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No. 24-1260

 
Title: Michael Watson, Mississippi Secretary of State, Petitioner

v.
Republican National Committee, et al.

Docketed: June 10, 2025
Lower Ct: United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

   Case Numbers: (24-60395)
   Decision Date: October 25, 2024

   Rehearing Denied: March 14, 2025
Questions Presented

 

Proceedings and Orders

Jun 06 2025 Petition for a writ of certiorari filed. (Response due July 10, 2025)

Petition  Certificate of Word Count  Proof of Service

Jun 17 2025 Waiver of right of respondents Justin Wetzel, Toni Jo Diaz, Becky Payne,
Barbara Kimball, Christine Brice, and Carolyn Handler to respond filed.

Main Document
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https://file.supremecourt.gov/casenotification?caseNumber=24-1260
https://file.supremecourt.gov/casenotification?caseNumber=24-1260
https://www.supremecourt.gov/qp/24-01260qp.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/362512/20250606130022508_Watson%20v.%20RNC%20Petition%20and%20Appendix.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/362512/20250606130042522_Watson%20v.%20RNC%20COC.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/362512/20250606130056490_Watson%20v.%20RNC%20COS.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/363359/20250617114613545_Waiver%20on%20Certiorari%20tch.pdf


Jul 03 2025 Motion of Libertarian Party of Mississippi to extend the time to file a response
from July 10, 2025 to August 11, 2025, submitted to The Clerk.

Main Document

Jul 03 2025 Motion of Republican National Committee, et al. to extend the time to file a
response from July 10, 2025 to August 11, 2025, submitted to The Clerk.

Main Document

Jul 08 2025 Motions to extend the time to file a response are granted and the time is
extended to and including August 11, 2025, for all respondents.

Jul 10 2025 Brief of respondents Vet Voice Foundation, et al. in support filed.

Main Document  Proof of Service  Certificate of Word Count

Jul 10 2025 Brief amici curiae of Center for Election Confidence, Inc., et al. filed.

Main Document  Certificate of Word Count  Proof of Service

Jul 10 2025 Brief amici curiae of District of Columbia, et al. filed.

Main Document  Proof of Service  Certificate of Word Count

Aug 11 2025 Brief of respondents Republican National Committee, et al. in opposition filed.

Main Document  Proof of Service  Certificate of Word Count
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https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364480/20250703213146678_Final%20Watson%20v.%20RNC%20letter%202025.07.01.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364483/20250703221039663_Watson%20v.%20RNC%20-%20Motion%20for%20BIO%20Extension.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364930/20250710151312285_No.%2024-1260_Response%20in%20Support%20of%20Petition.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364930/20250710151329642_No.%2024-1260_Proof%20of%20Service.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364930/20250710151321285_No.%2024-1260_Certificate%20of%20Compliance.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364840/20250710101559188_Amicus%20Brief.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364840/20250710101616616_24-1260%20Certificate%20of%20Compliance%20PDFA.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364840/20250710101622406_24-1260%20Affidavit%20PDFA.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364902/20250710142319759_Multistate%20Amicus%20Brief_Watson%20v.%20RNC_Final.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364902/20250710142454825_No.%2024-1260%20OAG%20DC%20COS.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/364902/20250710142425423_No.%2024-1260%20OAG%20DC%20COC.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/369359/20250811123444959_Watson%20v.%20RNC%20-%20Cert%20Petition%20BIO%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/369359/20250811123459001_No.%2024-1260%20Consovoy%20McCarthy%20PLLC%20COS.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/369359/20250811123453076_No.%2024-1260%20Consovoy%20McCarthy%20PLLC%20COC.pdf


Aug 11 2025 Brief of respondent Libertarian Party of Mississippi in opposition filed.

Main Document  Proof of Service  Certificate of Word Count

Aug 25 2025 Reply of petitioner Michael Watson filed. (Distributed)

Main Document  Proof of Service  Certificate of Word Count

Aug 27 2025 DISTRIBUTED for Conference of 9/29/2025.

Sep 03 2025 Response Requested. (Due October 3, 2025)

Sep 24 2025 Letter of September 24, 2025 from counsel for respondents Justin Wetzel, et al.
filed.

