposes an organized society, law, order, property, personal freedom, a love of political
liberty, and enough of cultivated intelligence to know how to guard it against the encroachments
of tyranny.” (Bold emphasis added)

17.  Amendment 9 of the Constitution of the United States (known as the
interpretation clause) clarifies the fact that no government has the right to misconstrue our
God-given rights which states, "The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not
be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.” In other words, Congress
has no power to enact laws that would violate our God-given rights.

18.  Laws that violate our God-given rights are null and void. “[Clonsequences,
manifestly contradictory to common reason, they are, with regard to those collateral
consequences, void. I lay down the rule with these restrictions; though I know it is generally laid
down more largely, that acts of parliament contrary to reason are void. But if the parliament will
positively enact a thing to be done which is unreasonable, I know of no power that can control it:

and the examples usually alleged in support of this sense of the rule do none of them prove, that
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where the main object of a statute is unreasonable the judges are at liberty to reject it; for that
were to set the judicial power above that of the legislature, which would be subversive of all
government. But where some collateral matter arises out of the general words, and happens to be
unreasonable; there the judges are in decency to conclude that this consequence was not foreseen
by the parliament, and therefore they are at liberty to expound the statute by equity, and only
quoad hoc disregard it.” (Brackets added) State Ex Rel. Z.C., 2007 UT 54

19.  Powers put into place that fail to protect our God given rights entitle mankind to *
. . . dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among
the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.” (Firsf clause of the Declaration of
Independence.)

20.  The exclusive powers extended to the legislative branch of Congress for the
making of laws are subject to Amendment IX of the U.S. Constitution, and as such “This
Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made Pursuance thereof; . . .shall
be the supreme Law of the land; . . .”. See Article VI, U.S. Constitution.

21.  The Defendants by way of their oath of office are sworn defenders of the U.S.
Constitution.

22.  The Defendants are sworn defenders of the U.S. Constitution bound by oath to
God to defend the God-given rights of “We The People” against foreign and domestic enemies
of the U.S. Constitution.

23.  The U.S. Constitution was written with honor, respect and recognition of our Lord

Jesus Christ as memorialized in Article VII Clause 3 which states, ¢ . . . in the Year of our
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Lord . ..”, and as such the Defendants have sworn an allegiance to the author of our freedoms
and liberties; our Lord Jesus Christ.

24.  The Prophet Isaiah 30: 9, of the King James version of the Holy Bible states,
“That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the Lord.”

25.  The “law of the Lord” spoken of by Isaiah is the U.S. Constitution as claimed by
George Albert Smith.

26.  On September 23, 1945, George Albert Smith, a Prophet of God of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (“Saints”) while giving a dedicatory prayer of the Idaho
Temple stated, “ . . .“for this purpose have I established the Constitution of this land . . .” [D&C
101:80] . . . to fulfill the ancient prophecy of Isaiah that ‘out of Zion shall go forth the law and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ [Isaiah 2:3]”. (Brackets and bold emphasis added)

27.  The said D&C is the Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.

28.  The U.S. Constitution is the instrument set up by God to protect our God-given
unalienable rights.

29.  The plenary power of Amendment IX of the U.S. Constitution nullifies any kind
of legal protection that an enemy against the U.S. Constitution claims to have.

30.  The plenary power of Amendment IX nullifies any interpretation of Amendment
XII that would allow Congress to accept and count fraudulent votes provided by the States.

31.  Arigged election is an attack against the U.S. Constitution especially against the
equal protection clause of the 14"™ Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.

32.  Despite the showing of evidence proving that the November 3, 2020 U.S.

Presidential general election (‘‘Presidential Election”) was fraudulent, affecting the President of
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the United States, the Vice President of the United States and members of the United States
Congress, the Defendants intentionally refused to investigate the evidence and conspired to cover
up the evidence to fraudulently have Joseph Robinette Biden Jr. (“Biden”) inaugurated as
President and Kamala Harris (“Harris™) inaugurated as Vice President.

33.  This act of conspiracy has the same end result as an act of war; to place into
power whom the Defendants want, which is Biden.

34.  Fraud vitiates everything.

FACTS COMMON TO ALL THE ALLEGATIONS
Intentional refusal to ensure an honest and fair election,

35.  OnJanuary 6, 2021, the 117" Congress held a proceeding and debate
(“Proceeding”). See “Exhibit 1” which is attached and is a copy of the Congressional Record
(“Record”) of this proceeding and debate. This Proceeding was for the purpose of counting
votes for the President and Vice President of the United States under Amendment XII. The
following took place in this Proceeding:

36. At the top of this Proceeding the Chaplain Reverend offered a prayer and in part
stated, “We have pledged to defend our Constitution against all enemies, we pray Your hedge of
protection around this Nation. Defend us from those adversaries, both foreign and domestic . . .
So help us, God, to serve You and this Nation with Godliness and dignity . . . we pray these
things in the strength of Your holy name, Amen.” (“Prayer”)

37.  After this prayer, the pledge of allegiance was given.

38.  Certain U.S. House representatives provided evidence exposing a fraudulent

rigged Presidential Election which was an attack against the U.S. Constitution.
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39.  U.S. House Representative James Daniel Jordan (“Jordan™) pointed out that there
was something wrong with the Presidential election when it was found that during the campaign
Biden would do an event and he would get 50 people to his event, while at just one rally
President Trump would get 50,000 people. But somehow Biden, who never left his house, wins
the Presidential Election.

40.  The said statement alone rings with enough circumstantial evidence warranting an
investigation into the Presidential Election for voter and election fraud.

41. Jordan asked Defendants Chairman Nadler and Chairwoman Maloney for an
investigation into the Presidential Election who both refused.

42.  Jordan stated that their refusal to allow any kind of hearing or investigation into
the Presidential Election fraud was due to the fact that they wanted to ensure that President
Trump would not win. This shows them as cdnspirators involved in an act of war against the
U.S. Constitution.

43.  The Presidential Election was successfully uninvestigated which disenfranchised
the American voters.

44,  The Presidential Election was intentionally not investigated by those involved on
a large scale who had power to keep it from being investigated for any fraud or crimes, and who
had the power to keep certain members our judicial branch of Government from refusing to rule
on the evidence of the fraud presented to them.

45.  Jordan went on to identify acts connecting to and leading up to election and voter
fraud by stating;

a. that On July 31, 2016 Jim Comey’s FBI takes out an insurance policy; opens an

investigation on the President Trump based on nothing;

10
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b. and then on May 17, 2017 Mueller was named special counsel. Two years they
investigate the Russia hoax. Nineteen lawyers, 40 agents and 40 million dollars of
taxpayer money for nothing;
c. and then on December 18, 2019 Democrat House Members voted to impeach
President Trump based on an anonymous whistleblower with no firsthand knowledge,
who was biased against the President and who worked for Biden,
d. and then after these attempts failed, they unconstitutionally changed the election
laws of Arizona, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, and Wisconsin.
46.  The election laws that were changed in the said States violated the separation of
powers doctrine stealing the election from Trump for Biden’s win.
47.  During the Proceeding, U.S. House Representative Andrew S. Biggs (“Biggs”),
produced 1,000 affidavits attesting to the rigged Presidential Election that gave Biden his win.
48.  Also, Biggs identified more acts of a rigged election by laying before the
Proceeding a letter (“Letter”) dated December 31, 2020 addressed to Defendant Vice President
Michael Richard Pence (“Pence”) from Kelly J. Townsend (“Townsend”) (whom at that time
was a Senator—Elect) who attested in the Letter that;
a. as the Chairwoman of the Arizona House Elections, she experienced several
occurrences thwarting their ability to investigate election fraud surrounding the
Presidential Election,
b. and on December 14™, 2020, Arizona sent an alternate slate of electors, along
with a resolution from 21 current and 8 newly elected legislators asking Defendant
Pence to refrain from accepting the Biden electors until they could adequately

investigate claims of fraud,

11
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¢. and that she requested an Election Committee discovery hearing in order to
invoke subpoena power to acquire the voting machines and ballots in order to do a
comprehensive and forensic audit, which was denied,

d. and she said that probable tampering with the voting machines existed, and that a
group of AZ citizens uncovered a minimum of over 100,000 fraudulent votes
supported by over 1000 affidavits,

e. and on December 9, the Senate President authorized a hearing via the Judiciary
committee that did result in subpoenas to the Maricopa County Supervisors (who
oversee the elections process) that they had not yet, as of the date of her letter, been
complied with, and;

f. she further stated that because they had been met with strong obstruction at every
turn as itemized in exhibit A of her letter, she moved Pence to not accept the electors
until a resolution of the said matters had been made.

49.  The allegations found in Townsend’s Letter, including her exhibit A, is
incorporated as though her allegations are fully stated herein.

50.  During the proceeding, U.S. House Representative Morris Jackson "Mo" Brooks
stated that for years the news media and the Democrats have deceived America about the Trump-
Russia collusion and the existence of foreign interference in the 2016 elections.

51. Mo also stated that in 2020 Democrats promoted massive foreign interference in
American elections by helping illegal aliens and other noncitizens vote in American elections,

thereby canceling the votes of and stealing elections from American citizens.

12
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52, Mo provided Exhibits A-J of compelling and irrefutable evidence that had only
the lawful votes cast by eligible American citizens been counted, Biden lost, and President
Trump won the electoral college.

53. The allegations made by Mo along with his said exhibits are incorporated as
though they are fully stated herein.

54. Mo stated it was his constitutional duty to promote honest and accurate elections
by rejecting electoral college vote submissions from States whose electoral systems are so badly
flawed as to :ender their vote submissions unreliable, untrustworthy, and unworthy of
acceptance. The oath of office requires all members of U.S. Congress to do the same.

55.  The Proceeding provides additional irrefutable evidence proving, beyond a
reasonable doubt, that the Presidential Election was rigged in every single State of the United
States of America giving Biden and Harris a fraudulent win.

56.  The said fraudulent win was accomplished by, but not limited to, the illegal
changing of both state and federal election laws, the counting of fraudulent / illegal votes
favoring Biden wherein the number of submitted ballots exceeded the number of registered
voters, and the voting machines fraudulently switched Trump votes to Biden.

57.  Therigged election was an act of stealing the election from legitimate honest
voters which was protected by; 1) the denial of investigations, 2) by the corrupt mainstream news
media who almost on a daily basis discredited election and voter fraud allegations during
relevant times, 3) by social media giants who discredited and silenced allegations of election and
voter fraud, 4) by many members of the Executive Branch of Government such as State and
Federal prosecuting attomneys, 5) by members of the Judicial Branch of Government—Article I1I

courts, 6) and by members of the Legislative branches of Government found in both State and
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Federal levels. The protection was so widespread that it included all the Defendants who made
wild claims that the election was honest, fair and that there was no fraud of any kind affecting
the outcome of the Presidential Election. The Defendants conspired in giving aid and comfort to
enemies of the U.S. Constitution.

58.  Despite the overwhelming preponderance of evidence presented throughout the
Proceeding and found elsewhere that is readily available and continues to be exposed, all proving
Biden's win was fraudulent, the Defendants held fast to the lies that Biden won an honest
election.

59.  The Defendants pushed these lies with the cry that the Presidential Election was
the most honest in history and that many courts of law agreed.

60.  Additionally, Defendant Mike Lee stated, “We each have to remember that we
swore an oath to uphold, protect and defend this document, written nearly two and a half
centuries ago by wise men raised up by God for that very purpose. That document makes clear
what our role is and what it isn’t. It makes clear who does what when it comes to deciding
Presidential elections. . . Then comes the 12" Amendment . . . Our job is to open and then count.
Open then count —that is it. That is all there is.”

61.  Then Defendant Steny H. Hoyer stated, “We, the Member of Congress, who
‘swore an oath before God to preserve and protect the Constitution of the United States and our
democracy, must do so now.”

62.  The Defendants correctly espoused their duty under their oath of office, and then
they knowingly mocked their oaths and the opening Prayer by becoming the very enemies of the

U.S. Constitution, which they swore to protect.
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63.  The 12 Amendment cannot be construed to allow fraudulent votes to be counted,
if so then it stands in direct conflict with their oaths of office. Defendants cannot be swom
protectors and defenders of the U.S. Constitution and then be its enemy under the auspices of the
12® Amendment. This is treason.

64.  Furthermore, the 12 Amendment is not available for exercise under fraud.

65.  The Defendants claim the U.S. Constitution was inspired by God allowing a
criminal to steal an election and then to be crowned its victor. —*“Thou shalt not steal” has no
meaning to the Defendants because they believe it was nullified by the 12" Amendment.

66.  For the reasons stated above, the intentional disregard to investigate the
Presidential Election for voter and election fraud was a levy of war and an attack against
Brunson’s constitutional protected right to participate in a honest and fair election.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Promissory Estoppel Count I — as to all the Defendants)

67.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

68.  Promissory Estoppel Count I - Failure to protect Brunson’s right to vote in an
honest and fair election.

69.  Each of the Defendants have taken the required binding Oath of Office respective
to their offices as either a U.S. Senator, U.S. House member, President, and Vice President of the
United States. This oath is also a promise made to Brunson.

70.  Each of these Defendants made a promise under their said oaths, which
constitutes an oath to Brunson, and to “We The People”, that they would ensure an honest and

fair election.
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71.  Article IV Section IV of the U.S. Constitution states, “The United States shall
guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government.” Voting is the
greatest power an individual can exercise in a Republic; it is their voice and the way citizens
protect their Constitutional rights and the U.S. Constitution.

72.  An honest and fair election can only be supported by legal votes, this is sacred. It
is the basis of our U.S. Republican Form of Government protected by the U.S. Constitution. The
efforts made, as stated above, that avoided an investigation of how Biden won the election, is an
act of treason and an act of levying war against the U. S. Constitution which violated Brunson’s
right to vote in an honest and fair election and as such it wrongfully invalidated his vote,

73.  The Defendants refusal to investigate the serious allegations that the Presidential
Election was rigged, as stated above, ran contrary to their oath to ensure an honest and fair
election.

74.  Brunson relied upon the Defendants for a fair and honest election when he cast his
vote in the Presidential Election.

75.  During the Proceeding, the votes of the electors affecting the Presidential Election
that were presented for counting were cased with allegations of fraud as stated above. On
account of this, all of the Defendants were required by oath to protect Brunson’s right to vote in
an honest and fair election by rejecting the elector votes until an investigation had been made.
This they did not do. By failing to do this they wrongfully, unconstitutionally, and in violation
of their oaths to Brunson, invalidated Brunson’s vote.

76.  Failing to investigate how Biden won the election reaches the same effect as
though fraudulent votes were counted to give him his win. This invalidated Brunson’s vote so

that he could not participate in honest and fair election.
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77.  The said oath of office requires that the Defendants must fight against all enemies
of the U.S. Constitution for Brunson and “We The People”. Furthermore the 9" and 12"
Amendments do not allow for the counting of fraudulent votes because in so doing it fails to
protect the U.S. Constitution thus protecting Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair
election.

78.  For the reasons stated herein, the intentional lack of investigation by Defendants
was an attack against Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair election.

79.  Defendant’s intentional lack of investigation into the allegations of election and
voter fraud aided and abetted this fraud, and it violated Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and
fair election.

80.  The Defendants all failed to protect the U.S. Constitution by thwarting the said
investigation which invalidated Brunson’s vote. In this manner, they denied Brunson’s right to
vote in a fair and honest election which also identified the Defendants as enemies of the U.S.
Constitution.

81.  As to Defendants Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, in addition to violating their
oaths by failing to protect Brunson’s right to vote in an honest election, they also had direct ties
ensuring that no said investigation would take place into how Biden won the election. This was
done to ensure that Trump would not win while also ensuring that they, except for Pence, would
win their own elections, and also to invalidate Brunson’s vote thus setting a precedence that
Brunson’s vote would never be validated for any future Federal or State elections.

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
(Pomissory Estoppel Count II — as to all Defendants)

82.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all

Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.
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83.  Promissory Estoppel Count Il - giving aid and comfort to enemies of Brunson’s
right to vote in an honest and fair election.

84.  The Defendants gave aid and comfort to the enemies of the U.S. Constitution
whose desire was to wrongfully invalidate Brunson’s vote in violation of Brunson’s right to have
an honest and fair election.

85.  The Defendants had constructive knowledge of evidence proving that there was
voter and election fraud. They refuted this information and claimed that the election was
transparent and honest and as such invalidated Brunson’s vote.

86.  Asto Defendants Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, in addition to violating their
oaths by giving aid to enemies of Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair election, they also
had direct ties ensuring that no said investigation would take place into how Biden won the
election. This was done to ensure that Trump would not win while also ensuring that they, except
for Pence, would win their own elections, and also to invalidate Brunson’s vote thus setting a
precedence that Brunson’s vote would never be validated for any future Federal or State
elections.

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
(Breach Of Duty — as to all the Defendants)

87.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

88.  As per the Defendants oath of office, they each had a duty to protect Brunson’s
right to vote in an honest and fair election.

89.  As stated above, the Defendants were given plenty of evidence proving that Biden

won by a rigged election which they intentionally refused to investigate.
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90.  Defendants had a duty under their oath of office to protect Brunson’s right to vote
in an honest and fair election by investigating the said claims that the election was rigged in
favor of Biden. Defendants refused such an investigation which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress — as to all the Defendants)

91. Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

92.  Each of the Defendants took their oath of office without any mental reservations
knowing full well what it meant with a strong will to never violate it. The Prayer was a solemn
witness to this.

93.  Asstated above, the oath of office is also a promise to Brunson.

94.  The Defendants during the Proceeding gave a witness of their duty to keep their
oath of office.

095. The Defendants during the Proceeding purposely and maliciously violated their
oath of office when they refused to conduct an investigation as to why Biden won the election.

96.  This refusal was a direct attack against Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and
fair election. It also gave aid and comfort to the enemies of the U.S. Constitution and was an act
of treason by each of the Defendants.

97.  The Defendants violation of the oath of office was a complete disregard to the
votes of “We The People”, and to Brunson’s vote, along with his right to vote in a honest and
fair election, causing extreme shock and distress to Brunson.

98.  The Defendants who so easily violated Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and

fair election caused Brunson severe emotional damage, this damage causes fear that Defendants
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are now on a course to violate Brunson’s right to freely travel, to make a living, to have privacy,
to own property and essentially destroying his liberties.

99.  Brunson’s daily emotional distress and suffering finds moments of relief when
Brunson envisions that the Defendants, especially Biden, Harris, Pelosi, Schumer, Schiff, Cortez
and Omar will all soon be charged and found guilty of high treason.

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Fraud— as to all the Defendants)

100. Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

101. Defendants represented to Brunson that they would protect his vote and his voting
rights pursuant to their oath of office.

102.  For the Presidenﬁal Election Brunson cast his vote which the Defendants swore to
protect which they did not do.

103. Before Brunson cast his vote, he knew that the Proceeding would be by those
individuals who would take, or had taken, the oath of office, therefore he was confident in
feeling secure by their oath of office that his vote would be validated.

104, Those Defendants who took their oath of office after Brunson cast his vote knew
that Brunson would be relying upon them to validate his vote.

105. The Defendants induced Brunson to vote by way of their promises made to
Brunson that his vote would be validated in an honest and fair election. They did this to give the
appearance that the election was fair and honest which they claimed during the Proceeding.

106. Brunson relied upon and was induced by Defendant’s promises (oath of office) to
cast his vote for the Presidential Election. He did not know or even imagine that the Defendants

would not keep their promise.
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107. Brunson did not know that the Defendants would fraudulently use a tactic to
invalidate Brunson’s vote by refusing to do any investigation into the allegation that the
Presidential Election was rigged. This intentional act fraudulently invalidated Brunson’s vote.

108.  Defendants during the Proceeding claimed that the Presidential Election was fair
and honest as though an investigation had produced this finding when in fact no investigation
had been done at all. Defendants wanted Brunson and “We The People” to believe this.

109.  The fact that the Defendants fraudulently did not validate Brunson’s vote in an
honest and fair election deprived Brunson of his U.S. Citizenship because his vote is an essential
element of his Citizenship, and 1) it inhibits his freedom of association for political groups.
Parity of resources among political groups to persuade, and 2) it violates Brunson’s right of
purpose to listen to informed debates with equal opportunities to persuade.

110. Voting is the greatest power an individual can exercise in this U.S. Republic; it is
their voice and the way citizens protect their Constitutional rights and the U.S. Constitution.
Defendants for the reasons stated herein took this power away from Brunson.

111. Defendants have damaged/violated Brunson of his sacred right and unalienable
right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election.

112. The number of damages Defendants inflicted upon Brunson as stated under this
cause of action is impossible to fully incorporate herein.

113.  Article III Section III of the United States Constitution states, “Treason against
the United States, shall consist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies,
giving them aid and comfort.” The Defendants committed acts of treason and committed fraud

against Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election.
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114.  Biden and Harris both intentionally thwarted the said investigation which
constitutes that they ran a fraudulent campaign and as such aligned themselves as being enemies
of the U.S. Constitution and have committed acts of treason and committed fraud against
Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election.

115. Defendant Pelosi with her direct ties to thwarting the said investigation constitutes
acts of treason and committed fraud against Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an
honest and fair election.

116. Defendant Pence received a Letter warning him that the Presidential Election had
been rigged and instead of pursuing an investigation into this warning, Pence participated in the
Proceeding, which was fraudulent for the lack of the said investigation, which means he
committed acts of treason, and committed fraud against Brunson—wrongfully invalidating
Brunson’s vote.

117. Defendants defrauded the American people and Brunson of their right to vote in
an honest and fair election by intentionally failing to allow the said investigation.

118.  As stated herein, Defendants had full constructive knowledge that the said
investigation should have taken place, and outrageously refused.

119. Pelosi and Pence with their powers of seat could have ensured the said
investigation to take place, but instead they ensured the exact opposite and allowed the
Proceeding to take place, which fraudulently invalidated Brunson’s vote.

120. The Defendants induced Brunson to vote with their promises that it would be
validated. They falsely represented to Brunson, by making the claim that his vote supported an

honest and fair election for Biden’s win, when in fact the Defendants fraudulently invalidated
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Brunson’s vote to give Biden his win, and as such the Defendants fraudulently and willfully
damaged Brunson as stated herein. The Defendants did this with full constructive knowledge.

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Civil Conspiracy - as to all the Defendants)

121.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.
122.  Each of the causes of actions stated herein tie into this cause of action.
123. Defendants all worked in concert committing civil conspiracy during the Proceeding
which identifies the date, where and who was all involved.
124. During the Proceeding and as outlined above, all of the Defendants were given
constructive knowledge that the election was rigged. It was Defendants object and course of
action to deny this knowledge in order to skirt any kind of investigation into whether or not the
election was indeed rigged.
125.  As outlined above it was unlawful for the Defendants to have purposely refused any kind
of an investigation into how Biden won the election.
126. Defendants’ unlawful refusal to have an investigation as to how Biden won the election
constituted serious damage against Brunson; it violated his vote along with his right to vote, and
the free exercise of his citizenship as explained above.

WHEREFORE Plaintiff prays for relief against the Defendants as follows with any and
all money damages to be tax free:

Relief Under the First Cause Of Action:

127. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they never be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor

serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.
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128. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

129.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution, which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

130.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

131.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

132,  Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

133.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence, they each shall pay
$25,000,000 (Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

134.  And it shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief Under the Second Cause Of Action:

135. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

136. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

137. Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the

Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution, which invalidated Brunson’s vote.
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138.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

139.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

140. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
{(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

141.  Asto Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
(Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

142, It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief Under the Third Cause Of Action:

143.  Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

144.  Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

145. Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

146. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated

Brunson’s vote.
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147.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

148.  Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

149.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
(Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

150, It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief Under the Fourth Cause of Action:

151. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

152. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

153. Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

154. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

155. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

156. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000

(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

26




Case 1:21-cv-00111-JNP Document 2-1 Filed 08/05/21 PagelD.34 Page 28 of 102

157.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
(Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

158. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief under the Fifth Cause of Action.

159. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

160. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

161.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

162.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of ‘the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson's vote.

163. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

164. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

165. As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
(Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

166. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be

inaugurated President of the U.S.A.
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Relief under the Sixth Cause of Action.

167. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they never be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

168. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

169. Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution, which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

170.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

171.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

172. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

173.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence, they each shall pay
$25,000,000 (Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

174.  And it shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be

inaugurated President of the U.S.A.
175. TOTAL AMOUNT OF MONEY DAMAGES: tax free $2,905,000,000 (2

Billion 905 million dollars)

176.  And for any such other relief that the Court may deem proper.
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Dated this the 21* day of June, 2021.

Tl 17 Br—

aland J Brunso
Plaintiff
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United States
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WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021

No. 4

Howuse of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
valled Lo order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (My. SWALWELL).

— N —rs s

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore lajd he-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WasBINGTON, DC,
Januery G, 2021,

I hereby appoint the Honorable Erw
SWALWELL ta act as Speaker prao tempore on
this day.

NANCY PrLos!.
Speaker af the House of Representatives,

PRAYER

The Chaplain. Reverend Maigarel
Grun Kibben., offered the following
prayer:

0 God. our refuge and our sirength. a
very present help in times of discord
and trouble. Mountains crumble,
waters rage. nations roar, and yet we
need not be afraid. for even now You
abide with us in these Limes of great
discordl, uncertainty, and unrest,

We. who have pledged to defend our
Constitution against all enemies. we
pray Your hedge of protection around
this Natjon. Defend us from those ad-
versaries, both foreign and domeslic,
outside these walls and perhaps within
these Chambers. who sow seeds of acri-
mony to divide colleagues and conspire
1o undermine trust in Your divine au-
thorily over all things.

The journey of this experiment in de-
mouracy Is perilous and demanding.
fraught with anger and discontent, But
wise 1ulers still seek You.

So help us, God, Lo find You in the
midst of us.

So help us. God, to see Your gracious
plan even in Lhe events of Lhese days.

8c help us. God. Lo serve You and
Lhis Nation with Godliness and dignity.

We lay hefore You the gifts of our
hopes. our dreams. our deliberations.

and our debates. thal You would be re-
vealed and exalted among the people.
We pray these Lhings in the strength
of Your holy name,
Amen,

R ——

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant o secltion 5tapuinA) of House Reso-
Iutlon 8. Lhe Journal of the last day's
proceedings is approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will Lhe
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MANK)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance,

Mr. MANN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance o the Flag of the
United States of America. and to the Repub-
lic for which il stands, one natjon under God.
indivisible. with liberty and justice for all,

APPOINTMENT OF
THE PART OF THE HOUSE
COUNT ELECTORAL VOTES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to Senate Concurrent Resolution 1.
and the order of the House of January
4. 2021. the Chair announces the Speak-
er's appointmenl of two Members as
tellers on the part of the House to
count the elecltoral votes:

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LOFOREN): and

The gentleman f(rom
RODXEY DAVIS),

TELLERS ON
TO

Nlinois {(Mr,

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following comnuu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives;

OFFICE OF THE CLERK.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Waslungton, PDC, January 3, 2021,
Hon, Naxey PELosIL
Speaker, House of Representulives,
Wasimaton, HC.

DEAR MADAM SIEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule 11
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope recefved from the White House on
January 3. 2621 at 503 p.m., sald Lo contain
a message from the President regarding ad-
ditlonal steps addressing Lhe thyeat posed Ly
applications and other software developed or
controlled by Chinese companies.

With best wishes, ¥ am,

Sincerely.
CHERYL L. JOUNSON,
Clerk of the House.

ADDRESSING THE THREAT POSED
BY APPLICATIONS AND OTHER
SOFTWARE DEVELOPED OR CON-
TROLLED BY CHINESE COMPA-
NIES—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 117-6)

The SPEAKER pro tempore Jaid be-
fore Lhe House the following message
from the President of Lhe United
States: which was read and. together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered Lo be printed:;

To the Congress of the Uniied States:
Pursuant 1o the International Emer-
wency Economic Powers Act (50 U.8.C.
1701 ¢t seg.) (IEEPA). the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 ¢f seq.).
and section 301 of title 3. Uniled States
Code. 1 hereby report that I have jssued
an Execulive Order declaring addi-
tional steps Lo he taken concerning the
national emergency with respect to the
information and communications tech-
nology and services supply chain de-
clared in Executive Order 13873 of May
15, 2019 (Securing the Information and
Communications Technology and Serv-
jces Supply Chain) to deal with the
threat posed by applications and other

] This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g.. {1 1407 is 2:07 pm.
Matzer see in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by 2 Member of the House on the floor,

Printed on recycled paper.
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software developed or contyrolled hy
Chinese companies,

The pace and pervasiveness of Lhe
gpread in the United States of certain
connected mobhile and desktop applica-
tions and other software developed or
controlled by persons in the People's
Republic of China (PRC). to include
Hong Kong and Macau (China), con-
linue to threaten the national secu-
rity. foreign policy. and economy of
the United States. By accessing per-
sonal electronic devices such as
smartphones. tablets. and computers,
Chinese connected software applica-
tions can access and caplure vast
swaths of information from users. in-
cluding sensitive personally identifi-
able informalion and private informa-
tion. The continuing activity of the
PRC and the Chinese Communist Party
Lo steal or olherwise obtain United
States persons’ data makes clear that
there §s an intent Lo use hulk dala ¢ol-
lection to advance China's aconomic
and national security agenda. To deal
with this threat. additional sleps are
required against those who develop or
conirol certain Cliinese connected soft-
ware applications to protect our na-
Lional security.

The Executive Order prohibits cer-
tain future transactions. as determined
by the Secretary of Commerce (Sec-
retary). involving the following Chi-
nese connected soflware applications:
Alipay. CamScanner. QQ Wallet.
SHARE1L. Tencent QQ. VMate. WeChat
Pay. and WPS Office. The Secretary is
also directed Lo

(1) continue Lo evaluale Chinese con-
nected software applications that may
pose an unacceptable risk Lo the na-
tional security. foreign policy. or econ-
omy of the United States. and Lo take
appropriale action in accordance with
Executive Order 13873: and

tii} in consultation with the Attornoy
General and the Director of Nalional
Intelligence. provide a report Lo Lhe
Assistant to Lhe Presidenl for Nalional
Securfty Affairs with recommenda-
tions to prevent the sale or (ransfer of
United States user data to. or access of
such data by. forelgn acdversaries, In-
cluding through Lhe establishment of
regulations and policies to ldenlify,
conlrol, and license the export of such
data,

I have delegated to the Secretary. in
consultation with the Secretary of Lhe
Treasury and the Attorney General.
the authority to take such actions, in-
cluding adopting appropriate rules and
regulations, and employing all other
powers granted Lo the President by
IEBPA, as may be necessary Lo imple-
ment the Bxecutive Order. The heads of
all executive departments and agencies
are directed to take all appropriale
measures within their authority to im-
plement the provisions of the Execu-
tive Order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued.

DORALD J, TRUNPD.
THE WHITE HOUSE. Junuary 3, 2021.
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RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant Lo clause 12a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 12:55 p.m. today,
Accordingly (at 12 o'clock and 6 min-
utes p.n. the House stood in recess.

1255
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired. the House
was called to order by Lhe Speaker at
12 o'clock and 55 minutes p.m,

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THY SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. As the House comes
to order for Lhis important. historic
meeting, lel us be reminded that each
side, House and Senale. Democrats and
Republicans. each have 11 Members al-
Jowed 1o be present on the floor. Others
may be in the gallery. This is al the
guidance of Lhe Attending Physician
and the Sergeant al. Arms,

The gentlemen on the Republican
side of the aisle will please obsetve so-
cial distancing and ithe agreement Lo
have 11 Members on each side so Lthat
we can honor the responsihility to this
Chamber of this House of Representa-
tives.

Please exit the floor if you do not
have an assigned role from your leader-
ship. You can shares with your staff if
vou want to have a few more. bul you
cannot be that close together on Lhe
floor of the House with that many peo-
ple in here.

I thank the Senate. and the Demo-
crals and Republicans. for following
the rules,

COUNTING ELECTORAL VOTES—
JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 1

Atb 12:59 p.m.. the Sergeanl al Arms,
Paul D. Irving, announced the Vice
President and the Senate of the United
States.

The Senate enlered the Hall of Lhe
House of Representatives. headed hy
the Vice President and Lhe Secretary of
the Senate. the Members and officers
of the House rising Lo receive them.

The Vice President Look his seat as
the Presiding Officer of the joint con-
vention of Lhe two Houses. Lhe Speaker
of the House occupying the ¢chair on his
left. Senatotrs Look seals to the right of
Lhe rostrum as prescribed by law.

The joint session wasg called Lo order
by the Vice President.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr, Vice President,
parlfamentary Inquiry.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The wen-
tleman from Virginin will state his
parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr, Vice President.
in order Lo follow the Speaker’s in-
structions that only a limited number
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of people he on the floor, may I ask
how one would make an objeclion oy
make a parllamentary inquiry Iin the
future if you are not on the floor but in
the gallery.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Under sec-
tion 18 of title 3. United Stlates Code.
debate §s notl permitted in the joint
session.

Mr. GRIFFITH. IFurther parliamen-
Lary inguiry,

Mr. Vice President. I am nol at-
tempting Lo debate. 1 am Lrying to find
out how a parliamentary inguiry or a
parliamentary point of order would be
made in following with Lhe Speaker's
requesl that most of us not he on the
floor. How do you make one of those
points of order when you don't know
what is going to happen later?

The VICE PRESIDENT. Respectfully.
the gentleman’s parliamentary inquiry
constitutes debate. which is not per-
mitted in the joint session undeyr sec-
tion 18 of title 8. United States Code.

Madam Speaker. Members of Con-
zress. pursuant to the Constitution and
the laws of the United States. the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives are
meeting in joint session to verify the
certificates and count the votes of Lhe
electors of the several States for Presi-
dent and Vice President of the United
Stales.

Afler ascertainment has bheen had
thal the certificates are aulhentie and
correcl in form. the tellers will count
and make a list of the voles cast by the
electors of the several States.

‘The tellers on the part of the two
Houses will take their places al the
Clerk's desk.

The tellers, Mr. BLUNT and Ms, K1.o-
BUCHAR on the part of Lthe Senate. und
Ms. LOFGREN and Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of
I1linois on the part of the House. took
their places at the desk.

The VICE PRESIDENT. \Without ob-
jection. the tellers will dispense with
the reading of the formal portions of
the certificates.

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. After
ascertaining that the certificales are
regular in form and authentic, the Lell-
ers will announce the votes cast by the
electors for each Stale, beginning with
Alabama. which the Parliamentarian
has advised me is Lhe only certificate
of vote from that State. and purports
to be a return from the State. and that
has annexed to it a certificate from an
authority of thal State purporting to
appoint or ascerlain eleclors.

Senator BLUNT. Mpr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Alabama seems to be regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
Lherefrom thal Donald J. Trump of the
Stale of Florida recelved 9 votes for
President and MICHARL R. PENCE of the
Stale of Indiana received 9 voles for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Alabama
that the teller has verified appears to
be rezular in form and authentic?
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There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENYT., Heaving
none. Lhis certificate from Alaska, the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that State
thal purports to be a return from Lhe
State and thal has annexed to it a cer-
Lificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoinl and ascertain
electors,

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. Lhe
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Alaska seems Lo be regular in
form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of Lhe
State of Florida received 3 voles for
Presidenl and MICHAEL R. PENCE of Lhe
State of Indiana recejved 3 votes for
Vice Prasident,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the Slate of Alaska that
the teller has verified appears to be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Arizona. the
Parlimmentarion has advised me. iIs the
only certificate of vote thal the State
purporls to be a return from the State
and that has annexed to it a certificate
from an authoirity of that State pur-
porling to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Senalor KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
denl. tho certificate of the electoral
vole of Lthe State of Arizona seems to
e regular in form and authentic. and
it appears therefrom that Joseph R,
Biden, Jr.. of Lthe State of Delaware re-
ceived 11 voles for President and
KaMALA D. HaRrris of the State of Cali-
fornia raceived 11 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT.
any objections to counling the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Arizona
that the teller has verifled appears to
e regular in form and authentic?

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Vice President. I,
PACL GOSAR from Arizona. rise for my-
self and 60 of my colleagues Lo object
to the counting of the electoral ballols
from Arizona.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is Lhe objec-
tion in writing and signed by a Sen-
ator?

Mr. GOSAR. Yes, it is.

Senator CRUZ, It is.

The VICE PRESIDENT, An objection
presented in writing and signed by both
a Representative and a Senalor com-
plies with the law. chapter 1 of title 3.
United Stales Code,

The Clerk will report the objoction.

The Clerk read the objection
follows;

OBIECTION TO COUNTING THE ELECTORAL

VOTES OF THIE STATE 0F ARIZONA

We. a Mamber of the House of Representa-
tives and a United States Senator, object Lo
the counLing of the electoral voles of the
State of Arvizona on the ground that they
were pot, under all of the known cir-
vomstances. regulavly given.

PAUL GOSAR,
Representufive, State of Arizona,
TED CRUZ,
Senator. Staie nf Teras.

Are there

as
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Mike Brawun. John Kennedy, Ron Johnson,
Steve Daines, James Lankford, Bil) Hagerty,
Matsha Blackhuyn.
MEMUBERS OF CONGRESS

Mo Brooks Al 3. Andy Biggs AZ 5. Jim
Jomdan OH 4. Madison Cawtharn NC-11,
Seott Perry PA 10, Mike Kelly PA 16, Clay
Hixgink LA 3, John W, Rose TN 6. Bill Posey
FL-8, Jeff Duncan SC 3. Brian Babin TX 36,
Louie Gohmert TX 1. Brian J. Mast FL 18,
Warren Davidson OH 8, Andy Harvls MD 1.
Steven Palazzo MS 4. Douz Lamborn CO d.
Kal Cammack FL-3.

Tracey Mann RS 1, Bob Good VA 5. Adrfan
Smith NE 3. Billy Long MO-7. Jack Berzman
M1 1. Michael Cloud TX 27. Rick Crawfonrd
AR 1. Roger Willinms TX 25, Bob Gibbs OH
7. Rusa Fulcher ID 1. Ted Budd NC 13, Barry
Moore AL 2. Lee Zeldin NY 1, Jake
LaTwiner KS 2. David Rouzer NC 7, Jason
Sniith MO-8. Lawren Boebert CO 3. Chuuk
Flefschmann TN 3. Tim Burchett TN 2.
Chris Javobs NY 25,

Andrew 8, Clyde GA 9, Lance Guoden TX
§. Diana Hayshbarger TN 1. Mary E. Miller
IL-15. Mark E, Green TN 7. Ron Estes KS 4,
Neal Dunn FL 2. Romny Jackson TX 13,
Ralph Norman 8C 5. Joe Wilron SC-2, Vicky
Hartzler MO 4. Scott DesJarlais TN 4. Mar-
jorie Tavlor Greene GA 4. Doug LaMaifa
CA-1, Jefl Van Drew NJ 2, Ben Cline VA-6.
Michael D. Roxers AL-3, Markwayne Mullin
OK 2. Pat Fallon TX 4. Randy K. Weber TX
4.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
further objections to the certificate
from the State of Arizona?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Llwo
Houses will withdraw from joint ses-
sion. Bach House will deliberate sepa-
rately on the pending objeclion and re-
port its decision back to the joint ses-
sion.

The Senate will now retire Lo ils
Chamber,

The Senate retired to its Chamber.

1315
ANNOUNCEMENT RY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will re-
mind Members of the need to adhere to
the decorum requiremenis of the
Chamber as lald out in the Speaker's
announced policies of January 4. 2021,
in accordance with Lhe gujdance of the
Attending Physician,

Members are advised Lo remain in the
Chamber only if they are participating
in debate and must wear a mask at all
times. even when under recognition for
dehate.

Members must also practice proper
social distancing while present in the
Chamber.

Please. in the interests of your own
health and as an example to the Amer-
fean people. abide by the numbers, ow
up Lo 25 on each side of the afsle, Lo
participate in this stage of the debate.

Pursuant to Senale Concurrent Reso-
Jution 1 and 3 U.8.C. 17 governing the
procedure for counting the elecloral
votles. when Lhe tweo Houses withdraw
from the joint session Lo count Lhe
electoral vote for separale consider-
alien of objection. a Representalive
may speak to the objection for 5 min-
ules, and nol more than once., Debate
shall nol exceed 2 houys. afler which
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the Chair will put. the guestion. Shall
the objeclion be agreed Lo?

The Clerk will report the objection
made in the joint session.

I'he Clerk read the objection as fol-
lows:

ORIECTION TO COUNTING THE ELE(CTORAL
VOTES OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

We, & Member of the House of Representa-
tives and a Unlted States Senator, ohject to
the counting of the electoral votes of the
State of Arizona on the groumd that they
were not, under all of the Known cir-
cumatances, rexularly wiven,

PArL GosaR,
Rupresentatice, Stale of Arizona,
‘TED CRV'Z,
Senalor, Shkete of Texas.
HENATORS

Mike Braun, John Kennedy. Ron Johnson.
Steve Daines, James Lankford. Bill Hagerty.
Marsha Blacklbwrn,

MEMBERS OF CONGRESR

Mo Brooks AL 5, Andy Biggs AZ 5 Jim
Jordan OH 4, Madison Cawthorn NC 11
Svott Perry PA 10, Mike Kelly PA 16, Clay
Higgins LA 3, John W. Rose TN 6, Bill Poseyx
FL-8, Jeff Duncan SC 3, Brian Babin TX 36.
Loule Gohmert TX 1. Brian J. Mast FL 18,
Warren Davidson OH-8. Andy Harrie MD 1.
Steven Palazzo MS 4. Doug Lamborn CO 3,
Kal Cammack FL 3.

Tracey Mann K8 1. Bob Good VA 5. Adtlan
Smith NE 3, Billy Long MO-7, Jack Bergman
ML 1. Michnael Cloud TX-37, Rick Crawfoyd
AR-1. Roger Willams TX 25. Bob Gibbs OH
7. Rus« Fulcher 1D 1, Ted Budd NC 13. Bawry
Moore AL 2 Lee 2eldin NY-1, Jake
LaTurner KS 2. David Rouzer NC 7. Jason
Smith MO 8. Lauren Boehert CO-3. Chuck
Fleischmanp TN-3. Tim Bwchett TN 2,
Chris Jacobs NY-27.

Andrew S, Clyde GA-9, Lance Gooden TX
5. Diana Harshbarger TN 1. Mary E. Miller
1L-15, Mark E, Green TN 7. Ron Estes KS 4,
Neal Dunn FL-2, Ronny Jackson TX 13.
Ralph Norman 8C-5, Joe Wilson SC 2, Vieky
Hartzler MO 4. Scott DesJarlais TN-4, Mar-
jorie Taylor Greene GA-14, Doux LaMalfa
CA-1, Juff Van Drew NJ 2. Ben Cline VA 6,
Michael D. Rogers AL-3. Markwayne Mullin
OK 2, Pat Fallon TX-4. Randy K. Weber TX
M.

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair will en-
deavor Lo alternate recognition he-
tween Members speaking in support of
Lhe objection and Members speaking in
opposition to the objection.

The Chaily recognizes the gentleman
froms Louilsiana (Mr. ScaLisg) for 5
minutes.

Mr. SCALISE, Madam Speaker. 1 rise
today Lo objecl to a number of States
that did not follow the constitutional
requirement for selecting electors.

Madam Speaker. this is something
that is clear Lhat our Founding Falhers
debated aboul as a fundamental deci-
sion of how we choose our President.
There was a lot of back and forth, If
anyvone reads the founding documents
of our country. aboult Lhe different
versions they went through to ulti-
mabtely comie up with a process where
each State has elections: each State
has a process for selecting their elec-
tors and sending themn to Washington,

Madam Speaker, in a number of
those States. that constilutional proc-
ess was not followed, and thal is why
we are here Lo object,

If you look al what the requirement
says. nowhere in Article 1I. Section 1
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does i1 give Lthe secretary of xtale of a
State that ability: nowhere does it give
the Governor that ability: nowhere
does it wive a court that ability. 11 ex-
clusively zives that ability to the leg-
islatures, In fact, in most States. that
is the process that was followed. But
for those Stales. this wasn't followed,

Unfortnnately. this s not new. We
have seen over and over again more
States where the Democratic Party has
gone in and selectively gone around
this pmrocess. That has to end. Madam
Speaker. We have Lo follow the con-
stitutional process,

Now. there might be reasons why
some people don't like the process laid
out by a legislative body.

Madam Speaker. 1 served on one of
those legislative bodies when I was in
the Stale legislature for 12 years, 1
served on the House and Governmental
Affairs Committee, where we wrote the
laws for our Stiale's elections. And I
van tell you, when we had Lo make
changes. those were extensively neyo-
tialed. We would have people on both
sides come.

Republicans and Democrats. Madam
Speaker. would get together Lo work
through those changes, any minute
change {0 how a precinet would fune-
Lion. to how a change would he made in
the Ltime of an eleclion. signature re-
quirements. all the many things that
involve a clerk carrying out the duties
in each parish. in our case.

You would see people come and give
testimony, Madam Speaker. Both sides
could come. Clerks of court were there
in Lhe hearing rooms.

It was an open process. by Lhe way.
not behind closed doors in a smoke-
filled room where somebody might
want Lo bhully a secretary of state to
get a different version that might hen-
efit them or Lheir party or their can-
didate. That is nol what our Founding
Fathers said is Lhe process. Mayhe it is
how some people wanled lo carry it
out. But they laid out Lhat process.

So when we would have (o make
those changes, they were in public
view: they were heavlly debated: and
then., ultimately. those laws were
changed in advance of the election so
everybody knew what {he rules were.
People on both sides knew how to play
by the rules hefore the game started.
nol getting somewhere In Lhe process
and saying. well. you don’t Lhink it is
going Lo benefit you. so you {ry to go
around the Constitulion.

That is not how our system works, It
has zotlen oul of hand. So President
Trump has called this oult. and Presi-
dent Trump has stood up to it. So
many of us have stood up to it.

In facl, over 100 of my colleagues.
Madam Speaker. asked the Supreme
Court to address this problem just a
few weeks ago, and. unfortunately. the
Court chose to punt. They didn't an-
swer §t one way or the other. They
didn't want to get in the middle of thix
discussion.

We don’'t have that luxury Loday. We
have to discuss Lhis. We have to fix
this,
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In fact. on our [irst full day of Lhis
Congress. many of us hrought legisla-
tion onto the House floor 1o start fix~
ing the problems with our eleclions. Lo
restore integrity Lo the election proc-
ess, which has been lost by so many
millions of Americans. And we had a
vote. Every single Republican voted to
reform Lhe process, Bvery single Demo-
crpl voted against {t. They don’t want
Lo fix this prohlem.

But Lhe Constitution is our guide.
and it i3 time we start following the
Constitution. It is time we get back to
what ouwr Founding Fathers sajd is the
process for selecting electors: that is
the legislatures in public view. not be-
hind closed doors. not smoke-filled
rooms. not hullying somehody thal
might give you a better ruling.

Let's et back to rule of law and fol-
low the Constitution. Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER. For what purpose
does the gentlewoman from California
tMs, LOFGREN) seek recognition?

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, |
rise to strike the last worl.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from California (Ms. LOFGREN} is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Ms. LOFPGREN. Madam Speaker. this
day marks a crossroads for Amerjcan
democracy. Those who object Lo the
counting of the electoral college voles,
whiclt reflect. the voles of the American
people. want to substitute their pref-
erences forr the voters” cholce. That is
not what our Constitution reguires,
and it is at odds with our American
democratic Republic.

1{ Congress selects Lhe next President
instead of the American voters. we
would have no need for an elecloral
college. In fact. we would have no need
for Presidential elections at all. We
would be moving from a government
elected by the people to a government
selected by Lhose already governing.

That is not America. In the United
Stales. we abide by the choices of the
people. not by an elite few.

The Framers of our Constitution con-
sidersd Lo have Congress select Lhe
President and specifically rejected it.
Instead, they wrole Article II and the
12th Amendment.

Article II creates the electoral col-
lege. where each State appoints elec-
tors. Laws of all 50 States and D.C, re-
quire electors to vote for the winner of
the State's popular election. Each
State provides for the orderly conduct
of eleclions. including lawful c¢hal-
lenges, recounts, and Lhe like,

The 12th Amendment is what brings
us Lo today. IL says the eleclors meet
in their States, Thal happened Decem-
ber 14.

The amendment says the eleclbors
shall cast their votes, sign and certify
them. and {ransmit them to us, sealed.
Thatl has hcen done. ‘The sealed enve-
lopes containing the signed and cer-
tified hallots from each State's elec-
tors reflecting the votes of Lhe people
are in Lthose mahogany boxes,

The 12th Amendment directs Lhe Vice
President. as the President of the Sen-
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ale. Lo do only this: open Lhe sealed en-
velopes and then Lhe votes shall be
counted. Simple. It doesn’t say counted
in a manner thalt some Members of
Congress or the Vice President might
prefer. No. The votes are simply to he
counted as certified and transmittied by
the States.

C nse

During reconstruction after the Civil
War. more than one slate of electors
were appointed by States. Dueling lists
were senl and protracted processes
were undertaken in Presidential elec-
tions. And, as a result. Lo make an o1~
derly process. Congress onacted the
Electoral Count Act of 1887. This law
governs our proceedings today. The act
provides dispule resolution mecha-
nisms. .

Under the ECA. if a Governor cer-
Lifies a slate of eleclors and Lhere are
no competing slates in that State. the
Governor-certified must be counted.
Today. every single slate of electors
won by Joe Biden. or won by Donald
Trump. gol their Governor's certifi-
cation. Not a single Stale submitled a
competing slate. There is no dispute to
resolve.

The 2020 election was the most secure
election conducted in modern history.
Challenges were resolved by lawful re-
counts and audils.

The resull?

Vice Presideny Biden won the 2020
election.

More than 60 lawsuits were filed con-
testing elements of the election proc-
ess, None of these lawsuits prevailed.

Why?

As even President Trump's own judi-
cial appointees ruled, there was no evi-
dence of any wrongdoing that would
change the outcome.

The people spoke. It was not a close
election. The margin of victory for
Biden fn 2020 was larger than Trump's
margin in 2016, In fact. the Biden vic-
tory is one of the most decisive in mod-
ern times. exceeding the margin en-
joyed by Reagan when he defeated Car-
ter in 1980.

Congress has gathered in a joint ses-
sion to count electoral votes every four
years since 1789. 1 understand the dis-
appointment people feel when their
candidate for President loses. 1 have
feit the same several times in my vot-
ing life.

When that happens. it is not an invi-
tation to upend the Constitulion and
the laws of the United States. It {s an
invitation Lo work with the new Presi-
dent for the good of the country and to
wait for Lhe next election in 4 years if
vou are dissalisfied,

In that spirit. I urge my colleagues
Lo uphold the American democracy and
reject the objection.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker. I rise
to support the ohjection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Ohio is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. JORDAN. Madan Spealker.
Americans instinctively know there
was sometlhing wrong with this elec-
tion. During the eampaign. Vice Presi-
dent Biden would (1o an event and he
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would get 50 people al the event. Presi-
dent Trump. al just one vally. gels
50.000 people. President Trump in-
creases voles with African Americans:
increases voles wilh Hispanic Ameri-
cans: won 19 of 20 hellwether counties:
won Ohio by 8: Iowa by 8: and Florida
by 3. President Trump got 11 million
more voles than he did in 2016, and
House Republicans won 27 of 27 toss-up
races.

But somehow the guy who never left
his house wins the election?

Eighty million Americans. 80 million
of our fellow citizens. Republicans and
Demociats. have doubls aboul (this
election: and 60 million people. 60 mil-
lion Americans think {1 was stolen,

Butl. Democratls say: No problem. No
worries. Everything i3 fine.

We asked for an investigation., We
asked Chairman NADLER., Chairwoman
MALONEY for an investigation. They
said no. They wouldn’t wanl to inves-
tigate something that half the elec-
torate has doubts ahoul. It iz just the
Presidency of the Uniled Stales.

Why? Why nol one single investiga-
tion? Why nol even one single heating
over ithe last 9 weeks in the United
States House of Representatives? \Why?

Because all the Democrals care aboul
is making sure Presidenlt Trump isn't
President. For 42 years that is all they
have cated about.

July 31. 2016. before he was elected
the first time, Jim Comey’s FBI lakes
outl the insurance policy: opens an in-
vestigation on the President hased on
nothing.,

May 17. 2017, Bob Mueller was named
special counsel. Two years they inves-
tigate the Russia boax. Nineteen law-
vers, 40 agenls and $40 million of lax-
payey money for nothing.

December 18. 2019. Democrat, House
Members vote to impeach President
Trump based on an anonymous whistle-
blower with no firsthand knowledge.
who was biased against the President
and who worked for Joe Biden.

Bul none of that worked. As hard as
they tried. none of that worked. They
threw everything they had at him,

So what did they do next?

They changed the rules. ‘They
changed the election law and they did
it in an unconstitutional fashion. anqd
that 1s what we are going to show over
the next several hours of dehale.

The Constitution is clear. as Whip
Scanmsk just said. State legislatures
and only State legislatures set eleclion
law.

In Arizona. the law says voter reg-
istration ends on October 3.

Democrats sajd; We don’t care whal
the law says.

They went 1o a court. got an Obama-
appointed judge to extend it 18 days,
No dehate. as Steve lalked about, No
debale. No discussion. They just did 1t.

Pennsylvania, same thing. Pennsyl-
vania laws says mall-in ballois have Lo
be in by 8 p.m, eleclion day.

Democrat Supreme Court sald: Nope.
We are going to exlend it.

Election day doesn't end on ‘Tuesday
now. They took il to Friday. Bxtended

Fil

1he election 3 days: nol the legislature,
the partisan Supreme Court.

Pennsylvania law says mail-in bal-
Tots require signature verification.

Democrat secreltary of state sald:
Nope. 1 am going to decide by myself
that it doesn’t. for 2.6 million ballots,

Pennsylvania law says mail-in bal-
jots can't be processed until election
day. Some counties said no. And vou
can imagine which vounties they were.
Democrat-run countlies said no and al-
lowed ballots Lo he cured and fixed he-
fore election day.

They did an end-run arcund the Con-
stitution in every State that Repub-
Heans will object Lo today. Bvery sin-
gle one. It was a pattern, It was their
template. They did L in Arvizona. They
did v in Georgia, They did it in Michi-
gan, They did it in Pennsylvania. They
did it in Nevada. They did it in Wis-
consin.

Yel. some of our Members say: Don't
worly about it. We shouldn’t do any-
thing. Just let it go. Il was just siy
Stales who violaled Lhe Constitution,

What if it is 10 States next time?
\What if it is 157 What if. In 2024, 2028. it
is 26 Stales? What if it is half the
States (hat do an end-run around what
the Constitution clearly spells out?

We are the final check and halance.
The authority rests wilh us, the Uniled
States Congress. the body closest to
the American people. right where the
Founders wanted it. We should do our
duly. We should object to and vote for
Lhis objection to the Arizona electors.

My, SCHIFP. Madam Speaker, 1 rise
in opposiition Lo the ohjection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. SCHIFY. Madam Speaker. a litile
more than 2 months ago. America per-
formed an extraordinary feal. Under
some of the most Lrying circumslances
in our hislory. our fellow citizens con-
ducted a free and fair election. vindi-
cating our Founders® bellef once again.
that we were capable of self govern-
ment and a peaceful Llransition of
power,

On November 3. the American people
chose Joe Biden to be Lheir next Presi-
dent by an enormous margin. The sue-
cessful conduct of Lhat election, among
the most secura {n American history.
was not an accident, [t was the result
of the dedicated work of thousands of
volunteers, canvassers. poll workers,
electors, and Stale and local election
officials.

When the conduct of any Slate elec-
tion was challenged, Lhe courts,
through judges appointed by Demo-
crats and those appointed by Repub-
licans, heard unsubstantiated claims of
fraid, found they had no merit, and
said so.

But most important. the American
people persevered. In the midst of the
worst pandemic in a century. America
had one of the most impressive elec-
tions in a cenlury, with historic voter
turnout.

Our fellow citizens did their civic
duty. The question we face Loday is:
Will we do ours?
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Thal we are here, with a subslantial
number of our Members seeking lo
overturn an election is remarkable,
wragic, and all voo predictable, for it is
the natural result of a locomotive set
in motion months ago with a myth.
For weeks and weeks. before. during.
and after our election. a dangerous
falsehood was propagated: That our
election would he marred by massive
frawd,

Never miind it was the same election
which brought the very men and
women Lo this Chambetr who would
challenge its results, What value has
consistency when measured against
ambition?

A former Senator from Georgia. re-
marking on a conlested election gver a
century ago. said: “Able men. learned
men., distinguished men. great men in
the eyes of the nation. scemed intent
only on accomplishing a party tri-
umph, without regard to the con-
sequences (o the country. Thal is
human nature. That {s.” he said, un-
fortunately, party nature.”

Was he right?

We stand in a House whicl was once
the place of glants. Have we become so
small? Does our oath Lo uphold Lhe
Constilution. taken just days apo.
mean 50 very little?

I think not. I believe. to guote our
dear departed friend, Elijah Cummings,
thal we are Letter than that. I think
Eilijah would be proud that the debate
here today is not hetween Democrats
and Republicans. and that some Repub-
licans. including the Republican leadex
of the Senate. remain devoted Lo the
principle thal we are a nation of laws,
not individuals. let alone a single indi-
vidual.

It may seem unfair to the new Mem-
bers who have only just taken the oath
for the first time. that they should be
so0 soon tested with one of the most
consequential votes they may cast. no
matter low lony they serve, But it is
s50. and none of us can shrink from that
responsibility. Nor can we console our-
selves with the intoxicating fletion
that we ecan break that oath without
consequence hecause doing so wil) not
succeed in overturning the election. An
oath ig no less broken when the break-
ing fails Lo achieve [ts end.

We must be mindful that any who
seek to overturn an election will do in-
jury Lo our Constitulion. whatever Lhe
result. For just as the propagation of
that dangerous myth about this elec-
lion made Lhis momenl inevilable, our
acltions today will pul another train in
motion. This election will nol be over-
turnetl.

But what ahout the next? Or the one
after that?

What shall we say when our demo-
cratic legacy is no more substantial
than the air. except lhat we brought
trouble Lo our own house and inherijted
the wind?

This isn't the first time we have had
a conlentious election. and it won'l be
Lthe last. In 1800, John Adams lost a
closely contested election to Thomas
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Jefferson, in the first peaceful transi-
tion of power from one party (o an-
other in our history. Adams was hardly
pleased with the result. choosing to
gkip the inaugural activities, bhut he
did what leaders are required Lo do in a
democratic goveirnment when they
lose. He wentl home. He went home.

Jefferson would later refer to his vic-
tory as the Revolution of 1800, hut mar-
veled Lhat the Revolution had oveurred
“hy the rational and peaceful Instyu-
ments of veform. the sufftage of the
prople.”

It has never been our place Lo over-
turh an election. and if we hope Lo re-
main a democracy. it never will be.

Mr. BIGGS, Madam Speaker. I rise in
support of the objection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona {s recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker. I join
Lhe objection to counting voles of elec-
Lors from my home State of Arjzona. as
well as Georgia, Pennsylvania, Wis-
consin, Michigan, and Nevada. hecause
eleclion Intlegrity is the heart of our
American eonstitutional republic?

In a representative form of govern-
ment. we must be able to trust Lthat our
elections accurately represent the will
of the American voter. This is Lhe ap-
propriate forum anticipated and pro-
vided for by our Founders Lo dehate
whether this election complied with
the Constitution that we have all
sworn to protect,

BEvery particular of the Constitution
is to be protected. including Article IL.
Seclion 1. The debate as Lo the legit-
imaey of the 2020 Presidential election
hag been suppressed by the left and its
propagandists in the media until Ltoday.

State legislatures are required to de-
termine the manner in which electors
are chosen. Arizona names ils slectors
on Lhe general election ballot and iden-
tifies what candidate Lhose electors are
required Ln vote for should that can-
didate ohtain the majority of votes in
the general eleclion.

As part of the mamner for deter
mining electors. Arizona also estab-
lishes deadlines for voter registration.
The deadline has been in place for 30
vears,

1345

Thix year. that voter regisiration
deadline was Oclober 5. Early voting
commenced 2 days later. 1Mve days be-
fore Lhe deadline. a group filed a law-
suit demanding that Arizona election
officials not enforce the deadline.

The Federal District Court decided
that since other States have a deadline
later than Arizona's and some even
allow for registration when voting.
that Arizona's new deadline would be a
time he chose. not the legislature's
timeline.

The appellate vourt effeclively over-
turned the lower court ruling and
noted thal Lhe Arizona deadline estab-
lished by the State legislature was
soundd and appropriate and complied
with the Constitution. But the appel-
late vourt merely shortened Lhe exten-

sion, the hypassing of the deadline lo
10 days,

The appellate courl., without legal
justification, also decided that every-
one who registered after the legal dead-
line. but before Lhe deadline created by
judicial fial. could still vote.

Note that Lhe Arizona legislature was
no longer in control of delermining the
manner of appointing Presidential
electors because the court had sel a
new deadline. even though the appel-
late court found the legislature’'s dead-
line was constitutionally sound.

During that window. more than 32.000
voters reygistered in Maricopn County
alone. Here are copies of those voter
registration records. In going around
the deadline sel hy the legislature. the
courl ignored Lhe Arizona legislature’s
obligation and right to direct the man-
ner of choosing Presidential electors as
set forth in Article Il Section 1.

As a consequence of that judicial
usurpation. more than 32,000 people
were allowed to unlawfully cast ballots
in Arizona's Presidential eleclion in
20220.

The Arizona legislature seeks an
independent audit of the election. The
Governor refuses now to call them into
a special session. The Maricopa County
Board of Supervisors has refused to
comply with legislative subpoenas. In
Arizona, Lhe people who conlrol the
evidence related Lo Lhe election have
done everything possible Lo prevenl an
independent. audit directed by the leg-
islature,

Arfzonans have used the lmited
amount of records available to Inves-
tigate Lhe 2020 Presidential election. Of
a limited sample of 1.600 addresses of
voters., they found 539 voters did not
live at Lhe addresses on the voter rolls.
Here is a stack of 1.000 declaration of
affidavils supporting that.

I ohjecl Lo ¢ounting the votes of Ari-
zona electors bhecause Lthe Federal
courts went around lhe legislatively
constructed mechanism for choosing
Arizona’s Presidential electors. allow-
ing tens of thousands of voters Lo un-
lawfully cast votes. The court usurped
a key component of the Arizona legis-
lature’'s manner of selecting Prosi-
dential electors, thus violating Article
11. Section 1. The legislature is heing
ohstructed in its efforts. And what lit-
tle evidence we have and what. little in-
formation we have has produced this
kind of evidence. which indicatles a sig-
nificant problem with the integrity of
the Presidential election.

Madam Speaker. I include in the
RECORD my writlen coniments, (o-
vethey with the voler regislration
records thal reflect the 32,000 registra-
tions permitted in contravenlion of
State law: letters and resolutions from
Arizona legislalors pertaining to the
count of voles from electors: alony
with approximaltely 1.000 affidavils and
declarations pertaining to potential
voter fraud in Arizona in the 2020 Pyes-
idential election: and Lhe statement. of
Congressmai RANDY WERER of Texas,

DECEMBER 31. 2020,

DEAR VICKE PUESIDENT PENCED As the Chaly-

woman of the Arizons Housv Elections Com-
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millee, I wnte 1o you with upmost wyeney
10 communicate 10 you several ovcurrences
that thwart our ability as legislatom 1o in-
vestigale legitimate and concerning allega-
tions of election DRud in (he most recent
neneral election, On December 14, 2020, Ari-
Z0na sent an alternate slate of electors,
along with a resolution from 21 carrent and
8 newly elected legislators asking you to re-
frain rom aceepting (e Biden elevtors unitil
we could adequately investizate these clajma
of fraud.

Soon after the slection, I requested an
Elections Conunittee discovery hearing 1n
order to use subpoena power to acquire the
voting machines and hallots in owler to do a
compichensive and forensic audit, I was told
that it was nol & good fdea and was denied
the ability. I continued to request the hear-
ing with the Speaker of th¢ House, asked
publicly. and tried every avenue to no avail,
A full month later on December 9th, the Sen-
ate Prestdent authovized a Heartng via the
Judiciary committee, and that did resujt in
subpoenas to (he Maricopa County Super-
visors (who oversee the elections process)
that have yet. as of the wiiting of this letter.
heen complied with,

Court. cases have heen disinissed ddue 1o not
having evidenve, however out efforts Lo do an
audit tu olain such evidence have been sup-
pressed, We held a henring on 11 .30 2020 with
Rudy Gluliani Lo at least hear testimony
from citizens who experienced irregularities,
along with subject matter experts who re-
ported severe {rregularities and probable
tampering with the machine apparatus. On
11302020, a group of Arizoaa e¢llizens ie-
portedd publicly (hal they had uncovered
with great confldence a minimum extimation
of 160.000 frawdulent voters. hased on over
1600 declarations affidavils collected. This
supports an earlier document submitted Lo
the Attorney General and would laryely im-
pact the outcome of the electlion,

We have experienced obstruction at every
turn. For youy reference, I have {temized, in
Exhibit A, many of the varfous ways we have
been stopped from fnvestigating claims of
fraud and gross irregularities. It is my hope
that yvou will see that the Avizona Pres)-
dential election is still in dispute and unve-
xolved. We call on you Lo take this inlo con-
sideration as you perform your duties on
January 6Lh. and not accept the electors
until we have resolution to these matters.

With utmost respect.
KELLY JJ. TOWNSEND,
Senutor-Flect.
ExmpiT A

1. Requests from the House Elections
Chatrwoman 'myselD) and the House Federal
Relations Chalrman (Mavk Finchem) to hold
an evidentiary hearing were repeatedly de-
nied and have yet (o be honored, Multiple
Chairmen of various commitlees yequested a
henring in order Lo investigate clafins, Lo no
avail. We were forced to hokl an unofficinl
hearing on Noveraber 30th where many vame
forward with very vonceining evidence aml
claims.

