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My name 1s Posle .cesc an! [ 22 a Jecro. [ am 19 yeers ol” am” ]

beve 1ive] in :elma, Alabase, R11 of =y life, [ llve at 1001 #inter troct

{n elma. 1 finishe’ the 7th graie. [ was arrested in 1947 for atesliz; 2
Mcycle, in 1961 for stealins o watch an? tvice for “rivins without ¢ liceasc,
once in 1967 saf on# in 19€3 z

I bave deen vorkins for zbtout twe uonths in the voter resistration
2piyc tetn: cerrie! on amon; leproes in allac “punty, ‘labomn, ost of the
vorz 1 have been ‘oin~ in the ‘rive hrs leen psasin: out leaflets crong
Yesroes in elza. These leaflets either zlve the tines, =lares pn’ speakoPs
for mase meetinca to de kel in our voter recistration 'rive or else they
urze Necroes to reistcr to vote ~nl ctate the ploce and tizes thet losroes

can zo to the lourthouss ir elms t~ rosister to votc, { nozz out these
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lseflets alons with other vouns Gesraes nt the hoacs of UgiToor &b nlaces cf
tusinese run Yy LeTeos,

3p latur'ey, June 1, 1943, I was pessine out soxe lceflcts xith soze

other ¥egrocs in . 2lan, here lenflets urse! logroes to eprly for resistre.
tion the next "onlsy, hile we were jrcein; them out, & sheriff's uop 'ra:;
up an! e leputy sberiff, ! telleve his pame §s roxforl, stopnpel e rn! seil
ha bni cenplaints that ve vere puttiﬁc thsileatlets on cars. e atke! Te Ty
nave, 2ldress an' what ! wss lelng, I told hi? ve 11 pot put leaflets on
cars an? save Liz one of the leaflets. ile aske? for more then nne sc ! gave
hie e stack of them, [ vent on passing Qut the leaflets after this.

Juring the zorning of Yemiay, Sune 17, 1963, leruar: !afeyette scke’
ze an' slexan'er Prown, another younr Yerro, to o to the Tourthouse ot .elma

ant to check to sec how neny Negroes were applyins for registraticn an' to
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zet their mames an' aldrecses, Perncrd iofayette 1s one of the lemicrs in the
voties registration Irive an’ we try to teep recor’s on who applies anal kov
the 'rive is oine,

7 Erown an' I went to the _courthouse en got there adout 17t in the
aftercoon., _he recistrer®s office wes close” eanl we 21-n%t ﬁn:! an,;,'one veiting
to apoly. ooa efter we ot there n youns Lepro sam canc ;n o' vajted at the
recistrarts oor. Crown eal! [ talke? to hin, Frown oot hls pame, nilfresc an’
oske! Rz if he coul - tzke M6 picture, e Jerro 2-Tced znl Srown toox e picture
of him pose? with his kan’ »n the loor ns tbouch he w27 goins in to recister. .
“he Er:ro weited until ~tout 1:2C anl ao reclstrare he’ shovn ap yet =0 he left
tc ;0 huck te vork, Pvown left with hi-,

1 woalted o u-.r: kallemy on the first flosr of the courthouse aear the
oor to the recistrar's office untii 2lout 147 pome 0 one else kel come 3¢
I weat outsile zn’ valte? on the si-‘.séz-.ll&. ia front of the courthouse, Irowvm
returac” =o' we waite? in %1+ car untll shertly after 2:00 pem, when ve went
teck into the ¢nurthouse.

2

‘he pegistrar®s office was open zn’ it 1so%xa’ like sove people were In
amplvins, “here was 2 whlte wonon wz\ktin{.‘ outsile the office to ornly ca’ 2
Jerro zan vniting tchin’ her, Irown atzke!l the lexzre far hls nend an? alipess
an' psko? him if be coul” teke his plcturs, “he liggre sal® he coul”, btut tofors
Brovn tcok his pictur~ 2 Yeoro laly came up fal stoo! tehind the Jersrs wen in
the line. Frown talke®' to the lelye “he 31.:n't -dve Win her wroe an® 27ireas
but cat! she woul! give 1t to ¥rs, Iojnton after she anplie?, “rs. Zeynton is
& Yerro woman active in the voter reglstratien ‘rive, .

After telkizy to the lecro venman Irovn sai' be wes polng over to Mrs.
loynton?s office and asie® ze to weit for hin in the courthouss, He gave =e

is cazers 2n? left, It 1s a enell Zrownle cazerc an? | hung 1t aroun! =y nmeck.