Main Document

Sep 26 2025 Waiver of the 14-day waiting period for the distribution of the petition pursuant
to Rule 15.5 filed by petitioner.

Main Document

Oct 01 2025 DISTRIBUTED for Conference of 10/17/2025.

Nov 03 2025 DISTRIBUTED for Conference of 11/7/2025.
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https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/369327/20250811101542560_250806a%20BIO%20for%20efiling.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/369327/20250811101637016_Affidavit%20of%20Service.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/369327/20250811101600491_Certificate%20of%20Word%20Count%20Compliance.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/370612/20250825132757269_No.%2024-1260%20Reply%20re%20Certiorari.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/370612/20250825132829293_No.%2024-1260%20Reply%20COS.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/370612/20250825132815297_No.%2024-1260%20Reply%20COC.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/377941/20250925172137558_Harris%20Scott%209.24.25.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/378012/20250926131308355_No.%2024-1260%20Rule%2015.5%20Letter.pdf


Nov 10 2025 Petition GRANTED.

Nov 20 2025 Motion for an extension of time to file the briefs on the merits filed.

Main Document

Nov 20 2025 Motion to dispense with printing the joint appendix filed by petitioner Michael
Watson.

Main Document  Proof of Service

Dec 01 2025 Motion to extend the time to file the joint appendix and petitioner's brief on the
merits is extended to and including January 2, 2026. The time to file
respondents' briefs on the merits is extended to and including February 9, 2026.

Dec 15 2025 Motion to dispense with printing the joint appendix filed by petitioner GRANTED.

Attorneys

Attorneys for Petitioner

Scott Grant Stewart
Counsel of Record

Mississippi Attorney General's Office
P.O. Box 220
Jackson, MS 39205-0220
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https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/385245/20251120090618873_No.%2024-1260%20Extension%20Letter.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/385246/20251120092108281_No.%2024-1260%20Motion%20to%20Dispense%20with%20Joint%20Appendix.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/24/24-1260/385246/20251120092126453_No.%2024-1260%20COS%20re%20Motion%20to%20Dispense%20with%20Joint%20Appendix.pdf


scott.stewart@ago.ms.gov
Ph: (601) 359-3680

Party name: Michael Watson

Attorneys for Respondents

Gilbert Charles Dickey
Counsel of Record

Consovoy McCarthy, PLLC
1600 Wilson Boulevard
Suite 700
Arlington, VA 22209

gilbert@consovoymccarthy.com
Ph: (703) 243-9423

Party name: Republican National Committee, Mississippi Republican Party, James Perry, and
Matthew Lamb

Marc Erik Elias
Counsel of Record

Elias Law Group LLP
250 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20001

eliasm@elias.law
Ph: (202) 968-4490

Party name: Vet Voice Foundation and Mississippi Alliance for Retired Americans
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Timothy Charles Holleman
Counsel of Record

Boyce Holleman & Associates
1720 23rd Ave/Boyce Holleman Blvd
Gulfport, MS 39501

tim@boyceholleman.com
Ph: 2282973142

Party name: Justin Wetzel, Toni Jo Diaz, Becky Payne, Barbara Kimball, Christine Brice, and
Carolyn Handler

T. Russell Nobile
Counsel of Record

Judicial Watch, Inc.
P.O. Box 6592
Gulfport, Mississippi, MS 39506

rnobile@judicialwatch.org
Ph: (202) 527-9866

Party name: Libertarian Party of Mississippi

Other Attorneys

Christopher E. Mills
Counsel of Record

Spero Law LLC
557 East Bay Street #22251
Charleston, SC 29413
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cmills@spero.law
Ph: 8436060640

Party name: Center for Election Confidence, Inc., Restoring Integrity and Trust in Elections,
Inc., and Honest Elections Project

Caroline Sage Van Zile
Counsel of Record

Attorney General for the District of Columbia
Office of the Solicitor General
400 6th Street, NW, Suite 8100
Washington, DC 20001

caroline.vanzile@dc.gov
Ph: (202) 724-6609

Party name: District of Columbia and 19 States
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