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AFFIDAVIT

STAT. UF ALA:ARS )
COUHTY o whlIAL )

¥y name 1s . ermard tafoyetie, Jr. 1 &t T2 years old ana a ne.TO.

I was bora in ‘'arya, -‘lorida am. T -racuateq (Iou iculcton senior uljh

Sehool i .amra In 154, I atuenu.d Ti¢ ACricia Leuticy Toslugleal deninarys

{1 Nashvilie, Tecanessee, fro:  ortenoer, 1458 &y ary 1W6le 1 orrang orre” to

Fis'¢ »alversity in .shville ans atiencue  isk for onc saacater {ra  ureery
to June, 1y 2. I an a licunse. atnisier Ly toe ow iope optist shuren 1
‘fampa and .0 2r Hel hts naptist Caurcn in ;aghiville. [ nsve aever hauw @ church
ministrs. ¥ au -arricc ac have no ciaildren,

1 interruntec -y coll: c advcation to worli with the .tudent None
1iolent onrdinating Uo'n‘ihtu v(Si! :2) of Aclanta. [ au now, and have L cn sin-e

Saptasber, 1701, excevt for ny s- nester at Fisk, a 3n ° ficle secretary. .

{5 an or;anization of v rous and some white persons. ‘nu of lts 1ain activitlios

i{s to wor: in vartons sta tes assistin. e 'roes to occons re~istered .otaers.

Uftan .4 is asked by .-re lear.:rg an or u.lzations Lo uo e ito thetr l:cal
com .unitizs and heln tre. in their votin: r -lsuratdisn eriarts,

In .iovember, 1962, the :allas Covat; (ilsiasa) s0ers '»a e reg.estca
assistonce fro. the S.uthern «:ional council Lo stlunie in ol allas vouat,
Ne,Toes to bezo .0 voters. -mua of the r-netiuns of the s outtern e cional el
18 to au-ist ‘e ro votins revistrotionani the Council coantlacted 5n70 conw i

the iallas ‘ounty roquest. T was then workin ; ou leuro ‘votin,: rosistrstion in

Mississippl tor udil and SHCU asked me and I acreec to o Lu .allas ouaty to

soterm ne if such a project was gesirable at that tite. T thouht, aftyr soce ein -

p {'ew days in 3olma, tho county seat of Jellas ounty, that it was. Tn “cbruary,
1953, I was naned by N ' thc director of the Central “labans Voter Jalstration
roj ct. The project was to help local ile ro leacers and or -.wnizstion in ettin:

Ne-roes registered as voters in vallag, -ilcox an. other Alatona countios.
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1 roturnod to callas Couaty on Feiruary 10, 1503 to start o™ L

helpin: the .allas Sounty Jolers Lca ue in its effort of assisiin; fe roes to

becous vetors. 1 have voen woriking in uallas County on thls oroject continnously

sinece Fe: ruary 10, 1963, axeept for a fev days suent in other ne.ruy Alsva.®

eountics woriia: on voting; re :istratioss T a. hore at the tavitation of ins

Ll

F .
: Voters Leajuc, an orpainzation of e roes 1livin - in =wllas uounbty, and | werk ;
i

mupnigs of the V- tors leame is to assist overy !

eligible p rson In valles Sounty who desires it to b come 8 reristeroa voler.

- The Yoters icé~uc holds ncetinus once a m~n£h and I am @ menber. - I make reports \é |

to the Vnters ‘aa ue of ny activities and makc su; a2gtlons f{or future plans and ?&:3
i : action. .hu meniersa o of the Yoters lea ue dlscusgses oy su -restions and thoue 1
- from other «e:i ors snd 3 conc.nsus comus £ro- the mweetincs wiieh —uvides /.

activitics, .y fwnstion is rrovide the or .anizatlon neouud to accopllsh

3 the Yotars ..z3ue oal.

In carryin.; ont my wor. with L Vovers & ue, 1 nave roaroives

I
|

about 50 roun people [ros allag onaty %o wwlr with e oroju:t,  also

have had th lelp 0 & .o b f10la worker “ar tho lisi vy wunds, 8 14 e 9l

TR,

{ e ro boy {rmm sirmain.chanm named Alexander uUrown. .hise youn; people [ heve

. recruited ess out l:afluts anc other printed sattor advertisin votor's zl.nics

E ana mass neebin-s, tcach eli ible peopl vho want Lo a;plv for re:is tration to
yote how to rroperly fill it application forms and try to deteraln: how many t

Nop"‘ooa ro to the .allas jounty courthouse to nake avrlication “or votin; §

L

ye_ istration an:! how wmany of thoss who arply are accertea.

