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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
For the 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

ORLANDO DIVISION 

? 

BEFAITHFUL COKER, 

MINOR CHILD V. COKER, : 

AND MINOR CHILD M. COKER oan 

3 99-tv- S\G~ ma-Le 2 

Plaintiffs, CASE NO. 622-€V-854- RBD-LEP.. 

6
4
:
 

VS. 

SLYVESTER WARREN, II, individually and collectively, 
JUSTICE AND EQUALITY COALITION, INCORPORATED, 
collectively, 

CITY COUNCIL OF LAKE CITY FLORIDA, individually and 
collectively; 
JAKE HILL, individually and in his official capacity, 
EUGENE JEFFERSON, individually and in his official capacity, 
CHRISTOPHER TODD SAMPSON, individually and in his official 

capacity, 

STEPHEN WITT, individually and in his official capacity, 
AUDREY SIKES, in her official capacity as CITY CLERK OF LAKE 
CITY, and DEPUTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS FOR COLUMBIA 
COUNTY 
TOMI BROWN, in her official capacity as COLUMBIA COUNTY 

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 
FRED KOBERLEIN JR., individually and and in his official capacity, 
for the CITY OF LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
KOBERLEIN LAW OFFICE 
ROBINSON, KEENON, AND KENDROW, PA 
JOEL FOREMAN, individually and in his official capacity as 

Attorney for COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS, and Attorney for COLUMBIA COUNTY 

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
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COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Ronald Williams, individually and in his official capacity 
LAKE CITY - Columbia County Chamber of Commerce 
STEVE SMITH, in his individual capacity 
NORTHEAST FLORIDA NEWSPAPER, LLC. aka LAKE CITY 
REPORTER, 
TODD WILSON, individually, 
STEPHEN DOUGLAS, individually, 
GLENNEL BOWDEN, individually, 
VANESSA GEORGE, individually, 
NATHAN GAMBLES III, individually, 
KRIS ROBINSON, individually, 
DAVID FINA, in his official capacity as Judge of the Third Circuit 
Judicial Court, and 

FLORIDA SECRETARY OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS. 

Defendants. 

NDED TATED COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiffs brings this suit pursuant to 52 U.S.C. §10301 

seeking injunctive declaratory judgment and with request for an 

Observer, 42 U.S.C. §1983 seeking declaratory judgment declaring 

certain policies and practices of the Defendants, and their agents 

and employees, to be unconstitutional under the Fourth and 

Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, and in 

violation of the certain Civil Rights of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 

2006, together with an award of damages associated with those
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unconstitutional policies and practices and Whistleblower 

Protection Improvement Act of 2021. Plaintiffs also bring several 

state law claims pursuant to the supplemental jurisdiction of this 

Court. Plaintiffs further seek an award of damages, Consent Decree, 

costs and a declaration of rights. 

VENUE 

1. Venue is in the Middle District of Florida, Orlando Division 

since the policies and acts complained of are those of 

Defendants who either reside or have a principal place of 

business in Lake City, Columbia, Putnam, or Leon County, the 

geographical area of Orlando provides neutrality. 

PARTIES 

2. Plaintiffs 

a. BEFAITHFUL COKER (hereinafter “Plaintiff B. Coker”) 
PO Box 15 
Lake City, FL 32056 
386.697.6075 
befaithfulcoker@gmail.com 

b. V. COKER is the minor child of BEFAITHFUL COKER 
(hereinafter “Plaintiffs V. Coker’) 
PO Box 15 
Lake City, FL 32056 
386.697.6075 
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befaithfulcoker@gmail.com 

c. M. COKER is the minor child of BEFAITHFUL COKER 
(hereinafter “Plaintiffs M. Coker”) 
PO Box 15 
Lake City, FL 32056 
386.697.6075 
befaithfulcoker@gmail.com 

3. DEFENDANTS 

a. SYLVESTER WARREN III, 
(hereinafter “Defendant Warren III”) 
930 Joe Coney Street 
Lake City, FL 32055 

123 NE Bradley Terrace 
Lake City, FL 32055 

b. JUSTICE AND EQUALITY COALITION , INCORPORATED 
Incorporated on July 31, 2020 in the State of Florida 
(hereinafter “Defendant Agents Equality”) 
930 Joe Coney Street 
Lake City, FL 32055 

