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Arnold P. Peter (SBN: 120091) 
 apeter@peterlawgroup.com  

Eyal Farahan (SBN: 314849) 
 efarahan@peterlawgroup.com  
PETER LAW GROUP 
270 Coral Circle 
El Segundo, CA  90245 
T: (310) 432-0500 
F: (310) 432-0599 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs JACQUELINE CARREON, GENEVA CARTER, RACQUEL 
CHANELO, MELISSA GLAUDE, KAREN LANG, ANGELA POWELL, KAREN 
BAGUBE, LIA MCKEOWN and NINA ORTEZ, individuals, on behalf of themselves 
and all others similarly situated 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

JACQUELINE CARREON, GENEVA 
CARTER, RACQUEL CHANELO, MELISSA 
GLAUDE, KAREN LANG, and ANGELA 
POWELL, individuals, on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION, 
a division of the State of California, and 
DOES 1 through 100, 

Defendant. 

Case Nos. 19STCV09935 
                  20STCV10154 

   
 
APPENDIX IN SUPPORT OF OF 
CARREON/BAGUBE 
PLAINTIFFS’ APPLICATION 
FOR PRELIMINARY 
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT 
 

 
Time: May 22, 2024 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Dept.: 6 
Judge: The Hon. Elihu M. Berle 

 
KAREN BAGUBE, an individual, 

 
Plaintiff, 

v. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION, 
a division of the State of California, and 
DOES 1 through 100, 

 

Defendant. 
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TO THE COURT, TO ALL PARTIES AND TO THEIR COUNSEL OF RECORD: 

Attached hereto are the following Exhibits in support of the Application of 

Carreon/Bagube Plaintiffs In Support of Preliminary Approval of Settlement 

Agreement: 

EXHIBIT A:  FULLY EXECUTED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

EXHIBIT B:  DECLARATION OF ARNOLD P. PETER 

EXHIBIT C:  DECLARATION OF BRIANNE GLASSPIEGEL 

EXHIBIT D:  DECLARATION OF JACOB KAMENIR 

EXHIBIT E:  DECLARATION OF JUDGE RONALD S. SABRAW (RETD.) 

EXHIBIT F:  MEMBER'S CHALLENGE FORM 

EXHIBIT G:  OBJECTION TO SETTLEMENT 

EXHIBIT H:  REQUEST FOR EXCLUSION 

EXHIBIT I:  STATEMENT OF HEARING AND DEPOSITIONS ATTENDED 

BY CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
 

 
 

Dated:  March 26, 2024 
 

PETER LAW GROUP 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
ARNOLD P. PETER 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs KAREN 
BAGUBE, JACQUELINE CARREON, 
GENEVA CARTER, RACQUEL 
CHANELO, MELISSA GLAUDE, 
KAREN LANG, LIA MCKEOWN, 
ANGELA POWELL and NINA 
ORTEZ, individuals, on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly 
situated  
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EXHIBIT B:  DECLARATION OF 
ARNOLD P. PETER 
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Arnold P. Peter (SBN: 120091) 
 apeter@peterlawgroup.com  

Eyal Farahan (SBN: 314849) 
 efarahan@peterlawgroup.com  
PETER LAW GROUP 
270 Coral Circle 
El Segundo, CA  90245 
T: (310) 432-0500 
F: (310) 432-0599 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs JACQUELINE CARREON, GENEVA CARTER, RACQUEL 
CHANELO, MELISSA GLAUDE, KAREN LANG, ANGELA POWELL, KAREN 
BAGUBE, LIA MCKEOWN and NINA ORTEZ, individuals, on behalf of themselves 
and all others similarly situated 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

JACQUELINE CARREON, GENEVA 
CARTER, RACQUEL CHANELO, MELISSA 
GLAUDE, KAREN LANG, and ANGELA 
POWELL, individuals, on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION, 
a division of the State of California, and 
DOES 1 through 100, 

Defendant. 

Case Nos. 19STCV09935 
                  20STCV10154 

   
 
DECLARATION OF ARNOLD P. 
PETER IN SUPPORT OF 
CARREON/BAGUBE 
PLAINTIFFS’ APPLICATION 
FOR PRELIMINARY 
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT 
 

 
Time: May 22, 2024 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Dept.: 6 
Judge: The Hon. Elihu M. Berle 

 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 
 

    

DECLARATION OF ARNOLD P. PETER IN SUPPORT OF CARREON/BAGUBE PLAINTIFFS’ 
APPLICATION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 
 

KAREN BAGUBE, an individual, 
 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION, 
a division of the State of California, and 
DOES 1 through 100, 

 

Defendant. 

 

 
  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 
 

    

DECLARATION OF ARNOLD P. PETER IN SUPPORT OF CARREON/BAGUBE PLAINTIFFS’ 
APPLICATION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 
 

I, ARNOLD P. PETER, DECLARE: 
 

1. I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein and if called upon to 

testify thereto, I could and would do so competently.  I am a member in good 

standing of the State Bar of California and counsel of record for Plaintiffs in 

the Carreon and Bagube lawsuit.  I was appointed by this Court as Class 

Counsel for the certified class in Carreon. 