2. The Senate Juliclary Commities hear-
ing wag not held until 4 dayu after the elec-
tion on 12142020, the same day as the Elec-
wors were Lo cast their votes. This delay ren-
dered the hearing of little effect reparding
having confidence {n e correcl votes cast,
The Chalrman thus issuwd & subpoena for the
equipment amd ballots, but the Marivopa
Board of Supervisors has countetsued and
refuse to comply. They will not release any
machine or hallot info, even hourh within
the RFP for the Dominlon machines. it s
stated that their key Jeatures are thelr abil-
ity to conduct hand counts, perform risk
lmiting audits, and publish ballol Imaues
and adjudication recorils with markings on a
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public website, valling it their open data ini-
tiative. Now that thay ate being asked for it,
they are refusing to make it availahle, eiting
voter confldentiality, There fs no voter in-
formation contained in the machine or on a
Lallot. lowever, 80 thal reagoning ix insutfi-
clenl., Their inaction and nonfeasanve pre-
vent ux from proper dixcovery,

3. 1. alopx with several others, requested
the Governor Lo call ug in for special session
to be able Lo deal with the {ssue, It is out un-
derstanding that we cannol enforce the sub-
poena for equipment and ballots unless we
are in session, His ohgoing unwillingness to
call us into sessfon Lo address these issues
had kept us from adeguate discovety. On 12
022020. Governor Doug Ducey was asked by
the media If he was going (o hohor the Legin.
lator's request for a speetal session. He pro-
ceeded to incorrectly name Monday January
13th as our first day back In regular session.
In response. the reporter asked. “So you see
no need for a speclal session to look at any
of thene issues oy Lhe lasue of Presidentinl
vlectors....” to which the Goverpor inter-
upted amd said, *T')1 see the Leyxislature in
January.”

4. The House leadership attempled to deter
Representative Bret Roberts from semding o
letter 1o Attorney General Braovich and the
Maricopa County Board of Supervisors ve-
warding the accurate performance of 8 hand
count hised on the statutory requirement to
do so by precinet, versus vote center. By
deing a band count hased on voting centers,
it venders it impossible Lo tell if there was a
rogue precinct involved fn fraud. Neverthe-
less. Rep, Robert’s efforts to enforce statute
were thwarted by House leadership,

5. One week prior to the Electors voling.
on December 7th. the House and Senate lead-
ership closed the buildings in the name of
COVID-19. preventing any in-person heavings
or work Lo he performed. This greatly hin.
dered our ability to push Jor discovery re-
rapding election integrity during the last
dayxs hefore Lhe Elector’s voles wepe cast.

8, The Maricopa County Board of Super-
visors held & closed meeting on 11202020 in
order 1o certifv the election results, where
the public was not allowed to participate and
ask questions. Prior to that meeting. on 12
092020, Merissa Hamilton (a dala integrity
expert) deliversd to the Altorney General a
statistienlly signlficant llsting of deceased
voters thal recelved a ballol and these de-
ceased who actually veturned o ballol, AL the
aforementioned meeting. the Mavicopa Coun-
ty Elections Director Ray Valenzueld stated
that the 118t of deceased voters casting a bale
Jol wag mere folklore and dismissed il as a
nonissue. This accusation is still pending an
investjzatlon.

7. After submiiting a public records re-
quest for the Faderal only volers who tast a
hallot in the 2020 General election. I was told
by a staff member that the Elections Direc-
tor was vetting the MHet™ before be gave it
to me. I dil not request & cleaned-up Hst of
voters, but the st {n its entirety. This di-
minished my confidentve In that lst. that |
have a true representation of persons who
cast 2 ballot that cvannot estabish their
fdentity or citizenship.

B, Arizona Stale House leadership pre-
vented Legislatoms from issuing press re-
leases having to do with the election that dtd
not conform to thuly own opinion. This di-
minished our ability Lo commuanicate to the
public our conceras about how the election
and post procedures were being handled,

9, On 12012020, 1 requested the Attorney
General's Elections Integrity offive to inves-
tate the claims masle at the November 30th
Giuliani hearing and provided them the lnk.
I wad told that none of the ltems linted at
the Gialland hearing would be investizated
hy that office.

10, The Maricopa County Recorder al.
tendad more than one DefCon conferviace
that Jocused on the ability to hack voting
machines, The Legisiature was never in-
fornted that the outcome of these con-
ferencen recommended thal elecled officinla
he notiffed due to unprotected potis on the
machines, passwotrds left unset or e in de-
fault conligurations and securily features of
the underlying commercial hardware were
left unused or even disabled, It wasx rec-
ommended that to improve election security,
paper batlotx should be used, and a rigorous
post-election andit be performed, We learned
aboul thig issue vin social media, and it was
obfuscaled by Lhe Election officials,

11. Arizona Republican State Chair Relli
Ward reporta the following malfeazance and
nhstruetion:

a, No allowed review of the digitally adju-
divaled ballots  over 200.000.

b, Only 100 of the duplicated bhallots re-
viewed 3% error rate in favor of President
Trump, Maricopa County refused to look at
the other 28.000 ballots,

¢, No meaningful siznature verificalion.
County employees dofng sfunature
verification offsite, over the interner. with-
out oversight, and at times al a rale of 30
slnatures or more per minute.

12, The Secretary of State took 24 days to
answer a public records request hy Merissa
Hamilton, asking them (o deliver the meet-
inz minutes from Lheir Lechnical committee
Lo cert1fy the Dominion voting equipment.
Only after four requests and the involvement
ol the Ombudsman did she obtain (he infor-
mation, The results of that request showed
Lthat despite the voting equipment hot heing
able to valeulale the votes properiy. which
was never addressed, the machines were stlll
certified. The Maricopa Countly RFP for the
Dominion eguipment did not give the public
a chance 1o give input on the procurement.
There was never any discuasion or an offer of
various options Lo choose fvomy, The Board of
Supervisots wenl straixht Lo a vole with no
discussion and approved the machines unani-
mously,

13. There arve multiple numerous examples
of how on election day observers and poll
workers were prevented fMom overseeing the
various procedures, thereby undermining
confidence that there was no illegal activity
and violating Arizona's statutes regarding
election hintegrity. We have had no formal tn-
vestigation into the vast majority of these
accusalions,

SUMMARY

Arizona has many unresolved fssues that
we would like to have {nvestigated In order
Lo confidently say our electors voted for Lhe
true vicloy {n the 2020 Presidential election.
We still have outstanding issues left unre-
solved and are Leing stopped at nearly every
turn from investigating, For example. Lhe
Marlcopa County Recorder’s office started
counting early baillots 14 days before election
day. During that time. the Lackud server
was removed sach night by a Dominion ein-
ployee. This is of sfgnificant concern becanse
the information on those setvers could have
been manipulated and orr provided to nefar-
ioug people as to how many ballotsvotes
were needed to change the resulls of the
election as Lime went on,

Many in the Leglslature belleve that il we
are ahle (o do a forenric andil. we could In-
vestigate Uiese and other serfous claims
hrought forward to uz, However. as you can
see by Lhe list above (not exhaustive hut
brief foy your beneflty we have many entitjes
who appear to he blocking our afforts (o get
to the hotlom of {he Issue, One can only ask.
in a supposedly secure amd faiy election. why
discovery 1 heing quasher

CONCLUNION

It {8 asked that all of Lhese issues be von-

siierefl when vontempiating the eleven Ari.
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zona electoral voles, Our election is stil in
dispule, and we have obfuscation and ai-
temipts at running out the clock Lo prevent
dfscovery of the factx, \We believe {t is finpoy-
gible 10 conclusively declare a winner in Ari-
zona and pray that you would refyain from
counting the electoral voles from our slate.
and vonsider the alternate slate should we be
able to establish validity to the various
claims of election raud on such a seale that
would change the outcome.

Thank you. Kindly., for your attention to
these matters,

A REROLUTION T0O CONGRESS

Whereas. It s the constitutional amdl lewal
obligation of the Legislature of the State of
Arizona to ensure that the state’s presi-
dential electory truly represent the will of
Lhe voters of Arvizona: and

Whereas, pursuant to the direction of Con-
ress as set forth in United States Code, title
3, section 1 as authorized by Article II, sec-
tion 1. clause 4 of the Constitution of the
United States, and stale law adopled pursu-
anl therero, Arizona conducted an election
for prestdential electors on Lhe Tuesday next
after the first Monday in November of 2020
that is. on November 3, 2020: and

Whereas., that electfoR was masred hy
irrerularities 80 sfgniflcant as to render it
hixhly doubtful whether the certified results
avearately represent the will of the voters:
and

Whereas, Congress has further directed in
T.8. Code. title 3. section 2 that when a state
“has beld an election for the purpose of
choosing electorn. and has falled to make a
chojce on the day prescribed by law, the vlec-
tora may be appofnted on a subsegnent day
in such manuer as the legislature of such
State may direct”™: and

Whereas. that provision implicitly recog-
nizes that Artjele IL SecUon 1, Clause 2 of
the U.S. Constitution miants to each state
lepislature, with stated limitations, the xole
authorlty o prescribe the manper of ap-
pointing electors for that state: nnd

Wheteas, the United States Supreme Count
and other courts have explained that when a
state lepislature divects the manner of ap-
pointing electors, it does so pursuant to a
grant of authority from the U.S. Constitu-
tion rather than by reason of any state con-
stitullona) or other legal provision: that this
authority max he exerclsed by the legisla-
ture alone without other aspectys of the nor-
mal lawmaking provess; and that the state
Jegislature’s authority over the appolntment
of presidential electors s plenary and may
he resumed at any time: and

Whereas, hecause U.8, Code, Litle 3. section
7 mandates that all presidential electors
vote for President and Vice President of the
United States on December 14, 2020, It i3 n-
possible Lo pursue the Legislalure’s preferveil
comse of action, which would be for Arizo-
na's voters Lo participate in a new and fair
and free presidential election bhefore that
date: and

Whereas, in view of the lacls heretofore re-
cited, the Legislature iz required to exetelse
fts best judzment as Lo which slate of elec-
tors Lhe voters prefer: and

Whereas. Jegal precedent exists whete in
1960 the State of Hawali sent an nlternate
slate of electors while Lhe Presidential elee-
tion was still in question in otder to meet
the deadline of selecling electors. and upon
recount the alternate zlate of electors' bal-
iots were uitimately connted: and

Whereaz, the undersigned have an obliga-
tion to find the truth, For this reason. on
several occasions since November 3. we state
Jawmakers have yeguested fact-1inding hear-
fnxs to include a comprehensive aml inde-
pendent forensic awdil, At this time. no such
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audit has been authorized. This leaves the
uncertainly of the election results in a state
that retpires further investigation amd reso-
lution: and

Wherenx, ongoiny election f1vezularity liti-
sation ir currently active, angd there are un-
1esolved disputes by both the Leuislature
and at least one Presidentfal campatien, ren-
deving the election inconclusive as of date af
signing of this letter,

Therefore, be il

Resolved by the undersigned Leglslators,
members of the Arizona House and Senate,
reguest that the alternate 11 ¢lectoral votes
be accepted for to Donald J. Trump or to
have all electoral voles nullified completely
until a full forensie audit can he conducted,
Be It further resolved thal the United States
Conxress ts not to consider a slate of eleclors
Irom the State of Arjzona untfl the Legisla-
Lure deems Lhe election Lo be final and all
Iiverularities resolved.

Signed this day, 3 Decemlbwy, 2020,

Senator Elect Kelly Townsemd, Legislative
District 16; Representative Kevin Payne,
Legislative Digtriel 21 Representative Mark
Finchem. Legislative Districl 11; Senator
Sonny Borrelli, Legislative District 3 Rep-
resenlative Bret Roberts, Legislalive Dis.
trict 113 Representative Bob Thorpe, Legisla-
tive District 6 Senator David Farnsworth.
Leygislative District. 18 Representative Leo
Biasivcci, Legislative District 5: Representa-
tive Antheony Kern. Legislative Distriet 20:
Senator Sylvia Allen, Legislative Distriet [3;
Senator Elect Naney Barto. Legistative Dis-
tjet 15 Majority Lender Warren Petersen.
Legislative District 12: Representative Sleve
Plerce. Leglalative District 1t Reprerentative
Tony Rivero, Lexislative District 21: Senatoyr
Davitt Gowan., Legislative District 14: Rep-
resentative David Cook. Lexislative District
8: Representative John Fillmore. Legislative
District 16: Representative Travis Grantham,
Legislative Districl 12; Representative Wal-
ter Blackman. Leufslative District 6: Rep-
resentalive Shawnna Bolick, Leglslative Dis-
trict 20: Representative Noel Camphell, Leg-
islative District 1: Representative Elect Jae-
queline Parker. Legislative Distrivt 16: Rep-
resentalive Elect Beverly Plngevelli, Legis-
lative District 21t Representative Elect Jake
Hofifman, Legislative District 12: Senatoy
Elect Wendy Rogers. Lt Col, USAF rety
Legislative Distyicl 6: Representative Elect
Sleve Kalver. Legislative Dlstrict 15 Rep-
resentalive Elecl Brenda Batton, Legislative
District 6: Representative Elect Joseph
Chaplik. Legislative District 23: Representa-
tive Elect Judy Buwiyes, Legislative District
1: Representative Elect Quang Nyxuyen, Leg-
{slative District 1.

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker. 1
claim the Lime in opposition Lo Lhe ob-
jection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Maryland is recognized for 5 minules.

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, 1
Lhank you first and all my dear beloved
colleagues for your love and tender-
ness. which my family and 1 will never
foryet,

Abraham Lincoln, whose name is a
comfort Lo us all, said: “We have got
the best government the world ever
knew,”

It §s best because the firzt Lhree
words of the Conslitulion tell us who
goveins here: We the People.

Watch this proceeding loday and tell
the world with pride. as Lincoln did.
aboul the Lrilliant meaning and prom-
fse of our country. Our Government bhe-
longs Lo the people.

As President. Ford said: Here the peo-
ple rule,

Today we ave in the people’s House Lo
complele the people’s process for
choosing the people's President. We as-
semble into joint session for a solemn
purpose thai we have all sworn a sa-
cred oatl to faithfully discharge. The
12t Amendment obligates each and
every onc of us to count Lhe electoral
votes to recognize the will of the peo-
ple in the 2020 Presidential election,

We are not here. Madam Speaker, to
vole for the candldate we want. We are
here to recounize the candidate the
people actually voted for in the States.

Madain Speaker, Lhe 2020 eiection is
over and the people have spoken. Joe
Bidet received more than 80 million
votes. Seven million more than Presi-
denl Trump. A mwmber larger than any
other President has received in U.S.
history. The sweeping popular victory
translated into an electoral college vie-
tory of 306-232. a4 margin which Presi-
dent Trump pronounced a landsiide
when he won by those exacl same num-
bers in 2016,

S0 now we count the electoral votles
that were just delivered to us in the
heauliful mahogany cases hrought by
those hardworking Senale pages. These
mahogany cases contain only Lhe 538
elecloral voles Lhat were sent in by Lthe
States. not the 159 million hallots that
were cast by our constitnents, Those
wete counted 2 months ago by hun-
dreds of thousands of election officials
and poll workers across America who
risked their health and even their lives
in the Lime of COVID to deliver what
our Department of Homeland Secuvily
called Llhe mast secwre election in
American history. Many of these offi-
clals have endured threals of retribu-
Lion, violence. and even dealh jusl for
doing their jobs,

Just as the popular vole was for
Biden. so was the electoral vote. On
December 15, Senate Majority Leader
MITeH MCCOXNELL recognized it. —The
glectoral collexe has spoken,” the Sen-
alor said from (he Senate floor.
*Today 1 wanl Lo congratulate Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden.”

Yet. we have seent escalating avtacks
oh our election with unfounded claims
of fraud and corruption. More Lhan 60
lawsuits have Leen brought to date
seeking to overturn Lhe resulls. They
have failed repeatedly and they have
falled spectacularly.

Every objection we hear Loday ma-
ligning our States and thelr officials—
both Republican and Democral—has
been litigated. adjudicated. and oblil~
erated in both Kederal and State
Courts. The President hay not jusl had
his day in court. Madam Speaker. he
has had more than 2 months in court
looking for a judge Lo embrace these
arguments, In more than 50 cases,
Madam Speaker. at least 88 different
judges, including many appointed by
the President himself. have meticu-
Jously rejected the Presfdent’s claims
of fraud and corruption,

Take Georgia U.S, District Court
Judge Steven Grimbery. who was
named to the benchh hy President
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Tium) last year. He rejected President
Trump's prayver to block certification
of Biden's victory in Georgia. saying it
“has no basis in fact or law.”

Take U.S. District. Judze Bretl Lud-
wig, another Trump nominee who took
the hench in September. He dismissed a
lawsuil seeking to overtuim the results
in  Wisconsin. calling it ‘extraor-
Afnary.”

He sai: A silling President who dil
not prevail in his bid for reelection has
asked for Federal Court help in setting
aside the popular vote hased on . ..
issues he plainly could have raised he-
fore the vote occurred.

*This court allowed the plaintifi the
chance to make his case. and he has
lost on Lhe merits.”

Trump has asked for the rule of law
to be followed. Judge Ludwiy observed.
and he said definitively: It has heen.

I have Leen a constitutional law pro-
fessor for 30 years, and if 1 were to test
my students on these decisions, it
would he Lhe eagfest tesl in the world
Because the plaintiffs have lost nearly
every case and every issue in Lhe most
sweeping terms. That is all Lhey would
have to remember. There is no basis in
fact or law Lo justify the unprece-
dented relief thal is being requested of
nullifying these elections,

We are here to count the votes. Let
us do our job.

Mrs. BOEBERT. Madam Speaker. |
rize to support the ohjection.

The SPEAKER, The gentlewoman
from Colorado is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs, BOEBERT. Madam Speaker, lo
ease evervone's nerve, I want Members
Lo all know thal I am not here to chal-
lenge anyone Lo a duel] like Alexander
Hamf{lton or Aaron Buir.

Madam Speaker, my primary objec-
tion to the counting of (he electoral
votes of the State of Arizona is based
on the Constitution and the direction
of State legislalures through State
law, as spelled out in the following Lwo
clauses of Article I1, Section 1. Clause
2: Each State shall appoint. in such
manner as the legislature thereof may
directl. a number of electors.”

And the election clause of the Con-
stitution provides State legislalures
with explicit authority to prescribe
*the times. places. and manner of hold-
ing elections.”

For more Lthan three decades. Arizona
law, get by Lhe Slate legislature, has
required that voler registration end no
later than 29 days hefore an election.

This is clear. It is law. unless amend-
et by the Stale legislature. This iy the
way it needs to be carried out.

In Arizona. the deadline for voter
registration for the 2020 Presidential
election was October 5. 2020, Using
COVID as a reasoning. Democrats filed
a lawsuit to extend this deadline by 18
days. An injunction was made LY an
Ohama-appointed judge preventing the
Arizona gecretary of state from enfore-
ing the constitutional deadiine set by
the State legislature,

As a result of this frivolous, partisan
lawsuit, 10 extra dayvs were added via
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udicial fiay to allow voler reglstra-
tion, These 10 days were added after
voling had already begun, This is com-
pletely indefensible. You cannot
change the rules of an election while it
fs underway and expect the American
people to Lrust i,

Now. in this 10-day period. at least
30,000 new volers were registered to
vole in Arizona, All of these voles are
unconsbitutional. It does not matter if
they voted for President Trump or if
they voled for Vice President Biden.
‘They didd nol register in Lime for the
election. The law states Qctober 5. Ei-
ther we have laws or we o not.

If we allow Slable election laws as set
forth by the State legislatures to he ig-
nored and manipulated on the whims of
partisan lawsuits. unelected burean-
crats. untawful procedures, and arbi-
Lrary rules, then our constitutional Re-
public will cease to exist.

The oath I took this past Sunday to
defend and support the Constitution
makes it necessary for me Lo object 10
this travesty. Otherwise. the laws
passed by the legislative branch merely
become suggestions to he accepted, re-
jected. or manipulated by those who
did not pass them.

Madam Speaker. I have constituents
outside of this huilding right now, 1
promised my voters to he their voice.
In this branch of government in which
I now serve, il is my separate butl equal
obligation to welrh in on this election
and ohject.

Are we nol a government of. hy, and
for the people?

They know thal this election (8 not
right: and as (heir Representative. I
am senl here to represent them. [ will
not. allow the people to be fgnorad,

Madam Speaker. it Is my duty under
the U.S. Constitulion to object to the
counting of the elecloral votes of the
State of Arizona. The Members who
stand here today and accept the resulls
of Lhis concentrated. coordinaled. par-
tizan effort by Democrats. where every
frandulent vote cancels oul the vote of
an honest America. has sided with ex-
tremists on the left.

The United States Congress needs to
make an informed decision. and that
starls with this objection.

Madam Speaker. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr, MAsT),

Mr. MAST. Madam Speaker, I pise as
well to support the objection, and 1 rise
with the simple question: Can the
Chair honeslly tell Americans, wilh a
pending Supreme Court case over legal
observers not being allowed to observe
and inspect signatures. that Llhe laws
aml Lhe Constitulion of that State
were not violated to change voting out-
comes?

Madam Speaker, 1 will wait for a re-
sponse.

The SPEAKER. The ,wnllem'm from
Florida (Mr. MAsT) has 25 seconds re-
maining,

Mr. MAST. Maduain Speaker. 1 will re-
peat my Question,

Can you honestly tell Americans.
with a pending Supreme Court case
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over legal observers nol being able to
observe and inspect signatures, that
the laws and Constitution of Avizona
were not violated to change voting out-
comes?

And 1 will wait for a response.

The SPEAKER. The time of (he zen-
Lleman has expired.

T 1400

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker. 1 rise
in opposition Lo the objection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Colorado is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr, NEGUSE. Madam Spealker, Loday
is an important day. In 1862, during the
depths of the Civil War, President Lin-
coln submitted his annual message to
Congress. to this bady. and in it. he
wrote the following: “Fellow citizens.
we cannol escape history. We. of this
Congress and Lhis administration, will
be remenmbered in spite of ourselves.

. The fiery trial through which we
p.lss will light us down. in honor or dis-
honor. Lo the latesl generation. . . . We
shall nobly save, or meanly lose. the
last hest hope of Earth.”

Madam Speaker. we gather today Lo
ensure the survival of our grand Amer-
fcan experiment. the grealest democ-
racy Lhis world has esver known, and
there are millions of people watching
today‘s proceedings. 'T'he eyves of the
world are on us now, my colleagues,
wondering if we will keep the faith,
wondering if our constitutional Repub-
lic will hold.

Will we adhere to our Constitution,
Lhat solemn visionary document that
has guided us so well for so long and
enabled the peaceful transfer of power
for the last 230 yvears?

Will we continue 1o be a country pre-
mised on the consent of the governed. a
Congress that respecls the will of the
people. and a Republic that will en-
Adure?

Madam Speaker, Lhose are the ques-
tions before us Loday. With respect Lo
my new colleague from Colorado. the
question is not whether Joe Biden was
¢lected the 46th President of the
United States, He clearly was. The peo-
ple of Arizona. like so much of the
country, spoke clearly and resound-
Ingly. They voted in record numbers,
and over 81 million Americans selected
Joe Biden as the next President.

Now. today. we hear from some in
this Chamber—not all. hul seme of my
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle—vague claims of fraud.

No substance,

No evidence.

No facts,

No explanation for why over 88
judgzes across this land have rejected
the very same ¢laims,

Madam Speaker. the bottom line is
this. As my colleague. Represenlative
RASKIN. 20 eloguently put it the people
have spoken. and that is why. on De-
cember 14, the electoral college mel to
certify the election of a duly elected
President. just as they have done lor
centuries during lerrible workd wars,
recessions, depressions, plagues, and
pandemics.
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They nmet their duly. and they once
again rose Lo the oceasion and cervtified
the election. And the question now is,
will we do ours?

Now., 1 know tLhere are many
Lextualisis among us, many of my col-
leagues who would understand Lhat the
Constitution must guide owr work
today. And the Constitution is crystal
clear: Our duty Loday Is a narrow one,

Article 11, Section 1. Clause 3 reads:
*The President of the Senate shall. in
Lthe presence of the Senate and House
of Representatives. open all the vertifi-
cates. amd Lhe votes shall then be
counled, The person having the great-
est number of voles for President shall
be the President,”

That is ik, period. Our job is not to
replace the judyment made by the
American people with our own. Yet.
that is precisely what g0 many of my
House and Senate Republican col-
leagues ask thix hody to do. to sub-
stitute Lheir judgment for the ex-
pressed will of the Amerlcan people.

In America, we don’t do that. In the
United States, we accept the results of
free and fair elections.

Madam Speaker. we don't ignore the
will of the voters and attempt 1o in-
stall a preferred candidate into power.
That doesn't happen here,

Madam Speaker. I will close wilh
this. Qur duty. our task. Is a very sim-.
ple one: Lo honor the voice of the peo-
ple. to honor owr Constitution. to
count the voles. Lo certify this elec-
tion, and begin to heal this great coun-
try of ours.

1 pray each of us may find the cour-
age to do so.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of the objec-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Louisiana is recognized for 5§ minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker. we have a solemn responsi-
bility today. We must vote Lo sustain
objections to slates of electors sub-
mitted by States that we genuinely be-
lieve clearly violated the Constitution
in Lhe Presidential election of 2020,

This is the threshold legal question
before us, and it is an issue before us
for the State of Arizona. We have to re-
peat Lhis for emphasis because a lot of
people geem Lo be confused.

Because judges and not the State leg-
islature changed the rules of the elec-
Lion. Arizona clearly violated the plain
language of Article 11, Section 1 of the
Constitution in its selection of Presi-
dential electors,

The Framers of owr Constitution rec-
ognized that elections were susceptible
to corruption. We all know Lhat. So,
how did they fix iL? How did Lhey pro-
vide for that? They created the elec-
Loral college as a safexuard. and Lhey
expressly empowered State legislatures
Lo ensure the integrity of our unique
elecLion system.,

Only the Stale legisiatures. heciause
they are a ful) hody of representatives
and not roxue officials, were given the
authority to direct the manner of ap-
pointing Presidential electors hecause
it was so important.
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The Supreme Court hag acknowl-
edged this over and over. They pre-
viously affirmed in Arlicle II. Seclion
1. Clause 2: "The appointment of these
eleclors s thus placed absolutely and
wholly with the legislatures of the sev-
eral States.” That authority can never
be taken away or abdicated,

The Avizona Legislature did enact de-
tafled 1rules and procadures thal the
Slate was supposed Lo follow Lo choose
fls electors. But in the monlhs pre-
ceding Lhe 2020 election, ag we have
heard—and by Lhe way. a thousand
pages of evidence have just heen sul-
mitted on the facts on this—those well-
established rules and procedures were
deliberately changed,

They weren’t changed by Lhe legisia-
ture, friends. They were changed hy
judges. And those actions taken by Lhe
judiciary were not limited to mere in-
terpretations of existing law. No. they
were subslantjve. wholesale changes Lo
those statules.

Madam Speaker. thal is a usurpation
of the authority thal the legislature
had. ‘I'hat usurpalion was repeated
acroas the country this year, It is the
primary reason—it is one of the rea-
sons why the election of 2020 hecame
riddled with an unprecedented number
of serious allegalions of fraud and
irregularvities all over the country.

National polls. it has been said. indi-
cate that a huge percentage of Ameri-
cans now have serious doubts ahout notl
just the outcome of this Presidential
contest but also the future reliability
of our election system itself.

Since we are convinced thatl the elec-
tion laws in Arizona and some other
key States were changed in this uncon-
slitutional manner, we have a responsi-
hility voday. The slates of electors pro-
duced under those modified laws are
thus unconstitutional. They are not
“regularly given™ or “lawfully cer-
tified.” as required by the Electoral
Count Act, and they are invalid on
their face. That is just the conclusion
that you have Lo reach.

Madam Speaker., given these inescap-
able facts, we believe we have no
cholce today hul to vote Lo sustain ob-
jectlons to those slates of electors.

Mr. RaskinN and others today have
cited the 12th Amendment, and they
cile Article 1. Section 1, Clause 3—re-
member that, Clause 3. And they have
asserled that Congress has only one
nayrow role today: we are just supposed
Lo count the electoral votes that have
heen submitted. But those advocates
have overlooked a critical first prin-
ciple.

Their assertion is only Lrue so long
as Congress firsy is convinced that the
electoral votes were not produced hy a
process that violated vhe Conslilution
is there. We have to get through Clause
2 of Article I1. Section 1, hefore we get
to Clause 3 §s Lhe point.

Look. in our unique system. Congress
i3 positioned ag the Jast hulwark in a
Presidential election to enswrg Lhe
Constitution has been followed. Indeed.
Just two decades ago. the Supreme

Court spoke to this. They plainly ac-
knowledwed this important delibera-
tive role of Congress. 1 was Lthe famous
Bush v. Gore litigation thal everybody
remembers from 2000,

In a per curiam opinjfon—meaning all
nine Justices. that il was unanimous—
they noted siriet adherence Lo the pro-
visions of the Electoral Count Act may
create “a ‘safe harbor' for a Stale inso-
far as congressional consideration of
its electoral votes is concerned,”™

However. unanimously. the Court
sajd since Litle 3. section 5 contains a
principle of Federal law Lhat would as-
sure finality of the State's determina-
t{on if they followed all the proscrip-
tions there, if the will of the legisla-
Lure §s attempted to he changed by a
Stale court. that is a problem. That,
they said. Congress mizht deem o he a
change in the law.

That is precisely why we are here
right now. Go read Bush v. Gore, and
vou will see Vhis,

Chief Justice Willlam Rehnquisy and
Justices Scalia and Thomas joined in a
concurring opinion 8 days later, and
they raeiterated bhis point,

A significant departure from the leg-
islature’s scheme for appointing Presi-
dential electors presents a Ilederal
guestion. It is a big problem for us. and
it is one we cannot get around. Thal is
why we are here.

Madam Speaker. 1 urge my uol-
leagues today to look at the facis, to
follow the law, and to follow our von-
aressional oath. We are supposed Lo
support and defend the Constitution.
That is what we do here today. [ urge
everyone to do the right thing,

Mr. GRIJALVA., Madam Speaker, [
rise in opposition Lo the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5§ minutes.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker.
this exercise in futility thal Conhgress
fs undertaking is at the Liehest of Re-
publican Members of Congress. The ef-
fort to overturn the Presidential elec-
tion and grant Denald Trump 4 more
years ig the motivation behind it. And
Lo conlinue a baseless conspiracy-
fueled threat to our democracy makes
no sense because there is no viable con-
stitutional or legal path Lo overturn
the eleclion that will make Vive Presi-
den) Biden and Senator HARRIS Presi-
denl and Vice Presidenl of the United
Stales after January 20.

One certain outcome of this whole
process is the weakening of our democ-
ra¢y and the threatening of our democ-
racy. Beginning with Arizona. Congress
is being asked to chase down a rabbit
hole baseless. discredited. and judi-
cially discarded fringe conspiracy theo-
ries,

Madam Speaker, for the record, lel's
Lalk a little bit ahoul Arizona. Arizona
and Slate and local officials did an un-
believable job Lo ensure that the 2020
eluctions ran smeolhly, Mr, Hickman.
the Republican chairman of the Mari-
copa County hoard. the largest county
in the Stale of Arizona. said: "No mat-
ter how you voted. this election was
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administered with integrity. trans-
parency. and in accordance with State
laws.”

Arizonans showed up Lo the polls in
record numbers. More than 3.4 million
people voted. with increases In every
county. and 65 percent of all eligible
volers in Arizona voted in the 2020 elec-
tion. Arizonans casl their ballols up
andl down for Republicans and Demo-
crats. and 11 electoral voles were
granted Lo Joe Biden and KAMALA HAR-
113 hased on their victory in Arizona,
Thal is Lhe story.

Arizonans voted in hundreds of races
this year. In addition to the Presi-
dency. these races include nine mem-
bers of the State's congressional dele-
gation that are with you—four of them.
my Republican colleagues. These Mem-
hers have already been seated in the
117th Congress. They do not question
the accuracy of Arizona's 2020 eleclions
Lo select Lhe congressional delegation.
vel. my four Republican colleagues
question Lhe Presidential election,

Our colleagues may say they are only
asking questions and seeking Lo reas-
sure voters. but let us be clear: These
questions have been answered by the
voters and by the courts. Rather than
accepting the answers and the results
of the election, they are fanning the
flames of unfounded suspicion and once
arain creating a threat. a very real and
dangerous Lthreat to oul democracy.

Again, our friends o not question
the outvomes of Lheir own elections,
Thal iz hecause they have 1no reason to.
just as they have no legitimate reason
Lo question the resulls of the Presi-
dential election in Arizona,

Madam Speaker. 1 ask my colleagues
to reject this objection. to respect the
will of the voters in the State of Ari-
zona and lhroughoutl this country. and
1o fundamentally add some preserva-
tion Lo our democracy from any future
damage. that thiz effort that we are
andertaking in Lhis House and in the
Senale today does not further damage
our democyracy.

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise
in support of my objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker. 1 filed
my challenge on the slate of electlors
from the State of Arizona Lhal was ac-
tually put forward by Governor Ducey
of Arizona.

My ask to you, the Speaker, through
the Vice President. is simple. Do not
count these elecltors until and unless
Lhe =ecretary of stale allows a forensic
audit of the election, a renuesl she has
denied repeatedly.

We have been told over and over that
even though this was a public eleclion
using public money and public ma-
chines ulilizing public employees. the
public today has no ahility to simply
double~-check the veracity of these re-
sults,

C M15

If the Presidential election was a
foothall game. we would get a slow-mo-
tion review from multiple angles and a
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correction of a controversial decision.
But not so. we are told by our sec-
retary of state. for the Presidential
election. no review for you.

No access Lo the Dominjon voling
machines with a documented history of
gnabling fraud through its now discred-
ited adjudication system. a system
that literally allows one parson to
change tens of thousands of votes in
mere minutes.

in the only audit done in Arizona, n
court found 3 percent error rate
agalnst President Trump. Vice Presi-
dent Biden's margin of error was one-
tenth of thal, al 0.03 perceni, By ibe
way. a 3 percent error rate at minimum
{s 90.000 ballots, After finding the 3 per-
cenl error rate. the vourt stopped Lhe
audit and refused to go further.

In Arizona. as my allachments make
cleay. mail-in hallots were altered on
the first day of counting as shown in
data graphs we have provided, as con-
cluded by data analysts. Over 4060.000
mail-in ballots were altered. switched
from President Trump to Vice Presi-
dent Biden. or completely erased from
Prasident Trump's totals.

The proof is in the counting curves,
the curves thal cannot occur except
with odds so rare and unlikely LUhat
winning the Mega Millions lottery is
nmore probable.

M, Speaker. can 1 have order in the
Chamber?

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
McGoVERN). Without objection, pursu-
ant to clause 12(»n of rule 1. the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

‘There was no objection.

Accordingly tal 2 o'clock and 18 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

T 1426

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired. the House
was ¢alled to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr, MCGOVERN) at 2 o‘clock
and 29 minutes p.m.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman firom Arizona (Mr. GOsaR) has
2% minutes remaining.

The gentleman may proceed.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker. as I was
saying, the probabilily of these ectopic
curves. you have a better likelihood of
winning the Mega Millions lottery than
you do having statistical issues here.

Over 30.000 illegal aliens voted in Ari-
zona using the Federal ballot, yet our
secretaly of state vefused the public ac-
cess Lo review the hallots.

Ovel a thousand residences were vis-
fted for proof of residency and address:
456 fafled that Lest. They were vacant
fots, Even the Recorder's office was
used as an address.

What are they hiding? If the process
was fair. these would he improbable.
These would be once-in-a-lifetime-type
applications,

So let’s look at Lhe hallots, the six-
natures. and the adjudicated records.
Until this is done. Mr. Speaker. we
should not count this slate.
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You have a letler from the Arizona
Legislature stating its intenl Lo review
the fssue on January 1l. Qur Governor
has refused Lo allow Lhe State Lo prop-
erly convete 10 do ils proper oversight.

Mr. Speaker. 1 ask you one guestion
today: Are you a ceremonial fizurehead
in your current role, or did the drafters
of the 12th Amendment and Congress.
in the Electoral Count. Act of 1887. en-
vision a vole where you made discre-
tionary decisions about ballot fraud
and latr elections?

If you are merely ceremonial, then
lel's he done with this, Lel's eal our
tea and crumpets and witness our na-
tional decline,

Bul if you are nol merely ceremonial
but vested with discernment., ration-
ality. and legal authority to not just
count from 1 Lo 270, then do not accept
Arizona's electors as certified. Remand
the slate back to the secretary of state,
hack Lo the Governor. with the fol-
lowing instructions: Until a full, com-
plete electoral forensic audit is allowed
hy the secretary of stale, Lhe elecLlors
culrently certified will not be counted.

1t will then fall on the State of Ari-
zona 1o decide are its electors in the
game or not. Anything less is an abdl-
calion of our conslitutional Republic
and our ethos: one man. one vote,

We ask: Why? What is there Lo hide?
Shouldn’t the lawful victor of an elec-
tion be proud. open. and transparenl
about an election audit? I would. In-
stead. we are metl with denials, cover-
ups. and contempt of subpoenas.

There Is too much evidence of fraud.
demonstrated by statistical anomalies
that experts have determined cannol
happen in the absence of fraud. to ac-
cept such a slate. I am not asking these
electors never be counted: it is just
that they need to be certified the prop-
er way.

Our heloved Constitution is but a
mere piece of paper if we do not follow
the law. upholding the law. Bui now.,
alas. we find ourselves lawless, destroy«
ing the very thread Lhat hinds us lo-
gether, But we need to get back to the
rule of law. That is what has heen vio-
lated. truly. by the actions in Lhese
Stales.

HECHSS

‘I'ne SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection. pursuant to clause 12(h) of
rule 1, the Chair declares the House in
recess subject Lo Lhe ¢all of the Chair.

There was no objection,

Accordingly tat 2 o’clock and 29 min-
utes p.m.). the House stood in recess.

C 2102
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired. the House
was called Lo order by the Speaker at 9
o'vlock and 2 minutes p.n.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SFEAKER

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair will ad-
dress Lhe Chamber,

PToday. a shameful assault was made
on our demouracy. Il cannotl. however.
deler us from ouyr responsibility to
validate Lhe election of Joe Biden and
KaMata HARRIs. For Lthat reason. Con-
wress has returned Lo the Capitol.
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We always knew that this responsi-
bility would take us into Lhe night. and
we will stay as long as jL takes. Our
purpose will be accomplished. We must.
and we will, show to the counury. and
indeed to the world. thal we will not he
diverted from our duty. that we will re-
spect our responsibility o the Con-
stitution and to the American people.

On Sunday. it was my great honor to
e sworn in as Speaker and Lo preside
over a sacred ritual of renewal as we
gatlhered under the stone of the temple
of démociacy to open the 117th Con-
gress. 1 said. as we were sworn In Lhen,
we acuepl a responsibility as daunting
and demanding as any previous genera-
tion of leadership has ever faved.

We know that we are in difficult
times. bul little could we have imag-
ined the assault that was made on our
democracy today.

‘I'o those who stoked deterrence from
our responsibility. yvou have failed. To
those who engaged in the gleeful ddese-
cration of this, our temple of demou-
racy. American democracy. justice will
be done,

‘Today. January 6. is the Feast of the
Epiphany. On this day of revelation, let
us pray Lthat this instigation to vio-
lence will provide an epiphany for our
country to heal.

in that spirit of healing, 1 invoke the
song of Saint Francis. 1 usually do.
Saint Francis is the patron saint of my
city of San Francisco. and Lhe **Sony of
Saint Francis™ is our anthem.

Lord, make me a channel of thy
peace.

Where Lthere is darkness, may | bring
light.

Where there is hatred, let us bring
love.

Where there is despair. let us bring
hope.

Wa know that we would be part of
history in a positive way today. every
4 years when we demonstrate again the
peaceful transfer of power from one
President (o the next. and despite the
shameful actions of today. we still will
do so. We will be part of a history that
shows the world what America is made
of, that this assault, this assault is just
thal. It shows the weakness of Lhose
who have had to show through violence
whal Lheir niessage was.

My colleagues. it is time Lo move on,
I wear this pin quite frequently. Actu-
ally. 1 gave it Lo our heloved JOHN
LEWIS just the weekend or so hefore he
left us, It is the flag of ouy country. a
flag of the United Stales of America.
On it. it says. 'One country. one des-
tiny."”

“One country. one destiny” is wril-
Len on the flag. ‘That was also what was
embroidered in  Abraham Lincoln's
cont that he had on Lhat fateful night—
Lincoln's party, Lincoln’s messayge:
One country. one destiny.

So0 on this holy day of Epiphany. lel
us pray. I am a big heliever in prayer.
Let us pray that there will he peace on
Earth and that it will begin with us,
Let us pray that God will continue lo
hless America.
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With that. let us proceed with out re-
sponsibilities to the Conslitution to
which we have just., wilhin 72 howrs.
taken Lhe oath to uphold.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker. | rise
in opposition Lo the objection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman firom
Maryland is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. HOYER., Madam Speaker. il is a
sad day In America. It {8 a wrenching
day in America, It is a day in which
our words and our actions have had
consequences of a very. very negatlive
nature. We ought to watch our wonls
and think whal it may mean Lo some.

My remarks were written hefore the
tragic. dangerous. and unacceptable ac-
tions—and -unacceptable™ Is such a
tame word. My remarks started with,
“Madam Speaker. the American people
today are witnessing one of Lhe great-
esl challenges to our democracy in its
244-year history.”

Little «id I know thal this Capitol
would be attacked by the enemy with-
in. I was here on 911 when we were at-
tacked by the enemy without,

We need to all work togelber Lo tame
and reduce the anger and. yes, the hate
thal some stoke. What some—notl all.
Madam Speaker. bhul some—in Lhis
House and this Senale are doinyg today
will not change Lhe outcome of the
election. which is Lhe clear and insur-
mountable victory of President-elect
Bjden and Vice-President-elevt Harris.
Instead. all they will accomplish is to
fuarther the dangevous divisions,

This was written hefore this Capitol
was assaulted. before this democracy
was pul aside by thousands. encour-
aged by Lhe Conumander in Chief.

Instead. all they will accomplish is Lo
further the dangerous divisions, as I
said. among our people and energize
conspiracy theories stoked by our for-
eign adversaries. which seek Lo erode
America’s confidence in our democracy
and our system of {ree and fajr elec-
tions.

I was here in 2000, T was strongly in
favor of Al Gore for President. and my
candidate got more voles than the
other candidate. His name was George
Bush. of ¢course. And one of the saddest
days was January 20th of 2001 when our
candidate. who won the election. in my
view., was not elected. But it was also
one of the proudest moments of my ca-
reer because the grealesl powel on
Earth passed peacefully from Bill Clin-
Lon Lo George W, Bush.

Nol a shot was fired. Nohody as-
saulted this Caucus or this Congress or
this Chamber, Because we were notl dis-
appointed? No. Because we wers not
angry? No. Because we bhelieve in de-
mocracy. We believe in <“We the peo-
ple.”

One of the speakers. I Lhink {1 was
the Senator from Texas. expressed: We
are here for the people.

If those were Lhe people. we are in a
Jot of trouble,

Our electoral system. our demovuratic
svstam. however, did not hreak under
Lhe straing of the misinformation. the
claims of frraud, which court after court

afler court have dismisszed out of hand.
not because there was a lttle evidence.
hut hecause there was ho evidence.

That is why we are the longest-last-
ing constitutional democracy in the
world. T hope all of us in this body are
proud of that and understand why that
is the case. Because, as Dick Gephardt
said on this floor many vears ago, de-
mocracy is a substitute for war to re-
solve differences, 1L proved olce more
the ever-beating strony heart that
gives life Lo our Republic and our free-
doms.

That strenglh. Madam Speaker. is
derived in part from our institution
and our laws, bt most importantly, it
is powered by cilizens' and leaders’
commitment to our Constitution. Not
just us, We swear an oath, But it is all
of America,

Barack Obama spoke from that
Chamber, and he sald: 1 am poing Lo he
taking another title hext year—citizen,

And he was proud to take that. And
every citizen needs Lo protecl. pre-
serve. and uplift our democracy.

Some today did not do that. many

today.
Sixty-eight yvears ago in Springfield,
1llinois. Governor Adlaj Stevenson

gracefully conceded his loss Lo General
Dwight Eisenhower. He said this: It is
traditionally Amerfcan,” he toll his
deeply disappoinled supporters. “‘to
fizht hard hefore an election.”
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But then he added. 1L is equally tradi-
tional to close ranks as soon as the
people have spoken—not the Congress,
not. the eleclors, the people have spo-
Ken.

‘That which unites us as American
citizens ig fat greater than that which
divides us as political parties.

It was another man from Springfield.
fourseore and 8 years earlier. who won
reelection Lo the Presidency in Lthe na-
tional crisis that tested our counlry
and its democratic institutions. who
pleaded aven in his hour of victory for
the same spirit of reconciliation. That
was the party of Lincoln. That hasn't
happened to this hour,

Lincoln said; . . . now that the elec-
tion is over.” he asked, may not all.
having a common interest, reunite in a
common effort 1o save owr common
country?”

Such is the duty of an American who
stands [or elections. or participates in
our politics. to be either humble in tri-
umph or gracious in defeat.,

I have lost some elections—not too
many—and I have won a lot of elec~
tions. 1 hope that I have been gracious
in defeat and humble in victory. I hope
that I put my Stale and my country
first. not nmyself.

It is clear o all that the oulyoing
Presidenl has nol followed Lhe path
that Stevenson and Lincoln urged. So.
we. Lhe people—each one of us rep-
resents ahout 750,660 Lo 800.000 people.
some a few less. The people. Lhey have
spoken in the way that our Conslitu-
tion sel for them Lo be heard by us and
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by the country—they voted. and they
voted pretty decisively.

We. the people. together. must turn
away from division and its dangers.

The senior Member of our body. DON
YOUNG from Alaska. spoke the other
day when we were sworn in and said:
Ladies and gentlemen of this House, we
are so divisive that {t is going Lo de-
stroy our country. We need to reach
out and hold one another’s hands.

We all have a title that we honor
more than any other—perhaps parenl.
perhaps hushand, Bul we are all Ameri-
cans, Not Americans-R: nol Americans-
D. We are Americans.

Let us hope tonixht that we act like
Americans. Not as Ds and Rs. hut as
Americans, just as Al Gore. just as Hil-
lary Clinton. just as Adlai Stevenson.
just as Abraham Lincoln. who had won
that election, of course. But he had de-
feated people. and he said that is not
the issue: Lhe issue is Lo reunite,

We. the people. must again be Lhe
strong heart of ouwr Amerlcan democ-
racy.

We. the people. on this day in Con-
gress. must be agents of unily aud con-
structive action to face the grave
threals that confront us and tel} those
who would assaull our Capitol: That is
not the American way.

We. the Members of Congress, who
swore an oath hefore God Lo preserve
and protect the Constitution of the
United States and ow democracy,
must do so now,

1 don't usually read Senalor McCoN-
NELL's speeches. but 1 am nol speaking
as a Democrat. nor was he speaking as
a Republican just a few hours ago.

~We're debating a step that has never
been taken in American Thistory,
whather Congress should overrule the
voters and overturn a Presidential
election.”

He went on to say Lthat he supports a
strong State-led voting reform.

“The Constitulion.” he said. “gives
us here in Congress a limited role. We
cannot simply declare ourselves a na-
tional board of elections on steroids.
The voters. the courts. and the States
have all spoken.”™

Five people sald the election of 2000
was over. We didn't agree with them.
But Al Gore sajd: We are a nation of
laws, Five people—yes. they were mem-
bers of the Supreme Court. hut Llhey
were five people—said Lhe election is
over. I sal on Lhatl podium and saw that
power transfer Lo George W. Bush,

MCCONNELL wenl on to say: "If we
overrule them. it would damage our
Republic forever."

He suid thatl, MCCoNNELL, the Repub-
lican leader of Lhe Senate. about 2
hours ago. 3 hours ago. now 4 hours.

He went on Lo say: "If Lthis eleclion
were overturned by mere allegatlions
from the losing side. our democracy
would enter a death spiral.”

He concluded: It would be unfair
and wrong to disenfranchise American
volers and overrule the courts and the
States on this extraordinarily thin
basis, And I will nol pretend such a
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vole would be a harmless protest ges-
twre. .."

How presciently he spoke. People
who think Lhal the election hag heen
stolen with some fraud. why do they
think il? Because the Conmunander In
Chief sail so. and they respect him and
they follow him, And words maltey.

~Pate.” as he ended, "I will not pre-
tend such a vote would he a harmless
protest gesture while relying on others
1o do the right thing. I will vote Lo ve-
spect the people's decision and defend
our system of goveimment as we know
.

I urge my colleagues to vote "no™ on
this objection. as McCONNELL said. a
flanger Lo oul* democracy.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker. !
rise for a point of personal privilege to
address the House for 5 minutes,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker. 1
rise Lo address what happened in this
Chamber today and where (o we go
from here,

The violence. destruction. and chaos
we saw earlier was unacceptable, un-
democratic. and un-Amerlcan, 1t was
the saddest day I have ever had serving
as o Member of this institution,

The Capitol was in chaos, Pollce offi-
cers were altacked. Guns were drawn
on this very floor. A woman Lragically
losL her life,

No one wins when this bullding and
what il stands for are desLtroyed, Amer-
jca. and this institution. is hetler than
that.

We saw the worst of America this
afternoon. Yet. in the midst of violence
and fear. we also saw the best of Amer-
fea.

It starts with our law enforcement—
the Capitol Police. the National Guard.
the FBI1. and the Secret Service—wlho
faced the most difficull challenges but
did their duty with confidence and
strength., Many of them are injured
right now.

Il also extends to this Chamber,
where both Democrats and Republicans
showed courage, calm. and resclve,

1 would like to recognize the Mem-
bers now who lhelped to hold the line:
MARRWAYNE MULLIN., TONY GONZALES.
JASON Crow. PAT FarLon, and Troy
NFHLs, Working with the Capitol Po-
lice. they ensured ihe floor of this
Chamber was never breached. These are
the heroes among uws, Thank you for
the show of courage.

Looking back on Lhe past few hours,
i1, i3 ¢lear Lhis Congress will not be Lhe
game after today. and 1 hope It will be
the better. I hope not just this institu-
tion, hut 1 hope every American pauses
for thal moment and Lhinks among
themselves that we can disagree wilh
one another bhut not dislike each other:
we can respect the voices of others,

There are many times we debale in
thix body, and we should. There are
many times we can gel beated. I still
consider STEXY HOYER a very good
friend. There are times I get upset. and
1 will ¢all him at home Lo express the

things I may not see fair or just. but
that is the way we should handle
things.

The majority leader is right: We ave
all Americans first,

Bul we should also think for a mo-
ment: What do we pul on social media?
What do we cvonvey Lo one another?
Just because you have a personal opin-
fon different than mine. you have a
right to say it, but nobody has a right
Lo become a moh. And we all should
stand united in condemning the mob
together.

We solve problems hefore our Nation.
not through destruction. but Lhrough
debale. That is the heart of Lhis democ-
racy. I know what we debate today is
Lough, but il s just: it is right.

This isn't the first side of the alsle
that has ever debated this issue. I
thought of what Madam Speaker said
hack in 2005, this Is democracy ab its
best.'* when they talked ahoutl a Presi-
dential election in Ohio.

These are the moments that we
should raise Lhe issue aboul integrity
and aceountability and accuracy in our
elections. Bul you know what we
should do. the next difference? Not just
raige the issue. but work together to
solve the problems.

Now is the moment to show America
we can work best together, [ will tell
vou. the size of the majority is slim. so
it gives us (he opportunity to make
that happen. The only thing that can
hold us back is (he will of one another
to do it,

This side of Lhe aisle always believes
in working with anybody who wants to
move it forward. That does not mean
that we are going Lo agree 100 percent
of the time, That does not mean our
voice cannot be heard. That does not
mean we cannot be Lreated fairly: we
should be, That may mean on the size
of committees. that means on our abil-
ity to offer an amendment, that means
on our ahility to have our voice. But at
the end of the day. it helps us come Lo
a heller conclusion.

By returning lere Lo complete the
work we were sent to Jdo. we are prov-
ing that our democracy cannol he dis-
rupted by criminal hehavior. We will
not. falter: we will not hend: and we
will not shrink from our duty.

Let me be very clear: Mobs don’t rule
America. Laws rule America. It was
true when our cities were burning this
suminer. and it is Lrue now,

When Americans go to bed tonight.
their lasting memory should not be a
Congress overrun by rjoters. IL must be
a resolute Congress conducting healthy
debate,

We may disagree on a Job in America,
but tonight we should show the world
that we will respectfully. but Lhor-
oughly. carry oul the most hasic duties
of democracy.

We will continue with the task that
we have been sent here to do. We will
follow the Constitution and the law
andd Lhe provess for hearing valid con-
cerns about election integrity. We will
do it with respact,
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We will respect your opinion. we will
respect what you say. and we are will-
ing to listen to il. I think the Natjon
will be betler for it on both sides of the
aisle. Let's show the country the mob
did not win. We have a jobh to do, Lel's
do it wilh pride and let's be hetter
when the sun rises Lomorrow.

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker. I
rise in opposition to Lhe objection.

The SPEAKER. The wentleman is
recognized for 5§ minutes.

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, over
the last few hours. we have seen Lhe
consequences of dangerous un-Amer-
fcan rhetoric: an armed insurreciion
apgainst the seat of government of the
most powerful country on Earth: a
breach of this Capitol building to at-
tack Congress. something that has not
taken place since the British occupied
Lthis huilding during the War of 1812: an
atlempted coup spurred by rhetoric
coming from those who are looking out
for Lhemselves. nol countyy.

1t is stunning. Madam Speaker, that
there are some in this House who have
voiced support for what happened. It
was not a protest. It was treason. It
was sedition. And it should be pros.
ecuted as such.

AL ils root is a disease that has in-
fected our politics. one that will make
some political leaders do anything. in-
cluding lie and incite violetice Lo hold
on to power. That is what we are seelng
bafore our very eyes,

In conlesting the outcome of Lhis
election. my Republican colleagues
make a contradictory argument that
puts party and power before country.
They argue the election results were
valid when it showed they won their
races. hut the same ballols wete some-
how fraudulent when il produced a re-
sult President Trump did not like.

Keep Lhe results we like. they de-
mand. cancel the one we don’t.

That is not how democracy works.
and neither i8 armed insurrection.

Here is Lhe truth: Arizona has a long
bipartisan record of conducting safe.
secure, and fair elections. And 1 say
thal as someone whose party has more
often than not heen on the losing end
of those elections. This last election
was. once again, safe and secure. And 1
commend our State and county elec-
Lion officials. public servants on holh
sides of the alsle. for making Arizona
proud once again.

We are here because the case that Re-
publicans have brought before us has
failed in court over and ovel and over
again.

My colleagues say: Lel's go back {o
the State. let Lhem decide.

My friends. Arizona has spoken, They
have sent Lhe correct electors.

Arizona’s Republican attorney gen-
eral. one of the most partisan in the
country. said: “There Is no evidence.
there are no facls that would lead any-
one Lo helfeve the election results will
change.”

The Republivan speaker of our Stale
house has told ug he doesn’t like Lhe
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resulls of the election. bhut they ave the
right results. Joe Biden has won Ari-
zona,

The Stale supreme court. made up
entirely of justices appointed by Re-
publican Governors. has spoken. too.
The court said the President's chal-
lenge “fails to present any evidence of
miseonduct, illegal voles, or that the
Biden electors diid nol in fact receive
the hivhest numbers of votes foy of-
fice.”

Look to the words of one of Lhe
Presjdent’s own campaign chairs in my
State, our Governor. Doug Ducey. Our
Governor loves the President, He has
leen so loyval. He made sure the Presi-
dent vould hold large rallies in owr
State in the middle of a pandemic. The
Governor personally altended them.
They spoke so oflen that the Governor
wave Lhe President a special “Hafl to
Lhe Chief" ring tone on his phone.

After eleclion day. as the legal c¢hal-
lenges played oul. the Governor kept
quiet: but when the truth Dbecame
clear. even he acknowledged -“Joe
Biden did win Arizona."”

I am grateful that. in this instance.
the Governor put law. not partisan pol-
itics, first. And I urge my colleagues in
the House to follow his lead.

Bach and every one of us in Lhis
House, the people’s House, swore an
onth Lo preserve. protect. and defend
our Constitution against all enemies.
foreign and domestic. Over the last few
hours. we have gained a better under-
standing of what that means.

The future of the Constitulion, the
most precious of the founding docu-
ments of Lhe greatest democracy
human kind bas ever known. is in our
hands. Defending democracy is not. and
should not be. a partisan task. It is a
sacred one. Right here. right now. we
must recognize that fidelity to the
founding principles of our Nation are
not about loyalty to one man. hut rath-
er Lo ensure that government of the
people. by the people, and for the peo-
ple shall not perish from the Earth.

The world is watching us all right
now., We must geb il right. Reject this
ill-conceived attack on our democracy.

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I
rise to support the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman is
recognized for 5 minules.

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker. I
rise with a heavy heart. This has heen
a truly tragic day for America. We all
join Logether in fully condemning Lhe
dangerous violence and destruction
that oceurred today in our Nation's
Capitol.

Americans will always have thelr
freedom of speech and Lhe conslitu-
tional right to protest. but violence in
any form is absolutely unaceeptable. It
is anti-America. and must be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Thank you to the heroic United
States Capitol Police. And thank you
to the bipartisan professional staff of
the United States Capilol for pro-
tecting the people’s House and the
American people.

This hallowed temple of democracy is
where weneralions of Americans have
peacefully come together Lo face our
Nalion's greatest challenges. bhridge
our deepest fissures. and create a more
perfect system of government. This is
the appropriate place we stand lo ye-
spectfully and peacefully give voice to
the people we reprosent across our di-
verse country,

‘The Representatives of the American
people in this House are standing up
for three fundamental American be-
liefs: The right to vote is sacred. Lhal
a Representative has a duty to rep-
resent his or her constituents, and that
Lthe rule of law is a hallmark of our Na-
tion.

And in the spirit of healing—those
are not my words—those are the words
of you, Madam Speaker. from this very
Chamber. when some of my colleagues
and friends across the aisle objected to
the 2005 electoral college certification.

In facl. Lthere were ohjections on Lhis
{floor to the certification of nearly
every Republican President in my life-
time: In 1989, in 2001, in 2005. and in
2017,

So history is our guide that the pec-
ple's sacred House is the appropriate
venue for a peaceful debate. And Lhis
peaceful debate serves as a powerful
condemnation Lo the violence Lhal per-
petrated our Capito)l grounds Loday.
The violence (hat was truly un-Amer-
fcan.

Today's discussion is aboul the Con-
stitution and it 1s aboul the American
people. bul il must also be about elear-
1y and resolutely condemming the vic-
lence that occurred today.

1 am honoretl each and every day Lo
represent New York's 21st Congres-
sional District. and 1 believe it is my
solemn and sacred duly o serve as
their voive and their vote in the peo-
ple’s House.

Tens of millions of Americans are
concerned that the 2020 election fea-
tured unconstitutional overreach by
unelected State officials and judges jg-
noring State election laws. We can and
we should peacefully and respectfully
discuss these concerns.

In Pennsylvania. the Stale supreme
court and secretary of stale unilater-
ally and unconstitutionally rewrote
election law eliminating signature
matching reqguirements,

In Georgia. there was constitutional
overreach when the secretary of stale
unilaterally and unconstitutionally
gutted sippature matehing for absentee
ballots and, in essence. eliminated
voler verification required by State
election law.

In Wisconsin. officials issued illegal
rules to circumvent a State law. passed
by the legislalure as the Constitution
requires, but required absentee volers
Lo provide furthey identification before
obtlaining a ballot,

In Michigan. signed affidavits docu-
ment numerous unconstitutional irreg-
ularvities: Officials physically blocking
the legal right of poll watlchers Lo ob-
serve vole counls, the tlegal counting
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of late ballots, and hand-stamping bal-
lots with the previous day’s dale.

My North Country constituents and
the American people cherish the Con-
stitution, They know. aceording Lo the
Constitution, elected officials closesl
to the people in Slale legislatures have
the power of the pen to write election
law. not unelected burepuerats, judyges,
Gavearnors, or secretaries of state.

To the tens of Lhousands of constitu-
ents who have reached out lo me.
thank you. Please know that I am lis-
tening and I hear you. both those who
agree and those who disagree, Our Con-
stitutional Republic will endure this
wragic day because the Founding [FFa-
thers understood Congress and the
American people would face unprece-
dented and historic challenges by de-
bating them on this very floor.

1 heljeve that the most precious foun-
dation and the covenani of our Repub-
lic is the right Lo vote. and the fajth in
the sanctity of our Nation's free and
fajr elections. We must work togetheyr
in this House to rebuild that faith so
Lhat all our elections are free. fair, se-
cure. safe and. mosl importantly, that
they are accordimg to the United
States Constitution.

Mr, ROY. Madam Speaker. 1 rise in
opposition to the objection.
 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minules,

Myr. ROY. Madam Speaker. Loday. the
people’s House was atlacked, which is
an atlack on Lthe Republic itself. There
is no excuse for it. A women died. And
people need Lo go to jail. And the Presi-
dent should never have spun up certain
Americans to Lelieve something that
simply eannot he,

1 applaud House leadership of both
parties for bringing us hack to do our
job, which is to count the electors and
no more,

The problem we face, though, is even
bigger. We are deeply divided. We are
divided about even life, liberty. and Lhe
pursuit of happiness. The words which
used Lo blil us together now, at Limes,
tear us apart because we disagree
about what they even mean.

My constituents at home in Texas
are genuinely. upset. I say to my col-
leagues on Lhe other side of the aisle,
we have a constapt baitage of Lhose
who wish Lo remake America into a so-
cialist welfare State, efforts to atlack
our finstitutions. tear down statues,
erage our history. defund our police.
We have seen the debasing of our lan-
guage. We teach our children Lhat
America Is evil. We deslroy our sov-
ereignty. empower cartels. We altack
our Second Amendment. We destroy
small businesses through lockdowns.
We divide ourselves by race. We can’t
even agree that there is man and
woman. We extinguish the unborn be-
fore they even have a chance Lo see
daylight.

Bul at the heart of our path forward
Jies the essence of our Republic. its
cornerstone. That we are a union of
States houmd together for common de-
fense and economic strength. and more
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=0 hound together through federalism
in which we may live together peace-
fully as citizens in this vast land agvee-
ing Lo disagree. free 1o live according
to our own beliefs and according to the
dictates of our consuience,

Now. many of my colleagues were
poised Lhis afternoon to vote to insert
Congress into Lhe constitutionally pre-
seribed decisionmaking of the Stales
by rejecling the sole official eleclors
went Lo us by each of Lhe States of the
Union. I hope they will reconsider.

I can tell you that I wag not going to.
and 1 will not be voting to reject the
slectors. And that vote may well sign
my political death warrant, but so he
it. 1 swore an oath to uphold the Con-
stitution of the Uniled Stales. awd I
will not bhend ils words into contor-
tions for personal political expediency.

Number one, rejecting Lhe electors

certified to Congress by sovereign
States violates (he 12th Amendment

and the entively of the Constitution it
amends. notwithstanding c¢laims that
vou musl read certain sections first. It
is clear. it is black and white. we
count. 1t is ministerial. And our only
job is Lo count Lha electors before us,
We have only one slate of elsclors per
State sent to us under color of law, and
ne more.

Number two. to the extenl you be-
lieve we do have constitulional author-
ity to reject. we are arguing using in-
complete and often misleading data
points to prove it. I am nol afforded
time to go point by point. hut there are
more misleading claims than legitl-
mnte ones,

L2146

Three. rejectinge the electors jgnores
the Founder's specific admonition that
Congress not choose the President. as
articulated in Federalist No. 68.

Four. indeed. the Founders drafted
Llhe inclusion of a phrase specifically
pulting Congress into the manner of
the election process then specifically
rejected it.

Five. if more than a Lrivial bloc of
this body votes to reject a sovereign
Stale's electors. it will irrevoeably em-
power Congress Lo take over the selec-
tion of Presidential electors. and doing
80 will almozt certainly guarantee f{u-
ture Houses will vote Lo reject the elec-
tors of Texas or ahy of our States for
whatever reason.

Six. voting to reject the electors iz
not remotely consistent with our vote
on Sunday. a vote I forced Lo highlight
the very hypooriry: to accepl. the oul-
come of the election of owrselves
through elections conducted under the
same rules. by procedures put in place
by the same executive branch officials.
impacted by rulings from t(he same
juldges, State and Federal, To do so is
entirely inexplicable on its face.

Seven. the argument for rejection
mosl given hy my colleagues is based
on Lhe allegations of systemic eleclion
abuse by executive or judicial Iwvanch
officials interfering with the ‘legisia-
Lures thereof' in Article 1L

Many States made poor policy ideci-
sions, \Whether these poor policy tleci-
sions violate State laws is a contested
matter and a matler for the Stales Lo
resolve for themselves.

More. five of Lhe six legislatures are
controlled by Republicans, Not one
bedy has szenl separate electors, Not
one body has sent us even a letter by a
majority of its whole hody. The only
Body. the Pennsylvania Senale, who
manaxed 1o come up with a majority of
Republicans to complain only did so
vesterday in an eleventh-hour face-sav-
ing political statement. Nol one GQP
statewide official haz formally called
on us to change, Nol one law enforve-
ment organization. State or Federal,
nas presented a case of malfeasance.

History will judge this moment.

