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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION

JARROD STRINGER, et al., §
Plaintiffs, §
)

v. § No. SA-20-CV-46-OG
y
RUTH R. HUGHS, et al., §
Defendants. §

DEFENDANTS’ RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO INTERVENORS’ MOTION FOR SUMMARY
JUDGMENT AND COUNTER-MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT DISMISSING INTERVENORS
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I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DI STRI CT OF TEXAS
SAN ANTONI O DI VI SI ON

JARROD STRI NGER, et al .,
Plaintiffs,

V. No. SA-20-CV-46-0G

* % ¥ X X X %

RUTH HUGHS, et al.,
Def endant .
VI DEOTAPED VI DEOCCONFERENCED
ORAL DEPGSI TI ON
OF
THE DEMOCRATI C CONGRESSI ONAL
CAMPAI GN COW TTEE REPRESENTATI VE,
JACQUELI NE NEWWAN

Tuesday, April 28, 2020

VI DEOTAPED VI DEOCONFERENCED DEPCSI TI ON OF
JACQUELI NE NEWVAN, produced as a witness at the instance
of the Defendant, and duly sworn, was taken in the
above-styl ed and nunbered cause on Tuesday, April 28,
2020, from10:09 a.m to 2:05 p.m Central Tinme, before
Debbi e D. Cunningham CSR, in and for the State of
Texas, renotely reported via Machi ne Shorthand, pursuant
to the Federal Rules of G vil Procedure.
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APPEARANCES

FOR PLAI NTI FF | NTERVENORS:

PERKI NS CO E

700 13th St NW
Washi ngt on, DC 20005
(T) 202.654. 6200

By: Aria Branch, Esq.
abranch@er ki nscoi e. com
AND
Emly Brailey, Esq.
AND
Rachel Jacobs, Esq.

FOR DEFENDANT THE TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE:

OFFI CE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
Speci al Counsel for Cvil Litigation

300 W 15th Street
Austin, Texas 78701
(T) 512.463.4139

By: Christopher D. Hlton, Esq.

christopher. hilton@ag. t exas. gov

VI DEOGRAPHER:

Amanda Chri st opher
Brian Chri stopher
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(Tuesday, April 28, 2020, 10:10 a.m)

PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: Today is April 28th, 2020.
This is the deposition of the Corporate Representative
of DCCC, Jacqueline Newran, in the matter of Jarrod
Stringer, et al. versus Ruth R Hughs, et al. W are
situated renotely and are on the record at 10:09 a.m,
Central Standard Ti ne.

My nane i s Debbi e Cunni ngham and ny
busi ness address is P.O Box, Manchaca, Texas 78652.

Wul d all persons present please
i ntroduce thenselves for the record?

MR HLTON: Chris Hilton for the
Def endant s.

M5. BRANCH: Aria Branch for the
Plaintiff Intervenor DCCC. That's "D' and then three
"Cs "

M5. BRAILEY: Emly Brailey, also for the
Plaintiff Intervenor, DCCC

THE WTNESS: Jacqueline Newman with the

JACQUELI NE NEWVAN,
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havi ng taken an oath to tell the truth, the whole truth,

and nothing but the truth, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR HI LTON:

Q Good norni ng, Ms. Newran.

A Hi .

Q Coul d you pl ease state and spell your nanme one
nore time for the record?

A Sure. It’s Jacqueline Newran,
J-ACQUEL-I-NENE-WMA-N.

Q And you're here on behalf of DCCC to testify
as their representative today, right?

A | am

Q Before starting to prepare for this, |
truthfully didn’t know a whol e | ot about the DCCC and
what it does. | think I'"'mstill pretty murky on the
details, and I’ m hopi ng you can explain for ne so | can
ki nd of understand nore today. Can you just start ne
off with kind of an overvi ew about what the DCCC i s,
what its purpose is, what it does?

A Sure. The DCCC is the national party tasked
with electing Denocrats to the U S. House of
Represent ati ves.

Q You said it’s a party?

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
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A. Yes.

Q Is it separate from |ike, the Denocratic
Party; or how does that work?

A Yes. | nean, we are part of the Denocratic
Party. W are separate fromthe Denocratic National
Committee, which is often what people think of when they
think of the National Denocratic Party.

Q So you're separate fromthe Denocratic
National Committee. |Is it a subordinate role, is it a
partnership; or what’s the rel ationship there?

A | would say we’'re affiliated, but we are
not -- we are not interlinked in any way. And we are
al so not their subordinate.

Q kay. And, | nean, | just didn't know. Do
you have a separate Party platform or how does that
wor k?

A Yes, | mean, we don't necessarily have a
pl atform as t he DCCC.

Q Ckay. And why is that?

A That’ s just not sonething we set out to do.

Q So what do you set out to do? | mean, is it
primarily fundraising; or just what is, you know?

A W -- again, we're trying to el ect Denocrats
to the U S. House of Representatives; and so we support

canpaigns in a variety of ways and functions.
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Q Okay. Well, we’ll go through sone of the

details of sone of that later. | guess | would like to
start, also, with understanding a little bit nore about
you and your background. So you're currently enpl oyed

by the DCCC, is that right?

A | am

Q And what’s your role?

A I’ mthe Deputy Executive Director and Chi ef
Operating Oficer.

Q Okay. And what are the responsibilities for
t hose rol es?

A | oversee all the adm nistrative and
operations functions for the building -- or for the
commttee, that includes the building itself, our Human
Resources functions, our budgets, our |egal activity,
just making sure everything is functioning as it shoul d.

Q How many enpl oyees does DCCC have?

A Ri ght now we are roughly at about 265
enpl oyees.

Q So these are fol ks that receive a paycheck
f r om DCCC?

A Yes.

Q And where are they |ocated, and what kind of
work do they engage in? I'mtrying to get a sense of,

you know, who’s out there.
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A Sure. They -- our enployees are | ocated
across the country. The majority are based in DC. W
have several enployees that are on the ground in Texas
as it relates to this case.

Q Uh-huh. And as far as your job, Deputy
Executive Director -- did | get that right?

A Yes.

Q How | ong have you had that role?

A | think 1"ve had this title since Septenber.
|"ve been with the commttee in sonme fashion since 2014,
and | was previously with the conmttee in 2012.

Q And what about the COOtitle, how |long have
you had that?

A About two and a half years.

Q kay. Wio -- what’s the reporting -- what'’s,
| guess, the | eadership structure? You' re the Deputy
Executive Director, so | assune you report to an
Executive Director. 1s there anyone el se you report to,
other folks that report to you? Can you give ne a sense
of that?

A Yes, you're right. There's an Executive
Director who oversees all the day-to-day functions of
the commttee; and then we also have a Chair of the
comm ttee, Congressworman Cheri Bustos.

Q Anyone el se that you report to?
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10
A No.

Q And then who reports to you?

A | have a team bel ow ne, a Chief Adm nistrative
Oficer, IT Director.

Q Is that it, there’s two people that report to
you?

A Oh, I'msorry. Then there’s sone junior-|evel
staffers bel ow them who are kind of the senior team and
t hen HR and Admi ni strati on Manager

Q Okay. How many people would you say report to
you directly?

A I think it’s about eight or nine people.

Q Okay. Are there any other deputy executive
directors, or are you the only one? Like, a |lot of
agenci es have, like, multiple deputy conm ssioners in
charge of certain things.

A Sure. There are two ot her deputy executive
di rectors.

Q VWhat are their nanmes, and what are their
responsibilities?

A One i s Ryan Hedgepeth, and he is our Deputy
Executive Director for Menber Engagenent. He works
directly with nenbers of our caucus, nenbers of
Congress. And Mke Smth is also a Deputy Executive

Director, and he oversees our fundraising operations.
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Q Has there been any change to that structure in
the tinme that you' ve been with the DCCC?

A The Deputy Executive Director structure?

Q Yes, yeabh.

A Yes, there has.

Q So what were the changes and when did they
occur, again, just kind of focusing on this top-Ievel
structure?

A Sure. So I'msorry. Could you -- did you say
this year or during nmy entire time at the DCCC?

Q Just since you ve been at DCCC.

A Sure. So each cycle, which is a two-year
el ection period, the DCCC goes through the process of --
at one point it was appointing and nowit’'s electing a
Chair of the commttee. And each Chair that cones in is
able to kind of re-inmage the structure as they see
necessary in order to carry out their goals for the
cycle. And so with that, | would say each cycle there
has been a slightly different | eadership structure.

Q Can you give ne sone exanpl es, nmaybe? Mybe
if it changes every two years regularly, we don’t have
to go through every one; but if you could, kind of give
nme a sense of what type of changes that there are.

A Sure. So usually -- 1 think in the past few

cycles there has been a Deputy Executive Director, at
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| east one or a few And last cycle there was one Deputy
Executive Director, and they reported to the Executive
Director. |In other cycles there have been a few deputy
executive directors that kind of oversee a few key
functions of the building and then report back to the
Executive Director. Again, it just kind of depends on

t he Executive Director and the Chair at the tine.

Q How are the Executive Director and the Chair

chosen?
A Currently -- and this is a sonewhat recent
change -- the Chair of the committee is elected by the

Denocratic Caucus, and the Executive Director is hired
by the Chair.

Q Okay. And so you’'ve been with DCCC since 2014
and then another stint before then. Is it typical to
have a |ong tenure, you know, for enployees to be
tenured that length of tine; or is there a |ot of
turnover with these two-year cycles?

A Yeah, it’s definitely nore common that people
work a cycle and then they nove on to anot her
opportunity. There's a |l ot of turnover usually.

Q Is sone of that top down? | nean, does the
Executive Director bring in their own people every year
or...

A No. | think it’s nore just the nature of
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canpai gns that every two years people are noving on to
sonething else. | think you would see -- and this
partially explains why |’ve been here | onger than nost
peopl e, but the adm nistrative functions are the people
who tend to stay cycle to cycle. And the people who
work kind of in different parts of the commttee are
often noving on to other canpai gns or other

or gani zat i ons.

Q So that would be nore typical of the fol ks who
do the fundraising or the -- | forget how you put it --
the direct interfacing with the caucus nenbers?

A Yes.

Q Okay. You've been here, you know, at DCCC
quite a while. | take it you enjoy your job?

A | do.

Q What do you enj oy about your job?

A | think the work we do is inmportant, and I
i ke the values we represent.

Q Ckay. Wiat val ues?

A I think electing Denocrats to the U. S. House
of Representatives -- you know, the House, | think,
inpacts a |lot of change within this country; and it’s
i nportant that we expand and protect our nmajority.

Q You’ ve nentioned that a couple of tines

already and we’re going to talk -- you know, one of the
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m ssions of DCCC and we’'re going to talk nore about that
t hroughout; but is that the best statenment of the
m ssion, to el ect Denocrats?

A Definitely.

Q Is there any ot her conponent of that, or is

that really what it’s all about?

A | think everything ties back to el ecting
Denocrat s.
Q Ckay.
MR HLTON:. |1'mgoing to send out
t hrough the chat what’s actually -- I’mgoing alittle
out of order. | kind of prenunbered sone of these. So
" mgoing to send out Exhibit 5 now, and then we’'ll cone

back to the other ones.
(Exhibit 5 discussed.)
Q (BY MR HLTON) So let ne know if you' re able

to access Exhibit 5; and once you ve had a chance to

pull it up and reviewit, let nme know.