2. The Carreon Lawsuit class members were sent notices and the opportunity to 

give notice they wanted to opt out of the lawsuit, through the court-approved 

class administrator, including in February 2021 and June 2023.  

3. Defendant California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (“CDCR”) 

has taken the depositions of each of the nine Plaintiffs, including multiple 

sessions for some Plaintiffs.  The Plaintiffs have taken the depositions of 

several current and former CDCR officials and employees relating to CDCR 

pregnancy-related policy and practices, including Return-to-Work Office and 

reasonable accommodation (“RA”) process managers Chief Lori Mahannah 

and Section Chief Brianne Glasspiegel, and including Chief Robert Calderon, 

Deputy Director Katherine Minnich, and former Return-to-Work Coordinator 

Rachel Young. The scope of this deposition discovery has included extensive 

“person-most-qualified” testimony on CDCR’s Prior Policy and practices 

relating to the provision of reasonable accommodations and light duty for 

pregnant employees.  The Parties have exchanged extensive written 

discovery, including thousands of pages of records, pregnancy accommodation 

files, and CDCR’s practices and procedures, encompassing discovery relevant 

to the Plaintiffs and class claims and the CDCR’s operative Prior Policy.   

4. I have conducted significant interviews and analysis of class members and 

their claims and prepared the Plaintiffs for multiple depositions and 
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mediation sessions.  I prepared a detailed questionnaire in anticipation of 

trial to which over 120 members of the Carreon Class responded and in which 

they provided information about their pregnancies, requests for 

accommodation and medical restrictions.  This process revealed significant 

variation in Carreon Class members’ experiences, indicating CDCR’s prior 

Prior Policy at issue in this case was the one key uniformity experienced by all 

pregnant employees class members. Otherwise, from job duties to pregnancy 

limitations, the accommodation experiences create complexities that would 

make proving individual class member damages very difficult and time 

consuming.   

5. The Carreon and Bagube Plaintiffs and CDCR have attempted to settle their 

disputes through four (4) private mediations with two retired judges, before 

they were successful.  In the course of the four mediations, the Carreon and 

Bagube Plaintiffs and CDCR exchanged a significant amount of factual and 

documentary information.  This included financial damage calculations by the 

Plaintiffs’ retained expert.   

6. Ultimately, retired Judge Ronald Sabraw was able to broker a fair resolution 

in the proposed Settlement.  The Settlement provides that each of these 

individuals, as well as other employees that CDCR has identified as having 

pregnancies when the Prior Policy was in effect will get a personalized Notice 

of Settlement explaining how they will benefit from the Settlement.  (See 

Settlement at section 25.)  The Civil Rights Department (“CRD”) was involved 

in the last two of these four mediations. But whereas, on December 21, 2023, 

the Carreon and Bagube Lawsuits were resolved by a preliminary Settlement, 

the CRD lawsuit was not. 

7. Simpluris has estimated that the costs associated with sending Notice to 

additional potential Settlement Class Members will be about $2.00 per 
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person/Notice above the initial 5,000.  Because current CDCR estimates are 

for as many as 23,500 additional female employees from the Way-Back Period 

who may be potential Class Members who should receive Notice, this could 

add $47,000 to the cost of Administration.  Thus, current Administrator’s 

costs estimates should be around $100,000 or so, in total (initial $37,000 plus 

$47,000, plus additional administration associated with updating the 

Settlement Class lists and sending out additional payments resulting from 

those potential members who actually come forward after receiving the 

Notice). 

8. Upon receipt of the Gross Settlement Amount, Simpluris will run a 

Competitive process with its banking partners to determine the best available 

account interest rate.  Currently, the rates fluctuate between 1.3 to 3.5 

percent depending on numerous factors including fund size and the length of 

hold time.  Simpluris has years of experience administering Class Action 

settlements, including class Notices, Payments, Claims Submissions, and 

Settlement Website of the types required by the Settlement.  

9. Despite facing challenges with childcare and maintaining a work-life balance, 

the Carreon/Bagube Plaintiffs consistently attended crucial hearings, made 

themselves available for deposition preparation, underwent multiple 

depositions, and provided invaluable insights into the inner workings of the 

CDCR and its policies regarding pregnancy accommodations.  Additionally, 

the Plaintiffs agreed to attend legislative hearings related to pending 

legislation regarding CDCR’s challenged Prior Policy (cancelled only due to 

the COVID pandemic), incurring their own travel expenses including mileage, 

meals, and hotel accommodations, all in the pursuit of justice for the entire 

Settlement Class.  Attached as Exhibit I to Plaintiffs’ Appendix is a listing of 
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the hearings which Plaintiffs’ attended and the depositions they have 

appeared for.   

