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My neme is James I, Cillersleve and I a2m a Negros I live at 1724
Green Street in Celma with oy wife and two daudxters.% yyears old, 1
teach social studies to gredes ? throuch 12 at ilabems Lutheran Academy aad
college in Selma, I was born in Varenco County, 2labame, and have 1ived in
Selma for about 10 years, 1 zraduated from Miles College in Eirmingbam with

e B,S. degcree in 1951 and in 1958 I received a ¥aster®’s desree in educstfon

T

from Ailabama State Collese in Yontgomery. 1 served lin the United States fray °

from October,” 1941 to Octoter, 1945 an? was in coztat at Salermo, Italy, in Q\‘

1943, I am on the mission boar! of the Lutherzn ~hurch, #issouri Synoi,
Southern “istrict.

In the Falll of 1962, 1 was electe! vice-president of the Dallas Tounty
Voters Leogue, The Voters leasue 1s an orgenization of Hesroes livins in “elles
County an? its main objective is to eacourace an2 assist legroes to becoxze
reglsterel voters, The Voters leacue hacs Yeen in existence for mn, years, even
before 1 moved to Callas County. .,bout the tize 1 becaze vice~president of
the Voters Leazue last year, the Voters Lezsue sexbership was trying to tull2
up interest in voter rezistration z2:on: Lellas County legroes. e vere zery
concerned because it seemed that the muiber of Lersroes resistered to 7‘?.!8 in
Dellas County wns decreasinz. Our recor?s disclosed that althoush we once
had 163 Negroes recistered, there were nov only 136,

Even Yefore belng elected vice-president of the Voters League, I ha?
been trying to help legroes to get registere? in lellac County, 1 haZ teen
askel to de an instructor of a voting clinic and to help organize it, The
idea was that ve would explain the voting =pplication form to interested Xegroes,

teach them hov to fil1 out the form correctly and encourage them to go to the
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Courthouse to apply. Ihe attempt Yy the Voters League to set up these clinics
was a failure. I recall ve actually bal only one clinic. One of the proble=ms
sas thet wve had no one who could devote time evérx day to organizing the
clinics. ‘

In February, 1963, ‘iev. Bermard Lat.Jette, of the Student Hop-Violent
Coordinating Committee of Atlanta came to Dsllas County at the request of the
Voters League to help the Voters Leazue in its effort to get Hegroes registered
to vote. The Voters lesgue had e meetinz in February, 1963, and I recall
that [ made r motion to have ilev, Lofeyette work on organizing voting clinics
similar to the ones ve tried to organize in 1962. 3ince Rev. Lafayetti fizs
been in Drlles County, the Voters Leegue has nade trez=endous pw,.:,re:z'.a."?zr our
efforts had practically come to a standstill before .lev. u\t‘ayetie arrived. \,/S
Since he started to work with us, we Love ha? 2 lot of interest among Pallas \/\/
County Nezroes in getting registered to vote. 4 lot o.f people have come to S
our clinics that are held every Tuesday and Thursday nights ani have been hell )
reqularly ever since lev. Lafayette arrived. 1 7o to these clinics myself and
act as an instructord. At these clinies, I, Hev. Iafayette and the other in-
structors discuss and explain the voter spplication forms, ;v over the ques-
tions on the forms, tell the peonle how they may be treated, moke arranzements
to provide transportation to an! from the Jourthouse if Lt is needed and asik
voter opplicants to notify us when they cpply an? vhether or not they are
eccepted as voters, '

Since Nev, lafayette ceme to work with the Voters lesjue, the”x"e has
been o lot of interest in the Yoters League vork emong youns people in Dallas
County. These youn: people have passed out leaflets advertising our mass
meetings and other meterisl ursing Uegroes to become resistered voters and
have been asked to help their parents deccme registered.