Registered Agent: 
Sylvester Warren III 

c. AUDREY SIKES 
Clerk of the City of Lake City Council 
(hereinafter “Defendant Clerk”) 
Deputy Supervisor of Election 
(hereinafter “Defendant Deputy Supervisor”) 
233 NW Overflow Lake Drive 
Lake City, FL 32055 
386.755.2130 
sikesa@|cfla.com
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d. CITY COUNCIL OF LAKE CITY FLORIDA 
(hereinafter “Defendant City Council”) 
% City Clerk 
205 N. Marion Avenue 
Lake City, FL 32025 
386.755.2130 
ikesa@lc fe) 

e. CHRISTOPHER TODD SAMPSON 
Lake City Council 

(hereinafter “Defendant Sampson”) 
495 SW Lakeview AVE 
Lake City, FL 32025 
386.719.5756 

sampsont@lcfla.com 

f. JAKE HILL 
Lake City Council 
(hereinafter “Defendant Hill”) 
499 NW Dixie Avenue 
Lake City, FL 32025 
386.719.5756 

hillj@1cfla.com 

g. EUGENE JEFFERSON 
Lake City Council 
(hereinafter “Defendant Jefferson”) 
721 NE Center Avenue 
Lake City, FL 32025 
386.697.6803 
jeffersone@lcfla.com 

h. STEPHEN WITT 
Lake City Council 
(hereinafter “Defendant Witt”) 
1809 Sw Paloma Court 
Lake City, Fl 32025 
386.397.0824
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witts@Icfla.com 

i. FRED KOBERLEIN JR. 
(hereinafter “Defendant City Attorney”) 
909 NW Savannah Circle 
Lake City, Fl 32025 
386.365.5007 
fred@klolaw.com 

j. KOBERLEIN LAW OFFICE 
City of Lake City 
(hereinafter “Defendant Koberlein Law”) 
855 SW Baya Drive 

Lake City, FL 32025 
386.365.5007 

k. KRIS BRADSHAW ROBINSON 
Robinson, Keenon, and Kendrom, PA 
(hereinafter “Defendant Robinson”) 
655 NW Lona Loop 
Lake City, FL 32025 
KBR@RKKATTORNEYS.COM 
386.303.1605 

1. ROBINSON, KEENON, AND KENDROM, P.A. 
(hereinafter “Defendant RKK”) 
982 W. Duval Street 
Lake City, FL 32055 
386.755.1334 

m.DAVID FINA 
(hereinafter “Defendant Fina”) 
200 S. Ohio Avenue #104 
Live Oak, FL 32064 

14146 92nd Trail 

Live Oak, FL 32060
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n. TOMI BROWN 
Supervisor of Elections - Columbia County, Florida 
(hereinafter “Defendant Brown”) 
vote@votecolumbia.com 
971 W. Duval Street, 102 

Lake City, FL 32055 
386.758.1026 

o. COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
% Chairman Rocky Ford 
(hereinafter “Defendant CCBCC”) 
135 NE Hernando Avenue, Suite 203 
Lake City, FL 32055 
386.758.2182 
becadmin@columbiacountyfla.com 

p. RONALD WILLIAMS 
Columbia County Board Of County Commissioners 
(hereinafter “Defendant Williams”) 
440 Nw Winfield St 
Lake City, Fl 32055 
386.752.0158 
ron_williams@columbiacountyfla.com 

q. STEPHEN DOUGLAS 
(hereinafter “Defendant Douglas”) 
205 SE Butler Glenn 
Lake City, FL 32025 

r. JOEL FLETCHER FOREMAN 
County Attorney - Columbia County Board of County 
Commissioners 
(hereinafter “Defendant Foreman”) 
137 NW Madison Street 
Lake City, FL 32025 
386.984.0627 
joel@foreman.law
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s. NORTHEAST FLORIDA NEWSPAPERS, LLC 
DBA LAKE CITY REPORTER 
DBA CNI NEWS 
(hereinafter “Lake City Reporter”) 
1825 St. Johns Avenue 
Palatka, FL 32177 

t. TODD WILSON 
(hereinafter “Defendant Wilson”) 
126 NW Irish Glenn 
Lake City, FL 32055 
twilson@lakecityreporter.com 

u. GLENNELL BOWDEN 

Advisory Council Member 
City of Lake City 
Fireman Pension Trust Fund 
1156 Ne Bascom Norris 