10. Both Plaintiffs’ and Defendant’s respective counsel are experienced in 

employment, workplace discrimination and class action matters.  I have over 

25 years of employment law experience, including litigating numerous 

discrimination matters and collective actions.  I also successfully represented 

the Plaintiff in Coogle v. California Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation (Kern County Superior Court).  This case presented legal 

issues identical to this action.  I have already demonstrated skill in this case 

by defeating CDCR’s motion for change of venue and to decertify the Carreon 

class, and obtaining a preliminary injunction for the Carreon Plaintiffs.  In 

addition, I was appointed Class Counsel in the Carreon Lawsuit and have 

adequately represented the class throughout this hard-fought five year-

litigation 

I DECLARE UNDER PENALTY UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND INCORRECT.  

Executed On March 24, 2024 at El Segundo, California. 

 

 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
ARNOLD P, PETER 
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EXHIBIT C:  DECLARATION OF 
BRIANNE GLASSPIEGEL 
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EXHIBIT D:  DECLARATION OF  
JACOB KAMENIR 
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Arnold P. Peter (SBN: 120091) 
 apeter@peterlawgroup.com  

Eyal Farahan (SBN: 314849) 
 efarahan@peterlawgroup.com  
PETER LAW GROUP 
270 Coral Circle 
El Segundo, CA  90245 
T: (310) 432-0500 
F: (310) 432-0599 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs JACQUELINE CARREON, GENEVA CARTER, RACQUEL 
CHANELO, MELISSA GLAUDE, KAREN LANG, ANGELA POWELL, KAREN 
BAGUBE, LIA MCKEOWN and NINA ORTEZ, individuals, on behalf of themselves 
and all others similarly situated 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

JACQUELINE CARREON, GENEVA 
CARTER, RACQUEL CHANELO, MELISSA 
GLAUDE, KAREN LANG, and ANGELA 
POWELL, individuals, on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION, 
a division of the State of California, and 
DOES 1 through 100, 

Defendant. 

Case Nos. 19STCV09935 
                  20STCV10154 

   
 
DECLARATION OF JACOB 
KAMENIR IN SUPPORT OF 
CARREON/BAGUBE 
PLAINTIFFS’ APPLICATION 
FOR PRELIMINARY 
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT 
 

 
Time: May 22, 2024 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Dept.: 6 
Judge: The Hon. Elihu M. Berle 
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KAREN BAGUBE, an individual, 
 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION, 
a division of the State of California, and 
DOES 1 through 100, 

 

Defendant. 
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I, JACOB KAMENIR, DECLARE: 
 

1. I have personal knowledge of the matter set forth herein and if called upon to 

testify thereto, I could and would do so competently.  I am the Senior Director 

of Notice for Simpluris, Inc. (“Simpluris”),  

2. Simpluris has administered over 9,000 matters, managed over $9 billion in 

settlement funds, and provided its services for over 15 years.  Simpluris has 

estimated its fees, absent unforeseen circumstances, at $37,000.  Upon receipt 

of the Gross Settlement Amount, Simpluris  with run a Competitive process 

with its banking partners to determine the best available account interest 

rate.  Attached as Exhibit A hereto is a brochure that describes Simpluris’ 

experience, expertise and services.   

I DECLARE UNDER PENALTY UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND INCORRECT.  

Executed On March 18, 2024, at Albert Lea, Minnesota. 

 

 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
JACOB KAMENIR 
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EXHIBIT A 
Simpluris, Inc. Brochure  



Simpluris, an award winning claims administrator, has administered over 

9,000 matters, managed over $9 billion in settlement funds, and provided its 

services for over 15 years. Our beginning-to-end services include complete 

project management, mailings & noti ication campaigns, contact center, legal 

intake, data management, disbursements & tax reporting, among others.

Corporate Resume

Simpluris class action and claims administration offers comprehensive settlement planning, execution, 

and reporting. When you bring a case to Simpluris, our team reviews each matter independently. Our 

subject matter experts leverage their experience to develop a settlement framework designed to meet the 

unique aspects of your matter. We take a consultative approach to address your challenges and support 

preliminary hearing preparation.

Class Action Administration

Simpluris’ services scale and adapt to meet our client’s challenges. We excel at comprehensive settlement 

administration and remediation; however, we understand that our client’s needs include a combination 

of many legal corporate services. No matter how simple or complex, we ask you to bring us your unique 

challenges so we may develop a custom solution to fit your needs.

Legal Corporate Services

Simpluris can provide the technology and operational fulfillment resources needed to manage mass 

arbitrations from intake to payment in a cost-effective and efficient manner. At Simpluris, we pride 

ourselves on having an average of 93.5% signed releases. We have experience administering some of 

the largest mass arbitration cases, including Uber, Lyft, Instacart, Grubhub, Postmates, and DoorDash. 

Simpluris delivers solutions for matters of any size and complexity.