A Ckay. | have it open.

Q Is that your Linkedln page, at |east part of
it?

A Yes.

Q And | should say -- | forgot to nention this
before -- other than the docunents that | send you and

t hen the Bates nunbered docunents that your counsel
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provided to you that were the DCCC s production, do you

have any ot her docunents in front of you, with you? Are
you referring to any other docunents?

A No, | don't.

Q Okay. 1’1l ask for you to continue not to do
that; and if you do refer to another docunent, please
let me know. And | think the sane thing goes with
talking to other people, including by e-mail, text, you
know, anything |like that. Please refrain from doing
that, you know, until the deposition is over. And if
you do do that, 1'd ask that you please, you know, |et
me know.

Al'l right. So turning to Exhibit 5,
which is at |least a portion of your Linkedln page, it
has enpl oynent history for you going back to May 2008.
| was kind of hoping you could wal k ne through each of
t hese positions, starting with May 2008, and explain to
me -- obviously, we don’'t have to go into a huge anobunt
of detail for all of these; but if you could, explain to
me just kind of generally what the conpany was or what
t he organi zati on was, what your role was, and kind of
give nme a sense of the evolution of your career. That’s
nmy goal here.

So if you could just kind of start from

G S Specialist at the Tinmons G oup and work your way
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through, | think that’s the nost efficient way to go

about it.

A Ckay. Sure. So in 2008 | worked with the
Ti mmons Group, which is an engineering firm | was a
G S Specialist at the tine, Geographic Information
Syst ens.

Q What is a Geographic Information Systenf

A It’s like a lot of building kind of digital
maps. That’'s what | did, usually, for local governnents
that were hoping to convert to a nodern era, if you
will.

Q I n what sense?

A Li ke, the work | did was taking, |ike, paper
docunents, land parcels, and | was digitizing them

Q Oh, | see. So any kind of, you know, records
or whatever, just trying to make it into a nodern
el ectronical l y-accessi bl e systen?

A Yeah, yeah, basically.

Q Got it. Any particular projects that stand
out fromthat tinme? | don’'t nmean to nmake you go all the
way back through your career.

A Oh, sure. No, no. So nost of the work I
specialized in, we worked with a lot of rural, | guess,
counties and | ocations; and they were in the process of

trying to basically get up and running a systemthat --
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where people in their location can call 9-1-1 and it
woul d be linked to their home, which I think is

sonmet hing that, especially in urban and suburban areas,
peopl e take for granted that you call 9-1-1 and they
know where you're calling from So that required
digitizing all of the maps and then |inking each, Iike,
| and parcel to the phone information we had for people
l[iving there. That was the majority of the work | did
at Ti mmons.

Q kay. And I'msorry to dwell on this, but it
| ooks |i ke your career kind of takes a nore political --
or politically-oriented turn fromhere. D d you do any
political type work or redistricting or anything |ike
t hat when you were with Ti mons G oup?

A | didn’t do any political work with Ti rmons.
| was involved through ny school; and while |I was
wor ki ng at Timmons, | took on a side project, which is a
strong majority the role I did above it. And so | was
kind of doing that in ny spare tine.

Q Al right. Well, I know | asked you to just
kind of walk me through this and |l et you explain it; and
then I immediately interrupted you. So sorry about
that, but maybe you can pick it up fromthere and
continue to wal k me through the rest of your career.

A Sure. So for a strong majority, | was their
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Conpliance Director. | basically oversaw their
bookkeepi ng and was responsi bl e for accounting and
reporting through the Virginia State Board of El ections,
just maintaining their conpliance.

And then | found nyself in Indiana, where
| was hired as the Deputy Director of Conpliance and
Qperations; and in that role -- you will sense a thene
here -- but | oversaw the HR, the operations and the
bookkeepi ng budgets and conpliance for the Indiana
Denocratic Party.

Q And I'’msorry to interrupt you one nore tine,

at least. | should have started with this, but |

forgot. Wat was your -- what education did you have
that led you into all these roles? Like, |I think you
nmenti oned you were still in school when you started with

Ti mmons. Now, what were you in school for? Wat
degree, if any, did you attain?

A Sure. | went to school, and | received a
bachel or’ s degree in geography.

Q And | know as a conponent of that, there’'s a
| ot of, you know, technical and software and all sorts
of stuff like that that kind of |ed you to be able to do
the nmore technical side of things that you re doi ng?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Al right. | interrupted you again.

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page %Q:ebl(}o 4/ 28/ 2020

19

|"msorry. Let’s try it again.

A No problem So | was in Indiana briefly. |
stayed through the end of the election cycle and noved
back to Virginia. In April of 2011 | started with
Protect Your Care and Know Your Care as their Director
of Operations. Again, | kind of oversaw the budget
aspects, the conpliance, HR After --

Q l"msorry. Wat is that group?

A It was a 501(c)(3) and (c)(4) organi zed around

educati ng peopl e on Obamacare --

Q Ckay.

A -- and the Affordable Care Act.

Q Ckay.

A In 2012 | took a job with the DCCC as their

Director of Operations on their 2012 | ndependent
Expenditure Program and in that role, | managed the
adm ni strative functions for the IE, which is a large
pai d nedi a canpai gn.

Q And when you say a paid nmedia canpai gn, can
you el aborate a little bit on that?

A Sure. It’s nostly a bunch of TV ads that the
DCCC puts out.

Q And what was the nature of the ads? Wat was
t he purpose?

A. To el ect Denocrats to the U S. House.

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page %)’beleO 4/ 28/ 2020

20
Q Anywhere in particular? Any particular type

of ad; or was it just, you know, all House nenbers?

A It was certainly focused in our targeted
races. | don’t know how nmuch that was off the top of ny
head; but | would say, ballpark, it probably covered
about 30 races across the country.

Q And -- okay. | think that’s enough for now.
[’11 let you continue.

A Following 2012 | took a job with Terry
McAuliffe' s canpaign for governor in Virginia; and |
operated largely in the same capacity for that roll,

overseeing all the operations functions, HR budgets,

| egal .
Q Was that a successful canpaign?
A It was a successful canpaign.
Q He’s still governor, right? D d he get re-

el ected since then or...

A He is not still governor --

Q Oh, okay.

A -- but he is always around.

Q Ckay.

A So you feel like he’'s still governor.

And then, follow ng his successful
canpai gn, after his inauguration | returned to the DCCC

as Deputy Chief Operating Oficer and over the years
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have sl owy progressed.

Q You’ ve stayed around and stayed in a couple
different roles, and | know how it goes when you stay at
a place for a long tine.

| guess the only other one | wanted to
ask you about specifically was InterimExecutive
Director fromJuly of 2019 to Septenber 2019. How did
you conme to have that role, and the way you' re
describing -- | guess ny other question is, as your
primary viewpoint, you know, if it goes in two-year
el ection cycles, is that a down period since the 2018
el ection had just been over?

What was -- | guess | was saying all of
that to say -- 1'Il give you an actual question that you
can answer. How did you cone to get that role, what did
you do during that period, and how did that relate to
the cyclical nature of DCCC s work?

A Sure. So we had a | eadership transition in
the m ddle of our cycle this year, which actually isn’t
common. Usual ly an Executive Director would be hired in
Decenber or January and stay for two years or longer in
sone cases. So there was a |leadership transition. In
that nmonment | stepped up to be the InterimExecutive
Director, and largely | ran the entire process to find a

per manent Executive Director.
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Q And you say there was a | eadership transition.
" massum ng that sonmeone had signed up to do the role
and then noved on to take another opportunity
unexpect edl y?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And you nmay have nentioned this.
just don’'t recall. Were did you say you went to, got
your bachel or’s?

A | went to the University of Mary Washington in
Frederi cksburg, Virginia.

Q Vell, | appreciate all that. [It’s always
hel pful to know. Even though you're a representative on
DCCC s behalf, it’s extrenely hel pful to know your
perspective, your background, and your expertise. So |
appreci ate you wal king ne through that. | know tal king
about the full length of one’s career is not necessarily
the nost exciting, but | appreciate it.

| would like to turn nowto talk alittle

bit about how you -- you know, about the depo itself and
how you prepared for this deposition today. So | guess
start there. What did you do to prepare for the
deposi tion today?

A Sure. Well, | discussed with nmy counsel. |
reviewed the Conplaint that we had filed and revi ewed

t he Deposition Notice topics. | also reviewed a
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declaration that a nmenber of my team had subnitted in
response to this.

Q Any ot her docunents?

A | gathered information related to the
deposition topics, but that was it.

Q How di d you gat her information?

A | guess searching through DCCC docunents.

Q Okay. D d you search through e-mails or sone

ot her source of docunents?

A I think nostly just docunents that are on our
drive, |like on --
Q Did you use search ternms, or did you just

browse t hrough thenf

M5. BRANCH | want to just object to the
extent that it calls for attorney-client privileged
i nformati on.

But you can answer as |long as you're not
reveal ing any of the content of our conversations.

Q (BY MR- HILTON) Yeah. And particularly in
this prep area it gets kind of close to that. | am not
asking you for content of any conversations w th your
attorneys. So please do not provide that information.
| don’t want it. It is privileged, so.

Al right. So you said that you were

just browsing through files, | guess, based on your
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know edge and famliarity with the files of the

or gani zati on?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q Did you speak to anyone ot her than your
attorneys?

A Just our -- yes, with our attorneys.

Q But no ot her enpl oyees of DCCC or anyone el se
ot her than your attorneys?

A Ri ght .

(Exhibit 1 discussed.)

Q (BY MR HILTON) Ckay. 1'd like to turnto
Exhibit 1, which | had sent out previously via the Zoom
chat. And do you recogni ze Exhibit 1?

A Yes.

Q And what is it?

A These are the deposition topics you sent in a
Notice for this role.

Q Right. And so let’s turn to page 5 of
Exhibit 1. The heading is 30(b)(6) Corporate
Representative Deposition Topics?

A Yes.

Q Are you prepared to testify as to all these
t opi cs today?

A I am

Q And then I'd Ilike to go to page 6. The
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heading is Attachnent B. These are the docunent
requests that we sent in connection with this Notice; is
that right?

A Yes.

Q And it sounds |ike you searched for docunents
that were responsive to these requests?

A | worked with ny counsel on this.

Q Okay. Did DCCC produce docunents responsive
to these requests?

A Yes.

Q So did DCCC conply with these requests?

A Yes.

(Exhibit 2 discussed.)

Q (BY MR HLTON) GCkay. The next one is going

to be Exhibit 2, which, hopefully, is the Conplaint in

this matter.

A Yes.

Q So you have Exhibit 2 in front of you?

A | do.

Q And have you seen this docunent before?

A | have.

Q Did you review it before it was filed?

A Yes.

Q How much time did you spend reviewing it,
before it was filed, | nean?
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A Before it was filed?
Q Yes.
A Probably -- to be clear, you nean the

Conmplaint itself or in preparation for the Conplaint?

Q |"m breaking it into two parts. So the first
part is: How much time did you spend review ng the
Conpl aint before it was filed? And then the next part
will be: Didyoureviewit again for this deposition,
and how nuch time did you spend reviewing it?

