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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF TENNESSEE 
FOR THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

AT MEMPHIS 
 

 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
MEMPHIS BRANCH (NAACP), ANGELA 
BARKSDALE, DR. NOEL HUTCHISON, 
TAMARA HENDRIX and JANICE F. SCOTT, 
 
             Plaintiffs, 
 
vs. 
 
SHELBY COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION, 
LINDA PHILLIPS in her official capacity as 
Administrator of the Shelby County Election 
Commission, NORMA LESTER, ROBERT 
MEYERS, DEE NOLLNER, ANTHONY TATE, 
and STEVE STAMSON, in their Official 
Capacities as Members of the Board of 
Commissioners of the Shelby County Election 
Commission, 
 
            Defendants. 

 
 
 
 
 
No.  CH-18-1003-2 

 
 

DEFENDANTS’ MOTION TO TRANSFER CASE TO PART III 
 

 
 COME NOW, Defendants, Shelby County Election Commission, Linda Phillips in her 

official capacity as the Administrator of Elections, Norma Lester, Robert Meyers, Dee Nollner, 

Anthony Tate, and Steve Stamson in their official capacity as Members of the Board of 

Commissioners of the Shelby County Election Commission (herein after “Defendants”), by and 

through their undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 42.01 and Chancery Court 

Local Rule 7(b), move this Honorable Court for an Order transferring this case no. CH-18-1003 

to Chancery Court Part III of the Shelby County Chancery Court and for their cause would show 

the court as follows: 
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1. On Friday July 6, 2018, Myron Lowery individually, and Corey Strong, 

individually and as Chair of the Shelby County Democratic Party filed Case No. CH-18-0098 at 

11:03 am in the Shelby County Chancery Court (Exhibit 1). 

2. On Friday July 6, 2018, the Memphis chapter of the NAACP, Angela Barksdale, 

Dr. Noel Hutchison, Tamara Hendrix, and Janice F. Scott filed the present case at 2:29 pm in the 

Shelby County Chancery Court. 

3. Both cases and all causes of action contained therein are based on and arise out of 

common questions of law or core set of facts, namely that the Shelby County Election 

Commission (SCEC) set the location of the Early Voting sites for the August 2, 2018 by 

resolution on June 21, 2018, and the allegations that there were secret meetings between 

members of the SCEC in which decisions or actions were taken to adopt the Early Voting 

locations as adopted by resolution on June 21, 2018. 

4. It is clear from the time stamp on both Verified Complaints that the Planitiffs in 

Case No. CH-18-0098, which is currently pending in Shelby County Chancery Court Part III, 

was the first in time to be filed. 

 WHEREFORE, in order to avoid unnecessary costs or delay, or the possibility of 

inconsistent results, Defendants pray for an Order from this Court transferring the case before it 

to Part III of the Shelby County Chancery Court for consolidation and trial.  

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 HARRIS SHELTON HANOVER WALSH, PLLC 
 
 By: /s/ Pablo A. Varela   
  John L. Ryder #08258 
  Pablo A. Varela #29436 
  40 S. Main Street, Suite 2210 
  Memphis, Tennessee  38103 
  Tel:  (901) 525-1455 
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  Fax:  (901) 526-4084 
  jryder@harrisshelton.com 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF CONSULTATION 
 
 I, the undersigned, hereby certify that all counsel have conferred in an attempt to resolve 
the matters at issue in the motion before filing this motion. 
 
      /s/ Pablo A. Varela    
      Pablo A. Varela 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing has been served upon: 

 
Alexander C. Wharton, or 
Andre C. Wharton 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
1575 Madison Avenue 
Memphis, Tennessee 38104 

 

 
via email to alexanderwharton@thewhartonlawfirm.com on this the 8th day of July 2018. 

 
      /s/ Pablo A. Varela    
      Pablo A. Varela 
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