Mass Arbitration Administration

Whether internally initiated or formally required by a consent order, Simpluris aids respondents in meeting 

critical obligations and deadlines. Simpluris is prepared to plan and execute remediation actions tailored 

to your institution’s size and needs. As a third-party administrator, we understand the importance of swift 

remediation and provide “white glove” customer service from planning, to execution, through final reporting.

Regulatory Remediation

Services

Data Security
Simpluris is committed to the security and overall protection of its customer’s data and information. 

We maintain SOC 1 and SOC 2 certification which requires us to adhere to strict policies and procedures 

surrounding information security including processing and storage of confidential customer data. 

Simpluris has and maintains a comprehensive, written Information Security Program that complies with all 

applicable laws and regulations (e.g. HIPAA, Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, MA 201 CMR 17.00).



The Simpluris administration team is best known for their dedication to delivering premium service. When 

you partner with Simpluris, you work alongside a dedicated client service representative. This Simpluris 

team member will guide you through the settlement life cycle. Your client service representative is your 

administration conductor, adjusting the tempo as your case progresses. With a comprehensive view of your 

matter, your client service representative can respond swiftly to changes in your case, proactively notify 

you of upcoming milestones, and most importantly, be accountable for the successful completion of your 

matter. 

Our team is available any time of day with offices across the nation, including two corporate hubs in Costa 

Mesa, CA and Orlando, FL.

Client Service

From Simpluris’ inception, our founders had a vision to develop a single comprehensive platform, purpose-

built to serve the legal administration industry. Today, our proprietary technology platform, named 

Cadence, increases data security, mitigates errors caused by siloed databases, and speeds processes by 

improving transparency and collaboration between departments. Cadence is an innovative and evolving 

administration engine that sets our case management apart from all other legal administrators. From data 

ingestion, noticing, and claims processing, through disbursement, taxation, and final reporting, our project 

management processes are conducted inside Cadence. We see the future of legal tech evolving and are 

continuously developing our solutions to meet the administration needs of tomorrow.

Technology

Simpluris’ history is rooted in class action settlement administration and our management team’s 

experiences are vast and diverse. The Simpluris executive leadership team boasts more than 100 years of 

experience in corporate, financial and legal administration, including:

The Simpluris executive team - Kevin Lee, President, COO; Doug Norman, CFO; Zach Hoffman, Founder, CTO; 

Patrick Ivie, CRO; Wes Alford, SVP; and Paul Saroj, SVP - are experienced industry experts. Leveraging our 

past experiences, Simpluris is prepared to handle matters of every scope and scale. 

Executive Team

Executive management of the largest legal administration operation in the world that produced 200+ 

million notifications, 10+ million claims and $5+ billion funds disbursed per year on average.

A few of the most notable matters our leadership team has presided over include the largest data  

breach responses, corporate restructures and antitrust settlement administrations in US history.

Oversight of the largest consent orders handed down from OCC, DOJ, CFPB & FTC over the last decade.

Fostering hundreds of client relationships with the premier government entities, law firms and financial 

institutions in the world.

(800) 779–2104

3194-C Airport Loop Dr., 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

simpluris.com
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4 El Segundo, CA 90245 
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5 F: (310) 432-0599 
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6 Attorneys for Plaintiffs JACQUELINE CARREON, GENEVA CARTER, RACQUEL 
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CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION, 
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DOES 1 through 100, 

Case Nos. 19STCV09935 
20STCV10154 

DECLARATION OF JUDGE 
RONALD M. SABRAW (RET.) IN 
SUPPORT OF 
CAR,REONIBAGUBE 

PLAINTIFFS' APPLICATION 
FOR PRELIMINARY 
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT 

Defendant. Time: May 22, 2024 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Dept.: 6 
Judge: The Hon. Elihu M. Berle 
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Plaintiff, 
v. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION, 
a division of the State of California, and 
DOES 1 through 100, 

Defendant. 

DDECLARATION OF JUDGE RONALD M. SABRAW (RET.) IN SUPPORT OF CARREON/

BAGUBE PLAINTIFFS' MOTION FOR APPOINTMENT 

OF DISCOVERY REFEREE 
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I, RONALD M. SABRAW, DECLARE: 

1. I have personal knowledge of the matter set forth herein and if called upon to

testify thereto, I could and would do so competently.

2. Prior to becoming a full-time mediator with JAMS, I served as an Alameda

County Municipal Court Judge between 1987-1989 and an Alameda County

Superior Court Judge during 1989 through 2007, and was the Presiding Judge

in 1996-1997.

3. I was appointed and served between 2000-2006, as a Complex Litigation

Judge for the Alameda County Superior Court ("Court"). As a Complex

Litigation Judge, I helped design and implement the Court's first complex

litigation department. As a trial judge for over twenty (20) years, I supervised

numerous complex litigation matters, including many consumer, employee,

and securities class actions, mass tort claims, complex coordinated cases, anti­

trust, unfair business practices, real estate disputes, construction defect,

Proposition 65 environmental claims, CEQA administrative writs, and

insurance coverage claims.