Our prosram has e8lso {n~ludeu cstaclishin: voters? clinics. They
are held uwvery Tuesdny and thuraday nl hts at fra xlin wtreet in elma or, at
tiwcs at tie uhilon aptist shurch in Bojue “hitta, ilavasa, [he purnos. oY
thas: clinics Is to havo leroes who wish Lo reistar cone aau lesrn the pro-
cedura. try to attend every clinic and mo uo ttie of.icers of the ¥Yaters wa.uc.

wo explain to the peoplc who attena what the regquize. nis ure to lev.ae 8 voter.

e show them ssaple arplication foris and we toash thea the maania of all he

questions on tne form and s:oW the: how the form should te fllled out. <« tull
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them what to expect at tin: courthouse when they o there to aprrly and we ask
them to 1=t us!imow when they ..:o to the co_rthouse alu whether they were avle
to fill out an aprlication form. -e€ asi thes to let us know if they wers
acceptea or rejected.

The voter's clinics haye vean hald each [uesday and Jhursday niiits
siney Jamuary 29, 1943. ,I know that the pecords of the Voters Leajue, waien

& . i bm-o@b
aro kept Ly Swe inters Lasue esecretary, Frs. ..Arie ‘oster, snow tant 9
dificrent rersons have attendza at leact oue clinic sine Jauary 2:-. Three
peonle attended the two reatin s hald in January; in Selruary, 53 nersons
sttendody in March, 27 -ersons attendea; in Aoril, 35 poers ns attacw ©3 in ey,
46 porsons attendes; 8nd vp to and ircluding the clinie ' Jfune 2C, 1953, 11
perscns have atlencco in June, 1%3.

The Voters leaue has also smonsorcy tws nass ~ge.in.s in orver to
encoura e losmmes to ‘ry to ‘ecore re;istered voters. ‘hese avetin s were
held on .ay Uy and June 17. e auve:tise tnu vetlin:'s well ln adva .ce by
pasain: out lsaflets, by callin ; at ;eoulels uoige a.d L. grancia &L chureics
and other or:/mizati ns,

The voters' elinics uecase -weh ocusier »fier the ray 1. iass muotin:
was publlcizod ana then ield.  “ur recorus show tact ninc persons attonacd Lae
votorst clinic of ay 1ll; that 12 ;crsons attenden the clinic o: ..a: 21; tact
24-ht persons atiesdis the clinic o -ay 23; that two purssns ollemcd the elink
of iiay 23; and thet nin. p ‘'sons attended tre clinic of ..av 3o, “'e have not had
more than three persons at a clinic uurln.-j. th: month o Juse, 19G3.

The first mass rwatin: was held on :lay 1 at thc vabernacle iartist

. Chureh in Selma, which ia in a le ro livin-+ scction of Lelua. The uest speaker

was Jazes -orran of . tlanta, exccubive-sucretary of L.lte 1 arrivea at the
church about 6:30 pe-e, #n hour vefore the meetin: was to sturt. -hon I arrivec
there were atout four palice cars cyntaining whlte -ien :itner rarieed near the
ehurch or drivings around near the ciurcn. Therc were aco.t 10 uriformeu olficer
and other white 1en not in police uniforas stonclin_ across the sireut fruu ne

