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nonorable John G, Fary
touse of Hepresentatives
Washington, B. €. 20315

Dear Congresssan Fary:

 The Attorney Ceneral has asked me to respond o vour
October g, 1381, letter to him concerning the Chicago Schoel
ipard’' s desegregation plan ae it affects the COraham and lendrieks
elemertary schools.

In school desegregation cases courts have vplaced the initial
responsibility for developing derails of desegregation plans on
local school officisgls. The Consent Decree enterad on Sentevber 24,
1986, in this case 15 consistent with the law in this srea in that
it pives the Chicaze School Psard the discretion to produce any
comprehensive plan that falls within the broad vrange of conetitu~
tionally acceptable plans.

The Doard’'s adjustzent of boundary lines at Crabam and
Hendricks ia part of the first vhase of its plan; the rest of the
plan is scheduled to be completed in two months and implemented
next fall and in the 1523-84 school yesar. After the comprehensive
student assipnment plan has been presented to:wus, it will be our
zes§ansi%ility to tell the court whether or not the plan as a
whole meets the requirerents of the Conzent Deoree and the
Constitution. ‘

The principles upon which the Chicago School Zoard lLas
hased ites initial desegregation steps have smphasized voluntary
transfers and mandatery reassignments whieh do not involve busing
(including elementary attendance avea changes). The Department
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