4. Below is a sample listing of the class action and employment cases where I

presided as the judicial officer:

a. Savaglio v. Wal-Mart, Dkt. No. C-835687-7. Employee class action by

Wal-Mart employees alleging numerous violations of California's labor

laws. Managed case from inception through judgment, including

significant discovery, law and motion, a three and a half month jury

trial, a week-long court trial, and a year of post trial motions. Savaglio

v. Wal-Mart, 2006 WL 3626295.

b. Thayer-Ogden v. Pottery Barn Kids, Dkt. No. RG05-199128. Employee

class action by assistant store managers alleging misclassification of

DECLARATION OF JUDGE RONALD M. SABRAW (RET.) IN SUPPORT OF CARREON/
BAGUBE PLAINTIFFS' MOTION FOR APPOINTMENT 

OF DISCOVERY REFEREE 
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plaintiffs as "exempt" from overtime requirements. Class certification 

denied. Thayer-Ogden v. Pottery Barn Kids, Inc., 2006 WL 3378686. 

c. Dunbar v. Albertson's, Dkt. No. RG04-146326. Employee class action by

assistant store managers alleging misclassification of plaintiffs as

"exempt" from overtime requirements. Class certification denied.

Dunbar v. Albertson's, Inc., 141 Cal. App. 4th 1422 (2006).

d. O'Hara v. Factory 2-U., Dkt. No. 834123-5. Employee class action

alleging misclassification of plaintiffs as "exempt" from overtime

requirements. Court initiated use of privacy waiver letters approved in

Pioneer Electronics (USA), Inc. v. Superior Court, 2007 Cal. LEXIS 553.

Class certification granted.

e. Schwartz v. Visa and MasterCard, Dkt. No. 822404-4. Consumer claim

regarding disclosure of currency conversion fees. Court addressed many

significant (pre-Proposition 64) issues regarding California's Unfair

Competition Law. Following am multi-month bench trial the Court

issued a 125 page Statement of Decision. Schwartz v. Visa, 2003 WL

1870370. The matter was settled on appeal.

f.. Cell Phone Termination Fee Cases, JCCP 4332. Coordinated consumer 

class actions regarding early termination fees and handset locking. 

Court addressed issues concerning adequacy of disclosures and effect of 

class-wide counterclaims against consumers. 

g. Cross-Country Bank Cases, JCCP 4380. Coordinated consumer class

actions regarding alleged unlawful charges by credit card issuer. Court

addressed issues concerning adequacy of disclosures and effect of class­

wide counterclaims against consumers.

h. Match v. Pet Food Express, Dkt. No.RG03-127285. Consumer class

action regarding allegedly contaminated pet food.
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5. On October 21, 2021, the Plaintiffs in the Carreon, et al. v. California

Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, et al. ("Carreon"), Los Angeles 

County Superior Court, Case No. 19STCV09935 and Bagube, et al., v. California 

Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, et al. ("Bagube"), Los Angeles 

County Superior Court, Case No. 20STCV10154, along with Defendant California 

Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation ("CDCR") and the Department of 

Fair Employment and Housing (now known as the "Civil Rights Department" and 

Plaintiff in a related case), appeared before me for a private mediation session. 

Despite a full-day mediation and subsequent discussions between the parties and 

their counsel and myself, the cases did not settle. 

6. On December 21, 2023, the Carreon/Bagube Plaintiffs, CDCR and the

Civil Rights Department again participated in a mediation session with me. The 

parties and their counsel appeared in person and all the key decision makers 

were also available in person or telephonically. The parties and their counsel 

were fully prepared, participated in good faith, and exchanged multiple proposals 

and counter-proposals. After a number of private caucuses and joint sessions, 

this mediation produced a settlement-in-principle between CDCR, on the one 

hand, and the Plaintiffs in the Carreon and Bagube lawsuits (on behalf of 

themselves and a proposed class of all CDCR employees who were pregnant 

under CDCR's prior policy (the "Settlement Class"), on the other hand. This 

settlement-in-principle did not include the Civil Rights Department. This 

settlement-in-principle included the key material terms, contemplated by the 

Settling Parties working together to reach final language to be memorialized in a 

written agreement. 

7. The settlement between the Settling Parties was achieved in good faith, after

the exchange of multiple proposals and counterproposals, as well as arms­

length negotiations. I discussed and I believe that the parties involved
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understood the inherent risks and uncertainty associated with ongoing 

litigation, including difficulties with proving liability and damages for absent 

settlement class members for a class action involving pregnancy 

accommodations. Through careful consideration of these factors, the Settling 

Parties arrived at a mutually acceptable agreement on behalf of themselves 

and the Settlement Class that appeared reasonable under the circumstances. 

I DECLARE UNDER PENALTY UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND INCORRECT. 

Executed On March 13, 2024 at Phoenix, Arizona California. 