1 went Zown the hnllway tn the next door :lown froa the recistrar®s office an!

vslte! next to the wnll, :;fter stan?ing there & sbort while sheriff llark
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valke! over to me an? aske! ze vhat 1 was lolng, vbat v2s w nage and asked me
for =y ilemtificetion. lie asiel me what I vae doing vith 2 canera aroun ny
peck, [ toll him the coxmera telongel to & frient anl that [ wes weliting for
Biz to come bnck, ie tol! ze he hat ha!l coaplaints that I bo! been loltering
in the hell an! aske’ me to leave.. [ left.

| waite: outslie for Trowz and he caze beck shortly after [ left the
{ourthousv. I tol® hir what ne! hayppened en’ gave hiz tmck his cszere. SToOWR
sat: hLe wss polns teck inoant ! tol? iz 1€ he was -olna tock then [ woul' o
tack ton, ‘& weat into the ourthouse fron the e1%e entrance on' <at in scae
chairs towar's the rear of the helluay on the first floor. Just after ue ca?
down E wan caze by an’ asked ug chout whkat we were toinc thers, e tol® us
ve were loiteriny an? that we woul® heve fo Yeeve. Trown welke? fown the hall
past the line by the resistrers® office and sterte! out the enilrance.
follevws® hiz by obout three fent,

Just ar Frown wos weliklns out the Zoor | rerche’ to kel the “oor
oprn. 1 hela't sezn the sheriff ~roun’ dut Just thenm sopecne £ otte” 7o by
the han' ond peck, ot kehin’® =¢ eﬁ‘ shave’ =e inta the sheriff's office vhich
is by the entromee, 0t WS nerif; lark. iie vushe? ze through the sheriffts
office an’ thove! e iown the stalrs =l the back of the office. I kept "ur
fest cn. was nble 22 izeep fro: falling ‘ovn the steirs. +«t the tottoz of the
stairs he shove” me inte cpother offlce over next to = chair that wes leanins
seninst the uail. “e glappe? at =¢ tut I put oy banie in front of my face and
the Ylows kit =y benis,

ife toll me tc plck up the cheir en? =it in ite sfter 1 set down he
hit ze over thc hea? with 2 billy stick three tizmes end punche! »e txice in
the ctomach sad once in the Aste!e with it, Ue coul? heve swung harier but [
still ot a lump on ny head from it, e sall- :idn*t I tell you to stay out
of here. 1 tol! him yes tut I hal to come bock in to get some change. le
took everything out of =y pockets, looked at soxe of the cards an? papers in

gy dillfol? ani then took it all oul of the office.
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There vas 2 pan {n = hijzhvay patrol uniform sitting behin” the ‘esk
en! an ol® =sn sitting in apather chair in the roon, .he man in the unifora
arke! 26 1f | kmew how to swim, 1 tol? him 114 an! then he asked me if I
Imey hov to swim with ~ dlock of cemenl on my fecet.

The “heriff came tack ‘ownstnirs an! asked me 1f I was vorkins with
seruer’. I M2n®t ancver sa’ he acked me 1P ] tmev what they 110 with smart
nicsers aroun’ here, he ¢l'erly =mam szt the _ht,:;hwa-- matrolonn het fust tol”
re whot they 1) with smart ni--ep-,

»leputy sherifl canc lawnctalre en asked me L T imey the pewe of
the other neresn vho vne vith me, [ sterte’ 2 say no anl the sheriff %lecke:
ze ¢n’ toll ne not to 33t u» thers an® tell o lle. 1 tol® hir the other rerson®s
noge ves iewls Crown.,  hey aake? e veere he 18y ant I tol? them three houses
off Jeiff aviz om ylven .t'rcet.. 1 1la*t tell hin teoceuse I '17n%t went to
set him into the trouble T was 1o, Jhe deputy shoriff an? the shortff left.

‘he hi.hway patenlnea tol! me ke woz-ceing te teat el} the Birer
out of re anl mele ~e white, /bout this timc 2 yousn~ =2n In civilisn clother
cane ine w W' & qun on. le aske! me who was tnkin the sicturee ant | X.\
tol! 2z 1 wasn®t tnking: agy plctures. The hishwsy netrolmrn nn® zlderly men
left the roore  ‘his youns nan kept questionin~ 3 sdovl the camere ans vhot 1. %.
wes lolng wvith ft, e Wept questionin- me in ¢ threctening vay an! trie? to
fet me Lo elnft that ! Lo telMne & ploturs of the water fountain in the halla
Y&y o I kept insistin hrn?t taken n nicture of the water fountain on’ he
tol® m=e [ wme l¥in~ sn thal 1 wes callin~ 2 12 7o liasp,

After A chort while the sherlff caze ack an? ke took nme back to the
unsteirs office. .z the way upstalrs he punche? ze in the leck with the
tilly stick. Upstalre he pot cone varraunts and he and £ deputy took me over to

the Juizets 3fflee in & dlling in towvn. “hile ve were there { thinkz the

3
Julge chonce? one of the varrants. 'hey charge?! me with two things cod set
teil at (2,700 on one ol them an! (%0 on the other. “hen they took me teck
f
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to the lourthouse an! thén over to the Jall, it the Jell they asked me quese
tions about my nanmc, aldress, age an! took pletures and finger printed qe.

1 coulin’t cover the bon! an' I hed to stay in Jeil until sbout 103130

‘ ' frl lny morning when two Hesroes msme! 'oss and Cev. Zrown sicmel the boal for
”- re, In Court on Thurslay the Juige postponc? my trial for onc week and lowere:
!c( bon? on the onz ckarze from ‘1,000 t9 'S*3 et the reruest of my 2ttorneys.
' —‘;A ‘his affilavie ha.s teen reat to %e ty mvic E, ‘erlin, an attorney for
,: the eperteosnt of Justice, 2a? I unlerstan? it an? it is true an? correct to
the test of =y kmowle'se, .

“ubscrited an’ svorn to tefore e this 2£ tny af sune, 1963,

e f/w&q .
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