Let us not turn the last firewall for
liberty we have remaining on its head
in a fit of populist rage for political ex-
pediency when there is plenty of look-
ing Into the mirror for Republicans lo
do for deslroying our election systems
with expansion of mail-in ballots.

I may well get atlacked for this, but
[ will not ahandon my oalh Lo the Con-
stitution. And I will make clear that 1
am standing up in defense of that Con-
stitution Lo protect our federalist order
and the electoral college. which em-~
powers the very States we represent to
stand athwart the long arm of this
Federal Governmenl hy its very design.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, [ rise in support of the objec-
Lion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Alabama is recognized for 5 minutles,

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama., Madam
Speaker, for years. Democrats and
thelr media allies deceived America
about Trump-Russian collusion and the
extent of forelgn interference in Lhe
2016 elections. Yet, in 2020, Democrats
promoted massive foreign interference
in American elections by helping ille-
wal allens and other noncitizens vote in
American elections, thereby canceling
the votes of and stealing elections {romn
American citizens.

Want evidence? Exhibit A. In 1983,
Democeraty rammed through Congress
the National Voler Repgistration Act.
making it illegal—illegal—to require
proof of citizenship thal prevents ille-
gal aliens and noncitizens from reg-
istering to vote.

Why did Democrats do that? Stimple.
‘T'o steal elections. of course.

Exhibit B. How had is the noncilizen
voting problem? In 2005, Democral
President Jimmy Carter's Commission
on Federal Election Reform warned
that —noncitizens lave registered lo
vote In several recent elections” and
reconmmended that all States should
use their best efforts Lo obtain proof of
citizenship before registering voters.”

Exhibit. C. A June 2005 General Ac-
countability Offive report discovered
that up to 3 percent of people on voter
reyistration lists are nol U.S. citizens,

Exhibit D. In 2008, Blectoral Sludies
surveyed 339 noncitizens, Bight percent
admitted voting in American elections,
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As an aside. [ have seen higher per-
centages in olher studies.

Exhibit E. The 2010 Census counted 1}
million illegal aliens in America,

Exhibit F. A 2018 Yale study esti-
nmated as many as 22 million illegal
aliens in America.

Exhibit G. The math means belween
§80.000 and 1.72 million illegal aliens il-
legrally voted in the 2020 eleclions.

Exhibit H. In 2014, O1d Dominion Uni-
versity and George Mason University
professors surveyed noncilizens amd {l-
legal aliens and found they vote Demo-
crat roughly 80 percent of the time,

Exhibit I. The math iz again
stratghtforward. The 60 percent Biden
advantage times the illegal alien vot-
ing number means Joe Biden gained
roughly 1.032,000 votes from illegal
alien voting. That is the high number.

Exhibit J. While no one knows for
sure how massive the illegal alien vot-
ing bloc is. we do know Joe Biden and
his campaign helieverd it large enough
and critical enough (o winning the
Presidential race that. at the Octoher
22 Presidential debate, Joe Biden pul-
licly solicited the illegal alien Wloc
vote by promising: ~Within 100 days. 1
am going Lo send to the United States
Congress a palhway to citizenship for
over 11 million undocumentied people,”

Ladies and gentlemen. Madam
Speaker. thal is the pot of zold at the
end of the rainbow for illegal aliens.
Joe Biden knew exactly what he was
loing by seeking the illegal alien bloc
vote. After all, on May 11, 1993, then-
Senator Joe Biden voted for the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act. which
makes it {llegal to require proof of citi-
zenship {rom illegal aliens and other
noncitizens when they seek Lo register
to vote,

Madam Speaker. the evidence is com-
pelling and irrefutable. Noncitizens
overwhelmingly voted for Joe Biden in
exchange for the promised amnesty and
citizenship and in 30 doing helped steal
Lhe election from Donald Trump. Re-
publicany candilates, and American
citizens across America.

Madam Speaker. In my judgment, if
only lawful wvoles cast by eligible
American citizens are counted. Joe
Biden lost and Presidenl Trump won
the electoral college.

As such. it is my constitutional duty
to promote honest and accurate elece
tions by rejecling electoral college
vole submissions from States whose
electoral systems are so badly {lawed
as Lo render their vote submissions un-
reliable, untrustworthy. and unworthy
of acceptance,

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker. as a
proud Republican. I rise in opposition
to the objection to the electorate.

‘The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
New York is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker. 1 come
to this side of Lhe aisle as a proud Re-
publican but. most importantly. as a
proud American,

Today, we saw an assaull on our de-
moctracy. I love this institulion. 1 love
the United States Congress, and [ love
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the Uniled States of America, And
what I saw today was mob 1ule Lhal
spat upon Lhe blood of my falher thatl
is in the soil of Europe and in the soil
of Korea, and who wave us through that
blood this sacred Constitution and the
sacred ability Lo lead thix world ag a
power that says we seltle our dif-
ferences not with mob rule; we settle
our difference through elections. And
when those elections are over, we have
a peaceful transition of power,

Now. make no mistake to my col-
leagues on the Democratic side of the
aisle. I will be passionate in my dis-
agreement with you. 1 will be pas-
stonale in my ideas for the future of
this country. and I will fight for my
Republican ideas that I hold near and
dear, But I will stand with you tonight
and send a message to the Nation and
all Americans that what we saw loday
was not American. and what we see to-
night in this body shall e what we do
fn America. and thal is to transfer
power in a peaceful way.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. \ill
tleman yield?

Mr. REED. I yield to the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker.
1 thank my friend for yielding and for
standing with me and with all of us,

Toa REED is my co-chair of the Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus, He is a Repub-
Hean, and I am a Democrat. When it
comes Lo policy views., we oflen dis-
agree. But at the end of the day. we are
united as Americans. My good friend,
1ike me. always puts country first.

Today, a group of lawless Lhugs
sought Lo upend the Constitution and
the peaceful tramsition of power be-
cause they didn't like the oulcome of
the Presidential election. So. they
tried to nullify it using improvised ex-
plosives. shattering windows, breaking
down doors. injuring law enforcement.
and even tearing down the American
flag that rises above this beacon of de-
mocracy,

Bul thsir atlempl to ohslruct democ-
racy falled. Their insurreclion was
foiled. The American people and the
greatesty democracy (he world has ever
known won.

Abraham Lincoln. who served in Lhis
very hody. famously said: A house di-
vided against itself cannol stand.”
That is why. for the sake of this coun-
try, we must stand together. united.
angd celebrale a peaceful transition of
power.

In 14 days, President-elect Biden will
he sworn in. And despite all of our dif-
forenves, I bave faith that, for the
Anterican people. we will come Lo-
gether. Democrats and Republicans,
committed to unity. civility., and
truth, We will recognize our higher
purpose Lo help America through these
dark days.

That is the only way we will beat.
COVID. rebuild ocur economy, and stand
up to threats at home and abroad,

Working together as Democrats and
Republicans, 1 know out hest days will
always be ahead of us.

the gen-

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker. 1 encour-
age my colleagues Lo always search
their conscience and their souls. I re-
spect my Republican colleagues amd
my Democratic colleagues, but today,
let us pause and remember what hap-
pened here today. Let us pnuse that our
Lenure in this Congress will far surpass
the time that we stay here. And lel us
pause and cast our voles Loday recog-
nizing that what we do here today will
set the course of this institution for
years Lo come.

This institution, Madam Speaker.
shall not fail because the Uniled Stales
of America shall forever be Lhe heacon
of hope. the inspiration to all.

May God bless our wreal country.

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker. 1 rise
in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
New York is recognized for 5 minutes.

My. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker. my
constitutional oath s sacred. and 1
have a dutly to speak ouwl about con-
firmed evidence-filled issues with the
administration of the 2020 Presidential
election in  ecertain  hattleground
States,

Signature verification. ballot obser-
vation. voter roll integrity. voter ID
requirements. and Dballoet collection
protections were weakened on top of
the millions of mailhoxes thal were
flooded with unrequested mail-in bal-
lots.

Many of my constituents have been
outraged and demanding that I voice
their objections here Loday.

This debate is necessary because
rogue election officials. secrelaries of
state. and courts circumvented State
election laws. They made massive
changes to how Lbeir Slale’s election
would be run. These acts. among other
issues. were unlawful and unconstitu-
tional.

Congress has the duty to defend the
Constitution and any powers of State
legislatures that wete usurped.

Some c¢laim today's objections sel
new precedent by challenging State
eleclors. ‘That claim, of course. ignores
that. Democrats have objeclted every
time a Republican Presidential can-
didate has won an ejeclion over the
past generation. If you don’t have any
observations today. that is your call,
but don’t lecture about precedent.

Over the past 4 years. Democurats
boycotted President Trump's inaugura-
tion and State of the Union Addresses.
pushed the Trump-Russia collusion
conspiracies and investigations and
knowingly lied about il. voted to im-
peach the President hefore even know-
ing whal to impeach him for. and then
aclually passed Articles of Impeach-
ment hefore Senate Democrats voled to
remove him from offlce.

Today's dehale is necessary. espe-
cially hecanse of the insistence that
evervihing President Trump and his
supporters say ahout the 2020 eleciion
is evidence-{1ee. That iz simply nol
true.

No one can honestly claim il is evi-
dence-Nee. When 1 say that, in Arizona.
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courls unilaterally extended the lexis-
latively sel deadline to register to
vote.

T 2200

‘The Arizona Slate Senate issued sub-
poenas post-election Lo get information
from the Maricopa County bhoard on
various election matters. hut the board
and the courts refused to help al all to
Jst the State senate complele fts con-
stitutional duties.

In Pennsylvania. where Stale legisla-
tors wrote us about their powers heing
usurped. the Democrat majority on Lhe
State supreme court changed signa-
ture. signature malching and postal
marking requirements. The dale to
submit mail-in ballots was extended
contradictory to the dale set by State
law.

The State legislature expanded no-
excuse mail-in balloting without a con-
stitutional amendment., Constitutions
apply Lo the ncty of all hranclies of gov-
ernment.,

The issue was magnified by Lhe voler
rolls being so inaccwrate that more
voters submitited ballots ihan there
were reyistered voters. Signature au-
thentication rules for absentee and
mail-in ballols were weakened by the
Democrat secretary of the Common-
wealth without authorization. Ballot
defects were allowed Lo be cured in
some counties hut not others. There
were po)l watchers denjed the ability
Lo closely observe ballol counting oper-
ations.

In Georgia. the secrelary of stale
unilaterally entered into a settlement
agreament. with the Democratic Party.
changing statutory requirements for
confirming voler identity. Challenging
defective signatures was made far more
difficult. and the settlement even re-
nuired election officials to consider
issuing training malterials drafted by
an expert relained hy the Democratic
Pariy.

In Wisconsin. election officials ag-
sisted volers on how to circumvent the
State’s voler ID laws and signature
verification laws, while also placing
unmanned drop boxes in locations
picked to hoosl Democratl turnout. The
Democracy in the Park event in Wis-
consin had over 17.000 bhallots trans-
ferred thal shoukin't have heen.

These are all facts and certainly not
~evidence free.”

Americans deserve nothing less than
full faith and confidence in their elec-
tions and a guarantee that their vote—
thelr voive—counts and that their con-
cerns are baing heard. That is why we
need to have this debate today. wheth-
er you like It or not.

This isn't about us. This is about our
Constitution. our elections. This is
about our people and our Republic.

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, 1
rise in opposition to the obhjection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, ]
am the proud son of immigrants. Grow-
ing up. I heard stories ahout parties,
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politicians, and Presidents invalidating
elections when (he people took power
for themselves. ‘'hat is why, when [
joined the Marine Corps. the most sa-
ered part of my onth was to protect (he
Constitution of the United States.

1 never thought 1 woukl have Lo do
that on the floor of Congress, hut here
we are. The people have spoken. and
the power of the people, the Constitu-
tion. wiil he preserved.

Madam Speaker. 1 left my vouth. 1
feft my sanity. 1 left it all in Traq for
this country because there is this one
pracious idea thal we all had. that we
all believed: that this country was
going to protect evervone's individual
rights. that you were going Lo be able
10 vole. that you were going to he able
to preserve democracy and pass it on a3
a legacy. as an inheritance to every
American.

But today—todav—there was Lreason
in this House. Today. there were trai-
Lors in this House.

8o I am not asking my Republican
colleagues Lo help me and sLop this ob-
jection to Arizona: 1 am asking you lo
gel off all these objections. It is time
for you Lo save your soul, I is time for
you Lo save your country.

That man at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave-
nue will forzet you. He will use vou
and he will dump you to the side, but
what will be lefL will e the stain—the
stain—on democracy that you are en-
gaging in right now.

Listen to yourselves, I consider most
of you very smart. believe it or not,
but the idea that we would rig an elec-
tion for the President butl nol praserve
the congressional seaty for all of our
{riends thal we just lost in Lhe last
election is absurd.

The idea that we would help Vice
President Biden win hut wouldn't make
sure that we got enough Senators in
the Senate for us to pass a full agenda
is absurd. :

The idea Lhat Lhere was somehow ne-
farious border registration in Arizona
that tipped the scale when. during that
same time of border registration, there
were more registered volers that were
Republicans than Democrats is absurd,

You ars belter than this, Many of
vou did serve. many of you have never
served. hut Lhere Is an opportunity and
a tlie for courage, ! hopve you nevey
have to face fire or hullets or hombs for
vour country. bul right now—right
new—this counltry is asking vou Lo bhe
belter. Right now, this country is ask-
ing vou to show courage.

That man will leave. Your soul will
stay wilh you for the rest of your life.

You owe il Lo democracy. You owe it
to Lthe hundreds and thousands of men
;uul women thal have sacrificed their

ife,

You know hetler. You are better. Be
the good American. Be the American
vou want. Preserve Lhis democracy; re-
ject this movement; and stop this ter-
rorism Lhat is happeuning from the
White House.

The SPEAKER. Members are re-
minded Lo address (heir remarks to the
Chair.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker. 1 rise to speak In
favor of Lthe ohjection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
North Carolina is recognized for 5 min-
ules,

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker. it has heen quile a
day. And in contrast to the wentle-
man’'s comments just now. I couldn’t
wel over Lhis text Lhat 1 received from
the mayor of Charlotte. Vi Lyles.
aboul 30 minutes ago. She is a progres-
sive Democrat. a political opponent for
vears. a Lremendous and graceful per-
son, She said:

Representative Bishop. | hope yvou are safe
and well, It must have been o day of anzuish
for the workl to sev our Capitol huildinss
under stepe. 1 know you have a long night
ahead and want you to know 1 was thinking
ahout you. your family. and staff,

Gari hleas,

Vi

Back home. Lhe generostty of spirit
stil) exisls,

And I understand the sharp words
and feelings on the other side Lonight.
Lut there are also good people back
home. and 1 have heard from many.
many. many of them.

News would suggest Lhere are mijl-
lions of Americans—that is a big num-
ber—millions. tens of millions. who be-
liove something went awry in this elec-
tion., And they aren't dwmb, They
aren’t mindless. They don’t Lelieve
things simply because the President
savs them. There were problems.

I know that Joe Biden will be Presi-
dent. but T don’t know that il hurts or
would hurt any of us to have the gen-
erosity of spirit Lo continue to reflect
on what might be hetter or what might
serfously have gone wrong here, even if
you reject the notion that the resuit
was wrong,

I would like to offer a slighlly dif-
ferent perspective, a distinct perspec.
Live. Perhaps it will be rejected. 1
think if I were sitting on the other side
of the aisle. it would be very difficull
for me to listen Lo tonight. but you all
have heard it said. and {t certainly is
true, that many executive branch offi-
c¢lals around the Nation departed from
State legislatures' enacled laws,

1 know it is less understood how this
came Lo pass.

IL was not a sponlaneous. inde-
pendent decisionmaking. but it rve-
sulted. 1 would argue, from a coordi-
mted, nationwide partisan plan. And
the fact and scope of the plan really
isn't disputed.

If you o Lo democracydockel.com, it
is the website of Marc Elias. Lhe na-
tional Democratic election lawyer who
appeared in hundreds of cases across
the country in the course of the elec-
tion year.

This plan was nol a response Lo
COVID. by the way. IL preexisted Lhat.
And his website shows that as well. He
explained that in January of 2020,

It was a chaos stralegy. a plan to
flood State and Federal courts with
hundreds of simultaneous election vear
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lawsuits aimed at displacing State leg-
islative control.

Now. as I have seen it. only Lhe most
experienced and independent judges ap-
pear to have recognized whal was
afool. In the fourth circult. dissenting
judges Wilkinson and Agee said Uhis:
~Lel's understand Lhe sirategy that is
haing deployed here . . . Our country js
now plagued with a proliferation of
preelection litigation.” And as Llhey
pul it, 385 election year cases Lo that
point on October 20. and they referred
Lo the website healthyelections.org to
verify thal.

<Around the country,” they wrole.
courts are changing the rules of Lhe
upcoming elections al the last minute.
It makes the promise of the Constilu-
tion's Elections and Eleclors Clauses
into a farce.”

This was a political operation
masquerading as a judicial one, And in
keeping with that, it featured uwross
breaches of litigation ethics: {orum
shopping. repetitive suils afler losses,
and collusive settlements with cooper-
ating Democratic officials of State and
local governments.

That is what led Lo officials changing
the rules in State after State. mainly
through consent arders, or the prelimi-
nary. anreviewed decisions of State
and Federal trial judges inclined by
partisanship or having limited experi-
ence with the Electoral Clause.

In turn. the displacemenl of rules sel
by State legislatures led Lo chaolic
conditions on the ground. about which
s0 many Americans are angry and dis-
heartened,

1 think we can do better. I think that
strategy was unwise, and I think. par-
ticularly in light of what has happened
here today. we should.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Madam Speakel.
1 rize tonight in opposition to the oh-
jection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Madam Speaker.
as a nation. we have endured trying
times and overcome many challenges.
and now we face an unprecedented ef-
fort Lo ignore the will of the American
people and the people of Arlzona. Given
the facts and the unprecedented events
of Lonight, this effort must be finished.
and America can he united again. That
i3 golng Lo tnke leadership.

We are all leaders.

We are elected Lo be leaders. And if
we are going to do that. we have to do
il from respect Lo others. the idea that
truth is impertant, that factual con-
tent is fmportant{. that we are going to
tell the American people what is going
on in Lhis country and nol whal we
Pope Lthey hear from a 30-second sound
Mie,

I used to he a homicide investigator.
My job was (o follow the facts. develop
a case, make decisions and rec-
ommendations hased on where Lhose
facls led me, Following the provess
means that decisions cannol e made
ol rumors and innuendos alone.

1 am proud to sayv that Arizona has
uged majl-in voting for over two dec-
ades. Bolh Republicans and Democrals

.

!
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have long been proud of how our State
has administered efections.

In 2020. over 65 percent of elixible Av-
izonans voted. a record number. Qur
Republican Governor. Republican al-
torney general. Democralic secretary
of state, and our Slale's eleclion agd-
ministrators and volunteers worked
with integrity to administer a fajr
electlion,

We saw turpout increases in both Re-
publican and Democratic areas. and. in
fact. more Republicans registered in
this election Lhan any olher party. 1
am proud that many of owr Tribal.
rural, and underserved communities
voled in record numbers, all during a
pandemic. In 2020, Arizonans made
their voices heard.

The fact is. multiple Federal and
Stale judwes. agencies. and State elect-
ed officials concluded the winner was
Joe Biden,

In Arizona. this process was adminis-
tered and overseen by officials from
both parties, BEleclion officials con-
ducted random. hand-counted audils of
many precincts that confirmed there
were no errors that would change the
result of the eleclion,

The fact is that the Republican
chairman of Maricopa County. Lthe
largest Republican county in the State.
the higgest population county, stated:
“More than 2 million hallots were casl
in Maricopa Countly. and there is no
evidence of fraud or misconduct or
malfunction.”™

He conchuded: “No maller how you
voted. this election was administered
with integrity. Lransparency. and in
aceordance with State laws,™

The fact is. the President. his cam-
paign. and several Republican-led
groups filed eight election lawsuits, all
of which were dismissed. The Arizona
Supreme Court. a body where all jus-
tices have been appointed by Repub-
lican Governors. unanimously dis-
missed Lhe case,

Z 2215

The justices found that the party had
~failed to present any evidence of ‘mis-
conduct,” or ‘illegal votes” ... lel
alone establish any degree of fraud or a
slgniflcant error rate that would un-
dermine the certainty of the clection
results.”™

After these judicial rulings. the Gov-
ernor said: I trust our election sys-
lem. There's integrity in our election
system,”

The fact is, Joe Biden is the certified
winner of Arizona’s 11 electoral votes,
Arizona’s elected and appoinled offi-
clals from hoth parties followed the
facts and came to this conclusion. 1
urge my colleagues to do the same.

To my colleagues across the aisle. 1
know we may (isagree on who we want
as President, but what we personally
want is not what matlers here. Rather.
the people’'s influence, as reflected in
the certified electoral college results.
is what matters. Facls matter,

Undermining faith in owr election
process by attempting Lo mislead the
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American public only serves Lo weaken
us and make us vulnerable to foreign
aclors who do us harm. FFor the good of
our country. this must stop. Now is the
time to come together Lo preserve our
democracy and to protect our national
security.

[ know my constituents are looking
{o Congress Lo move past fls divisions,
{find common ground. and pass legisla-
tion Lo improve the lives of sbrugyling
families, We musl stay focused on
fighting the pandemic. We must work
to ensure all Americans can be vac-
cinated as soon as possible so we can
save American lives, safely reopen
schools. gel people hack to work. and
visit loved ones again. 1 urge my col-
loagues to follow this,

Mr. CAETZ, Madam Speaker,
in support of the ohjeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
I'lorida is recognizedl for 5 minutes.

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, one of
the first Lhings we did when the House
convened today was to join togelher to
extond our grace and our kindness and
our concern for a colleague who has ex-
perienced just an insurmountable
amount of grief with his family. And 1T
want all of our fellow Americans
watching to know that we did that be-
cause we care ahout each other and we
don’t want bhad things to bhappen to
each other. and our heart hurts when
they do.

Now. I am sure there are plenty of
folks over there who don’t like me Loo
much and there are few of them that 1
don’t care for Loo much, But if anybody
had been hurt today. it would have
been even maore of a ealastrophe than
we already saw, and I think Lhal is an
important point for the country.

Another importani point for the
country is that this morning, President
Trump explicitly called forr demonstra-
tions and protests Lo he peaceful. He
was far more—you can moan and
groan, bul he was far more explicit
aboul his calls for peace Lhan some of
the BLM and leflwing riolers were this
sumner when we saw violence sweep
across this Nation.

Now, we came here today to debate,
to follow regular order. to offer an ob-
jection, to follow a process lhat {3 ex-
pressly contemplated in our Constitu-
tion: and for doing thal, we gol called
a hunch of seditious traitors.

Now. not since 1985 has a Republican
President heen sworn in absent some
Democral effort to object to the elec-
tors: bhut when we do it. it is the new
violation of all norms. And when those
things are said. people get angry.

Now. 1 know there are many coun-
tries where political violence may bhe
necessary. hut America is not one such
country.

Madam Speaker. {4 was wronhyg when
people vandalized and defaced your
home, It was wrong when thugs wetit Lo
Senalor HAWLEY's home, And } don'l
know if the reports are true. bul The
Washinglton Times has just reported
some pretty compelling evidence from
a facial recognition company showing

1 rise
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that some of the people who breached
the Capitol today were not Trumyp sup-
porters. They were masquerading as
Trumyp supporters, and, in fact, were
members of the violent terrorist yroup
antifa,

Now. we should seek to hulld Amer-
fca up. not lear her down and destroy
her. And I am sure glad that, at least
for one day. I didn't hear my Democral
colleagues calling to defund the police,

Now, 1 appreciate all the talk of com-
ing together, hut let us notl pretend
that our colleagues on the left have
been free of some antidemocratic im-
pulses. Just hecause we signed on Lo
legal briefs and asked courts to resolve
disputes, there were some on the left
who said that we should nol even be
seated in the body. that we ought to be
prosecuted. maybe even jailed. Those
arguments anger people.

But people do understand the con-
cepts of basic fairness, and no competi-
tion. contest. or election can be
deemed fair if the participants are sub-
ject Lo Qifferent 1rles.

Baseball teams that cheat and steal
signs should be stripped of their cham-
pionships. Ruasian Olympians who
cheat and use sterolds should be
stripped of their medals., And Stales
that do nol run clean elections should
be stripped of their eleclors.

This fraud was gystemic: it was re-
peated: it was the same system: and. 1
dare say. it was effective. We saw cir-
cumstances whete, when Democrat
operatives couldn't get the outcomes
they wanted In State legislatures,
when they couldn't get the job done
there. they went and pressured and 1iti-
gated and usurped the Constitution
with extra-constitulional action of
some officials in some States. They
fraudulently laundered ballots. votes.
voter registration forms. and then they
limited review.

In 2016, Democrats found oui that
they couldn’t beat Donald Trump at
the ballot box with voters who actually
show up. so they turned to impeach-
ment and the witness box. And when
that failed. they ran to ithe mailbox.
where this eleclion saw an unprece-
denled amount of votes that could not
be authenticated wilh true ID. with
true signature match, and wilth true
confidence for Lhe American people.

Qur Arvicte 111 courts have failed hy
not holding evidentiary hearings to
weigh Lhe evidence, We should not jein
in that failure. We should vindicate the
rights of Stales. We should vindicate
the subpoenas in Arjzona thal have
heen issued Lo gel a hold of these vot~
ing machines, and we should reject
these electors.

Ms, DEGETTE. Madam Speaker. 1
rise in opposition to the ohjection.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Colorado is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Ms, DEGETTE, Madam Speaker. I am
very pleased to yvield my time to the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA)L, the dean of the Arizona delega-
tion.
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman from Colorado
for yielding time.

1 will be very hrief. Madam Speaker.
There is really nothing left to say. This
challenge brought by Members of this
House. Republican Members from this
House from Arizona and a Senalor
from  Texas., the whole discussion
today. this challenge to the 11 etectoral
votes that are designated for President
Biden and Vice Presideni Harris, the
discussion today proves there is no
metrit to denying Lhose electoral voles,
There is no legal standing. The courls
have proven that in Arizona time and
Ltime again. ‘There is no precedent.
There was no constitutional vielation,

But we are here today. Madam
Speaker. becauge of one man and those
who are desperate to please him.

8o what do we have to show for this
process today? PFear. a lockdown. vio-
lence. and, regrettably and sadly.
death, arrests, present and real danger.
threals, an assault on our institulion.
Lhis House. this Congress. and Lhe very
demouracy Lhat we practice here,

And o what end? What did we ac-
complish?

The reality is that the challenges
will be defealed, Come dJanuary 20.
President Biden and Vice President
Harris will be the President and Vice
President of Lhe United States.

So what have we accomplished? To
further divide this Nation? To continue
to fan the same rhetoric of division and
us versus them? To paralyze and dis-
manptle our democracy? Is Lthat what we
attempted Lo accomplish today?

The mob that attacked this instilu-
tion. I hold no Member specifically re-
sponsible for that madness that was
around us. but we do share a responsi-
bility. my friends. to end i, 1t is past
time to accept realily. to reaffirm our
tlemocracy and move on,

I would urge my colleagues from Ari-
zona who filed Lhis c¢hallenge Lo with-
draw their challenge to this, to Arizona
and to the electors that have been cho-
sen to give their 11 votes to the win-
ners in that election.

But if that doesn’t happen. Lhen I}
would urge my colleagues to reject this
challenge and defend all voters. defend
the volers of Arizona and that democ-
racy that we practice daily in the rep-
resentation of our constituents. That is
whalt is at stake today.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker. on
Sunday, every Member in this Chamber
took an oath to uphold the Constitu-
tion. and there is only one vote tonight
for those who took that oath, and that
vote is to rejecl this challenge.

The SPEAKER. All time for debate
has expired.

The question is. Shall the objeclion
Lo the Arizona electoral college vole
counl submitted by the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. Gosat and the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. Cruz) be axreed
to.

The guestion was laken:
Speaker announced that the
peared to have il.

and Lhe
noes ap-

Mr. JORDAN., Madam Speaker. on
that [ demand Lhe yeas and nays,

The SPEAKER. Pursuant (o section
3is) of House Resolulion 8, the yeas and
nays arg ordered.

The vole was taken by electionic de-
vive, and there were—yeas 121, nays
303. not voling 7. as follows:

Aderholt
Allen
Arrington
Ravin
Badrd
Banks
Bepuman
Rive 10K
Bluge
Rishop «NCo
Bachent
Bost
Rrooks
Budd
Burehett
Burcess
Caluwit
Cammick
Carl
Cartet 1 GA)
Carter . TX»
Cawthin
CUne
Cloud
Clydr
Colr
Crawford
Davhlson
Deslaslary
Diaz-Bala1t
Dunahls
Buwcan
Dunn
Bstos
Fallon
Firelliach
Fitzeerald
Fleschmany
Fracklic. ¢
Stott
Fulchey

Adan
Acuilar
Allred
Amuodes
Arpuatione
Auchim Joss
Axae
Bacon
Halderson
Bar
Barmapan
Bass
Breatly
Bentz
Rera
Beyey
Bishop (GA»
Blumenavm
Blunt Rethesten
Bonamict
Rourdwinz
Butvman
Ruxle, Brendan
¥,
Brown
Brownley
Buekanan
Bauck
Burshon
Bush
Bustos
Batterheld
Carhajal
Canlenar
Careon
Cartwtivhi
Case
Carlety
Cashin oFIe
Castio TN
Chabat
Cheniev
Chu

{Roll No. 10}

YEAS 12t
Gavts
Gareta 1Ay
Gibls
Gimener
Golimest
Gool (VA
Gooden ¢TX)
Gosay
Graves OOy
Green 1ITN
Groevpe oty
Grigith
Guext
Hazedon
Harrie
Harshbaroor
Hartzler
Hern
Herrell
v (GAy
Iheuine il.A
lodzan
leaa
Jarksun
Jacobs KY)
Johnson (LAY
Jobnsen «OH)y
Jordan
Joyee (A1
Relly tMsy
Relly (A
LaNaliu
faunborn
TauTuret
Lesko
lon:
Londeamilk
Lutas
{astkemever
AMalliotak:s
Manu

NAYS 3

Cuilline
Clak OlAr
Clar ke ' XY
Cleaver
Ciybwma
Colien
Comey
Connolly
Coopner
Corea
{*osta
Courtuey
Craig
Crenzhaw
Crist

Ciow
Cuellay
Curtis
Davide (K52
Navia, banny X
Daviz, Rudnes
Dean
IeFazin
DeQotte
Delaaty
DetBene
Delaada
Demibns
Desaulater
Deuteh
Dineell
Doxeelt
Doyte, Michiacl

Fmme
Ercobat
Fshoo
Fxpaiiti

| AVTHE)
Feeprtra
Fristson
Fitopaliick
Fletche

Mast
Metarthy
MiClatn
Mibet il
Miller (WA
Moote (ALY
Mullin
Nebla
Nerman
Nunes
Olernuite
Patazzo
Palmey
Perey
Pllnee:
Pasey
Resehetithaler
Bive (NCs
Ravetn Al
Rovern JRY
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzes
Rutherfond
Sealics
Sersions
smith Gk
Sl aNEy
Steaby
‘Tiftany
Trmmons
Van Diew
Walbers
Waloraki
Weber y TN
Webster 1FL
Withams TN
Wileon i
Wright
Zetdin

Fottenbeiry
Fosler

Foxa

‘rankel, Lo
Pudze
Gallacher
Gallewo
Garamand:
Qarbarine
Carcia o
Garcds 'TX)
Golder
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonsalen (OHy
Ganzales,

Vicents

Guttheiter
Graves LAY
Gieon. ALUTX)
Grinalva
Gmthman
Guitrie
Raaland
Hade: (CAd
Haves
Herrery Beutler
Hiscns XY
Hn
Hitnes
Hinson
Hollimewurrh
Hersford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hutfuswn
Hulrenso
Jackson Lae
Javahe CAY
tayapal
Safliion
Johneon (A
tohinzan (KD
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Johuon X
Jones

Jovee (0l
Rahele
Raptw:
Kotk
Reuting
Rellor

Rellv il
Khania
Rildee
Rilmer

Rim iN.G;
Kind
Ringlueer
Rirkpaitick
Ryichnampoertin
Kustey
Kustoft
f.aHood
Jotnl
Lanyevin
Larzen (WA
Larson .CT
Latts
Lawtvnee
Lawsan 1Pl
LeeiCA
Lee (R

Lezey Frmnander.

Lavin (A
Levin oMb
Livu
Lofcten
Lowenthal
Lt
Lynch
Mace
Malinowski
Malotiey.
Caolsn B,
Matoney sean
Mannins
Marsje
Matrul
MeBath
MeCanl
McClintuek
McCollum
McEachm
McQuvem
MueHenty
MeRinley
MeNemey
Mueeks
Nedier
Mene
Meuses
Miwmne
Milles-Meeks

Biltraks Hastines
Brady Rim«Ca
Graneer Steel
C 2308
Messrs. MOONEY.
VICENTE GONZALEZ
YOUNG. and
their vote from “yea’™ 10 “nay.
Messrs. JOHNSON
RESCHENTHALER,

Nunalenaat
Maooney
Maore ¢UT
Moore (Wh
Mataelle
Muutton
Mevan
Murphy (Flo
Murphy (NC3
Nl
Napelitane
Nuak

Negitse
Nvwhouse
Newnisn
Naorcro8s

O Halleran
Ovasiol*o3 iz,
Omar

theenr
FPullone
Panetta
Pappie
Parerel)
Pavie
Pelosy

Pente
Perlmutter
Prteia
Philhps
Pingtee
PPocan
Postey
Prerstey
Price 1N
Qulnley
Raskimy
Reed

RHiee 1N
ftichmend
Rudeerr WAL
Ross

Roy
Itovbal-Altmd
Rulx
Rupperdtateer
Rush

Ryan
Sanihez
Satbanes
seanlon
Srhakowsky
Sehiff
Nehnedde:
Helirade:

S hirtes
Schwetkert
Seolt iVa)
Keoft, Austin
Neott, David

NOT VOTING 7

and

Rl
sherman
sherll
Simpean
Sires
slotkin
Stk (N
St (War
Smue Ker
suto
Spanbsiger
spartz
Spety
Stanton
Stautey
Stefantk
stedl
stovens
Stewnit
Sitver
Strgekband
Sunzid
Swadwel)
Takano
Taylor
Thompson «'A
Thompaot «Ms
Thanpeon B\
Tituy
Tonko
Torrea 13,
Torres (XYt
Trahan
Trone
Tarner
Underwaod
Upton
Van Dnyue
Varoas
Veasey
Veln
Velazguez
Wanner
Waltz
Wassernun
Sehultz
Wateny
Watson Culeman
Weleh
Wensteup
Westerman
Wexton
wiid
Willlams «GA)
Wilson (Fl¢
Witiman
Womack
Yarmuth
Youny

Tl

WITTMAN.
of Texas.

GROTHMAN changed

.

of Ohio.
Mrs.

WALORSKI changed thelr vole from
“nay' o “yea."”
So the objection was not agresd Lo,

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion Lo reconsider was laid on

the tahle.

Stated against:
Mrs. KIM of California. Madam Speaker. |

was unavoidably delained. Had |

been

present, | weuld have voled “nay” on rolicall

No. 10.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now
notify the Senatle of the aclion of the
House. informing that body thal the
House is now remly 1o proceed in joint
sessfon wilh the further counting of
the electoral vote for the President and
the Vice President.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. To remind hoth sides
of the aisle. during in the joint session.
there are 11 House Republicans. 11
House Democrats, 11 House Senate
Democrats, 11 Senale Republicans, 44
Membels on the floor, Please view Lhe
proceetlings from vour offices. Thank
you.

This is nol a suggestion. That is a di-
rection. in the interest of good example
to the public of how serious we take
the coronavirus threat and the need for
social distancing.,

Please. my colleagues, if you are not.
participating in the next part of this.
please return Lo your offices.

I wish to remind Members thal we
have to reduce the number of Members
on the floor Lo Lhe gallery to wilness
the proceedings from there. in a rel-
ative number. So first come. first
serve,

— D ——

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms,
Byrdl, one of its clerks. announced that
Lhe Secretary of the Senate shall in-
form the House of Representatives that
the Senate is ready Lo proceed in joint
sessfon with the further counting of
the elecloral voles for President and
Vice President.

AL 11:35 p.m.. the Sergeant at Arms.
Paul D. Irving. announced the Vice
President and the Senate of the United
States,

The Senale entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives. headed by
the Vice President and the Secretary of
the Senate, the Members and officers
of the House rising to receive them.

The Vice President took his seat as
the Presiding Officer of the joint con-
vention of Lhe Lwo Houses, the Speaker
of the House occupying the chair on his
left. Senators Look seats Lo the right of
the rostrum as prescribed by law,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint
gession of Congress to count the elec-
toral vole will resume, The Lellers will
take their chairs.

The (wo Houses retired lo consider
soparately and decide upon the vote of
the Slate of Arizona. to which an ob-
jection has been filed.

The Secrelary of the Senate will re-
port the action of the Senate.

The Secretary of the Senate read the
order of the Senate. as follows:

Ovdered, That. the Senate hy a vote of 6
ayex to 53 nays rejecls the ghjection to the
electoral votes east in the State of Arizona
for Joseph R, Biden. Jr.. for President and
KaMara D, Hakkis for Vice President.,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Clerk of
Lhe House will report the aclion of the
House.

The Clerk of the House read the order
of the House, as follows:

Ovderved, That Ahe House of Representatives
refecls the objection to the electoral vote of
the State of Arizona.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
the law. chapter 1 of title 3. United
Slates Code. hecause the two Houses
have nol suslained the objection. the
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orfginal certificate submitted by the
State of Arizona will be counted as pro-
vided therein.

The tellers will now record and an-
nounce the vote of the State of Arkan-
sas for President and Vice President in
accordance with the action of Lhe twa
Houses,

This certificate from Arkansas, the
Parliamenlarian has advised me, is the
only certificate of wvote from that
Stale, and purports to be a return from
Lhe Stato, and that has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of that
Stale purporting Lo appoint or ascer-
tain electors.

Mr., RODNEY DAVIS of Ilinois. M.
President. the certificale of the elec-
toral vole of the Stale of Arkansas
seems Lo be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom that
Donald J. Trumyp of the State of Flor-
ida received 6 votes for President and
MICHAEL R. PENCE of the State of Indi-
ana received 6 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objeclions to counling the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Arkansas
that Lhe teller has verified appears to
he regulay in form and anthentic?

Thetre was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none, Lhis certificate from California.
Lthe Parlinmentlarian has advised me. is
Lthe only certificate of vote from that
Statle that parports to be a return from
Lhe State and thal has annexed to it a
cerbificale from an authority of the
Stale purporting to appoint and ascer-
tain electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. My, President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of California seems to be regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
Lherefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of
the State of Delaware received 55 votes
for President and KAMALA D. HARRIS of
thie State of California received 55
votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Llhere
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of California
that the teller has verified appears to
be regular in formm and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Colorado.
the ParBiamentavian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote from that
State that purports to be a relurn from
Lhe State. and that has annexed to {t a
certificate from an authority of the
State purporting to appoint and ascer-
tain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Colorado seems Lo be regular
in form and authentic. and il appears
therefrom thal Joseph R. Biden. Jv.. of
the State of Delaware received 9 votes
for Presidenl and KAMALA D. HARRIs of
the State of California received 9 votes
for Vive President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Llhers
any objections 1o counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Colorado
that the teller has verified appears Lo
he regular in form and authenlic?
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There was no ghjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Con-
necticut., the Parliamentarian has ad-
vised me. i3 Lhe only certificate of votle
from that State that purports to be a
return from the State and that has an-
nexed to it a certificate from an au-
thority of Lthe State purporting to ap-
point or arcertain eleclors,

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of Lhe State of Connecticul: seems
to be regular in form and authentic,
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden, Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 7 votes for President and
KAMALA D. HARRIs of the State of Cali-
fornia received 7 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of Conneclicul
that the teller has verified appears 1o
he regular in form and authentic?

There was no ohjection,

C 2345

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificale from Delaware,
the Parllamentarian has advised me, is
Lhe only certificate of vote from that
State that purports to be a return from
the Stale and thal has annexed to it a
certificale from an authority of the
State purporting Lo appeint and ascer-
Lain eleclors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Nlinocis, Mr.
President. the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of Lhe State of Delaware
seems to be regular in form and au-
thentic, and jt appears Lherefrom that
Joseph R. Blden, Jr.. of the State of
Delaware raceived 3 voles for President
and KaMarna D. HarRis of the State of
California received 3 voles for Vice
President,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counling the certifi-
cate of vote of Lhe State of Delaware
that, the teller has verified appears lo
he regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from the District
of Columbia, the Parliamentarian has
advised me. is the only certificale of
vole from the Distyict thal purports to
be a return from the District and that
las annexed Lo il a certificate from an
authority of Lthe District purporting to
appoint and ascertain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of Lhe elecloral vole of the
District of Columbia seems to be reg-
ular in form and authentic. and it ap-
pears therefrom that Joseph R. Biden.
Jr., of the State of Delaware received 3
voles for President and KaMarLa D.
HARRIS of lhe State of California re-
ceived 3 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjeclions to counting the certifi-
cale of volte of the District of Columbia
that the teller has verified appears to
be regulay In form and authentic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Florida. the
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Parliamentarian has advised me, is the
only certificate of vote from that State
thal purports Lo be a retwrn from lhe
Stale and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting Lo appoinl and ascertain
electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vole of the
Slale of Florida seems to be regular in
form and authentic, and it appears
therefrom thal Donald J. Trump of the
State of Plorida received 29 votes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 29 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of Lhe Slate of FFlorida
thal the teller has verified appears Lo
he regulayr in form and authentic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearving
none, Lthis certificate from Georgia. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that Stale
Lthat purports to be a return from the
State and that has annexed Lo it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the Stale
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Ar. Presi-
dent. the certificale of the electoral
vote of Lhe State of Georgia seems Lo
he regular in form and authentic. and
it appears Lherefrom that Joseph R.
Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 168 votes for President and
KEAMALA D, HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 16 votes forr Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does the gentleman from Geor-
wia (Mr. HICE) rise?

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. President.
myself. members of Lhe Georgia delega-
Lion, and some 74 of my Republican col-
leagues and 1 object 1o the electoral
vote from the Slate of Georgia on the
grounds that the election conducted on
November 3 was faully and fraudulent
due to unilateral actions by the sec-
retary of state (o unlawfully chabnge
the State’s election process wilhoul
approval from the General Assembly
and thereby sebting the stage for an
unprecedented amount of fraud and
irregularities. I have signed the objec-
tion myself.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Seclions 15
and 17 of title 3. United States Code.
requive that any objection be presented
in writing and signed by a Member of
Lhe House of Representatives aml a
Sepator.

Is the objeclion in writing and signed
by a Member and a Senator?

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Presidenl.
prior to Lhe actions and events of
Ltoday, we did. but following the events
of Loday. it appears that some Senators
have withdrawn their objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. 1n thal case,
the objeclion cannot: be entertainedl.

This certificate from Hawaili. the
Parliamenlarian has advised me. is the
only vertificale of vote firom that State
that purperts to be a return from ihe

State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tficate from an anthority of the Stale
purporting to appoint and asvertain
electors,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Hlinois, Mrp,
President. the certificale of Lthe eleu-
toral vote of the Stale of Hawaii seems
to be regular in form and authentic,
and iL appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., of Lhe State of Delaware
received 4 voles for President and
KAMALA D. HARRIS of the State of Cnli-
fornia received 4 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are thete
any objections to counting the certifi-
eate of vote of the State of Hawail that
the teller has verified appears to be
regulay in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Idabo. the
Parliamentatian has advised me. iz the
only certificale of vole from that State
Lat purporls to bhe a return from the
State and thal has annexed to il a cer-
uificate from an authority of the State
purporling Lo appoint and ascertain
electors,

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of Lthe
State of ldaho seems Lo he regular in
form and authentic, and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
Stale of Florida received 4 votes for
Presldent and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 4 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of ldaho that
the Leller has certified appears Lo he
regular in form and authenlic?

There was no abjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Illinois. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that State
that purports to be a return from the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
Lificate from an authority of Lhe State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electons,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President, the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of the Stale of INinois seems
to be regular in form and authentic,
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 20 votes for President and
KaxaLa D. HArRis of the Stale of Cali-
fornia received 20 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of INlinois that
the teller has verified appears to be
regular in form and authentie¢?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Indiana. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
cnly certificate of vote from that State
that puiports to be a return from Lhe
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
eleclors.
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Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr., Presi-
dent, the certificate of the eclectoral
vole of the State of Indiana seems o
be regular in form and authentie, and
it appears therefrom that Donald J.
Tramp of Lthe State of Florida received
11 votes {or President and MICHARL R,
PENCE of the Slate of Indiana received
11 voles for Vice President.,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Ulhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Indiana
that the leller has verified appears 10
ha regular in form and authentic?

There was no ohjeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certiflcate from lIowa. Lhe
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that State
that purpotts 10 be a return from the
State and that has annexed Lo it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the Stale
purporting to appoint and ascertain
eleclors,

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificale of the electoral vole of the
Stale of lowa seems to be rewgular in
form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 6 voles for
President and MICHAEL R, PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 6 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of lowa Lhat
the teller has verified appears Lo he
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Heatiny
none. this certificate from Kansas. Lhe
Pardamentarian has advised me. is Lhe
only certificate of vote from that State
thal purports to he a return from Lhe
State and that has annexed Lo il a cer-
tificate from an authority of Lthe State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. Presidenl, the
certificate of the electoral vote of Lhe
State of Kansas seems 1o he regular in
form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Tramp of the
State of Florida received 6 votes for
President and MICHAEL R, PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 6 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Kansas that
the teller has verified appears to he
regular in form and anthentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Lhe Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. the Parlia-
mentarian has advised me, is the only
certificate of vole firomn that State Lhat
purports 1o be a return from the State
and that has annexed to it a certificate
from an authority of the State pur-
poriing to appoint and ascertain elec-
lors,

Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. Presidenl. the
certificate of Lhe electoral vote of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky seems to
bhe regular in form and authentic. and
it appears therefrom that Donald J.
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Tramp of the Slate of Florida received
8 votes for President and MICHAEL R.
PENCE of the State of Indiana received
8 votes for Vice Prasident.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any ohjections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky that the telley has verified
appears to he regular in form and au-
thentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, Lhis certificale from Louisiana,
the Parliamentarian has advised me, is
the only certificate of vote from that
State thal purports Lo be a return from
the State and that has anmnexed Lo il a
certificale from an authority of the
State purporting to appoint and ascer-
Lain electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR., Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Lounisiana seems Lo
bhe regular in form aml authentic. and
appears therefrom that Donald J.
Trump of the State of Florida received
8 vores for President and MICHAEL R.
PrNeE of the State of Indiana received
8 voles for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjeclions Lo counting Lhe certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Louisiana
thal the teller bas verified to be reg-
ular in form and authentic?

There wag no objeciion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, Lhis certificate from Maine, the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from thatl Stale
that purporls to be a return from the
State and that has annexed Lo it a cer-
tificate from an authorily of the Stale
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Mr., RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of the Stale of Maine seams
to be regular in form and authentic,
and it appears therefrom thal Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of Lhe Statle of Delaware
received 8 votes for President, and Don-
ald J. Trump of Lhe State of Florida re-
ceived 1 vote for President and KAMALA
D, HarRi1s of the State of California re-
celved 3 votes for Vice President. and
MICHAEL R, PENCE of the State of Indi-
ana received 1 vote for Vice President.

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Are lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Maine that
the Leller has verified appears to he
regular In form and authentic?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Maryland,
Lthe Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vole from that
State Lhat purports to be a return fiom
the State and that has annexed to il a
certificate from an authorily of Lhe
State purporting to appeint and ascer-
Lain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr, President, the
cortificate of the elecloral vole of the
State of Maryland seems Lo he regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
Lherefrom thal Joseph R. Biden, Jr., of
the State of Delaware veceived 10 voles

for President and KaMaLA D, HARRIS of
the State of California received 10
voles for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
catle of vote of the State of Maryland
that the beller has verified appears to
be regular in form and anthentic?

There was ho objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearinyg
none. Lhis certificate from Massachu-
setls, the Parliamentarian has advised
me. is Lhe only certificate of vole from
that State that purporls to he a relarn
from Lhe State and that has annexed Lo
it a certificale from an authority of
the State purporting to appoint and ag-
cerlain electors,

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of electoral voite of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetls
seems to be regular in formn and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom thal
Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of Lthe State of
Delaware recveived 11 voles for Presi-
dent and KaMaLa D. HAaRRIS of the
Biate of California received 11 voles for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT., Are there
any objections to counting the certifi~
cate of vote of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetls that (he teller has
verified appears to be regular in form
and aulthentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Michigan,
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificale of vote from thatl
State Lhat purports to be a return {from
the State and that has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of Lhe
State purporting to appoeint and asuer-
tain slectors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr, Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vole of the State of Michigan seems Lo
e regular in form and authentic. and
il appears therefrom that Joseph R.
Biden. Jy.. of the State of Delaware ve-
ceived 16 votas for President and
KaMaLa D. HARRIsS of vhie State of Cali-
fornia received 16 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
reason does Lhe gentlewoman from
Georgla (Mrs. GREENE) rise?

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Presi-
dent. 1, alony wilth 70 of my Republican
colleagues. object Lo the counting of
the electoral votes for the State of
Michigan on the grounds {hat the exror
rate exceeds the FEC rate allowed at
0.0008 percent, and thal Lhe people who
signed affidavits ay risk of perjury.
their voices have not bheen heard in a
court of law,

L 0000

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 of title 3 of the U.S. Code. re~
quire thatl any objection he presented
in writing and signed by a Member of
the House of Reprasentatives and a
Senator,

1s the objection in writing and signed
by a Member and a Senator?

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. The objec-
tion is in writing, not signed by a Sen-
ator.

anuary 6, 2021

The VICE PRESIDEN'D. 111 Lhat case.
the objection cannot be entertained.

Are there any further objeclions to
counting the certlificate of Lhe vote
from the Stalte of Michigan thal the
Leller has verified appears Lo be regular
in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing no
further objections. Lhis certificate
from Minnesotn, the Parliamenlarian
has advised me. is the only certificale
of vote from that State that purports
to be a return from Lhe State and thal
has annexed Lo it a certificate of an au~
thority of the Stale purporting Lo ap-
point or ascertain electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent, the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Minnesota seems
to be regular in form and authentic.
and it appears therefrom thal Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 10 votes for Presidenl and
KaMavra D, Harris of the State of Cali-
fornia recefved 10 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are (here
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of Lthe vole from the State of Min-
nesota thal the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
Lie?

There was no ohjecbion.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none, this certificate from Mississippi.
the Parliamentarian has advised, is the
only certificale of vole from that State
that puwrporis Lo be a return firom the
State and thal has annexed 10 jl a cer-
tificate of an authority of Lhe State
purporting Lo appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of llinois. Mr.
President. the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of the State of Mississippi
seems (o be vegular in form and au-
thentic. and il appears therefrom that
Donald J. Trump of Lhe State of Flor-
ida rveceived 6§ votes for President and
MICHAEL R. PENCE of the State of Indi-
ana received 6 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections to counling the certifi-
cale of Lhe voie from Lhe Stale of Mis-
sissippi that the Leller has verified ap-
pears Lo be regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Missourd,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vole from that State
that purports to be a retwrn fiom the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority of Lhe State
purporting to appoint o ascertain elec-
tors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vole of Lhe
State of Missourl seems Lo be regular
ju form and authentic. and i{ appears
therefirom thatl Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 10 votes for
Prosident and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 10 voles for
Vice President.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Arve there
any objections to countling the certifi-
cate of Lthe vole from the State of Mis-
sonri that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
Lig?

‘There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none. this certificate from Montana,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from thal State
that purports to be a return from the
State and that has annexed to {t a cer-
tificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Ms, LOFGREN, My, President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
Stale of Montana seems Lo be regular
{n form and authentlic, and it appears
therefrom thal Donald J. Trump from
the Slate of Florida received 3 votes
for President aml MICHARL R, PENCE
from Lhe State of Indlana received 3
votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections to counting the certifi-
cale of the vote front the Slate of Mon-
tana thal the teller has verified ap-
pears Lo be regular in form and authen-
tie?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENYT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Nelwaska.
the Partiamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from thal State
that purports to he a return from the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
Lo18,

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
denl. the certificale of the slectoral
vole of the State of Nebraska seems Lo
he regular in form and authentic. and
L. -appears therefrom that Donald J.
‘Trump of Lhe State of Florida received
4 voles for President: and Joseph R.
Biden. Jr.. of the Stale of Delaware re-
velved 1 vote for Presidenl: and MI-
CHAFRL R. PENCE of the Stlale of Indiana
received 4 votes for Vice President: and
KAMALA D, HARRIS of the Statle of Cali-
fornia received 1 vole for Vice Presi-
denl.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Are there
any objections to counting the certifi~
¢ate of vole from the State of Nebraska
that the teller has verified Is regularin
form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Nevada. the
Parliamentarian has advised. js the
only certificate of vote from Lhe State
Lhat purports Lo be a return from lhe
State and that has annexed Lo it a cer-
tificate of an authority from the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors,

Myr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinofs. My,
President. the cerlificale of Lhe elec-
toral vole of the State of Nevada seems
to be reguiar in form and authentie.
amd It appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 1 votes for President aml
KaMaLa D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
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fornia reveived 6 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose¢ does the gentleman from Ala-
hama rise?

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Presi-
dent. I and 55 olher Members of the
United States House of Representatives
abject to the electoral vote for the
Stale of Nevada in order to protect the
lawful voles of Nevada and all other
American citizens.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 of Litle 3 of the United Slates
Code. require thal any objeclion be
presented {n wriling and signed by a
Member of the House of Representa-
tives and a Senator,

1s the objection in writing and signed
by a Member and a Senalor?

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Presi-
dent. it is in writing. but. unfortu-
nately. no Uniled States Senator has
joined in this effort.

The VICE PRESIDENT. In Lthal case,
Lhe objection canunot be entertained.

Are there any further objections Lo
counting the certificate of vote from
the State of Nevada that the teller has
verified appears to be regular in form
and authentic?

There was ho objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT, This certifi-
cate from New Hampshire. the Parlla-
mentarian has advised me. is the only
certificate of electoral vote from Lhat
State that purports to he a return from
the Stale and that has annexed to it a
certificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Senator BLUNT. My, President. the
certificate of the elecloral vote of the
Stale of New Hampshire seems (o be
regular in form and authentie, and it
appears (lherefrom that Joseph R.
Riden, Jr.. of the Stale of Delaware re-
ceived 4 voles for President and
KAMALA D. HARRIS of the State of Call-
fornia received 4 votes for Vice Presi-
dent,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vole of Lhe State of New Ham)-
shire that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tie?

-There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
cate from New Jersey. the Parliamen-
larian has advised. is the only certifi-
cale of vote from the State thal pur-
ports 10 be a return from the State and
that has annexed Lo {1 a certificale of
an aulhority in the State purporting to
appoint or ascertain eleclors,

Ms, LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of Lhe

-State of New Jersey seems to he reg-

ular in form and authentic, and it ap-
peats therefrom that Joseph R. Biden.
Jr.. of the State of Delaware received
14 votes for President and Kasmania D,
Harils of the State of California re-
ceived 14 votes for Vice President.

The VICK PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
ciate of the vote from the State of New
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Jersey Lhat the teller has verified ap-
pears 1o be regular in form and authen-
e?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
cale from New Mexico, the Parliamen-
tarian has advised. is the only certifi-
ente of vote from Lhe State that puy-
ports to he a return from Lhe State and
that has annexed Lo it a certificate of
an authority of the State purporting to
appoint or ascertain electors,

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vole of the State of New Mexico seems
1o he regular in form and authentic.
and iL appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Riden, Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 5 votes for Presidenl and
Kamara D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 5 voles for Vice Prasi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to vounting the certifi-
cate of the vote (rom the State of New
Mexico that the teller has verified ap-
pears 1o be regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificale from New York.
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificale of vote from the
State that purports to he a return from
the State and has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority from the State
purporling to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the cervtificate of the elec-
toral vote of the State of New York
seems to be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom that
Jossph R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of
Delaware received 29 voles for Presi-
dent and KaMALA D. HARRIS of the
State of California received 29 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Are there
any objections to counting the cevtifi-
cate of Lthe vole from the State of New
York that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tie?

There was no objeclion,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificale from North Caro-
lina, the Parliamentarian has advised
me, is the only certificate of vole from
thal State that purports Lo be a return
from Lhie State and that has annexed to
il a cerlificate from the State pur-
porting to appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors,

C 0010

Senalor BLUNT. Mr. Presidenl. the
certificate of the elecloral vole of the
State of North Carolina seems to be
regular in form and authentic. and it
appears therefrom thal Donald J.
Tramp of the State of Florida received
15 votes for President and MICHARL R.
PENCE of the State of Indiana received
15 voles for Vice President,

The VICYE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of North Carc-
lina that the teller hax verified appears
10 be regular in form and authentic?
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- There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT., Hearing
none. this certificate from Norih Da-
kota. lhe Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only cerlificale of vole from
that State, and purports Lo be a return
from the State and that has annexed to
it a certificate of an authority of the
State purporling to appoint and ascer-
tajn electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of Lthe electoral vote of the
State of Norlh Dakota seems Lo be reg-
ular in form and authentic, and it ap-
pears therefrom thal Donald J. Trump
of the State of Florida recelved 3 voles
for President and MICHARL R. PENCE of
the Slate of Indiana recelved 3 voles
for Vice Presidend,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the Stale of North Da-
kota that the leller has verified as reg-
ular and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. the certificate from Ohio, the
Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from Lhal
State. and purporls Lo be a return from
the State and Lbat bas annexed Lo it a
certificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or arcertain elec-
tors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR., Mr. Presi-
fenst. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Ohio sesms to he
regular in form and authentic, and it
appears therefrom that Donald J.
Trump of Lthe State of Flotida received
18 voles for Presidenl and MICHAEL R.
PENCE of the State of Indiana received
18 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections to counting the certifi-
cate of vate of the State of Ohio that
the teller has verified is regular in
form and authentic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. Lhis certificate [rom Oklahoma,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from that
State, and purports 1o be a return from
the State and that has annexed to it a
certificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoinl or ascertain elec-
Lors.,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois, Mr.
President. the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of Lhie Stale of Oklahoma
seems to be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom Lhat
Donald J. Trump of the State of Flor-
ida veceived 7 votes for President and
MICHAEL R. PENCE of Lhe Slale of Indi-
ana received 7 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of Oklahoma
that the teller has verified 1o be reg-
wlar in form and authentic?

There was no ohjection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, Lhis certificate from Oregon. the
Parliamentarian hax advised. is Lhe
only certificate of vole from thal State
that purports to be a return from the
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State and that has a cerlificate of au-
thorily from the State annexed to it to
appoeint anil ascertain electors.

Senator BLUNT. M President, Lbe
certificate of the elecioral vote of Lhe
State of Oregon seems Lo be regular in
form and authentic. and {t appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden, Jr., of
the State of Delaware receivaed 7 voles
for President and KaMaALA D, HARRIS of
the State of California recejved 7 votes
for Vice Prasident.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vole of the Stale of Oregon that
the teller has verified as regular in
form and authentic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, the Par-
liamentarian has advised. is the only
certificate of vote from Lhat Stale that
purports to be a return from the State
and Lhat has anuexed Lo il a certificate
from an authority of the Slale pur-
porting 1o appainl and ascertain elec-
tors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania seems
to be regular in form and authentic.
and ft appears therefrom (hat Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 20 votes for President and
KAMALA D. HARRIS of Lhe State of Cali-
fornia received 20 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.,

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does the gentleman rom Penn-
sylvania rise?

Mr. PERRY. Mr. President. sadly.
but resolutely. I object to the electoral
votes of my beloved Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania on the grounds of mul-
tiple constitutional infractions that
they were not under all of the known
circumstances regularly given: and on
this oceaston, 1 have a written objec-
tion signed by a Senalor and 80 Mem-
hers of the House of Representatives.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Iy the objec-
tion in wriling and signed by a Sen-
ator?

Mr. PERRY. Yes. Mr. Vice President,
it is.

The VICE PRESIDENT. An objection
presented in writing and signed by hoth
a Repregentative and a Senalor com-
plies with the law, chapter 1 of title 3,
United States Code.

The Clerk will report the objection.

The Clerk read the objection as fol-
lows:

JANvARY 7. 2021,

We, & Uniled Statex Senator and Members
of the House of Representatives, object to
the counting of the elecloral votes of Lhe
State of Pennsvivapia on the ground that
they were not. under all of the known cir-
cumstances. regularly given.

JosH HAWLEY,
Unded States Senator,
SCOTT PERRY.
Member of Congiess,
MEMRERS OF CONGRESS

Mo Brooks AL 5. Mike Kelly PA 16, John
Joyee PA 13, Fred Keller PA 12, Scott Perry
Pa 10, Glena Thompeon PA 15, Jim Jordan
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OH 4. Dan Meuser PA 9, Clay Hizmnns LA 3.
Toin Rive 8C 7. Yvelle Herrell NM 2, Adex-
ander Mooney WV 2, Andy Blixs AZ 5. John
W. Rose TN 6. W, Creg Steuhe FL-17. Madi-
soh Cawthorn NC 11, Bill Posey FL-8, Jett
Duncan SC 3. Brian Bahin TX 36. Loute Goh-
mert TX-1,

Brian J. Mast FL 18, Warren Davidson OH
8. Andy Harrizx MD 1, Doug Lamborn CO 5.
Kat Camunack FL 3. Tracey Mann KS 1, Bobh
Good VA 3. Adrian Smith NE-3. Billy Long
MO 7. Jack Bergman MI 1. Michael Cloud
TX-27. Byron Donalids FL-19. Rick Crawford
AR 1. Roger Willlams TX- 25, Bab Giblhs OH-
7. Ruus Fulcher ID 1, Richard Hudson NC 8.
Ted Budd NC 13, Barry Moore AL 2, lLee
Zeldin NY 3.

Jake LaTurner K 2, David Rouzerr NC 7.
Jason Smith MO 8, Lauren Boebett CO 3,
Paul A. Goxar AZ 4, Chuck Flelschmann TN
3. 'Tim Burchety ‘TN 2, Chris Jacohs NY 27,
Bill Johnson OH 6. Andrew $. Clyde GA 9.
Lanve Gooden TX 5, Randy Feenstra 14 4.
Mary B, Miller IL- 13, Diana Harshbarzer TN
1. Mark E. Green TN 7. Ron Estes KS 4. Neal
Dunn FL 2, Ronny Jackson TX 13. Elise
Stefanik NY 21. Ralph Norman SC 5.

Joe Wilson SC 2. Vieky Hartzler MO 4,
Seott  DesJariais TN-4. Marjorle Taylor
Greene GA 14. Dong LaMalfa CA-1. Jeff Van
Drew NJ 2. Ben Cline VA 6. Michael D. Rog-
ers AL 8. Markwayne Mullin OK 2, Jeff Dun-
van SC 3. Pat Fallon TX 4, Brad R, WensLrup
OH 2. August Plluger TX 11, Rob Witunan
VA 1. Svott Franklin FL 15, David Kustoff
TN 8, Sam Graves MO 6. Matl Gaelz FL 1.
Ramdy K. Weber TX 14,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
further ohjections to the certificale
from the Conunonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania?

There was no objection.

The VICKE PRESIDENT.
heats none.

The two Houses will withdraw [irom
joint session. Each House will delib-
erate separately on the pending objec-
tion and report its decision back to the
joint session.

The Senate will now retire to its
Chamber.

The Senate retired to ils Chambenr.

- 0020

The SPEAKER. Pursuant Lo Senate
Concurrent Resolution 1 and section 17
of Litle 3. United States Code. when the
Lwo Houses withdraw from the joint
session to countl the electoral vote for
separale consideration of objection. a
Representative may speak Lo the objec-
tion for 5 minutes and nol more than
once. Debate shall not exceed 2 howrs.
after which the Chair shall put the
guestion. Shall the objection be axreed

The Chair

to?
The Clerk will report the objeclion
made in the joint session.
The Clerk read the objection as fol-
lows:
JANUARY 7. 2021,
We. a United States Senator and Members
of the House of Representatives. object to
the counting of Lhe electoral votes of the
State of Penmsylvania on the wround that
they were not. under all of the known cir.
cumstancees, regularly given.
JosH HAWLEY,
Uniled States Senatm.
SCOTT PERRY,
Menmbher of Congress.,
MEMRBERS OF CONGRESS
Mo Brooks AL 3. Mike Kelly PA 16. John
Jovee PA 13, Fred Keller PA 12, Svott Perry
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PA-10, Glenn Thompson PA 15, Jim Jordan
OH 4. Dan Meuzer PA 9. Clay Hivplns LA 3.
Tom Rive SC 7. Yvette Hervell NM 2, Alex-
ander Mooney WY 2, Andy Blgzx AZ 5. John
W. Rose TN 6. W. Grew Steube FL 17, Madi-
son Cawthorn NC 11, Bill Posey FL 8. Jefr
Duncan 8C 3. Brian Babin TX 36. Louie Goh-
met TX 1.

