
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  

  
 
LIYANARA SANCHEZ, as next friend on behalf of 
FRENGEL REYES MOTA, et al.,   
 
Petitioners–Plaintiffs,  
 
J.G.G., et al.,  
   
Plaintiffs, 
  

v. 
  
DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity as 
President of the United States, et al.,  
   
Respondents–Defendants.   
  

  
  
  
     
     
    Case No: 1:25-cv-00766-JEB 
  
 

  
  

PETITIONERS-PLAINTIFFS’  
MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

 
 Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 65, Petitioners-Plaintiffs (“Petitioners”) 

hereby move for a preliminary injunction to prevent further harm to Petitioners and two subclasses 

who are already facing or imminently face grave and irreparable harm from the government’s 

unlawful use of the Alien Enemies Act to summarily expel individuals from the United States and 

imprison them in El Salvador.  

First, for the CECOT subclass, Petitioners move for an Order requiring Respondents to 

immediately request and take all reasonable steps to facilitate the return of the subclass to the 

United States from Respondents’ jailer in El Salvador. This includes immediately requesting that 

Respondents’ agents and contractors in El Salvador, including any counterparty to an agreement 
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or contract concerning detention at CECOT, transfer the CECOT Subclass to the physical custody 

of the United States. It further includes enjoining payment of Respondents’ agents and contractors 

in El Salvador, including any counterparty to an agreement or contract concerning detention at 

CECOT, to detain the CECOT subclass.  

Second, for the Criminal Custody Subclass, Petitioners seek an Order enjoining 

Respondents from removing any subclass member from the United States under the President’s 

Proclamation, and requiring Respondents to provide adequate notice of designation to each 

subclass member and class counsel, and a reasonable opportunity to challenge their designation, 

detention, and removal under the AEA, consistent with due process. Petitioners also seek an Order 

providing for immediate, adequate notice of designation to each member of the Criminal Custody 

Subclass and class counsel, including no less than 30 days to challenge their designation, detention, 

and removal under the AEA.  

 As further explained in the accompany Memorandum, Respondents’ invocation and 

application of the AEA is unlawful and Petitioners will suffer—and, as to the CECOT class, have 

already suffered—severe and irreparable harm in the absence of a preliminary injunction in the 

form of an indefinite sentence in a Salvadoran prison without adequate notice and opportunity to 

contest the government’s designation.  

 In support of the Motion, Petitioners rely on the accompanying Memorandum and 

declarations. A proposed order is attached for the Court’s convenience.  

 

Dated: April 24, 2025 
 
Noelle Smith 
Oscar Sarabia Roman 
My Khanh Ngo 
Evelyn Danforth-Scott 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Lee Gelernt 
Lee Gelernt (D.D.C. Bar No. NY0408) 
Daniel Galindo (D.D.C. Bar No. NY035) 
Ashley Gorski 
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Cody Wofsy 
Cecillia D. Wang (D.D.C. Bar No. CA00042) 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
FOUNDATION 
425 California Street, Suite 700 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
(415) 343-0770 
nsmith@aclu.org 
osarabia@aclu.org 
mngo@aclu.org 
edanforth-scott@aclu.org 
cwang@aclu.org 
cwofsy@aclu.org 
 
Arthur B. Spitzer (D.C. Bar No. 235960) 
Scott Michelman (D.C. Bar No. 1006945) 
Aditi Shah (D.C. Bar No. 90033136)* 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
FOUNDATION OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 
529 14th Street, NW, Suite 722 
Washington, D.C. 20045 
(202) 457-0800 
aspitzer@acludc.org 
smichelman@acludc.org 
ashah@acludc.org 
 
 
*Admission to DDC Bar pending 

Patrick Toomey 
Sidra Mahfooz 
Omar Jadwat 
Hina Shamsi (D.D.C. Bar No. MI0071) 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
FOUNDATION 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
(212) 549-2660 
lgelernt@aclu.org 
dgalindo@aclu.org 
agorski@aclu.org  
ptoomey@aclu.org  
smahfooz@aclu.org 
ojadwat@aclu.org 
hshamsi@aclu.org 
 
Somil B. Trivedi (D.C. Bar No. 1617967) 
Bradley Girard (D.C. Bar No. 1033743) 
Michael Waldman (D.C. Bar No. 414646) 
Sarah Rich 
Skye Perryman (D.C. Bar No. 984573) 
Audrey Wiggins (DC Bar No. 482877) 
Christine L. Coogle (DC Bar No. 1738913) 
Pooja Boisture 
DEMOCRACY FORWARD FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 34553 
Washington, DC 20043 
Phone: (202) 448-9090 
Fax: (202) 796-4426 
strivedi@democracyforward.org 
bgirard@democracyforward.org 
mwaldman@democracyforward.org 
srich@democracyforward.org 
sperryman@democracyforward.org 
awiggins@democracyforward.org 
ccoogle@democracyforward.org 
pboisture@democracyforward.org 
 
 
Attorneys for Petitioners-Plaintiffs 
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