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Proposed School Closidpss
Fall 1821

On HMareh 12, 1881, the Chicargo Bchool Beard nublished a
izt of 37 schoel alﬁsiﬁﬁﬁ fiﬁﬁiﬁéiﬁﬁ vrarts of Tive carpuses)
,a be effective next fall. A series of publie hearines will
be held on this preoposal.

Pour of the schools now provide wvoecational or spseial
@éu&&tiﬁﬁi the 33 remsining {(elementarvy) - {81l small-
to-mediun-sized) schools are as follows:

a. Sixtesn all-tlack schools which are relatively
igsolated {in the sense that theve are substantial
numbers of other all-black schools located closer
to white schools and therefore sore easily desessregated)
b, Fiye zll-black or black and Hispanie schools
located within short transportation distance of white
gehools;
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e. &ix white schools located at a distance frov
vinority schools that rlaces then within the acceptable
ﬁkgiﬂﬁ time (30-40 wminutes) which the Beard at sne time
considered (but 444 not include in its "principles” of
April 22, 1881).

d. Three white schools close encusgh to walk to
winority schools;

e. Twe multi-ethnic schoole near others sirilariv
constitutad,

f. One very small magnet school (257 white).
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The selectlon of these 32 schoole for cloging ssems
raagsonable in light of their location in various parts of
the ¢ity, thelr wvacial composition and size. The Board has
stated that students will he reassigned to nearby schools
or encouraged to make desegregative permissive tranafers.
Some of the closings will gnrely test the Board's resolve
to include éege?re@ativ& zone line changes this fall.

I expect the usual commmity outery against wmost of
these closinpgs, but I am surprised the number of nroposed
closings is so small. The enrollment and capacity data, as
well as the short distance between schools in most areas of
the city Indicates that the Poard could close two to thrase
times as many schools as thev have proposed.