church. They worc or carrieu guns ana clubs anc so«c ol the: had aclaets on th
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hes.s. There wore no other wiite porsons in the victaity o! the church and & ‘ﬂ
de :Toes had mOt yst o un L0 arrive for tiw nass mugbin.. Iwent inside tne cj“kg-
for a comittec Mmretin- 859 then ceae bacc outslee o b 72300 AL tals tie
1 sa. -an; more cars ans Lrucks, sovse ecarrvin - ¥ ite nen, arcund the church,
H :au; about 30 white ~on stasdin; around in tiie unitorn of the city rolics ar
the sheriff's office or areesod in khaki ch&cs with helmets. They all secned
to ve armed with runs ans cluvs. I and other lle:roes refer to the men in <haki
elothes as the sheriff’s =osce. 7T relieve they live in .allas “ounty asi. are \2
deputized by the sheriff or tas county. This ni:ht they were obviously a part Q
of the law onforcement —mun at the church.
The mass moctin - Lej2n with & prayer Ly te.s ve . Huntor of Selra.
A hymn vas sung and specch = were nade about thu noee: for & ‘roes ta ..ecome
registored votars Ly . ve cunter, .o illecrsleve, vicu~ rasiucnt oi the Joters
Lea e, nyscl ane re ST80 A srayur wes satu or Mre . e bOynbON who
c¢led that dase Lir. royatna hsd L oen oresident i the woters Luaue. /L collec~
ti.n wss Laken [Or .27e L. e ATCIESOG WO 13 fucla, & wrisl wrisin, fro.. &
traific veceldont Ardi .€7e ~2-oF837 V@il S VCPUOT @6 STUGUON AN S WOPL uhare
ané the n oetin, oloseu wit- 8 D nedictinc.  ave unter snd I hsd ur o otee
people to leave the ..oc: - gifetly anu to o direzil: hoie. ‘The meetin , st
valch ~ esti-.ate 4OU-LSS e ro rersons attonded, was conducted roacefully axd
the:e vere no aisturia:ces. sarsichaut the moetin: tuio ce mty saeril:s 1061
bh; Jallas sunty sheris.'s o.flce and ong prrsan wWno. U tolleve g2 ot
policunan vere inside ta.: e¢'mzrch. hey vere armed with ristols. Jne of the
deput; sheriffs, named Lutier, stood at the back door with a walizicetalkie
which he useu throu,io:t e o elini. The other t:v took nctes. ihore were
sbout four shoto.jraphcerg #ns 8 movie ~arera nan inside thu ehurch lalkin; r:icltums
of the audiangs and tho peaple o7 the speaker's slatfor:.
The day fcumdn. + the wetin:, Nay 15, t‘bn- news sbox";/ a8 peared on
the front pae of the Jci:a 7L .ve-Journal. Ihe story said that . wac a gieaker
and that I wr @ mpssive Lurnout of e, roct a4t Liw sy 20thomsatin of Lau

Lallas County roard of - ristrars. .t stated that . hsc uwoen In " elsa for the
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last 60 days to or;anize the mass muctin; and that- I had =a3id at the mceting
that there wore cnouch ‘o7roes in .allas Bounty to decice who lts elected

of 'irlals woul. e, A ecory of L:ls newsnamer article ls attacheo to this affianvit,

On June 11, 153, I was oin: {2 v nowe on Gnion Strect In ~eloa st
about 1110 n,-, A coar was parked in the :iu‘%c{u' the stre b :irectly in ‘ront
of my ouse and a wiile man was seateu cte:imd Lha urivar's whesl. Another whiie

nan, whn vre stamding: by tals anr, asboe o bootwsn wnelr cer Rs 4t woulda's

start, I attencte to nusa the cer . the anlle can who wae sta L on it 3{'

N )
street asked e to et out of my rar 3 maks sure the cuipers ot. T ot out of %

7y car and when I did, this -an struck me scveral tiues on the head with a ulimt
ob Ject ena—iciaked—rry (1.0 $.is .an Junped Lato the car with the atiur wiite
man art thay drowe rway, T phoned tho Sel-a rolic: «uu they zasw o iy house
to talii to ve. I then went to the .urwel! Lafimsar where six stliches vere :ut
in my scalp. ‘he rolice alsu talkeou tu me at the 'aosnitél. T als: reparted th s
beatin:; and ;ave a state.wnt to the &+ -ral . ureau of Tnwesti ation., o my
tno.ilec :c, these white -2n nave not Lacn srrest.d.

On the wornin: of dume 17, T asiczé a 1¢ year ol. o 1o voy fr: Lela
naned osiv .:xae wio has . cen halrin: the ¥ Zers Lea e in its acblivitics o
20 with Alesacar rowm Uy tias .alias Jourty ouriious ead ser h.ow nmy e roes
verc attemptin: to rc ister to wte, This was a e ular voiers reclstrstion
day at the cou-thouse. T tolid ..eeua "n‘.;. TWa b Tlac 0.t the vawes wud awnrosses
of &y ide roes who seia there an. anpl- go thit the Joters Lea uc woLly tave s
record of that and then co:lri nlro contact thess peorle to sy if they uere
accepted. ‘e have had a lot of dif:iculty kecnin: tract of the nuiters of
Ne:roas who ar 1y to reister rnd findin: out who wns tcccbad. Pre Jotors
Lea.;ue recorus show that 31 .e roes have amplive to reisler Lo vobl. sinc:
Jenvary 27, 1963, tut ! know and the officers of the Voters lLearue 'mow that
many more have aprlled. I had rreviously told .lcesc and Srown 5 the in-ortance
of takin: pictures of “e.Toes who were attemptin: to re:istor. The Voten-l

Iaz:ime wants clctures ot da-roecs waitin: to re;ister s> thot these nisturces

can be showm w other :lo:roes in Lallas County and they can be told and ghown
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/’breach 2 t.‘m peacc ond -esl..,t-n.' arrest.