Lake City, Fl 32025 

Advisor Council Member 
Columbia County Board of County Commissioners 
(hereinafter “Defendant Bowden” 

v. VANESSA GEORGE 
Treasurer ~ Defendants Agents Equality 
City Manager - Town of White Springs 
(hereinafter “Defendant George”) 
930 Joe Coney Street 

Lake City, FL 32055 

w. NATHAN GAMBLES 
Vice President - Defendants Agents Equality 
(hereinafter “Defendant Gambles III” 
318 NW Mathews Street 

Lake City, FL 32055 

5711 Crowntree Lane 

Orlando, FL 32029
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x. LAKE CITY, COLUMBIA COUNTY CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
(hereinafter “Defendant Chamber” 
162 S. Marion Avenue 

Registered Agent: Joseph O’Hearn 
Lake City, FL 32025 

y. STEVE SMITH 
377 NW Lona Loop 
Lake City, FL 32025 

z. SECRETARY OF STATE 
(hereinafter “Defendant Secretary” 
RA Gray Building 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Plaintiffs satisfied the notice requirements of §768.28(6) Fla.Stat. by 

notifying Defendants by letter dated April 15, 2022. 

JURISDICTION 

4. Federal Question jurisdiction pursuant to: 

a. 28 U.S.C. §1331 to hear cases arising under the 

Constitution of the United States, under 28 U.S.C. 

§1343(3) to redress the deprivation under color of state 

law of any right, privilege or immunity secured by the 

Constitution. This Court is authorized under 28 U.S.C. 

§1343(4) to award damages and secure other relief for the 

invasion of civil rights.
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9. This Complaint seeks injunctive declaratory relief to address 

violations of the Plaintiffs’ rights, privileges and immunities 

under the Constitution of the United States and pursuant to: 

a. 52 U.S.C. §§10301 and 10308, and Rule 65, Fed.R.Civ.P. 

28. This Court is authorized to award damages for 

violation of Plaintiffs' constitutional rights under 52 

U.S.C. §§10301 and 10310. 

6. This Complaint seeks declaratory relief to address violations of 

the Plaintiffs' rights, privileges and immunities under the 

Constitution of the United States and Title 42 U.S.C. §§§1983, 

1985, and 1988, specifically seeking redress for the 

deprivation under color of state statute, ordinance, regulation, 

custom or usage of rights, privileges, and immunities secured 

by the Constitution and laws of the United States. The rights 

sought to be protected in this cause of action arise and are 

secured under the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments to the 

Constitution. 

7. This Complaint seeks declaratory judgments and relief 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§2201 and 2202, and Rule 65, 

Fed.R.Civ.P. 28.This Court is authorized to award damages for 

10
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violation of Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights under 42 U.S.C. 

§§1983 and 1985. 

8. This Complaint seeks relief and declaratory judgments and 

grant further relief pursuant to the Whistleblower Protection 

Improvement Act of 2021. 

9.This Complaint seeks relief under the supplemental 

jurisdiction jurisdiction this Court holds over Plaintiffs' state 

law claims pursuant to: 

a. 28 U.S.C. §§§1366, 1367, and 1391(b). 

b. Florida Sunshine Law - 286.011. 

c. Florida Election Code FS §Title IX - 

d. Florida Formation of Municipalities Act FS §Title XII. 

e. WhistleBlower Act of FS 112.3187. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

10. Plaintiff B. Coker resides in Lake City, Florida and has from 

1974 to 1990 and 2009 to present. The latter of which dates she 

has been an outspoken community activist who devotes much of 

her time and attention to issues affecting the quality of life for 

young and elderly citizens; with a special interest to the impact of 

crime on education, leadership development, and racial harmony 

11
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within Columbia County. 

11. Plaintiffs V. Coker has resided in Lake City, Florida from age 

four (2009) to present and is an aspiring youth leader for the ten 

years preceding 2022, attending and speaking in regular intervals 

at public meetings including but not limited to the City Council of 

Lake City, and did so on January 4, 2021, January 19, 2021, 

October 13, 2021, October 26, 2021, November i, 2021, and 

November 8, 2021. 

12, Plaintiffs M. Coker has resided in Lake City, Florida from birth 

(2012) to present, attending and speaking on occasional intervals at 

public meetings including but not limited to of the City Council of 

Lake City, and did so on January 4, 2021 and January 19, 2021, 

2021, October 13, 2021, October 26, 2021, November 1, 2021, and 

November 8, 2021. 