A | probably spent about 30 minutes review ng
the Conplaint before it was fil ed.

Q Okay. And you said you reviewed it again to
prepare for the deposition today. How nuch tine did you
spend t hen?

A Probabl y about an hour.

Q kay. I’mgoing to send out the next exhibit,
Exhi bit 3, hopefully.

(Exhi bit 3 discussed.)

A Ckay.

Q (BY MR HLTON) Do you recognize what |I'm
mar ki ng as Exhibit 3 to the deposition? It says
Exhibit B on the first page of it, but 1"mgoing to
refer to it as Exhibit 3.

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And what is Exhibit 3?
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A This is a Declaration from Al exander Edel man
in support of the Plaintiff’s notion.
Q Who i s he?
He’s DCCC s National Field Drector.
Do you know M. Edel man?
| do.
And how do you know hi nf

He’s ny col |l eague at the DCCC.

o >» O > O »F

And can you descri be exactly what a Nati onal
Field Director does?

A Sure. The National Field Director oversees
the entire field programfor the DCCC.

Q What is a field progranf

M5. BRANCH: |I’mgoing to object to the
extent that this calls for information that would be
protected by the First Anendnent.

But you may answer at a high |evel.

A Sure. Qur field programis geared at
nmobi |'i zi ng and persuadi ng voters, usually directly on
the ground in our targeted districts.

Q (BY MR HILTON) And how does the field
program go about acconplishing that?

A We usually work with coordi nated canpai gns,
which is a coll aboration between national parties and

state parties to elect Denobcrats up and down the ballot.
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So in Texas we work with the Texas Denocratic Party,
along with the other national party commttees and, you
know, each state sonetines looks a little bit different;
but usually we are running Get-Qut-the-Vote prograns,
voter registration prograns, engagi ng our voters
directly on the ground through canvasses.

Q And how does the DCCC s support for that kind
of programplay out in practice? | nean, | guess, is it
just providing funding? Do you provide nanpower as
wel |, or what other resources do you provide?

A Yeah, so it’s all of the above. W provide
funding. W transfer noney to the State Party to be
used for the Coordinated Canpaign. W also have our own
direct investnents in people on the ground in sone
cases. In Texas, for exanple, we have four offices

opened; and we have staff in those offices.

Q Al right. Well, I'"mgetting a little ahead
of nyself. W' Il get into nore details of that later,
but | realize | forgot to ask: You said -- you

menti oned you reviewed a declaration in connection with
this matter to prepare for the deposition today. Was
this the declaration you were referring to?

A Yes, it was.

Q Al right. So we'll |eave that to the side

for now and cone back to it.
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(Exhibit 4 discussed.)

Q (BY MR HLTON) The next group of docunents
that |’mgoing to designate as Exhibit 4 to the
deposition is going to be the DCCC s production in
response to our subpoena duces tecum So that’s Bates
Nunber s DCCC 000001 through 805. Do you have those
docunents avail able to you?

Yes, | do.

And are you famliar with those docunents?

> O >

| am
Q Ckay. Did you review all of them before the
deposition today?
A Yes.
Q How nmuch tinme did you spend review ng thenf
A Probabl y about an hour.
Q Who gat hered these docunents?

M5. BRANCH: |1'’mgoing to object to the
extent that this calls for conversations between
attorney and client or attorney work product.

MR HLTON:. It does not. |'masking for
an identity of the person who collected the docunents.

M5. BRANCH  You can answer that, Jacqui.

A This specific group of docunents?
Q (BY MR HILTON) Yeah, Bates Nunber 1 through

805, the entire production
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These cane from ny counsel

But who col |l ected thent

> O >

Initially in this process?

Q Yeah, who at DCCC gat hered the docunents for
pr oducti on?

A Staff. And, | nean, | think several people
col |l ected docunents related to this production based
on -- based on the request and the search terns guided
by our counsel.

Q What were the search terns?

M5. BRANCH: (Objection, attorney-client
privil ege.

Q (BY MR HILTON) You can answer.

M5. BRANCH |I’minstructing you not to
answer that.
It’s clearly search terns that we worked

with them and communi cated with themto find the

docunents. If there’s specific docunents you want to
ask about, | think we can do that; but...
MR HLTON. | would |ike to know the

search ternms. WIIl you provide themto nme, Aria?

M5. BRANCH: We can talk off the record
about that.

MR HLTON: | would |ike an answer now

because | feel like I'mentitled to what the search
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terns are.

M5. BRANCH: | don’t have themin front
of nme, but we can discuss that. They are search termns
that were created based on the subpoena.

MR HLTON: | just want to know if
you' Il give ne the search terns |ater

M5. BRANCH: And |’ m happy to discuss
t hat .

Q (BY MR. HHLTON) I'msorry. | feel like
have to ask ny question again, Ms. Newman. What were
the search terns that were used?

M5. BRANCH And |I’mgoing to assert the
same objection and instruct the witness not to answer.

Q (BY MR H LTON) Are you going to abide by

that instruction?

A Yes, | am

Q Do you know what the search terns are?

A Not off the top of ny head.

Q Did you at one point know what they were?
A Yes.

Q Did you refer to sonething else and refresh

your nenory as to what the search terns are?

A | could refer to ny conversations with ny
counsel .
Q So you could give nme the search ternms if you
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were required to do so?

M5. BRANCH: They’'re privil eged.

MR HILTON: | understand that that’s
your assertion. | disagree with that assertion. And
|"mtrying to question the witness, and you cannot
answer for the wtness.

Q (BY MR HILTON) So, Ms. Newman, if you were
required to tell ne what the search terns are by a Court

or soneone el se, would you be able to do so?

A | believe | could.
Q Okay. Wio ran the search terns?
A A conbi nation of our staff and our IT
Di rector.
Q And you nentioned earlier as well that several

peopl e assisted in gathering the docunents. D d |
under stand your testinony correctly?
A Yes.
Q What are the names of each person who assi sted
in gathering these docunents?
A | don’t know that information. | would have
to check.
MR HLTON:. Aria, will you provide ne
t hat i nformation?
M5. BRANCH  Again, | think this calls

for privileged information and that these are
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di scussions that we, the attorneys, had with staff at
the DCCC to advise themon how to respond to the
subpoena.

MR. HLTON: |’mnot asking about the
di scussions. |I'masking for the identity of the
i ndi vidual s who ran the search terns and coll ected the
docunents. | believe your docunment production is
insufficient. |I’mentitled to understand what you did
to produce these docunents, and |'mentitled to this
which is not privileged. So |I’'mgoing to ask --

MS. BRANCH: | think we can have that
conversation. | don’t think that Jacqui knows; and I
also think that it infringes on the privilege, so.

Q (BY MR HLTON) Well, Ms. Newran, do you know
the identities of the individuals who ran these search
ternms?

A It’s a wide group, | think.

Q Okay. Do you know the identity of those
i ndividual s in that w de group?

A | have it sonewhere. | do not know right now.

Q But you could get nme that information if you
were required to do is?

A | believe so.

Q And you nentioned that several people hel ped

gat her the docunents. Wre you referring to just
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running the search ternms, or was there sonme other way in
whi ch docunents were gat hered?

M5. BRANCH: Again, | think this calls
for attorney-client privileged information in that it
goes to the comuni cations we had on how to fornul ate
t he search for docunents.

Q (BY MR HILTON) | am not asking about the
content of any communi cation that you or anyone at DCCC
had with your counsel, Ms. Newman. | want to be very
clear about that. But | would like to know the nethod
by which these docunents were gathered, and | want
clarity on your earlier testinony. Earlier you said
t hat several peopl e hel ped gather the docunents. Do
have that correct?

A Yes.

Q And you al so nentioned that there was a w de
group of people who ran search terns. Do | have that
correct?

A | believe so. Like | said, I would have to
check.

Q Ckay. And | want to know. |Is that the sane
group you were referring to, or are there two different
groups of individuals that you' re referring to in your
testi nony?

M5. BRANCH: Sane objection. | think
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asked and answered. She’s answered the questi on.

MR HILTON:. Wth respect, Aria, it has
not been answered. | want to understand who searched
for what and how, and I’'mentitled to that information.

Q (BY MR HILTON) So Ms. Newran, who -- was
t here anot her nethod of gathering docunents other than
runni ng search terns?

M5. BRANCH  Again, it’s privileged. |
nean, these -- what you' re asking -- | understand where
you' re comng from but what you' re asking is asking for
t he content of the conmmunications we had with themin
terms of howto conply with the subpoena.

MR. H LTON: Can you read back ny
guesti on?

M5. BRANCH: |I'mgoing to instruct the
W tness not to answer, and |’ m hopeful that we can maybe
nove on to anot her topic.

MR. H LTON: Can you read back the
guestion, Debbie, that | asked? 1'd |ike you to read
t he questi on.

THE REPORTER:  Yes.

(The requested material was read as
fol | ows:

"QUESTION: Okay. And | want to know

s that the sane group you were referring to, or are
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there two different groups of individuals that you are
referring to in your testinony?")

M5. BRANCH: (bj ection, vague.

You may answer if you are able to.

A | don’t really understand the question.

Q (BY MR HLTON) Well, I don't really
understand your testinony. You said earlier that there
was a group of -- that there were several people who
gat hered docunents, correct? That’'s what you first
sai d?

A Wll -- and | would like to clarify. W m ght
have asked several people. That does not nean several
peopl e had docunents to gather, and | do not know t hat
i nformation right now.

Q Al right. 1’mgoing to ask you one nore
time: \Who collected the docunents for DCCC?

M5. BRANCH:  (bjection, asked and
answer ed.

You can repeat the same answer.

MR HLTON:. | would appreciate it, Aria,
if you didn't instruct your wi tness how to answer ny
guestions. ay? That's a speaking objection. It’s
not permtted. You can state the basis of your
obj ection, and you can either instruct her to answer or

not .

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page %QO 4/ 28/ 2020

37
MS. BRANCH: | think |’ve done that now

MR. HILTON: Debbie, can you pl ease read
back ny question?

(The requested material was read as
fol | ows:

"QUESTION: I’mgoing to ask you one nore
time: Who collected the docunents for DCCC?")

A We woul d have requested docunents from a group
of staff and our IT Director.

Q (BY MR HLTON) What’'s the nanme of your IT
Director?

M5. BRANCH  (bj ecti on.

MR HLTON: Wat is the basis of your
obj ecti on?

M5. BRANCH: | think thisis -- we're
getting into attorney-client privileged discussions in
terms of preparing for the -- for this.

Q (BY MR HLTON) M. Newman, ny question is:
What is the name of DCCC's IT Director?
A Davi d W nston.

MR HLTON:. | just want to, again, nmake
clear on the record that | think this docunent
production is insufficient. W’'re going to reserve all
rights to pursue whatever renedies we think we need to.

I’ m aski ng questions that clearly are not
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calling for any privileged information, and you're
instructing the wtness not to answer. That’s inproper.
| believe |"'mentitled to the answers to these questions
t o understand whether this docunent collection effort
was sufficient. Cearly it was not.

Q (BY MR HLTON) M. Newman, | apol ogize.
|”ve gotten a little heated during this part of the
guestioning. | want you to understand | have no quarrel
wi th you whatsoever. |'mjust trying to get the
information that | need to represent ny clients. And so
l"mtrying --

M5. BRANCH  And |’ m happy -- sorry. |
didn’t mean to cut you off.