Brian .J. Maxl FL 18, Warren Davidson OH
8. Andy Harris MD-1. Douy Lamborn CO 5.
Kal Cammack FL 3. Tracey Mann KS 1, Bol
Good VA 5. Adrian Smith NE 3, Billy Long
MO 7. Jack Berognan MI-1. Mlchael Cloud
TX 27, Byron Donalds FIL-19. Rick Crawford
AR 1. Roger Williams TX-25. Bob Gibhs OH
7. Russ Fulcher ID-1. Richard Hudnon NC- 8.
Ted Budd NC-13, Barry Moore AL 2, Lee
Zeldin NY 1,

Jake LaTurner KS§ 2, Davidl Rouzer NC 7.
Jason Smith MO 8. Lauren Boebert CO 3.
Paul A, Gosar AZ 4. Chuek Fleischmann TN
3. Tim Burchett TN 2. Chrix Jacobs NY 27,
Bill Johason OH 6. Andrew 5. Clyde GA 9,
Lance Gouoden TX 3, Randy Feenstra A4
Mary E. Miller IL 15, Diana Harshharger TN
1, Mark E, Green TN 7, Ron Estes KS. 4, Neal
Dunn FL 2. Rouny Jackson TX 13, Elise
Stefanik NY 21, Ralph Norman SC-5,

Joe Wilson SC 2. Vicky Havzley MO 4.
Scott DesJarlaiz TN 4. Marjorie Taxlor
Greene GA- 14, Doug LaMalla CA 1. Jeff Van
Drew NJ 2. Ben Cline VA 6, Michael D. Ros-
ers AL-3, Markwayne Mullin OK.2, Pat
Fallon TX- 4. Brad R, Wenstrup OH 2. August
Pllucer TN 11, Robh Wittman VA 1. Scott
Franklin PL 13. David Kustoff TN 8 Sam
Graves MO 6. Mawl Gaetz FL I. Randy K,
Weber TN 14

The SPEAKER. The Chair will en-
deavor Lo alternate recognilion bLe-
tween Members speaking in support of
the objection and Members speaking in
opposition to Lhe objection.

‘The Chair recognizes Lhe gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5
minutes,

Mr, PERRY. Madam Speaker, this is
a somber day for the defense of the
Constiturion. You see, the Constitution
is just a piece of paper. 1t cannot de-
fend itself. That s why our leaders
swear an oath to uphold and defend the
Constitution. and that is what I am
doiny here this evening.

The Constitution slates: '"The Limes.
places. and manner of holding elections
. . . shall be prescribed . . . by the leg-
islature'‘—not Lhe courts. not the Gov-
ernor. not the secrelary of state or
other bureaucrats or elected officials.
the legislature.

In Pennsylvania. Lhe supreme court
unilaterally extended the deadline for
ballols Lo 3 days after the election.
They actually wanled 10, The supreme
court is not the legislature, The su-
preme court mandaled wn-postmarked
ballots Lo be received. destroying Lhe
validity of all the votes that weve cast
timely.

The supreme courl aclion defied the
Jaw, Lhe legislature. and the will of Lhe
people.

The supreme vourt puthorized the
use of drop hoxed. where bhallol har-
vesting could occur. The legislature
never authorized that form of voting.
and the court had absolutely no right
to do ro,

Responding to the secretary of state,
Kathy Boockvar. the supreme court
ruled that mail-in allots need not au-
thenticate signatures,
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Once again, the court not only defied
Lhe Constitution and the will of the
people. but by so doing. Lhey created a
separate class of voters, thereby vio-
lating the Equal Protection Clause pre-
scribed in the Conslitution,

How can we have two legally sepa-
rate classes of voters? Yet, the court
made it %0. not the legislature.

‘The Constitution doesn’t mention
the court when determining the time,
place. and manner of electjons because
they ate not authorized to make those
decisions. Yet. they 4id it.

And the U.S., Supreme Cowrt has re-
fused 1o hear the case, denying the evi-
dence and denying the demands for jus-
tice from Lhe people of Pennsylvania
and America.

These aren’'t my opinlons. These
aren’t partisan viewpoints. These are
irrefutable facts,

S8ix davs befove the clection. guid-
ance emailed from the secretary of
state required that the counties shall
not pre-canvass or canvass any mail-in
or civilian absentee ballols received be-
tween 8 o'clock Tuesday and 5 o'clock
riday and that they must he kept sep-
arately. That was 6 days before Lhe
elecLion,

Madam Speaker. 2 days before the
election, counties received new guid-
ance from the secretarvy of state, in-
forming counties that they shall can-
vass segregated absentee and mail-in
ballots as soon as possible upon re-
ceipt,

The secretary of stale is nol elected
hy Lhe people. She is nol a member of
the legislature, Yel. she. and she alone,
determined the time and manner of
elections. That was unconstitulional,

In defiance of a U.S. Supreme Court
order Lhat all ballots received after
election day be segregated. the sec-
relary of state knew, once they were
canvassed. that is opened and commin-
gled with all the other hallots. Lhey
would be counted with al) the rest.,

And what is the remedy for this defi-
ance. for this lawbreaking? So far. the
court has decided there is no remedy.
There is no penalty for this lawless-
ness, this dilution of lawfully cast
voles, this defiance of the Constitu-
tion—no remenly, When Lhe State logis-
latwre reguested the Governor to con-
vene a special session Lo address the
unanswered guestions and Lry to pro-
vide a remedy. be refused,

When votes are accepted under un-
constitutional means withoutl fair and
ayual protection for all. the only rasull
can be an illegitimate outcome—ille-
sitimale.

The voters diil not creale this mess,
but Lhe will of the people is absolutlely
being subverted by the deliberate and
willful actions of individuals defying
their oath, the law. and the Constitu-
tion.

In Pennsyivania. we use the State-
wide Uniform Registry of Eleclors. oy
SURIE. system as the hasis of deters
mining who van vote. Unfortunately, a
recent attempted audit by the Demo-
cral State auditor general concluded
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that he was unable to establish with
any degree of reasonable assurance
Lhal. the SURE system is secure and
Lthal Pennsylvania voler registration
records are complete and accurale.

That is whal we are relying on. Thal
right there, This is Lhe very sams sys-
tem used 1o certify the eleclion in the
vontest for President of the United
States, This is the very same system
that the State used to certify Lthe 2020
election. even though its figures do not
match more than half of Pennsylva-
nia‘s 67 counties.

To this day. right now. while we
stand here, how can this eleclion he
certified using a system that aftey 2
months still displays thalt over 205,000
more voles were cast in Pennsylvania
than people who voled in Lhe November
election? Let me say that again: 205.000
more votes than voters,

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, 1 rise
in opposition to the ohjection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Colorado is recognized for 3 minutes.

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker. Lo my
colleague from Penngylvania, 1 will say
this: I carry the same Constitution
that you do. And the Constitubion, sir.
does not allow you, me, or any Member
of this body to substitule our judgment
for that of Lhe American people, It does
not allow us Lo disregard the will of the
American people. Because under this
Constitution. under our Coustitution.
Congress doesn’t choose the President.
The American people do. And they
have chosen in resounding numbvers. as
every single Member of this body well
undersiands.

Madam Speaker. I have heen al a loss
to explain what happened today. hut
there is a statement that I found that
largely summarized my thoughls on
the matter,

“The scenes of mayhem unfolding at
the seal of our Nation's government™
are a ‘sickening and heartbreaking
sight. Thig is how election resulls are
disputed {n a banana republic. not our
democratic Republi¢. I am appalled by
the reckless hehavior of some political
leaders since the election and by the
lack of respect shown today for our in-
stitutions. our traditions. and our law
enforcement. The violent assaull on
the Capitol. and the disruption of a
constitutionally mandated meeting of
Congress, was underlaken by people
whose passions have been inflamed by
falsehoods and false hopes. Insurrec-
tion could do grave damage Lo our Na-
tion and our reputation,

=In the United States of Ameticea, it
is the fundamental responsibilily of
every patriotic citizen to supporl the
rule of law. To those who are Qdis-
appointed in the results of the election:
Our country is more jimportant than
the politics of Lhe moment.”
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Those are nol my words. Those are
the words of former Republican Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

To my colleagues, It is after mid-
night tonight. It has been a long dayv
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for our country. a long day for our Re-
public.

Let ug dispense with this. Let's do
the right thing. Let's honov our oath,
Let's certify the resulls, and let's get
back to the work of the American peo-
ple.

Madam Speaker, | yield to the gen-
Llewoman from California (Ms. LoOF-
GREN),

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker. our
duty today is slgnificant but straight-
forward. We must count the voles of
the electors as cast in the electoral
college and announce the results,

As discussed. our roles and respon-
sibilities are established by the Con-
stitution and Federal law. and they are
clear. The facts hefore us are also
clear. Pennsylvania submitted one
slate of electors. as chosen by the vol-
ers of the State, The slate was certified
according to State law. Now those law-
ful resulls must e counted and an-
nounced,

Despite disinformation and any num-
ber of false claims that you may have
heard. including here today, as former
Atborney General Barr said: “We have
not seen fraud on a scale that could
have effected a differenl oultcome in
the election.”

This is not simply a conclusory
stalement, The resulls of the election
have heen litigated. The record is
clear: The lawsuits challenging the
election results failed. They failed le-
cause there is simply no evidence to
support these haseless claims.

Now. it is one thing Lo Lweel a belief,
quite another Lo provide actual evi-
dence. These cases failed because there
is no evidence. Judges ruled in the law-
suits that the 2020 election was sound.

It should come as no surprise that
Republican officeholders have recog-
nized the election resunlts as legitimate
and accurately determined in an elec-
tion that was conducled safely. se-~
curely. and with integrity.

We all {ake an oath to support and
defend the Constitution. As we near
the end of the Lask hefore us. let's re-
member the beginning of the Constitu-
tion. Before Article II and the 12th
Amendment, which spell out the elec-
toral college. and hefore Article T.
which creates Congress, the Conslitu-
tion beging with the preamble, The pre-
amble is short and hold: **We the peo-
le,”
pThe people spoke in historic num-
bers. Their voles have been counted.
Their choice is clear. 1L is time. as the
law requires. to anhounce the state of
the people’s vole.

The violence and disorder inflicted
on our democracy by sedilious rioters
today is an indicalion of why adher-
ence Lo our Constitution is so vital.

1 urge all of us to stand up for law.
for democracy. for our Constitutjon.
and to xtand up for America and reject
this objection.

M. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, I rise
to support Lthe objeclion,

The SPEAKER. The zentleman {rom
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes,
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Mr. MEUSER, Madam Speaker, a day
that was intended to debate the iwpor-
tance of election integrily and the rule
of law tragically became a day that
will be a black mark in our Nation's
history. Nevertheless, the work of Lhis
House must go on. as America will go
on.

We must all sincerely thank the Cap-
ito) Police and Melro Police for thelr
selfless actions Loday. putting their
gafety and lives on Lhe line Lo protect
this House. The lawlessness and vio-
lence of today must he vondemned. just
as all violent protests must be con-
demned,

Nevertheless, the fact remains, a
large number of Pennsylvanians are
enocrmously frustrated with actions
taken hy elected and appointed offi-
cials in Pennsylvania. which have led
to a high level of distrust for this past
election,

We have the United States Constitu-
vion. which I3 Lthe reason we have heen
and will continue to he a great counlry
and a country of laws,

‘Phe U.8. Constitulion is unambig-
uous, Madam Speaker. in declaring
Lhat State legislatures are the entity
with the authority Lo set election pro-
cedures and Lo enact any changes Lo
election law. Article 1. Section 4.
Clause ] states: “"The (imes. places, and
manner of holding elections . . . shall
be prescribed in each State by Lhe leg-
islature thereof.”

The authority of election procedures
Jies with the State legislature. period.

In Pennsylvania. this authority was
indisputably usurped by the Pennsyl-
vania Governor's office. by the Penn-
sylvania secretary of state, and by the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

These unlawful actlons Include. but
are not limited to. aceepling ballols
past. 8 p.m, on election day: incon-
ststent application of verified signa-
ture requirements for in-person Lallols
versus mail-in ballots: authorizing Lhe
curing of mail-in hallots wilh less than
24 hours’ notice. leading to incon-
sistenl preparedness hetween counties;
and authorizing the use of unsecuved
drop boxes. which is not permitted in
statute,

If such unlawful aclions are to be ac-
cepted, whal do we have to lock for-
ward to next year? The Pemnsylvania
secratary of state allowing online vot-
ing because it may be raining in Phila-
delphia? 1L was a {ree-for-ail,

Madam Speaker, it was back in 2005
when then-Minority Leader PRLOS),
while leading 31 Democrats as they ob-
jected to the Presidential elector cer-
tification. as Lhey «id in Lhe last three
Presidential elections when a Repub-
lican won, stated quite well. actually:

The Members of Congress have
brought this challenge and are speak-
ing up Tor their agerieved constituents.
many of whom have been disenfran-
chised in this provess. This is Lheir
only opportunity Lo have this debate
while the country is listening. and il is
appropriate 1o do so.

Thank you for those words, Madam
Speaker. They were appropriate then.
as they are now,
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If there is an American ideal that all
citizens, regardless of party affiliation.
can agree upon, it is that we must have
eleclion integrity. We should not cer-
tify these electors. which were derived
by unlawful actions and a result of in-
accurate vote tallies.

Madam Speaker, I yield the remain-
der of my time to the genlleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE).

Mr, JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker. 1 rise in support of the ohjec-
tion,

Tonight, my heart is heavy as we
consider the dark acts that transpired
in this Chamber today. But. Madam
Speaker. the American people van be
assured thatl violent and irrational at-
tacks on this body cannob derail the
constitutional responsibility that lies
in front of us.

This has always been about uphold-
ing the law. 1L has always been about
protecting government of, by. and for
the people. Preserving the rule of law
is more important than ever.

We must ackneowledge that unconsti-
tutional acts unduly impacted Lhe
Presidential eleclion in Pennsylvania.
Contrary to law. the supreme court ex-
Lended the deadline for mail-in ballots
for 3 days beyvond the election day.
Contrary to law. the secretary of the
Commonwealth discarded mail-in bhal-
lot signature verification safeguards.
These leaders took advantage of a
deadly pandemic and seized the State
legislature's rightful authority.

1 took an oath Lo uphold the law and
defend the Constitution. I pledwed to
protect free and fair elections. I c¢an-
not, in good faith, certify electors thal
were selecled under ap unlawful proc-
ess.

I will ohject Lo Lhe electoral college
certification to protect the will of
Pennsylvania voters. to uphold the
law. to restore trust in our electoral
system. and. ullimately, to save our
Constitution,

At Getlysburg. which is inn my dis-
trict.  President  Abraham  Lincoln
spoke about the great task of ensuring
wovernment by. of, and for the people
shall not perish from the Earth.

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Mr. MICHAEL F, DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker, nearly 7 mil-
lion Pennsyivanians showed up to vole
in Lhe 2020 elections. They casl their
votes for Democrats and Republicans
up and down the ballotl. including the
entive U.S, House delegation, the en-
tire State house. half of Lhe State sen-
ate. and other State and local races.

Since the election. there have been
allegations of widespread election
fratd in Pennsylvania: but, remark-
ably. Lhe 20 suils filed by the Trump
campaign, Pennsylvania Republicans,
and others challenging the results in
Pennsyvivania have never claimed that
there was voler fiauil,
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Perhaps that is hecause aliorneys
could lose their licenses when they
make unsubstantiated claims in court.
That is where the rubber really meels
the road.

S0 if these lawsuils didn’l claim elec-
tion fraud. what Qid they claim?

Most of the legal challenges to the
Presidential election in Pennsylvania
question relatively small numbers of
ballols thal were allegedly tainted by
technical violations. Even assuming
thal all of these bhallots had been vast
for Joe Biden. throwing them out
wouldn't have changed the result of the
election.

Now. one excepltion is the lawsuit
filed hy one of our colleagues from
Pennsylvania. Kelly v. Commonwealth.
which would have Lhrown out all the
mail-in votes cast in the 2020 general
election on the grounds that Act 77, Lhe
State law allowing those votes, was un-
constitutional. ‘That suit would have
disenfranchised 2¥2 million Pennsylva-
nians. Let's let thav sink in, 2'4 million
Pennsylvanians would have had their
votes nullified.

Now, 1 wanl to provide my colleagues
with some background aboul the State
Jaw at Lhe heart of this challenge. In
2019. the Republican-controlled Stale
legislature approved Act 77, a hipar-
tisan bill Lo reform the State’s election
laws. which instituted no-excise mail
halloting. Act 77 was supported almosl
unanimously by Republicans in the
State House and State Senale. In facl.
it was unanimous in the Slale Senate
and all but two Republicans in the
State House.

Moieover. once Lhis Act was passed,
Act 77 had a 120-day period where chal.
lenges could be filed againsy the Act if
people thought it was unconstitu-
tional. Well. 4 months went by. nobody
files a challenge. On June 3, Pennsyl-
vania had vhetr primary under this new
system, Nobody challenged the pri-
mary election. It was only challenged
in November, when Republicans dida’t
getl. the result they wanted at. the lop of
the ticket. Not surprisingly. this case
was (ismissed by the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court and ah appeal to the U.S.
Supreme Court was denied.

Another exception is Texas v. Penn-
sylvania. They asked the courl to re-
ject the results of the Pennsylvania
Prestdential contest in Pennsylvania
and several other States.
disenfranchising tens of millions of the
voters. Seven Republican members of
the Pennsylvania U.S. House delega-
tion signed the U.S, House Republican
brief in support of Texas v. Pennsyl-
vania.

While I feel compelled to point. out to
my colleagues that the same voters
who sent them to the 117th Congress
cast thelr voles for the Prasident by
marking the very same ballots, which
were read by the very same Iallot scan-
ners and monitored by the very same
clection workers, Yet our colleagues
who signed the hrief only want to in-
validale the Presidential votes, This ix

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

filowical and Inconsistent, colleagues.
and I am pleased to note that thie Su-
preme Court rejected it as well,

The fact is. the eleclion has recveived
unprecedented serutiny in the courts. J
helisve it is irrespongible and undemo-
cratie {o argue today that the U.S.
Congress oughl Lo relitigate the 2020
Presidential election and second-guess
the will of the voters in multiple
States, the decisions of numerous
Stale and Federal courts, including the
Supreme Court. and the counts and re-
counts conducled by State election of-
ficials.

Thare were 20 lawsuits filed in Penn-
sylvania challenging aspecir of the
Presidential election. In 19 of them you
gol laughed out of court. The one case
yvou won affected roughly 100 votes, Joe
Biden and KaMala HARRIS won by over
80.000.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker. 1 rise to support the
objeclion,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Spenker, 1 rize Lhis evening
wilh a heavy heart. The violence that
occurred today at the U.S, Capito] was
senseless, destructive, and counter Lo
our American values,

This past Sunday. each Member of
this body took an calh Lo uphold the
United States Constitution, And while
the path of leasl resistance, particu-
larly following today's eventis, would
be to remain silent, my oath (o uphold
the Constitulion does not permit me to
maintain silence.

While systemic voler fraud was not
something proven. we withessed a sys-
temic fallure In the application of
Pennsylvania's voting law when it
vomes to the 2020 general election.

In lale 2019. the Commonweallh re-
visited and modernized ils election law
with the bipartisan Act 77, Granted, in
Jate 2019. the Commonwealth’s legisla-
ture did nol have the foresight to an-
ticipate how COVID-18 would present
challengzes Lo votling. Despite that, iU is
not up Lo the Governor. Lhe secrelary
of the Commonwealth. nor the Slate
supreme courlt to unilaterally creale
law.

The eleclion abuses to Pennsyvlvania
Act 77 taken by Lhe Pennsylvania exec-
utive branch and upheld by the Penn-
sylvania judicial branch were clearly
unconstitutional and had an ohvious. if
not major. impact on the 2020 election.
particularty when it comes Lo the citi-
zens® faith In Ute elecloral process,

hregularities in Pennsylvania  in-
cluded: Uneven application of the law:
ballot curing: iznoring signmature vali-
dation requirements: using unsecured
drop bhoxes: accepting ballols heyond
the dealines: and interfering with cer-
tified poll watcher acvess. amonyg oth-
ers.

These actions were taken by Lhe
Commonwealth’s Governor and reu-
retary of stale where the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court circumvented lthe au-
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thority of the Siate lexislature. Fur-
Lthermore, the chief law officer of the
Commonweallh =al idly while Lhix
process unfolderd.

Now. T joined manpy of my colleagues
in Pennsylvania requesting the legisla-
tors in Harrishurg conduct an inves-
tigation and audit to ensure such neg-
lizgence will be prevenied in future elec-
tions.

1 bave serious concerns aboul how
these Irregularvities in (he application
of the Commonwealth’s election laws
will play in future elections. Only wilh
equal application of law will the voters
of the Commonweallh of Pennsylvania
have certainby in thelr election proc-
egses.

Now, I remain conunitted to ensuring
the voters receive an electoral system
they deserve and where equal applica-
tion of law is guaranteed. If our elec-
tion integrily is compromised, we have
failed the very voters who have sent us
here to defend Lhe Constitulion.

Madam Speaker. I vield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS).

Mr. HARRIS., Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding.

The oath I took is very simple.
Madam Speaker. yvou administered it,
It is 1o support and defend Lhe Con-
stitution.

Now, as yvou walk back Lo Lhe office
buildings, vou will walk by that wall
that has when the various States ac-
ceplted Lhat Constitution. Remember,
when a State accepls the Constitution.
it agrees Lo accepl every parl of the
Constitution, It doesn’t gel Lo pick and
choose.

Pennsylvania was there when it was
written., They were so enthusiastic
aboutl the Constitution. they approved
it in 1787,

My State. Maryviand. is a litlle fur-
ther down the wall, 1788. They were
there when it was written.

The clause Lhat gave Lhe legislalure
the power over Lhe eleclions was Lhere
when Lhey accepted ib. It has been
there since. How dare lhe judicial
branch or the executive branch of thatl
State uswrp the legislative authority,
That is a clear violation of the Con-
stitution.

Now. we lieard there is no evidence,

Evidence?

The Pennsylvania Supreme Courl
unilaterally extemded the deadline (o
recejve absentee and mall-in ballots.

Does anybody contest Lhat over hero?
Does it say the legislalure did that?

No. it doesn't. It says the court did
it.
That is a violation. That is what Lhe
Texas lawsull was all about. We dig-
advantage other States when States
like Peunsylvania., Lhe execulive
branch and judicial branch. cheat on
the Constitution: and that I what they
did here,

But there is more evidence. Bul wait,
there is more. The Demourat scoretary
of the Commonwealth eroded integrity
by dismissing signature authentication
on a hallot.

Does anyvone here helieve the Penn-
sylvania legislature would have agreed
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1o create a separate system for mail-in
ballots and in-person ballots? That if
vou mail it {n, you don’t need a signa-
Lure? But if you vole in person. you do
and it has to e authenticated?

Of course not. The legislature clearly
wouldn't have agreed to that. But that
didn‘t stop the usurpation of constitu-
tional authority.

Madam Chair. [ vigorously support
this objection. and I include in the
RRCORD the objection 10 counting the
electoral votes for the State of Arizona
additional signers.

ORIECTION TO COBNTING THE ELECIORAL
VOTES FOI THE STATE OF ARIZONA
ADDITIORAL RIGNERS

Jeff Duncan 8C-3

Matt Gavtz FL ]

Z 0050

M. BRENDAN ¥, BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker, | rise in opposi-
tion,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvanin is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker. tonight. we
will not be picking the President. for
the people did that on November 3.
Rather, tonight. in Lhis House. we wi]l
decide whether American democracy
survives. Let us be under no illusion.
These are the stakes, If this objection
succeeds and the will of 7 million Penn-
sylvania voters is cast aside, it will be
the end of our representative democ-
racy.

Now. there is no reasonable debate
ahout what happenexl in this election in
Pennsylvania. Seven million Penn-
gylvanians voted. Joe Biden won by
over 81.000 votes. This was certified in
67 counties Ly bipartisan local-elected
officials, including Republicans. And
every single court, whether the judge is
a Democrat or a Republican. has re-
affirmed this outcome.

The objeclors. however, ¢laim we do
not know the will of the people because
the election in Pennsylvania was some-
how conducted corruptly. Much of
their objection centers around Lhe
State law passed in 2019 known as Actl
77 that gives volers the option of ex-
panded mail-in voting. Objectors are
alleging thal this law was somehow a
brilliant plot hy Democrats to dis-
advantage Republicans and rig elec-
tions. This is laughable.

Here atre the facts. Act 77 was a Re-
publican-led effort in a Republican-
controlied legislature, Literally, every
single Republican in Lhe Pennsylvania
Senate voled for it. And in the state-
house, the vote amony Republicans was
105-2,

Here is what Lhe Republican speaker
of the Pennsylvania House had Lo say
ahout Act 77; This bill does not Lenefit
one party or the other or any one can-
idate or single eleclion, It serves to
preserve Lhe integrity of every eleciion
and lift Lhe voice of every voter in the
Commonwealtih.

So Lhere is no question as to the
facts surrounding this election. Thay
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are as clear as they are overwhelming,
The only question that remains is this:
Will this House reaffirm our fidelily to
our democvracy, or will we end iL?

I must concede. Madam Speaker, 1
have been naive aboul one subject. I al-
ways  just  assumed our democracy
would naturally endure. almost as if it
was predestined. 1 never even quey-
tioned it until the last several years.

Two centuries ago. one of our' Found-
ing Fathers cautioned against this no-
Ltion. John Adams wrote, “Remember,
demovracy never lasts long., It soon
wastes. exhausts. and murders ilself,
There was nhever a democracy vet that
id not commit suicide.”

1 now realize the wisdom of his
words. Never again will I take for
granted our demovracy. It must be
jealously defended by every generation.
Always.

But, Madam Speaker. despite the
alarm. 1 feel that our democracy has
heen bDrought Lo this breaking point. as
we have seen today. Nonetheless, I still
maintain hope,

Growing up in Philadelphia. raised in
an  immigrant family. T was often
brought down to visit the historie
sights, Every summer, without fail. we
would spend a day seeiny Independence
Hall, Congress Hall. the Liberty Bell.

It was at Independence Hall where
our Nation was declared free and our
Constitution born. AL the Constitu-
tional Convention. the oldest and most
widely accomplished delegatle was Ben-
jamin Franklin. one of our greatest
Founding Fathers and my ¢ity’'s great-
est eitizen,

On the final day. as the last delegates
were signing the Constitution. Frank-
1in pointed to the painted Sun on the
hack of the Convention chair, Observ-
fng Lthe painters had found it difficull
to distinguish a rising Sun from a sel-
ting Sun. Franklin went on to say:

1 have oflen, during the course of this ses-
ston. looked al that Sun without being able
to tell whether kL was rising or seliing. But
now, at length, I have the happiness 10 know
it is a rising San.

Madam Speaker, on a day like Loday.
when a mobh has stormed the Capitol.
and some Members are threatening the
core of our democracy. il can be hard
to tell whether for American democ-
racy the Sun is rising or selling. But I
maintain my faith thal tonight, by an
overwhelming bipartisan majority in
Congress. we will uphold the will of
“We the People.” and our democracy
will live,

Mis. GREENE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker. [ rise Lo support Lhe objec-
tion,

‘The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Georgia is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. 1 would
like to point ont that all Lhe cases that
have heen Lthrown out have ULeen
thrown out on standing. not the evi-
dence of voter fraud. I would also like
Lo point out the same people who. for 4
vears. have failed to find a shred of evi-
dence to convict President Trump of

January 6, 2021

Russian collusion are Lhe same people
trying Lo discredit hardworking Amer-
ican poll watchers who are risking per-
jury by signing affidavits confirming
massive voter fraud in multiple States,

The same fake news who took the
word of Chrisline Blasey Ford against
Justice Kavanaugh., who her own
firiends denfed happened. also dismissed
the sworn under penalty of perjury ac-
counts from people who wilnessed Lhe
election fraund.

The same fact-checkers who Lold you
that Dominion machines weren’l con-
nected to the internet and couldn't be
hacked are Lhe same people telling you
that there has heen no voter frand and
no violations of election law. But it has
been proven that these machines are
connected and that they can he hacked.

‘e have heard repeatedly argued
that objecting to these ballots is un-
constitutional and violates the righty
of Slale legislatures. They would rath-
er us affirm fraud and pass the buck
back to States rather than following
the process Madison, Hamilton, Jeffer-
son, and the Framers of the Conslitu-
tion designed.

When States fail to do their job. we
are Lhe last line of defense. Congress s
here for Lhis exacl situation. We are
here to be Lhe fall-safe when States
refuse to protect Lhe people’s voles.

By objeciing today. we are telling
the thousands of witnesses who signed
affidavils that we have their back. and
we will not allow local officials who
violale their own election laws to sleal
this election from those who lawfully
voled.

1 yield to the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. NORMAN),

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker. 1 rise
Loday Lo support the foundalion of our
democracy, the Conslitution of the
United States of America. This docu-
ment is the fabric and the solid founda-
tion of a nalion we call America, which
has been a beacon of hope and a shining
city on the hill for over 230 years.

The words of our Constitution., as
spelled out in Artjcle 1l Section 1, are
very clear when it comes Lo our elec-
tions: mandating. nol suggesting, notl
implying. but mandating that Stale
legislatures, not secretaries of Slale.
nol Stalte commissions. not county of-
ficials, not Governors, hut Stale legis-
lators prescribve the time, place. and
manner of holding elections.

This mandate was not followed in the
wreat. State of Pennsylvania. If we
allow this fraud Lo go on—in a foothall
analogy. the moving of the goalpost
after the ball has been kicked and in
the air—the preview of comning atltrac-
tions will be future elections thal do
not adhere to honest and open voting
by ~We the People” and the loss of our
great Republic,

As a lady told me nol long ago. don’t
spit in my face and tell me it is rain-
ing. This is exactly what has happened
1o the American people in lhis elec-
lion. In the words of Winston Church-
i1}, when Great Britain was under siege
hy Germany. lhe said: There will e a
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time when doing your hest is not good
enough. We musl do what is required.

And we must do what is required to
save this great Republic,

Ms., WILD. Madam Spenker, T rlse in
opposition,

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recogmized for 5
minutes.

Ms. WILD., Madam Speaker. as Lelvi-
fying as today was here in the people’s
House. it was., thankfully. fairly short
in duration. In contrast. the pain and
fear that so many Americans are expe-
riencing this year has heen long and
continuous to this very moment.

Rather than piltting  Americans
azainst Amerfcans, as we are here, we
should be working to ensure rapid dis-
tribution of vaccines and adequale re-
Hef to Americans who are strugyling
economically because of this horrific
pandemic. Bul we are not doing that.
Tustead, we have witnessed a stunning
assault on our democracy itself,

This chiallenge is nol an act of pabyi-
otism. The posilion of the ohjectors is
completely incompatible with patriot-
ism.

Our country is defined by her great
people. and our democracy is defined
abhove all else by our Constitulion. a
Constitution that these individuals
want Lo ignore bhecause Lhey have de-
cided that Lhefr judgment, the judy-
menl of a small minority of partisan
elites. should somehow override that of
the more than 155 million Americans
who participaled in this election, That,
my friends, is not democracy.
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We should all remember this coun-
try’'s founding was a rejection of mon-
archy. a rejection of the notion that
any one person could he all-powerful,
Our commitment: to self-determination
is what zave rise Lo our Declaration of
Independence and our Conslitution. It
is why our Founders made the choice
1o huild a country anchored in respect
for the rule of law rather than one tied
to the whims of men. It is why we have
free and fair elections that allow us to
vole oul those who hold office.

1 am proud Lo join the vast majority
of my colleagues in hoth Chambers. Re-
publicans aml Democrats alike. tn
making it ¢lear thal our democracy is
bigger than any of us.

Let's be clear: Joe Biden and KaMALA
HARRIS won a victory of 306 electoral
votes in the electoral college. the same
margin thal President Trump won by
in 2016 when he called it a landslide.

Nearly 7 million of my fellow Penn-
sylvanians braved this devastating
pandemic and economic crisis Lo cast
their ballots. culminating in a total
turnout of more Lhan 70 percent. the
highest in the history of the Common-
weallth of Pennsylvania. And nation-
wide, we saw record-hreaking turnout.

Both in Pennsylvania and nationally.
the President’s efforts to overturn the
eloction resulls in the courts failed re-
soundingly. with many of the strongest
rebukes coming from judges the Presi-
dent himsell appointed.
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In facl. contrary Lo the assertion of
my colleagiie from Georgin across the
aisle. not a single lawsuit in Pennsyl-
vania alleged fraud. The genllewoman
may nol be aware of this. bhut allega-
tions of fraud require specificity and
detail. and no lawyer could risk his or
her license to make such false claims,

I am heartened that several of the
country's leading Republicans. includ-
iny Senate Republican Majority Leader
MCCONNELL., Senator MITT ROMNEY.
and former Republican Speaker of the
House Paul Ryan., have spoken out
against Lhis political stunt,

Senator ROMNEY said: ~The egregious
ploy to reject electors may enhance the
political ambition of some. bul dan-
gerously threatens our democratic Re-
publie.”

And as former Republican Represent-
alive Charlie Dent from my distrietl
said, the claim by Lhe President of
voter frand in our Slate “was simply
reprehensible: the wrulh 1s that he sup-
pressed his own vote by discouraging
mail-in voring.”

And as Pennsylvania State Senator
Gene Yaw. also a Republican, bhas said:
“My question {8, if the malil-in voling
of Act 77 was so bad. why did The
Trum)p Organization send out a mail-in
ballot applicatfon to every reygistered
Rapublican in the State?”

Today, 1 am Whinking of all of Lhe
people who took Lhe time to do thefr
vivie dQuby amd vole, many standing in
long Hnes or painstakingly researching
how Lo vote by mail correclly.

We rejecl these disgraceful attacvks
on Lhe volers of Pennsylvania and Lhis
attempt Lo throw out Lheir votes.

To those in this Chamber who may
cynically believe thal stoking the
forces of disinformation and diviston
may be worth a shorl-term beuefit Lo
their polilical careers. T woukl urge se-
rious self-reflection.

Our democracy is one of the most
precious resources of the American
people. protected againsl enormous
odds and al great sacrifice by each gen-
eration of servicemembers and every-
day citizens who put their lives on the
line Lo build 5 freer and more equitable
nation. They deserve better Lthan what
is happening in this Chamber today.

Mr., SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, I
rise Loday in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5§ min-
utes.

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker. [
would like to start by making two
basic points;

Number one. individual States who
administer elections mustl ensure that
they are conducted fairly, uniformly.
and in accordance with the law: and

Number two. every Ameriean wants
Lo be. and deserves to be. confident
that our elections are secure and thal
all eligible legal voles are counted ac-
curitely and in a Lransparent manner.

And 1 will say this. In my district in
Lancaster and York Counties. T think
that occurred. I am very proud of my
county election officials. who upheld
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the Pennsylvania Constitution and fol-
lowed Lhe leller of the law: bhul, unfot-
tunately. that sentiment iz not shared
across the Commonwealth,

Today., my objection is not about
voter fraud: it is grounded on unconsti-
tutional measures taken by hureau-
crats and partisan justices in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania that have
unlawfully changed how Lhis eleclion
wag  carried oul. This potentially
changed the outcome and certainly
caused millions of our States’ volers to
question Lhe election results, Other
speakers have outlined this issue.

In brief. the Pennsylvania State Leg-
islature. in 2019. passed a bipartisan
election law reform hill. and then Llhe
partisan Pennsylvania Supreme Courl
took it upon themselves to rewrile
that law just 7 weeks before Lhe elec-
tion. They unlawfully legislated from
the bench and made substantive
changes to the law., including allowing
for unsecwred drop boxes and ordering
that ballots received afler the election
he counted, amonyg olher Lhings.

The Pannsylvania Secrelary of State
took it even further. Her unilateral.
unconstitutional changes resulted in
counties treating ballots differently so
that some voters had the opportunity
to change mail-in ballots Lo correct de-
ficiencies. while in olher counties.
their ballols simply wevre not vounted,

As Members of Congress, we serve as
a voice for our constituents. This is the
one time I have a voice in this process.
and I cannot simply look away when
lens of thousands of my constituents
have real and legitimate concerns
about how this election was conducted
in Pennsylvania,

In fact. I think an inadequate re-
sponse Lo those concerns hy Pennsyl-
vania officials is one of the major prob-
lems. Simple measures like audils
should be routine and random and sup-
ported by both parties, and I believe
they are critical for restoring faith in
Pennsylvania’s elections moving for-
ward.

The bottom line for my constiluents
is that Pennsyvlvania's officials, at ail
Jevels. failed to conduct a uniform and
legal election. and for that reason,
they inapproprialely and unlawfully
certified the State's electors.

Madam Speaker, I yield the balance
of my Lime Lo the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Myr, KELLER). my col-
league.

Mr., KELLER. Madam Speaker. 1
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SMUCKER) for yvielding.

Madam Speaker, lhe violence Lhat
occurred in the Capilol today was
shameful. unacceptable, and un-Amer-
ican. We are & nation of laws, nol law-
lessness. and we will never yive in to
the mob.

Thank vou to the men and women of
our Capitol Police amd other law en-
forcement agencles who herojeally de-
{fended Lhis building.

The criminal hehavior we witnessed
today does not erase the facts bhefore
us,
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1 am ohjecting to the certification of
Pennsylvania's electoral votes because
Governor ‘T'om Wolf. Secrelary of Slate
Kathy Boockvar, and the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court violated the State leg-
islature's clear constitutional author-
fty to set election proceedings.

Under Lhe Pennsylvania Constitu-
tion. only the General Assembly has
the power to set election law.

Addilionally, Article 1I of the U.S,
Constitution explicitly grants State
legislatures. not the Governor acting
alone and not Lhe courts, Lhe explivit
power to determine the manner of ap-
pointing Presidential electors.

Pennsyivania’s court unlawfully ex-
tended the deadline Lo receive absentes
and mail-in ballots. Governor Wolf's
administralion dismissed signature au-
thenticalion procedures for absentee
and mail-in ballots. allowed for Lhe un-
even administration of the election
across  counties. and unilaterally
changed Pennsylvania’s election code
without Lthe State legislature’s con-
sent.

The Constitubtion is clear and the
facts ave indisputable.

This past weekend. each Member of
this body stood in this Chamber and
swore an oath to protect and defend
our Constitution. I {ntend to fulfill my
constitutional oath which the people of
Pennsylvania have entrusted in me. My
objection is zrounded in the Constitu-
tion and rule of law.

If we allow Lhe Governor to violate
the constitutional rights of the Gen-
eral Assembly. what is slopping him
from violating the constitutional
rights of the 12.8 million Pennsylva-
nians our State legislators were elected
to represent?

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker. | rise
in opposition to Lhe objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
ules.

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker. I rep-
resent the Third District of Pennsyl-
vania. which includes part of Philadel-
phia, the birithplace of America. It was
in Philadelphia that the Constitution
of the United States was written and
signed, the very Constitution that we
are all sworn Lo uphold as Membets of
the House of Representatives.

We are elected Lo serve our constitu-
ents, and §t ig our job lo represent
them and their interests in Congress.

Yesterday. [ spoke to the son of Lhe
late Dick Thornburgh. who is a two-
time Republican Governor of Pennsyl-
vania and was Atlorney General under
Presidenl Ronall Reagan and Presi-
dent. Bush. His son slressed to me that
his father would have wanted the rule
of law to prevail regardless of the polit-
ical oulcome. because he cared more
aboul the safeguarding of democracy
than partisanship.

In adaition. Al Schmidt, who was a
Republican commissioner of elections.
sald. when Philadelphia certified its ve-
sults on November 23 ~T'm proud that
the birthplace of our Republic held the
most transparent and secure election
In the history of Philadelphia.”
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Instead of using this time to dispute
the results of our falr and lawful elec-
tion. we should be spending thig time
making sure vaccines are quickly given
Lo essential workers and our most vul-
verable communities. that people are
welting housing,

We should look at rental assistanue.
We should ensure that that is avail-
able.

Small bhusinesses. the engines of our
economy. should be wgeilting needed
srants and loans.

That should he our focus.

Hospitals desperately need support
and help. We should be paying atten-
tion to the needs of hospilals.

We are in the middle of a pandemic
where hundreds of thousands of people
are dying, and we are in a recession
thal. is putiing millions of Americans
at risk of hunger, homelessness, or
both. It is time we start legislating for
the people.

One last person I want to mention is
onr junior Senator. Senalor TOOMEY.
There are very few things Lhat he and
T agres on. bul he has stated very
clearly that Joe Biden has won this
eleclion. He has stood up on the Senate
floor and he has stated that.

S50 it needs Lo he very clear that the
late  Governor Thornburgh:  Albert
Schmidt. the commissioner: and our
current junior Senator all have one
thing in common: democracy flrst, par-
Lisanship second. Let's keep thal in
mind.

My, HERRELL. Madam Speaker. 1
rise in supponrt of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes
the wentlewoman from New Mexico for
5 minutes,

Ms. HERRBLL. Madam Speakeyr, Lhis
is not. how I imagined my first speech
in the House of Representalives or my
first week Lo be in Washington,

The violence that oceurred in this
building yesterday is reprehensible and
inexcusable. I am appalied by anyone
who assaults our Nation's law enforce-
ment officers,

[ swore an cath on Sunday Lo support
and defend the Constitution of the
United Stales. We are here Loday de-
layed, but not deterred, to debate &
constitutional question and follow a
constitutional process.

The Constitution gives State legisla-
tors. not Stale executives or judges.
the sole authority to determine how
their Stale selects Presidential elec-
LOrs.

Nobhody disputes that in Pennsyl-
vania. ag well as in other States. rules
and regulations were changed by execu-
Live fial or judicial edict.

These changes were signiffcant and
frregular. They included changes o
vole-by-mail deadlines, identity verifi-
cation requirements, and other ballot
handling practices.

In  Pennsylvania  specifically.  the
Pemocrat Secretary of the Common-
wealth and the Democrat-controlled
Pennsyvivania Supreme Court usurped
the constitutional authority of the
Siate lerislature,
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Together. they exceeded their au-
thority by extending the deadline for
absentee ballots and by waiving signa-
ture requirements for Lhose ballots.

In their haste to make these changes.
the secretary and Lhe courl created
two different and unequal standarvds for
voters. Pennsylvanians who chose to
vole in person still had Lo have their
strnatures verified at thelr polling
place, bul those who chose to vote by
mail did pot. How is Lhis process fair?

This objection is ahoul Pennsylvania,
bul §L affects every Slate. As a State
Representative of New Mexico, Penn-
sylvania’s unconstitutional actions dis-
enfranchised my constituents and the
constituents of my colleagues, It is my
duty to give my constituents a voice.
Signing these objections raises their
coneerns to the fallest extenl my office
allows,

I. again. condemn in the strongest
terms the violence that took place here
vesterday. We have many issues to
solve. including reforms Lo restore all
Americans® faith in the faiiness of our
elections. I look forward to those seri-
ous civil and peaceful debates.

Madam Speaker. 1 vield the halance
of my time lo Lhe gentleman from
Soulh Carolina ¢(Mr, DUKCAN).

Mr, DUNCAN. Madam Speaker. this
prouess we are poing through today
jsn't about personalilies. This Isn't
aboul Joe Biden or Donald Trump. As
hard as some LUV Lo paint it that way,
let. me say that names and personal-
ities don’L matler. This is. gravely.
about the Constitulion of the United
States.

Almost 20 years ago. afler the at-
tacks on 911, Americans were per-
suaded to give up some of (heir con-
stitutional 1ilerties. Using the jus-
tification of that global crisis. the ter-
rorist attacks on that fateful day.
America saw the erosion of their lib-
erties for the safely and securily many
felt they may receive through the USA
PATRIOT Act and other resulling
processes too many felt would keep us
safe (rom another attack here on our
shore.

This year. using the justification of
the global pandemic. COVID-19. we
once again saw our Nation's Constitu-
tion violated, You see. the Constitu-
tion is clear in Article II. Madam
Speaker. that the power and duty to
set the manner of national elections
rests solely with the State legislatures,

That power doesn’L rest wilh us, That
power didn't rest in the hands of
unelected county election officials, sec-
retaries of state, or a supreme court
but. rather. fn the hands of {he Stale
legislalures. which pass laws sefling
the manner of elections held in their
States.

This year. using the extraordinary
circumstance of the COV1D-18 pan-
demic. we wilnessed these duly passed
faws cireumvented and usurped time
and again, nol hy having (he laws
changed in the respective State legisla-
tive bodies, hut those laws arbitrarily
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and unilaterally changed by county
clerks: secretaries of state: and, in this
case of Pennsylvania, an elected su-
preme court., which is supposed Lo in-
terpret the law. not make law.

When those nonlegislative entities
change the laws withoul getling the
weneral nssemblies to change the law.
in my opinjon. the resulling hallots
cast. either by mail or in person, those
hallots were illegal under Lhe law.

Illegal ballots should not be counted.
Therefore, the resulting electoral votes
should be considered invalid.

What bolhers me is that so many of
you ave okay with that. that so many
Americans. because their person won.
yvou are okay with the mamner in which
that victory was gained.

It is politics. Look. 1 get it, But we
didn't swear an oath to play politics.
We swore an oalh Lo the United Slales
Constitulion. As George Washinglon
said: The Constitution is he guide
which 1 will never ahandon.

Ms., HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise in opposition to the objection,

The SPEAKER., The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 3
minutes,

Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker,
first, I o want to acknowledge the
devastating events of the last 12 hours
and Lo express my deep appreciation
for those who have worked Lo secure
this building and safeguard our democ-
racy. On hehalf of my colleagues. we
are all grateful for your service,

1 ran for this office on a platform of
civility and decency. and many of my
colleagues and constituents know that
I am a third-generation veteran, and I
grew up in a military household.
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Madam Speaker. what you may not
know. though, i8 that I grew up in a di-
vided household, Throughoul my child-
hood. one parent voted Democral and
Lthe other Republican. In my purple
household. I learned thal duty to coun-
try was far more important than party
allegiance. With each election. my fa-
ther would say: “*And when the election
is done. we salule smartly and we carry
on,”

Now I live in and I serve in a commu-
nity that has o Jot in common with the
home that I grew up in, It. too, is a
pwple place that honors civility and
decency. Pennsylvania’s $8ixth District
is, in many ways, a microcosm of the
Commonwealth and of our Nation. Our
voler registration in Chester County is
40-10-20. R, D, and L. Voters across my
district commonly split thelr ticket,
some voling for Presidenl-elect Biden
while also voting down the ballot for
Republicans for our State legislature,

What some of my colleagues arve ar-
guing today is that those very hallots
are illegitimate, My colleagues cannot
honestly helieve thal. In fact. just thls
week they joined me on the House floor
to be sworn in to this hallowed body,
andl they trusied that the votes cast in
their favor were legitimate. And they
are right. If those voles counled. thep
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50 Loo must the voles for President-
elect Biden,

We have also heard today concerns
aboul mail-in ballots. I am not a law-
yer, bul 1 am an engineer and. there-
fore. a student of numbers. Il wasn'tL
just Democrats who voled by mail. 1t
was not a free-for-all. as it was de-
scribed earlier. Madam Speaker. 600,000
Republicans in Pennsylvania across the
State voted by mall. By questioning
the election results. you are telling
those Pennsylvanians that the hours
they spent in line to cast their bhallot
or the Lrip Lthey Look to the post office
in Lhe middle of a pandemic just didn’t
matler.

Alan Novak is a man who served as
the chair of the Republican Party in
Pennsylvania for nearly a decade. 1 will
say that again, ‘The Chair of the Repub-
lican Party of Pennsylvania for a dec-
ade is one of Lhose volers [ am talking
about in Pennsylvania. He lives in my
district, and he split his ticket. He
voted for e as hiis Member of Congress
and also for President Trump. And he
aloquently said:

What make: America great. exceptional,
and enduring is our commitment to our gov.
eimment of laws. our orderly constitutional
provess that settles our election disputes,
and our peaceful transfer of power wilh te.
specl and civility, It {# easy when it is prevly
and the outeome I8 pol controversial. Bul
when it is not pretty and there is con-
troversy, then it f¢ even more important
that we respect. honor. and abide by our re-
verad and tested process for the orderly
transfer of power. Perhaps that may be all
that we can agree on. and It {s the need for
urace, respect, and civility,

So 1 ask my colleagues across the
ajsle; Are you willing lo disenfranchise
people like Mr. Novak and the more
than 400.000 people in Pennsylvania’s
Sixth District?

Perhaps some of the independent and
pragmatic spirit that is so prevalent
among voters in my community comes
from the history of the place that we
call home. Many Americans have vis-
ited Philadelphia and our historic
sites. but very few make il out to my
community., which is thie home of Val-
ley Forge. Here, General George Wash-
ington led the Continental Army to
winter quarters. The wanr had not Deen
going well for our young soldiers, and
that winter was harder still. 1L was bit-
terly cold. and food shortages and
smallpox were abundant. Many people
died.

We rememhber whal happened Lhere
because it was a test of our endurance.
a demonstration of devotion to mission
and Lo our countiy over ourselves.
Coming out of thal awful winter expe-
rience. our Lroops emerged betier
trained. united. and ultimately vic-
torjous. In those harsh. dark times.
they found lheir common ground and
their fortitude.

Just like Lhen. it is in these Lrying
moments when we learn who our lead-
ers uenly are. They are Lhe ones who
don't just represent the peocple or give
orders or ready us for a fight. They are
those who educate and who speak
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truth, They inspire confidence and
uniby rather than sowing division and
strife, There is a slriking parallel he-
Lween our nascenl country and what
they endured in Valley Forge and whal
we are enduring right now: A hard win-
ter of division, illness running ramp-
ant. and an uncertain fulure.

Today. our country's resolve is being
tested. and I know that we will pass
this test together and be made strong-
er. We now have the opportunity and
the responsibility to do Lhal tonight by
upholding the will of the people. by
voting to certify the results of this
electoral college and by moving f{or-
ward with a servant heart and a com-
mon resolve to preserve this great ex-
periment that {s the United States of
America.

Mr. BABIN, Madam Speaker. I rise in
support of the ohjection.

The SPEAKER. The zentleman from
Texas is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. BABIN. IL is with great pride and
a profound sense of responsibility that
1 object to Lhe 2020 election in the
State of Pennsylvania.

I am very proud to stand alongside
fellow patriots who have pushed back
azainst a fraudulent and criminal elec-
tion process—a process thal was the
antithesis to the very rule of law that
governs these United States,

At the same Lime. standing here to-
night {5 surreal because this Is a crit-
feal) juncture that will undouhtedly de-
termine Lhe survivability of this great
Republic.

Our free and fair election process—
and by extension, the people’s trust in
its legitimacy—is what has separated
us as a nation. A process that we have
shared with the world. its moral force.
A process that now,. sadly. has been
bastardized by those more interested in
the maintenance of power than Lhey
are in the free and open voice of the
American people,

If T remember correctly. Democrats
were calling for transparenvy in 2000
and 2004, when George W. Bush was
elected: and again in 2016. when Presi-
dent Trump took office.

Where are you now?

1 ask this. Madam Speaker: What do
yvou have to lose by having a thorough
investigation to determine the validity
of these votes?

Why not encourage an investigation
to relieve the concerns of half of the
people in this country?

If you are so convinced that Biden
was elected legitimately. what do you
have Lo fear?

If there was no fraud. simply show us
the proof. Invesiigate it. Validate it.
This isn't about one candidate versus
another. This is about upholding the
principles thal are indispensable Lo the
existence of Lhe democralic Republic
that we are so fortunate Lo call home,

I have no doubl that there was wide-
spread election firawd this past Novem-
ber. and I ain not alone, 1 stand here
today speaking for 75 million Ameri-
cans whose voice was unconstitution-
ally silenced.
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T'o you. the silenced. I say this: 1 will
continue to fight for you. You have
heen heard. For more than 240 vears.
tyranny has sought Lo extinguish the
light of freedom.

As Ronald Reagan said before: Free-
dom is a fragile thing. and 1t is never
more Lhan one generalion away [rom
extinction,

The Consititution and Lhe Bible on
which it stands is stronger than the
cheap tyrannical tactics of those who
seek to destroy itl.

Madam Speaker. 1 yield to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
Beom.

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker. mob vio-
lence s not representative of our coun-
vy or of this building. The American
people—at least the ones who are still
up watching right now—have seett Lhis
body return Lo a peaceful debalte. And
Lhat is the American way. So let's get
back to that debate and let's talk for a
moment aboul Pennsylvania,

For decades. absentee vobing was re-
served for members of the military amd
citizens who are medically or phys-
ically unable to gel to the polls. But in
2018, Pennsylvania dramalically in-
creased the amount of bhallots thal
would he cast in the Presidential elec-

tion through expanded. no-excuse,
mail-in voting.
On September 17, Pennsylvania's

Domovurat-controlled Supreme Courl
violated the Constitution by extendinyg
the deadline Lo recelve mail-In ballots.
Article I states that legislatures. not
the courts. determine the time. man-
ner. and place of their States elec-
tions. But Pennsylvania's high court
tHrected the State officials to assume
that non-postmarked hallots were re-
ceived on time without any evidence
that they were sent before election
day.

On October 23. while early voting was
already underway. lhe State supreme
court ruled that election officials did
not have Lo authenticate gignatures for
mnail-in ballots,

To sum it up. Pennsylvania officials
illegally did three critical Lhings:

One, they radically expanded vole by
mai) for virtually any reason.

Two, they removed restrictions when
a hallol can be sent in,

‘Chree. they removed signature verifl-
cation on those very Lallois.

Just this week, Lhe Pennsylvania
Senate pleaded with Members of Lhis
hody to delay certification until the
Supreme Court resolves these disputes.
The Commonwealth of Pemnsylvania
violated (heir own conslilution. They
violated the U.8. Constitubion. They
opened the door for thousands of un-
verifiable ballots.

Because they failed to guaranlee the
integrity of Lheir votes, I eannotl con-
senl to accepting Pennsylvanja’s elec-
{oral votes.
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Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, 1 rige in
opposition to the challenge.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recognized for &
minutes,
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Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker. thix is a
sad day for America—a day of shame. a
day of jgnominy. an attack on this
Capitol. an allack on our country.

Madam Speaker. our words matler.
Mobs, thugs, insurrectionists. domestic
terrorisls  attacked our government
with the aim of atlacking our free and
fair elections.

Make no mistake. these tervorists
came armed. armed with false flags:
armed with hate: armed with weapons;
and, tragically. armed with lies force-
fed Lo Lhem by those at the highest
level of government. including some
from the legislative and. yes. the exec-
ulive Wranches. Incited by the one al
the highest level of government. they
attacked people. property, this Capitol,
this cathedral of democracy.

Words matter, In his last words to
our Natlon and to all of us here, our
dear colleagune, John Lawis, wrote last
July: ~Democracy is not a state. Il is
an act.” And each generalion bas an
obligalion Lo preserve its institutions,

Democracy s a series of acts, acts by
vou and by me. by citizens, one build-
ing upon the other and another—nol
acts that we have heard and seen and
suffered today. words and acts to incite
violence. acts that Lear at Lthe very fah-
ric of our democtracy.

Madam Speaker. vet. I have hope.
We. Loo. are armed. We are armed with
the facts. We are armed with the truth.
We are armed with the love of our
country. We are armed with our sworn
oalhs. And we are armed with our pre-
¢ious Constitution.

We have faced tyranny and insurrec-
tion hefore. We are here Ltonight to her-
ald Lo America and to the world; We
will defend our democracy. and we will
endure.

Madam Speaker. when 1 came into
work this morning. as 1 was preparing
to come Lo Lhe Noor. I read Tom Fried-
man's op-ed. which began with the
words from the Gospel of Mark: For
what shall it profit a man if he gain
the whole world but loge his soul?

For whal shall it profit any man.

Madam Speaker. I urge my Repub-
lican colleagues to have the courage to
upliold their oath, courage like thal of
Conglresswoman Margarel Chase
Smith. a lifelong Republican and the
first in her parly to speak out against
McCarthyism, Pulling duly over fear.
she sai: I do not wanl Lo see the Re-
publican Party ride to political victory
on the Four Horsemen of Calumny—
Fear. Ignorance. Bigolry, and Smear.
Surely., we Republicans ave not that
desperate for victory.”

Madam Speaker. for today. we have .

seen the cost of victory by such means.
It shook the very walls of this building.
Our colleagues know Lhere is no truth
to this challenge.

For what shall it profil a man.

Madam Speaker. il has heen my so0l-
emn honor to participate In this =ad
day. I pray for our country.

Mis. CAMMACK. Madam Speaker, !
rise 1o support the objection of the
electoral certification of the Common-
wealth of Pennsyivania,

January 6, 2021

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Florida is recoxnized for 5 min-
nles,

Mis. CAMMACK, Madam Speaker. as
a new Representative here. 1 did nol
envision my first speech on the House
floor Lo he this, here tonight, hut rath-
er. a tribute to our first responders and
frontline workers who have been a
shining light in an othenrwise tough
year for us all.

After (the evenls Lonighl. 1 am espe-
cially grateful for our men and women
who put service above self. confronting
lawlessness and danger while pro-
tecting Lhis very Chamber. its Mem-
bLers. and our constitutional Republic.

As a Member of Lhe people's House.
and Lhe wife of a first responder, thank
vou to our law enforcement here today,
But, especially, afler Lonight's unac-
ceplable breach of the people’s House. 1
am furthermore resolved in the fact
that we. as representatives of Lhe peo-
ple. must take a stand for every Ameri-
can's right to a free and fair election as
guaranteed by the Constitution.

Article 1. Section 4. Clause 1 of the
Constitution explicitly rests the Lime
and manner of our electiony in the
hands of our Stale legislatures. How-
ever. State law in the 2020 election was
modified or circumvented without ap-
proval of the State legislalure. These
actions are in clear violation of the
Constitution. specifically Article IL
Section 1. Clause 2. which grants Stale
legislatures Lhe sole authority to es-
tablish how State Presidential electors
are appointed.

These changes. along with olher elec-
Lion irregularities throughout the 2020
election, require me. as a Member of
this hody. to object Lo the certification
of these electoral votes, just as my col-
leagues across the aisle have objected
to every Republdcan Presidential elec-
tion over the last 20 years.

Tonight. as we undertake the very
serious responsibility of debating these
State electoral certifications. I urge
my colleagues to listen earnestly and
with an open mind, remembering that
just 3 days ago. we swore an oath lo
the United States Constitution. not a
political party.

our constituents are counting on us.
Our country is counting on us. Our
children are counting on us, and we
cannot let them down.

Mndam Speaker, in December, 26 of
my freshman colleagues and I senl you
a letter imploring vou to investivate
these election irregularities. To date.
we have nol received a response. That
brings us to today.

My colleagues across the aisle have
repeatedly invoked our Founding Fa-
ther. Benjamin Franklin, who fa-
mously safd: We have a republic. if we
ean keep it.

I say. let's keep it.

Madam Speaker. it is with that sentl-
ment in mind that 1 ask my colleagues
to defend the power vested in this lex-
{slative bhranch by the U.S, Constitu-
tion and rejecl Lthe certification of the
elecloral voles of the State in ues-
tion. IL is our responsibility lo have
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courasge in the face of adversity and
hring integrity back Lo this process.

AMadam Speaker, 1 yield the balance
of my time Lo the gentleman from the
arenat State of Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON).

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, |
thank the gentlewoman from the great
State of Florida «Mrs., CAMMACK), my
friend.

Madam Speaker. as Americans. we
helleve yovernments receive their just
powers from lhe consenl of the gov-
erned. Thal sacred transaction can
only happen legitimately in a free and
fair election.

Election integrity is the wvery life-
blood of our unrivaled system of self-
government. The law and the Constitu-
tion gave Congress not only the au-
thority but. 1 believe. the responsi-
Lility to serve as the last check on the
integrity of our Presidential elections,
We either believe, according to statute,
that every eleclor was “lawfully cer-
lified” and “regularly given.” or we
don’t,

States cerlainly have broad dele-
valed powers Lo administer Federal
elections. but thex still must operate
within the bounds of the Constitution,

Despile receiving numerous peli-
tions—to the detriment of the countrv.
I might add—the Supreme Court failed
to answer the most important question
of Lhe 2020 election: Can entities out-
sidle of Lhe State legislatures make
election law?

The plain Janguage of Article 11 of
the Constitution answers the nquestion
unequivocally no.

The decisions made Loday in these
Chambers are of the utmost con-
sequence. and the horrible precedent
that will be established if we don't act
will have lasting impact on our beloved
Republic,

Madam Speaker. this proceeding is
not just about the integrity of this
election. It is aboul ensuring the inteyg-
rity of all future elections.

I take no pleasure ot pride in making
my objection today, nor do I wish for
any State electors to be disqualified.
However. hased on the law, the Con-
stitution. and my consclence. 1 cannot
support certifying votes from any
State that violated the Conslitution.

Madam Speaker, thig decision is not
aboul loyalty Lo a President. It is
about my fidelity to the Constitution
and the oath that [ swore,

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speakaer, | rise in
opposition,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania §s recognized for 5 min-
ules,

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speaker. I came
here tonight prepared Lo Lalk aboul the
place 1 represeni and how well the
Democratic and Republican county of-
ficials ran our election. I wanted to
point out that in my home county of
Allegheny County. in the place they
were gounting Lhe voles, there were 31
video cameras—3l—in the same place,
just showing people counting votes,
every single one of them on paper., with
representatives from holh campaigns
watching.
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Mudam Speaker. 1 wanted to point
out to all these great lovers and sup-
porlers of the Pennsyivania Jegislature
that it was the Republican Pennsyl-
vania legislature that passed a Repub-
Hean bill that they all voled for and
supported that set up the system under
which we just ran the election. and
that the reason the President lost was
hecause he was nol as popular as other
Republicans in our State. He gol fewer
votes than all of them.

Madam Speaker. 1 wanted to lay out
all this evidence hecause I Lhought it
was a sign of respect for my colleagues
and for all the Americans oul there
who don't know who to trusbt, 1 was
raised on that. I was rvaised on that re-
spect. which makes (hig a hard speech
for me to give. Because to do this with
any kind of honesly means admitting
and declaring in this House that these
objections don’L deserve an ounce of re-
spect—not an ounce.
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A woman died out there tonight. and
vou are making these objections.

Let's be clear ahoul what happened
in this Chamber today. Invaders came
in for the first time since the War of
1812. They desecrated these Halls and
this Chamber and practically every
inch of ground whetre we work, For the
most part. they walked in here free. A
lot of them walked out free. There
wash't a person watching at home who
didn’t know why thal was—because of
the way thal they look.

My point. Madam Speaker. is this:
Enough has been done here already to
Ly Lo steip this Congress of ibs dlgnity.
and these objectors don't need to (o
anymore.

We know that that attack today
didr’t materialize oul of nowhere. It
was inspired by lies, the same lies that
you are hearing in this room tonight.
And the Members who are repeating
those lies should e ashamed of them-
selves, Their conslituents should be
ashamed of them.

We know what is going Lo happen as
soon as 1 walk away. whal has hap-
pened all night tonight. what will con-
tinue to happen. They will take these
same symbols, these same concepls,
smuggle them into their arguments,
and make the same arguments. [ want
people al home, anyvone who Is siill
watching, to know that these argu-
inents are nol for Lhem: they are for
you.

None of the evidence we wanted to
discuss here tonightl will chahge their
opinions o1 what they are about Lo say.
But you need to know thal is not the
end, It {s not as If there is nothing we
can do because of thal., And if there
was. I don't think this Nation would
have made it to ahmost 250 years.

‘The fact is, Madam Speaker. thal at
the endl of Lhe day. people—

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam
point of order.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will
state hig point of owler,

Speaker.
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Mr. GRIFFITH. Yes. ma'am. The
point of order would be that the gen-
tleman said that there were lies on Lhis
floor here today. looking over in this
direction. I ask that those words be
laken down.

We may have a disagreement on mat-
Lers, but—

The SPEAKRKER.

The gentleman’s demand is not time-
Iy,
The gzentleman from Pennsylvania
will proceed.

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speaker, the fact
is. at the end of the day. il hurts, It
harts them: it hurts this country. It
hurts all of us. But the fact is that the
people have made this country work by
not giving in,

Go aheail. Shout iL out.

One last thing to say. Madam Speak-
er, And I thank vou for your patience.
ANl people need Lo know Llonight.
Madam Speaker—

Madam Speaker. the truth hurts, But
the fact is Lhis: We want this govern-
ment Lo work more than they want it
Lo fail,

After evervihing that has happened
today. we want that more than ever.
Know that. Know that. the people
walching at home. We want (his gov-
ernment. Lo work., We will make i
work. They will not make it fail.

PARLIAMENTARY IKQUIRY

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, par-
Hamenlary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman will
state his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. PERRY. When is the appropriate
time to ask that the words he stricken,
he taken down?

‘The SPEAKER. Immediately
the words are uftered.

For what purpose does the gentleman
from Louisiana seek recoynition?

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana., Madam
Speaker. 1 rise in support of the objec-
tion,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker. my. my. my. Lel us take a
deep breath, shall we?

Madam Speaker. the cornerstone of
the strength of cur American Republic
is not only the peaceful transition of
power: it is the peaceful transition of a
lawful power. IL is within the param-
eters of our oath, indeed, is our duty to
inguire if we suspect that perhaps our
elections have been compromised.

Much has heen said about what we do
not. know, What we do nol know calls
for investigation.

What we do know is that. in the dis-
puted Stales. Governoys. secretaries of
state, or local election commissions
acted In violation of the Election
Clause of the U.S. Constitution, where-
in State legislatures are granted the
sole authorily o determine how Presi-
dentinl electors are appointed. IL is
that simple. Stale execulive officials
usurped the constitutionally vested au-
thority of State legislatures wilhin
several of the sovereign States.

Now. why we are Involved in Con-
wress? Because Lhe Founders gave us a

after
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narrow role. If we suspecet that an elec-
tion was compromised in a sovereign
Stale. then we have a role in the seat-
ing of Lhose electors and the counting,

America is not a confederacy aof
States, We are a union of States, We
are a representative republic. There-
fore. each sovereign State has a deep
obligation to follow the writ of {ts own
election law during a Federal election.

