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1957 :-nsley ‘venue in Zircinchas. 1 finishe! gy sophmore year In the 'estern .
Tish “chool in Eirminches, lest eprins an' will tegle oy Junior yeer thls K‘/\t

£211, [ nm a Life ‘cout ~n? nea? only tvo merit delsec to econe on 2-le ' 5}767
“eout. 1 am active In the !ncelonis Ieptist “hurch vhere [ en the first
vice-rresi lent of the Touth epertzont sn? chalraan of Youth ‘ctivities, |
wes arreste! three tines lurine the Jeconstrzticns in Birzinghoz this spring,
‘me of these charces wus liszisse?, amother wns nolle prossesd an? the thiprd
has been anneals? to the Falersl Jourts cnt [ amAunZer eppeal bonl,

This sprins ir Bireinchen 7 ozet drs, Jolis tafoyette snl she toll me
atout the voter rosistratisn wroject that the [ twlent lon~tlolent Joeorlinnting

Comrittee wus carryin on in .allis and surroun’ins countlas i -lnbewn,

heve =uny relatives in ‘ileer ‘ounty which 1s next to &lles Tounty &n” [ o

-t

intereste? in Tecrocs recistering to voles [ velunteere? to hclp in this
orolect end rz, tafoyette later toll =e I hal Veen accepte” to werk this
syumner on this (iUU preject,

1 tock & tus to ielra, fladue, ah June h; 1942, eri was set there by
Bernar? iafayette who is a fleldasceretary for N0 workine in tke “eller County
project, 1 staye? in Telmez three iays en! vorke? with Yernar infoyette,

on June 7, 1943, 1 went to 'ilcoxr County.. "hile in that county I talked
to Yecroes and tried to explaim to then the impurtonce of votlaz, that it ves
their constitutional richt to vote, and tried to encournge them to register to

vote., 1 heard that Bernard Lafryette vas deaten in Jeloa and returned to Selze

on June 12th,
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‘hile in Celms I worked on the voter recistration project there and
on Sun’ay, June 15th I spoke in two liecTo churches encourasing thelr dezbers
to resister to vote.

On Jume 17th Ternard lafeyette asked Dosle ieesc and myself to ¢o to
the Courthouse ln Jelwa to find out how =eny Tecroes were applying for recis-

tration to vote, .¢& try to keer track of those vho apply so ve can anlte

reports on the nrosress wefe la our voter rezistration 'rive, (\JCSi :

Tosie end I ‘rove te the Courthouse ~ns arrive?l there sozetine after 55-*;

poon, The recistror’s office on the first flcor of the .ourthouse woe closed
but there was o Neoro mza weltinr 15 apply ot the toer of tie office, I Intm-
tuce? wyself end talkes witlh 14 for mtout helf am hour. -hile we were €a1k1n¢
1 este: him if I coull take his plcture and he sai? it wns all risht. I toor
his nicture with the 31l Telnk Trownie cazers 1 het with ne, 1 wented the
nicture for ¢ scraptook ! an keepin: on =¥ voter re;istration wor.

+ la'y crme ocut of one ol the pearlyy offlces and [ asked her if the
re-istrerts office vis clase”s  ohe sei? it was, thot the re;istrars vere at
tunek an’ woultn't be tochk uatil about 1:¢, ihe Tegro =an vho was valtin:
ha? to Ye teck to work by 1:2C so 1 offcre” to clve hin & rile. Poste stayesd
et the Equrthouse an? I left with the Zezro. I returne? to the rourthouse about
20 piputes later cn? foun® Insie .eesc woiting outsile. <e sat in the cer
an? after 2 p.n. we went tack lmto the zc-~thouse. The resistrer's office was
open en’ therc were sone pecple woitins 1n a line outside the office. One of
the persons wos & niddle aged lecro :an.‘ 1 asited hin if he was watting to
reglster, his nane anl aldiress, I aske? if he woul =in? if I tooi his ple-
ture end he said I coul’s

1 11p°t take the nicture Pecausc Just beforc 1 uns.goine to take his
nicture an ellerly lecro womel steppe:! into the llne. I aske? her for her ncoe
snd address dut she sglﬁ she wvoul? mive it to ¥rs, Doynton efter she applied.
vrs. Boynton is o legro vomen who sells insurance in Selma end uho 1s active
ip the voter regictration irive. I recalled that during =y talks at the Fesro
churches the nrevious day I had asked those vho appliad to lenve their ncaes

at ¥rs, Poynton's. 1 decidel to po over an! see how many hal left thelr nnres
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vith ber thet morninc, 1 cave oy camers to Eosie wnd left him et the vourt-
bouse vhile I wvent to lrs. Boynton's office.

1 returned and perked =y enr across froc the side entrance to the
Courthouse, Iosie wes outside on the sidewali cn? he told ze that Cheriff
Clark hai told him to leave the Courthouse. I told Sosic 1 was goinz in the

Courthouse an? he told me if I wes goinc in he was too. %
e vent ints the Courthouse and szt in sonme chelrs on the first floor j\A

in the holluay townrde the renr of the Tourthouse. After o fev ninutes & :

white non in ¢ red plal’ shirt and blue “enin trousers ceme over to us and
askel our nemes. | 4idn't wnov vho he was or vhy he wente’ to !mov vho ve
vere., ! thouzht he =isht e &’cembcr of the “hite Citizens Council, 1 tol!
hin my neme wns levls 7, love and Iosic sals ke was Tomeie iarris, “he oan
wos writin: this dowa, e nsred ne whnt I wes 3oin~ therc and I tol? ki= 1
wns observin:, Fe assked - observins whot: 1 tol? him I wes writinc o thesls
for =y -“nsters and thot I wns o stulent ot .zlab-r.m state “eachers ‘ollese. I
tol” him 1 was observine tke re-ictration office an! that =7 thesis was on the
tallot, lie nske? Posie vhzt Le was :loinr- here. Tosie sei ke ;Jas vith ne,
The r:.nlthen tol? us we vera loiterin, that they '12n°t pernit people to loiter
in the h2lls an’ we woul. have to lesve,

Dosie e¢n® I starte” to leave inneliately. ‘e ual:cc:‘.. throu > the hall
rest the recistrar’s office to the anin entrnnce vhich s near the “heriff's
office. Dosle wuns severn' feet dehln' =e, 1 opere! the Joor 'u‘* as I was
poinz throuch the Joor I turmel and saw a vhite oan ;reb Bosie by the arn
an! creb for his heal, “hea 1 sey this I ran for ry car and vent i-melintely
to Mrs, Doyntoi®s office vhere I told -ev, Lafayette what hnd happened,

ihat evening I went to the nzss xzeeting concerning voter recistration
hel?d gt the "irst Baptist Church in “elmz, ilabamn, Eﬁrixm: the mecting I hat
to return to =y spartment briefly, about 7:0 or 7:45 pen. Terry “hew an!

enother young Zegro went vith me end ve returned to the meeting about fiftecn

ninutes later,
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Just after ve parked ocur car in the parking lot mext to the church,
a car vith sdout six vhite men in it drove into the perking lot, TIbey stopped
their car behind the perked cars and shined a flash 1ight on the license plates
of the parked cars, I stoo? and wvatched thém for a fev aimutes and then vent

Yeck into the meetiny,

Movd Lol e

’Llemler Lionel Erown

Subscribed and swvorn to before ze this 22 lay of June, 19¢3.
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