MR. H LTON: Go ahead.

M5. BRANCH Well, |I'’m happy to have, you
know, a further conversation about the docunent
production. | do think that several of the requests
i nfringe upon the First Amendnent privilege. W’ ve
produced docunents responsive to the requests to the
extent they’'re not privileged. And the client has
stated that they undertook efforts to respond to the
subpoena.

If you want to neet and confer, have a
separate conversation about that, we can off the record.

It’s probably not as fruitful to do with Ms. Newran,
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gi ven that she doesn’t have vision over the entire
process. And | do think that sonme of the questions,
when you’' re tal ki ng about search terns, do infringe upon
communi cations that we’ve had with our client.

MR HLTON: Sorry. Wll, if you can
find a case that says the search terns are going to be
privileged in this context, 1'd love to see it.

And | think Ms. Newran testified that she
could answer all these questions if you had properly
prepared her; and clearly, you didn't. So, anyway...

Q (BY MR H LTON) And, again, M. Newnan,
that’s no point against you. | just think your
counsel’s not done what they should have done with
respect to the docunent production, but we'll nove on.

M5. BRANCH: | think that she’ s prepared
for this deposition. She’'s prepared on the topics; and,
you know, we’ve produced her here to answer the
guestions on the topics. And we produced docunents
responsive to the extent that they were not privileged.

Q (BY MR HLTON) D d you review any ot her
docunents other than the ones that we’ ve already
di scussed today in preparation for your deposition
Ms. Newman?

A | don’t believe so.

Q Okay. You nentioned that you net with counse
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to prepare for this deposition, correct?
A Yes.
Q When?

M5. BRANCH: Just -- I'’mgoing to just
assert the objection.

This particular question is not
privileged; but | just want to be clear, Jacqui, that
you don’t have to disclose anything that we di scussed.
But you may answer the question.

MR. H LTON: Ms. Branch, again, please
refrain from speaki ng objections. You just spoke
wi t hout an objection, and that’s inproper.

Q (BY MR HILTON) M. Newran, when did you mneet
Wi th your attorneys?

M5. BRANCH: The objection, just for the
record, is attorney-client privilege.

But you nmay answer to the extent that
you’' re not disclosing our conmunications.

A | net with counsel regarding this deposition
yesterday and | ast week.

Q (BY MR HILTON) So on two occasions?

A Yes.

Q How | ong were those neetings, again, wthout
di scl osing the content?

A I think roughly about an hour each.
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Who was in attendance at those neetings?

My counsel, Aria and Rachel.

O > O

And yourself. Anyone el se?

A Yeah, nyself. W net wth another nenber of
nmy team too, Al ex Edel man.

Q That’ s the sane person who signed that

Declaration that's Exhibit 3?

A Yes.
Q Ckay.
MR HLTON:. Al right. 1'd like to take
a short break if that’s all right. | wll need about

five mnutes; but if y all want to take a | onger break,
that’s fine.

THE W TNESS: Can we have ten m nutes?

MR HI LTON: Sure.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Going off the record at
11: 02 a. m

(Of the record from11:02 to 11:14 a.m)

THE REPORTER: We’'re back on the record
at 11:14 a.m

MR. H LTON: And as we’ve done in the
ot her depositions, |I'’mfine waiving the additional read-
on every tine we go back on, as long as y'all are fine

with that.

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page ﬁ:eleO 4/ 28/ 2020

42
M5. BRANCH: |’ m good. Thank you.

Q (BY MR H LTON) M. Newman, |, again, just
wanted to, you know, apol ogize that you had to get
dragged into that discussion between counsel and |. |
hate to do that kind of stuff in depositions; sonetines
it happens. But just, you know, I’mgoing to try and
nove on and get through the substance of what | have to
ask you about kind of as painlessly as possible as |
can.

You know, | just want to, again, mnake
clear that I’mnot asking for you to reveal any
privileged information with any of ny questions. O
course, your counsel will instruct you or object, you
know, as necessary. But | just want to nmake that clear.
|’mnot intending to ask for privileged information.

So | want to turn back to the DCCC and
just tal king about the organization’s background and
activities and that kind of thing. And | can't renmenber
if |I asked you this or not before: Wen was the DCCC
first established?

A It was established over 150 years ago. |
think it's 1866.

Q Ww. And has its mi ssion changed over tinme?

A | don't believe so.

Q But el ecting Denocrats is the nanme of the gane
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since 18667

A | think that’s about right.

Q W talked a little bit earlier about the
rel ati onshi p between DCCC and the DNC, and | kind of
want to explore simlar issues in relation to an exhibit
that | just sent out in the Zoomchat. This is
something I found on the FEC s website. That’'s the
Federal Election Conm ssion. Are you famliar with the
FEC?

A Yes, | am

Q | would inagine that you woul d be.

(Exhi bit 6 discussed.)
Q (BY MR HLTON) Do you have Exhibit 6 in

front of you?

A Yes, | do.

Q And do you recogni ze Exhibit 67

A Yes, | do.

Q And what is it?

A This is a Statenent of Organization filed with
t he FEC.

Q And | guess before we dig into it, I'm

curious: Are you responsible for, you know, naking sure
that the FEC filings get done?
A | am not responsible for those.

Q Who has that responsibility?

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com



ALC4
Highlight


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page MQO 4/ 28/ 2020

44
A Qur Chief Financial Oficer.
Q And who is that?
A Jacki e Forte-Mackay.
Q Yeah, her nanme pops up on sone of this stuff,

| think. She’'s on this one.

Are you famliar with FEC filings for the

DCCC?
A Yes, | am
Q Do you review them before they get filed?
A | do not.
Q How are you familiar with them then?
A | have an awareness -- a top-line awareness of

our filings before they are filed; and if there s any
guestions or concerns, sonetines | ama part of those
conversati ons.

Q So just in the course of your job, you have
occasion to refer to themand work with then®

A Yes.

Q Did you review any FEC filings before the
deposi tion today?

A | reviewed sonme of our FEC filings that show
our work in Texas.

Q VWhich filings?

A | believe Aria shared these with you; but,

basically, the noney that we sent to the Texas
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Denocratic Party.

Q Wll, let’s skip ahead so | don’'t |ose the
thread of this. 1’mgoing to send out what |’ m marki ng
as Exhibit 8 to the deposition. This is an Excel
spreadsheet.

(Exhi bit 8 discussed.)

Q (BY MR HLTON) And this was, you know, ny
attenpt to export the data fromthe FEC |ink that your
counsel provided. So let me know once you have the
spreadsheet open.

A Ckay. | have this open.

Q | hesitate to ask: Do you recognize what you
are | ooking at here in Exhibit 87

A Yes, | do.

Q Ckay. And what is this?

A This appears to be a docunent show ng
transfers fromthe Denocratic -- or fromthe DCCC to the
Texas Denocratic Party, dating back to 2014.

Q Is this the FEC filings that you were
referring to when you said you revi ewed sone FEC
information prior to the deposition?

A Yes, this looks like it.

Q There’ s anot her version on the web page that
|ooks a little better. | prefer to use this version if

you can manage to work with it because this is the
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version that you get when you export the data fromthe
FEC, but if it just becones unworkable, we have that as
an option. And | can try to do a little screen share.
But, again, this is the data fromthe |ink that your
counsel provided to ne last night; and is that what it
appears to be to you as well?

A Yes.

Q kay. | think you already said that, but I
just wanted to nmake that clear.

Since we’'re here, | mght as well ask you
the questions | have on this docunent. Wat information
can | gl ean about what the purpose of these funds was
from Exhi bit 8?

M5. BRANCH:  (bj ection, vague.

You may answer the question.

A You can | earn how nuch noney we transferred to
t he Texas Denocratic Party and on what dates.

Q (BY MR HLTON) Can | learn what the funds

were for?
A No.
Q | can’t learn which activities they supported?
M5. BRANCH  (bj ecti on.
A No.

Q (BY MR HLTON) |Is there another docunent

that | could refer to that would allow ne to determ ne
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what these fund transfers were used for?

A No.

Q So no docunent exists that would allow ne to
determ ne what any of these fund transfers were used for
in the possession of DCCC?

A | nmean, our internal budgets and pl ans may
share information -- or have information related to
t hese transfers.

Q And were those docunents produced?

M5. BRANCH  (bjection. This is
attorney-client privilege, and you' re asking questions
that call for information protected by the First
Amendnent privil ege.

Q (BY MR HLTON) [I'mnot intending to call for
privileged information. | just want to understand if
t he docunments that you were just referring to,

Ms. Newman, were included in the production which I’ve
mar ked as Exhibit 4 to this deposition, Bates Nunber
DCCC 1 t hrough 805.

M5. BRANCH: And | think those docunents
were privileged. So whatever she’'s referring to, that
woul d be the reason why they were not produced.

MR HLTON. M. Branch, I'msorry. 1°'d
like to hear the answer fromthe w tness.

Q (BY MR HILTON) M. Newran, were those
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docunents that you were just referring to included in

Bat es Nunmber DCCC 1 through 8057

A |’ mnot sure.
Q Wl |, you have those docunents in front of
you. If you want to | ook through that and see if

they’re in there, you can do that.

A Oh, sorry. They are not in Exhibit 4.

Q kay. So those docunents that woul d show ne
what activities these funds were spent on, those have
not been produced?

A That’ s nmy under st andi ng.

Q Okay. And, again, | want you to be sure. You
have all the docunents that were produced in front of
you. So I would kind of like a definitive answer to
t hat .

M5. BRANCH  (bj ection, asked and
answer ed.

A | don’t believe that they are included in that
docunent. They are strategic information and docunents
related to our work.

Q (BY MR HLTON) GCkay. So they were not

pr oduced?

A Ri ght .

Q Al right. | think we are done with
Exhi bit 8.
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Can we turn back to Exhibit 6, which is

where | think this digression started? Do you still
have that in front of you, M. Newman?

A Yes, | do.

Q Had you seen Exhibit -- when was the last tine
you' ve seen Exhibit 6, or have you seen Exhibit 6
bef or e?

A Yes. It’s probably been several nonths since
| ve seen this.

Q Okay. So you didn't review it to prepare for
t he deposition?

A | did not.

Q And it has a list of what I’'ll refer to as
affiliated conm ttees/organi zati ons. And each of those
appear to have an affiliated relationship code that
describes themas a joint fundraising representative.
Do | have that about right?

A Yes.

Q And so can you explain to ne what an
affiliated relationship code is and what a joint
fundrai sing representative is?

A Again, | don't file these reports. So |I’m not
deeply famliar, but | believe an affiliated
relationship code is an FEC termto qualify the

relationship here. And a joint -- and these are all
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commttees that we have joint fundraising conmttees
wi t h.

Q Is that what joint fundraising representative
means? |t neans you do joint fundraising activities?

A Yes.

Q Whi ch of these listed groups relates to
activities in Texas?

A The Blue Texas Fund is related to Texas. It
i s possible the New Wave Wonen’s Fund -- | believe that
al so has a Texas connecti on.

Q Any ot hers?

A | believe that’'s it. There's also a chance
the Red to Blue Victory Fund may have a connection to
Texas, but I'’mnot aware of that at this tine.