Ronald M. Sabraw 

JUDGE RONALD M. SABRAW (RET.) 
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Signature: ilui.,Q} 'Rona/AM. Sa,braw ('Ret.) 
Judge RondM. Sabraw (Rel.) (Mar 13, 2024 15:11 PDT) 
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EXHIBIT F:  MEMBER'S CHALLENGE 
FORM 

  



Member's Challenge Form 

Instructions: Use this form only if: (1) you got a Settlement Notice in the mail and want to update your pregnancy 
information as a Participating Class Member, or (2) you did not get a Settlement Notice, but you were pregnant working 
for CDCR and you want to be a Participating Class Member.  Do NOT use this form if you do not want to change the 
pregnancy information recorded for you. 

SUBMIT THIS FORM WITHIN 30 DAYS of the date on your Settlement Notice, but no later than August 5, 2024 [30 days 
after Administrator mails all Notices], whichever date is later. You can submit this form by email to _______________, 
completing it at www.cdcrpregnancysettlement.com, or by U.S. Mail with a postmark, no later than August 5, 2024, to 
this address _______________________________________. 

Information you submit on this form is for the Claims Administrator to update pregnancy information that will be used 
to allocate your portion of the Settlement proceeds. YOU MUST SIGN THIS FORM after legibly answering all questions 
that apply to you. Questions 4 and 5 may not apply to your situation. 

Print your full name: _______________________________________ 

List all names you used when working for CDCR: _____________________________________________  

If you got a Settlement Class Notice in the mail, print the name from that notice: _____________________ 

List the prison or work address when you were pregnant: ______________________________ 

List your current contact Information for communications about your information below: 

Your Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Your Phone Number: ____________________ 

Your Email Address: _____________________ 

Your Pregnancies While Working for CDCR Between June 15, 2015 and May 31, 2020 

Identify your total number of pregnancies, and then identify each pregnancy using months and years. (For example: "2" 
pregnancies and "June 2017 to February 2018; January 2019 to September 2019".) 

1. Total number of pregnancies you had between June 15, 2015 and May 31, 2020: ________ 

2. Approximate month(s) and year(s) for each pregnancy: ________________________________________ 

3. Were you working in a peace-officer job for any of these pregnancies? (Yes or No): __________ 

If “Yes,” then list your job title and identify the pregnancy you listed above. If “No,” then go to question 4. (For example, 
Correctional Officer, 2017 pregnancy.): _________________________________________ 

4. For any pregnancy listed in question 1, did you have a pregnancy limitation affecting your ability to do your job, but 
you did not request a workplace accommodation because CDCR deterred you? (Yes or No): ________   
If you answered “yes,” then identify which pregnancy you listed in question 1, in the statement below.  If you answered 
“no,” then go to question 5.  
Yes, I state under penalty of perjury that I was deterred from seeking accommodation for a pregnancy limitation I had 
during this pregnancy (for example, "2019 pregnancy"): ___________________________ 

5. During any pregnancy you listed in question 1, do you affirm that you had a pregnancy limitation for which you 
requested a workplace accommodation from CDCR?  (Yes or No): _________ 
If you answered "yes," then you must identify one or more pregnancy listed in question 1, in the statement below.  If 
you answered “no,” then sign and date the form at the bottom and submit to the Administrator. 
(The same pregnancy cannot be listed in response to both question 4 and question 5.) 



Yes, I state under penalty of perjury that I requested a pregnancy accommodation from CDCR during this pregnancy (for 
example, "2017 pregnancy"): ____________________________________________  
(If this is not true, leave it blank, and sign the form at the bottom and submit it to the Administrator.)  

6. If you listed a pregnancy under question 5, then answer questions 6. A. and 6. B.  (If you did not list a pregnancy under 
question 5, then sign and date the form at the bottom and submit it to the Administrator.) 

  A. Identify each pregnancy and each prison or workplace at which you requested accommodation (for example, "2017 
pregnancy at San Quentin State Prison"): _______________________________________________________________ 

  B. List the Title and Name of person(s) who you talked to about each pregnancy listed in question 6.A. (for example, 
"Return to Work Coordinator Smith - 2017 pregnancy"): ___________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Please submit any documentation showing you requested a work accommodation for each pregnancy you listed in 
question 6.  This could be a letter, an email or other document regarding your pregnancy accommodation request. (Skip 
this question if you did not answer "yes" to question 5.) 

The Administrator must be able to verify you requested an accommodation to work while pregnant. If you provide no 
supporting documents, the Administrator may not be able to verify your request. 

I am attaching/emailing/uploading documents I am submitting with this form: (Yes/No) ____________ 

SWORN VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION: By signing, dating and submitting this form, I verify that the information in this 
form is true and accurate regarding my pregnancies experienced while working for CDCR during the Settlement Period 
(June 15, 2015 to May 31, 2020).  I state this information is true under penalty of perjury under the laws of California. 