We would not be having this con-
versation if our objections were solely
rested upon the electiony of sovereign
State Governors or State senators and
representatives. 1t is a Federal election
for the President and Vice President of
the United States. We certainly have a
role. and we should investigate and
support that role.

Madam Speaker. America is an
anointed nation. hoin of imperfect men
driven by perfect intent. May we be
worthy of whal it is to he an American.
what It is to be a representative of the
American people,

May I ask. may we sesk the quiet
whisper of God's own voice within us,
And 1 ask my colleagues Lo consider
supporting this objection.

1 yield the balance of my time to the
gentleman from New Jearsey (Mr. Vax
DREW}.

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker. he-
fore 1 start. something | didn't plan on
saving. This is a debate, It is a discus-
sion. Everybody hag a right Lo an opin-
ion. That is American. Because some-
one doesn’t agree with your view or
vour ideas does not mean that they are
liars. It means they have a different
view. a different opinion,

And 1 think. for God’s sake. as people
watch this or see it or hear it, they ex-
pect more from us lhan that. We can
disagree al a vertain level. There is
notliing worse than moral pomposity.

You know. Loday was an amazing and
terrible day. But one thing that we do
know i3 that our law enforcement pro-
tected lives. and they protected and
preserved owr democracy. I watched
firsthand. as I always have. just as 1 do
back home in south Jersey. these brave
men and women put their lives on the
line Lo defend all of us.

May God bless Lhe woman who lost
her life today. and may God bless what
will always be Lhe greatest Nation in
the history of the world: the Uniled
States of America.

Av the core of our country’'s great-
ness is our democralic system of gov-
ernment. Without faith in the integrity
of our elections. Americans will nol
have faith in our democracy.

The United States of America is the
international embodiment of freedom
and opportunity. the shining city on a
hill. Free and fair electlons have al-
ways been a hallmark of America’s
greatness,

After this past Presidential election,
approximately 60 million Americans
have serfous doubts ahoul Lhe oulcome,
That is a number that we cannot ig-
nore.
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Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise in opposition to the objection.
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The SPEAKER. The ygentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker. 1
started this day disheartened thal our
colleagues were going to drag us
(theough this cynieal political charade
of objecting to duly certified electoral
college votes. but 1 was ready and
eager Lo defend Pennsylvania's elec-
tions and the will of Pennsylvania's
volers.

Never did | expect to he answering
calls from family and friends concerned
for my safety or to have Lo barricade
myself in an office. But mosl impor-
tant of all. never did I expect Lo see our
Capitol overrun by armed insurrection-
ists intent on disrupting our govern-
ment at the urging of Lhe President.

What happened here today has made
me heart-sick for our country. bhut it
only strengthens my resolve to uphold
the rule of law and lo protect the deci-
sion of Pennsylvania's voteys,

Barlier this week. we 1alsed owr
hands and swote an oath Lo bear true
faith and allegiance to the Constitu-
tion of the United States. But. today.
those who are bloeking the counting of
slectors from Pennsylvania are show-
ing that thefr alleglance lies not Lo the
Constitution or to their vonstituents.
and many would argue not even Lo the
Republican Party. bhut to their own po-
litical fortunes and Lthe outgoing Presi-
dent.

Pennsylvania’s voters. not Members
of Congress. are tasked with choosing
Pennsylvania’'s Presidential electors.
and particularly nol congressmen from
other States. The people have spoken.
and Pennsylvania certified our elece
tors. We must respect our oalh here by
rejecting this unfounded objection to
Pennsylvania‘s electoral votes, and not
substitute Congress’ judgment for that
of the people of Pennsylivanta.

Liegal challenges Lo elections are se-
rious matters. and that is why there is
a place to consider those challenges: In
courtrooms hefore impartial judges.

And Pennsylvania’s legal process has
worked. The pseudo-legal arguments
that are heing raised hy the objectors
here today arc not new. Over the past
2 months, the President and his allies
have filed more than 20 lawsuits Lo
challenge the Pennsylvania election.
Those challenges have been rejected in
Federal courts, State courls, appellate
courts, and the United States Supreme
Court. Challenges have bheen rejecled
by judges who are registered Demo-
erats, Republicans, Independents. and
who have bLeen appointed by Demo-
eratic and Republican Presidents,

And why did they lose all Lhose
cases”?

As ‘Third Circuil Judge Bibas, a
Tramp appointee, wrote, “Free. fair
clections are the lifeblood of our de-
moveracy. Charges of unfairness are se-
rious, Bul calling an election unfair
does not make it 80, Charges require
specific allezations and then proof. We
have neither here."’

What the Court said points Lo an im-
portant distinclion aboul when and
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how claims of election misconduct are
made. It s easy to make wild claims of
clection fraud on cable lelevision or
Twitter, but Lthose claims are not facls.
And while there may be no immediate
consequences for misleading the public
with such statements. lhere is cer-
tainly a penalty for misleading the
courts.

A lawyer faces fines. jail. and loss of
his or her license for making frivolous
or false claims. The lawyers for the
Tramp campaign never allegzed wide-
spread fraud or illexal voting had im-
pacted Pennsylvania's elections be-
cause Lthose claims are false.

When owr colleagues indulge in this
palitical theatre and endorse fringe
conspiracy theories. they may think
Lhere are no conseguences because Lhey
know that this Lime the majorities of
the House and Senate will overrule
them. But as the entire world saw
today. their baseless claims of election
fraud do have consequences. They un-
dermine falth and respect for our elec-
tions and our government. ‘they chip
away at the foundation of our constitu-
tional Republic and they take a sledge-
hammer (o the peaceful transfer of
power, It is our job to respect the rule
of law and reject this political charade,

Finally. 1T wanl to offer my deepest
respecl to our Republican colleagues in
both Lhe House and the Senate who
have withstood intense political pres-
sure. and ltoday honor thelr oath in the
rule of law by rejecting these une
founded objections.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker. I rise in favor of the objec-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Texas is recognized for § minutes,

My. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker. I would first like to say to my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
who said we should be ashamed over
bers, I am nol ashamed. and neithey
are my colleagues over hers. We are ac-
tually proud of whal we are doing and
what we are standing for. So I hope the
RECORD will show Lhal.

Yesterday’s cowardly attack on our
American democracy was a horrible
acl, While Congress atiempted Lo exe-
cute Lheir constilutional duly to de-
bate and vote on this certification of
the electoral college. violenve inter-
rupted the proceedings in an atltempl
to stop Lhe democralic process.

Those who commitied these acts are
domestic Lerrorists and should be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
And 1 thank the Capitol Police and all
of Lhe law enforcement organizations
that pushed hack against this mob,

I can't help but be reminded of the
bravery during the baseball shooting
on myself and my Republican col-
leagues in June of 2017. I thank God
every day for their presence.

The American people deserve full
transparency in the electoral process.
with confidence thal any hregularities
and inconsistencies in that process will
be fully investigaled.

As a former Texas secretary of state.
I know the electoral provess well. And
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above all, 1 know whal the courts, the
execulive branch. and (he elections of-
ficials can and cannot do without ap-
proval of the State legislature. During
my tenure. I knew that my authority
was confined to the powers the legisla-
ture provided me. If States fail to abide
hy the Consbitution and follow thefr
owns laws, it calls into question whelh-
er the voles in Texas, or any other
State, are fairly represented.

And now, as a duly elecled Member of
Congress. the Constitution outlines my
rights Lo speak and voice my canstitu-
ents’ coneerns with my vote. It is piv-
otal that we have free and fair elec-
tions in our representative democracy
and. more importantly. thal we trust
in the resulls of those elections.

In no way is voicing an objection an
atlempt to overturn an election. And
when this process is complete and al)
abjeclions have been heard, I acknowl-
edge that we will have a peaceful trang-
fer of power on January 20.

Faith in our system must be restored
and Americans must be confident that
their vote matfers. and only lawful
voles will be counted. This is a sad day
in our Nation’s history, bul a solemn
reminder that our country will not fal-
ter and will not fail, In God we trust.

Madam Speaker. ! yield to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
CAWTHORNY.

Mr. CAWTHORN. Madam Speaket, as
I said in my convention speech, I want
a new generation of Americans Lo be
radicals—to he radicals for freedom
and for liberty. but not radicals for vio-
lence. I am bitterly disappointed by the
protest that happened yeslerday. The
actions of a violent few were cowardly
and palhetic, and I am not afraid to
call it out.

The Republican Parly is a party of
limited government. It is the big tent
party. It is not the party of destruc-
tion.

Madam Speaker. the oath I took just
days ago demand that [ speak out in
defense not of one President or an-
other. but in defense of a hallowed doc-
ument that has safeguarded this Re-
public for over 200 years. The Constitu-
tion grants power solely to State legis-
latures to determine how elections are
carried out. When other officials who
are not vested with constitutional an-
thority usulp their role and grind the
Constitution under their heel, 1 must
object.
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Our Nation is a nation of resilience.
In Valley Forge. George Washinglon
praved for a republic to he formed from
the ashes of a monarchy. AL Geltys-
burg. Americans gave theiy Jives to de-
fend a very simple idea. that the Amer-
ican democracy tChat had been earned
with the DMood of their forefathers
would not perish due to Internal divi-
sion.

Then. on the islands of Iwo Jima and
Okinawa. American servicemen gave
Lheir ljves 1o defend Lhis Nation's free-
dom from fascism.
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What unites each and every gehera-
tion of Americans ix Lthe ldea that
those who submit themselves to the
authority of government ought to have
a voige in that sante wovernment.

We are Americans here in this Cham-
Ber and in this country. Bul what does
il really mean to he an American? I
means helieving in the rule of law, It
means speaking up in defense of our
founding principles and in defense of
1the Constitution.

Being an American means thal you
are proud of your country hut thal vou
never heat your chest. And being an
American means that sometimes you
must stand alone while others sit,

Now. obviously. 1 can’'l stand. bul
trust e, if [ could stand. I would stand
in defense of our ConstiLution today.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Madam Speaker,
1 rise in opposition,

The SPEAKER, The genlleman from
Pennsylvania is recoznized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CART\WRIGHT. Madam Speaker.
1 completely agree wilh my colleayue
Representative DWIGHT EvaNs, and |
remind this Chamber that Pennsyl-
vania is the ¢radle of American democ-
racy.

We can'lt ¢laimh Lo be the birthplace
of American democracy. That would be
a disservice to James Otis. Jr.. who. in
1761. stood up Iin a Massachusetis
courtroom and argued against Lhe
King's writs of assistance.

But Pennsylvania is the cradle of de-
mocracy. It is where we hosted the
signing of the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the American Constitution.

It was Pennsylvaniang who imme-
diately went to battle to defend this
idea of democracy., They went right
after Bunker Hill to the Siege of Bos-
ton. American riflemen were instru-
mental at the transformalional Battles
of Trenton and Saratoga in viclory.
And il is Independence Hall where
these documents got signed. the Dec-
Jaration of Independence and the Con-
stitution,

You heard my colleagues, You heard
Representative  HOULAHAN  talking
aboul Lhe privations at Valley Forge.
all in support of creating democracy,

You heard Representalive BRENDAN
F. BovLE quoting John Adams, Lhat de-
mocracy only dies by sulcide,

You heard Representalive DEAN
quoling John Lewis. owr hero. who
said: Democuracy is not a state. It is an
act.

You heard Representative WILD talk-
ing about this stunning assault on our
democracy.

If it seems Hke we gel a little prickly
in Pennsyvivania aboul assaulting de-
moceracy. you are righl, We do. Penn-
sylvania is Lhe cradle of democyacy.

You heard how foolish and empty
these challonges are, Repressnlalive
LaMB said it: 31 cameras f{ilming the
place where Lhe count was happening.
resulting in thousands of hours of vid-
gotape—you cvan see it on YouTube—
proving there was no frawd.

You heard Representatives MICHARL
¥, DOYLE and BRENDAN F. BOYLE talk-
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ing about Act 77. how the Republicans
in Pennsylvanla were falling all over
tliemselves Lo pass this law for mail-in
voting because they thought it would
help them,

You heard Representative SCANLON
explaining why there were no allegza-
tions of fraud made in courl hecause a
lawyer woing into court and lying to
the court gets his or her ticket Lo prac-
tice law punched. They can he dis-
barred.

Politicians can say anything on cable
TV, but they have Lo be darn careful
when they are in court. 8o all these big
TV (lalkers never alleged fraud in
court.

Let me tell you aboul otie vourt ¢ase.
IL was a case where they hrought on
Lheir best lezal talent. IL was a case
where they drew as a judge a staunch.
principled. conservative Republican.
Judge Matthew Brann. He called Lhis
case “strained legal argquments without
merit’ and speculative accusations.”
He called it “like Frankenstein's mon-
ster.” a “haphazardly stitched to-
wether™ case.

Judge Brann said he “*has no author-
ity to take away the righl Lo vote of
sven a single person. lel alone millions
of cilizens.”

On appeal Judge Bibas. a Trump ap-
pointee writing for the Third Circuit.
apreed. He said: —Calling an election
unfair does not make it so. Charges re-
quire specific allegations and then
proof. We have peither here.”

So. we have julges—dozens and d0z-
ens of them. Federal judges., State
judges. Democrats. Republicans—turn-
ing away Lhese challenges. All they
ever wanted was svidence,

Here is Lhe number-one rule when
you go Lo court; Don't forget Lo bring
the evidence with you.

This objection. in all seriousness, re-
flects the most profound disrespect Lo
our American judiciary. We Pennsylva-
nians understand democracy. It was in
Pennsylvania that our Founders signed
the Constitution. and Article 11 makes
ft plain as day: We elect our President.
We don't have a king.

If you c¢an undo a Presidential elec-
tion simply by alleging that something
was amiss, Lhen we don't have a democ-
racy at all. We have something else en-
tirely.

And if we vote Lo sustain this objec-
tion. we are not upholding owr Con-
stitution al all. We are doing some-
thing else entirvely.

Let's vole *'no’’ on this objection.

Mr., DAVIDSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker. I rise {n support of this objec-

tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Ohio is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker, every one of us swore an oath
to support and defend the Constitution
of the United Stales against all an-
emies. both forelgn and domestic. I
swwore that oath in uniform. and the
first part of thalt oath is the same as
what we swear here in Congress,

The last time we needed to defend
owr Constitution against a domestic
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enemy. we fought a civil war. And at
the conclusion of that Civil War we
passed the 13th, 14th. and 15th Amend-
ments that make clear that. no Siate is
s0 sovereign that they can deprive
thelr citizens of equal protection of Lhe
laws.

When il comes to elections., Lhat
means one person gels one vote, It
doesn’t mean thal other citizens can
dilnte the votes of other citizens and
deprive them of equal protection. And
it doesn’'t mean that a State can do
that by law or hy practice.

So whether the law was changed and
made IL sach thal there 15 no way Lo
provide equal protection—one person.
one vole—or the practice was cor-
rupted. it ¢cannol stand. Frankly. last-
1y, it must guarantee thal Llhere is a
proof that it was equal proteclion
under the law.

None of thal happened in a humber of
States. The people of America. tens of
millions of them who cams out Lo vote,
have been unheard by this body and hy
far Loo many courts, We need to show
them the respect they are due by the
Conslilution of the United States of
America. the Constitution that we
fought Lo sustain to end the era of Jim
Crow to pass civil righls legislation.
the Voting Rights Act. the Civil Righls
Act. and o many other pieces of juris-
prudence.

My, JOHNSON of Ohjo. Will the ven-
Lleman yield?

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. I yieid to
the gentleman from Ohio.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
Lleman needs Lo maintaln his position
and vontrol of the time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohlo. Madam
Speaker. I rise in support of Lhis objec-
tion and Lo give voice to the 240.386
men and women of Ohjo's Sixth Con-
eressional District who have had their
voices silenced by the rogue political
actors in Pennsylvania who unilater-
ally and unconstitutionally altered
voting methods to bhenefit the Demo-
cratic candidate for President,

Secretaries of state and State su-
preme courts cannot simply ignore the
rules governing elections set forth in
the Constitution. They cannotl choose
to usurp their siate legislatures to
achieve a partisan end. Constitution be
damned.

Madam Speaker, this is a sad day for
America. We have seen too many sad
days like this recently: assaulls on
courthouses. police stations, and now
the U.S. Capitol. People who disagree
with the results of police work and
vourt decvisions are wrong to respond
violently. And people who disagree
with Lhe results of an election are also
wrong Lo respond with violence, Thank
you to the Capilol Police and all the
law enforcement involved for pro-
tecting the people’s House Loday.

Madam Speaker. some may guestion
our motives for raising these objec-
tjons, but other than the Bible, our
Constitution is the most sacred docu-
ment known to man because it created
the most free and prosperous nation in
human history.
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2021 has the chance to he remembered
for when the leaders of a deeply divided
America came Logether to defend that
sacred document and (o ensure that
the integrily of future Presidentfal
eleclions is ensured. It is imperative
we take this opportunity, The future of
our Republic depends on i,

Benjamin Franklin. in the summetr of
1787, during the heated debate Lo create
our sacred Constitution. said these fa-
mous words: 1 have lived long. sir. a
long time . . . and the lonyger 1 live, the
movre convincing proofs 1 see of this
truth . . . thal God governs in the af-
fairs of men,

<And. if a sparrow cannol fall 1o the
ground without His notice. is it prob-
able that an empire can rise withoul
Hig aid? We have heen assuved. sir. in
Lhe sacred writing that -Except the
Lord huild it. they labor in vain that
bufld il ™

Madam Speaker. 1 pray that we
would turn to the God Almighty that
ordained our Nation into being Lo help
us in our time of need.

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise in opposition to Lhe objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman {rom
Ilinois is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker. as
a student of foreign policy. if somebody
described to me the aclions that we
saw. I would have assumed we were in
a failed nation or a hanana republic.
Storming past police. some carrving
the flag of the Confederacy. the mob
breached Lhis House.

But there is good news: The democ-
racy held today.

For the last few years. misinforma-
tion and fear has been fed into people
for profit. and power. and for Loo many
vears. leaders around the country sald
nothing and sometimes echoed those
messages hecause of the helief that
winniug. no matter the cost. was worth
everything.

Today. we saw the resull of ignoring
these warning sigms.

People look Lo Washington to give
hope. Instead, we simply amplify fears.

People look to us for expertise on
what can and can't be possible, Some-
times it is easier to say whal makes
people feel wood instead of the hatd
facts.

Today. some Members of Congress
argue Lhat we can unilaterally pick the
next President. that with our glorious
wisdom. armed with Twilter. we know
bhetter than the American people. Some
have shown thal. if conspiracies are re-
peated enough. they become facts and
they aren’t disputed.

Even here in this Chamber after the
evenls today. some speeches have been
shockingly tone-deaf. 1 have seen peo-
ple applaud eheap political lines that
are embarrassing.,

Power and cultural fights have di-
vided us so much that they are Lhe ul-
timate woal now. and sometimes the
oath we swear to uphold feels like a
prop.

People have heen lied {0 by too many
for too long.
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S0 here is the truth: Joe Biden won
this election. the effort will fail. and
everybody knows il.

For some out there. this isn't about
making a statement for the belterment
of our country: it is aboutl avoiding the
pain of leveling wilth the people and
telling them the truth: the emperor
has no ¢lothes.

1 know many are disappointed in the
result. hut what legacy are we leaving?
Have our kids seen Lhe day where Ron-
ald Reagan and Tip O'Neill had a beer
over Lheir differences. or have they
learned that to lead, you must tweet.
and sometimes all in caps. because now
this is Hollywood. fame is the ultimate
goal?

Bul the first step that we can take to
restore this is lo reject the charade.
and what happens nexi is up to us.

We get threatened with primaries: we
worry ahout the political implications.
Bul our names will long he forgolten:
the legacy of now will exist.

The hottom line: If we ask men and
women Lo be willing to give their lives
for Lthizx Nalion and we Lalk abount their
service with tears in  our eyes,
shouldn’t we he willing to give up our
Jobs Lo uphold that Constitution?

Madam Speaker. [ yield Lo the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. HER-
RERA BRUTLER).

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam
Speaker, is this a countyy. is Lhis an
Amerjca Lthat we want Lo give to our
children., a country of lawlessness. of
might makes right. of moh rule?

Previous generations of Americans
have laid down their lives to answer
“no” to that guestion. I do not want to
be the first generation of Americans so
selfish as to answer “yes.” Nothing is
more important 40 me Lhan preserving
Lhis constitutional Republic as a Rep-
resentative.

Article II of the Constitution states:
~Bach State shall appoini, in such
manner as the legislature thereof may
direct. a number of electors,”” meaning
Lhat it is the duty of the State legisla-
Lures Lo select thelr electors in a man-
ner Lthey stipulate. It is right here.

The Founders of our Republic did not
want to federalize elections. which is
why they reserved the selection of elec-
tors to the State legislatures.

Historically. whan Congress inter-
vened in the electoral process, it was in
the Civil War. It was when States were
sending multiple slates of electors. But
that is not the case Loday.

Of the six Stales actively being con-
tested, five have Republican legisla-
tures: five are controlled by one party:
five have Lhe authority to get together
and to vote to change the elecltor that
they sent to us,

How many of the six did? Not one.

Pennsylvania did not get together
and vote as a hody and sencl us a new
slale of eleclors. They did not send us
a hill or a resolution citing Injustlice al
Lhe State level.

None of them.

Are they cowards? Do they nol know
the Constitution? Have they not read
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il, Iike you and 1?7 Or are they merely
passing the buck?

Here is the reality. Look. 1 believe
Lhis was not a frand-free election. 1 le-
lieve that there were prohlems in Penn-
sylvania and in Georgia, Bul the Con-
stitution gives us the right Lo fix that
at the State level. not throw out Lhe
electoral college. We do not want to ah-
solve the responsibility of the people in
those States to hold their own law-
makers accountable.

I, as a Washington State Conyress-
woman, don't know bhetter than the
people in Pennsylvania and Georgia.

Folks. we can't vote to undermine
the electoral college today. We have to
uphold it.

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker. 1 rise
in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from
Florida is recognized for 5 minules,

Mr., POSEY. Madam Speaker. as you
have heard from hoth sides of the aisle
over and over and over today and to-
night, Members of Congress (ake an
oalii to protecl and defersi the Con-
stitution.

Clearly. the Constitution says State
legislatures make voling laws. period,
end of subjecl. And, clearly, in Penn-
syivania and some other States. non-
legislators changed those voling laws.

No malter who wins or who loses.
those are violations of the Constitutich
whether you. me. or anyone else likes
it or not.

As Congressman DAVIDSON pointed
out. over a dozen FBI agents were im-
mediately dispatched to fully inves.
Ligate Bubba Wallace's garage door.
But, sadly. the FBI never responded Lo
my request to investigate massive vot-
ing irregularity accusations, like Lhe
video footage from Georgia thal we all
wished we didn’t see.

Neither has the Department of Home-
Jand Security. the Department of
State, the Postal Inspector General,
the Director of Nalional Intelligence,
the CIA. and. saddest of all, the U.S.
Department of Justice,

The right Lo vole is not only a con-
stitutional right. it is also a civil right,
and we must protect it. Running a fair
and lLransparent election is not some-
thing America should run away from.
It is something we must live up to.

Every eligible American has a right
to have Lheir vote counted and Lhe
right to feel confident that his or her
vote was counted. nol neutralized by
an illegal vole.

C 0220

Otherwise. I fear our Republic is
doomed. That is why I implore you Lo
support a full investigation.

Madam Speaker. I yield the halance
of my time to Lhe fine gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr, KELLY),

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker. this has besn an interesting
day. And I know we want Lo debhate
this, and we brought up all kinds of
things. all kinds of poinls of history
and what happened and where il hap-
pened and all the rest of this. and we
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are verv. very grateful Lo the Capitol
Police and all those who came in to
prolect us.

But the real debate righl now about
Pennsylvania §s Penngylvania’s Act 77,
Was il conslitutional or was it uncon-
stitutional? ANl the rest of the trim-
mings you can set aside and just de-
cide: Was it constitutional or unconsti-
tutional?

Act 77 changed Pennsylvania's voting
law and Pennsylvania‘s Constitution.

Now. Pennsylvania could change that
law, bul it is done through an amend-
ment to the constitution. 1L is not just
done because somebody would like Lo
=ee that done.

We had a mail ballot that was avail-
able. It was an absentee hallot. We did
not have a no-excuse hallot.

What did Pennsylvania have to do to
wel Lo the point where they would have
a no-excuse mail-in ballot?

Number one, in two successive ses-
sions of the Pennsylvania Legislature.
that had to be passed in that legisla-
tion. one session after the other. If {t
passed both times, then it had Lo be
published in every one of the 67 coun-
ties of Pennsylvania, twice. When thal
was finished. il then had Lo zo before
the Pennsylvanfa volers o decide
whether they wanted the constibution
amended,

Pennsylvania Jlad the flrst one, They
actually did take a vole, and it was
overwhelming. But then they scrapped
ft. and they put it in an omnibus hill.
That is an unconstitutional change.
You cannot do i, It is Lhat simple.

So I love the idea about Washinglon
crossing the Delaware. 1 love the idea
aboul Washington going through a Ler-
rible winter,

I hate the idea of what we had Lo go
through today. Bul if oaths don't mat-
ter. and we have all taken them, and if
the Constitution doesn’t matter. why
do we even do il? Why o through this
charade that somehow we are really
close friends. excopl when il comes to
the really important things?

We have driven this country apart
through the people’'s House. and we
wondey what happened?

The biggest loss on November 3 was
not by Donald ‘Trump: it was the fajth
and trust that the American people
lost in this voling syslem bhecause we
have allowed it to happen. It is vncon-
stitutional.

Mr. SCHIFEF. Madamy Speaker, 1 rise
in opposition.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recognized for 5 minules,

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, 80
vears ago today. Franklin Roosevell
delivered his third inaugural address.
“Every realist knows.” he said. *that
the democralic way of life at this mo-
ment is being diveclly assatled in every
part of the world—assalled either by
arms. or by the secret spreading of pol-
sonous propaganda by those who would
seek to destroy unity and promote dis-
cord in nations still at peace.”™

Taday. the principal threal Lo our de-
mocracy vomes from a different but
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also poisonous propaganda of Lhose
who seek Lo destroy our unity and pro-
mole discord.

According lo this propaganda. Amer-
fca cannot conduct a free or fair elec-
Lion. Our elections are rigged and
doomed,

According to this propaganda. the
volers can no longer decide who shall
be President. The Congress must decide
for them.

Al a time when our Nation faces an
unprecedented health erisis. with thou-
sands dying every day. with Americans
sbrugeling to put food on the table and
keep a roof oves their hend. who are we
to say that the man America chose to
lead usg out of this calamity =hall not
take office?

The coronavirus will clalm more
American llves than al)l of the casual-
ties in World War I1. To meet Lhal mo-
ment will ragquire unity. nol discoid:
will require an ablding faith in our
country, in our democracy. in our gov-
ernment’s ability Lo function and pro-
vide for the needs of its citizens.

The Members of this hody cannot
continue Lo challenge the merits of an
election that was fairly conducted and
overwhelmingly won by Joe Biden. It
must stop.

Look at the damage thal was
wrought in thig House today. to this
country today. Is that not enough?

Roosevell said: *This Nation has
placed itz destiny in the hands and
heads and hearts of its millions of {ree
men and women. . . . Our strength.” he
concluded -"is our unity of purpose.”

Let us unite once again in defense of
the greatest hope of freedom-loving
people around the world, this precious
democracy.

Madam Speaker, I yield Lo the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN).

Mr. RASKIN., Madam Speaker, the
haseless attack on Pennsylvania and
i{s electors bhrought to mind. for me.
the yreat Tom Paine, the champion of
popular democracy. who c¢amne over to
America to fight with us in the Revolu-
tion against the king., He lived In
Philadelphia. where he wrote -‘Com-
mon Sense” and "The Age of Reason.”
And Paine said: In the monarchies. the
king is the law: hut in the democracies,
the law will be king.

When you think aboul it. the peace-
ful vransfer of power is the central con-
dition of maintaining democracy under
the rule of law. Thal s why the famous
election of 1801 was such a big deal.

When John Adams relinquished the
Presidency Lo his passionate adversary
and lifelony friend Thomas Jefferson.
it was the first peacefu) transition of
power between democracies in a demo-
cratic republic in the history of the
world.

And he said. as he rode back to Mas-
sachuselts from Washingtlon., Adams
said that he did this because we are a
government of laws and not of men. We
will betray this principle if we lrade a
governmenl of laws for a government
of men or. even worse. a single man. or
an impressionable and Qangerous mob
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intent on violent sedition and insurrec-
tion against our beloved democratic
Republic,

Here is Abraham Lincoln vight before
Lthe war. At whal point. then, is Lthe ap-
proach of danger to he expected? |
would answer. if Il ever reaches us. it
must spring up amongst us, It cannot
come from abroad. If destruction e
our lot. we musl. ourselves. he its au-
thor and its finisher,

Madam Speaker. my family suffered
an unspeakable trauma on New Year's
Eve a week ago. Bul mine was not the
only family Lo suffer such terrible pain
in 2020. Hundreds of Lhousands of fami-
les in Americn are still mourning
their family members. Many families
represented in the Congress arve still
mowming their family members who
have bheen taken away from us by
COVID-19. by the opioid crisis. by can-
cer. by gun violence, by the rising fa-
talities associated with the crisis in
mental and emotional health,

Enough. my beloved colleagues. It is
time for America to heal. It is time for
our families and communities Lo come
together. Lel us stop pouring sall in
the wounds of America for no reason at
all. Let us start healing our beloved
Innad and our wonderful people.

The SPEAKER. All time for debate
has expired,

The question is. Shall the objection
submitited by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (My, PERRY) and Lhe Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY; he
agreed to.

The question wasx taken: and the
Speaker anpounced Lhal the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Madam
Speaker. on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant Lo section
3ts) of House Resolution 8, the yveas and
nays are ordeyed,

Members are reminded Lo vote when
their group is called and Lo leave the
Chamber after they have voted.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there werc—yeas 138. nays
282. not voting 11. as follows:

{Roll No. 11)
YEAS 138

Aderholt Cole Gyeen yTN)
Allen Crawford Groene sQAt
Anmmstan Davidson Griffith
Hatin DesJarlair Gueat

Hannd Diaz-alan Hagedorn
Banks Danaldzr Hartiz

Btz Tuncan Harrkbarcer
Boigman Lunn Hastsjer
Wee 10K Estos Hern

Mives Fallun Herrell
Rishop 1NCO» Fiar huacht Hpee 1GA
Boclert Fitzzerald Riceins LAy
Bost Fletechimann Huison
Brooks Foxy Tt

Budd Franklin, C Jackson
Burcheit Keglt Jacobs 1XY
Rupgess Fulehet Johnsan «LAY
Calvert Gartz Joheson (OHy
Cammute Garva LCA Jurdan

tasl Gibha Jovee A
Catter 13\ Gimenez Retlor
Cartey (TN Gohipett Retlv (35
Canthor Goud VA Keliv «PAy
Chaliot Grnlon (TN Kustodf
Cllne Gutay LaMalfa
Cloud Graves LA Lambern
Clyabe Graves $NH LesKo

| NETYY
Lewmdoiniy
Luras
Lucthetneve:
Mallictakis
Mann

Mant
MeCathy
MeClatn
Mennes
Mitles 11l
Miller WV
Mooney
Maote 1Al
Mallin
Murphy 1N
Nehis
Noytan
Nuneas
Dhernelte

Adarys
Avtitlar
Allrad
Ameke
Armsttone
Auchingloss
Axne

Bavan
Hakdevson
Bary
Hartazah
Wirsx
Neatsyv

Bera

fteyer
Rhopi1GAy
Bhunenauer
Blunt R bvrier
Honambi g
Bouwrdeaun
Bownman
Roxite Brendan
Hiewn
Brownley
Huo b
Rutcrhon
Bush
Buxtos
Bulieriield
Cardiyal
Canlenas
Carson
Cartwhnichy
Case
Casten
Caster (¥l
Castro 1'TN)
Cheney
Chu
Cletiboe
Clark s May
ClitRe 1INY)
Clvavet
Cleln
Colteny
tomer
Connolly
Cooper
Corvrea
Costg
Cowtney
Crwg
Crenshaw
Cret

Crny
Cuetlar
Cortes
Davids (B
bavia, Danuy K
Dovis Rodpes
Dean
Delaxio
Delette
Bel.awio
DeiBene
Deicade
Demimer
Petatinte:
Deutch
Innerll
Trnesett
Provle, Michae!

Fangu
| XYRB IR
Bl

Owens
Palagzo
faimer
Penee

Pentv
Plluaet
Posey
Beavchenthaley
 RIRTE
Ruders 14l
Rueers tKY)
Rose
Roveniale
Rouzw;
Ruthisrfond
Sealise
sHrhweikert
Nesaima
Smith (Mw
Smith 1 NEF»

NAYS 282

Bspatilat
Bvans
Feenstra
Ferguson
Fitzpatnsek
Fletehet
Fortenberry
Fostor
Frankel, Lax
Fuduee
Gallache
Gableses
Garamaends
Garbarinie
Gareta b
Gateta (TN
Golden
Gomez
tionzales. Tony
sonzalez 1)y
tictzaler,

Vicente
Gotthelma
Green ALTX:
Grijaiva
Gruthan
Gathrie
Haaland
1larder (A
Hages
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Amrekoe:
Stefamk
Steule
Stewant
Thomuson (24
PUtany
Timmons

Van Drew
Van iyae
Walbes s
WatorrKi
Welns ¢TX
Webstiy oFL;
Willaamas TN
Wilson ¢3¢
Wittman
Wijkht

Zeldin

[RELT
Lodavn
Lowenthd
Luna
Lyneh
Mage
Mudinowsky
Maloney.
Carulyn B
Malonev Sean
Munnfne
Massin
Matsui
MeBath
MeCuul
MeClintock
MeColiutn
MeEacln
MeGovern
MeHemy
McRinley
MeNernev
Meeks
Metyor
Mente
Miunie
Milletdeeks
Miuolenaar
Moore (U
Muare 1W]s

Hervera Beutir Muarelle
Hizzin XYY Moulton
Hin MyTan
Himes Murphy +FL»
Hinson Nauller
Healltnesworth Napolitane
Horstord Neal
Houlalian Neguse
Hayer Newhouse
Bufiman Newman
Huizeuga Noreryss
Jacksen bee O Halleran
Jacobs ("X Oeasie-Cortel
Jayapal onar
Jeliries Patlane
Jehnsen «GAt Panettt
Johnson <510 Pappas
Johnaett ¢TX s Pascreil
Jonvk Faxne
Kahele Peloxi
Kaptut Peshnutier
Katko Peters
Kauting Phillips
Kelty i Piacion
Khanna Pocan
Kihiee Porter
Rilme Prodstey
Bl Can Price (N
Kim N Quisley
Humt Raslin
Hinzineer Rerd
Riskpatitek Rice «NY
Krnist (tht  Rickmund
Kuster Todeers 1WAy
LiuHeod Roas
Tamy Roy
Tanrerin Royhal-Allard
Pataen WAy Rur
Tatson T Ruppoistrrcer
Tatta Ku~h

e Byan
fawron Pl Samoher
Lo «CA Sarbanes
Toe NV Seanlon
Joovey Forpande:  Sehiakowsky

faovin oA
Javin (MD

Bt
Sehnetdel

January 6, 2021

Sehtades Stepes Vela
Schriet Slvers Velawer
Seatt (VA Surckiand Wasne)
Avott, Austin Sueai Walty
Sewell swalwell Wareermtion
Shetman Takano Seiult
Shevrill Taylor Waters
RImfizon Thompean 1CAy Watson Colemin
Sies Thompson s Welch .
siotkm Titus Ve Ny
Stk (N Tonko Wenstiup
Smith WA Totres (CAr Weslernn
soto Turtes (N Wextou
Spanbereey Trahian Wid
Sptz Turties Williame G Ay
Spelet Undetiwoud Wilron 1Fla
Stanton Uuton Womack
Stauhes Varvas Yarmth
Ntefl Veasey Young

NOT VOTING 11
Bilirakls Hastines Sueed
Brady Jox e (DH Thaih
Ry LaTutner Prone
Glanaey scort. Davd
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Ms. CLARKE of New York changed her
vote firom “'yea™ lo "nay.”

S0 Lhe objection was not awreed Lo.

The resull of the vote wag announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
Lthe table,

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now
notify the Senate of the action of the
House. informing that body that the
House is now ready to proceed in joint
sesgfon with the further counting of
the electoral vote for the President and
Vice President.

—— N ——e

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms, Byrd. one of its c¢lerks. an-
nounced that Lthe Secretary of the Sen-
ate shall inform the House of Rep-
resentatives that the Sennte s ready
to proceed in joint session with the fur-
thor counting of the electoral voles for
President and Vice President.

(By unanimous consenl. Mr. HOYER
was allowed to speak out of order.)

HORORING SBUWANZA GUFF

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker. this
would not be the time I would have
chosen, hul it may be Lhe last Lime
thal we are in session before the new
administration comes in.

We are losing an extraordinary young
woman who has been with e for over
a decade and who is our floor leader,
our floor director. All of you know her.
Her name is Shuwanza Goff. and she
has been with me for a significant pe-
riod of Lime.

Shuwanza is a wonderful person, And
the problem with having wonderful.
talented. good staff is Lhat at an ad-
ministration change. they steal your
people. It s just a terrible thing that
happens. ‘Two of my staff, Shuwanza
Goff and Mariel Saez, will be going lo
the administiation as well, and 1 have
asked Lhe administration to please do
not take any motre of my people.

Bul Shuwanza Goff has just been ex-
uraordinary. Those of you who have
dealt wilh her understand how bright
she i,
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That is the bad news. Madam Speak-
er, that they have taken her. But the
wooul news iz, she is going to he the ad-
ministration’s representlative (o the
House of Representalives. so we are
going to see a lol of Shuwanza. I am
sure she will be walking to both of us
on both sides of Lhe aisle and urging us
1o vote one way or the other or gelling
ug information or doing all sorts of
things that we might ask her to Jdo and
that she would want to do for us.

1 want to say. Madam Speaker, and 1
know you share my view, those of us
who have had an opportunity to work
closely with Shuwanza. 1 love
Shuwanza Goff. She is just a wonderful
spirit. She is smart. She knows the
rules. She knows the {loor. I think M.
MeCARTHY's and Mr., ScaLlsE's slaffs
would say the same thing if 1 had given
them any notice thal we were going Lo
do this, but I thought we had some
time,

Shuwanza, I really do want to thank
vou. and we wish you the best of luck.
We know you are not zoing far. 1 know
we are woing to see a lot of you. but we
wish you great success in everything
yvou do. .

I tell my staff. Madam Speaker, that
they can go off the paxroll. hut they
cannot go off the staff.

God bless. Shuwanza. and good Juck.

- 0322

At 3:22 a.m.. the Sergeant at Arms,
Pawl D. Drving, anpounced Lthe Vice
Presidenl and the Senate of the United
States.

The Senate entered lhe Hall of the
House of Representatives. headed by
the Vice President and the Secrelary of
the Senatle. the Members and officers
of the House rising to receive them,

The Vice President took his seal as
the Presiding Officer of the joint con-
venlion of the Lwo Houses. the Speaker
of the House oceupying the chair on his
left. Senators Look seats to the right of
the rostrum as prescribed by law,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The jolanl
session of Congress Lo count the elee~
toral vote will resume, The tellers will
Lake their chairs.

The two Houses retired to consider
separately and decide upon the vote of
Lhe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. to
which an objection has been filed.

The Secretary of the Senatle will re-
port the action of the Senate.

The Secretary of the Senate read the
oxder of the Senate. as follows:

Ordered. That the Sennte by a vote of 7
aves (o 92 nays rejects the objection to the
electoral voles cast in the Conmonwealth of
Pennsylvania for Joseph R. Blden. Jv.. for
President and KaMarna D, HARRIs for Viee
President,

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Clerk of
the House will report the action of the
House.

The Clerk of the House read the order
of the House. as follows:

Ordered, That the House of Represeniatives
rejects the objection to the electoral vote of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
the law. chapter 1 of title 3, United
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States Code, hevause the two Houses
have nol sustained the objection. Lhe
original vertificate submitted by Lhe
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will he
connted as provided therein.

The tellers will now record and an-
nounce Lhe vote of the State of Rhode
Island for President and Vice President
in accordance with the action of the
Lwo Houses,

This certificate from Rhode Island.
the Parliamentarian has advised me, is
the only certificate of vote from that
Stale that purporis (o be a return from
the State and Lhal has annexed to it a
certificate from an authority of that
Stale purporting 1o appoint and ascer-
tain electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr., Presi-
dent, the certificate of the electoyal
vole of the State of Rhode Island seems
Lo be regular in form and authentie,
and it appenrs therefrom thal Josepb
R. Biden. Jr., of the State of Delawave
received 4 votes for President and
KAMALA D. HAaRRIS of the Slate of Cali-
fornia received 4 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the Stale of Rliode Is-
land Lhat the teller bhas verified ap-
pears to be reguday in form and anthen-
Lic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from South Caro-
lna, the Parlismentarian has advised
me, is the only certificate of vote from
that State that purporls to be a return
from the State and that has annexed to
it a certificate from an authority of
that State purporting to appoint and
ascertain electors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of llinois. Mr.
President. the certificate of the elec-
Loral vote of the Statle of South Caro-
lina seems to he regular in form and
authentic. and il appeays therefrom
that Donald J. Trump of Lhe State of
Florida received 9 votes for President
and MicHAEL R. PENCE of Lhe State of
Indiana received 9 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting Lhe certifi-
cate of vote of the Slate of South Caro-
lina that the teller has verified appears
to be rewular in form and authentic?

There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENYT. Hearing
none. this certificate from South Da-
kota. the Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only certificate of vote fiom
that State that purports to he a return
from the State and Lhal has annexed to
it a certificate from an authority of
that State purporting to appoint and
ascertain electors.

Senalor BLUNT. M. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of South Dakota seems Lo be rey-
ular in form and authentic, and it ap-
pears therefrom that Donald J. Trump
of the State of Florida received 3 votes
for President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of
the State of Indiana recelved 3 votes
for Vice President.
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The VICE PRESIDERT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifl-
cate of vote of Lhe State of South Da-
kota that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tic?

There way no objection,

L. 0330

The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
cate from Tennessee. the Parliamen-
tarian has advised me. is the only cet-
tificate of electoral vote from the
State that purports to be a yreturn from
the State and that has annexed lo iL a
certificate of an autlhority of that
State purporling to appeint or ascer-
tain electors,

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certifieate of the electoral vote of the
State of Tennessee seems Lo e regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom (hat Donald J. Trump of the
Stale of Florida received 11 votes for
President and MicHARL R, PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 11 voles for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are tlhere
any objeclions to counting the cerlifi-
cale of Lhe vote of the State of Ten-
nessee Lhat the teller has verified as
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Texas. the
Parliamentarvian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from the State
that purports to be a return from the
State and that has annexed Lo it a cer-
Lificate of an authority of that State
that purports to appoint or ascertain
eleclors,

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the cerlificate of Lhe electoral
vote of the Slale of Texas seems Lo be
regular in form and authentic, and it
appears therefrom that Donald J.
Tromp of the State of Florida recelved
38 votes for President and MICHAEL R,
PENCE of the State of Indiana received
38 votes for Vice President.,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of the vote of the State of Texas
that the teller has verified appears to
he regular in form and authentic?

‘I'here was no objection.

‘I'he VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Utah, lhe
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from Lthat State
that purporis Lo be a return from the
Stale and that bas annexed to iL a ver-
tiffcate of an authority from the State
purporting Lo appoint or ascertain elec-
tors,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of ILLINOIS.
Mr. President. the certificate of the
electoral vote of the State of Utah
seems to be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom thal
Donald J. Trump of the State of Flor-
ida received 6 voles for President and
MiIcHAEL R. PENCE of the State of Indi-
ana received 6 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections lo counting the certifi-
cale of the vote of the State of Ulah
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that the teller has verified 1o be reg-
ular in form and authentic?

There wag no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. Llhis certificate from Vermont,
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vole from Lhe
State thal purports Lo be a return from
the State and that has annexed Lo it a
certificate of an authovity from that
State purporting Lo appoint or ascer-
lain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificnle of the electoral vote of the
State of Vermont seems 10 be regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
thereirom thal Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of
the State of Delaware received 3 voles
for President and KaMmaLa D. HARRIS of
the State of California received 3 votes
for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT., Are there
any objections Lo counling the certifi-
cate of the vote of the State of
Vermwontl that the teller has verified as
regular in form and authentic?

There was ho objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. the Parliamen-
tarian has advised. is the only certifi-
ecale of vote from that State thal pwr-
ports 1o be a relurn from the Stale and
thal bas annexed Lo it a certificate of
an authority from that same Stale pur-
porting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. President, the
certificale of the electoral vole of the
Commonwealth of Virginia seems to he
in regular in form and authentic. and it
appears therefrom Lhat Joseph R.
Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware ve-
ceived 13 votes for President and
KaMALA D. Hanrnris of the State of Cali-
fornia recetved 13 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of the vote of the Commonwealth
of Virginia that the telier has verified
as appearing regular in form and au-
thentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Washington.
the Parliamentarian hag adviged, is the
onty cerlificate of voile from that State
that purports to be a return from Lhe
State and that has a certificate of an
authority from the same State pur-
porting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. Lhe certificate of the electoral
vole of the State of Washington seems
Lo be rexular in form and authentic.
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Blden. Jr.. of the Slate of Delaware
recefved 12 votes for President and
KAMALA D. HARRTs of the Stale of Cali-
fornla received 12 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections to countling the certifi-
citle of Lhe vole of the State of Wash-
ington that the teller has verified and
appears to he regular in form and au-
thentic?
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There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. thisx certifivate from West Vir-
ginia. the Parllamentarian has advised,
is the only certificate of vote from that
State Lhat purports to be a return from
the State and that has annexed Lo it a
certificate of an authority from the
State purporting Lo appoint or ascer-
Lain electors.

Myr. RODNBEY DAVIS of ILLINOIS.
Mr. President. the certificate of the
electoral vote of the State of West Vir-
vinia seems Lo be regular in form and
authentic. and it appears therefrom
thal Donald J. Trump of the State of
Florida received 5 votes for President
and MICHAEL R, PENCE of the Slate of
Indiana received 5 votes for Vice Presi-
denl,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Arc (hers
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of the vole for the State of West
Virginia that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tie?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificale from Wisconsin,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate from that State thal
purports Lo be a return from the State
and thal has anuexed to it a certificate
of an authority from the State pur-
porting to appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificale of the electoral vote of the
State of Wisconsin seems to be regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of
the State of Delaware received 10 voles
fot President and KayaLa D, HARRIS of
the State of California received 10
voles for Vice Presidenl.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does the gentleman from Texas
rise?

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. President. I ob-
ject to the electoral votes of the State
of Wisconsin hecause 71 House Mem-
bers. all of who condemn violence as we
witnessed today. are firmly committed
to the resolution of disagreements in
¢ivil, lawful. peaceful institutions with
full and lajr debate. free of violence,
And though not a single court has al-
lowed an evidentiary hearing to lsten
Lo the significant body of evidence of
frand. and though some seize on the
court's fallure Lo misrepresent that no
court would listen to Lhe evidence as
saving evidence did not exist: while
Democrat leaders in Milwaukee llle-
gally and unconstitulionally created
more Lhan 200 illegal polling places:
tens of thousands of votes were
changed by workers, despite election
workers” objections. plus so many
other illexalities to fraudulently create
a 20.000-vote lead, we object. along with
a Senalor who now has withdrawn his
objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 of title 3 of the United States
Code require Lthat any ohjevtion be pre-
sented in writing. sizned hy a Member
of the House of Representalives and a
Senator.

January 6, 2021

1s the objection in writing and signed
by a Member and a Senator?

Mr. GOHMERT. It is In writing, It is
signed by a Member. bhut it is not
simed and objected to by a Senator.
Mr. President,

The VICE PRESIDENT. In that case.
the objecLlion cannol he entertained.

This certificate from \Wyoming. the
Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from that Stale
and purporls Lo be a return from the
Stale and has annexed to it the certifi-
cate of an authority from the same
State purperting to appoinl or ascey-
Lain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Wyoming seems to be regular
in form and aulhentic, and {L appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
Slate of Florida received 3 voles for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana recefved 3 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting a certifi-
cate of the vote of the State of Wyo-
ming that the Leller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and anthen-
Lie?

There was 1no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. the Chair advises Members of
Congress the certificates having been
read, the tellers will ascertain and de-
Hver the result to the President of the
Senate.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. The under-
signed. RoY BLUNT and AMY KLO-
BUCHAR, Lellers on the part of the Sen-
ate; ZOE LOFGREN and RODNEY DAVIS,
tellsr's on the part of the House of Rep-
resentatives, report the following as
the result of Lhe ascertainment and
counting of the electoral votes for
President and Vice President of the
United States for the term beginning
on the 20th day of January. 2021. The
report we make is Lhat Joe Biden and
KaMaLa Hagrris will be the President
and the Vice Presidenl. according to
Lhe ballots that have been given to us.

The Lellers delivered to the President
of Lhe Senale the following statement
of resulls:

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS POR THE COUNTING

OF THE ELECTORAL VOTES FOR PRESIDENT

ANUD  VICE  PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES  OFFICIAL VALLY
The undersigned., RoOY BLUNT and

AMY KLOBUCHAR tellers on the part of
the Senate. Zok LOFGREN and RODNEY
DAVIs tellers on the part of the House
of Representatives. report Lthe fol-
Jowing as the result of the ascertain-
menl and counting of the electoral
vole for President and Vice President
of the United States for the term be-
ginning on the twentieth day of Janu-
ary. lLwo Lhousand and Lwventy one,

o Prepden For Vice Prasadent
Eratozt veces
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Roy BLUNT,
AMY KLOBUCHAR,
Fellevs on the payt of
the Senale,
ZOE LOYGREN,
RODNEY Davis,
Tellers on the puit of
the House of Rep-
resentafies,

The VICE PRESIDENT, The state of
the vote for Presidenl of the United
Slales, as delivered Lo the President of
tie Senate. is as follows:

‘Mhe whole number of the eleclors ap-
pointed to vole for President of the
United Stales is 538. of which a major-
Ly is 270.

Joseph R. Biden. Jr,. of the state of
Delaware, has received for President of
the Uniled States 306 votes:

Donald J. Trump. of the state of
Florida. has received 232 voles;

The state of Lhe vole for Vice Presi-
dent of Lthe United States, as dellvered
to the President of the Senate, is as
follows:

The whole number of the electoys ap-
pointed to vote for Vice President of
the Uniled States is 538, of which a ma-
jority is 270.

KAMALA D. HakRIs. of Lhe state of
California. has received for Vive Presi-
dent of the United States 306 voles:

MICHAEL R. PENCE, of the state of In-
diana. has received 232 votes.

This announcemeni of Lhe state of
the vote by the Presidenl of the Senate
shall be deemed a sufficient declara-
tion of the persons clected President
and Vice President of the United
Stales, cach for the term beginning on
the twentieth day of January. two
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thousand and lwenty one. and shall be
entered. logether with the list of the
vores, on the Journals of the Senate
and House of Representatives,

— 0340

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘T'he whole
number of electors appointed Lo vote
for President of the United States is
538. Within that whole number. a ma-
jority is 270,

The votes for President of the United
States are as lollows:

Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of the Stale of
Delaware has received 306 voles.

Donald J. Trump of the State of Flor-
ida has received 232 votes.

The whole number of elecltors ap-
pointed to vote for Vice President of
the United States is §38. Within that
whole number, 2 majorily is 270.

‘The voles for Vice President of Lhe
United States are as follows:

KaMALA D. HaRmIS of the Stale of
Callfornia has received 306 votes.

Michael R. Pence of the State of Indi-
ana has received 232 voles.

This announcement of the state of
the vole by the President of the Senate
shall he deemed a sufficient declara-
tion of the persons elected President
and Vice President of the United
States, each for the term beginning on
the 20th day of January. 2021, and shall
be entered. tozether wilh Lhe list of the
voles, on Lhe Jowrnals of the Senale
and House of Representalives.,

The Chair now recognizes for Lhe pur-
pose of a closing prayer Lhe 62nd Chap-
Jain of Whe United Stales Senate, Chap-
lain Barry C, Black.

Chaplain BLACK. Lord of our lives
and soversign of our heloved Nation,
we deplore the desecration of Lhe
United States Capitol Building, the
shedding of innocent blood. the loss of
life, and the quaymire of dysfunction
Lhat threalen our democracy.

These tragedies have reminded us
Lthat words matter and that the power
of life and death is in the tongue. We
have been warned thal oternal vigi-
Jance continues Lo he freedom’s price.

Lord. You have helped us rememher
that we need Lo see in each other a
common humanity that reflects Your
image. You have strengthened our re-
solve to protecl and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against
all enemies domeslic, as well as for-
eign.

Use us to bring healing and unity to
a hurting and divided Nalion and
world. Thank You for what You have
blessed our lawmakers to accomplish
in spite of threats Lo liberly.

Bless and keep us. Drive far from us
all wrong desires. incline our hearts to
do Your will. and guide our feel on Lhe
pall of peace. And God bless America.

We pray in Your sovereigh name.

Amen,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The purpose
of Lhe joint session having coneluded,
pursuant Lo Senate Concwrrent Resolu-
tion 1, 117th Congresx, the Chair de-
claras Lhe joint session dissolved,

tThereupon. at 3 o'vlock and H4 min-
utes a.m.. Lhe joint session of the two
Houses of Congress was dissolved.

H115

The SPEAKER pro tltempore (Ms.
JACKSON LEE) Pursuant 1o Senate Con-
current Resolution 1. the electoral vole
will he spread al large upon the Jour-
nal.

——— R —————

ADJOURNMENT

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section StaxInB) of House Reso-
lution 8. the House stands adjourned
until 13 a.m. on Monday., January 1l
2021.

Thereupon (at 3 o'clock and 48 min-
utes a.m. ). under its previous order, the
House adjowrned until Monday. Janu-
ary 11, 2021, at 11 a.m.

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIJI, public
Lills and resolutions of the followiny
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred. as follows:

By My, CLOUD tfor himsell, Mr, ALLEN.
Mr. STECBE, Mr. DAVIDSON. My
BERGMAN, Mr, PALMER, Mr, RUTHER.
FORD, and My, BAIRDY,

H.R. 217, A bl to amend title 38, Unlied
States Code, to divect the Sevretary of Vet-
erany Affaiys to enforce the licenswve re-
guirement for medical providers of the De
partment of Velerans Affairs: to the Com-
mitlee o Veterans' Affairs.

By M, PFLUGER tfor himself. My,
Toxy GoNZALE# of Texas, Mrs. Bick
of Oklahoma. Mpr., JacksoN. Ms
HERRELL, Mr. BamIN, Mr. Roy, My
CRENsHAW, Mr. FaLLoX, and My,
ARRINGTON):

H.R. 218. A bi)) to prohibit the Secretary of
the Interfor and the Secretary of Agriculinte
from Issuing moratoriums on issuing new ofl
angd gas leases and drill permite on vertain
Federal lands: 1o the Committee on Natural
Resowrves, and in additfon to the Commillee
on Agriculture, for a period Lo be subse-
quently determined hy the Speaker. in each
case for conslderation of such provisions ax
fall within the jurisdiction of the conmunitier
concerned.

By Mr. DOGGETT:

H.R. 219. A bill Lo amend the Trade Act of
1474 Lo exclude from eligibility for the gener
alized system of preferences any coullry
thal fails to effectively enforce ity environ-
mental Jaws or meet iis international envi.
ronmental obligations. and for other pur-
poses: Lo the Committee on Ways and Means,

By Mr. EMMER «for himself and Mr.
RobXEY Davis of Hlinoisy:

H.R. 220. A bhill 10 make supplemental ap-
propriations (o varry oul farm stress pro-
arams, provide for expedited additional sup-
port under the fmrm and ranch stresy asslst-
ance network, and for other purposey: to the
Commitiee on Agricullure.

By Ms. ESHOO:

H.R. 221. A bl to amend title 5, United
States Code, to modify the oath of office
taken by Individuals in the civil service o
uniformed services, and of othel putposes: 16
the Committee on Oversight and Reform.

By Ms. ESHOO (for hemwll and A
MCEACHIN):

H.R. 222, A bill to Lreat the Tuesday next
after the fhet Momday in November in the
sanme manner g any legal public holiday for
purposes of Fedeyal employment. and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight aml Reform,

Iy My, ESPAILLAT dtor himself and
My, BIEsy

H.R. 223. A bill o direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to reimingese
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qualified health care providers for the vosts
of purchasing, leasing, Installing, and opes.
ating qualified equipment for cold storawe of
COVID-19 vacelnes: to the Commitiee on En-
ergy and Conuneérve,
By Ms. GARCIA of Texas 1for herself,
Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. BABIN, AIr.
VELA. Ms. Jonuxssox of Texas. Me
JACKSON LEE. Mr. Roy. Mr, VEasky,
Ay, TAYLOR. M1, WILLIAMS of Texas,
ansd Mr. GREEN of Texas):

H.R. 221, A Wil to designate the facilily of
the United States Postal Service lovated at
3302 Galveston Road in Houston. Texas. as
the “Vanessa Guillén Post Offive Building™
(6 the Committee on Overzighl and Reform,

By Mi. GRIFFITH:

H.I. 225, A hill Lo amend chapler 44 of title
18, United States Code. Lo more compreben-
rively address the intersiate transportation
of firearms or ammunition: te the Com-
mittee on Lhe Judiciary,

By M, GRIFFITH:

H.R. 226. A bill to direct the United States
Postal Servive to dezignatle a single, unique
ZIP Code for Fairlawn, Virginia, and for
other purposes: L0 the Committee on Ovelr-
sfght and Retorn,

By M. HASTINGS tfor himsell and
Mps, HAYES)

H.R. 227. A bill to provide dedicated fund-
ing for the national infrastruclure Invest-
ment program and the capital investment
arant program, and [or other purposes: to the
Conunittee on Transportation and Infra-
atrueture. and in addition 1o the Committes
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quentiy determined by the Speaker, in vach
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committes
concerned.

By Mr. LAMALFA:

H.R. 228. A hill to designate the faciliLy of
the United States Postal Service located at
2141 Ferry Street in Anderson. California, ns
the “Norma Conmick Post Offive Building™:
to the Commiltee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 229, A bill 1o amend the Federal Elec-
tion Camnpalen Act of 1971 to prohibil a can-
didate for election for Federal office [rom
using amounts contributed to the can-
didate’s campalen Lo make paviments to ven-
dors owned or controlled by the candidate or
by an immediate family member of the can-
didate: to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration.

By Mt, RUYZ:

H.R. 230. A bill to prohibit the use of funds
provided for the official travel expenses of
Members of Congress and olher offlcers and
employees of the legislative branch for alyr-
fine accommodations which are not coach-
¢lass accommodations. and for other pur-
poses: to Lhe Committee on House Adminls-
tration.

By Mr, RUIZ;

H.R. 231. A bill to prevent the enrichment
of certain Government officers aml employ-
ees o1 their families through Federal junds
or vontracting. and for other purposes: to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 232. A bill to amend the Ethics in Gov-
ernment Acl of 1978 to require Lhe President.
Vice President, and Cabinel-level officers to
release thefr tax returns, and for other pur-
posex: 1o the Committee on Ways and Means.
and in addition to the Committee on Over-
=ight and Reform. for a period to he subse.
quently determined by the Speaker. in each
cage for consfderation of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the vommnittes
converned,

By Me. STEIL for himsell and Ms,
DEaN)

H.R. 233. A hill to amend the Trafficking

Victims Protectfon Act of 2000 to invlude fi-
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nancial eriminal aclvitier associated with
the facilitation ot severe forms of trafficking
In persons within the factors consideryd as
fndicka of serfous and austained efforts to
eliminate severe forms of trafficking in per-
song, and for other purpeses; 1o the Com-
mitter on Forelgn Affalrs,
By Mr. TARAN):

H.R. 23 A hill to amend titde 38, United
States Code, Lo treat certalty individuals who
served in Vietnam ag a member of the arnted
forees of the Republic of Korea as o veteran
of the Armed Forees of the Unjted States for
purposes of the provision of health care by
the Department of Veterans Affairs: to the
Commitiee on Veterans” Affairs,

By Ms, VELAZQUEZ tfor herselt, Mrs,
Canrulys B. MALONEY of New York.
My, Espanlat. Ms. MENG, Mr. NAD-
LER. My, Deasto-Conres. Ms, CLARRE
of New York, My. JEFFRIES, Miss RICE
of New Yutk, and Mr. Svozann

H.R. 235. A bill to authorlze additional
monies to the Public Housing Capital Fund
of the Department of Housing and Urhan De-
velopment. and Jor other purposes: to the
Conunittee on Finanesal Servives,

By Mr, DOGGETT (Joy himself and Mr.
SMITIH of New Jelsey )

H. Res. 20. A resolution expressing support
for the poals and ideals of “National Hyiro-
cephalus Awareness Month™: to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

——

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. the following stalements are sub-
mitted regarding Llhe specific powers
uranted to Congress in Lhe Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying hill or
joint resolution.

By Mr, CLOUD:

H.R, 217,

Congress has Lhe power 1o enacl Lthis lewls-
lation pursuant to the {ollowing:

Article 1, Section 8. Clause 17

»To make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrving into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powets. apnd all other
Powerg veated by Lis Constitution in the
Government of the United States. or in any
Department or Oflicer thereol.”

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 218,

Congress has Uie power 10 enact this legis-
Iation pursuant Lo the following:

Article 1. Section 8

By Mr. DOGGETT:

H.R.219.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
Iation pursuant 1o the followiny:

Atticle 1 Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States of America. The Congress
shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes,
Duties, Imposts and Excises. to pax the
Dehbts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States: hut
all Duties. Imposts and Excises shall hw uni-
fotm throuxhout the United States,

By Mr. EMMER:

H.R. 220,

Congress has the power to ennct thix legis-
lation pursuant Lo the following:

Article 1. Section 8

By Ms, ESHOO:

H.R. 221

Conmress has the power (0 enact Lhin legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of article V1 of the Constitutjon.

In MceCulloch v. Marvland, 17 U.s, 318
(1819, the Supreme Court stated. "Yet he
woulld I chatued with insanjty who should
contend  that the lexislature mlght not
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siperadd to the oath divected by the Con-
stitution such other oath of office as Hs wis.
dom might suggest.”

By Ms. ESHOO:

HR, 22,

Congress has the power (0 etret s lews-
Jation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Seculon 4 of Lhe Constitution

By Mr, ESPAILLAT:

H.R, 223.

Congress has the power Lo enact Lhir legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article One of the Tnited States Constiiu-
tion. section B, clause 18:

The Congress sha!l have Power To make
all Laws which shall be nevesgavy and proper
for carvying into Exceuation the forexoing
Powers. and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in (he Government of the
United States. or in any Deparument or Offl-
cer thereol

By Mz, GARCIA of Texas:

H.R. 224,

Congress has the power to enact this legs-
Iation puwrsuant to the following:

Artivle I, Seetion 8. Clause 7. [The Con-
uress shall have Power ., . .} To establish
Post Offices and post Roads

By My, GRIFFITH:

H.R. 225.

Congreas has the power to ennct this legls-
1ation pursuant o the following:

This bill 18 enacted pursuant to the power
wranted to Congress under Article I, Section
8 of the United Siates Constitution,

By My, GRIFFITH:

H.R. 226,

Conxress bas the power to enact this Jepis-
Iation purmuant te the following:

This LI {s enacted pursuant to the power
wmranted to Congress under Article 1, Seclion
8. Cinuge 7 of the United States Constitution,

By Mr. HASTINGS:

H.R. 227,

Congreas has the power Lo enact this legls.
Intion purgnant to the following:

Articie ), Section 8

By My, LaMALFA:

H.R. 228.

Congress has the power Lo enacl this Jeuts.
Iation pursuant to the following:

Articie 1, Section 8

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 229,

Congress has Lhe power to enact this legls-
latlon putsuanl to the following’

Article 1. section 8. Clauses 1 aml 18 of the
United States Constitution. to provide for
the uzeneral welfare and make all laws nee-
essary and proper to carry oul the powers of
Conuress,

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 230.

Congress has the power to enact Lhis Jegix.
latlon pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8. Clavses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution, to provide for
the zeneral welfare and make alt laws nee-
eesary and proper to ¢arry out the powers of
Conguresa,

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 231,

Congress has the power to enact this Jegis.
lation pursuant to the following:

Articie 1, xection 8, Clausex 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution. to provide for
the peneral welfare and make alt laws nec-
essary am! praper to carey out the powers of
Congrress,

By My, RUIZ:

H.R. 232

Conyress has the power to enact this leygis.
lation pursuant to the following:

Artivle 1. wection 8. Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution, 1o provide f{or
the general wellnre and make all laws necs
essary and proper (0 carry out (he powers of
Congress,
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By Alr, STEIL:
H.R. 233,
Conglese has the powed th epact Uhis Jemis-
Iation pursuant to Lhe following:
Artivle L Section 8 Clawse 3 of the United
states Conatitution
By M PTAKANO:
H.R. 234,
Congress has the power 10 vnact this leyis-
lation pursuant 1o the followlnee:
Article I Section 8
By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:
H.R, 235,
Congress hax tie power to enact this Jesis-
lation pursuant Lo the followine:
Arttele I, Section 8, Clause |
The Congress shall have Power to, . . pro-
vide for Whe ... general Welfare of (e
United Statex, . .

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule X11. zponsors
were added 1o public hills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 24: Mr. BURGESS.