Q kay. So sitting here today, you don’t know
for sure whether Red to Blue Victory Fund has a Texas
connection?

A Correct.

Q But Bl ue Texas Fund, | assunme, does. And New
Wave Wonen, you al so think has a Texas connection. Do |
have t hat about right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Let’s start with Blue Texas Fund. What
isit?

A This is a joint fundraising agreenment with
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canpai gns i n Texas.

Q Any canpaigns in particular?

A | believe the Fletcher canpaign in Texas 7 and
the Allred canpaign in Texas 32.

Q Any ot hers?

A | would need to confirm

Q Do you know if that information is reflected
in any of the docunents that were produced to us?

A Yes, | believe it is.

Q Al right. | think -- | think that we w ||
get there later. So | think we can | eave that for now.

But what activities does the Blue Texas

Fund engage in specifically?

A Fundr ai si ng.

Q And how i s that conducted?

A I"msorry. Could you repeat the question?

Q You said Blue Texas Fund, the only activity
you said was fundraising; is that right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. No other purpose for Blue Texas Fund?
Not hing el se that it does?

A Correct.

Q And so how does Blue Texas Fund go about its
fundrai sing activities?

M5. BRANCH: And |I’mjust going to object
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to the extent that this calls for a | egal conclusion
based on how joint fundraising works.

But you may answer to the extent that you
know.

A It’s nostly a direct nail fundraising
canpai gn.

Q (BY MR HILTON) So sending nmail solicitations
to people for donations?

A Yes.

Q And you said "nostly.” Are you aware of any
ot her fundraising activities that the Blue Texas Fund
engages in?

A No. | believe it’s direct mail.

Q And what’s DCCC s invol venent in those
activities?

A W help facilitate the direct mail, the copy,
getting it out.

Q | don’t think I understand what you nean by
facilitate and help getting it out. Can you describe
that a little nore specifically?

A Sure.

M5. BRANCH: |I’mgoing to object to the
extent that is calls for information privileged by the
First Amendnent.

You may answer at a high |evel.
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THE W TNESS: Sure.

A W -- we work with, you know, whoever else is
in the fund and work on the creative printing and direct
mai ling of the mail solicitations.

Q (BY MR H LTON) And when you say "work on,"
do you nean -- does that just nean you' re providing
funds; or do you al so provide actual, you know,

manpower, | abor?

A Act ual manpower.

Q I"msorry. Go ahead.

A. Ch, no.

Q And you said you worked with whoever else is
inthe fund. 1Is that the two canpaigns you referred to
earlier?

A Yes.

Q And t hen whoever else you can't recall, but

it’s in the docunents?

A Yes.

Q And the direct mail Blue Texas Fund engages
in, is that purely a solicitation for donations; or is
t here anything el se that these, you know, nailers are
trying to acconplish?

A It’s just for fundraising.

Q Okay. Does Bl ue Texas Fund engage in any

voter registration efforts?
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A No.

Q And how about New Wave Wnen, what is -- you
know, what is that?

A It’s very simlar to the Blue Texas Fund
except it is a joint fundraising agreenent highlighting
our frontline wonen candi dat es.

Q And who is that fundraising agreenent wth?

Is it also with canpaigns in Texas?

A Again, | would need to check on who that
agreenent is with. | believe it’s broader than Texas.
Q Understood. You did say that earlier. You're

right.
Do you know who the participants from

Texas in the New Wave Wonen group are?

A Again, | would need to check.
Q Is that in the docunent that was produced?
A If it is related to Texas, | think it would be

in the production.

Q l’"mgoing to pull up a docunent that | had
prepared to talk about with you, and I want to see if
this is going to show ne the information that we’'re ki nd
of circling around here. So I'’mgoing to send it out
again through the group chat. This is a portion of
Exhibit 4, which is the docunent production that was

given to us. This is a file |labeled DCCC 661. That’s

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page MQO 4/ 28/ 2020

55

t he begi nning Bates nunber. |It’s a two-page docunent.
Let me know when you have that in front of you

A Ckay. | have it open.

Q VWhat is this docunent?

A This is a release of our House Majority
Battlefield and the first twelve candi dates named to the
DCCC s Red to Bl ue program

Q Does this docunent show the participants in
t he Bl ue Texas Fund or New Wave Wnen?

A No, it does not.

Q Okay. Well, maybe let’s do this, because
woul d Ii ke to know who in Texas is involved with those
funds. 1'd like to understand the rel ati onshi ps that
DCCC has with affiliates who work in Texas. And so
maybe the next tine that we take a break woul d be an
appropriate tinme for you to | ook through Exhibit 4 and
find those docunents that you' re referring to.

A kay.

M5. BRANCH Yes, | think we did produce
i nformation on the Blue Texas Fund. So we can pull up

t hose docunents after the break for sure.

MR. H LTON: Yeah. Let’'s -- if that’'s
all right with y’all, let’s just do that on the next
break. 1’mgoing to nmake a note real quick to cone back

to that.
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Q (BY MR HILTON) And, Ms. Newman, if you

happen to, you know, as we’'re going through other

stuff -- if you happen to conme across these docunents as
we’ re going through stuff, you know, holler at ne; and
we can take care of it right then so we don’'t have to
come back to it.

A WI1l do.

Q | think that’s all | have for Exhibit 6.

|’mgoing to nove now to Exhibit 7.
(Exhi bit 7 discussed.)

Q (BY MR HILTON) [I’ve just sent it out via
Zoomchat. | gave this a file nane that | thought it
was, but | actually really don’t know what |’ m | ooki ng
at here. So please |et nme know once you have this in
front of you. And once you do, if you know, if you
could, tell me what is that we’'re | ooking at here.

A Sure. This appears to be the summary page for
an anended year-end report fromthe DCCC.

Q And are you famliar with these year-end

reports?
A Yes.
Q Did you review any year-end reports in

preparation for your deposition?
A. | did not.

Q What is your famliarity with these reports?
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Is it simlar to the first one we | ooked at where it
just cones up in the course of your work?

A Yes, it is.

Q And | don’t nean to speak for you, but any
ot her differences conpared to what we | ooked at before?
Anything else |I should know about your famliarity with
this report?

A No. | nean, we tal ked about it froma high
| evel ; but | do not review the reports.

Q Got it. And you said this is just a summary
page. Do you know what other information is included
with these forns, these reports?

A Yes. So this is the summary, the overview of
nostly cash on hand, total noney in, and total noney
out. And then on the FEC website itself, you would be
able to click through these filings and see all of the
recei pts and di sbursenents item zed. And at least with
t he di sbursenents, that also shows, |ike, the vendor and
a purpose.

Q So on page 1 of Exhibit 7, there are sone
links there. It says, "Sunmmary Page, Detail ed Summary
Page." And then describes Schedule A, B, and D filings.
Are those the attachnments to the schedul es that you're
referring to?

A. Yes.

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page %QO 4/ 28/ 2020

58
Q And | did not include those in Exhibit 7.

That’s not ny normal practice; but when | tried to
downl oad themall, it was sonmething |Iike al nost 50, 000
pages. So | don’t intend to go through 50,000 pages
with you today; but, you know, what I’m-- |’ m hoping
maybe you can tell me if | were to look at the item zed
di sbursenents in Schedule B, you nmentioned that it

i ncl uded the description of the purpose for the

di sbursenent. Did | hear you correctly?

A Yes.

Q And what -- can you give ne an exanpl e of what
that m ght | ook |ike?

A Yes. So for all the disbursenents, it usually
shows who the expense is disbursed to, what the vendor
nane is, the date of the disbursenent; and then there is
an amount related to that expense, as well as a
description for the expense itself.

Q Well, what kind of information will be
contained in the description field or maybe --

M5. BRANCH |I’mgoing to object on the
basis that this is all public, and the docunents speak
for thensel ves.

You may answer to the extent that you can
descri be this.

A Sure. | mean, it depends on the expense; but
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it’s usually a general descriptor. So if it's office
space, it mght say "rent."” If it’s, you know,
staples.com it would say "office supplies.”

Q (BY MR HLTON) But -- okay. That's hel pful.
That’s what | assuned that it was going to be, kind of a
high | evel of detail; and that’'s what it sounds |ike
you' re describing. It sounds like if | |look at those
Schedule B filings, it will not tell ne, you know,
"Funds spent in Bexar County related to voter
registration efforts in Precinct 3"? It won't be that
| evel of detail; is that right?

M5. BRANCH  (bjection, public
i nformati on. The docunent speaks for itself.

You nmay answer.

A Yes, | would agree with that.
Q (BY MR HLTON) Ckay. |1'd like to focus
on -- turn back to Exhibit 7. 1'd like to focus on

page 2 in the di sbursenents section.

A Yes.

Q What | was hoping you could do for ne is
explain to ne what each of these types of disbursenents
are. It sounds like, you know, dealing with these
filings and putting themtogether is not your primary
job duty. So, you know, to the extent that you can, if

you have an understandi ng of any of these categories,
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I’d i ke to know what your understanding is.

M5. BRANCH: And |I’mjust going to object
to the extent that this calls for a | egal conclusion
since sone of these are | egal terns.

Jacqui, you may answer.

MR. HLTON: And, again, | think it’s
going to go snmoother if you could just limt the
speaki ng objections. 1’d appreciate it.

A Yeah, |’ m happy to share ny non-expert opinion
on these. So each line itemthe FEC calls for rel ates
to a slightly different kind of expenditure. Line 21 is
our operating expenditures; 22 are transfers to
affiliated or other party comrttees. So, actually,
what you see in Colum A, the 45,360 nunber, that is
noney that we transferred to Texas at the end of the
year, to the Texas Denocratic Party. And any noney we
transfer to party commttees would show up on that |ine
item Twenty-three is contributions to federal
candi dates or other party -- or other political --

Q (BY MR HLTON) I'msorry. | had a question
for you on 22 there.

A Sur e.

Q I’m1looking at Colum A It’s 45,360. You
said that represented funds transferred to the Texas

Denocratic Party?
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A. Yes.

Q And how do you know that ?

A Wll, it’s -- usually, we don’'t transfer a |ot
of noney in the off year. And so |I’m aware that we had
transferred noney to Texas in Decenber, and | al so cane
across that again in preparation for that -- for this
deposi tion.

Q Okay. And so there are two colums here. One
of them says, "Colum A, This Period." And that’s where
the 45, 360 appears. There's also Colum B that says,
"Cal endar Year." And that nunber’s quite a bit higher,

885, 821.16. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q VWhat's the difference between those two
nunmber s?

A Columm B refers to anounts that were filed in

previous reports. So it's the total anmpunt that we
transferred that calendar -- in 2019. And we had
transferred the 45,360, | believe, in Decenber, which
was the report filing in question for this tine.

Q Oh, okay. So this is -- what |’ve given you
| think, is the second anended year-end report. |
guess -- tell ne if | have this correctly -- Columm B
woul d be the total of transfers to affiliated or other

party commttees that appear on all of the year-end
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reports then?

A Yes. It's the total we transferred to other
party committees in the year 2019.

Q kay. Okay. And you just happen to know t hat
this 45,6360 was the Texas Denocratic Party because of
the timng, and you just happen to know?

M5. BRANCH: bjection. This is all
publ i c.