13. Plaintiffs V. Coker attended Belmont Academy Charter School 

from 2016 - December, 2021, was an honor roll student, served as 

President of the National Junior Honor Society for two years, the 

President of the Performing Arts Club, recipient of the NJHS Youth 

Leadership Scholarship in 2021, member of Mensa Gifted Youth 

Honor Society, member of Intertel Gifted Youth Program, Vice 

12
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President of the Ambassador Leadership Council, Honorary 

Mentioned Prudential Scholarship, and volunteered in excess of two 

hundred service hours between 2016 to 2021 between school and 

the community. 

14. Plaintiff M. Coker attended Belmont Academy Charter School 

from 2016 - December, 2021, where he was actively involved in 

school activities and youth clubs while participating in events and 

activities within the community. 

15. Plaintiff B. Coker actively volunteered in classrooms, youth 

clubs, served on School Advisory Council, PTO, and regularly 

contributed where needed throughout the Belmont Academy 

Charter School from 2016 to December 2021 when the minor 

children could no longer be safeguarded in school. 

16. Section 2.46 of the Lake City Code of Ordinances has been in 

place since 1968 and it bars “Any person from making personal, 

impertinent, or slanderous remarks or becoming boisterous while 

addressing the City Council to include yelling or making audible 

comments from the audience........ ” with penalty to include removal, 

arrest, and ban (“Rules of Decorum”) 

17. In addition the Rules of Decorum are defined in Resolution, 

13
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printed on the Agenda of each meeting, and verbalized by the Mayor 

at the commencement of each meeting. 

18. On January 4, 2021 and January 19, 2021 the Plaintiffs 

attended the regular scheduled meeting of the Lake City Council 

and witnessed Defendant Hill vote for the City of Lake City to enter 

a Lease with the George & Warren Foundation at a nominal rate of 

$1.00 per month on claims that white organizations were extended 

the discount without stating he held a conflict because his spouse 

sat as a member of the Board of Directors of the same organization. 

19. On or about February 2, 221 Plaintiff B. Coker did become a 

Whistleblower and report the actions of Defendants City Council, 

Hill, and Jefferson along with official letters written by the 

Defendants City Council, Hill, Jefferson, and Williams along with 

other local officials and members of the Florida Bar to request that 

Defendant Warren III be released early from his obligation of federal 

probation services. Exhibit A 

20. Defendant Hill defended his actions to approve the nominal 

lease to an organization under false pretenses, as necessity of 

fighting racial injustice and further admitted on January 4, 2021 

and again on January 19, 2021; a scheme to give the appearance of 

14
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a not for profit daycare facility owned and operated by a convicted 

felon, to be intertwined with the George & Warren Foundation to 

give the appearance of being its parent company. The owner 

operator Lavelle George is quoted as saying, “Lollipop is just the 

brand that collects money and the true owner is the George & 

Warren Foundation.” 

21. Defendant Hill did announce at a public meeting the names of 

the individuals who had filed Ethics Complaints against him and 

opined his actions were rendered to balance racial inequality, 

neglecting to disclose his spouse was a member of the board of 

directors of George and Warren Foundation on the date he 

advocated for the nominal rent and voted to extend the Lease to the 

George and Warren Foundation at a rate that would prevent citizens 

of Lake City from the benefit protecting the financial interest of 

Lake City, inciting racial tension and harmful threats to all in 

opposition. 

22. On February 1, 2021 the Rules of Decorum were in effect 

when Plaintiffs V. Coker at age fifteen addressed the City Council to 

extend appreciation for their participation and Black History Month 

and when she returned to the podium to express appreciation to 

15
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the Chief of Police for her leadership. 

23. The Rules of Decorum were in effect while Defendants George, 

Warren III, and Bowden along with other adults in the room did 

slander, make boisterous screams, and yell obscenities to Plaintiffs 

V. Coker. 

24. Defendants Witt, Hill, Sampson, Jefferson, and Koberlein sat 

watching and did not enforce the Rules of Decorum in Section 2.47 

of the Lake City Code. 