-

that it 1s ~ossible to cry to gut resistered. I huard thaet afternoon froa
Brown thei Aoesc had been taken by Lallas “ounty heriff lark into tiw
sherii 's oitice. 1 went to his ol {ce to sec the sharif. to rli. o.t
whether ‘cose i d been arrested. I asked the sherifs about 'tocstz a:a he

' ” told me :eess had been arrested tor [a: lure to cbey an officer and for rogiste

in: arrest, lhc sheril? asked mo -ty name and T told his whot it is. This was

: ghs first tine ' had over talkad to Sharif: slarke I left aud wend % the
<_~f' " county jail, where leesc was bein: held, to sce whether & bond hed teen sab

I spw a rarer that sald .eesc was caar cu wWitn

fop - eest. , m.lu at tne jail,
Lkin f 2"41"»’» X

Thrt alht, Jun: L7, tha Unterr aa ue sro.sorea Lbs sccon. 888

meutin - al the ¥irst Laplist Douren Lo ooowy W is ~u a .e,ro livii; aroa
-
of ta: city. ihe noctbn: was coha. lun we owert at 7 e o ET Lo ‘w.ast

spaaker was cve Jame: sevel o . ississiori. nic .cetin had also & oo

advertises in advanc. by the distritutin o loarlets, by word of moutn ane

by speech. s at churches and sther or, anizat. ns, I arrivud at b chure:

S abomt 73100 e :e anu saw @ man in the unifom of a uemut, saerif. sa i @

lon - flashli -ht on the ldzcase pl=tes ol cars sartoe n b nureht's cart ings

© Yot any covyin . down the numncl's fron these llcense rlatcse I saw aiout
thros eib, policc and thrus sherifi's cars thera. ~m of trese cars vere
parked nesr the churen axd the othars weru tein: arivon asround in the viecinity
of thi church i~ un.i'»'ox':\edAof'ficers. The acetin: sezan avoul 73130 nate  8V.

ticuale of wallns J??‘.\.'xtc;, a :ero, be:sn the amells; with & rajer. irs. toster,
K wrdd AU .
— of th. V.teps laa uc, told everyune that th:: ~urposc of the mer b=
{n.: was to encoura;e pconl. L sucone voters. liyms anc fresuo~ sun s wers sun
and Jackson ., Lawson nresented & citation o the o e .Qzjnton o .ewll of
her lato hushand, [irs. - oynton resnd e it ner thanks 81U ale e e
Anderson led a nemorial prasor for ¥r. ornton., A {lnencial arpeal wa. .~u.

‘T

on behall oi’ the Voters i.eaue by ir. Lindsey, & Selia de:ro and then I s;ole

about the Luvortance o' voting and the noed tu ancourag;e peoule to .Gcu e

ng:

v

v
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registered voters. I introducea :cv. tevel who s~oke abaut votin: and urzed

tho e roos thure to work on ~ettin peopl: recistersd in iLallas County.

Mr. Gilderslge, vice-cresident of the /oters ica-ue, nade an appeal for votln

re:istration, announced when the clinics wo 1d be 'wld, talked av ut the work

of the Yoters Leu ue and tola whun rayistration woula L. hela at thue courthouse

in July. :ev. Clevelane closed thc rectin- at a. ut © 145 with resarss sl a

beneaiction., There were no dlsturtances curln; the :estin , T telleve there

vere about ©70 lla-roes fron .allas lourt 8L Lo .eebiaoe vust lidge i lust

mas- meatin on Ka; 1 , there werc lwo dorub. sheriflis o, 1 colievs, a t2lea
policenan, inside tha chureq tarou hout the necetine tne 07 the ce~uty sherif’s,

again suther, had a walkie-talkie ond Be used 't .vrin; the eeting. Tag otmd

two orricers . notes. .here wais 3 photo :ranher, wom f re-s mlzou us woing
3 : 2

valioe c eouac ik eorreh

froi the el-a Times-Iyurnal, ot the scetin- an.: e
tds;i_'l.f plcturcs of the .e roes in the churehe Nen the meatin- was & -.r -
wont -utside the church an - saw so4~ of the gherif's possc, wearin : khaki
eloties na.. wuns an: helaots, sitiin- in cars rarked outslde the chwreh and
arivin around in ecars iaar the cimrehi, Newsanur articles avout t:is ..ass
neatin , sttin: that T was on: of tho spcakers, a'pearad the followin day,
June 1%, in the »ato.crs Advertiser aic the oir-io e Lews.