H.R. 28: My, BaLbERsoN, My, BANKEsS, M
BILARARES, My Conk, Mr, RobXey Davis of It-
linois. My, DIAZ-BALART. Mr. FLEISCHMANN,
My, GROTIIMAX. Mr. GUTHRIE. Mys, HINsON.
M. JoHNSON of South Dakola, My, LAMALFA,
Mr. LATTA, My, AMCHERRY. dMrs. RovGens of
Washington, Mr. PFLUGER. D, RISHIERFORD,
My, SCEWEIKERT, Mr. WRIGHT. aml e,
STAURRR.

H.R. 40: dir. Prite of North Carolina, Mr,
CASTRO of Texas, My, ToRKEx of New York,
andd Mr. SMITH of Washington.

H.R. 511 Mr. HAsTINGS,

H.RB. 82 My, KINZINGER, My, PRICE of Notth
Carolinq. and M, BURGENS,
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H.R. 97 A= WD, Ms. EsHoo, My
CARDENSS, My, JunN=o8 of Georgin. Mr
VARGAS, My, MEERS, Ms, CLARKE of New
York. Mr. Evass, Ms, KBLLY of Illinois, Mr.
KHANNA. Mr. GRIJALVA, A8, MOCOLLUM, Mrs.
LAWRENCE, Mr. Liv, Mz PINGREE, JMa.
Exconatt, Mr. HastTINGs, My, RAsEm Ms
Bass, M. PAYNE, AMr. BLUMENAUER, Mis.
WaATRON COLEMAN, My, TRONE, My, RUSH. Mr.
PocaN, Mi. Brows, Mr, TOXKO, Ms, SCANLON,
Al LOWENTHAL. Ms, MENe. M Coopenr. Ms.
LorFciieN, Mys, TRANAN, Als. CHU, Miw. Cano-
YN B, MALONEY of New York, Mi. BEVER,
My, MALINOWSEL Ms, DEAN, Mz, SPEIER. Mr.
Conps, amd My, LEVIN of Michigan,

H.R. 178 My, SCHAROWSKY, My, BASTINGS,
Alr, Svazzi, Ms, NoRTON, and Ms, GARCIA of
Texas,

Holo Res, I Ale, HERN, M. LaHoob, My,
WRIGHT, M. FUnenkEg. Mr. DoxalLbs, Mr,
DURCHETT, and dMes, WAGKER,
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The Senate met atl 12:30 p.m. and was
called Lo order by the President pro
Lempore (Mr, GRASSLEY).

———— T ——

PRAYER

The Chapiain, Dr. Bary C. Black. of-
fered the following prayver:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, have vompassion on
us with Your unfafling love. As our
lawmakers prepare to formally certify
the votes cast by the electoral college.
he present with them, Guide our legis-
lators with Your wisdom and truth as
they seek to meel the requirementls of
the U.S, Constitution. Lord. inspire
them to selze this opportunity to dem-
onstrate to the Nation and world how
the democratic provess can Le done
properly and in an orderly manner.
Help them Lo vemember that history is
a faithful stenographer. and so are
You.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

S ———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance. as follows:

1 pledye alleglance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
tie for which it stands, one nation under Gl
indivisible, with lberty amd Justice for all.

RESERVATION OFF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER Mr.
LANKFORD), Under the previous order.
the leadership time is reserved,

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFIFICER. Under
the previcus order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak Lherein
for up to 3¢ minutes each.

Senate

REPORT OFF THE SKCRETARY OF
THE SENATE
The PRESIDING OFPICER laid be-
fore the Senale the following letter
from Llhe Secretary of the Senale.
which was orlered to He on the table:

DEAR Mit. PRESIDENT: On Tuesday, January
5, 221, the Presldent of the United States
sent by messenger the atlached sealed enve-
lope addressed Lo Lhe President of the Senate
dated Jattuary 5. 2021, zaid (o coniain a2 mes-
sawe tezarding additionnl steps addressing
the threat posed by applications and other
software developed or controlled by Chinese
companies, The Senatle not Lreine in session
on the day which the President delivered
this message. I aceepted the message at 5:00
pan. and I now present ta you the Presi-
dent’s message, with the accompanying pa-
pets, for disposition by the Senate.

Reapectiully.
JULIE A, ADAMS,
Svcrelury of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER., Tho Sen-
ator from Iowa.

A N —

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 11

Mr. GRASSLEY. My, President. 1 un-
derstand there is a bill at Lhe desk that
is due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bil} 1S, 11 to provide for an exveption to
a Hmitation azainst appointment of persons
a5 Secrelary of Defense within seven years of
velief from agtive duly as a regular comnis-
stoned officer of the Armed Foyces,

Mr. GRASSLEY. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV. I would object to
its further reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Objec-
tion having been heard. the hill will be
placed on the calendar.

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 13

Mr, GRASSLEY. Mr, President. 1 un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk. and
1 ask for its first reading.

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A BI85, 13 to establish an advisoyy com.
mittee 10 make recommendations on im-
provements to the security, intexrity, and
administration of Federal eleclions.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President. | now
ask unanimous consent for a second
reading. and in order to place the hill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule X1V. I object Lo my own requesl.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ohjec-
tion having been heard. the 1ill will re-
ceive its second reading on Lhe next
legislative day.

JOINT SESSION OF THE TWO
HOUSES—COUNTING OF ELEC-
TORAL BALLOTS

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the provisions of S. Con. Res. 1. the
Senate will now proceed as a body Lo
the Hall of Lhe Housze of Representa-
Lives for the counling of the electoral
bhallots.

Thereupon. Lhe Senate. at 12:51 p.m..
preceded by the Secretary of the Sen-
ate., Julie E. Adams. and the Deputy
Sergeant al Arms. Jemnifer Heming-
way. proceeded to the Hall of the House
of Representalives for the puwrpose of
counting electoral ballots.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Pursuant to
S. Con. Res. 1 and section 17. title 11,
U.S. Code. when the Lwo Houses with-
draw from the joint session to count
the elecloral vole for separate consid-
eralion of an objection. a Senalor may
speak to Lhe objection for 5 minutes
antl not more Lthan once, Debate shall
not esceed 2 hours. after which the
Chafr will pul the gquestion: Shall Lhe
objeciion be sustained?

® This “bullet”” symbot identifies statements ot insertions which are not spoken by
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The clerk will report the objection
made in Lhe joint session,

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Objection from Represemtative Gusae (tony
Arvizona and Senator CrUZ and others, “We. a
Member of the House of Representatives and
a United States Senator, object (o the coant-
tny of the elecloral vatexs of the State of Ari-
zona on the eround that they were not, under
all of the known clreamstances, regularly
riven.”

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader is recognized.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. McCONNELIL. Mpr. President. |
ask unanimous congent thatl the major-
ity leader and the Democralic leader
he allowed to speak and that following
their remarks. the majority leader and
the Democralic leader each control up
to 1 hour of debale time and bhe author-
ized to yield up to 3 minutes of that
time Lo any Senator seekinyg recouni.
tion. Furthet. 1 ask unanimous conzent
that the Senators be permitted to in-
sert statenients into the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. JIs there
objection?

Without objection. it is so ordered.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

——LRr—~
CHALLENGE TO THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE

Mr. MCCONNELL. My, Presldent, we
are debating a step thal has never heen
taken in American history: whether
Congress should overrule the volers
and overturn a Prestdential election,

1 have served 36 vears in Lhe Senale.
‘This will be the most jmportant vote |
have ever cast,

President Trump claims the election
was stolen. The assertions range from
specific local allexations., to constitu-
tional arguments. lo sweeping con-
splracy theories, I supported the Presi-
dent’s right to use Lhe legal system,
Dozens of lawsuits received hearings in
courtrooms all across our country, hut
over and over, courts rejected Lhese
claims. including all-star judges whom
the President himself nominated.

Evary election. we know, features
some illegality and irregularity. and.
of comse. that is unacceplable.

1 support strong State-led voting re-
forms, Lasl yeal's bizarre pandemic
procedures must not become the new
norm. Bul. my colleagues. nothing be-
fore us proves illegality anywlere near
the massive scale—Lthe massive scale
that would have (ipped the enlire elec-
tion. nor can public doubl alone justify
a radical hreak when the douln itself
wag incited withoul any evidence,

The Constitution gives us lere in
Congress a limited role. We cannot
simply declare owrselves a nationa)
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hoard of elections on steroids, The vot-
ers, the courts, and the States have all
spoken. They have all spoken, If we
overrule them. it would damage our
Republic forever,

This elecltion actually was nol unusu-
ally close, Just in recent history. 1976.
2000. and 2001 were all closer than this
one. The electoral college margin is al-
most identical to what {t was in 2016. If
Lthis election.were overturned by mere
allegations from the losing side. our
democracy would enter a death spiral.
We would never see the whole Nation
aceept an election again, Every 4 yvears
would be a scramble for power al any
cost. The electoral collere. which most
of us on this siile been have defending
for years. would cease Lo exist, leaving
many of our States with no real say at
all in choosing a President.

The effects would go even beyond the
elections themselves, Self-govermment.
my colleagues, requires a shaved com-
mitment Lo the truth and a shared re-
spect for the ground rules of our sys-
tem. We cannol keep drifting apart
into two separate tribes with a sepa-
rate set of facts and separate realities
with nothing in common except our
hosLility loward each other and mis-
trust for the few nalional institutions
Lthat we all still share.

Every time—every time in the last 30
yvears thal Democrals have lost a Pres-
idential race, they have tried a chal-
lenge just like this—after 2000, after
2004. and after 2016. After 2004. a Sen-
ator joined and forced the same debate.
And. believe 1L or nol. Democrats like
Harry Reid. DicR DuusIix, and Hillary
Clinton praised—praised and applauded
the slunt.  Republicans condemned
those baseless efforts back then, and
we just spent 4 years condenmninyg
Democrats’ shameful attacks on the
validity of President Trump’s own elec-
tion. So Lhare can be ne douhle stand-
ard. The media lhat is oulraxed Loday
spent 4 years adding and abetting the
Democrats' attacks on owr Institulions
after Lhey lost.

But we must not imitate and escalate
whal we repudiale. Qur duty is to gov-
etn for the public good. The United
States Senate has a higher calling than
an endless spiral of partisan vengeance.

Congress wiil efther overrule the vot-
ers. the States, and the courls for the
first time ever or honor the people’s de-
cision, We will elther gunarantee Demo-
crals’ delegitimizing efforts after 2016
Became a permanent new routine for
bolh sides or declare that ouwr Nation
deserves a lot hetter than thisz, We will
either hasten down a poisonous path
where only the winners of elections ac-
tually acuept the results or show we
can still muster the patriotic courage
that our forebears showed not only In
victory but in defeat,

The Framers built the Senate to stop
shorl-termy passions from bolling over
and melting the foundations of our Re-
public. So 1 believe prolecting our con-
stitutional order requires respecting
the limits of our own power. It would
he unfair and wrony to disenfranchise
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Amerlcan  volers and overrule the
courts and Lhe States on this extraor-
dinarily thin basis, and 1 will not pre-
lend such o vole would be a harmless
prolest gesture while relyving on others
10 do Lhe right thihy, I will vote Lo re-
spect the people’s decision and defensl
our system of government as we Know
it.

——LL R ——
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratie leader is recognized.

CHALLENGE TO THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Vice President.
as prescribed by Lhe Constitution and
the laws of the Nittion. the purpose of
this joint session is for Lellers. ap-
pointed on a bipartisan basis by the
two Houses, Lo read Lo the Congress the
results of an election thal has already
happened. We are here Lo receive an an-
nouncement of a vote that has already
heen certified by every State in the
Union and confirmed by the courts
many times—many times over. We are
here to waleh the current Vice Presi-
dent open envelopes and receive the
news of a verdict that has aiready been
rendered. It is a solemn and august oc-
casion. o doubt. hut it is a formality.

The Congress does not determine the
outcome of elections: the people do.
The Congress is not endowed with the
power Lo administer elections: owr
States are given that power.

By the end of the proceedings today.
thare will he confirmed once again
someathing that is well known and well
setlled: The American people elecled
Joe Biden and KAMALA HARRIS to be
the nexi President and Vice President
of the United States. Yel a numbesr of
our colleagues have organized an effort
to undermine and object to that free
and fair election, They are in the mi-
nority. They will Jose: they know that.
They have no evidence of witdespread
voler firaud upon which to base their
objections. Thal is because there is
none, There is none, not brought bhefore
any of the courts suceessfully.

They know that President Trump
and his allies have suffered a defeat in
court aftey court across the country.
losing no fewer than 62 legal chal-
lenges. And. I might add. many Repub-
{fean-appointed  judges—some  ap-
pointed by President Trump—renderecl
those decisions.

They know—you all know—Lhat Joe
Biden and KaMaLA HARRIS are going Lo
be sworn in as President and Vice
President of the United Slates on Jan-
uary 20. but they are going Lo abject to
Lhe counting of the vote anyway. and
in the process, they will embarrass
themselves, they will embarrass Lheir
patrty, and worst of all, Ltheyr will em-
harrass thely country.

This ingurrection was fortunately
disvouwraged by Llhe leadership of the
majority party. hut it was not quelled.
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It is a very sad comment on our times
that merely accepling the results of an
election is considered an act of polit-
feal courage. Sadder and more dan-
werous stdll is the fact that an element
of the Republican Party believes their
political viability hinges on the en-
dorsement of an atlempted coup. that
anyone—much less an elected official—
would he willing to tarnish omr democ-
racy 1o order to burnish thetr personal
political fortunes.

Over the vourse of the afternoon and
however far into the evening this band
of Republic objectors wants to take us.
Senators of xood will from Loth sides of
the aisle will explain why Lhese c¢hal-
lengex must he dismissed, The Senators
from States whose electoral votes are
heing challenged will explain how (he
allegations of fraud are haseless, Al a
substantial bipartisan majority must
vole Lo put down Lhese chjections and
tlefend the sanctily of our elections and
indeed—and indesd—our great and
grand democracy because that is what
we are Lalking about today: the health
of power democracy. this wonderful,
beauliful. grand democracy where the
peaceful passing of (he torch s
extolled by schoolchildren in the sec-
ond grade hut not by some here.

Ax we speak. half of our volers are
bheing conditioned by the oulgoing
President Lo helieve that when his
party loses an election. the resulls
must nol be legilimate.

As we speak. the eves of the world
are on this Chamber. questioning
whether America is still the shining
example of democracy. the shining city
on the Hill.

Whal message will we send today Lo
ourr people, to the world that has so
looked up to us for centuries? What
message will we send to fledgling de-
moeracies who study our Coustitution.
mirror our laws and traditions in the
hopes that they. too. can build a coun-
try ruled by the consent of the gov-
ermed?

What message will we send Lo Lhose
countries where democralic values are
under assault and look to us Lo see if
those values are still worth fighting
for?

What message will we gend to every
dark comer of the world where human
rights are hetrayed. elections are sto-
lens. human dignity denied?

What will we show those people? Will
we show those people that there is a
hetter way to ensure liberty and oppor-
tunity of humankind?

Sadly. a small band of Republican ob-
jectors may darken the view of our de-
mocracy today. but a larger group of
Senators and House Members from
hoth sides of the aisle can send a mes-
sage. Loo: that demouracy beats deep in
the hearts of our vitizens and our elect-
ed representatives: thal we are a coun-
try of laws and of not men: thal our
traditions are nol so easily discarded.
aven by our President: thal facts mal-
ter: Lhal truth matters: that while de-
mocracy nllows free gpeech and free ex-
pression. even if hat expression  is
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antidemocratic. there will always. al-
ways he—prafse God—a far broader and
stronger coalition ready to push back
and defend everything we hold dear.

We can gend that message loday by
voting in large and overwhelming num-
bers Lo defeatl these objections. My col-
leagues. we each swore an oalh just 3
days ago Lhat we would defend and sup-
port the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic: that we wonld hear true faith
and allegiance to the same.

‘\\'e swaore that we took this obliga-
tion freely. withoul any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion. and
thal we could well and faithfully dis-
charge Lhe duties of the offive we were
about to enter. g0 help us God.

The precise words of thal cath were
shortly written after the Civil War.
when the iden of true faith and alle-
wiance to this country and its Con-
stitution took on enormous meaning,
Let those words ring in the ears of
every Senator today. Let us do our
duty to supporlt and defend the Con-
stitution of the Unitled States. so help
us Godl,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
jeader.

Mr. MCcCONNELL. My, President, 1
yvield up to 5 minutes to the Senator
firom Texas. Senator CRUZ.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President. we gather
together at a moment of great division.
at a moment of great passion. We have
seen and, no doubt. will continue to see
a great dea) of moralizing from both
sides of the aisle. hut I would urge lo
both sides perhaps a bit less certitude
and a bit more recognition that we are
gathered at a time when democracy fs
in crisis.

Recen! polling shows that 39 percent
of Americans belleve the election that
just occurred -was rigged.” You may
not agree with that assessment, but it
fs. nonetheless. a reality for nearly halfl
the countyy.

I would note it is nol just Repub-
licans who believe that, Thirty-one
percent of Independents agree with
that statement. Seventeen percent of
Democrals believe the election was
rigged. Even if you do nol share that
conviction, it is Lhe responsibility. 1
believe. of this office Lo acknowledge
that Is a profound threat to this coun-
try and to the legilimacy of any ad-
ministrations that will come in Lhe fu-
ture.

1 want Lo Llake & moment to speak Lo
my Democratic colleagues. I under-
gtand, Your guy s winning right now.
If Democtals vote as a bloe. Joe Biden
will almost certainly he certified as
the next President of the United
Stales.

1 want to speak (o the Republicans
who are considering voling againgi
these objections. 1 understand your
voncerns, hut 1 urge you to pause and
think: What does it say to the nearly
half the country thal helieves Lhis elec-
tion was rigged if we vote not even lo
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consider the claims of illezality and
fraud in this election?

And 1 belfeve there is a belter way.
The leaders just spoke aboul setting
aside the election. Letl me he clear. 1
am not arguing for setting aslde the re-
sult of this eleclion. All of us are faced
with two choicves. holh of which are
lousy. One chiofce is vole against the
objection. and tens of millions of
Americans will see a vote against the
objection as a statement that voler
fraud doesn’t matler. isn't rveal, and
shouldn’t bLe taken seriously. And a
¥reat many of us don’t helieve that.

On the other hand, most., if not all, of
us helieve we should not set aside the
results of an election just because our
candidate may not have prevailed. So |
endeavored to look for door No. 8. a
Lhird option. and for thal I looked to
history. Lo the precedent of the 1876
election. the Hayves-Tilden elecbion,
where this Congress appointed an elec-
toral commission to examine claims of
voter fraud.

Five House Members. five Senators,
five Supreme Courlt Justices examined
the evidence and rendered a judgment,
What I would urge of this body is Lhal
we do the same: thal we appoint an
electoral commission to conduct a 10-
day emergency audit. consider the evi-
dence, and resolve the claims.

For those in the Democralic aisle
who say there is no evidence, Lhey have
Heen rejected. then you should rest in
comfort. If thal is Lhe case, an elec-
toral commission would reject lhose
claims,

But for those who respect lhe voters,
simply telling the voters. **Go jump in
a lake: the fact that you have deep con-
cerns iz of no momenl to us,” thal
jeopardizes. I believe. the legitimacy of
this and subsequent elections.

The Constitution gives Lo Congress
Lhe responsibility Lhis day to count the
votes. The Framers Knew whal they
were dolng when they gave responsibil-
itles Lo Congress. We have a responsi-
bility. and T would urge thal we follow
the precedent of 1877. The Electoral
Count Act explicitly allows objections
such as this one for votes that were not
regularly wiven.

Let me be clear. This objection §8 for
the State of Arizona. but it is broader
than that. It s an objection for all six
of the contested States Lo have a cred-
{hle, objective. impartial body hear the
evidence and make a conclusive deter-
mination. That would benefit hoth
gides. That would improve the legit-
imacy of this cleclion,

So let me urge my colleagues: All of
us take our responsibility seriously. I
would urge my colleagues: Don't Lake,
perbaps.  the casy path. but, instead.
acl together. Astonish the viewers and
act in a Dipartisan sense to say we wil
have a credible and fair tribunal. con-
sider the claihms, consider the facts.
vonsider the evidence, and make a con-
clusive determination whether and to
what extent this election complied
with Lthe Constitution and with Federal
law,
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My, SCHUMER. Senalor KLOBUCH.

The VICE PRESIDENT. T!flonsgﬁ;::(ér
from Minnesota.

_Ms, KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President. 1
first would like to say I appreciate the
words of our leader. Senalor SCHUMER.
ax well as Senalor MeCONNELL'R call
for a hizher calling.

January 6 is not tyvpically a day of
historical significance for our country,
For centuries, this day is simply the
day that we receive each State's cer-
tified electoral votes. and it has come
and gone without much fanfare,

In fact. this is only the third time in
120 vears that the Senate has gathered
Lo debate an objection. and as Senator
Cruz well knows, both times these ob-
Jections were resoundingly <efeated.
The last time the vote was 74 to 1,

Why? Because Senators have long be-
lieved that they should not mess
around with the will of the people.
They have understood Lthe words of cur
greal former colleague John MeCain
from the Stale of Arizoma. who once
said that nothing in life is move liber-
ating than to fight for a cause larger
than yourself,

In this case. my colleagues. our
cause, despite our political differences,
is Lo preserve our American democ-
racy, to preserve our Republic because,
as someone once said long aro. it is a
republic if you can keep it,

Now. I appreciate all my Democratic
and Republican colleagues who have
joined our ranks of coup fighters., who
have stood up for our democracy. who
stand tall for our Republic. and who be-
lieve in an ideal greater than ourselves.
larger than our political parties. ‘That
fdeal is America,

And Senator CrUZ. he knows this: On
January 20. Joc Biden and KaMALA
HARRIS will be sworn in as President
and Vice President of the United
States. He knows that President-Elecl
Biden won more votes than any Presi-
dent in history and more than 7 million
more voles than President Trump.

Despite the unfounded conspiracy
theories Senator CRUZ tells. he knows
vhal high-ranking officials in President
Trump's own Homeland Security De-
prriment have concluded that the 2020
election was "the most secute in Amer-
jcan history.”

1f he wants to improve the numbers
in his own party that he just men-
tionedl of people believing in our elec-
tions, maybs he should starlt con-
sulting with them or maybe he should
start consulting with former Atlorney
General Barr. who said thal he has
found no evidence of widespread fraud
in the 2020 election.

We don't have to go back to 1877. my
colleazues. Senalor CREZ knows that 80
judges. including conservative judges,

Including judges confirmed in  this
Chamber. nominated by President

Tpump. bave thrown oul these law-
suits, calling them baseless, inad-
equate, and contrary both to the plain
meaning of the constitutional Lext and
ommon sense,

And he knows that all 10 living De-
fense Secrelaries. including Voth of
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Trump's  Defense  Secretaries—Dick
Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld. William
Cohen—nhe knows that all of these lead-
ers have come logether to say that
Lhese scurrilous attacks on our democ-
racy must stop and we must allow for
a peaceful Lransition of power,

Senator SINEMA will fill you in on the
specific facts as Lo why this election
was sound and true in Arizona, but a
summary: President Trump received
1.661.686 voles in the Stale: Presjdent-
Elect Biden won 1.672.143 votes. mean-
ing that he won the Stite hy 10,457
voles,

Cn November 30, after Arizona's Re-
publican Governor. the secretary of
slate, the altorney rpeneral, and the
conservative chief justice of the Arj-
zona Supreme Courl certified the re-
sults of the election. the Governor ac-
Lually safd:

We do elevtions well here in Arvizona. The
system s strong,

Eight postelection lawsuils brought
in Arizona Lo challenge the resulils
were dismissed by judges. Nine Mem-
Lers of the House from Arizona were
elected {n the same election. including
fourr Republicans, Colleagues. I did not
see Senator CRUZ over al Lhe swearing-
in al the House of Representatives last
Sunday asking for an audit. He did not
stop their swearing-in because there
was no fraud. and he did not ask for an
audil because we had a fair election.

1 will end with this, My friend Roy
BLUNT. my fellow Rules Commitlee
Jeader. many years ago found a stalue,
a bust of a man al the top of a book-
case, He did research. He went Lu the
historians. All he could find out was
that no one knew who thls guy was ex-
cepl that he was a cleric. Hence. the
stabue is cadled “The Unknown Cleric.”

Now. at the time. our leaders thought
this man impartant enough that they
would warrant a statue for him. hut
today no one knows who he is. Senator
BLUNT'S message to schoolkids and
Senators alike that visit his office.
when he shows Lhem the statue: What
we o here §s more important than who
we are.

Senators. what matters is not our fu-
tures. not owr own short-term des-
tinies.

What matters is our democtacy’s des-
tiny because 1 \hink many of us know
people will not know who we are 100
vears from now or 200 years firom how.
but what they will know is this: They
will know what we did today, how we
voted today. That is more important
than who we are. It is a Republic, if we
can keep il.

Thank you. Mr. President.

1 yield Lhe floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I yleld up to &
minutex to Lhe Senator from Penusyl-
vania. Senalor TOOMEY.

‘Mie VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Pennzylvania.

My, TOOMEY. 1 intend later to ad-
dress (he specifies of Pennsylvania it
anid when an objeclion is raised in re-
gard to Pennsylvania,
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For now. I want to address my re-
marks to what 1 think Iz the funda-
{nenlul question being posed Ly the ob-
jectors, and that iz, does Congress have
the vonstitutional aulhorily to decide
which States' electoral college votes
shiould be counted and which should
not based on how well we think they
an their elections? This is what the
ohjectors are really asking us to do—to
federalize elections by rejecting elec-
toral college votes from States whose
processes they say Lhey disapprove of
and thereby having Congress select Lhe
President of the United States instead
of the American people.

The answer. Mpr., President. is no.
there is no such authority under the
Constitution. The Constitution assigns
to Lhe Stales {he responsibility to con-
duct elections. It Is clear in article H,
section 1. It leaves courts with the re-
gponsibility to adjudicate disputes, and
il asgigns to Congress the ministerial
function ol counting ballots, except for
exlreme circumstances. such as when a
State sends competing slates of elec-
1ors Lo Congress. which brings me to
the 1877 President.

Some objectors claim to merely want
a commission to comtuct an audit and
then let States decide whether to send
eleclors, Well, first, the situations are
not at all analogous.

in 1877. Congress had before iL two
slates of electors from several States,
There are no Trump eleclors from
swing States: there are just Biden elec-
tors.

Second. legislators from the swing
States—they have already spoken.
T'hey have made their decigion. They
have chosen not to send us alternative
eleclors.

Third. a commission—really? It is
completely impractical, and we all
know it. with 14 days to go before a
conslitutionally mamndaled inaugura-
tion.

Look al it this way: If the electors
are right and it is Congress’s Job to siL
in judgment on the worthiness of the
States electoral processes. what is the
criteria for acceptable electoral proc-
eyses? What Investipalions have baeen
conducted of these provesses? What
body bas deemed thal certain States’
processes are unacceptable? What op-
portunities were Lhese Stales given Lo
challenge the findings? Why are the ob-
jectors objecting only lo swing States
that President Trump lost? What about
the ones he won? 1 don’t know-—North
Carolina? What about California? They
have hallot harvesting. I am told. If
this is all supposed to be Congress's
job, you would think we would have an-
swers Lo lhese questions and proce-
dures in place because we woull have
done this every 41 vears, right? But we
don’t because it is not our joh.

1f we adopl this new precedent that
we =it in Judgment of Stales’ processes,
then we are federalizing the election
law. We would necessarily have Lo ex-
tablish the permissible criteria and
rules for the Stales’ elections,

The ballot harvesting example—il is
illegal in some States: il is encowraged
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forbidden depending on who is in con-
tral of Congress? And. as the leader
pointed oul. it would he the end of the
electoral collexe, The electoral college
is the mechanism by which the people
select the President, Bul if Congress
¥ets 1o decide which States vet to vote
in the electoral college, then clearly
Congress is electing the President. not
the people. Whichever party vontrols
both Houses of Congress would control
the Presidency.

The public would never tolerate Con-
gress picking the President instead of
themeelves. so they would abolish the
electoral college, as many of our ¢ol-
leagues would like to do. and Lhe end of
the electoral ¢ollege. of course. means
the Nation will he governed by a hand-
ful of big blue Stales and regions that
ean drum up very large nombers.

Mr. President. the Constitution does
not assign Lo Congress the responsi-
bhility 1o judze Lhe worthiness of State
election processes nor its adherence Lo
its rules. That is the responsibility of
the Stales and Lhe courts.

Lel me conclude with this, 1 voled
for President Trump. I publicly en-
dorsed President Trump. I campaigned
for President Trump., I did not want
Joe Biden Lo win this election. There is
gomething more important to me than
having my preferred candidate sworn
in as the next President. and that is to
have the American people’s chosen can-
didate sworn in as the next President.

A fundamental defining feature of a
democratic republic is the right of the
people Lo elect their own leaders, It is
now our daty. It is our responsibility
to ensure thal righl is respected in this
election and preserved for future elec-
tions. 1 wrge you Lo vole against this
objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘I'he Demo-
eratic leader,

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President. lhe
Senator from the great State of Ari-
zona. Senalor SINEMA,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Arizona.

Ms. SINEMA. Thank you. M. Presi-
dent.

1 rige Loday to share the facls aboul
Arizona's recent election and Lo urge
my colleagues to step away from divi-
sive political rhetoric and step towards
renewing Amerieans’ faith in our de-
mocracy.

The 2020 Arizona election was n suc-
vess, not for any one party or indi-
vidnal but as a demonstration of the
will of the volers. A record 80 percent
of reyjstered voters partivipated,
thanks lo loval Arizona election offi-
cials who ensured our system worked
and our laws were upheld. Arizona has
offered early voling for more than 100
years, and our vole-hy-mail system in-
cludes strict safeguards, All ballots in-
clude tracking mechanisms and tam-
per-resistant envelopes, Election staff
are Lrained to authenlie signalures.
And Arizona imposes severe criminal
punishments for ballov tampering,

The Arizona election produced bipar-
tisan results in which members of both
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in others, Does it become mandatory or

patties wob races, and lhese resulls
have heen confirmed by stakeholders
across the politival spectrum.

‘The Republican chairman of the Mar-
fropn County Board of Supervisors
said:

No matter liow vou voted, this election
war  administered  with  integrity.,  trans-
parency. and . . . i aceordanee with Avizona
State laws,

The Republican speaker of the Arj-
zona State House rejected calls for the
legislature 10 overturn the election,
saying:

As a conservative Republican, 1 don't like
the resullz of the presidential election . .
but T eannot and will not entertain a suggesy
ton that we violate current law o change
the oulcome,

Eight challenges contesting the Ari-
zona cleclion were brought Lo Federal
and State courts. All eight were with-
arawn or dismissed, fncluding a unani-
mous ruling by Lhe Arizona Supreme
Court. ‘The chief justice wrole;

IThe] challenge falls Lo presenl any evis
denee of “mizeonduct.” [or] “1lezal votes”
, . . let alone extablish any degree of framl oy
a sufticient error rate that would undermine
the certainty of the vlection results,

During a recent committee hearing., 1
asked a simple question of the former
Director of Cyhersecurity and Infra-
stracture Security: DIA he find any evi-
dence disputing lhe integrity o fair-
ness of Arizona's election? His answer
was simple; "“No.”

Arizona and our 15 counties should be
congratulated for running a secure
election, Perhaps the most heartening
demonstration of Arizona's election
suceess is  Jocelyn from  Phoenix,
Jocelyn is 18 years old and was a first-
time voter in 2020. So was Rachel from
Tueson and thousand motre Arizonans
who for the first time exercised their
constitutional right Lo decide their
own leaders. Today's challenge to Ari-
zona's election fails any factual anal-
vsis, More disturbingly, il seeks to rob
Jocelyn and Rachel and more than 3
million Arizonans of a free. falr elee-
tion.

Those of us who are trusted with
elected office are first and foremost
public servants, We serve our constitu-
ents. We do not seek Lo substilute our
personal ambitions for the will of the
American people, Our system allows
for a continuous contest of ideas. And
those volers who support the losing
gide of a free, fair election have not
bheen disenfranchiged: rather. they
maintain just as important a voice in
Anerica’s fulure. Leaders have a duty
Lo serve all of our constiluents. includ-
ing those who voted for other can-
didates,

Greatl leaders in out history faced the
choice of whether to take an action
strenglhening our democravy even if a
different. action would hetter serve
their political ambitions. Many ave re-
vered Loday because they chose our Re-
public over their self-interests. includ-
ing my personal hero. Senator John
MeCain., Following his  Presidential
Joss, Senator MeCain said:

S17

The American prople have spoken , . . Sen-
ator Obanta and 1 have . , . argued our dif-
ferences. and he hax mrevailed . . . Whatever
our differences. we are fellow Amerieans.

He gpoke to the nearly 60 million
Americans who voted for him, saying:

It 1 natural tonizht 1o feel some dis-
appointient, but tomorrow we must move
beyond it and work tozether 1o get our coun-
{ry moving ascain,

Senalor McCain was right,

Today we have serious, significant
work to do beating this pandemic and
reviving our economy. I urge my col-
leagues to follow the example of Sen-
ator John McCain and so many others,
reject this meritless challenze, and up-
hold the will of Arizona’s voters,

Thank you,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

Mr., McCONNELL. Mr, President, 1
yvield up to 5 minutes 1o the Senator
from Oklahoma. Senalor LAKKFORD.

The VICKE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Oklahoma,

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President. in
Anmerica, we settle our differences In
elections. What happens if you don’t
trust the election count or you are con-
cerned Lthat so many courts denied or
dismissed cases within hours after they
wore given thousands of pages of evi-
dence?

The yeason we have a Congress lo
setlle our Natfon's divisfons and the
rules of the Senate make sure that
every opinion in the Nation is heard is
so issues like Lthis can be addressed.

The constitutional crisis in our coun-
wy right now is that millions of Amer-
icans are being told to sit down and
shut up. Thelr opinions matter.

During the electoral challenxe on
January 6. 2005, Senator Ted Kennedy
stood on Lhis floor and said this. He
said:

I coninend the many thousands of citizens
in Massachusetts and other Siates who in-
slsted that treating today's electoral vote
count In Congress as a meaninglexs ritual
would Le an msult to our democtacy unless
we register our own prolest against the obvi-
ously-flawed voting process thal took place
in 80 many Siates. We are hopeful that this
major igsue that goes Lo the heart of our de-
moeracy is now firmly implanted on the
axzenda for effective action by . . . Congrers,

1 agree. The U.S. Constitution does
not allow me to assign different elec-
tors Lo a State. nor should it. The U.S.
Constitution does not give the option
Lo the Vice President of the United
States to Just unilaterally decide
which States are in and oub. and it
should not. Each State decides ils elec-
tors Lhrough its people.

A small group of Senators. including
myself. have demanded Lhat we not ju-
nore Lhe guestions thal millions of peo-
ple are asking in our Nalion. so we
have proposed a constitutional solu-
tion. Pause the count. Gel more facts
to the States before January the 20lh.
We proposed a 15-member vommission.
just like what was done after the failed
election of 1876, We are encouraging
people to spend 10 davs poing Lhrough
all the issues wo Stales can have one
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last opportunity to address any chal-
lenges. Then e States. as the Con-
stitution directs. woulldl make the fina)
decision on (heir vlectors,

T have rome colleagues who have said
lpnl a 10-day commission is not enough
time, so they have counterproposed
just fgnoring the Hngering questions,

We need to do something,

(Mr., GRASSLEY assumed the Chair.

Mr. LANKFORD, My challenge today
is not ahout the good people of Arj-
zona,

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senate will stand in recess subjecl to
the call of the Chair,

Thereupon. Lhe Senate. at 2:13 p.n..
recessed subject Lo the ¢all of Lhe Chair
and reassembled at 8:06 p.m. when
called Lo ovder hy the Vice President of
the United States.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Vice
Presfdenl. as President of the Senate,
would like to give a brief statement
with the indulgence of the Senate.

Today was a dark day in the history
of the United States Capitol, but
thanks to the awift efforts of U.S. Cap-
itol Police. Federal. State., and local
Iaw enforcement. the violence was
guelled. the Capitol is secured. and the
people’s work continues.

We condemn Lthe violence thal toock
place here in the strongest possible
terms. We grieve the loss of life that
took place in these hallowed Halls, as
well as the injuries suffered by those
who defended our Capitol today. And
we will always be graleful to the men
and women who stayed at their posts
10 defend this historic place.

To those who wreaked havoc in our
Capitol today. you did not win, Vio-
lence never wins ¥reedom wins, And
this is still the People’s House,

As we reconvene in this Chamber. the
world will again witness the resilience
and strenglh of owr democracy. for
even in the wake of unprecedented vio-
lence and vandalism al this Capitol.
the elected representatives of the peo-
ple of the United Stales have assem-
hled again ont the very same day to sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the
United States.

May God bless Lhe lost, Lhe injured,
and the heroes forged on this day. May
God hless all who serve here and those
who protect this place. And may God
Dless the United States of America,

Lel's get back to work.

(Applause, Senators rising.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

—— B ——

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. McCONNBLL. Mr, President. |
ask unanimous consenl thal the major-
ily leader and the Democratic leader
he allowed 1o spenk and that the time
not vowit against Lhe 2 ours of debnte
in relation to the objection raised on
the State of Arizona,

The VICE PRESIDENT. 1s there ob-
jecetion?

Without objection. it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL, I want to say to
the American people. the United States
Semate will not be intimidated.

We will not be kept out of this Cham-
ber by thugs, mobs. or threals, We will
nol bow Lo lawlessness or Intimidation.

We are back at our posts. We will dis-
charge our duty under the Constitution
and for our Natlion. and we are going to
do it tonight.

This afterncon. Congress began the
process of honoring the will of Lhe
American people and counting Lhe elec-
toral college votes. We have fulfilled
this solemn duty every 4 yvears for
more Lthan two centuries. Whether our
Nalion has beepn al war or at peace.
under all manner of threats. even dur-
ing an ongoime armed rebellion and the
Civil War. the clockwork of our democ-
racy has carried on.

The United States and the United
States Congress have faced down much
greater Llhreaty than the unhinged
crowd we saw today., We have never
baen deterred before, and we will not be
deterred Loday.

They tried Lo disrupt our democvracy.
They failed. They failed.

This failed attempt Lo obstruct the
Congress. this failed Insurrection. only
underscores how crucial the task he-
fore us is for our Republic,

OCur Mation was founded precisely so
that the free choice of the American
people is what shapes our self-govern-
ment and determines the destiny of our
Nation—notl fear, not forve. but Lhe
peaceful expression of Lhe populay will.

We assembled this afternoon to count
our citizens' votes and to formalize
their choice of the next President. Now
we are going to finish exactly what we
started. We will complete this process
the right way. by the book, We will fol-
low our precedents, our laws, and our
Constitution o the lelter. and we will
certify the winner of ihe 2020 Presi-
dential election.

Criminal behavior will never domi-
nate the United States Congress. This
institution is resilient. Qur democratic
Republie s strong. The American peo-
ple deserve nolhing less,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

My. SCHUMBER, Myr. President, it Is
very, very difficult 10 put into words
what has transpired tloday. 1 have
never lived through or even imagined
an experience like the one we have just
wilnessed in this Capitol. President
Franklin Roosevell set aside December
7, 1041, as a day that —will live in in-
famy.” Unfortunately. we can now add
January 6. 2021, Lo that very short list
of dales in American history that will
live forever in infamy.

This lemple 10 democracy was dese-
erated. its windows smashed, and our
offices  vandalized. The world saw
America’s elected officials  hurriedly
ushered out because they were in
harm's way. The House and Senale
floor were places of sheller until the
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evacuation was ordered. leaving rioters
Lo stalk these hallowed Halls, Law-
malkers and our staffs. average citizens
who love their country and serve il
every day. feared for their lives. I un-
derstand thal one woman was shol and
tragleally lost her life, We mourn her
and feel for her friends and family.

These {mages were projected to the
world, Foreign Embassfes cabled their
homie capitals to report on the
harrowing scenes at the very heart of
our democracy. This will be a stain on
our country not so easily washed
away—the final, terrible, indelible leg-
acy of the 45th President of the United
States and undouttedly our worst.

1 want to he very clear. Those who
performed these reprehensible acls
cannot be called protestors. No. these
were rioters and insurrectiopists.
goons and thugs. domestic terrotrists.
They (10 not represent America, These
were a few thousand violent extremisis
who tried to take over the Capitol
Building and attack our democracy.
They must and should he prosecuted o
the full extent of Lhe law, hopefully. by
this adwministration: if not. certainly
by the next. They should he provided
no lenfency.

I want to thank the many in the Cap-
jtol Hil Police and Secret Service atud
local polive who kept us zafe today and
worked Lo ¢lear the Capitol and return
it Lo its rightful owners and its rightful
purpose. I want to thank the leaders,
Democratic and Republican, House and
Senate, 11 was Speaker PELOS1, Leader
MCCONNELL, Leader MCCARTHY. and
myself who came together and decided
that these thugs would not suceeed and
that we would finigsh the work thal our
Constitulion requires us Lo complete in
the very legislakive Chambers of the
House and Senate Lhal were desecrated
bul we know alwayvs belong Lo the peo-
ple and do again Ltonight,

But make no mistake—make no mis-
take, my friends—loday’s events did
not happen spontaneousiy. The Presi-
dent who promoted the conspiracy
theories that motivated these thugs,
the President who exhorted them to
come to our Nation's Capital egged
them on. He hardly evey discourages vi-
olence and more often encourayes It
This President bears a great deal of the
bhlame.

This moh was. in good part, Presi-
dent ‘rump’s doing. incited by his
words and his lies, This violence, in
good parl. is his responsibility and his
everlagting shame. Today’s events cer-
tainly—uertainly—would not have hap-
pened without him.

Now Janunary 6 will go down as one of
the darkest days in recent American
history—a final warning to our Nation
about the conseguences of a demaygogic
President. the people who enable him,
the captive media that parrot his lies.
and the people who follow him as he at-
tempts to push America Lo Lthe brink of
ruin.

As we reconvene tonight. let us re-
member. in the end. all this mob has
really aceomplished is (o delay ouwr
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work by a few hours, We will resume
our responsibilities now. and we will
finish our ltask Ltonight. The House and
Senate Chambers will be restored good
as new and ready for legislating in
short order.

The countinyg of the electoral voles is
our sacred duly. Demovracy's roots in
this Nation are deep: they are strong:
and they will not He undone. ever, by a
group of thugs. Demouracy will ri-
umph. as it has for centuries.

So to my fellow Americans who were
shocked and appalled by the images on
their televisions today and who are
worried about the future of this coun-
Lry. let me speak to you dircctly. The
divisions in our country clearly run
deep, bhut we are a resilient. forward-
Jooking, and optimistic people. And we
will begin the hard work of repairing
this Nalion tonight because here in
America we do hard things. In Amer-
fca. we always overcome owr c¢hal-
lenges.

1 yield the Noor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. 1 yield 2 minutes Lo the Senator
from Oklahoma. Senator LANKFORD.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Oklahoma,

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr, Vice President.
vou said things more eloquently than
how we say it in Oklahoma. In Okla-
homa. we say something like: Why in
Cod’s nmame would someone Lhink al-
tacking Jaw enforceiment and occu-
pying the Unjted Slates Capitol is Lhe
best way to show that you are right?
Why would you (o that?

Rioters and thugs don’L run the Cap-
itol. We are the United States of Amei-
{ca. We disagree on a lot of things, and
we have a lob of spirited debate in thig
rocom. but we lalk it out, and we honer
each other. even in our disagreements,
That person, that person. and that per-
son is nol my enemy. That is my fellow
American. And while we disagree on
things, and disagree strongly at times.
we (o not encourage what happened
today—ever.

Now. 1 wanl to join my fellow Sen-
ators in saying thank you Lo Lhe Cap-
itol Hill Police. the law enforcement.
the National Guard, the Secret Service
who slood in harm's way. While we
were here debaling. they were pushing
back. And 1 was literally interrupted
midsentence speaking here hecause we
were all unaware of what was hap-
pening right outside this room hecause
of Lheir fajilhfulness and hecause of
what Lthoy have done. ] want to thank
them.

Ronald Reagan once said: Peace is
nol the ahsence of conflict. It is the
Allity to handle conflict by peaceful
means,

The peaceful people in my State of
Oklahoma want thely questions an-
swered. but they don’t want this. what
happened today. They wanl to do the
right thing. and they also want Lo do it
the 1ight way, They want to honor the
constitulional process. but they also
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want to have debate about election se-
curity hecause they want to make sure
it is right. which is why il is an impor-
tant issue that still needs o he re-
solved,

Trapsparency  in government just
doesn’t seem like a bad iden. Obvi-
ously, the Commission Lhat we have
asked for ix not golng 1o happen at this
point. and I understand that. Amndd we
are headed tonight toward the certifi-
;alion of Joe Biden to be the President
of the United Stales. and we will work
together in this body 10 he able to set
a peaceinl example in the days ahead.

1 yield the floor.

The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr, SCHUMER. The Sepator
Nevada. Senator CORTEZ MASTO,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Scnator
from Nevada,

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr, Vice Presi-
dent. 1 know that this room is full of
leaders of both parties who love this
country. and many helieve that for
Amerjeia 1o succeed, our politics must
find common ground. That has never
been cleaver than today. when armed
rioters stormed the LU.8., Capitol.
emboldened by President Trump’s false
and inflammatory rhetoric about the
2020 eleciions,

1 believe that we. in this Chamber.
have a special duly as leaders Lo work
together Lo lower the temperatwre of
our politics. and I hope that my col-
Teagues, who bave questioned Lhe legit-
jmacy of this election in Arizona and
all of these other States. now see the
dire and dangerous consequences of
sowing doubt and uncertainty.

I also know that. as U.S. Senators,
we al) (ake solemnly the oath we swear
to support and defend the Constitution
of the United States against all en-
emies. forelgn and domestic, At Lhis
moment in history., 1 can think of
pothing more patriotic than renewing
ottr faith in the Charters of Freedom
that our Founding Fathers crafted for
our Republic. starting with Lhe funda-
mental American principle in our Dec-
laration of Independence Lhal govern-
ments derive thelr just powers from
the consent of the governed,

The people have spoken in this elec-
tion. and our only job here today is to
do what they ask. Tt iz not to argue
glection security, That 18 not the place
for what we are doing Loday.

Our Constitution specifically re-
serves Lo the people the right to meet
in their respective States and vote for
the President and Vice President. As a
result. individual States oversee and
implement the election process, not
the Federal Government,

To gumrd against frawd or irregular-
{ties in Lhe voting process. the States
are required to have robust election se-
curity measures, Likowise, Stale legis-
Intures have the opportunity Lo exam-
ine evidence of voter fraud before they
certifv thelr clectoral vollexe voles.
And our courts—Mrom district courts Lo
the United States Supreme Court—ad-
judicate legal challengex and election
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disputes. All of those things happened
after the 2020 election,

Statehouses and courts across the
country took allegaljons of voter fraud
serjously and followed lhe constitu-
tional process Lo hear challenges lo
this year's election. No Stale found
evidence of any widespread voter fraud
and neither did any court ask to review
the State's findings.

In  Arizona, Republican Governor
Doug Ducey: the Democratic secretary
of stale. Katie Hobbs: the Republican
altorney general. Mark Braovich: and
the Stale supreme court chief justice,
Robert Brutinel all certified the resulls
of the election on November 30.

Anmd we know—we have heard—Aarizo-
nans have heen voling by mail for al-
most 30 years, and Governor Ducey has
expressed confidence in the States
process numerous times. In November,
he said:

We do elections well here in Arvizona, The
svstem is strong, and (hat is why 1 haye
bragged on it 50 much.

He further stated:

We have some of the strongest election
laws {n the counmtry, laws that prioritize ac-
countability and clearly lay out ouy proue-
dures for conducting, canvazxing amd even
vontesting the resulls,

And they are righl. Arizona has one
of the most Lransparent election proe-
esses in the country with built-in ac-
countability, starting with the internal
auditing.

We have heard unfounded allegations
that voting machines in Arizona and
elsewhere somehow changed vole lal-
lies or somehow improperly rejected
hallots while claiming Lo accept them.
These allegations all ignore the fact
that Arizona counties conducied bhallot
audits by hand to double-check the ma-
chine county. and these audils found no
widespread fraud or irregularilies.

Maricopa Counly. the county where
more than 60 percent of the States
population resides. conducted a post-
election hand count audit in the week
after Lhe election. which showed per-
fect. 100 percent. aceuracy in the ma-
chine tabulations. So why would we
need. my colleagues. Lo call for a 10-
day emergency audit 1o be conducted
by n legislative commission when it
has already been done by the State of
Arizona? What happened to Stlate’s
rights? )

The awdit involved checking ballots
for the Presidential election bul also
ballots for Federal and Stale legisla-
tive elections. The audit report shows
every precinet’s machine and hand
count totalz for each of the races au-
dited, and for every single race in every
precinct, Lhe difference between the
hand count and the machine count was
sero. Maricopa's audil report stated:
No discrepancies were found by the
hand count andit boards.

Seeking to find any reason to contest
these results, some of the State Repub-
licans then iried to elaim that Mari-
copa County failed to follow State law
in conducling this aundit by selecling
voting center locations to audit in-
stead of voling precinets, This was
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wrong. And this. 100, went to a court.
In 1'ej5ecl-ing this claim, the State court
in Arizona found that the county fol-
lowed the properly issued guidance on
hand audit procedures from the Ari-
zona Secretary of State. And Lhe court
found thal Maricopa County officials.
Lherefore, could not lawfully have per-
formed the hand count andit. the way
Lhe plaintiffs wanted it done. If they
had done so. they would have exposed
themselves to criminal punishment.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Sen-
ator's 5 minutes has expired.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTQ. Thank you.
Mr. Vice President. 1 would close by
jusl saying. please, my colleagues, do
not disenfranchise the volers of Ari-
zona and cerlify their votes Lonight,

‘Thank you,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. Vice Presi.
dent. 1 yield up to 3 minutes to the
Senator from Utah, Senator LEE.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Utah,

Mr. LEE, Mr. Vice Presilent. from
the time I prepared my remarks for
today. it seems like a lifetime ago. A
lot has chanred in the last few hours.
So I am woing Lo deliver some of the
same remarks. but it has a little bit of
a different feel than it would have just
a few hours ago.

My thoughls and prayers go oul lo
the family members of those who have
heen injured or killed today. My heart-
felt gratitude goes out to lhe Capitel
Hill Police who valiantly defended our
building and our lives.

While it is true that legitimale con-
cerns have been raised with regard Lo
how some of the key battlegrowml
Slates vonducted their Presidential
elections, this is not the end of the
story. We each have Lo remember thal
we swole an oalh Lo uphold. protect.
and  defend this document. written
nearly Lwo and a half centuries ago by
wise men raised up by God for that
very purpose. That document makes
clear whal our role is and what ib isn't.
It makes cleay who toes what when ft
comes to deciding Presidential elec-
tions,

You see. because In our system of
wovernment, Presidents are not dj-
rectly elected. They are chosen by
Presidential electors. and the Constitu-
tion makes very clear. under article 1L
section 1, that the States shall appoint
Presidential elecloys according to pro-
redures Lhal thelr legislatures develop.
Then comes the 12th Amendment, It
explaing whal we are doing here today
in the Capilo), It explains that the
President of the Senate—the Vice
President of the United Stales—shall
open the ballots. “and lhe votes shall
then bhe counted,”” It iz those words
that confine, define. and constrain
every scrap of authority that we have
in Lhis provess,

Our job is to open and then count.
Open. then count—that is it. That js all
there is.

There are, of course. rare instances—
instuness in which mulliple slates of

electors can be submitted by the same
State, Thal doesn't happen very often.
[t happened in 1960. It happened in 1876,
Lel’'s hope it doesn't ever happen
again. In those rare moments. Congress
has lo make a choice. It has to decide
which of the electoral votes will he
counted and which will not. That aid
not happen here—thank heavens—and
let’s hope Lhat il never does.

Many of my colleagues have raised
objections or had previously slated
their intenl Lo raise objections with re-
gard Lo these. I have spenl an enor-
mous time on this {ssue over the last
few weeks. | have mel with lawyers on
hoth sides of the issue. and 1 have mel
with lawyers representing the Trump
campaign, reading everything 1 c¢an
find about the constitutional provi-
sfons in question, and 1 have spent a
lot of time on the phone with legisla-
tors and olher leaders from the con-
tested States, T didn't initially declare
my position because I didn't yet have
one,

I wanted to get the facts first, and |
wanted to understand what was hap-
pening., 1 wanted to glve Lhe people
serving in government in the contested
Stales Lthe opportunity to do whatever
tliey felt they needed {o do to make
sure that their eleclion was propeily
reflected. T spent an enormous amount.
of lime reaching ouy Lo State govern-
ment officials in those States. but in
none of Lhe contested States—no. not
even one—did 1 discover any indication
that there was any chance that any
State lewislature or secretary of state
or Governor or Lieulenant Governor
had any intention to alter the slate of
eleclors. That heing the case, our job {s
a very simple one.

This simply isn’'t how our Federal
system is supposad to work, That is to
say. if you have concerns with the way
that an election in the Iresitential
race was handled in your State, the ap-
propriale response is to approach yvour
State legislatures, first and foremost.

These protests—hearing from those
who have raised concerns—should have
heen focused on their Stale capitols,
not the Nalion's Capitol. hecause our
role is narrow. owr role is defined. our
role is limiled.

Yes, we are the clection judges when
iL comes to Members elected to our
own body. And. yes. the House of Rep-
resentabives are the judges of their own
races there,

We also have the authority to pre-
seribe. as a Congress. rules woverning
the time. place. and manner of elec-
Lions for Senators and Representatives.
There Is no corresponding authority
with respeet Lo Presidential elections—
none whatsoever, Jt doesn’t exist. Our
job is to convene. Lo open the ballols,
and to count them, That is it.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr., SCHUMER. The Senator
Colorailo, Mr. BENNET.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Colorado.

from
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Mr. BENNET. Colleagues, it has heen
a terrible day for eversbody here and
for our country,

One of the things ! was thinking
ahout today is something 1 often think
ahout when T am on this Noor. which is
that Lhe Founders of Lhis country. the
people who wrote our Constitulion, ac-
tually knew our history hetter than we
know our hixtory.

I was thinking ahoul that history
today, as we saw the nmob riot in Wash-
ington. DC—thinking aboul whal the
Founders were Lthinking ahoul when
they wrote our Constitution. which was
what happened Lo the Roman Republic
when armed gangs, doing the work for
politicians. prevented Rome from cast.
ing their ballots for consuls. for prac-
tors, for senators. These were the offi-
cers in Rome, and these armed gangs
ran through the streets of Rome. keep-
ing elections from beinyg siarled. keep-
ing elections from ever heing called. In
the end, hecause of that, the Roman
Republic fell, and a diclator Look fts
place. and that was the end of Lhe
Roman Republic—or any republic, for
that malter—unti] this heautiful Con-
stitution was written in the United
States of America.

So it is my fervent hope that the way
we respond to this today. my dear c¢ol-
leagues, is that we give the higwest Li-
partisan vote we can in support of our
democracy and in sapport of our Con-
stitution and in rejection of what we
saw Loday and what the Roman Repub-
lic saw in its own time.

There is a tendency around this
place. 1 think. to always believe that
we are the first people to confront
something when that is seldom the
case and to underappreciate what the
effect of our actions will he. We need to
deeply appreciate, in this moment, our
obligation to Lhe Constitutjon. our obh-
higation Lo demouracy. and our obliga-
tion to the Republic.

There are people in this Chamber
who have twisted the words—twisted
the words—of a statute written in the
19th century that was meant to actu-
ally settle our electoral disputes, to
leave them with the States. ag the Sen-
alor from Utah was saying, to give us
a ministerial role. except in very rare
circumstances, That is what that law
is about that the Senator of Texax was
talking about today. And that is the
law that is leading us to bhe asked Lo
overturn the judgments of 60 courts in
America. many of the courts in Ari-
zona., some of whom have howled the
President’s lawyers oul of the vourt~
rooms hecause there is no evidence of
fraud.

By the way. the fact that 37 percent
or 39 percent of Americans think there
is evidence of fraud does nol mean
there is fraud. If you have turned a
blind eve Lo a vonspiracy theory. you
can't now come to the floor of the Sen-
ate and say you are ignoring the people
who believe that the election was sto-
len, Go oul Lhere amt tell them the
truth. which i3 thal every single Mem-
ber of this Senmitle knows Lhis election
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wasn't stolen and that we. just as in
l{\e Roman Republic. have n responsi-
bility to protect Lhe independence of
the judiciary from politicians who will
stop at nothing to hold on to power.
There it nothing new ahout that either.
Thal has been true since the first re-
public was founded,

So now we find ourselves in the posi-
tion, just days after many Senators
here swore an oalh to uphold and de-
fend t(he Constitution—every single
Member of the House of Representa-
tives swore Lthe same oath. as well. and
I think we have a solemn oblization
and respousibility here to prove. once
again. that this country is a nation of
laws and not of men. and the only re-
sult that we can reach together is one
(hat rejects the claim of the Senator
from Texas and the other Members of
the House and Senate who seek 10
overturn Lhe decisions Lhat have heen
made by the Stales, by Lhe voters in
these States. and by the courts.

If we follow what they have proposed.
we will be the ones who will have dis-
enfinnchised every single person who
cast a vole in this eleclion., whether
they voted for the President or they
didn't.

T urge vou to reject this, and I deeply
appreciale the opportunity lo serve
wilh every single one of you.

Thank you.

tApplause.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

My, MCCONNELL. I yield up to 5
minutes Lo the Senator from Georgia.
Senator LOFFFLER,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Georgia.

Mrs. LOEFFLER. Mr. President.
when 1 arrived in Washington this
morning. 1 fully intended to object to
the certification of the electoral votes.
However. the eventls thal have lran-
spired Loday have forced me Lo recon-
sider. and I cannot now. in good con-
science, ohject to the certification of
these electors.

The violence. the lawlessness. and
slege of the Halls of Congress are ab-
horrent and stand as a direct attack on
the very Institution my objection was
intended Lo protect: the sanctity of the
Ameriean democratic process. And 1
thank law enforcemenl for Keeping us
safe,

I believe that there were last-minute
changes to the November 2020 eleclion
process and serious irregulariiies that
resulted in too many Americans losing
confidence not only in the integrity of
our eleclions hut in the power of the
ballot. as a tool of democracy. Too
many Americans ave frustiated at
whal they see as an unfair sysiem,
Nevertheless, there I8 no excuse for the
events that took place in these Cham-
bers today, and 1 pray that America
never suffers such a dark day again.

Though the fate of this vote is clear.
the future of the Amerfcan people’s
falth in the core institution of this de-
mocracy remains uncertain. We as a
body must turn our focus to protecting
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the integrity of owr elections amd re-
storing every American's faith that
their voice and their vole matter,

America is a divided country with se-
rious differences. hut il is still the
grealest country on Karth. There can
he no disagreement that upholding de-
moceracey is the only path Lo preserving
our Republic,

I yield the floor.

(Applause.)

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Demeo-
cratic leader,

Mr. SCHUMER,. [ vield 2!» minutes Lo
Senator BooKER and 2'z minutes to
Senalor KAINE. in reverse oyder,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Virginia.

My, KAINE. Mr. President and my
colleagues, 1 applaud the comments of
my colleague from Georyia deeply.

My first job afier school was in
Macon. GA. working for a Federal
jutze. Lanier Anderson. I learned a lob
about Integrity and a lol about law
from him. I also learned some sad les-
sons. that in the history of Georgia—
and, indeed. Virzinjia and many
States—so many people. especially peo-
ple of color. had been disenfranchised
over the course of owr history. Our late
friend. John Lewis, a Conhgressman
from Georgin, was savagely bealen on
Bloody Sunday just for marching for
voting rights, That act of violence in-
spired this body. Lthe U.S. Senate. to
come together in March of 1965 and
work (o pass, in a Dipartisan fashion.
the Voting Rights Act.

We shouldl be coming together
today—afler acts of violence—as a U.S.
Senate. Lo affirm Lhe votes of all who
cast ballots in November. Instead. we
are contemplating an unprecedented
objection that would he a massive dis-
enfranchisement of American voters.

The Georgia resull was very clear: a
12.000-vote margin. 2 cerlifications by
Republican officials, 4 separale ve-
counts and canvases. 7 lawsuils, as in
the other States. If we object to results
like this. the message is so clear. We
are saying lo States: No matter how
secure and accurate your elections are.
we will gladly overthrow them if we
don’L like who you voted for, Bul, more
fmportantly. what we will be saying—
really. what we will be doing—is as the
body that acted logether Lo xuarantee
Americans the right to vole. we will
hecome e agent of one of Lthe most
massive disenfranchisements in  the
histotry of this country.

So I urge all of my colleagues: Please
oppose these objections.

Thank you.

1 yvield to my colleague fromn New
Jersey.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatlor
from New Jersey.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. Vice President, 1
can only think of two times in Amer-
ican history that individuals laid siege
to our Capitol. stormed our sacred
civie spacex, and tried to upend and
overrun this government. One was in
the War of 1812, and the other one was
tLoday.
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What is interesting about the par-
allel hetween the two is they both were
waving flags 1o a sole sovercign. to an
individual, surrendering democratic
principles to the cull of personality.
One wag a monareh in England, and the
other were the flags 1 saw all over our
Capitol. including in Lthe ballways and
in this room. lo a single person named
Donald Trump,

T'he sad difference between these lwo
times is one was yel anolher nation in
the history of our country thal tried to
challenge the United States of Amer-
fca, but this time, we brought Lhis hell
upon ourselves.

My volleague from ‘Pexas said that
this was a moment where there were
unprecedented  allegaltions of voler
fraud, Yes, that is true. They were un-
precedented when the President, before
the election even happened. said: If ]
lose this election. then the election
was rigged,

Thal is unprecedented. It is unprece-
dented Lhat. before the night of the
counting of the vote was even done.
that he called it rigged. It is unprece-
denled that he 1s fanning Lhe flames of
conspiracy lheory to create n smoke-
screen in Lhis Nalion Lo cover what he
is trying to do. which is undermine our
dermocralic principles.

But it s not just that, The shame of
this day s ib s being aided and abetted
by good Amertcans who are falling
prey. who are choosing Trump over
truth. who are surrendering to the pas-
sion of lies as opposed Lo standing up
and speaking truth Lo power. who are
wying to fundraise off of the shame of
conspiracy theories as opposed to doing
the incalculably valuable. patriotic
thing: to speak truth to our Nalion,
Our democracy is wounded. and I saw ji
when I saw piclures of yet another in-
surgency. of a flag of another group of
Amerlcans who tried to challenge our
Nation. I saw the flag of the Confed-
eracy lhere,

What will we do? How will we con-
front this shame? How will we confront
Lhis dark second time in American his-
Lory? I pray Lhal we renember a Geor-
gian and his words, All 1 can say is we
musl. in spirit. join Logather like those
Georgians on a bridge ealled the Ed-
mund Pettus, who joined hands. who
were called Lhreats to our democracy.
who were called outrageous epithets
when they sought to expand our de-
mocracy. to save it. Lo heal {t—when
they joined arm in arm and said what
we should say now, commit ourselves
to that ideal. thal logether, we shall
overcoine.

(Applause.;

The VICE PRESIDENT, The majorily
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. [ yield up Lo 5 minutes Lo the
Senator frrom Nebragka, Mr, SassE,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Nebraska.

My, SASSE. My, Vice President, 1
want 1o say. before we begin. thank
you for the way vou have fulfilled your
constitutional duties and your oalh of
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office today. Obviously. it hasn't been
easy,
Colleagues. today has been ugly.

When 1 came to the floor this morning.
I planned to talk about the lesson of
1801 hecause I am Kind of a history
nerd, and T wanted to celelrale the glo-
ries of the penceful Lransition of power
across our Natlon's history, It feels a
little naive now to talk ahout ways
that American civies might be some-
Lhing that could unite us and bring us
hack Logether,

Now. 1801 hlew everybody's mimd all
over the world, by the way. John
Adanms loses Lo Thomas Jefferson, and
Adams willingly leaves the Executive
mansion and moves back to Massachu-
setds, and Jefferson peacefully assumes
power. People all over Europe said:
That must be fake news, Those must he
had reports, There is no way any Exec-
ulive would ever willingly lay down
power. Yet Adams. in defeat. did some-
thing glorious 1o give all of us a gift.

I wanted Lo celebrate that, and it
feels a liltle bit hardsr now. This huflid-
ing has been desecrated. Blood has been
spilled in the hallways, 1 was with oc-
togenarian Members of this Chamber
who needed to have troops and police
stabilize them to get down the stairs at
a time when a lot of our stafis were
panicked and under their desks and not
knowing what was going to happen to
them,

It was ugly today. But you kunow
what? It turns out that when some-
thing is ugly. talking aboul beauly
isn't just permissible: talking ahout
beauty is obligatory in a time like
that, Why? Why would we Lalk about
heauty after the ugliness of today? Be-
cause our kids need Lo know that Lhis
fsn't what America is. What happened
today isn’t what America is.

Thev have heen given a glorious in-
haritance for Llhe 59th Presidential
election. If the Vice President wasn’l
in the Chalr and if the President pro
tempore was. I would have made some
joke that CHUCK GRASSLEY has voted in
two-thirds of those 58 Presidential elec-
tions. He is laughing. It §s not as wood
as “hit deer. deer deail.”” hut it still got
a Grassley laugh,

1 don'l Lhink we want (o tell the
Americans Lthat come after us that this
republic is hroken. Lthat this is just a
banana republic. that our institutions
can't he trusted, 1 don’t think we want
that. We don’t wanl Lhat in this body.
and we don’'t want that in our home-
towns. ! don't think we want to tell our
kids (hat America’s best days are be-
hind us—because it iy not true. That is
not who we are, America isn’t. Hal-
flelds' and McCoys' Wlood feud forever.
Amerlea is a union.