A Yes. And in Exhibit 8 that you shared
earlier, you can see that transfer as well.

Q (BY MR HILTON) GCkay. Geat. That’'s
hel pful .

But | wouldn't be able to tell that from
the face of Exhibit 7?
A No.
M5. BRANCH  (bjection. Vague.

Q (BY MR HILTON) Let’s go down to -- all
right. Well, let’s -- sorry to interrupt you again
there; but that was hel pful to help me understand the
di fference between Columm A and Columm B here.

Can you -- | guess we were on Line 23
t hen; and maybe you coul d pick back up with, you know,
explaining to ne what these -- your categories of
di sbursenent are.

A. So Line 23 is contributions to federal
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candi dates or other political conmttees.

Twenty-four would show any di sbursenents
we nmade that are considered to be i ndependent
expendi t ures.

Q And what does that nean?

A An i ndependent expenditure is an expenditure
that’s made kind of w thout any coordination. So those
are expenses that would not be working directly with a

canpai gn or another party.

Q Could it be an expenditure related to a
canpai gn?
A Yes.

M5. BRANCH: (Objection to the extent
t hese questions call for |egal conclusions.

But, Jacqui, you may answer based on your
know edge.

Q (BY MR HLTON) Soif you -- this is a
hypot hetical exanple; | don’t know whether it’s
happened -- but if DCCC wanted to run ads in support of,
you know, Wendy Davis in her canpaign and didn’'t
coordinate with that canpaign prior to running the ads,
just kind of did it onits own, would that be an
i ndependent expendi ture?

M5. BRANCH  (bjection to the extent that

this calls for a I egal conclusion.
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But you may answer.

A In a very sinple view, yes. It’s a little bit
nore conplicated than that because it requires us to
nmeet certain standards to prove that we haven’'t
coordinated with the canpaign. W’re not using any
canpai gn i nformation.

Q (BY MR HILTON) Yeah, understood. When
| awyers are involved, it’s never going to be that
sinple. So | get that. But that’'s helpful to help ne
ki nd of understand what we’'re | ooking at.

Al'l right. So that was 24, independent
expendi tures. How about 257

A This is coordi nated expenditures made by a
party commttee, so that’'s al nost the opposite of an
i ndependent expenditure.

Q Sur e.

A Twenty-six is |oan repaynents made.
Twenty-seven is --

Q Is that 16 mllion on | oan repaynents nade?

A Yes.

Q And what was that paynent?

M5. BRANCH  (bjection to the extent that
this calls for information privileged by the First
Amendnent .

But if you can answer that w thout
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revealing strategic information, you may do so.

A As you can see in the publicly avail able
findings -- or filings, the DCCC took a line of credit
for $16 mllion.

Q From who?

A Bank of Aneri ca.

Q And what were those funds used for?

M5. BRANCH  (bj ection, sane one.
You can answer at a high |evel.
Qur expendi tures.
(BY MR HILTON) Which expenditures?
Just generally.

Can you give ne an exanpl e?

> O >» O >

Well, this |oan was taken in the 2018 cycl e,
so it was for expenditures that occurred in 2018.
Q So, |ike what?

M5. BRANCH: (Objection to the extent that
this calls for strategic information. | don’t know the
rel evance. 1s there a specific relation to this case on
t his question?

MR HLTON:. | would like to know an
exanpl e of what this noney was spent on in the 2018
canpai gn.

M5. BRANCH Okay. | think the fact that

they took out a loan is public, but | instruct the
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Wi tness not to answer specific information about what
the | oan was used for.

MR. H LTON: On what basis?

M5. BRANCH: The First Anendnent.

MR. HLTON: |’'mnot asking for any
strategic information.

M5. BRANCH: | think you can answer at a
hi gh | evel, Jacqui

| think she’s already done that, but...

Q (BY MR HLTON) | just want to know an
exanpl e of an expenditure that came fromthe $16 mllion
during the 2018 canpai gn.

A Yeah, we -- | definitely can’t point to, I|ike,
"This expense was paid for by this loan." 1It’s kind of
all of our activities and expenditures grouped together.

Q | don’t understand.

M5. BRANCH: Is there a question?

Q (BY MR HLTON) Can you please el aborate on
your answer because | don’t understand?

A I would just say the |oan generally applied to

our activities in the 2018 cycle.

Q So --

A There’s not a specific expense.

Q So it was a 16-mllion-dollar line of credit,
you sai d?
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A. Yes.

Q And ny understanding of how |ines of credit
work -- maybe this one is different -- is that you have
to make the decision to draw down on that |ine of

credit, correct?

A Yes.
Q It’s not |ike Bank of America just handed you
a check for $16 mllion; and it got thrown into a common

account, correct?

A Correct.
Q Okay. So can you give nme an exanple of when
the DCCC -- let’s do it this way: How about an exanple

froman expenditure that was nade in Texas fromthis
line of credit?
M5. BRANCH: Again, sane objection on the
First Amendnent.
But, Jacqui, you can tal k about the 2018
spending in Texas at a high |evel.
A Sure. Well, we, the DCCC, invested over
$6.7 mllion in Texas in the 2018 cycle. Again, | can't
poi nt to any expense that this loan went directly to
fund other than to say it allowed us to conplete all of
our activities in 2018.
Q (BY MR HLTON) Who would know how this |ine

of credit was used?
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M5. BRANCH: (bjection, First Anmendnent.

Do not answer is ny instruction.
Q (BY MR H LTON) Are you going to abide by

that instruction?

A Yes, | am

Q You nenti oned DCCC has a CFO?
A Yes.

Q What ' s that person’s nane?

M5. BRANCH: (bjection, First Anendnent.
This is -- sonme of this is public information, but |I’'m
just not sure what the purpose of this line of
guestioning is.
MR HLTON: M. Branch, please limt
your speaki ng obj ecti ons.
Q (BY MR HLTON) | would like to know the nane
of the CFO of the DCCC.
A Jacki e Forte-Mackay.
Q Wul d she know how thi s expendi ture was used,
how this line of credit was used?
M5. BRANCH  (bjection, First Amendnent.
Vague. |’'mgoing to instruct the witness not to answer.
Again, the strategic decisionmaking of the DCCC and use
of that loan is protected by the First Amendnent; and
the witness is not going to answer further questions on

t hat .
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So we can keep objecting and you can take
of fense to ny speaki ng objections, but |I’mgoing to put
that on the record and | want that to be clear. | also
want to nmake clear on the record that your tone earlier
with respect to ny objection and then cutting nme off has
been hostile. So | want that to be reflected.

But, again, I’mgoing to continue to nake
t hat objection; and we can kind of do that all day. |
don’t think it’s directly relevant to the DCCC s
standi ng, but we can proceed.

MR HLTON. Well, | disagree with your
characterization of ny tone; and | disagree that this
information is privileged.

Q (BY MR H LTON) M. Newman, are you going to
foll ow your counsel’s instructions not to answer?

A | am

Q Ckay.

MR. H LTON: And, Ms. Branch, again, |I'm
not of fended by your speaki ng objections; but they're
not perm ssible under the rules. And so I’'d just ask
you to limt them

M5. BRANCH |I'mtrying to limt them as
much as possible, and | understand. | don’'t want to
testify. Jacqui’s here to testify.

MR. H LTON: Thank you.
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Q (BY MR H LTON) How nuch noney did you say

was spent in Texas in the 2018 el ection cycle?

A Over 6.7 mllion.

Q Is that reflected on Exhibit 7?

A No. No, because Exhibit 7 is show ng our 2019
year-end report.

Q If we were to | ook at the sane formfor 2018,
t he year-end, you know, report, would that show t he
expendi tures in Texas?

M5. BRANCH: (bjection. Public.
But you can answer to the extent that you

know. It’s all published information.

A It would show all of the noney that we
transferred to State Party commttees and ot her
expendi tures nade at a general |evel.

Q (BY MR HLTON) Wuld I have to | ook at the
Schedule B to that 2018 year-end report to find the
di sbursenents related to Texas?

A Yes, and you woul d have to | ook at all of the
reports, probably.

Q Okay. Did you | ook at any of those reports in
preparation for your deposition?

A | did not.

Q And I'’mso sorry. This is like the fourth

time |’ve asked you: Wiat was that nunber, again, that
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was spent in the 2018 el ection cycle in Texas?
M5. BRANCH  (bj ection, asked and
answer ed.
You nmay answer.
A It was over 6.7 mllion.
Q (BY MR HLTON) And what was that noney used
for?
A It was used for persuasion and nobilization of
voters in support of our canpaigns in Texas.
Q Vot er persuasion and nobilization of
canpai gns?
M5. BRANCH:  (bjection, mscharacterizes
t he testinony.
You nmay answer.
Q (BY MR- HILTON) Voter persuasion and

mobi | i zati on of voters?

A Yes.

Q Is that what you sai d?

A Yes.

Q Is that what you said? | just didn't hear it.
A Yes.

Q Anything else that it was used for?

A I think that enconpasses a |lot of activities,

but . ..

Q Are there any other types of activities that
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t hat doesn’t enconpass?
M5. BRANCH:  (bj ection, vague.
You nmay answer.

A You know, again, | think everything is --
everything we do is to an end of nobilizing and
per suadi ng voters.

Q (BY MR HLTON) I'mgoing to ask you to pul
up Exhibit 1, which was sent out earlier. 1t’s the
Deposition Notice, and I'd like to turn to page 5 of the
Not i ce.

A Ckay.

Q And I’ m | ooking at Topic 4, section --
subsection (b). And starting with the year 2014, what
were the total funds spent on voter persuasion efforts
in Texas during the year 20147

A So | | ooked into our spending in the past
cycles and | can share with you what we’ve spent in
Texas, but this doesn’t necessarily align with how we
track or know our spendi ng.

Q How do you track your spendi ng?

A It’s nore general than this because, again,
we’ re kind of thinking of everything in terns of
everything is a voter persuasion effort or GOTV effort.

Q So the entirety of the 6.8 mllion, or

what ever the nunmber was that you spent in Texas in 2018,
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for exanple, that was all spent on voter persuasion and
Get Qut the Vote?

A Yes.

Q What about voter registration efforts, can you
break that out?

A For past cycles | cannot.

Q That relates to 2014 through 2019, | suppose?

A Through 2018. | can speak to our voter
registration efforts this cycle.

Q Wll, let’s leave this cycle aside for a
second; and let’s stick on the past ones then. So what
were the total funds spent on all activities in Texas in
t he year 20147

A It was just over $3.1 nmillion.

Q And that was all spent on voter persuasion and
Get-Qut-the-Vote efforts?

A Yes.

Q And you can’t tell nme what portion was spent
on voter registration efforts?

A Correct.

M5. BRANCH: (bjection. She’s asked and
answered. To the extent that these questions call for
strategic information, |’mgoing to object on the basis
of the First Anmendnent.

But you may answer at a high |evel.
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Q (BY MR HILTON) Are there any activities

ot her than voter persuasion, Get Qut the Vote, or voter
regi stration activities on which DCCC spent noney in
20147

I n Texas?

In Texas.