Ua thu cvenin  of Junu 1, & .uvesday, the solers iew o has 8 reular-
1y sciicdulse voter's clinie 3t “ra klin ~tre:t in .el:s, onl:@ vae porso: siowed
up 80 ° ana the voters L-ae of lcer: s00. hau a4 <o ..ittiv .eetin . fesis 1L vag
over, atout 103130 v, ., ¢ 8n: a 17 year 2la e ro Loy froi .allas (ounoi nad ..
lerry ~haw, who has bec- hol in? the Joters Len ue in its work, ot into =y rar.
‘I planned to drive h:ln home and then -0 to my houe. After crossin,; the inicere-
section of Alasa.a Avenuo while roin :. north on vasihin ;lon Avenue, wi auticed
that a sheriff's car was tehind us with a finshiﬂ,: 1i:nt., e p.llo. o.or to
the curt and storped. [ ot out of my car anc _enuty Shertf! ‘o .er snd o:other
officer ‘ot out o the sherif!'s car. wveber as“ed to g.¢ my driver's licunse

and I showea it t» hin, He salcd h. had a warraat for my ;In‘est an, hu hac a

‘olded paper in ny hanc, I asked him what the char-e was and he said It was

4%

e . . et e .
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'“"‘.",' vagrancy. 1 was th n taken by .aover to th: eonnty jall on Alasa.a nveue
i ] : where I uas searched., t the jail [ askeu .ober if T conlu scc the varrant
: 3 ‘
s . ut he didn't let ¢ read it. T asked hin vhy I was wein;; arrested for vaie , f
g rancy and “ie.er saic he was foliowin; orvers. I founa out later that Sheriif
“ 4 Clark had ra olit a warrant for ay arrest on vasrancy. '1. was placeu in a8
- (i 8.4, |
cellywith ~osis eese and th following mornin; I was {in-errrinled aac photo= i
: . '% srarhcd. hat afternoon I was releaseu ~fler ‘rs. arte risler s leury %
] i N Shannon, both .« Toes of ‘elas, =i med 3 500 nponarty ond for me, bBoth %‘ {
. pefore and alier -, arrest, ro cnw [ros Sha sherir '8 offic:, the elia olice :
E B
‘ or anyon. alse nas ever talxeu b 3 feout fov e wonng Iohau e Wit el
F . was carlojyode
3. ) “nis was not m At arrest, Ciawme ©owlpen or-Antze L coreary,
X . T
] } 1560, the Uashville .on=/1.lent ‘foverent, an alliliate off © .7, when Iwes a
1 1' stident at the Scainar; in .iashville, I have i on aresise aiv roxidely nine
' \ time e ALl of tnoza arrcsts have Leen conuSCLLG v A oy sctiviting Wit S
? j or with other «ivil rihits a-uviviuies and [ havs never bee 8raesieys O ine
] I victas of gnr oifes e not arisin froa .y eivil ri hts acitvities.
H,‘ . ! was rico [or varanc/ ox;x Jun: 20 in the county court in Jel-a
! E . befrre ajud-e. I was fonnd noi o lby. ! was defonded ry attoriess Chestnut
i 'i . of Selna a1 . sear of .oni a.ery. The voters ls ¢ ue is .pin- to pay for the
lesal axnensos. !
As a 3.3C fleld scecrstary, al) of 17 cers nal and wor. exuensSus are
] " paid Jvor by Ui, includin® roo-, board, wraasuriation, telephone, ~osts e,
A ;
, orfie. curlies aud oeintiaze T tuleinon. TG w. o 0 .ice In Atlanta o tall ;
1 | then of -ty « lnancial nveds and vigy s.na Ls ouR/. 1 zecount in wctxil ts 0
: for all :onoy [ recciva froa SHil anc t grerat: on a snoeivie ..ud -ut, wom
; was arrested on June 15, T hac $27.75 with e. T do n3t owe any oney to onye j
3 .
I : one in Sel:a or .alias ouaty. I pay 40 a month rent for . apartient anc tiv !
: “ rent was paic in advance for the month of Jun. 8t thc tiac of my arrect. ’
i ' :.
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