On May 14, 1963, the Voters League sponsored & mess meeting at the
Tabernacle Baptist Church in Selma, This Church is in a Kegro neighborhoed.
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The purpose of the meeting w;xs to create interest in voting reastntion and

to encouraeé Negroes to go to the Callas County Courthouse to 2pply to becoxe

a voter. The Voters lLeague also wantei to provide an opporiunity to raise
noney for Rev, L. L. Anderson of Selma, who 1s scheduled for trial because of

& traffic death, I helped arrange the program for the meeting at which James
Formen of Atlanta, representing the Student Yon-Violent Coordinating Committee,
ves the main Spea.ker.' The program consisted of songs, prayers and speeches by
Rev, C, . Hunter, Pev, Lafayette, Hr, Forman and myself. 411 the speeches vere
concernec with enco‘uraginc allas County llegroes to become vaters, Vhen I
arrived at the meeting about ?7:30 p.m., 1 sov about 25.30 white men outsile

the church wearing cuns and carrying clubs, sone of them were in unifora and o A .
some of them wore khakl clothes an? were in whet is celled bty me and other \ :
Begroes the sheriff's posse, ‘‘hen I went insi‘e the church I sav three police J\J
officers there. They were wearing ;uns. One of them, froa the tallas County s \
Sheriff®s office, was wearin: n walkie-tnlltie and he talked on it throushout \‘ |
the meetinz. Ihere were threc or four photozraphers at the meetinz., I recog-
nize? one of them os beins from The Selma Times~Journ=l. These rhotographers
roane! all over the church b.nd the speaker’s rlatfora talking pictures of the
people in the cudience anc on thq platforn, I kave never seen any pictux;es of
this meeting in the telmz, or any other, newspaper. 1 estimate that about 400
llegroes from Sellas County come to the meetins. There was no trouble during
the meeting or after it wos over,

The Voters League held a second mass meeting on June 17, 1963, at the
7irst Inaptist Church in Selrn, This meeting was also to encourr:e Necro voter
registration. The church is in a Kegro neichtorhood. 7The guest speaker was
Zev, James Pevel of Mississippt. The program wes similar to that of the first
mass meetirg end the speeches by Rev. Devel, Rev. Lafayette and 2 short speech

d « A
I made urged Segroes to becoze registered voters, LAbout 400-500 Kegroes from

Dallas County attended and it was a peaceful meetinc vith no disturbances, Vhen
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ther home nfter comnletin~ their cpplicntions.

I arrived at the church about 7330 p.m., I sav about four automobiles in front

of and near the church. In these sutomobiles vere white men, some of them

vearing light helnxgts. 1 saw that some of these men were copying license
plate numbers from cnrs containing Negroes that drove up to the church.

Muring the neetin@f. there were three or four white men in the church. The

- same ‘leputy #hex‘i‘i‘f, whom I believe is Lt. Suther, bad a walkie-talkie and
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talked op it throughout the meeting. & photographer walked arourd the church

toking pictures of the liegroes present, The meetins ended at about 10 p.Z. ) \}B
On the r'nornin{; of oy 20, 1963, ebout 19 to 10: 30, a Honrdey e.nf., the \(\4)

first registrotion day in lellas County followin: the !ay 14 mess meeting.

Arove two liegro lalies to the x.tourthouse so they could try to recister to vote.

They are Or, "osa J, Toung, who is in ker 30%s, and Ola ‘unninc, whom I thinl

is 75 years old, After I had perked =y car, 1 and iev. L. L. Anderson, who

aaid he was there to try to get rezlistere? himself, helped the ladlies up the

Courthouse steps ani into the buildin; where they sot in line in the hallway

pear the registrar's office. I walted there as they had asked e to toke

» deputy sheriff, vwhon T be-

lieve is Lt. Suther, tol? me I woull have to leave, He didn®t say why and |

24én*t nsk why. I left and went outsice, After wniting outside for several

minutes, I went back imside to ask ir. Youns and iirs. “uaning how lons they
thoucht they wowld be defore they were realdy to leave, Iirse '-Junninc_}&li ne
that a photosrepher had teen inside taking pictures and had asked her for my

nome. I went back outsic 1 sav & photogrepher with a press camera, <1~

. 1 asked him why he was taking

plctures, He sald he uas takinz pilctures for the newspaper. 1 told hin I
hope! he !mew what he was doing. About noon, Dr, Young and Mrs. Dt_umin{; cane
out and sald that the registrar's office had closed for lunch and they hadn®t Yeen
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able to apply as yet. I took Hrs. Dunning home and broucht hér back in the
afternoon. I waited outside and I believe I drove both Ir. Young end Hrs.
N Dunning to thetr hores after they applied,

At ! >
emes t. Gildersieve

Subscribed and sworn to before me this to_ day of June, 1963,
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