> O >

Not to ny know edge.
Q How about the year 2015, what was the tota
anount of funds spent on all activities in Texas?
M5. BRANCH: Sane objection.
But you may answer at a high |evel.
Fi rst Anendnent.
MR HLTON:. I'msorry. Wat’'s the
obj ecti on?
M5. BRANCH: First Anendnent.
You may answer at a high |evel.
| think the witness --
Q (BY MR HILTON) The question is the total
funds spent on all activities in Texas in the year 2015.
A So we -- and | apologize if | didn’t nention
this earlier. W look at all of our spending on a
cyclical basis. So the years 2015 and 2016 woul d be
grouped together. So | don’t know exactly how rmuch we
spent in 2015. | would actually guess it's little to

not hi ng, just because it’s the off year; and nost of our
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spending is in the on year. But | can tell you in 2016
t he DCCC spent just over $6 million in Texas.

Q And you did nention the two-year cycli cal
nature earlier, and nowit’'s starting to nake a little
nore sense. What kind of activities and expenditures do
occur in the off year?

M5. BRANCH: Objection to the extent it
calls for First Amendnent privileged information.
You may answer at a high |evel.

A It’s generally limted; but if coordinated
canpai gns are beginning to get set up, there m ght be
Coor di nat ed Canpai gn expenses we're transferring to the
Party. Voter registration may begin in an off year.
That is usually it. The bulk of our spending takes
place in the on year, usually, as we get closer in to
t he el ection.

Q (BY MR HLTON) Are you withhol di ng
information in your answer based on your instruction
from counsel ?

M5. BRANCH  (bj ecti on.

You nmay answer.

MR. H LTON: What’s the basis?

M5. BRANCH: Attorney-client privilege.
| mean, she answered on the record. You asked her

earlier.
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Q (BY MR HLTON) Let nme explain nmy guestion a

l[ittle nmore. Your counsel instructed you -- objected on
the basis of a First Amendnent privilege and stated that
you coul d answer to the extent it doesn't revea
privileged information and that you could answer at a
hi gh | evel

MR HLTON: |Is that a fair
characterization of your objection, Ms. Branch?

M5. BRANCH It is.

Q (BY MR HLTON) GCkay. You heard that
obj ection, Ms. Newman?

A | did.

Q And did your answer change on the basis of
t hat objection?

A It did not.

Q So you woul d have given ne the sanme answer
regardl ess of whet her your counsel objected?

A Yes.

Q kay. That’s all I'’masking. | just want to
know if there actually is sonmething being wthheld when
your counsel mnekes these objections, or not. So that'’s
all I was trying to ask. Thank you for clarifying that.

Al'l right. So let's go back to the
guestions fromthe topics, and we're dealing with this

is in the two-year cycles; that’'s how y all account for
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it. And so in the 2016 el ection cycle, you spent just
over 6 mllion on all activities in Texas. Do |
remenber that correctly?

A Yes, that’s correct.

Q What was the total anmpunt spent on voter
persuasion efforts in that election cycle?

A Simlar to what | said before. 1t is all kind
of part of the same bucket of voter persuasion/ GOTV
efforts.

Q And how much was spent on voter registration

efforts?
A | can’t speak to that.
Q I s that because you don’t know?
A Yes.

Q And that’s because DCCC doesn’t track that
i nformation?

A Yes, it has not been tracked like this in the
past .

Q Are there any other, you know, broad
categories or buckets of activities other than voter
persuasi on, CGet Qut the Vote, and voter registration
efforts on which DCCC spent noney in the 2016 el ection
cycl e?

A Spent noney in general or spent noney in

Texas?
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Q |’"msorry. |In Texas.

A No, it’s just this.

Q kay. How about the 2018 el ection cycle? So
| understand that to nean fromthe -- you know, the
presidential election in 2016 to the presidential
election inor -- I'"'msorry -- for the federal election,
t he congressional election in 2016, to the congressiona
el ection in 2018. That’'s how |’ mthinking of the
two-year cycle. Is that how y’ all neasure it as well?

A Yeah, nore or less. | nean, we kind of
started at January 1st.

Q kay. So it would be -- it’s really the
cal endar years 2017 and 2018?

A Yeah.

Q kay. So for that period, 2017 to 2018, or
the 2018 el ection cycle, what was the total anount spent
on all activities in Texas?

A It was over $6.7 mllion.

Q And how much of that was spent on voter
persuasi on efforts?

A Again, it’s -- that 6.7 covers all of our
vot er persuasion and GOTV efforts in the 2018 cycle.

Q And how much of that just over 6.7 mllion, |
think you said, was spent on voter registration efforts?

A | don’t know.
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current election cycle?

A So, so far this cycle, we’ve spent -- and you
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can see this in -- 1 think, it’s Exhibit 8, our
transfers to the Texas Denocratic Party. W’ ve
transferred over $145,000 to the Texas Denocratic Party.
The DCCC has spent directly in Texas over $1.1 mllion,
and | believe over $550,000 of that is directly related
to voter registration in Texas.

Q $550, 000 of what has been spent so far is
related to voter registration?

A Yes.

Q And how do you know that ?

A Because we have been working with the Texas
Denocratic Party on voter registration, and we have --
directly, the DCCC has engaged in voter registration on
the ground. And | believe there -- | believe we have
produced docunents showi ng that comm tnent, but...

Q So | guess ny question is: |In previous
el ection cycles, DCCC can’t separate out exactly what
was spent on voter registration; but for the current
el ection cycle, you can. And I'’mtrying to understand
why that’s the case.

A Sure. Well, | nean, one, | think there is a
| arge voter registration effort in Texas right now in
particular; and so it’'s easy for us to identify that.
You know, as | nentioned earlier, we have a | ot of

turnover each cycle; and so a |ot of the people behind
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spendi ng deci sions from past cycles aren’'t here to speak
to how we spent noney in the past. And, you know, |’ve
directly been involved with sonme of these transactions
and expenses, so | can speak to them

Q And how are you able to get such a precise
nunber for this year’s expenditures on voter
registration efforts?

A On the voter registration efforts?

Q Yes.

A Wl |, the 145K that we have transferred to the
Texas Denocratic Party to date, that has all been to the
Coor di nat ed Canpai gn to support voter registration and
then what we -- what | know we have spent on voter
regi stration.

Q Do you nake any other transfers to any
ot her -- does DCCC nake any other transfers to any other
groups for voter registration activities?

A To other state parties?

Q Any ot her groups in Texas. |'msorry. And
"’ mdoing a poor job of clarifying that, so | appreciate
you noting that. I’mtrying to ask about activities in
Texas.

A To nmy know edge, we have transferred the noney
to the Texas Denocratic Party’s Coordi nated Canpai gn for

voter registration and, again, we have engaged a vendor
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ourselves to do voter registration efforts on the ground
i n Texas.

Q | think that was nentioned in your coll eague’s
Decl aration, the vendor, if | renmenber that correctly.
That’ s Exhibit 3.

A Yes.

Q And it looks like that’'s Paragraph 7 of the
Decl aration in Exhibit 37?

A Yes.

Q Agreenent for nearly $400,000 for a consultant
to provide voter registration services in Texas
Congressional District 23. That’s what you' re referring
to?

A Yes.

Q And so what services is that consultant going
to provide?

MS. BRANCH: (Objection to the extent that
this calls for strategic party informtion.
You may answer at a high |evel.

A They hel p us go through our process of
training staff on the ground to try to learn howto
regi ster people to vote in Texas.

Q (BY MR HILTON) And what does that training
| ook Iike?

A | amnot very famliar on the details, but I

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com



ALC4
Highlight


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page %ebl(}o 4/ 28/ 2020

83

know that all -- anyone who is registering voters in
Texas needs to be trained and deputized in order to do
So.

Q And who are the staff that you are training,
i ke staff of whon?

A So it depends, | think. You know, we hired a
consul tant who ran sone of these efforts that’'s |aid out
in Exhibit 3. In that case the consultant has enpl oyees
who are helping this effort in Texas.

W have -- with the noney that we have
sent to the Texas Denocratic Party, | believe at | east
two peopl e have been hired with the express purpose of
assisting voter registration efforts.

And then we al so have staff on the ground
who work directly for the DCCC whose roles involve a |ot
of community engagenent and help wth voter
regi stration.

Q Do you know what -- so community engagenent
and voter registration, are those two different things?

A I think so. | think nmaybe community
engagenent is an overarchi ng bucket that could involve
voter registration

Q What are the other types of buckets of
activities that your direct staff in Texas are engagi ng

in this cycle?
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A They’ re organi zing events. They are neeting
Wi th our constituents in the districts. They are
foll owi ng events of our challengers, as well, and
reporting back to the team on what’s happening on the
ground i n Texas.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A | think that’s the bulk of it.

Q Do you know what percentage of their tinme is
devoted to voter registration efforts?

A | don't.

Q Does anyone at DCCC?

A | think our field teamwould. | also think it
probably shifts throughout the cycle. You know, early
on, when there is tine to register voters, that is a
bi gger focus. | also think that we would be doing a | ot
of voter registration right nowif we were not in the
current situation we are in, speaking fromour hones.

Q Yeah. Yeah, | can only inmagine how nmuch that
has kind of thrown a wench in everything. And so,
yeah.

Vell, let me ask you this: Turning back
to Exhibit 3, Paragraph 6, the |last sentence of that,
t he second sentence of that paragraph, it says, "DCCC
uses voter registration not only to expand the pool of

i ndi vidual s who are eligible to vote for Denobcratic
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candi dates but also to have inportant conversations with
peopl e about the inportance of voting and inportant
causes to the Denocratic Party." Did |l read that
correctly?

A Yes.

Q Can you explain what is neant by this?

A Sure. | think in the process of registering
people to vote, people who are not currently registered
or participating in the voting process, it allows you to
start a dial ogue about why it’s inportant for people to
regi ster and to show up and nmake a plan about voting on
El ection Day, which is what getting out the vote is all
about .

Q And how about inportant causes to the
Denocratic Party? How does that piece of it play into
t hese voter registration efforts?

A | think that usually the inportant causes tie
back to what sonebody’s notivation m ght be to vote.

Q How do all of these purposes get acconplished
when you’' re engaging in efforts to register voters?

A I"msorry. Could you clarify the question?

Q Well, it seens to ne there’s a few different
purposes to DCCC s voter registration efforts, as
expl ained in Paragraph 6 of Exhibit 3. And as you're

explaining to me now, it’s to expand the pool of
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Okay. That is helpful. Thank you for

clarifying that.

86
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Is there -- sorry. | have a few
foll owup questions on this, so | was trying to organi ze
ny thoughts. How does DCCC track the success of these
ki nds of voter registration efforts?

M5. BRANCH (bject to the extent this
calls for strategic information.

But you may answer at a high |evel.

A We certainly want to know how nmany voters
we’ ve regi stered.

Q (BY MR HLTON) So nunber of voters who get
regi stered, howis that tracked?

A | amnot famliar with the specifics, but
usual ly the people who are tasked with registering
voters report back the top-line nunbers.

Q The top-line nunber being the total nunber of
peopl e who are regi stered?

A Yes.

Q Is that tracked for the whole cycle or by
activity or by location? Wat are sone of the ways in
whi ch that’s broken down?

A Yeah --

M5. BRANCH: Again, I’mgoing to assert
t he same objection on First Anendnent grounds.
You can answer at a high |evel.