There is a Job Lhat is hroken in Lhis
country but not anyihing that is so big
that the American people can’t rebuild
it, that (reedom and vommunity and
entreprencurial efforl and that neigh-
horhoods can‘t rebuild. Nothing that is
hroken §s so big that we can't fix it.

Generations of owr forefathers and
our foremothers—probably not a
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word-—and our ancestors have spilled
blood Lo defend the glories of this re-
publiv. Why would they do that? Be-
vause America iz the most exceptional
nation in the history of the world and
hecause the Constitution is the great-
est political document that has ever
been written, Most governments in Lhe
past have said might makes right. and
we saw some of thal hooligan nuttery
today. Might makey right. No. it
doesn’t,

God gives us rights by nature, and
government is just our shared proje«t
to secure those rights. America has al-
ways been about what we choose Lo do
(ogether, the way we reaffirm ouwr con-
stitutional system. We bave some gov-
ernmental tasks, and we all in this
body could do better at those govemn-
mental tasks. but the heart of America
is not government. The center of Amer-
jca is not Washinglen, DC.

The venter of America is the neigh-
horhoods where 330 million Amerfcans
are raising their kids and wrying to put
food on the table and trying Lo love
their neighbor. Thal js the center of
America,

We are not supposed to be the most
important people in America. We are
supposed Lo he servant leaders who try
to maintain a framework for ordered
liberty so that there is a structure
that, back home where Lhey live. they
can get from the silver-framed stiruce
ture and order to the golden apple al
the center. as Washinglon would have
said, which is the things that they
build together, Lhe places where Lhey
coach little league. the places where
they invite people to synagogue or
chureh,

Sometimes. the biggest things we do
together are governmental. like kick-
ing Hitler's ass or like going Lo the
moon. Sometimes. there s govern-
mental stuff. But the heart of America
is aboul places where moms and dads
are raising kids, and we are supposed
Lo serve them by maintaining order
and by rejecting violence. You can't do
hig things like that if vou hate your
neighbors. You can’t do big things Lo-
gelher as Americans if you think other
Americans are the enemy.

Look. there is a lot of uncertainty
about the future, I gel it. There is a lot
that does need Lo be rebuilt. But if vou
are angry—I want to beg you—don't let
the screamels who monctize hate have
the final word. Don't et necdlists he-
vome your drug dealets, There are
some who want to burn it all down. We
met some of them today.

But they aren’t going to win. Don‘t
1et Lhem he your prophels—instead. or-
ganize, persuade. but mosi impor-
tantly. love your neighbor. Visit the
widower down the street who is lonely
and doesn't want to tell anybody that
hiz wife died and he doesn’t have a lot
of friends. Shovel somehody's drive-
way. You van’t hale someboldy who just
shiovelad yvour driveway.

The heart of life Is about community
and neighborhood, and we are supposed
to be servantl lemlers, The constitu-
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lional system s still the greatest order
for any government ever. and it iz owr
job to steward it and protect. il.

Let's remember that today when we
vole,

The VICE PRESIDEND. I'he Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER, The Senator from li-
linois, Mr. DURBIN,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senntor
from linois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Viee President. in
Mareh of 1861, a Springfield lawyer
caught a train Lo Washington., His
name was Abraham Lincoln, IL wasn't
his first Lrip there, He served as Con-
uressman 15 years before and returned
in Lhe bheginning of the Civil War Lo
serve as Prexident,

It was alifferent place than he knew
as a Congressman. In 15 vears. it had
vhanged a lol. The Sprigg’s boardiny
house across the street. which is now
the Library of Congress. was wone. And
this  Duilding  was  changing—Dbig
changes. They were building a dome on
the Capitol. Bul they were also in the
earliest days of war. and President Lin-
coln was counseled: Stop building the
dome. [t costs too much money. We
can’'t spend any more time on it.

And he said; No. We are woing Lo
bhuild that dome. and we are goinyg lo
finigh {t. That dome and this building
will be a symbol of this country that
will survive this Civil War and come
back strong.

8o they huilt the dome. They won
the war. And since those days. that
dome and this building have been a
symbol to this country. a symbol of
unity and of hope.

Tours come through here—hefore
COVID-19—Dby the tens of thousands. If
vou have ever noticed their touts. Lhey
are often shushed. People are saying:
Show some respect for this building.

We know this building and the Ro-
tunda as a place where some of the
greatest American heroes of both polit-
ical parties lie in state. and we go
there to honor them. We know this
building because we work here. We
enact laws here that change America.
We galher for Stale of the Union mes-
sages from Presidents and honor the
people in Lhe gallery.

This is a special place. This is a sa-
cred place. Bul this sacred place was
desecraled by a mol today. on our
watch. This temple to democracy was
defiled by thugs who roamed the halls
and sat in that chair, Mr., Vice Presi-
dent. the one Lhat you vacated at 213
this afternoon—sat and posed for pic-
tures. those who were roaming around
in this Chamber,

what brought (his on? Did this mob
spring spontaneously from Ameriea?
No. This mobh was invited Lo come L0
Washington on (his day, by Lhis Presi-
dent. for one reason: bhecause he knew
the electoral college vote was going Lo
be counled this day. He wanted thix
mob to aisrupt the constitutional proe-
ess which we are part of, This mob was
jnspired by a President who cannot ac-
cept defeat.
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If you wonder whether I am going Loo
far in what | say. just vead the tran-
seript with the secretary of state from
Georgia and listen Lo thig President's
wilit conspirney Lheories, one after the
other, swatled down by that Repub-
lican-elected official and his atlorney
as having no Lasis in fact. This Presi-
dent beys. he coaxes. he even threatens
that secretary of state to {find the voles
he needs, In any other venue. that
would be a simple. obvious crime.

The lengths he will go Lo are obvious,
The Texas Senalor says Lo us: Well,
many people still agree with him, you
Lnow. when it gels down to the hotlom
line. Many people have fallen for this
Presidential position that it must have
heen a rigged election if I lost.

Well. 1 would say thal after—we have
1oal count—37 lawsuits, 62 lawsuits—I
have heard so many different num-
bers—after 90 different judges: after
this President took his case, Lhe best
he vould put together, Lo the highest
Court in the lapd across the street.
where he had personally chosen Lhree
Justices on the Supreme Cowmrt—and 1
say Lo the Senator from Texas thal he
knows much motre about thalt Cowrt
than 1 do—1 don’t believe they leL thal
paper thal he sent up there even hit
the desk hefore they laughed it oul of
the Court. And that is the hest he had
to offer—no evidence whalsosver of
this rigged election and  Lhis
frandulence.

‘‘he Senator from Texas says: We
just want to create a liltle comimis-
sion. 10 days: we ave going to audit- all
of Lhe States—particularly the ones in
contention here—and find out what ac-
tually occurred.

And it really draws its parallel to
1876. 10 Hayes and ‘Tilden. Don’t forget
what that commission—thal so-called
political compromise—achieved. 1L was
nol juslL some ordinary governmental
commission. It was a commission that
killed reconstruction. thal established
Jim Crow. that—even after a civil war.
which Lore this Nallon apart. it re-
enslaved African-Americans, and it was
a commission that invited voter sup-
pression we are still fighting today in
America.

Lel me close by saying this, ‘The vote
we are going Lo have here is a clear
choice of whether we ara golng Lo feed
the beast of ignorance ov we are going
10 Lell Lhe truth to the American peo-
ple. We saw that heast loday roaming
the halls. Let's not invite it back.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

Mr. MCCONNELL. 1 yield up to 5
minules to the Senabor from Kansas,
Senator MARSHALL.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalov
{from Kansas.

Mr. MARSHALL. Thank you, Mr.
President.

Freedom of speech and the freedom
Lo protest are provided in our Constlitu-
tion. While I share the same Nustra-
tfon many Americans have over the
Prestdential election. the violence and
moh rule that occurred at the U.S. Cap-
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{10l Loday and across the country over
the past yvear are unacueptable, and 1
comdemn them at the highest level,
Like all of ux in the Chamber. I am
thankful for the heroiv law enforce-
ment officers who worked feverishly Lo
restore ovder so that we get back to
the electoral cerlificalion process.

During my 29-year career as an obste-
trician and gynecologisy. too often I
had Lo sil down with palients and give
them a very had diagnosis. [l might
have Dbeen a young mother of three
whose three babies [ delivered. now
with metastatic breast cancer. ov per-
haps another woman wilh advanced
cervical or ovarian cancer. all of which
have very challenging prognoses., But
bhefore 1 sal down with each one of
those patients. I carefully reviewed all
the labs, their x rayvs, and the pathol-
ogy to make sure [ had the facts
strajght, hut at the end of Lhe day. my
final  recommendation was always
woing Lo he a recommendation from my
heart.

I want my fellow Kansans and all
Americans 1o know that 1 have given
as much consideration and thought
surrounding the issue of objecting to a
Sr1ate’s electoral coliege voles as I did
consfdering the treatment plan for a
serious health concern. and today’'s de-
cision once again is from my hearl.

Mr. President. 1 rise today Lo restore
integrity to our Republic. and I rise to
do it knowing Lhat many of our col-
leagues are all concerned for current
and future generations. We musl re-
store faith and cvonfidence in one of our
Republic’s most hallowed and patriotic
dulies: voling.

There i3 no question our U.8. Con-
stitution empowers Stale legislatures
to execule free, legal. and fair elec-
tions. Unfortunately, in several Stales.
the elear authority of those State lex-
islatures Lo delermine the rules for
voting was usurped by Governors, sec-
retaries of state. and activist courts.
Our laws and Constitution should al-
ways be followed. especially in a time
of crisis.

I don't rise Lo undo a Stale’s legally
obtained electoral college votes: rath-
er. I rise in hopes of improving the in-
tegrity of the hallot o hold States ac-
countable to the time-proven constitu-
tional system of the electoral college.

This Is why 1 urge the formation of
an electoral commission to give con-
structive suggestions and recommenda-
tions that States can take to make our
elections once again safe, free, and faiy
after a year of jarring irvegularities.

We must and will have a peaceful
transition of power.

To all my fellow Americans, 1 have
no doubt Lhat our Republic can grow
stronger through this difficult day.

May God bless this yreal Rapublie.

Thank you. Mr. President.

I vield Lhe floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The minor-
ity leader,

My, SCHUMER. The Senator from Il-
linoix, Senator DUCKWORTH.

Als. DUCKWORTH. In 2004. 1 packed
up my rucksack. laced up my bools.
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and deployved to Iraq. ready to sacrifice
whatever was asked of me, all because
1 love this Nation—willing Lo zacrifice
my life. if needed. hecause I bulieve in
(he sanclity of our elecloral system,
which had declared George W, Bush my
Commander in Chief.

T earned my woumds proudly fighting
in awar I did not support on the orders
of a President 1 did not vote for he-
cause 1 believed in and 1 still do helieve
in the values of owr Nalion: hecause |
believe in a government of. by. and for
the people. where volers—volers—
choose who leads them, not Uhe olher
way around.

I have spent my entire aduit life de-
fending our demacracy, bul 1 never—
never—Lhought it would be necessary
to defend it from an attempted violent
overthrow in our Nation's own Capito)
Building. Well. 1 refuse to let anyone
intent on instigating chaos or inciting
violence deter me from carrying out
my constitutional duties.

You know. when my Army buddies
and I raised our right hamds. when
45,000 troops in Avizona raized Ltheir
right hands and swore to protect and
defend the Constitution. we did not
qualify our ocaths by saying that we
would follow orders only when the
Commander in Chief was someone
whose election we were happy with,

Just like when every Senalor in this
Chamber was sworn inlo office. we
didn’t mutler under our hreath that we
dischargze owr dulies only when it
gerved our political interests ov helped
us to avoid the wralh of a petiy. inse-
cure. wannabe lin-pot dictator on the
precipice of losing power and rel-
evance. No. there is no ambiguity
here—Joe Biden won the election with
a record number of voles. Republican
officials nalionwide confirmed those
results, including in Arizona. as has
judge after ‘Trump-appointed judge,
Even Trump's Atloriey General admit-
ted that the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice had pot found widespread fraud
that would have affected the outcome,

Yet still many of my Republican col-
leagues are asking us to ignore all of
that. With no evidence of their own.
Lhey are asking us to ignore court rul-
ings. fignore Republican-elected offi-
cia)s. and even worse, ignore the will of
the people across this vasl. great Na-
tion by trying to overturn this elec-
tion. They are placing morve trust in
Reddit conspiracy theories than the
Constitution. proving that appeasing
Trump Is more important to them than
protecting the most basic tenet of our
Republic—the adherence to free aml
fair elections.

If there is one thing I know. iL is thal
my Lroops didn’t sign up to defend owr
democracy in war zones thousands of
mile away only Lo watch it crumble in
these hallowed halls here at home. Yet
that is what this effort amounts to—an
allempl to subvert our democracy. In
the process. it i3 threatening what
makes America American. hecause in
this country—in this  country—the
power of the people has  always
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matlared
power,

That {s the ideal that Lhis Nation was
founded upon. That is why a few palri-
ots threw some tea in Boston Harbar.
why Washington crossed the Delaware.
why suffragizls were arrested a century
ago. and why my friend John Lewis
crossed that bridee Iy Selma in 1965, It
is why millions spent a Tuesday in No-
vember standing in line, braving a pan-
demic Lo make thedr voices heard.

Listen. this administration has al-
wavs had an adversarial relationship
with the trulh. Trump always cries
conspiriacy.,  always foments chaos
whenever something doesn’t go his
way, Bul Lloday. we here In this Cham-
ber have the opportuanity to prove that
here in this country. truth matters.
thal right matters. that the will of the
people malters more than the whims of
any single powerful individual,

I have no Lea to throw in Boston Hau-
bor tonight. and I regret that I have no
rucksack to pack for my counlry. no
Black Hawk to pilot. nor am I asking
for any grand zestuve from my Repub-
lican colleagues. All I am asking of you
is to reflect on the oaths thal you have
sworn, on the idamage done to our
Union today. and on the sacrifices
made by those who have given so much
to Lhis Nation. from the servicememn-
bers al Arizona’s Fort Huachuea and
Marine Corps Alr Station Yuma to the
matvhers who hent America’s moral
are a lille bit more toward justice
with every zingle step that they took.
every bridge that they crossed.

Then ask yourself whether the de-
mocracy they were willing to bleed for.
the country that each of us in Lhis
Chamber has sworn to defend. is worlth
damaging in order to protect the por-
celain ego of a man who treats the Con-
stitution as if {1 were little more than
a vellowing piece of paper.

I think we all know the right answer.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
Jeader.

Mr. McCONNELL. My, President. I
vield up to 5 minutes to Lhe Senator
from Kentucky. Senator PAUL.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Kentucky,

Mr. PAUL. 1 wrole a speech for
today. I was planning to say thal I fear
the chaos of establishing a precedent
that Congress can overturn elections.
Boy. was I right. Chaos. anarchy—tlhe
violence today was wrong and un-
American.

The vote we are aboul Lo cast is in-
credibly important. Now more than
aver, the ¢uestion is, Should Congress
override the certified results from the
States and nullify the Stales' rights to
conduct elections?

The votle today is not a protesti: the
vole today is Hierally to overturn elec
tions. We have been Lold that this s a
protesi, that this is aboul an electoral
commission. No. il iz not. It is ahowt
whether Lo seat the electors cerlified
by a State. It is not about an electoral
commission. It is not ahout a protest.
You can xo outside if you want Lo pro-

more than the people in
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test, This is about overturning a State-
vertified election.

If you vote to overwurn Lhese elec-
tions., wouldn't it he the opposite of
States' rights Republicans have alwayvs
advocated for?

Thiz woukl doom Llhe electoral col-
leye forever, It was never intended by
our Founders that Congress have the
power to overturn State-certified elec-
tions. My oath 1o the Constitulion
doesn’t allow me to disobey (he law, I
can't vole to overtuim the veprdict of
Stlates. Such a vote would be Lo over-
turn evervihing held dear by those of
us who support the rights of States in
this great system of federalism that
was bequeathed 1o us by our Founders.

The electoral college was created Lo
deveolve the power of selecting Presi-
dential electors lo the States. The
electoral college is. without question.,
an inseparable friend Lo (those who he-
Heve that every American across our
vast vountry deserves (o he heard.

if Conyress were given the power to
overtarn the States’ elections., what
terrible chaos would ensue every 4
vears. Imagine the furor against the
electoral college if Congress bacomes a
forum to averturn States’ electoral col-
lege slates.

It is one thing to Le angry. It is an-
other to focus one's anger in construc-
tive ways. That hasn't happened today.
to say the leasxt.

We simply cannot destroy the Con-
stitution. our laws., and the electoral
college in the process.,

I hope. as Lhe Nation's anger cools,
we can channel thal energy into essen-
tial electoral reforms at the State
level. America is admired around the
world for our free elections. We musl—
we absolutely must fix this mass and
restore confidence and integrity to our
eleclions. We must.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Scnator from
Virginia, Senator WARNER.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator
from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER, My, President, I think
like most of us. I am stil) pretty reel-
ing from what happened today. What |
was going to talk ahout was the work
1 am most proud of since I have heen
here. with my good friend RICHARD
BURK and all the members of the Intel-
ligence Committee. aboul a multivear
report we did into foreign interference
in our elections. Probably our Lop rec-
ommendation of that five-vohime. bi-
partisan report was that any official or
candidate should use restraint and can-
Lion when guestioning results of our
elections hecause when you do 80. you
oflen carry oul the goals of our foreign
adversaries, Use caution because,
whether knowingly or unknowingly
and whether that adversary s in Rus-
sia or China o Iran. their goals are
pretty simple: They want to make it
appear to Americans, to folks around
the world. and Lo their own people Lhat
there is nothing special aboul Amer-
ican democracy.
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I was going to try in a fechle way,
maxbe, 1o reach some of the rhetorical
helghts of BEN SassE. | Knew I couldn’t
do that. o instead—l know I am vie-
lating rules, Today is the dax for vio-
lating rules. This {8 a photo Lhat ap-
pears today in one of the most promi-
nenl German newspapers. You don't
need to draw il up. You can draw up
photos from any newspaper or any lele-
viston feed anywhere across the world.

And what is this photo of? It is of
thugs—thugs—in the Halls of this Cap-
ftol. diminishing everything we say we
helieve in. in this democracy.

When you look at those images, real-
ize Lthat those images are priceless for
our adversaries. 1 am willing, tonight.
in an overwhelming way., to take a
small step. in a bipartisan way. o
start restoring that trust of our people
and, hopefully. the billions of people
around the world who helieve in that
notion of American demociacy. Re-
member, these images are still there.

I yield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. M, President, I
vield 3 minutes to the Senator from
Missouri. Mr. HAWLEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Missouri.

Mr. HAWLEY. My, President, I want
to hegin thir evening by saying thank
¥ou 1o the men and women of Lthe Cap-
itol Police. the National Guardsmen,
the Metropolitan Police, and others
who came Lo Lhis Capitol and pul their
lives on the line to protect everybody
here who was working inside. 1 want. Lo
thank law enforcemient all avross this
country—in my home State of Missouri
andd everywhere else—who do that day
in and day out,

I just want to acknowledge that.
whan it comes Lo violence. it was s ter-
rible yveay in America this last year. We
have seen a lot of violence against law
enforcement, and Loday, we saw {t here
in the Capilol of the United Stales. In
this country. in the United States of
America, we cannot say emphatically
enough: Vielence s not how you
achieve change. Violenue s not how
vou achieve someLhing helter.

Our Constitulion was built and put
into place so that there would be. in
the words of Abraham Linceln, no ap-
peal from ballots to bullets. which is
whal we saw. unfortunately. altempted
tonight. There is no place for that in
the United States of America. and that
is why I submit to my colleagues that
what we are doing here tonight is, ac-
tually, very important because. for
those who have concerns ahout the in-
tegrity of our elections and for those
who have concerms about what hap-
pened in November. this is the appro-
priate means. This is the lawful place
where those objections and concerns
should he heard. This is the forum that
the law provides for—thal our laws
provide for—for those concerns to he
registered, not Lhrough violsunce—not
hy appealing from hallots to bullets—
bhut here. in this lawful provess,
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So to thoxe who say that thix is just
a formality today—an antique cere-
mony Lhal we have engaged in for a
couple of hundred years—I can't say
that 1 agrea, 1 can't gay thal ouy prece-
dent suggests that, 1 actually think it
is very vital. what we do, The oppor-
tunity to be heard and to register ob-
Jections is very vital because this is
the place where those objections are to
be heard and dealt with, debated. and
finally resolved—in this lawful means.
peacefully, wilhout violence. without
altacks. without bullets.

Let me just say now. hriefly—in lieu
of speaking about il later—a word
about Penmsylvania. which is a State
that T have Leen focused on and have
olbjected Lo, as an example of why peo-
ple are concerned—why millions of
Americans are concerned—about our
election integrity.

I sy Lo Pemmsylvinia, quite apart
from allegations of any fraund. you have
a Stale constitulion that has heen in-
terpreted for over a century Lo say that
there is no mail-in balloting permitted
excepl for in  very namow cir-
cumstances, which is also provided for
in the law. Yel. last year. Pennsylva-
nia's elected officials passed a whole
new law that allowed for universal
mail-in balloting. and they did it, irve-
gardless of what the Pennsylvania Con-
stitution said.

Then, when Pennsylvania's citizens
tried to be heard on this subject Lefore
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. they
were dismissed on grounds of procedure
and timeliness. in violalion of thal su.
preme courl's own precedent.

S50 {he merits of the case have never
peen heard. The constitutionality of
the statute. actually. has never been
defended. T amn nol aware of any court
that has passed on its constitu-
tionality. I actually am not aware of
anybody who has defended the con-
stitutionality. and Lhis was the statute
thal governed this last election in
which there were over 2,5 million mail-
in ballots in Pennsylvania,

This Is my point, that this Is the
forum. ‘The Pennsylvania Supreme
Court hasn'y heard the case, and there
is no olher court to go Lo, Lo hear the
case in the Stale. so Lhis {s the appro-
priate place for these concerns Lo be
raised. which 1s why 1 have raised them
here today.

1 hope that this body will nol miss
the opportunity to take affirmative ac-
tion Lo address Lhe concerns of so many
millions of Americans—Lo say to mil-
Hons of Americans Lonight that vio-
lence is never warranted, that violence
will not be Lolerated, that those who
engage in it will be prosecuted. hut
that thig body will act (o address the
concerns of all Americans acrogs the
country.

We do need an investigation into
{rregularities, fraud, We do teed a way
forward together. We need election se-
curity reforms. I het my friends on the
other side of the aisle don’u cisawree
with that., We need to find o way o
move forward on thal together so that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

the American people from hoth partivs
and all walks of life ean have con-
fidence in their electjons and =o that
we can armange owrselves ander the
rule of law that we share together.

I yield the floor,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
critic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senalor
Pennsylvania. My, CasEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Pennyylvania.

Mr. CASEY. My, President. 1 rise lo-
night to defend the people of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania—to defend
the more than 6.9 million voters who
voted in this election—and Lo condemn.
in Lhe strongest possible terms, this at-
tempt to disenfranchise the volers of
Pennsylvania based upon a lie. a false-
hood. That sime lie sowed lhe seeds of
today's violence and Loday's lawless-
ness here in the Capitol.

One of my constitunents, Susan, {rom
Lehigh Valley—the community of our
State wihere Senator TooMEY lives—te-
cenlly wrole Lo my office and. perhaps,
sadd it best:

We cannot allow ANYBODY (o overturn
ihe lezal votes of the citizens of Pennsyl-
vania, This woull he the ultimate destiuc-
tion of our democracy.

Susan had it right. We cannot allow
“ANYRODY “—and she put that word
in al) caps—to overturn the legal volex
of the people of our State,

Let me address the allegation regard-
ing the Pennsylvania Constitution and
the general assembly and somehow
that t{he general assembly dldn’t have
the authority to enacl "ho  excuseg
mail-in voting'—that process—for the
people of our State.

First. the law in question. Act 77. was
passed in 2013 and was implemented
withoul any serious guestion as to its
constitutionality. The law was passed
by a Republican-controlled general as-
sembly, house and senate. It was only
after the 2020 election. when it became
clear that President-Elect Joe Biden
won Pennsylvania by a liltle more
than 80,000 votes, that some Republican
politicians in our State decided to
challenge the constitutionality of the
law.

Second. Act 77 is plainly constitu-
tional, My colleagues allege that the
Stale constitution requires in-person
voting except under limited cir-
cumstances. This is not true. While
Pennsylvania lays oul specilic situa-
vions in which absentee voting is re-
quired. there is no in-person require-
ment in our State constitution. The
constitulion sels a floor. not a ceiling,
for this type of voting.

Third, apart from the argument made
by my colleague. there is bipartisan
agreement across our State—at the
toea). State, and Federal levels—thal
our eleclion was fair. secure. and law-
ful. On Monday, my colleague from
Pennsyvivania, Senator TOoMEY. wrole
in an op-ed: “The evidence is aver-
whelming (hat Joe Biden won Lhis elec-
tion.”

There is simply no evidence to justify
the outlageous claims of widespread
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voler fraud or election irregularities
that have heen suggested by those
seeking to overturn the election, There
have been 60 cases in ¢court after court.
all throughout our Siate and through-
out the country. including in the Su-
vreme Courl. Lthat have deall with this
bizarre argument that we kpow is
based upon that lie.

In one court. the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit. Judge
Bihas. appointed by President Trump.
wiole:

The campaigh’s clatms have no merit, The
United States has {ree and faly elections,
whiivh are the lifelhlood of our democracy.
Charges require apecitic allegations and then
proof. We have neilher heye,

S0 said Juidee Bibhas.,

Finally. a word ahout those election
officials who did such work. These elec-
tion officials all across our State—Re-
publicans and Democrais from red
counties and blue counties—did their
jobs. They are patriots, and these ob-
jections are an attack on these Penn-
svivania public servanis. 1 will wgive
vou one example from Republican
Commissioner Al Schmidt. of Philadel-
phia.

He wrote:

There really should not be a dixagreement.
regardless of party affidintion, when we re
talking about counting vores . . . by ellxible
voters. It is not 2 very controversial thing
or. at least. it shouldn’t he.

After election day. Commissioner Al
Schmidt. his family. and his colleagues
were subjected to death threats simply
bhecause he was (rying to do his job
with integrity. It calls to mind that

great  line from  “America  the
Beauliful™ 0 beauliful for patriol

dream, That sees heyond the years.”

These election officials. like so many
of our patrfots—and we heard from
Senator DUCKWORTH tonight. a real pa-
triot—did  their jobs. Let's support
these patriols. Vote against this objec-
Lion,

1 yield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. 1 yield 5 minules
to the Senator froin Utah, Mr. ROMNEY,

'he VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Utah.

Mr. ROMNEY. Totiay was heart-
breaking, and I was shaken to the core
as ] thought aboul the people I have
mal in China and Russia and Afghani-
stan and Iraq and other plaves who
vearn for freedom and who look to this
building and these shores as a place of
hope. I saw the images being hroad-
casted around the world, and it breaks
my heart.

I have 25 wrandchildren, Many of
them were watching TV, thinking
about this building, and whether their
grandpa was OK. I knew 1 was OK. I
must tell vou, as well, that 1 am proud
1o serve with these men and women,
This is an extraordinary groud of peo-
ple. I am proud {0 be a Member of the
U.S. Senale and meet with people of in-
Lexrity as we «o here today.

Now, we gather due Lo a selfish man's
injured pride and the outrage of his
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supporters, whom he has deliberately
misinformed for the past 2 months and
stirred to action Lhix very morning.
What happened here Loday was an In-
surrection that was incited by the
President of the United States. Those
who choose to continue to support his
dangerous gambit by objecting Lo the
results of a legitimate and demoeralic
election will forever be seen ax heing
complicit in an unprecedented altack
against our democracy. Fairly or not.
they will be remembered for their role
in this shameful episode of American
history. Thal will be their legacy.

1 salute Senators LANKFoORD and
LOEFFLER and BRAUN and DAINEsS and, |
am sure, others who, in light of today’s
outrage. have withdrawn their ohjec-
tions. For any who remain insistent on
an andit in order to satisfy Lhe many
people who believe the election was
stolen. I would offer thix perspective:
No congressional audit is ever golny to
convinee these voters, particularly
when the President will continue to
say that the election was stolen. The
best way we can show respect for the
volers who are upset is by telling them
the truth,

tApplause, Senators rising.)

That is the burden, That is the duty
of leadership. The Lruth is that Presi-
denl-Elect Biden won thie election. and
President Trump Jost, 1 had that expe-
rience myself, 1L is no fun.

tLaughter.)

Scores of courts, the President’s own
Attormey General. and State ejections
officials. hoth Republican and Demo-
cral. have reached that unequivocal de-
cision.

In light of Loday's sad circumstances.
1 ask my colleague: Do we weigh owr
own political fortunes more heavily
than we welgh Lhe strength of our Re-
publie. Lhe strength of our democracy.
and the cause of freedom? \What is the
weight of personal acclaim compared
Lo the weight of conseience?

Leader McCOXNNELL said that the vote
today is the most important in his 36
vears of public service. Think of thal
after his anthorizing two wars and vot-
ing against twe impeachments. He sald
that not hecause the vole reveals some-
thing about the election bLul hecause
this vole reveals something aboul us.

I urge my colleagues Lo move forward
with complebing Lhe electoral count. to
refrain from further objeclions. and to
upanimonsly affirm the legitimacy of
the Presidential election,

Thank you, Mr. President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leadet.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senator from
New Hampshire. Senatoy SHAHEEN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senaloy
from New Hampshire,

M, SHAHEEN. Mr. President. on
Januatry 8. 1. along wilh 31 of my col-
feagues. stood in this Chamber and
swore ah onth to support and defend
the Constitution of the United Statex.

1t i both ironic and deeply dis-
appointing thal only 3 days after

swearing these oaths, some of my col-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

leagues are coming close to reaking
this promise.

Since 1797. each U.8. President has
peacefully handed over power (o Lhe
next. and thal will happen agajn on
January 20. wheh Donald Trump. de-
apile the protesters Ltoday. the violence
ltoday—when Donald ‘I''ump leaves Lthe
While House at noon and Joe Biden be-
vomes President.

We have heard tonight from bholh
Democrats and Republicans about the
importance of Lthe volers speaking in
the election and about the fact that
there is no evidence of widespread
voler fraud. Bul this is not just an
fssue for us here In the United Slates;
this is an jssue for nascent democracies
around the world. which, as Senalor
ROMNEY sald, look to the United Stales
as an example. We are the shining city
on the hill. We give those slrugygling
underr oppression hope for a better fu-
lure.

Now. like =0 many of us in this
Chamber. I have raveled to developing
democracies around the worlii—to Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. to the Western Bal-
kans. to Afriea. Lo Lhe country of Geor-
gin. T went there with my colleague
Senator RiscH,

In 2012, we wenl to Georgia to ob-
seprve officially. on hehalf of the Sen-
ale. the election helween outgoinyg
President Mikhell Saakashvili and his
United Nalional Movement Party and
vhe challenge by Georgian Dream.
which was a newly formed party sup-
ported and funded by billionaire oli-
parch Bidzina lvanishvili. It was a bat-
tle for Parlinment. but also for control
of the rovernment.

Senalor RiscH angd I visiled multiple
polling places on election day, and we
agreed with the inlernalional assess-
nient that that election was free and
fajr and thal Georgian Dream were the
winners.

But there was rea) concetn in the
country Lhat Saakashvili was going to
refuse to yive up power—that that
would lead (o violence, and it would
end the nascent demovratic reforms
that were happening in thal former So-
viel Republic.

S0 Senator RisCH and L the day afler
the election. wenl Lo visil President
Saakashvili to Lry and lalk him outl of
staying in power. I remember very
clearly going to his home. and we sat
down with him. and we pointed oul
that the hallmark of a democracy—
what he had worked so hard for in his
8 years as President of Georgja—the
hallmark of that was to twrn over
power in a peaceful election Lo the per-
son the voters chose, Well, President
Saakashvili listened Lo ug. and he did
leave office peacefully.

Bul it is important that future gen-
erations recognize thal America—like
democracies everywhere—depends on a
peaceful transition of power. on bellev-
ing in what the voters say. and epsur-
ing Lthat happens,

Unfortunately. we have heard (rom
some Senators Loday who have been en-
abling President “Trump's willful dis-
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regard of he voles of our citizenry,
even as they speak oul against foreigm
leaders who ixnore their own people.

They will fail. and history will re.
member them.

I hope that future generations will
view the aclions of =ome of those folks
today as little more than an unfortu-
nate anomaly.

Future opportunists may use thig il1-
faled effort Lo seek short-term polit-
ical gain over the long-term stability
of our Republic. But for Lhe sake of our
sreat country and America’s standing
in the world. 1 ask my colleazrues today
to fully endorse the results of the free
and fair election and set aside this par-
tisan attempt Lo subvert Lhe will of the
people. We should be venerating the
peaceful lransition of power. even if
our own preferved candidate didn't win.
‘That is. after all. who we are In the
United States of Ammerica.

Thank you. Mr. President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr., MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 1
vield up to 5 minutes to the Senator
from Ohio. Senator PORTMAX,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Ohio.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr, Vice Pregident.,
yvou have fulfitled your duties as Presi-
dent of the Senate tonighl with dis.
tinction. and we al) appreciale it.

1 thought aboul changing my mind
and not speaking tonight. given the
lateness of the hour. and 1 know all of
my colleagnes would have appreciated
that greatly, But I thought it was nec-
essary to speak because 1 wanl the
American people. particularly my con-
stituents in Ohio. Lo see Lhal we will
not be intimidated. lhaLt we will not
disrupled from our work, thai here in
the citadel of democracy. we will con-
tinue Lo do the work of the psople. Mob
rule is not going Lo prevail here.

Now, let’s face it. We did not reclaim
this Chamber tonight. Brave and self-
1esz law enforcement officers stood in
the breach and ensured Lhat Lhe viladel
of democracy would be protected and
that we would be defended. and we are
deeply grateful for that—as is Lhe Na-
tion.

1 have listened carefully to com-
ments of my colleagues, and I have lis-
tened over the past couple of weeks as
this igsue has heen discussed, and I tell
vou. for me. it is not a hard decision. 1
stand with the Constitution. I stand
with what the Constitution makes
clear: The people and Lhe States hold
the powaer here. not us.

My oath to the Constitution and my
reverence for our democratic principles
make it easy for me Lo confirm these
State certifications.

By the way. I opposed Lhis provess
some 15 vears ago. when some Demo-
erals chose Lo object to the electors
from my home State of Ohio after the
2004 elections. 1 opposed it then. and |
oppose 1t now. I sald at the time Lhat
Congress must not thwart the will of
the people. That ix what we would be
doing,
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LetU's assume for a moment thal
those who object to the certificalions
are right. thal the Constilution in-
tendsd that a bare majority of Mem-
bers of Congress could circumvent Lhe
States that have chosen 1o certify the
popular votes of thefr own State citic
zens, I ask the objectors 1o think about
the precedent that would be set if we
were Lo do that.

\Vhat if the majority in the House
and the Senale were of the other party
when a Presidential candidate of our
party came through a close Presi-
dential election? Would you wani a
Congress controlled by the Democrats
10 play the role you now intend for us?

1t is asking Congress to substitute ils
Sudgment for the judgment of the vol-
ers and its jundgment for the judgment
of the States Lthat certified the results.
And even forgetling the dangerous
precedenl that would he set. what
would be the haziz for objecting in this
election?

Look. I voted for President ‘Frump. 1
supported him because 1 helieve the
Trumyp administration’s policies are
Better for Ohjo and for the counlry.
And I supported the Trump campaign’s
right Lo pursue recounts—they had
every right to do ft—and legal chal-
lenges.

1 agree (hat there were instances of
fraud and iregularities in the 2020
elections. I think we all de. And by the
way, Lhere are fraud and hregularities
in every Presidential election,

But it §s also true that after 2
inonths of recounts and legal chal-
lenges. not a single Slale recount
changed the result. And of the dozens
of lawsnils filed. nol one found evi-
dence of fraud or irregularities wide-
spread enough to change the result of
the election. This was the finding of
numerous Republican-appointed judges
and the Trump administration’s own
Department of Justice.

Every State hag now welghed in and
chosen Lo certify ils electoral slate
based on the popular vole, as sel out in
the Constitution.

1 understand that many Americans
who would never storm this Capitol
don’t Lrust the integrity of Lthe 2020
election. don’t Lhink the States should
have certified, don’t Lthink we should
have accepted Lhe resulls from the
Stales, and are insisting on more
trangparency and accountability.

In the 2016 elections. lest we forgel,
many Democrats objected to the te-
sults and distrusted the election.

I challenge my colleagues on holh
sides of the aisle Lo listen but also to
do our part to ury Lo restore faith in
our eleckions. We should all work Lo
improve the integrity of the electoral
system and the confidence of the Amer-
jcan people in this Dedrock of our great
democrativ Republic,

Today. 1 will do my constilutional
duty and oppose these efforts 1o reject
the State-cerlified results.

And tomorrow. in Lhe wake of this
atluck on the Capitol. the pandemic
that engulfs us. amd other national
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challenges, lel's work together for the
people.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader,

My. SCHUMER. Mr, President. I he-
lieve we have 8 minutes left, so I would
like to divide {1 to Senator KiNg and 4
Lo Senator VAN HOLLEN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is car-
rect.

The Senator from Maine.

Mr. KING, Mr. President. Winston
Churehill once sald that he could do a
2-hour speech extemporaneously. but a
10-minute speech took immense prepa-
ration. 1 don’t know what he would
have said about a 4-minute speech,

We are a 240-year anomaly in world
history. We think that what we have
here in this country is the way it has
always been.

IL is a very unusual form of govern-
ment. The normal form of govermment
Liroughout world history is dictators,
kings, czars. pharaohs. warlords. ty-
rants, And we Lhought 20 years ago the
march of history was toward democ-
racy. huat it is in retreat in Hungzary
and Turkey—goodness knows, in Rus-
sia,

Democracy as we have practiced it s
fragile. 1t is fragile. and it rests upon
trust. It rests upon trust in facts. 1t
rests upon trust in courls, in public of-
ficials. and. yes. in elections,

1 don't sympathlze or juslify or in
any way—in any way—support—that is
putting it mildly—what happened here
today. but I understand it. I under-
stand it because 1 saw those people
interviewed today. and Lhey said: We
are here becauxe Lhis election has been
stolen. ‘

And the reason they said vhat is that
thefr leader has been telling them thal
every day for 2 months.

We cannol afford to pull hricks out
from the foundation of trust thal
underlies our entire system. And 1
agree wilth Governor ROMNEY thal Lhe
answer to this problem is to tell people
the Lruth—is to tell them whal hap-
pened.

It is easy Lo confront your opponents.
It is hard to confront your friends.

It is hard to tell your supporlers
something they don’t want to heav, but
that is our oblization. That is why the
word ‘leader” is applied to people in
jobs like ours. It is not supposed Lo be
easy. It iz supposed lo be somelhing
that we take on as a sacred obligation.
and if people believe something that
fsn'l true. §t is our obligation Lo lell
them: No, I am sorry, it isn'l. just as
Senator PORTMAN just sald. as MIKE
LEE just said: I am sorry we can't do
this here. We don't want to do this
here. This is a power reserved Lo the
States. not Lo the Congress.

And I agree with the majority leader.
I think this is one of the mosl impor-
tant votes any of us will ever take.

On December 1, 1862, Abrabam Lin-
coln came to this bullding. He came to
this building in the darkest days of the
Civi) War. He was Lrying to awaken the
Conerress Lo the crigis that we were fac-
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img. and he didn’t feel thal they were
fully and effectively engaged, He ended
his speech Lhat day with words that |1
think have an eerie relevance tonighi.
Here 1s what Abraham Lincoln said:

Fellow-[Americans). we cannot excape his-
tory. We of tlns Congress and this adminis.
tration, will he remembered (b spite of our-
selves, No personal siunilicance. op mstenifi-
CARCE, Can spare ane 01 another of us,

And here are his final words:

The flery trial through which we pass will
gt ug down in honor or dishonor (o the Int-
ext zeneratjon.

The fiery trial through which we
pass. will light us down in honor or dis-
honor to Lhe latest generation.

Thank you. Mr. President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Maryland.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Thank you. Mr.
President. The mob violence and at-
tack we saw on our Capitol loday
shiould be a wake-up eall to each and
every one of us of what happens when
we fail to come logether, not as Demo-
crals and Republicans bul each of us as
Americans. to sland up Lo a President
who time and again has shown con-
tempt for our democracy, contempt for
our Constitution.

Today. here on the Capltol. we wit-
nessed people taking down an Amer-
fean flag amd putling up a Trump flag.
That is not democracy in the United
States of America.

As every Senator who has spoken has
mentioned. we have for hundreds of
vaurs had a peaceful vransfer of power.
Nobody likes Lo lose, and supporters of
the loxing candidate are always dis-
appointed. What is different this time?

\WWe all know whal is different this
time. We have a President who, as the
Senator from New Jergey said. even Le-~
fore a vole was cast, lhal if he didn’t
win the election. it was going to be a
fraud and every day since then has per-
petrated that lie,

We have a President who just today
criticized the very Joyal Vice Presi-
dent. who is presiding right now. urg-
ing him to disregard his responsibil-
ities under the Constitutlon of the
United States in order to reinstall Don-
ald Trump as President: the same per-
son who wot on the phone to the sec-
relary of state in Georgia and threat-
ened him to change Lhe results of lhe
election,

Mr. President. I read something this
week I never thought I would read in a
newspaper in the United States of
America. It was an op-ed by all the liv-
ing former Secretaries of Defense, in-
cluding Secretaries Rumsfeld. Cheney.
and  Malifs,  warning—warning—the
counlry about our Lradition of peaceful
transfer of power and that it would he
inappropriate for the military to lake
sides in the United States of America.
We talk to the world ahout how we
want to promote democracy and our
values, and right here alt home too
many are undermining those values.

Mr. President. Donald Trump could
not do this alone. He coukt only do it if
he is alded and abetted by individuals




Case 1:21-cv-00111-JNP Document 2-1 Filed 08/05/21 PagelD.96 Page 90 of 102

S28

who are willing to perpetrate those lies
and those conspiracies. and that isx why
it is so important (hal we as Demo-
erats and Republivans and Sepators
stand up together—stand up together
and tell the truth, You know when yvou
#o into an court of Jaw. like those 60
cases, vou are testifving under penalty
of perjury. That is very different than
here in the House and the Senate, and
in all those 60 cases. under penalty of
perjury. there wag no evidence of wide-
spread fraud. So it should be easy for
us all Logether 1o tell the truth.

On January 20, Joe Biden will he
sworn in as the next President of Lhe
United Statex, He has said he wants to
Lring the country together. He has said
he wants to bring Democrats and Re-
publicans Logether to do some of the
preszing business of this country. to
defeat Lthis pandemic, to get the econ-
amy going again, to face challenging
fusues of racial and social justice. 1
hope we will lenin from what happened
Loday—the mobh atlack on this Cap-
itol—the price we pay when we don't
stand up for the trulh and for democ-
ragy.

James McHenry. Maryland's delegate
w the Constitutional Convention,
wrote aboul a famous exchanze in his
diaries hetween Elizabeth Willing
Powel andd Benjamin Franklin. A lady
asked Dy, Franklin, -~Well, Doctor.
what have we got. a Republic or a mon.

archy?” A republic.” rveplied Dr.
Franklin, “if you can keep it.”
My colleagues. this is a lest of

whether we unile Lo keep our Republic,
I hope we will pass Lhe test togelher.
Thank vou,

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President. January
6, 2021, will forever mark a historle day
for our Nation. Not simply because our
beloved Capiltol bullding—the very
neart of onr democracy—Ilaid under
siegre. Not simply because rioters
stormed the Senate and House floors.
assaulting Capitol Police officers and
leaving a wake of deslruction along the
way. Not simply because the President
of the United Statey encouraged his
supporters to commit Lhese felonies—
Lo march to the Capitol and “to fight.”
in his words. No. today will also be re-
membered because of what happened
pefore all of that, Today. aver 180 Mem-
hers of the House and a «dozen Senators
supported a ploy to deprive the States
and the American people of their con-
stitutional role to choose our next
President—a ploy that amounts o
nothing less than an assaunlt on our
Constitutional republic.

The President’s obscene c¢laim Llhat
the election was stolen [from him,
which he continued to spoutl even while
his rioting supporters roamed the Halls
of the Capitol today. has Dheen
disproven time and again. Every sinule
Senalor lknows (hat Viee Presidenl
Biden won the election and did so deci-
sively. Claims that President Trump
won reslection are nol just fantasy:
they are delusional. And citing volers’
mistrust in Lthe election resulls as
wrounds for this stunt is particulardy
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disingenuous given that those concerns
have Leen fueled by the President’s
own baseless conspiracy theories—not
by the evidence. not by the facts, and
not by State election administrators.
bhoth Republicans and Democrats, who
actually oversaw these elections and
know what Lhey are talking about.

Presidenl. Trump and his allies have
now lost more than 60 cases in courts
across the country, hy judges of every
political stripe, including those ap-
pointed hHy the President. The lopsided-
ness of these decisionk has Leen ex-
traoridinary. 1t has bean nothing less
than a wholesale rejection of the Prexi-
denl’s claims, But this is not sur-
prising. The President’s own Allorney
General sald there is no cvidence of
widespread fraud. His own Department
of Homeland Security described il as
the most secure election in American
history.”

Presidenl Trump serves no one hul
himgelf. He is not a ¢ustodian or guard-
jan of our democracy. He is n man
whose avery decision is driven by his
shallow self-interest. 1 did not expect
him to be gracious in defeat. I expected
him to throw tantrums. [ am not even
surprised that his rhetoric has incited
violence. as 1t has today, ‘That is who
President Trump ix: we have all known
that for some time. I am surprised and
disappointed that so many Members of
this body have let il get Lthis far. After
he incited rioters and criminal acitions
by a mob attacking America’s symbol
of democracy. our Capitol. whal more
will he do? He should jusl leave. He has
damaged the country enough,

our joh today is simply to count the
votes and to cerlify Lhat Joe Biden won
the slection. Pretending that Congress
could effectively overturn the will of
the American people has. predictably.
poured gasoline on an already lit five.
We must now gel to work to put this
fire out. 1 am glad that Congress s
taking the first step now—that is. Lo
stop with this nonsense and certify this
election. The next step will be harder.
The only way we stand a chance of
coming together as a country. let alone
making progress for the American peo-
ple. is by working together.

I am thankful to the many Senale
Republicans who have forcefully re-
jected this dangerous political stunt,
even before the violence. Your words
had meaning and sent a message to the
country that our democracy will en-
dure,

1 have served in the Senate for 46
vears, T can tel) you that history will
remamber Lhis sad day. So Jel us en-
sure that it is not just remembered for
the destruction. for Lhe President’s
recklessness. and for those in Congress
who s0 casually attempled to overturn
the will of the Amevican people. Let us
work together now and certify this
election. =0 thix day will also he re-
menthered for those who stood up awd
rejected this dangerous political stunt
for the gool of the Republiv and for the
good of the American people.

Mrs, FEINSTEIN, My, President.
Today has heen a dark day that will
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fake a long time and a lot of work Lo
overcome. It has heen a day truly un-
worthy of our Nation.

I thank the U.S. Capilol Police, the
U.S. Secrel Service, the law enforce-
ment officers fromi Waszhington., DC.
Maryland, and Virginia, the Nalional
Guard, and olhers who have protected
thls institution and Lthe U.8. Congress
today.

There will be time to say more ahout
today's events, but [ rise now Lo speak
about the unprecedented actions today
to attempt to undermine a fairly and
plroper]_\' conducted democratic elec-
tion.

Under our system of government.
States bear the primary responsibility
for running elections and certifying
election results, and that is exactly
whal we have seen—all 50 Stales and
the District of Columbia have certified
the results of the 2020 Presidential
clection,

The resulls of the election are cleay:
Joe Biden and KAMALA HARRIS won.

Challenging these elecloral voles
now is the height of hypocrisy for a
party  that prides itself on Stlales’
rights.

Even worse. loday’s actions ave hased
on the faulty premise that this eleclion
wag somehow tainted by widespreard
frraud. which is flal out wrong.

Protesting these votes today is a dis-
service Lo our constitulional order and
the more than 81 million Americans
who voted for Joe Biden and KaMaLa
HARRIS.

We must also recognize thal today’s
actions could echo far beyond this elec-
tion. Our democratic Republic has sur-
vived as a resull of certain bedrock
principles.  Including the peaceful
transfer of power and the right of Lhe
people Lo elect their leaders.

For Congress Lo challenge the legit-
imacy of electoral votes hecause Presi-
dent Tramp is upset that he lost far ex-
ceeds our role as envisfoned by owr
Founding Fathers.

These challenges threaten the very
core of a functioning democracy—thal
volers and votes matter,

If a State's electoral voles can be sel
aside by Congress based on conspiracy
theories dreamed up by the President
and his followers. the value of (ree and
falr elections is damaged,

Myr. President. those who feel they
needed to protest todayx's vesulls say
they do so becanse of allegations of
fraud. The problem is. those allexa-
tions all ariginate from President
Trump himself.

‘he Justive Department found neo
evidence of widespread frawd. Attorney
General Bair himself said Lhere were
no brregularities that could have af-
fected the outcome of the election.

Likewise, our courts—including the
Supreme Court—have togsed out law-
suit after lawsull filed by President
Trump and bis alljes, more than 60 in
tolal.

1 appreciate those Republicans Sen-
atore who have stood up for democracy
and agzainst these haseless objections
Lo the election results.
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Senator ROMNEY called it an “euve-
gious ploy.™

Senator TnoMey said, “Allegations of
fraud by a losing campalgn cannot jus-
tify overturning an election.™

Senator PORTMAN sald, I cannol
support allowing Congress (o thwart
Lhe will of the voters.”

And Senator THUNE added. "IU's time
for everyhody Lo move on.'”

He s right: the election is over,
President-Elect Biden won.

Especfally now. after all of the
events of the day. It is truly time lo
el Lo work repairing our country.

Thank you, My, President, 1 vield the
{loor.

Mr. CARPER, Mr, Presidenl, free.
falr elections ave the lifeblood of our
democtracy. Charges of unfairnesg are
serfous, bhut calling on election unfair
does not make iL so, Charges require
specific allegations and then proof. We
have neither here.”

Those aren’t my words. Those are the
words of a judge on the U.8, Court of
Appeals for the Third Clreuil. rejecting
President Trump's legal challenges to
the Pennsylvania election—a judge
who. 1 might add. was a longtime mem-
ber of Lhe conservative Federalist Soci-
ely and was nominated to the hench hy
President Trump.

Mr. President. the 2020 presidential
election was havrd-fought. but the
Amerivan people spoke c¢learly anfl de-
cisivelv: 81.2 milllon votes for Joe
Biden. 74.2 million votes for Donald
Trump. 51.3 percent of the vole for Joe
Biden. 46.8 percent of the vote for Don-
ald Tramp. 306 electoral college voles
for Joe Biden. 232 electoial college
votes for Donald Trump.

Accepling the outcome of an election
can be difficult when our polilical
party doesn’t win, bul calling an elec-
t{on unfair does not make it so.

More than 60 Federal and State
courts, involving more than 90 judges.
many of whom were nominated by Re-
publican Presidents, including Presi-

“dent Trump, are all in agreement. No
evidence of widespread fraud. wrong-
Aoing, or oLher irregularities have been
uncovered during the 2620 election.

Unfortunately. some of our col-
leagues today ask us to do the same
thing Donald Trump asked of the sec-
retary of stalo of Georgla: Lo overturn
the results of the 2020 election without
specific allegations and without proof.
Qur colleagues are asking us not Lo
abide hy the will of the people bul to
pend to the will of one man. Donald
Trump.

In 1787. delegates from 13 Stales con-
vened in Philadelphia to debate the fu-
ture of our vountry. Our Founders dis-
agreed on many Lhings. but they did
agree thal they aidn’t want a King. and
they set up ap intricate system of
cheuks and halances Lo enswre that we
would never have an all-powerful Kinyg.
Thal svstem of checks and balances is
Being pushed Lo a dangerous limit here
today. hut it will prevail.

Here are just some of the clalms Don-
ald Trump and his lezal temn have
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matde aml thal our volleagues lend cre-
dence Lo today: that Venezuela, Cuba,
and China rigeed our country’s voting
machines in favor of Joe Biden: that
dead people voled in this election and
thex only voted for Joe Biden: amil Lthat
poll watchers and election ohselvers—
who risked their lives during this pan-
demiv to uphold the intexrity of our
elections—stuffed ballot hoxes with
Biden votes and shredded Trump votes.
Not one—let me repeal—nol one of
these things {g {vue. Thete iz no evi-
dence to hack up these ridiculous
claims,

Many of these absurd claims from
Donald Trump and his legal team are
nothing more 1than conspiracy Ltheovies
circulating online. ‘I'his misinforma-
tion and dangerous rhetoric from the
Presidenl and his alles. including calls
for violence. have polluted ouwr dis-
course and imperiled our peaceful tran-
sition of power. And when our col-
leagues show indifference or outright
supperl  for  these ubnsubstantiated
claims and conspivacy theovies. they
lead owr nation and our Constilution
down a dangerous palh. We all swore
an oath to support and defend our Con-
stitution—not our polilical party. and
certainly not any individua) candidale.

Colleagues. for Lhe safely of our viti-
zens and our Republic, we musL lead by
example and turn Lhe temperature
down. It was a4 hard-fonght campaign,
but the campaign iz over, the voles
have been counted, the count has heen
certified in all 50 States, and in 2
weeks. on January 20th. Joe Biden and
KaMaLA Hakrls will be sworn-in as
President and Vice-President of the
United States,

We have serious and urgent chal-
lenges that will require working with
our new President and Vice President
and with one another. including mak-
ing sure hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans can be vaccinaled, gelting our
kids back 1o school, and getling their
parents back to work. just to name a
fow.

It is Lime to stop tryving Lo overturn
the will of the people and gsl back Lo
working on their behalf.

President Lincoln observed at the
end of the Geltysburg Address thal
ours is a “wovernment of the people. by
the people, and for the people.” Even in
the midst of a Civil War, President Lin-
coln pul his unwavering faith in “the
people” Lo chart our Nation's course,
We would be wise to remember Lin-
coln’s words in this moment. We arve
not a government of ‘Prump. by Trump.
and for Tirump, We are a government of
Lhe people. by the people. and for Lhe
people. And Lhe people have spoken.
our only job taday is to listen to them.

Mr. CARDIN. Mp. President. not lik-
ine whom the voters choose to vole for
in an election does not mean it is a
fraudulent election. Euabling such talk
and actively working to disseminale
false information that cripples our gov-
ernment ix In ilself a fraud commitied
against the Amerfean people amd our
Congtitution,
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This past. November, the American
people voted in Lhe highest numbers we
have seen in our Nation's history. Moye
than 155 milljon Americans e¢ast a hal-
lot in what was a free and fair election.

A clear majorily voted for former
Vice President Joe Biden over Presi-
dent Donald Truamp. This was not the
closest election in our Nation's history
by a long shol. President-Elect Joe
Biden won by more than 7 million
voles. He and Vice President-Elect
KaMaLA HARRIS won 306 electoral
voles. Donald Trump and Mike Pence
received 232 electoral votes.

Given the tremendous impact the
COVID-19 pandemic has had on our
country. everyvone shiould be over-
whelmed that Americans Lurned oul in
such strong numbers for Lhis election.
People should not have to choose he-
tween casting their ballot and pro-
tecting their own health and their fam-
ilv's health. The pandemic wreaked
havoe in 30 many of our lives for much
of last year, which Is why our election
officials in most States responded by
taking special measures and pre-
cautions to protect the right to vote
while safeguarding the health and well-
being of voters and election judges
alike.

Election security officials, Federal
and Lthose in all 50 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia—Democrats. Repub-
licans. and Independents—have all cer-
tified that we held a free and fair elec-
tion despite these extraordinary cir-
cumstances. The Department of Home-
land Security. DHS. stated that the
November 3 election was the most se-
cure in Amerlcan history™ and thal
there is no evidence that any voting
system deleted or losl votes. changed
votes. or was in any way com-
promised.”

President Trump responded how we
would expect a would-be autocrat to re-
spond, by firing the head of the DHS
agency overseeing election security.
pursuing baseless and groundless law-
guits. and promoting wild conspiracy
theories about a rigged election. These
lawsuits repeatedly have been dis-
missed as frivolous by bLolh State and
Federal judges appointed by hoth Re-
publican and Democratic Chief Execu-
Lives,

There is simply no evidence of wide-
spread voter fraud claims in this elec-
tion that can credibly affect the out-
come of the eleclion. which even
former U.S. Attorney General William
Barr—speaking on behalf of the De-
partment of Justice—acknowledged. In
December. the electoral college met to
certify the results, and all of the
States and the Districl of Columbia
have now regularly reported their re-
sults Lo Congress. pursuant Lo the 12th
Amendment Lo the Constitution.

In Pennsylvania, a panel of the Third
Cirenit Court of Appeals unanimously
rejected  President. Trump's lawsuit
making claims that a State court had
alrendy dismissed. Stephanos Bibas—a
judge whom President. Trump ap-
pointed—wrote. “Free. fnir elections
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are Lhe lifeblood of our demociney.
Charges of unfajrness arve serious, But
calling an election unfair does not
make it so, Charees require specifiv al-
legations and then proof. We have nei-
ther here.”

On Monday, January 4, in the U.S.
Distriet Court for the District of Co-
lumbia. James Boasberg—whom George
W. Bush originally appointed to the
hench—dismissed yel another frivolous
lawsuit seeking to stop Congress from
certifving President Presideni-Elect
Joe Biden's victory when it meels in
joint session Lo tally the electoral col-
legre voles on Wednesday.

in a 7-page opinion. Judge Boashery
neted Lhat the plaintifts had filed in
the wrong vourt: did not have standing
to sue: and had made no effort Lo serve
defendants with the suil, a legal re-
quirement. He indicated that he was
contemplating veferring Lhe case to the
Court’s Committee on Grievances -for
potential discipline of Plaintiffs’ coun-
sel.” More importanily. he wyote, the
suit rests on a fundamental and obvi-
ous misreading of the Constitution.”
He concluded, It would be risible were
ity target mnol so grave: the under-
mining of a democratic election for
President of the United States.”

After heing shul down again and
again by the courts and State election
officials—Lhe people who run the elec-
tions—President Trump has continued
his sordid campaign to undermineg the
rule of Jaw In our Nation. He continues
to fan the flames of division in our Na-
tion. including encouraging fringe ele-
ments seeking to declare martial law
or have Lhe military intervene to over-
turn. the election results, This dema-
woguery led all 10 former Secretaries of
Defense who are still living—Repub-
licans and Democrats alike—(o warn
against any attempt to involve the
military in pursuing claims of election
fraud. arguing (bat it would take the
United States into “dangerous. unlaw-
ful and unconstitutional territory.”

President Thrump and his enablers’
ceaseless provocalions call into ques-
tion whether we can have a peaceful
and orderly transition of power in the
United States. This concern is not Lhe-
oretical. as we saw loday, as a lawless
mobh encouraged by the President tem-
porarily took control of our sacred
Capitol.

President Trump's recent phone call
to pressure the Georgia secretary of
state to find™ the votes he needs to
win the State is his latest failure to
take care that the laws be faithfully
executed.

Historically. American Presidenls
have understood that America is a de-
moeracy and nol an autoeraey or & cult
of personalitv. 1 find it unfathomable
thal we aven need Lo say Lhatl out loud.

Elected lezislators canuol. in good
conscience. allow President Trump to
continue 1o act like a dictator by try-
ing Lo undermine valid election results
and trash and burn our Republic on his
way out of office.

If a foreiuyn leader acted in such a
blatant way Lo overturn lepitimate
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election resulls, (he full U.S. Conugress
would forcefully condemn such aulo-
eratic and undemocratic moves,

My congressional colleagues who are
objecting to Lhe electoral vollege ve-
sults without any evidence or legal
basis must stop coddling President
Trump's insatiable ego. They must re-
member Lhelr oath is to the Constitu-
tion and not the President.

Sixty years ago. John F. Kennedy
warned that psople who foolishly seek
power by riding the back of the tiger
ultimately end up inside its belly. Peo-
ple should heed that advice. It I8 time

Lo put country before personal
ambition.
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President. the

American people should have full faith
in our election system, which is why I
Jed the passage of voter ID legislation
in North Carolina and why ! supported
Prasident Trump’s right to call for re-
counts and hring challenges 1o the
cowrts, 1 share the concerns of many
Americans regarding the lack of secu-
rity of widespread mail-in voting amdl
the partisan actions of activist Demo-
cratic lawyers who succeeded in mak-
ing questionable changes Lo the voling
process while Americans were already
casting their hallots. Even if it was't
enough o change the cutcome of the
election. frregularilies and fraud are
never acceplable. and they should he
investigzated and prosecuted when ap-
propriale,

The Framers of our Constitulion
made il clear that the power to certify
elaclions fs reserved Lo the States, not
Congress. Refusing to certify Stale
election resulls has no viable path to
success. and, most importantly, it
lends legitimacy Lo the left’s stated
policy ohiective of completely federal-
{zing elections and eliminating the
electoral college. Congress should not
oversiep its constilutional authority
by overturning the results of Slates
and the will of American volers, espe-
cially absent legitimate requests from
States for Conygress to intervene.

It is a precedent we should nol set.
and Nancy PeLos! and CHUCK SCHUMER
should not have the power to set aside
glectors after the 2024 election and
overrule Federa) courts and the Con-
stitution as Lthey see fil.

I was proud lo supporl President
Trump's agenda and campaign with
him. and 1 am deeply disappointed he
was not reelected despite his success in
creating jobs, culting taxes, securing a
conservative judiciary. reforming the
VA, and rebuilding our military, Al-
though 1 certainly wish the resulls
were different. Congress cannot change
them without inflicting {rreparable
damave to our constilutional Republic.
1 will not oppose the certification of
Lhe electoral college voles, and I will
not embolden politicians in the fulure
to appoint our Presidents instead of
having the American people duly elect
(hem,

Mr, KELLY. My, President. In Amer-
ica. we have fair elections and peaceful
transitions of power, In America, de-
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mocracy prevails over chaos, And in
Amerfen, those who commit violeat
acts againsl our povernmenl ares held
accountable, These are the values that
I served to defend in the U.8. Navy and
that I have swortt an oath to uphold in
the Senate. and they have not failed
us.,

Our democracy was tested today—
first. by a baseless objection to Avizo-
na's clectoral votes, despite the fact
Lhal Arizona’s elections were fairly ad-
ministered and vertified hy a Repub-
Hcan Governor, a Democratic Sece
retary of state. and public servants al
avery level of govermment and rep-
resenting bhoth politieal parties: and
then again when individuals, spurred
on by the President, stormed the Cap-
itol in an unpatriotic attempt to over-
turn our election, They will fail. To-
night we will count Arizona’s electoral
votes and those of every other State.

For centuries. our democracy has
thrived hecause after elections we have
come Logether Lo find common ground
and solve our challenges, and that is
the work we begin tonight. My focus
will continue to he on representing Ari-
zonans by working with Republicans
and Democrals and the incoming ad-
ministration te heat this virus and re-
huild our economy.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. President. it is
Lhe privilege of a lifelinie to represent
the people of Wyoming in this great de-
liberative body. I gwenuinely look for-
ward to joining each of you to make a
difference for the American people and
to uphold my solemn oath to support
and defend the Canstitution.

Let me be ciear, An attack on our
Capitol is an attack on our Constitu-
tion and democracy itself. 1 strongly
condemn the violence Lhalt occurred
today. which did more Lo thwart the
democratic process than to protect it.
Today. many Members of the Senale
were Lrying Lo peavefully use our
democralic process to ensure each and
every American’s vote counts. In the
best tradition of the U.S. Senate. we
will fulfil! our constitulional duty and
complete the electoral count tonight.

In 1833. Senator Daniel Webster said
that “duty binds . . . the conscience of
the individual member” in counting
the votes for President and Vice Presi-
dent. Each of us has a solemn duly to
ensure that the slate of Presidential
slectors we certify is beyond reproach.
respecting the people’s voice and up-
holding the Constitution.

Congress will nol overlburn the peo-
ple’'s voice. A president will be inavgu-
vated on January 20. Congress cannol
and shall not divtate the results of a
Presidential election to our States,
That would be the death of our Repub-
lic,

In the coming months, Congress
musl take a fresh look at Lroubling
concerns from the election that simply
don’'t add up. After the 2000 Presi-
denlial election. milljons of voters in
Florida felt disenfranchised, and now 74
million Amerfcans deserve the assur-
ance and the dighily that their votes
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count the same as every other Amer-
fcan. We owe our firsl duty o Lhe
American  people.  followlng prove-
dures—Ilike the Electoral Count Act—
used for nearly 150 years.

Il is my fervent hopa that our Slale
legislatures will consider meaningful
election reform to ensure that our elec-
tion laws are applied uniformly. Lo en-
sure the technology we use i3 acciunate
and secure, and. mos! -imporlantly. to
ensure that all Americans treasure our
precious right to vole and feel their
voices are heard, States are at the very
center of elections in our country and
will remain so.