25. On January 19, 2021, Plaintiff B. Coker was at a regular 

meeting of the Lake City Council when Defendant Hill provided 

perjured information to the public that he had been harrassed by 

members of law enforcement and citing white citizens lacked 

empathy to incite racial disharmony, causing threat and 

intimidation to all in opposition. 

26. On April 13, 2021, Plaintiff B. Coker did become a 

Whistleblower and disclose publicly the video footage of the actual 

encounter Defendant Hill referenced in his miscommunicated 

attempt to incite hate, bigotry, and vitriol against law enforcement 

when in fact the video footage showed Defendant Hill commit 

assault and battery against members of law enforcement 

16
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(https: //youtu.be/vx9wM8jgSEE). 

27. Plaintiff B. Coker did become a Whistleblower and disclose to 

local, state, and federal officials that Defendants City of Lake City, 

Witt, Jefferson, Hill, and Sampson did in violation of its Charter 

terminate the employment of the City Manager Joseph Helfenberger, 

reinstate a terminated employee Ami Fields, and install the 

terminated employee Ami Fields to Acting City Manager knowing 

her application for employment was perjured and the potential 

harm the constituents would incur employing an individual whose 

recent employment as a bus driver and owner of a janitorial service 

company did not meet the requirements of a City Manager. 

28. Plaintiff B. Coker became a Whistleblower after reporting to 

Defendant Koberlein that Defendants City Council encouraged by 

Defendant Sampson misrepresented information to citizens and 

Defendant City Council to illegally terminate City Manager and 

make a replacement with a terminated Director of Human 

Resources based on misrepresentation of Defendants Sampson and 

Hill and submission of a fraudulent application, resume, and 

references to the City of Lake City to gain employment. 

29. On May 12, 2021, Plaintiff B.Coker met with Defendant 

17
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Sampson, to discuss among other things concerns of increased 

criminal activity within the city limits under the guise of business 

ventures that by citizens the City of Lake City was exempting from 

requirements to hold Business/Occupational licenses that could 

quite possibly eliminate the these occurrences through 

enforcement. 

30. On June 21, 2021, Plaintiffs sought information from 

Defendants Sampson and Sikes under the FOIA in accordance to 

Lake City Charter and reported suspected criminal activity by 

business owners who were in non compliance of the municipal 

charter including businesses owned by Defendants Sampson, 

Warren III, Sikes, Gambles, Bowden, and other appointed members 

to municipal boards. 

31. On June 21, 2021, Plaintiff B. Coker sought information 

under the FOIA from Defendants Sampson and Sikes requesting 

details and requesting disclosure of the required financial reports of 

Defendant Sampson. 

32. On June 22, 2021, Defendants Agents, Warren III, George, and 

Gambles along with Defendant Bowden through their individual 

and collective social media identity Agents for Equality, did display 

18
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posts to include the home address of the Plaintiffs with disparaging, 

debasing statements of a graphic sexual nature, slanderous 

statements alleging false identity of the biological father of the two 

minor children, allegations of prostitution, deceitful 

characterizations and claims that actions purported by Plaintiff B. 

Coker including those of Plaintiffs V. and M Coker (minor children) 

were of those similar to “Uncle Tom " and intended to deprive and 

harm the “Black” community and encouraged citizens to treat the 

minor children of Plaintiff B. Coker as adults. 

33. Defendants Agents Equality and Warren III authored and 

displayed in public posts claiming the unsolved murder of Plaintiff 

B. Coker’s brother on June 15, 2018 resulted from acts of local law 

enforcement officials. A murder being investigated by local law 

enforcement and assigned to Third Circuit States Attorney John 

Durrett, who was Assistant States Attorney at the time of the 

victim’s death. 

34. At a community meeting attended by public citizens and 

elected officials including, the Defendant Warren III and the Third 

Circuit States Attorney John Durrett, did Defendant Warren III 

publicly demand the presence of the Third Circuit States Attorney 

19
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John Durret, at the personal residence of Defendant Warren III in 

Lake City, Florida to which the Third Circuit States Attorney J ohn 

Durrett did obliged accompanied by Donald Kennedy. 

35. Plaintiff B. Coker and members of the public repeatedly 

requested Defendants City Council enforce its Rule of Decorum and 

bar citizens from slanderous, loud, and boisterous comments 

culminating into public threats and intimidation to prevent the 

access of all to democracy and such request were made to and 

denied from the Third Circuit States Attorney John Durret directly 

and the Third Circuit Court of Columbia County. 