A | think it depends based on who's in charge of
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the program but it could be any of those things. It

coul d be just nunber of people or by the specific
activity, like, "This is how nmany peopl e got registered
today at this event” or in a place.

Q (BY MR HILTON) Are there any other ways in
which it’s tracked?

Not that | can think of.

A.
Q

° B

(BY MR HILTON) Has DCCC had a netric like

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com



ALC4
Highlight


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page MQO 4/ 28/ 2020

89
that at any tine fromthe begi nning of 2014 to the

present ?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q How does t he DCCC deci de which voters to
target?

MS. BRANCH: (Obj ection, First Anmendnent
privil ege.

You can answer at a high level to the
extent you can. W can’'t disclose targeting and
strategic information.

A There are ways that we’'re able to identify
voters who are likely to support Denobcratic candi dates
or vote for Denocrats.

Q (BY MR HLTON) So that’'s the target group,
is fol ks you expect to vote Denocratic?

A Yes.

Q How does DCCC deci de which types of voter
registration efforts to pursue?

M5. BRANCH: Again, sane objection.

You can answer at a high |evel.

And that’'s to First Amnendnent, to
clarify.

A | think it’s probably a variety of factors
based on where our targeted races are as far as priority

districts for the DCCC and where we are able to make an
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effort and a successful activity out of registering
vot ers.

Q (BY MR HILTON) Does DCCC adjust its
activities based on a success rate?

A Yeah. | want to be clear that I don’t know if
there’s necessarily, |like, a success rate or a

definition; but, you know, we certainly aren’t going to

engage in efforts where -- in voter registration efforts
where it’s not possible because of, |ike, geographic or
| ogi stics.

Q Who nakes those kinds of decisions?

M5. BRANCH:  (bjection, First Anmendnent
privilege. |I'mgoing to instruct the witness not to
answer that.

MR HLTON:. And so to be clear, ny
guestion is: W at the DCCC deci des whet her to adj ust
voter registration activities and how they do that. And

you' re instructing the witness not to answer?

M5. BRANCH | nean, | think that you
have that information. |[If you want to pursue a high-
| evel line of questioning, |’mokay with that; but nmy --

what | think we’'re doing is going into the strategy of
how the D-Trip targets voters for voter registration.
And that is protected by the First Amendnent.

So, Jacqui, if you want to answer that
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guestion, that’'s fine.
And nmaybe we can have the court reporter
read that back; but beyond that, |I’mgoing to object.
MR HILTON: 1'Il restate ny question.
Q (BY MR HLTON) Wio at DCCC adj usts which
voter registration efforts that the group is going to
engage i n?
A | think that a lot of that responsibility
falls on the National Field Director.
Q And how are those deci sions nade?
M5. BRANCH (bjection. 1'mgoing to
instruct the witness not to answer.

s now nmaybe a good tinme to break for

unch? | don’t nmean to interrupt.
MR HLTON. Well, I think nowis a good
time to take a break. | need, like, ten mnutes; but if

y'all want to take longer, that’s fine, whatever y’ al
want to do.

MS5. BRANCH: Can we do -- well, can | ask
you how |l ong you may have after lunch, if you have a
rough esti nate?

MR HLTON: | don’'t know. | need the
ten mnutes to figure out what |I’mgoing to do next.

M5. BRANCH  Okay. Well, I think we

need -- Jacqui, is 30, 45 mnutes good for a you?

91
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THE W TNESS: Yeah, 30 m nutes shoul d be

fine for ne.

M5. BRANCH (Okay. That will be 1:50.

MR HILTON:. Al right. W can go off
t he record.

THE REPORTER: Going off the record at
12:29 p. m

(OFf the record from12:30 to 1:05 p.m)

THE REPORTER W' re back on the record
at 1: 05 p.m

Q (BY MR HLTON) Al right. M. Newman,

before we broke we were tal king about voter registration
activities and expenditures. And we, | think, had
covered nost of what | wanted to cover; but | just have
a few -- couple of things to make sure I’mtying up all
that that I want to discuss with you today.

So for the 2018 cycle, which is the cycle
where DCCC has sone nore insight into specific
expendi tures on voter registration, | just want to nmake
sure that | have everything that you' ve told ne so far
correct. You ve given noney to -- DCCC has given noney
to the Texas Denocratic Party that’s earmarked for voter
regi stration. DCCC has hired a vendor to help with
voter registration efforts, which we discussed earlier

in connection with the Declaration, which | think is
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Exhibit 3. |Is there -- has anything el se been spent

that’s been earmarked for voter registration efforts for
the 2018 el ection?

A Sorry. To be clear, | think -- | think the
noney we are tal king about right nowis for the current
cycle, the 2020 cycle.

Q Sorry. Yes, | msspoke. For the current
cycle, the 2020 cycle. So the TDP noney that is
earmarked and then the vendor for the 2020 cycle. |Is

there anything else at this tine?

A Specifically on voter registration at this
time, | don’t believe there is nore noney | can
identify. | mean, | think | nmentioned earlier we’ve
spent up to -- or alittle bit over 1.1 mllion in Texas

al one; and that includes our offices and our staff on
the ground. And, of course, you know, our staff is
engaging in this, you know, community engagenent; and
they are out talking to voters and possibly registering
voters as part of their daily activities. And that is,
you know, like, wapped up in their salary. [It’s not
necessarily identified in the other noney | identified
for voter registration

And | -- you know, | would say that we
are still several nonths out fromthe el ection; and we

will continue to make spendi ng deci sions as things
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devel op and get closer and that some of the difficulties
we face just around, you know, confusion that Texas
voters m ght have around changi ng their address or
renewi ng their information online and not being able to
simul taneously register to vote will inevitably |ead us
to have to spend nore noney on voter registration and
nore time naking sure we are educating voters, that they
know t hat they m ght not have been registered to vote or
had their address updated if they changed any
i nformation online through the DPS website.
Q (1 naudi bl e.)

THE REPORTER |I'msorry. Sonething' s
happened to your audi 0.

MR. H LTON: (Inaudible.) Better?

THE REPORTER: Not really.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER:  Sonet hi ng has gone
wong with your audio.

MR. H LTON: (I naudible.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: It’s a bandw dth
i ssue. Yeah, it sounds |ike you re having bandw dth
i ssues. The audio seens to be cutting out, Chris.

MR. HLTON: Yeah, | don’t know. Nothing
has changed on ny end (echoi ng audio.)

THE VI DEOCRAPHER: W had the sane

problemthe other day with M. Ceise. Are you using a
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headset ?

MR HLTON: | amnot (echoing audio.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: So you’'re just using
your | aptop audi 0?

MR HILTON: Yes, sir. Should I drop off
and reconnect (echoing audio)?

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Let’s try that, yeah,
just kind of an if you restarted your conputer type of
situation. Just log out and then |l og back in and see if
t hat doesn’t correct the issue.

THE REPORTER: |1’m going to take us off
the record at 1:10 p. m

(Of the record from1:10 to 1:12 p.m)

THE REPORTER: W are back on the record
at 1:12 p.m

Q (BY MR H LTON) M. Newran, how much nore
time and noney will you have to spend?

A | think it’s hard to say at this point as,
again, we’'re several nonths out fromthe election. |
al so think, you know, the current COVID-19 crisis we're
in may have an outside inpact on this because fewer
people will be able to go into DPS in person and change
their information and update their voter registration.

Sol think it’s too far out to put a

nunber on it; but given that we’ve already invested, you
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know, over a half a mllion dollars to date, you know, |
do not think that it is a small -- small investnent.

Q How nmuch nore do you plan to spend on voter
registration efforts in Texas?

M5. BRANCH: (Objection to the extent that
this calls for strategic information.
If you know, you can answer.

A | -- you know, again, | don’'t know if that has
been decided yet. | think it will depend as things
shape up with the current environnent; and as we get
closer to the election, those expenditures are usually
deci ded.

Q (BY MR HLTON) How much noney did DCCC spend
on voter registration efforts in Texas for this election
cycle prior to January 21st, 20207

A At | east 40, $45,000. $45,630.

Q That was the transfer to TDP that we | ooked at
earlier on one of the exhibits?

A Yes. And, you know, | would ad that we’ ve had
our staff on the ground in Texas in 2019. So they were
begi nning to engage in these activities.

Q And | appreciate you nentioning that when
was trying to get nmy arns around all the voter
registration activities for the staff. And we talked

about earlier you couldn't really break down what
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percentage of their duties were related to voter
registration. Am| renenbering that correctly?

A Yes, that’s correct.

Q Okay. Are there any other activities for
this -- or expenditures of funds for the 2020 el ection
cycle that we haven’t touched on yet?

M5. BRANCH: (Objection, vague. |s that
related to voter registration or just expenditures
general | y?

MR HLTON:. I'msorry. | thought | said
voter registration

A No, | think we’ve basically covered it.

Q (BY MR HILTON) How nmuch of that noney has
gone to try to register voters who change their address
or renew their driver’s license online with DPS?

A | don't know if there’'s a specific dollar
anount associated with that. | think that’s just part
of our ongoing voter education effort to nmake sure when
we're talking to voters, "Are you registered to vote?"
Maki ng sure they are aware that if they ve noved
recently, depending on how they conducted that
transaction online, that if it was online versus in
person, that their information is treated differently
than going in person to change that and that they m ght

not, in fact, be registered to vote at their current

97

Integrity Legal Support Sol utions
WWW. i ntegrity-texas.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 5:20-cv-00046-OLG Document 85 Filed 06/15/20 Page %%eleO 4/ 28/ 2020

98

addr ess.

Q Does DCCC keep track of the nunmber of people
who it tal ks to who change their address or renew their
driver’s license online wth DPS?

MS. BRANCH: (Objection to the extent that
this calls for strategic information.
But you nmay answer.

A Not that |’ m aware of.

Q (BY MR H LTON) Do you have any -- does DCCC
have any training materials that reflect those kinds of
conversations that you were just referring to?

M5. BRANCH  (bjection, vague, First
Amendnent privil ege.

A Not that |I'’maware of. | think, you know, the
information required is part of the reason why we engage
a consultant on the ground to run sone of this. You
know, it’s difficult to register voters in Texas; and it
requires a high level of expertise. | think a |lot of
these activities also go through the Texas Denocratic
Party for these reasons.

Q (BY MR HLTON) GCkay. So |eaving aside what
t he Texas Denocratic Party m ght have, DCCC doesn’t have
any training materials reflecting how to have these
conversations beyond what a vendor m ght have?

M5. BRANCH: Objection. | think that’s
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been asked and answered. | also think that it calls for
internal materials in the content of what’'s reflected in
those. So I'mgoing to instruct the witness not to
answer that question.

Q (BY MR HLTON) So ny question is: Does DCCC
have any materials that reflect training with respect to
how t o have these kinds of conversations for voter
registration efforts?

A | don’t believe we have any public nmaterials.

Q Do you have any non-public material s?

M5. BRANCH: Again, | maintain the
objection and instruct the witness not to answer.

MR HILTON: Ckay. So you won't allow
the witness to answer as to the existence of such
mat eri al s?

M5. BRANCH:  She’s already answered the
guesti on.

Q (BY MR HLTON) Do such materials exist,

Ms. Newran?

A |’ mnot going to answer.

Q And is that at counsel’s instruction?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And no such materials were produced to

us?

A. Correct.
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