Many ask why Congress should be in-
volved in election matters that have
fieen consideved by Lhe courts. Some
argue that Congress’ role in certifying
our Presidential elections is merely
ministerial. Under our constlitutional
separation of powers. il is too often
forgotlen that Congress has the right
and dutly to interpret the Constitution.
especially on matters which by the
Constitution have heon delegated to
Congress. like the electoral count. Con-
gress inlerpreted the Twelfth Amend-
ment in pagsing the Electoral Count
Act in 1887 and continues to breathe
new life into these provisions by its ac-
tions Loday. Our Founders understood
Congress would play a key role in de-
bating constitutional issues as a co-
equal branch of zovernment. Thomas
Jefferson commented in an 1819 lelter
that each of the three departments [of
government] has equally the right to
decide for ilself what is its duty under
the Constitution,”

I remain deeply concerned that Lbe
electoral volex of the Commonwenlth
of Pennsylvania were not ‘‘regularly
given” under Pennsylvania law. as re-
quired by the Electoral Count Act. Se-
rious concerns have been raised aboul
Lhe constitutionality of Pennsylvania’s
vole-by-mail statute, Also., Pennsyl-
vania election law may have been ap-
plied unevenly by State officlals. in-
cluldling signature verification and
voler identification requirements,

In 2005. Senator Barhara Boxer and
the late Represenlative Slephanie
Tubhs Jones ohjected Lo the slate of
electors from Ohio. They rightfully
drew attention to the fact that many
Aflrican-Americans and other commu-
nities suffered disproportionate wait
times at the polls, broken voling ma-
chines, and high ballot rejection rates.
Raising this objection led to some of
these issues beihg remedied and move
Americans having lbhe precious oppor-
tunity to vote. That is a legacy our
Senale and every American should
value today.

Thank you.

‘'he VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leatler.

Mr. MCCONNELL. My, President. |
vield 5 minutes Lo the Senator from
South Carolina, Senator GRAHAM,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Soulh Carolina.

Mr. GRAHAM, Many times. my State
has been the problem, I love it. That is
where 1 want Lo die but no time soon.
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Tim and I have a good relationship. 1
love TIM ScoTT, In 1876. Soulh Caro-
lina, Louisiana. and Florida sent two
slates of eleclors—they had lwo Gov-
ernors, by the way—and we didnt
know whal to do. Why did South Caro-
Hna, Flerida, and Louisiana do {t? To
hold the country hostage to end Recon-
structlon, It worked.

The Commission was 8 to 7. It did
work. Nobody accepled i{. The way it
ended s when Hayves did a deal wilh
these Lhree States: You give me he
electors. 1 will kick the Union Army
out, The rest is history. It led to Jim
Crow. If you are looking for historical
guidance. this is not the one to pick.

If yvou are looking for a way to con-
vince people there was no fraud, having
a commission chosen by NaANCY PBELOS,
MIrcH MeCoNXELL, and John Roberts is
nol going Lo get yvou Lo where you want
1o go. It ain’t gonna work. So it 1s nol.
going to do any pood. 1L s going to
delay., and it gives ¢redibility 1o a dark
chapter of our history. That is why [
am not with you. hut I will fight to my
death for yvou. You are able 1o object,
You are not doing anylhing wrong.
Other people have objected. 1 just
think it is a uniquely bad idea to delay
this election.

Trump and 1 have had a hell of a
journey. I hate il being this way. Oh.
my God. I hinte §t. From my point of
view., he has Dheen a consequential
President. But loday. the first thing
you will see, all T can say is. count me
out. Bnough {3 enough. I tried to be
helpful., But when the Wisconsin su-
preme courl ruled 4 to 3 lhat they
Aidn’t violate the Constitulion of Wis-
consin, | agreed with the three, but 1
accept the four. If Al Gore can aceepl §
to 4 he is not President. T can accept
Wisconsin 4 Lo 3.

Pennsylvania went to the Second Cir-
cuit, So much for all the judges being
in Trump's pocket. They saijd: No. you
are wreng, | aceept the Pennsylvania
Second Circuil that Trump's lawsuit
wasn’t right.

Georgia. they saild the secrelary of
stale Look the law in his own hands.
and he changed the election laws un-
lawfully. A Federal judge said no. I ac-
cept Lhe Federal judge, even thowgh 1
don’t agree wilth it.

Fraud. They say theve is 66,000 people
in Georgia under 18 voting. How many
peoaple bhelieve that? 1 asked: Give me
10. 1 haven't had one. They said 8.000
felons in prison in Arizona voled. Give
me 10, § haven't zotten one.

Does that say there are problems in
every election? 1 don'l buy this,
Enough is enough. We got 10 end i1,

Vice President PEXNCE. whal they are
asking you to do. you won't do hecause
you can’t.

Tatk about interesting Limes. 1 asso-
clale myself with Raxp Pavn. How
many times will vou hear that? The
mobh has done something nobody else
coulidl do to get me and Rand to agree,
Rand s right. If yvou ale a consery-
ative. this is the mosl offensive con-
vept in the world that a single person
vould disenfranchise 155 million people.

S31

[Tihe President of Lhe Senate «hall, (o the
presence ol the Senate and the House of Rep-
vexentatives, open all certitivates and the
votea shall then be counted:-The person hav-
e the zreatest number of vates for Prest-
dent shall be Presfdemt

Where in there does it say thal Mike
can say, T don’t like the results: |
wanl Lo send them back 1o the Stales:
1 believe there was fraud™?

To the conservalives who helieve in
the Constitution, now is your chance
Lo stand up and be counted,

Orizinalism. count me in, Il means
what il savs,

So Mike—Mr. Vice President. just
hang in there, They said: We can coum
on Mike. All of us can count on the
Vice President. You are going 1o do the
right thing. You are woing to do the
constitutional thing. You have a son
who flies F-35s5. You have got a son-in-
law flying F-18s. They are oul there
flying so we can el it right here.

There ave people dying. to my good
friend from Illnois. 1o make sure we
have a chance to argue amonyg our-
selves. and when it is over. Il is over. It
is over.

The final thing. Joe Biden. I have
traveled the world with Joe. I hoped he
lost. 1 prayed he would lose, He won.
He is the legitimate President of the
United States. 1 cannot convince peo-
ple. certaln groups. by my words, but |
will tell you by my actions that mayhe
1. above all others in this body, need to
say this, Joe Biden and KaMALA HARRIS
are lawfully elected and will hecome
the President and the Vice President of
the United States on January the 20th.

({Applause, Senators rising.s

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majarity
leader,

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, |
vield back Lhe balance of our Lime.

VOTE ON ORIBCTION TO COUNTING OF ARIZONA

ELFUTORAL VOTES

The VICE PRESIDENT. All lime has
expired.

The question is. Shall the objection
submitted by Lhe gentleman from Ari-
zona, Mr. Gosagr. and the Senator lrom
Texas. Mr. CrRUz., and others he sus-
taine?

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President. 1
ask for the yeas and nays,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 6.
nays 93, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote Nu. 1 Leg.)
YEAS €

Cruz Hyde-Nmith Marshal]
Hawlew Kenpedy Tuberville
NAYS 83
Raddwin Brown Coons
Barinrsn Ban Coravn
Bentiet Cantieellt Corier Masto
Rlacktaen Capito Cutien
Hlamenthal Canidin Cranie:
Blunt Caipt Crape
RBuniter Caney Daiaes
Bonziman Camsiily backworth
Braau Cullin~ baghan
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Emst Lovifled Haaane
Pefnsben Lutan Seharg
Fisvlut Lummis Schunn
GilHtrand Manchm Soutt P
Girahem Aarkey St o’
Grassley MeConnell shaleen
Haxesty Metiende? Khelty
Haix Merkley Siema
Harsan Nurar satith
Hrinrch MurRowsks Braberoy
Hivkenluupn Mutphv sullivan
Hirune Musray Tentyr
Hucven Pand ‘Thune
Inhote Peters Pillia
Johuaon Portinan Toomey
Kaine Bred Van Hollern,
Keliv Risch Watner
Rine tomes Waren
Klobu hae Roren Whitchonse
Lanktayd Rounds Wi kiep
Laahy Rulie Wyden
Lee Handets Youne

The VICE PRESIDENT. On this vole.
Lhe yeas are 6, the nays are 93,

‘'he ohjection is not sustained.

The Secretary will notify the House
of the action of the Senate, informing
that bady that the Senate is now ready
to proceed Lo joint session for further
counting of the electoral vote for
President and Vice President.

The majority leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. So. volleagues,
here is where we are. We have a few
more speakers now as we wait for lhe
House to finish thelt debate and vote.
We expect the House to finish voling
on Arizona hetween 11:30 and midnight.

S —

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr, MCCONNELL. Mr. President. 1
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of wmorning husiness,
wilh the following Senators permitted
to speak Lherein for up to 5 minutes
each: Senator TooyMEY, Senator RUBIO,
and Senalor COLLINS,

Mr. SCHUMER. And on our side. Sen-
ators WYDEN, HIRONO, and COONS,

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BonzMaN), Withoutl objection, it is =o
ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

OBJECTION TQ COUNTING OF
PENNSYLVANIA ELECTORAL
VOTES
My, TOOMEY. My, Prosident. I appre-

ciate the indulgence of my colleagues
allowing me Lo speak twice today. But
my understanding 8 that Jater this
evening. objectors will object to the
certification of Pennsylvania’s elec-
Loral votes because they disapprove of
the process that my Stale used in the
last election. So in light of my expec-
lation of this objection, 1 rise to defend
the right of my citizens, my constitu-
ents, to vole in the Presidential elec-
tion.

Lel's be clear. Thatl is exactly what
this objection Is aboul. IL is what it
wonkl do. It woukl overturn the results
of Lthe Presidential election in Pennsgl-
vania, and it would therehy deny Peni-
sylvanin's volers the opportunity 1o
even parlicipate in the Presidential
electlion.

Even if Conuress did have the con-
stitutjonal responsibility to hwlge the
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worthiness of a State’s vlection proc-
ess. which {t does nol. rejecting Penn-
syivania’s electoral votes would still e
wildly out of proportion to Lhe pui-
ported offenses and very damaging to
our Republic.

Lel me go through a few facts about
Pennsylvania.

First. some of Lhe objectors and, in
fact, even Lthe Prexident of the United
States thiy morning have observed Lhat
the Pennsvivania Supreme Courl dis-
regarded existing law when il 1uled
that mail-in ballots could be counted
even {f they arrived up lo 3 days after
election day.

Now. Lthe objectors are right about
that. In my view. the Supreme Courl of
the Uniled States should overturn that
illegal decvizion. But only 10.007 hallots
arrived in Panusylvania during the 3
days after the election, and those 10.097
hallots have heen excluded from the
vote count that resulted in President-
Elect Biden winning Pennsylvania hy
about B80.000 votes. What greater rem-
edy could the objectors possibly want
than the complele exclusion of Lhe
late-arriving ballols? How could we
possibly invalidate the entire Pennsyl-
vania election over 10.000 voles Lhat
were not even included in the vote
count?

A seeowl charge we heard—and Lhe
Senator from Missouri alluded to it
this evening--is thal a 2019 Pennsyl-
vania law thal allows mail-in ballots
for any teason—that that might vio-
late the Pennsylvania Constitution.
Fivst of all, as Senalor CASEY ohserved.
Lhis was a bipartisan law passed with
nearly unanimous Republican support.
Clearly. the Stlale legislators and the
Governor helieve it is consistent with
the Pennsylvania Constitution,

Secondly. this law was not chal-
lenged when it was passed, 1L wasn’t
challenred when it was applied during
the June primary election. It was chal-
lenged only after President Trump lost
the peneral election. But 2.6 million
Pennsylvanians voted by mail-in ballot
in the general election. Over 37 percent
of Pennsylvania voters, in good faith.
relied on a law to cast their votes. as
they had done previously. Now. 1 un-
derstand you can make a Llheoratical
argument about whether this is con-
sistent with Pennsylvania's Conslitu-
tion. and that needs Lo he resolved for
future elections. Bul because of Lhis
constitutional question that some peo-
ple have. Lthe objectors want to prevent
Pennsylvania voters from participating
{n the Presidential election enlirely.
That would be an outrageous remedy
to this purported offensea.

A third charge we have heard is that
Pennsylvania officials did not properly
fmplement Pennsylvania election law
in a variety of other ways. But the
Trump ecampaigy has shown thal many
of Lhese issues have—well, st of all.
none of these fssues would have
changed the elaction oulvome, butl
more importantly, the campaign had
many opportunities. of which it availed
itself, (o litigate these issues. They did
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time and again, and they lost repeat-
edly. often in unanimous. bipartisan
decisions.

Some of he objectors also cite
Congress’s own fajlure to invesxtizate
allegations of election iregularities,
and that is their justification for refus-
ing to certify the election results. But
the allegations of election frregular-
ities and fraud have heen investigated,
They have been adjudicaled. They were
adjudicated in the States in which they
were alleged Lo have occuared.

In Pennsylvania. the Trump cam-
paign took their case of election ireg-
ularities into the courtrocom of Judge
Matthew Brann of the Federal district
court. Judge Brann Is a conservalive
Republican Federalisl Society member.
Here is what he said about the Trump
campaixn case!

This court. has lween presented with
*tyained legal arguments without merft and
speculative aceusations . . . unsupported by
evidence, In the United States of Amerjca.
this cannot Juxtify the disenfranchisement of
a single voter, let alone all [the} voters of
the #ixth most popuiatesd siate,

So Lhe campaign then appealed Judge
Brann's decigion to the Third Circuit.
and they drew a three-judge panel. all
Republican-appointed judges. one ap-
pointed by President Trump. The panel
concired with Judge Brann.

Certainly there were irregularities in
this election—iliere always are—but
there is no evidenve of significant
fraud. conspiracies. or even significant
anomalies that cast any serious doubt
on who actually won the election.

You know, one of the ways you can
tell is to look al the big picture in
Pennsylvania, Look at what happened.
In 2016, Presgident Trump won Pennsyl-
vania by eight-lenths of 1 percent. In
2020, he lost Pennsylvania by a litlle
over 1 percent, Is there anything at all
that is implausible or surprising abont
a 2-percent change in the election out-
come?

Relalive to 2016, in Pennsylvania the
President lost a litlle ground in most
of the yural counties he had carried. He
losb a Jot of ground in the big suburban
counties. and he slightly narrowed his
large Joss in Philadelphia. There are no
surprises here. This reflects a pattem
that occurred all across the country.

My colleagues, as 1 have said. iL is
nol: owr responsibility to sit in Judg-
ment of State election procedures in
the fiist place. but if it were, there
would not be nearly sufficlent reason
Lo deny my cvonstituents Lheir right to
pavticipate in this Presidential elec-
Lion,

Joe Biden won the election. That is
not what I had hoped for, butl that is
what happened. It was an honesl vic-
Lory with the usual minor hregular-
ities that oceur in most eleclions.

We witnessed today the damage that
can result when men in power and re-
spongibility refuse to acknowledge the
uuth. We saw bloodshed hevause the
demagogue chose to spread falselioods
and sow distrust of his own [ellow
Americans, Let's not abet such decep-
tion. Lel's reject Lhis motion.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oreron.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President. with just
a few minutes to speak. I am woinyg to
et right to the point.

Gunfire in the halls here. IEDs on the
Capitol grounds—1 will say to my col-
leagues, with the domestic terrorists
roaming the halls just a few hours ago.
I have been stunned that this debate is
actually going forward, and Lhat is he-
cause. collearues, Lhis is a fake debate
on electoral cerlifications: that is be-
cause il lends credibility Lo the hogus
idea that Lhe Congress can actually
toss out the results of Lhe eleclion.
and. as we saw Lloday. i serves Lo fuel
insurrection,

Contrary to what some of my —aye”
voting colleagues believe by votes cast
Just a feww minutes ago, Lhis debate has
never been ahout setling up some kingd
of routine election tribunal. This isn’t
about election security. If the Republic
majority for the last 2 years had aclu-
ally been inlerested in election secu-
rity. they would not have worked re-
lentlessly to block my legislation to
secure our 2020 elections with hand-
marked paper ballots and post-election
security audits.

By the way. those are the kinds of
approaches that are part of the Oregon
system, where for 25 years we voted hy
mail. I am the Nalion's firsl. mail-in
U.S. Senator. The second—and I see my
colleagues from Maine and Alaska here
hecause they are very fond of him. like
I am--Gordon Smilh, a Repuldican,
was the second mail-in U.S. Senator in
our counlry. That is because we (10 the
job vighl. I is efficient.,

Our lale-Republican secretary of
state. Dennis Richardson. actually told
President Tramp there was no evidence
of fraud.

So if Republicans had heen inlerested
over the Jast 2 yemrs in actually work-
ing with me and colleagues on both
siles of the aisle and secrelaries of
state, we could have had an approach
thal would have empowered the Oregon
fdea to go national. Instead, we are
now debating tonight the idea ol—a
discussion grounded in total fiction,
brewed in cauldrons of conspiracies on-
line. These. colleagues. ave fever
dreamy—faver dreams laundered by
people with election certificates and
real power. And 1 will tell you. it has
heen painful Lo walteh colleagues sidle
up Lo some of those conspiracies thay
would inflict so much damage on the
American axperinment.

Colleagues, I am going to close with
one last point. We saw today an effort
by domestic Lervorists to Lry to punch
our democravy (o lhe grouml, Lo the
ropes, 1 am goinyg to close by simply
saying something Lhat hadn’t been said
tonight. and that is that Donald Trump
c¢an do enormous damage Lo our coun-
ey in the next 2 weeks, In the next 2
weeks, colleagunes, Donald Trump vcan
do enormous damage to our wonderful
country.

This afternoon—I don’'t know if my
colleagues xaw it—1Lihe National Asso-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

ciation of Manufacturers—an orgzaniza-
tion with thousands of husinesses.
thousands of companies, and not ex-
actly a leftwing outfit—they called for
moving forward with the 25th Amenid-
menl. That wag all over the news al-
ready this afternoon. colleagues. The
Natjonal Association of Manufacturers.
That is what we are seeiny in our coun-
try wilh respect Lo the fear of Ameri-
cans, having walched what happened
here,

I am just going to close hy way of
saying that I believe thal for the next
2 weeks, we have an enormous respofi-
sibility to walchdog Donald Trump day
in and day out, Lo do everything pos-
sible to prevent the Kkinds of abuses
that we saw today. where an American
lost her life. and we saw the fear
amonyz our citizeny at what went on.
Lel's do everything we can as leaders,
Democrats and Republicans. to make
sure that in the next 2 weeks, Donald
Trump's abuses are checked and we do
everything we can to protect this won-
derful Nation of ours.

1 yield the floor,

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘I'he Sen-
ator from Florida is recognized,

Mr. RUBIO. Mr, Presideni. over the
last weeks and dayvs leading up o Lhis
vote here today. | have heard from a
lot. of people ahout this vote. and 1
suess I want Lo address fL as much Lo
them ag anybody else. These are people
I know. These are friends. These are
neighhors. These are longtime sup-
poriers, generally people on my side of
the political aisle.

And they are upsel. They are upset,
They look al the media. and the media,
they censored stories that might have
been negalive toward Joe Biden or
were negalive toward Joe Biden. and
social media companies helped them
oul. And they saw how some States
tinkered with and even mutilated
State election laws. and they have
doubts thal the election was legili-
mate,

It gives Lhis country Lhis exlraor-
dinary crisis of confidence. which is
very dangerous because democracy s
very fragile, and it is not held together
by elections. Democracy is held to-
welher by people’'s confidence in the
election and their willingness Lo abide
by its results.

So the notion was we need to <o
somet hing: we need to fight. Several of
my colleagues have adopted the idea—
and I respect it—that they are going Lo
object.

Now. listen. it is important to under-
stand something. Even the people ob-
jecting in the Seuate recognize that it
is not woing to pass. I is not wolng to
change the outcome, but it is yoing to
send a message, and it Is poing to make
a polut,

‘The problem is 1 think it is a Lerrible
itea al this moment, Just. hours ago, &
vouny lady dled in this Capilol. That
means somebody. somewhere in this
vountry. got a phone call that their
daughter was dead. Their daughter was
voing (o a political rally: she is dead—
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died in this Capitol. somewhete not far
{from whetre we are standing.

We had police offivers—Lhe men and
women we walk hy every single day.
who guard the doors and we say hello
to—outl there wilh riot gear getting
spil on and attacked today—not 10
weeks ago: just a few hours ago. 1
think it is important to think about all
those things on a night like tonighi
with everything that has happened.

I wouldn't even he here today—I
doubt very much whether I would have
even been interested in politics—had it
not heen for my prandfather. He died
when 1 was 14, bul T grew up at his
knee. He would sit on the porch and
would smoke three cigars a day, and he
loved history.

He was born in 1899 in rural Cuba. It
was  s5lill governed by the United
States. Il was a protectorate, Three
vears later, It gained its independence
and became a republic.

During my grandfather's [first 60
vears of life. he saw his country bave
an armed insurrection after a cone
tested election. multiple Presidents wo
into exile. two military coups, and the
rise of a Marxist dictatoyr—a tyranny
that stands Lo this day.

My entire life—my entire life I have
lived with and next to people who came
to America because their country was
chaotic and their counlry was unsafe,
Wihat I saw todav—whal we have seen—
looks mote like those countlries than
the extraordinary Nation that I am
privileged to call home. and } think
about the mockery that it makes of
our country.

A lot of people say: Oh. well. China.
China. Let me just say something, In
all modesty. no one here has worked
harder on the issue of China. They hate
my guts. I am sanctioned—I don'l
know what they are sanctioning—don-
ble sanctioned, aml I ¢can’t travel there.
I wasn't planning Lo anyway.

China is laughing. They are loving
this Lonfght. In Beijing they are high-
fiving hecause they peoint to this and
they say: This is proof the futwre be-
longs to China. America is in decline.

Viadimir Putin—there is nothing
Viadimir Putin could have come up
with belter than what happened here.
It makes us look like we are in total
chiaos and collapse—not to mention the
Ayatollah. who is probably bragging, if
he bas huddies. to his buddies: Look
what is happening Lo the Greal Salan.

1 think poliLics has made us crazy.
Everybody in this country has lost
their mindz on politivs. and we have
forgotlen Lhal America is not a wovern-
ment, America s not a Presjdenl.
Amaerica is nol a Congress.

Lel me tell you what Amerfea is.
America is your family. America is
vour faith. America is your commu-
nity. That is America. That is what our
adversaries don’t understand. and that
is what we need Lo remember. That is
how we are going Lo rebuild this coun-
try and turn the page and have a future
even brighter Lthan our past.

So that is why [ feel =0 strongly
about this and why 1 hope those who
digaree with me will understand.
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1 yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawail {2 recognized.

Ms, HIRONO. Mr. President. it has
been hard. at times, Lo find the words
Lo desertbe the full haym that Donald
Trump has inflicted on our country. We
can spend hours dissecting how his
policies have made us less safe and less
healthy. but his Presideney has also
been a profound moral failure,

Let me Lell you a story, A few years
ago, & father from Hawaii joined me at
one of my talk-slory sessions in my of-
fice, and he asked me a question Lhat
steuck me hard at that time and hax
stuck with me until today. He said:
How can 1 tell my son that lying is not
OK when the President of the United
States lios every single day? I strug-
afed Lo answer his question then. and 1
am nol sure I could offer an adequate
aAnswer now,

But this conversilion remains a clear
example of how we do not live in nor-
mal times. How ig it normal as we and
the worid walched fn hormor as an
angry moh stonmed the U.S. Capitol?
Blood was shed. People were hurt. Van-
dalism oceurred.

It is not normal when we have a
President, who lies every single day.
And even in the face of thig vandalism,
Lhis mob. he really doesn’t have much
Lo say excepl: 1 lave you. You should
20 home now,

1t is nol normal when. in the middle
of a pandemic thal has claimed Lhe
lives of over 350.000 Americans. which
is nearly the combined population of
the islands of Maui and the Big Island.
we have a Presidenl who only seems Lo
care about spreading comspiracies to
undermine confidence in our elections
and our demogracy.

It is not normal when duly elected
Senators who took an oath Lo uphold
the Constlitution pull a stunt to try and
nullify millions of votes in six Stales
so that Donald Trump can remaln
President. I ¢all this effort a stunt be-
cause it is doomed to fail

We have a strong bipartisan major-
ity. as noled in the vote that we just
took. in hoth Chambers of Congress
whe reject this stunl, and courts have
ruled against Trump amd his allies in
nmore than 60 cases.

S0 whenever this farve ends. Lthe re-
sult will be the same: Donald Trump
will have lost the election, and Joe
Biden will hecome the 46th Presidenl of
the United Slates,

You can tell a lot ahout a person
from the way Lhey handle defeat. The
way Donald Trump has handled defeal
says a lot aboul who he is. Watching so
many of our colleawues indulge the
President Lells us a lot about them too.

e don’t have Lo look back very far
In history to find examplex of can-
didates who lost tough races hut dem-
onstrated lheir character in defenl.
Our colleague Senalor ROMKEY gra-
clously conceded his defeal to Presi-
dunt. Ohama in noting:

At a time liKe thix, we can’t risk partisan
bekering and political posturing, Our lead-
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vrs have 10 teach avross the aisde 10 do the
people’s work, andl we citizens also hnve to
rize 10 the oceadion,

And $n 2000, during an election wilh
substantial irregularities and partisan
intervention ftom the Supreme Court,
Al Gore. nevertheless. put his country
first and he sald:

Let there be no doulit. while I styongly dis-
agree with the Court’s decision, 1 acvept it
... And tonight. for the sake of our unity as
@ people and the strength of owr demucracy,
1 offer my conceszion,

As 1 reflect on the service of these
distinguished public servantis and the
acts they Look to maintain our democ-
racy. 1 am also drawn to remarks
President Obama made 4 vears ago in
his farewell address to the Nation when

he warned thalt our democracy is
Lhreatened whenever we take it for
granted,

1t is a particularly sage warning as
we contend wilth the President of Lhe
United States seeking (o nullify a (ree
and fair election simply because he
fost, We have to stand up. speak oul,
and fight back because our demoeracy
ilsel! is at stake,

American democracy hag  endured
over these centuries in large part he-
cause our institutions serve as wuard-
rails to keep us from going over the
cliff. As  elected officials. we can
strengthen these guardrails by listen-
ing to our own conscience in moments
of peril. by having whal our friend
John Lewis valled an execulive ses-
sion with myself.”

Before making a bhig decision. John
would say: Listen self, this is what you
must do: this ix where you must wo.
‘I'oday. we can follow John's example.
listen Lo our conscience. stand up for
owr Constitulion. and do what is right.

1 yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine is recognized.

Ms., COLLINS, Mr. President. lat me
begin my remarks tonfght by express-
ing my heartfelt gratitude to the mem-
bers of the law enforcement commu-
nity and the Nalional Guard whose
hard work and courage made it possible
for us to resume our deliberalions Lo-
night.

We return to this Chamber tonight
wndeterred hy the viclence we wil-
nessed and strengthened in our deter-
mination Lo fulfill our constitutional
duty. The Constitution is the founda-
tion of our American democracy, and
the Constitutlon is what musl guide
our decisions on the Presidential elec-
tion.

The process the Constitulion sels
forth for electing Presidents through
the electoral vollege is  straight-
forward. The people vole. Klectors are
vhosen. The electors vole. Then Con-
sless counts the electors’ votes,

That final step in the process is why
we have convened today. Counting the
votes of Lhe ¢lectors. a function that
the 12th Amendment assigns to Con-
wress. is an administrative and largely
ceremonial act. Qur jobh is simply Lo
count the voles certified by each
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State—nothing more. We should not
attempt Lo usurp the roles of Lhe vol-
ers, the States, or the electoral college.

The American people have done their
job. turning out in record numbers to
vole in Lhe midst of a frightening pan-
demic. Indee, as a percentage of Lhe
voting-eligible population, lhe turnout
was Lhe highest In 120 years. Similarly.
in the midst of thix pandemic. hun-
Areds of election officials and volun-
Leers have done their joh. staflfing poll-
iny places and faitbhfully connting and
oftenn recounting votes, The States
have done their job by certifying the
clection resultls,

Now. 1 have heard the proponents of
these objections raise questions aboul
whether the various Sltates conducted
their eleclions properly. When disputes
over electlons arise. candidates are
able to appeal to our legal system. not
Congress. for recoutse,

In the 2 months since the 2020 elec-
tion, the President’s Jawyers and allies
have had the opportunity to make
Lheir arguments and challenge election
results hefore the courts. Notably.
every one of nearly 60 lawsuils they
have brought forward have heen re-
jected. In fact. the Supreme Court has
lwice refused to hear Lheir eleclion
challenges,

We must. abide by these rulings, ‘he
time has now come for Congress Lo do
its job, We should affirm Lhe certified
results of each State hy counling lhe
votes of their electors. Altering the re-
sults of the elecloral college would set
a terrible precedent in which the party
in control of Congress could override
the will of the volers and overrule our
courts Lo unilaterally choose Lhe next
President. One Senator attempled such
a maneuver after the election in 2004.
and the Senate overwhelmingly re-
jecled that effort. The Senate has dem-
onstraled by its vole tonight thal il
will follow that precedent and do so
again.

Today—tonight. Mr. President. { will
continue to vole to reaffirm the foun-
dation of owr democyacy, the Constitu-
tion of the Uniled States. And I will re-
ject these challenges to the electoral
college,

Thank yvou. Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon is recognized.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President. I in-
vite all of my colleagues Lo cast your
eves upon Lhese Lthree hoxes sitting on
the table in front of the dais, These
three boxes contain the certified re-
sults from every State in our Union re-
garding how that State voted, how
their electors have voted for the Presi-
dent of the United States of America.

You cast your eves on these three
hoxes. and you know thal Lhere is
something special. You see Lhat there
are straps on Lhem holding the top on
and straps around the side and they are
engraved=heautiful handle, bheautiful
leather work. cfted in the cabinet
sliop of our very Senale Lo say to the
world that their vargo is precious.

There are Lhree of these hoxes. The
third box ig brand new, It was crafted
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because 50 many Sliates were cele-
brating this process that they started
Lo use very large forms, very large en-
velopes. very larwge seals to pul those
ballots into and. thus. a third hox was
needed. These boxes contain the voice
of the American people weighing in. as
they have election after election afler
election. They have been used—ilhese
Lwo smaller boxes—for the last 14 elec-
tions. They are Lransported through
those doors to the House of Represent-
atives. where the Senate and House
gather to witness the openiny of the
envelopes to determine who will be the
President of the United States, I\ is
our coustitutional responsibility Lo
witness the counting. That is what the
Constitution calls for,

Tonight. when this Sepnate Chamber
was under attack by domeslic terror-
isls. we were held here in this room.
toors locked (o protect us with the
help of the Capitol Police, They diit an
excellent job. And then they escorted
us Lo a safe room. That anhouncement
came quickly. And when that an-
nouncement came. our senior assistant
parliamentarian, Leigh Hilidebrand, oy-
ganized the team o rescue there hoxes
and keep them safe.

Thank you Lo her and the entire
team Lhat rescued the voice of the
American people. Had they not done so.
then the Dlooligans outside. dis-
respecting the Constitution. would
have come in here and opened (hese
hoxes and burned the ballots. destroy-
ing the voice of the people symboli-
cally. I know no one in Lhis Chamber
wanted something like that to happen
hecause we are here Lo defend the Con-
stitution, to defend the integrity of the
election process. not to allow il Lo he
destroyed.

But. colleagues, although we are 100
Senators—or 99, actually. now because
there are only 89 of us who are duly
elecled al the moment. We are 99 Sen-
ators uniled across party. defending
these ballols from Lhe hooligans out-
side.

There is more than one way Lhese
ballots can be destroyed, and lhal is
for this Chamber and the House Cham-
her to vole that one of those envelopes
representing the State will be shred-
ded, will be hurned, that those voles
will he discounted.

We just held a vote on whether ot not
the envelope conlaining the electoral
votes from Arizona should be burned.
We defended these ballots against the
hooligans outside, but there are those
fn this Chamber supporting the de-
struction of the voice of the vitizens of
Arizona—six voted, And we are coming
hack later Lonight to vote on whelher
Lo shred or burn the ballots for the pep-
ple of Pennsylvania,

We have Lo stand together Lo say ab-
solutely not, The constitutional re-
sponsibility is for us to defend Lhe
process, not to proveed Lo destroy Lhese
ballols,

Now. in spite of all the troubling
things that have happened in this
Chamber this evening, something hean-
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tiful happened, amd that is. we =at here
in this Chamber, all of us Mstening 1o
each olher. S-minule speeches. hearing
each other oul. diverse views, wrestling
with a complicated issue, It is yveally
the first time Lthat has happened in the
12 vears I have served In the Senate,

We need Lo reslore Lhe process of
strugeling with America’s fssues to-
gether on the floor of the Senate, I'hat
{s the Senate 1 saw when [ first came
here as an inlern for my home State
Senator in 1976. That is the Senale that
1 saw when I worked for Congress in
the 1980s. That is Lhe Senate Lhal has
disappeared.

There is a vonversation going for-
ward Dbetween Democrats and Repub-
licans {o restore the ability Lo hold de-
bute on the floor. to restore the ability
to have amendments on the floor so
that we deliberate and wrestle with—in
a4 very public and transparent fashion—
the big issues.

S0 lel's take this moment, when we
are rethinking how to restore the nsti-
tulions of our government., to restore
and improve how this Senate operates
to deal with the issues ahead of us, s0
that thizx moment is a moment where
we come together rather Lhan he di-
vided: where. in a bipartisan fashion.
we craft a strategy Lo restore issues (o
the floor—bills and amendnments—and
debate and Qecisions hefore the public.

Out of a dark moment can shine a
bLright light. a renewal. and it is a mo-
ment much needed now—a moment
much needed in the executive branch
as we, on the 20th of January. welcome
new leadership.

And it is & moment much needed for
us Lo restore the Senate to be lhe de-
liherative hody once renowned and re-
spected around the world, Let's defend
these ballot boxes, hoth from the hooli-
zans outside and those who would vole
to destroy the ballots from any given
State. And lel us come together and re-
store the Senate and fight for the vi-
sion of out *we Lthe people’ Republic.

I yield the floor.

‘e PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware is recognized.

Mr. CARPER, Mr. President, “Free.
fair elections are the lifeblood of our
democracy, Charges on fairness are se-
rious.” 1 think we will all agree. ~But
calling an election unfair does not
make it s0. Charges require specific al-
legations and Lhen [they require] proof.
We have neither hete,”

Those ave not my words. Those are
the words of a judge on the U.S, Circuit
Court of Appeals for the Third Cireuitl
rejecting President Trump’'s lepal chal-
lenges to the Pennsylvania election. 1
might add. a judge who was a longlime
member of the conservative Federalist
Soclely and was nominated to lhe
bench by none other than Donald
Trump,

The 2020 Presidential eleclion was
hard-fought—we will all agres. Bul the
American people spoke clearly. and
they spoke decisively: 81.2 million vot-
err voled for Joe Biden—81.2: 74.2 mil-
lion voled for Donald Trump: 51.3 per-
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cent of the vole wenl for Joe Biden:
16.8 percent of the vote was for Donald
Trump: 306 electoral vollege voles for
Joe Biden: 232 electoral college votes
for Donald Trump. Four years eariiey,
Donald Trump referred Lo that kind of
outcome as a “landslide™ for him. aml
he lost the popular vote by 3 million
voles,

But acceprting the outcome of the
election can he difficult when our po-
litical party doesn’t win. \We have all
felt Lhat before. But calling an clection
unfair does not make it so. More lhan
B0 KFederal and State courts involving
more than 30 judges—many of whom
were nominated by Republican Presi-
dents, ineluding Donald Trump—are all
in agreement. That is pretly amazing.
jsn't it? All in agreement. No evidence
of widespread frand. wrongdoing. or
other irregularities have been uncov-
wred during the 2020 election, That ¢ a
victory for democracy. for our demou-
racy.

Unfortunalely, some of our col-
lengues today ask us to do the same
thing that Donald Trump asked of the
secretary of state for the Stale of
Georgia—to overturn the resulls of the
2020 election without specilic allewa-
tions and. more importantly, without
any proof. Our colleagues are asking us
not Lo abide by the will of the people
but to bend 1o the will of one man—one
man—Donald Trump.

In 1787. delegates {rom the Thirleen
Colonies convened in Philadelphia to
debate the future of whal would be-
come the United States of America.
Ouwr Founders disagreed on a lob of
things, but, you know, they all agreed
on one thing for sure: They did nol
want a King: they did not want a Mon-
arch. Many of them had been there.
done that. They didn'L wanl to see it
ani feel it again. and they set up this
intricale system of checks and bal-
ances to ensure that we would never
have that all-powerful King in (Uhis
country.

‘That system of checks and balances
is being pushed Lo a dangerous limit
hiera today. hut that system will pre-
vail—along with it. our democracy.

Here are just some of the claitns Don~
ald Trump and his legal team have
made and that our colleagues lend cre-
dence to here today: thal Venezuela,
Cuba, and China rigged owr country’s
voling machines in favor of Joe Biden:
that dead people voled in this election.
and they only voted for Joe Biden: that
poll watchers and election obhservers
who risked their lives during this pan-
demic Lo uphold the integrity of our
eleclions stuffed bhallot boxes with
Biden votes, and then they shredded
Trump votes.

Notl one—lel me repeal—not one of
Lthese things is true, Theve is no evi-
dence—no evidence—to hack up these
ridiculous claims. Many of these ab-
surd claims from Ponald Traump and
hig legal (eam are nothing more than
conspiracy theories clrcuiting online.

This misinformation and dangerous
rhetoric from the President and his al-
les—including calls for violence—have
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polluted our discourse and imperiled
our peaceful Lransfer of power,

When our colleagues show indiffer-
ence Lo oulright support for these un-
substantiated claims and conspiracy
theories, they lead our Natlon and our
Constitution down a dangerous. dan-
gerous path.

All of us who serve here swore an
oath to support and defend our Con-
stitution. 1 swore that same oath as a
naval flight officer many times and as
midshipman before that. But all of us
here have sworn Lo support and defend
our Constitulion. not our political
party and cerlainly not any individual
candidate,

Colleagues. for Lhe safety of our citi-
zens and our Republic. we must lead by
example. We must turn the tempera-
ture down. It was a hard-fought cam-
paign. but the campaign is over. The
voles have heen counted. The count has
been certified in all 50 States.

In 2 weeks. on January 20. Joe Biden
and KAMALA HARKIS will be sworn in as
President and Vice President of the
United States. as they should he, We
have serious and urgent challenges
that will require working Logether
with our new President and new Vice
President. with one another in this
Chamber—Democrats, Republicans,
and Independents—and wilth our c¢ol-
Jeagues over in the House of Represent-
atives.

Whal is on our "*to do" list?

We can start with making sure that
hundreds of millions of Americans get
vaccinated—Lhat we el off the dime
and starh vaceinating, We vaccinated 4
miilion people last monlh. We were
supposed 1o have vaccinated 20 million.
How are we ever going to get to 250
million at this rate?

What else is on our “*to do™ list?

We are getting our kids back to
school. We have kids who are unable Lo
et on the intermet. who are unable to
participate in their classes. and who
may not have any adull supervision at
home. They are struggling. and they
are falling even furlher behind. We
need to do something to help them,

What else §s on our *“to do" lst?—
gelting their parents back to work,
just to name a few things, Think of all
of the millions of people who have lost
jobs and don't have skills anymore Lo
fill the jobs that are needed, They need
our halp. They need to be relooled and
retrafned, It is Lime Lo Sstop over-
Lurning Lhe will of the people. Lel's get.
hack Lo working on their behalf,

Abraham Lincoln has been quoted a
couple of times here tonight. but he ob-
served al the end of the Gettyshurg Ad-
dress that ours is a “"governmment of the
people, by (he people. for the people.”
Even in the midst of a civil war, Presi-
dent. Lincoln put his unwavering faith
in the people to charl our Nation's
course, We woulld he wise Lo remember
Lincoln’s words at this moment, at
thiz special moment. In our Nallon's
history,

We are nol a government of Trump,
by Trump. and for Trump. We are a
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government of the people, by the peo-
ple. and for the people. and the people
have spoken. The people hive spoken.
Our jobh here loday is to listen Lo them.
T intend to do that. 1 trust that my col-
leagues will join me in doing that as
well.

I yield the floor,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachuselis,

Mr. MARKEY, Mp. President. first, 1
wanl Lo thank all of the first respond-
ers who helped to protect this sacred
Chamber today and protect those elec-
toral college hallots.

Today ix a special day. On a day
when some 2,500 or morg Ameiicans
will losge their lives Lo the coronavirus,
when anothey 130,000 will be hospital-
ized with {t. when hundreds of small
businesses will close thefr doors and
put thousands of Americans ount of
work—on this day—the U.8. Senate is
nol debhating how to wel more life-
saving vaceines into Amerfcans” arms
or how to put 2.000 badly needed do}lays
into their pockets. No. Instead. we are
using Lhe first days of Lthe new Senate
and Congress Lo give (ime to our rad-
fcal Republican colleagnes’ baseless
and damaging claims  of election
fraud—all in an attempt to keep Don-
ald Trump in office in violation of the
U.S. Constitution, There s a word [or
this. It is called -sedition.” All of
these unfounded objeclions to Stale
electors are seditious. They are noth-
ing short of an insturection againsy the
established order of the U.S. Constitu-
tion and our democratic Republic.

This iz n histovically shameful day
for the Sepate and for our country. To
be clear, the nolion that there is any
meaningful voter fraud that has been
identified in the 2020 Presidential elec-
tion is a dangerous., anti-democratic.
treasonous fiction. Joe Biden won.
Donald ‘Mrump lost—period—lLut that
hasn't stopped the Presidont and his
supporters from making allegations of
voter fraud in some 60 legal challenges
across the country. heard by some 90
juwdges. including Trump judicial ap-
pointees, Not one of Lhese challenges
succeeded—not one. Despile this re-
alily. my radical Republican col-
leagues ¢laim we must have a commis-
sion to investizatle the fraud.

Well, we do know one of the most un-
deniable instances of substantial and
significant election fraud ever. We even
have a recording and a transcript of it.
Il is of President Trump. talking like a
Mafia boss Lo the Georgia Secretary of
State—a Republican no Jless—pres-
swing and threatening him to fix the
election in Trump's favor. and holding
out the prospect of criminal prosecu-
tjon if hte doesn’t.

“Find me 11.780 votes.” Trump said.
Well. someone should find Donakl
Trump a real lawyer and measure him
for an orange jumpsuit. because the
Hst of statutes that this Iatest, shock-
ing Presidential phone call may violate
is oo lonyg Lo recite, ''he President'’s
words on that phone call—indeed, his
conduet since his eleclion—-demand a
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serious response. one much more seri-
ous than the sham hefore us taday.

First. Federal and State law enforce-
ment authorities should {nvestigate
Donald Trump for election fraud. ex-
tortion, conspiracy. and whatever
other charges fit the bill and. if war-
ranted. indict and try him for any
crimes he has commitied.

Second, we must recognize that Don-
ald Tramp is and will remain a danger
to our Constitutfon and owr democ-
racy. So. while time is certalnly lim-
ited. we should fmpeach frump again
and bar him from holding office in the
future.

Finally, we should aholish the elec-
toral collepe. It is a veslige of a racist
Jim Crow America. and we have out-
grown {t. Every person’s vole in every
State should count just the same—one
person. one vole,

Election fraud and reform are very
serious issues. Election reform abso-
lutely should be debated in Congress,
which is why. instead of Loday’s Ka-
buki theater. I invite miy Republican
colleagues Lo stand up and say: Yes. we
need Lo protect and expand voling
rightls and election security. We need
automatic voter registration. We need
online voter registration. We need
same-day voler registration. We should
make election day a Federal holiday.
We should restore voling rights to peo-
ple with prior felony convictions. We
should support independent redis-
ricting commissions. Lel's spend our
time debating that on the floor—debat-
ing how to reduce the influence of hig
money in our political system, to slow
the revolving door hetween government.
officials and lobbyists. Lo stop gerry-
mandering and voter suppression, That
{s the real election reform Lhat we
should be debating and supporting. not
these shameful. ¢raven. bhaseless objec-
tions.

More than 350,000 Americans have
died from the coronavirus. That is the
trath., Nearly 8 million people have
fallen inta poverty hecause of the eco-
nonic crisis caused by this virus, That
is the wuth. Wearing a mask saves
lves. Vaccines are safe and effective.
That is the truth. Joe Biden won. Don-
ald Trump lost. That is the truth,

I urge all of my Senate colleagues Lo
vole against these objections. affirm
our democracy. and recognize that Joe
Biden and KaMala HARRIs will right-
fully be sworn in on January 20 as the
President and Vice Pregident of the
United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticul.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President.
today was a stomach-turning, gut-
wrenching moment in our history.
Truly. it was an assault on the heari of
our democracy.

I want to join in thanking the first
responders and the police.

I also want to thank others who have
Leen heroes of our Jdemocraey--unsuny
{in many instances. First. they are all
of the election officials. all of the poll
workers. all of the members of hoards
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of election who actually counted the
voles—who went te the polls and made
sure that votes could be cast—and who.
ultimately. stood firm for the integrity
of that voling system,

1 want to thank the judges, Thetre are
now about 90 of them who. except for
one or two who ruled the other way on
a technicality. have stood firm for the
integrity of that voling svstem. In
those 60 to 70 cases. excepl for that one
who ruled on a technivality. they went
wilh the integrity of our voting system
and the rule of law.

Today was. indeed, disgusling and
sickening., It was shockiby and des-
picable. It was heartbreaking. but it
was not surprising. In fact, today’s as-
gault on our democracy—the mob vio-
lence, the riots. the lhugs and woons
who were inspired and incited by the
President of the United States—all
were of a piece. in these past 4 years. of
a President who has no respect for the
truth ot Lhe rule of law.,

Donald Trump’s Presidency is com-
ing Lo a close in the very same way it
hegan—with an attack on our democ-
racy. In 2016. the Trump campaign wel-
comed hostile foreign interference with
our election. The President refused to
acknowledyge thal he would accept the
results of the eleciion if he lost, Then,
again and again. he demonstrated bhis
contempt for the rule of law and for
laws themselves. He obstructed justice.
and he would have Leen charged with it
had he nol been the President of Lhe
United States. He invited a foreign
gzovernment to inteyfere in our elec-
tions and find dirt on his political op-
ponent,

Most disturbingly. these actions hy a
President who demonstrated that con-
Lempt. for the rule of law were metl wilh
sflence from many political leaders,
our colleagues here in Lhe Senate
among them—silence in the face of
that contempt for the rule of Jaw and
disyespect for the law enforcers.

So we could have seen totday coming,
In fact. we did. I warned ahout jt. and
olhers did bhecause the fantasies and
falsehoods Lhat drove those rioters—
not protesters bul the mob wlho as-
saulted the temple of democracy—were
fueled hy the President’s
misslatements and Hes and contempl
for the truth. and he was enabled. He
had enabiers,

Todav. we are stopping, in one in-
stance. that enabling. but we must also
make sure to slop it golng forward.
The political stunt that brought us
here today offers no great solace that
iL  will. These stunls have c¢on-
sequences. We say words have con-
sequences. and the actions teday will
have slgnificant consequences. They
are an attack on our demovracy Lthat
undermines the vore tenets of our
Amerfean Govermment and a disregpect
for the will of the people and a peaceful
tranzition of power. The political
stunts  themselves, driven by oppor-
tunism, blaze a path that can he fol-
lowed Ly more compelenl challenges
just ax the dictatorial instinets and ac-
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tions of this President can be followed
by more effective would-he tyviants in-
tent an destroying our Republic,

Yex, we have more important taskx
that we should be addressing as well—
the pandemic. the economic revival.
Yet. today. we must he mindful of the
threat to our democracy lhal we face
down and come togethor on a bipar-
tisan basis. butl sflence ix never excus-
able in the face of lawlessness at the
vary lop of our political structure,

1 yield the floor,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
alor from Delaware,

Mr. COONS. Mr, Prexident. I have a
question for all of my colleagues this
evening. which is this: What happened
here todiay. and how is 1t different from
what we expeuted as we assembled in
this Chamber early this afternoon?

Sadly. much like the impeachment
trial of just a year ago, I think as
many of us slogyed our way Lo the Na-
tion’s Capital and dulifully fited into
this Chamber. we expected hours and
hours of debate and discussion. know-
ing the oulcome. Knowing hat whal
was being engaged in by a handful of
our colleagues was a politieal stunl,
feeding the ego of our President. who is
chasing conypiracy theories about how
e actually won the election 2 months
ago that he lost and indulging his be-
lief that somehow. somehow. Lhe Con-
gress could still. at the last moment.
snateh vietory from the jaws of defeat.

Even in the last day. President
Trump had been haranguing lhis own
incredibly loynl Vice President, MIKE
PENCE., as if somehow Vice President
PENCE would simply declare him Presi-
dent today.

We knew thal President Trump had
been stivving up the spirits of thou-
gands. urging them Lo come to Wash-
ington. We had an inkling that he
might go oul and speak to them. but [
don't think. as we filed into Lhis Cham-
ber. any of us—any of us—expected
that, for the second time in our Repub-
lic's history. the perimeler of Lhis Cap-
ito] would Le breached. Members of the
Senate would he rushed to safety: that
not just the Capitol Police but U.S.
Marshals and FBI officers and fully
combat-geared sokliers would be in the
1.8, Capilol. taking it back from a ri-
ctous mob of thuys,

Just a few maments ago, [ went to
the Rotunda to see lhe lilter and the
trash. the residue and the yemnants of
those who took over thix huilding
today. and to say thank you to the men
and women of law enforcement who
hetped secure it after it fell to an anmry
moh,

Bul. folks, we have to think about
Lthe consequences of whal happened
here loday. why this happsned. and
what it means and what il teaches. he-
cause. frankly, tonight. now. the whole
world iz watching, The entire world ix
walching a montaxe of scenes—ol folks
cavorting in the Capitol, half-naked
men taking thal seat. serawling things
on different supfaces, parading up and
down the Capitol vorridors with a Con-
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federate flag and a Tramp Oag. and in
other ways signaling that they had
done somelhing significant. No. In fact.
what they have actually dohe {8 weak-
ened our democracy. showed some of
its fraxility, and envouraged our oppo-
nents around the world.

In the last 2 months since the elec-
tion. we have one man who has aban-
doned hig post. who has mostly spent
his time golfing and tweeling and in-
dulging himself in conspiracy theoties
and been less and less attuned to our
national security and to a raging pan-
demic. and another man. our Presi-
dent-elect, who is preparing to take
over the respongibility for leading this
counlry out of thiz pandemic and out
of ils current. state of Qeep. deep divi-
sion.

President. Trump has abandoned his
post. He ddoes nol deserve to he Presi-
dent any longer. and he poses a real
and prexent threat to the future of our
demouracy.

But let me algo say this Lo my col-
leagues, half of whom changed their in-
tended vole Loday afler seeing what
happesned in the Capitol. There were. as
we began. roughly 13 Senators—Repul-
licans—who sald they were wolng lo
vote against the certification of the
election, and when we aclually finally
called the roll. it was just 6—7 of them
having been chastened by the events of
today. But two who continue on this
quest clerked for the Supreme Court
Chief Justice. are deeply schooled in
the law. and know better than what
Lthey did today. And in the House. in
Lhe debate going on over in Lhe House
even now. more than 100 House Repub-
licans continue with (his effort.

On ihis MNoor earlier today. this
evening, there were strong and clear
and brave speeches by Republicans and
Democrats alike,

So I have a gueslion as we move for-
ward. When will this fever bhreak? When
will we finally say (o each other:
Enough js enough of indulging and fol-
lowing populism and demagoguery. Is
it time to finally show who the leaders
are and to uphold omr Conslitution
that every one of the House Members
and a third of us swore to uphold just
3 days ago?

1 will tell you, as I look ahead. thal
I am confident that 2 weeks firom now.
Joseph Biden will be sworn in as the
next President. KAMALA HARKIS sworn
in as the next Vice President. and we
have a unique moment in my lifetime,
hecause, ag Presidents and leaders in
the Senate of bolh parties over the last
decades have observed. the Senate has
steadily shrunk {n its significance, ils
role. in its power. and the Presidency
has steadily grown. Not in my life.
time—nol since LBJ—have we had an
incoming President who spent 36 years
in this Chamber.

We have a chance with Joe Biden. a
President-elect who ran on bringing
our country logether, a President-elect
who ran on turning (he page from our
moment of national division. and a
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President-elect who respecis and hon-
ors and understands the significance of
this hody.

S0 we have Lo take thig opportunity
to heal, to hear each other. to com-
promise, to work together. and Lo see
the real challenges facing the Amer-
ican people and take this last best mo-
ment.,

What happened here tLoday should
leave all of us gravely concerned ahout
Lthe health and the fulure of our democ-
racy. and the opportunily we will have
2 weeks fromn toda) is one we should
not lel pass us hy.

T yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Ms. WARREN. Mr., President. more
than 350.000 of owr loved ones have died
from a terrible disease. Small husi-
nesses have gone under. never Lo re-
open. Millions have lost their jobs. and
too many families don't know how
they are going to pay the rent or put
groceries on the table,

It is tough out there. but Americans
are fighters, and despite all the chal-
lenges, in November they did what
Americans do when they are unhappy
with their leadership—they votled for
change, They turned their backs on a
sitting President who fans the flames
of hatred while hodies pile up in the
morgue, Inslead, they elected a new
President who wants to save lives. to
save our economy. and Lo save our de-
MOCIacy.

Even as Lhe pandemic raged. Ameri-
cans showed up for democracy. States
worked overtime to sel up safe sys-
Lems. ballot drop hoXes, early voling,
and gallons of hand sanilizer. Voters
mailed Lheir hallots earlier. put on
masks. and stood in line at the poils.
The election of 2020 shattered votlng
records. )

So here we are on the floor of the
U.8. Senate in the aftermath of a his-
toric election held in the middle of a
pandemic. People are suffering. and we
should be-working to zet them Lhe help
Lhey need. Instead, we are here hacause
Donald Trump wanls to overtwrn the
results of thal election. The Repul-
licans objecting to Lthe results of this
election will e judyged by history, bul
the rest of us will be judged as well,

It is our responsibility to stand up
for our democracy even while other
Senators work Lo undermine it.

Losing is hard. 1 ran for President
myself. It was a hard-foughl primary.
but Joe Biden won and I lost. T am not,
Lhe only one lo live through that; a
number of Senalors in Lhis room have
run for President. None of us was suc-
cessful. and when we lost, we conceded
ahd we got out of the race because that
is how democracy works, None of us
liad about the results. We didn’L throw
Ltemper tantrums. We didn’t tell our al-
lies in Congress or the States Lo over-
furn the results. We didn't feed poi-
sonous propaganda to our supporters.
We didn’t urge people 1o march on
State capilals or to descend on Wash-
inglon. We accepled the will of the vot-
ers.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

And it is nol just us: it I8 evervone
who has run {for President since the be-
ginning of America. Only once in
America’s history have the psople who
lost tried to hurn down our democracy
oh the way oul. They caused a civil
war that nearly destroyed our Nation,

Make no mistake, the violence we
witnessed in this Chhamber today was
the direct vesult of the poisonous lies
that Donald Trump repeated again and
again for more than 2 months. His
words bhave consequences. Our democ-
racy has Deen grievously injured by
Lhis lying coward.

This effort to subvert our democracy
is not merely one last Presidential tan-
trunt. This effort is designed Lo knock
out Lhe hagic pillar on which (emoc-
racy is founded: the idea thatl the vol-
grs—not the sitlting President and not
the Members of Congress hul the volers
daecide who will lead Lhis Nation.

A demogracy in which Lhe eleclted
leaderz do no!l hend Lo the will of the
volers is no democracy. It is a Lotali-
tarian state. And those who pursue this
effort. are supporting a coup.

I urge my colleagues to vole no on
this effort Lo overthrow owr democ-
racy.

1 yvield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

——— S ———r

RECESS SUBJECT TQO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

Ms. MURKOWSKIL. Mr. President, |}
ask unanimous consent Lhat the Sen-
ale stand in recess subject Lo the call
of the chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
ohjection. the Senate stands in recess
subject to the call of the Chair,

Thereupon. the Senate, at 11:25 p.n..
recessed subject to the call of Lhe Chair
and reassembled at 12:28 a.m. when
c¢alled to order by Lhe Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
lender,

Mr. MCcCONNELL. 1 know of no fur-
ther debate.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuani to
S. Con. Res. 1 and section 17. title III.
U.8. Code, when the Lwo Houses with-
draw from the joint session Lo count
the electoral vole for separate consid-
eration of an objection. a Senalor may
speak (o the objeclion for 5 minutes
and nol more than once. Debate shall
not. exceed 2 hours, afier which the
Chair will put the guestion: Shall the
olijection he sustained?

The clerk will report the objection
made in the joint session.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Objection from Senator HAWLEY from Mis-
souri and Representative Pruiy firom Penn-
sylvania, “We, a U.8. Senator and Member of
the House of Representatives, object lo {he
counting of the wlectoral voles of Lthe State
of Pennsylvania on the groumd that they
were not. under all of the Kknown cir-
vumstanves, resularly eiven,”

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

January 6, 2021

Mr. MCCONNELL. 1 know of no hu-

ier dehale.
VOTE ON OBJIECTION TH COUXTING
PENNSYLVANIA FELECTORAL VOTES

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no
further debate. the question is, Shall
the objection submilted by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania. Mr. PERRY.
and the Senator from Missouri, M.
HAWLEY. be sustained?

Is (here a sufficient second?

Mr. THUNE. 1 ask for the yeas and
nays.

The VICE PRESIDENT.
will ¢ail Lthe roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 7,
nayvs 92, as follows:

[Rolleall Vole No, 2 Leg ]
YEAS 7

The clerk

Craz Tammis Teherille
Huwelev Marshall
Hyde-Smith Satt «Flo

NAYS 92
Haldwln Craham Petepe
Barrasso Cravsley Porutar
Bentet Hagerty Rend
Blarkiuen lapris i~k
Bivmenthal Hassan Remnev
Rlunt Heinrich Tusen
Rooker Rivkenlonpe Ruunds
Reonman Hiveno Rubie
Braun Hovven Sanders
Biown Inhole é:mv )
Bun Johtson S hatz
canuwedl Kaine Sehumer
Capite Relly ,';:;“ 30
Cardiy Kenuedy "h h”‘ ’
Catper Kine e
Cusey Klobnciiar Shelby
Cazaply Lankiord saemn
Collins Leaky #mith
Coone Tee stubenow
Coruxh Loeftler Sullivan
Conten Mastuy Lujan :‘.“"‘“"'
Catten Manchin Thune
Cramer Mas key Tillis
Crapo MeCanned] Taamey
Dames Menender, V'an Hollen
Duckworth Morkley Wainer
Lurbin Moran Warren
Frnst Murkowski WEitehouse
Feinsteln Aluephy Wicke
Fiscdwr Murray Wyden
Gillfhzand Paul Youne

The VICE PRESIDENT, On this vole.
the yeas are 7. Lhe nays ave 92,

The objection Is not sustained.

The Secrelary will notify the House
of the action of the Senate. informing
that body that the Senatle is now ready
to proceed Lo Joint Session for further
count of the electoral vote for Presi-
dent. and Vice President,

The majority leader.

—— T ——
ORDER OF BUSINESS
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, for

information of all of owr colleagues, we
don’t expect additional voles tonigihn,

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated Lo
Lhe Senate by Ms, Roberts. one of his
secretavies,

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED
Ar in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid hefore the Senate messages
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Interpretation. If you do not speak or understand English,
the court will provide an interpreter. Contact court staff
immediately to ask for an interpreter.

Interpretacion. Si usted no habla ni entiende el Inglés el
tribunal le proveera un intérprete. Contacte a un empleado
del tribunal inmediatamente para pedir un intérprete.

PlaintiffiPetitioner (First) Defendant/Respondent (First)

Raland J Brunson Alma S. Adams, et al
Name Name

4287 South Harrison Bivd., Apt 132 U.S. House of Representalives
Address Address

Ogden, Utah 84403 Washington, DC 20515
City, State, Zip City, State, Zip N
A N/A
385-492-4898 thedreamofthecentury@gmail.com

Phone Email Phene Email

First Plaintiff/Petitioner’s Attorney or Licensed
Paralegal Practitioner*

First Defendant/Respondent’s Attorney or
Licensed Paralegal Practitioner*

Name

Name

Bar Number

Bar Number

Plaintiff/Petitioner (Second)

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone Email

Second Plaintiff/Petitioner’s Attorney or Licensed
Paralegal Practitioner*

Name

Bar Number

Defendant/Respondent (Second)

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

Second Defendant/Respondent’s Attorney or
Licensed Paralegal Practitioner*

Name

Bar Number
*Attorney or LPP addresses provided by Utah State Bar.

Total Claim for Damages $_2,905,000,000

Jury Demand [X]Yes [ ] No

$250 [X] Jury Demand

Schedule of Fees: §78A-2-301 (Choose all that apply. See Page 2 for fees for claims other than claims for damages.)

CHOOSE ONE:

{ 1 No monetary damages are requested (URCP
26: Tier 2)

[ 1 Damages requested are $50,000 or less
(URCP 26: Tier 1)

[ 1 Damages requested are more than $50,000
and less than $300,000 (URCP 26: Tier 2)

[X] Damages requested are $300,000 or more
(URCP 26: Tier 3)

[ ] Damages are unspecified.
Circleone: Tiert Tier2 Tier3

[ 1 This case is exempt from URCP 26. (E)

— — MOTION TO RENEW JUDGMENT — —
$45 [ ] Damages $2000 or less

$100 [ ] Damages $2001 - $9,999
$187.50 [ ] Damages $10,000 & over
— — COMPLAINT OR INTERPLEADER — —
$90 [ ] Damages $2000 or less
$200 [ ] Damages $2001 - $9999
$375 [x] Damages $10,000 & over
$375 [ ) Damages Unspecified

— — COUNTERCLAIM, CROSS CLAIM, THIRD
PARTY CLAIM, OR INTERVENTION — —
$55 [ ] Damages $2000 or less

$165 [ ] Damages $2001 - $9999
$170 [ ) Damages $10,000 & over
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Choose One

Fee Case Type
————— APPEALS — — — — —
$375 [ ] Administrative Agency Review

Sch [ ] Tax Court (appeal of Tax Commission Decision)
Court: Refer to Clerk of Court upon filing.

$240 [ ] Civil (78A-2-301(1)(h)) &
$240 [ ] Small Claims Trial De Novo ()
— — — —GENERAL CIVIL — — ——

Sch [ ] Civil Rights

$0 [ ] Civil Stalking &)
$375 [ ] Condemnation/Eminent Domain
Sch [ ] Contracts

Sch [ ] Contract: Employment Discrimination
Sch [ ] Contract: Fraud

Sch [ ] Debt Collection

$375 [ ] Essential Treatment Intervention (62A-
15-1203)
Sch [ ] Eviction/Forcible Entry and Detainer ()

$375 [ ] Extraordinary Relief/Writs

$375 [ ] Forfeiture of Property ()

Sch [ ] Interpleader

Sch [ ] Lien/Mortgage Foreclosure

Sch [4 Miscellaneous Civil

$375 [ ] Post Conviction Relief: Capital ()
$375 [ ] Post Conviction Relief: Non-capital ()
Sch [ ] Property Rights

$375 [ ] Registry Removal (Gun/White Collar)
Sch [ ] Sexual Harassment

Sch [ ] Water Rights

$375 [ ] Wrongful Lien

Sch [ ] Wrongful Termination

Sch [ ] Automobile Tort

Sch [ ] Intentional Tort

Sch [ ] Malpractice-Medical Tort

Sch [ ] Malpractice-Legal Tort; Other
Sch [ ] Premises Liability

Sch [} Asbestos

Sch [ ] Product Liability (NOT Asbestos)
Sch [ ] Slander/Libel/Defamation

— — — — DOMESTIC RELATIONS — — — —
$0 [ ] Protective Orders ()

$325 [ ] Marriage Adjudication (r2)

$325 [ ] Custody/Visitation/Support (12)

$325 [ ] Divorce/Annuiment (12

[ ] Checkif child support, custody or parent-time
will be part of decree
[ } Check if Temporary Separation filed

Fee Case Type
$8 [ ] Vital Statistics §26-2-25 per form

$130 [ ] Counterclaim: Divorce/Separate
Maintenance

$130 [ ] Counterclaim: Custody/Visit/Support

$170 [ ] Counterclaim: Paternity/Grandparent

Visitation

Domestic Modification (2)

$100 Counter-petition: Domestic Modification
$375 Grandparent Visitation (12)

$100 [ ]
!
()
$375 [ ] Paternity/Parentage (r2)
[]
[]Te
[1]

$325 Separate Maintenance (12)
$35 emporary Separation (g)
$35 Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction &
Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) ()
$35 [ ] Uniform Interstate Family Support Act
(UIFSA) &)
————— JUDGMENTS — — — ——
$35 [ ] Foreign Judgment (Abstract of) ()
$375 [ ] Foreign Country Judgment )
$50 [ ] Abstract of Judgment/Order of Utah
Court/Agency (&)
$30 [ ] Abstract of Judgment/Order of Utah
State Tax Commission ()
$35 [ ] Judgment by Confession (€)
————— PROBATE — — — ——

Use the Utah District Court Cover Sheet for
Probate Actions for the following:

Adoptions/foreign adoptions; conservatorships;
estate personal rep; foreign probate; gestational
agreements; guardianships; minor’s settlements;
name changes; supervised administration
cases; trusts; other probate actions

— — — — SPECIAL MATTERS — — — —
$35 [ ] Arbitration Award ()

$0 [ ] Determination Competency-Criminal €)
$150 [ ] Expungement Petition ()

$0 [ ] Hospital Lien ()

$35 [ ] Judicial Approval of Document: Not
Part of Pending Case )

$35 [ ] Notice of Deposition in Out-of-State
Case/Foreign Subpoena (€)

$35 [ ] Open Sealed Record ()

$50 [ ] Petition for Adjudication of Priority to
Funds on Trustee's Sale

(Utah Code §78A-2-501)
$20 [ ] Documents prepared using Online
Court Assistance Program (OCAP)
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