 

You must sign your name here, under penalty of perjury: ________________________________ 

You must enter the date on which you sign: _________________________________ 

 

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS FORM IF YOU ARE REQUESTING TO BE EXCLUDED FROM THE SETTLEMENT 
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EXHIBIT G:  OBJECTION TO 
SETTLEMENT 

  



Objection to Settlement Form 

If you are a Participating Class Member, then you can make a formal objection AGAINST the Settlement, if you choose to 
do so.  If you timely submit your objection, then the Court will review your objection before ruling on the Settlement at 
the final approval hearing.   

YOU MUST SUBMIT AN OBJECTION WITHIN 30 DAYS of the date on your Settlement Notice, OR no later than August 5, 
2024 [30 days after Administrator mails all Notices], whichever date is later.  You can submit this form by email to 
_________________, completing it at www.cdcrpregnancysettlement.com, or using U.S. Mail with a postmark date, no 
later than August 5, 2024, to this address: _______________________________________. 

Please PRINT and complete an objection that includes the following information:  

Your full name to identify you as a Participating Class Member: _________________________________ 

The approximate dates of your pregnancy(ies) working for CDCR: ________________________________ 

Your job classification(s) during your pregnancies working for CDCR: _____________________________ 

Your prison or other CDCR work address when you were pregnant: ____________________________ 

Your mailing address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Your email address: _____________________________ 

1. State each objection to the Settlement and all your legal and factual reasons for each objection:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. If you plan to appear in person at the Final Approval Hearing for the Settlement, you must write “Yes” following 
this statement: Notice of Intent to Appear at the hearing: _____________    

Sign and date this Objection: 

_________________________________________  _____________________________ 

Signature       Date 

 

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS FORM IF YOU ARE REQUESTING TO BE EXCLUDED FROM THE SETTLEMENT  

 

To be considered by the Court, a written objection to approval of the Settlement must be submitted to the 
Administrator (meaning postmarked, emailed or uploaded to the Settlement Class website) no later than thirty (30) 
days after the date on your Settlement Notice, OR by August 5, 2024.  If the Court rejects or overrules your objection, 
you will remain a Participating Class Member who is still bound by the terms of the Settlement, including the release of 
all claims, and who still may receive a payment as determined by the Administrator under the terms of the Settlement. 
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EXHIBIT H:  REQUEST FOR 
EXCLUSION 

  



Request for Exclusion Form 

Any Settlement Class Member may timely request that she be excluded from the Settlement.  To be timely and exclude 
yourself, your Request for Exclusion Form must be submitted to the Administrator (meaning mail-postmarked, emailed, 
or uploaded to the Settlement Class website) no later than thirty (30) days after the date on your Settlement Notice, 
OR by August 5, 2024. 

If you do not timely submit a Request for Exclusion, then you will be bound by the terms of the Settlement with CDCR 
and the full releases provided therein, regardless of any payment received under the Agreement.  YOU WILL NOT 
RECEIVE ANY PAYMENT UNDER THE SETTLEMENT IF YOU SUBMIT A REQUEST FOR EXCLUSION, and you will be required 
to prove your individual claims in Court in order to potentially obtain a future monetary recovery from CDCR relating to 
a past pregnancy.  If you exclude yourself from the Settlement, you may never get any recovery from CDCR, including 
because your pregnancy claim may be too old (time-barred), or because of other defenses to your pregnancy claim. 

YOU SHOULD KEEP A COPY OF YOUR SUBMITTED REQUEST FOR EXCLUSION WITH THE DATE SUBMITTED because you 
will need to prove that you timely excluded yourself from the Settlement Class.  If you do not have proof you timely 
submitted a Request for Exclusion, then you will be unable to pursue a cause of action or claim against CDCR in the 
future.  

If you submit a Request for Exclusion, then you will be excluded from the Settlement Class and not eligible for any 
Settlement payment unless you revoke your Request for Exclusion in a signed writing received by the Administrator at 
least twenty-one (21) days prior to the final approval hearing on the Settlement. 

I HEREBY REQUEST TO BE EXCLUDED FROM THE SETTLEMENT. 

Print your full name to exclude you from the Settlement Class: __________________________________ 

The approximate dates of your pregnancy(ies) working for CDCR: ________________________________ 

Your job classification(s) during your pregnancies working for CDCR: _____________________________ 

Your prison or other CDCR work address at which you were pregnant: ____________________________ 

Your mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Your email address (if desired): _____________________________ 

 

 

Sign and date: 

_________________________________________  _____________________________ 

Signature       Date 

 

Mail to the Administrator at this address: _________________________________________________ 

Email to the Administrator at this address: ___________________________ 

Or fill out this form at the Settlement Class website:  www.cdcrpregnancysettlement.com  

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS FORM UNLESS YOU DO NOT WANT TO BENEFIT FROM THE SETTLEMENT. 
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EXHIBIT I:  STATEMENT OF HEARING 
AND DEPOSITIONS ATTENDED BY CLASS 

