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5. After this process is complete, the President submits his budget proposal to
Congress. Proposed funding is divided among and addressed by 12 subcommittees, which hold
hearings. Each is responsible for funding for different government functions such as defense
spending or energy and water. The House and Senate create their own versions of 12
appropriations bills, which must be negotiated and merged. Both chambers must pass a single
version of cach funding bill. Congress sends the approved funding bills to the President to sign or
veto. The appropriations bill that Congress ultimately passes for the Department may contain
some, all, or none of the recommendations from the budget submitted by the President.

6. Regardless of what funding bills Congress may pass for future fiscal years, the
Department is still responsible for executing the funding it received for the current year.
Accordingly, it is generally considered inappropriate to implement a plan for reduced budget

authority before that reduction becomes reality.

7. As it relates to the Offices and the fiscal year 2026 budget, DHS submitted

preliminary funding proposals to OMB. DHS’s preliminary funding proposals were sent to OMB

8. On April 10, 2025, OMB provided the OMB Passback to DHS. _

DHS has no independent authority to make decisions or recommend its own budget to

Congress; only the President can recommend funding levels for the Department and other agencies

to Congress.
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