36. On July 21, 2021 B. Plaintiff B. Coker and another citizen 

met with States Attorney Durrett from the Third Judicial Circuit 

Office of State's Attorney seeking protection to exercise democracy 

without threat of harm at public meetings againsts Defendants 

Warren III, Bowden, George, and Gambles and was told no 

protection was available through the Office of the States Attorney to 

citizens who chose to speak at public meetings. 

37. Judge David Fina of the Third Circuit Court of Columbia 

County, Florida denied Plaintiffs protection from the escalating 

course of conduct by Defendants Warren III, George, Gambles and 

20
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their entourage, through Petitions For Injunction for Protection 

Against Stalking Cyberstalking were filed in the Third Judicial 

Circuit Court of Columbia County, Florida on July 21, 2021 in 

cases numbered 2021-173-DV; 2021-174-DV; 2021-175-2021-175 

that were all denied along with the Supplemental Affidavit In 

Support of Petition for Injunction for Protection Against Stalking by 

the Honorable Judge David Fina of Suwannee County without a 

Hearing on July 30, 2021 and sought appellate review to the Denied 

Injunctions dated August 5, 2021 in the First District Court of 

Appeals. 

38. Plaintiff B. Coker became a Whistleblower on September 1, 

2021, making additional reports of the violations to the municipal 

charter by Defendant Sampson and did make such reports to local, 

state, and federal officials. 

39. Defendant Sampson retaliated against Plaintiff B. Coker with 

slander and defamation to Plaintiff B. Coker to constituents of 

Plaintiff B. Coker including staff and teachers at the place where 

both Plaintiffs V. Coker and M. Coker attended school with the 

children of Defendant Sampson. 

40. On September 9, 2021, the City Council of Lake City, Florida 

21
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(the “Council”) announced the approved resignation of Councilman 

Chris Green who served District 14. 

41. On October 9, 2021, Plaintiff B. Coker again acted as a 

Whistleblower and informed local, state, and federal authorities that 

non-qualifying persons with felony convictions were seeking to hold 

public office on the Lake City Council. 

42. Defendant Sikes advised there was no provision in the Lake 

City Charter that would prevent a convicted felon from holding 

public office and Defendant Sikes did inform Defendant Bowden of 

Plaintiff B. Coker’s request. 

43. Defendants Agents Equality, Warren III, Gambles III, George 

and Bowden did obtain and publish the requests on social media 

along with defaming and slanderous statements of Plaintiff B. 

Coker. 

44. On October 13, 2021 Defendant City Council attempted to 

select Defendant Douglas to fill the vacant seat in District 14 using 

a secret bailot that Defendant City Council voted to redo at its 

regularly scheduled meeting on October 18, 2021 following 

proceedings initiated in the Third Circuit Judicial Court of 

Columbia County in Case No. CA-2021-268 by Plaintiff B. Coker on 

22
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October 16, 2021. 

45. On October 26, 2021 Defendant City Council corrected the 

defaulted attempt to select Defendant Douglas and after five failed 

attempts selected Plaintiff B. Coker in open sunshine as 

representative of District 14 in a 3 to 1 vote with Defendant 

Sampson being the only council member voting in opposition. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2021 

Lake City Reporter 
LAKECTIYREPORIER. COM 

City council goes with Coker 

| YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1874 | $1.00 

New mecting leads to 
new appointment to 
fill vacant seat. 

Sy TOMY BRITT 
fortteckertyreporter cont 

Afier Eve failed voles 
Tuesday night, the Lake City 
Council finally has its newest 
member, Befaithful Coker. 

“I'm ready to get to work." 
Appearing to be sweptup 

by emoticon, Coker hiugeed 
several people and shook 
hands with others after her 
selection became offcial ta 
£0 the vacant District 14 neat 
os the council She will be 
sworn in at the council's next 
rneeting, which ia Monday. 
She was ane of three reai- 

denia hoping to get appoint 
cd to the post — which was 

4 vacaed when Chris Circene 
Sept 9 — along resigned 

with Ricky Jcenigan and ago. 
Stephen Douglas. Abbie 

Chasteen, who previously 
turned in mperwork seck- 

ing the post, withdrew from 
consideralion before the 
menting. 
A constant presence al 

city mectings over the years, 

were pertinent to ihe city, 
even before she sought clec- 
lion for the past three years 

"We worth il,” she said. 