REPRESENTATIVES 

 



CARREON vs. CDCR 

CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

Name Date of Travel Travelling Details Reason for Travel Date of Deposition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Carlisle 

March 28, 2, 2019 -
April 2, 2019 

Elk Grove First news interview  

May 20, 2019 Meeting in Sacramento  Meeting with Ralph 
Diaz 

 

July 22, 2019 Travelled to Los Angeles Court date July 24th, 
2019 

 

July 25, 2019 Travelled back home   
September 26, 2019 Travelled to Los Angeles Court date September 

27th, 2019 
 

September 28, 2019 Travelled back home   
March 20, 2020   Deposition-8 hours 
October 21, 2021 Walnut Creek Mediation all day  
June 24, 2023 Zoom interview News Interview  
June 30, 2023   Deposition-8 hours 
July 5, 2023 Zoom interview News Interview  
December 15, 2013 San Jose In-person news 

interview 
 

Karen Bagube November 3, 2021   Deposition 
August 16, 2023   Deposition 

 
 
 

Karen Lang 
(Leon) 

May 20, 2019 
 

El Centro to Sacramento  Meeting with Ralph 
Diaz 

 
Sacramento to El Centro  

March 18, 2020 
 

El Centro to Los Angeles  Deposition 
Los Angeles to El Centro  

October 21, 2021 
 

El Centro to Walnut 
Creek 

Mediation all day  

Walnut Creek to El 
Centro 

 

July 19, 2023 Zoom  Deposition 
Lia McKeown August 8, 2023 Zoom  Deposition 

August 9, 2023 Zoom  Deposition 
 
 
 
 
 

Racquel Servin 

May 20, 2019 Tulare to Sacramento Meeting with Ralph 
Diaz 

 

June 22, 2019 Tulare to Los Angeles Court date July 24th, 
2019 

 
June 24, 2019  
September 26, 2019 Tulare to Los Angeles Court date September 

27th, 2019 
 

September 27, 2019  
October 20, 2020 Zoom  Deposition 
October 20, 2021 Tulare to Walnut Creek Mediation all day on 

October 21, 2021 
 

October 21, 2021  
August 31, 2022 Zoom  Deposition 

 
 
 

Angela Powell 

May 20, 2019 Elk Grove to 
Sacramento 

Meeting with Ralph 
Diaz 

 

September 26, 2019 Elk Grove to Los 
Angeles 

Court date September 
27th, 2019 

 
September 27, 2019  
February 21, 2020 Elk Grove to Oakland  Deposition 
October 21, 2021 Elk Grove to Walnut 

Creek 
Mediation all day  

July 3, 2022 Zoom  Deposition 
  



Nina Ortez October 21, 2021 Walnut Creek Mediation all day  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geneva Carter 

May 20, 2019 El Centro to San Diego 
and flew  to Sacramento 
Meeting in Sacramento  

Meeting with Ralph 
Diaz 

 

May 21, 2019 El Centro to Los Angeles Preliminary Hearing  
July 23, 2019 El Centro to Los Angeles Court date July 24th, 

2019 
 

March 15, 2020 El Centro to Los Angeles - Deposition on Match 16th 
2020, cancelled due to 
Covid.  

October 20, 2020 El Centro to Walnut 
Creek 

Mediation  

October 21, 2021 Walnut Creek to El 
Centrocc 

Mediation all day  

September 11, 2023 Zoom   Deposition 
 
 
 
 

Jacqueline 
Carreon 

May 20, 2019 El Centro to Sacramento 
Meeting in Sacramento  

Meeting with Ralph 
Diaz 

 

July 24, 2019 El Centro to Los Angeles Court date July 24th, 
2019 

 

September 27, 2019 El Centro to Los Angeles Court date September 
27th, 2019 

 

May 22, 2020 Zoom  Deposition-1 
May 29, 2020 Zoom  Deposition -Continuation 
October 20, 2021 El Centro to Walnut 

Creek 
Mediation all day on 
October 21, 2021 

 
October 21, 2021  
June 12, 2022 Zoom  Deposition-2 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

                           

PROOF OF SERVICE 

Carreon, et al. v. California Department of Corrections & Rehabilitation – Case 
Number:  19STCV09935 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES: 

I am employed in the county of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the 
age of 18 and not a party to the within action; my business address is 270 Coral 
Circle, El Segundo, California 90245. 

 
On March 26, 2024, I served the foregoing document(s) described as  
 

APPENDIX IN SUPPORT OF CARREON/BAGUBE PLAINTIFFS’ APPLICATION FOR 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 
 
on the interested parties in this action by submitting a true and correct copy of an 
electronic version of the document(s) via the CaseAnywhere portal at 
www.caseanywhere.com.  Service will be deemed effective as provided for in the 
Electronic Case Management Order.   
 
 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that 
the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed on March 26, 2024, at El Segundo, 
California. 
 
 
     _____________________________________ 
     Andrea Ramirez 
 