“I'm ready to go to work. Sve 
been ready lo go to work, | 
Bettye Lane is not an casy 
woman lv follow. Having her 
that [ am following behind, 
those arv huge Jontstepa. it's 
a lot of responsibility, but it |” 
takes a lot of responsibility 

city officials were instruct 
ed fo revisit the meeting | 

Befatthful Coker (right) stands witts het two chil- 
| OT? cornruadon/A Pren, Victoria and Michael, in the council chambers. 

from two weeks ego, when 
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CITY 
Contnued FromiA 

Douglas was selected, but 
Never sworn in. 
The second meeting on 

the appointment came afler 
Coker filed a lawsuit against 
the council, contending its 
process to select Douglas 
was illegal The lawsuit is 

Douglas was selected 
after council members, 

Council members went 
one round with each candi- 

date getting a motion and 
2 second to claim the posi- 
tion, but each motion failed 
because tie. City officials 
earlier in the meeting said 
they would select the coun- 
cil member based nomina- 
tion and majority of votes to 
claim the post 

City Attorney Fred 
Koberlein suggested the 
council suspend the rules, 
in order to select 2 candi. 

unable to make a motion date. 
and reach a consensus on 
one candidate, wenl to a 
ranking system where 
Douglas came oul on top. 

In the lawsuil, Coker 
called the ranking system 
a “secret ballot” and said 
she never got to ace the 

Tuesday night she had 
to sit in the audience and 
watch the drama unfold 
before she was selected as 
the District 14 representa- 
tive. 

After a motion for 
Jernigan failed with a 22 
tie, a motion for Douglas 
met the same 2-2 fate. 
Thea, a motion for 

Coker was adopted by a 
2-1 margin with councilman 
Todd Sampson casting the 
dissenting vote. Mayor 
Stephen Witt, who previ- 
ously voted against Coker, 
cast the deciding vote. 

“I think Bea is a great 
person, very qualified and 
I support her,” Witt said 

following the mecting. “I 
think she was my second 
pick in the original selec- 
tion and so I think she'll be 

their final nomination, there 
were five rounds where no 
candidate was selected due 
to 2-2 voling tiex, 

“I stepped thinking,” 
Coker said. “It had to pisy 
out” 

She said she thinks 

was 
glad to see the council 
members were open to 
receiving Koberlein's guid- 
ance during Tuesday's 
meeting. 
“They (council) listened 

to the people,” Coker said 
of the meeting's direction. 
“The people came out, 
they spoke and the council 
heard them. The selection 
of District 14 {(representa- 
tive) was significant. I think 
that's what the citizens 
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spoke to and the council 
responded, 
“We only had four city 

councilman doing the pro- 
cess, we had very good 
candidates, they were 
very qualified and they 
were very interested in the 
job,” Witt said. “} think it 
was a good process even 
though it maybe didn't look 
as smooth os some people 
would have liked, but the 
fact that there was people 
supporting cach one shaws 
the consideration cach 
councilman gave to it.” 
Witt said he thinks the 
process to select a District 
14 candidate at Tuesday’s 
Mecling was 2 good one. 

"It was a compromise,” 
he said. “Everybody didn't 
get who they wanted, but 
I think we were fine with 
any one of the three. I think 
the city will be well repro. 
sented and the other thing 
is this is the year for the 
election, so everybody can 
run.” 

46. On October 26, 2021 Defendant City Council through its chair 

and Mayor Defendant Witt made perfectly clear Plaintiff B. Coker 

had been duly appointed with the only act remaining was the Oath 

of Office. 

47. On October 27, 2021 Defendant Sampson emailed Defendant 

Koberlein seeking a method to prevent Plaintiff B. Coker from being 

seated on October 27, 2021 and using Defendants Koberlein and 

Sikes as liaisons did communicate to Defendant City Council the 

desire to prevent Plaintiffs from being seated. Exhibit B 

48. After learning on October 27, 2021 that a Motion for 
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Reconsideration was not an option to undo the vote appointing 

Plaintiff B. Coker to the City Council, Defendant Sampson 

instructed and Defendant Sikes complied with his request to inform 

other members of council of his attempts to undo the vote and a 

Motion for Reconsideration was not longer an option 

49. On October 27, 2021 Defendant Koberlein informed Defendant 

Sampson that he was willing to discuss other options to achieve his 

desired outcome. 

90. Defendant Sikes knew Plaintiff B. Coker was duly appointed 

and scheduled onboarding process to provide Plaintiff B. Coker with 

required paperwork, medical and life insurance benefits, council 

member training. 

Sl. Defendant Sikes did receive the Oath of Office by Plaintiff B. 

Coker on November 1, 2021 prior to the ministerial function of the 

ceremony where Plaintiffs V. and M. Coker would be present to hold 

the Bible during the installation ceremony. 

92. On November 1, 2021, Plaintiff B. Coker arrived at the 

regularly scheduled meeting of the Lake City Council with her two 

minor children Plaintiffs V. Coker and M. Coker along with friends 

and family members that were both local and traveling abroad and 
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Plaintiffs Witt, Jefferson, Hill, Sampson, and Koberlein did sit 

without an objection a point of order or without a request that 

boisterous, slanderous and defaming statements be made by 

Defendants Bowden, Warren III, and George of claims that Plaintiff 

B. Coker was a prostitute, incapable of managing her financial 

affairs, possessed criminal background and other demeaning 

characterizations that were each untrue, defaming, and without the 

requisite background before Defendant Hill announced he had a 

change of heart due to Plaintiff B. Coker possessing a “background” 

without any opportunity of due process to Plaintiff B. Coker. 

03. The City Charter requires that an oath be filed with the City 

Clerk in order to assume office. Article V, Section 513 of the Lake 

City Charters reads: 

Every officer of the city, before entering upon the duties of his 

office, take and subscribe to an oath of affirmation to be filed 

and kept in the office of the City Clerk; which oath shall be in 

the form prescribed for state officers by the Constitution of the 

State. 

94. Florida Statute 876.05 requires that all public employees, 

including city council members are required to take an oath before 
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any person duly authorized to take acknowledgements of 

instruments for public records in the state. Section (2) requires 

that the oath be filed with the records of the governing official or 

employing governmental agency.FS 876.05 applies to municipal 

officers via 876.09 which states the provisions of 876.05 applies to 

officers of cities. 

55. The Plaintiff B. Coker was properly selected by the City 

Council to fill the vacancy in District 14 at the special meeting held 

on October 26," 2021, and officially assumed that office when she 

signed the oath of office, had it notarized, and submitted it to the 

City Clerk on November 1, 2021. This act was the all that was 

required under Section 513 of the City Charter and Florida Statute 

876.05. Once the Plaintiff B. Coker filed her Oath with the City 

Clerk, the only action available to the City Commission was for the 

Plaintiff B. Coker to be seated as the City Council Member for 

District 14. 
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Lake City Reporter 

No seat for Coker either 
Council split on her 

Ntment; special 
Meeting set for Monday. 

By TONY BRITT 
ektets tectyrepertar.com 

The Lake City Council is 
down to its final strike. 
Twice, the council has 

hekl special mectiags to 
appoint a District 14 repre. 

sentative, only to bark out 
when it came ime to swear 
the candidate in. 

uled for 6 pm. Monday as 
city officials atiempt, for Lhe 
third time, to fill the vacant 
council seat. 
Manday ereniog, 

Bcfaithful Coker, wha was 

. den to alow her to serve 

appornted by the council to 
serve in the post last week, 
‘was sct to be sworn in, 
when city officals atiempt- 5 
ing lo approve the resolu. \ 

in the posl, had a 22 vote, 
with Jake Hill Jr. and Todd 
Sampeon casting the dis- 
senting votes. 

Similarly, Stephen Counct ber Todd 
Sarapson {fron left}, Cty Gerk Audrey Sikes, Mayor Stephen Witt 

CITY conurnedon 6A and council member Jake Hill Usten to a speaker at the podium during Monday's meeting. 
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CITY 
Continued From tA 

Daugias, was appointed 2s 
the District 14 represen- 
tate fast manth oniy tn 
succumb lo the same fate 
when cay officials failed 
to approve the resolutsan 
appointns him to the post 
During that meeting, 

Coker provided coun- 
cil members paperwork 
indxaling she kad filed a 
lawsail against the coun- 
cil for a Sunshine vacdaison 
for using 2 “secret balla’ 
in ranking the cinddzte-s 
where she was never 
alowed to see ibe ballots. 
That lawsuit = still pend- 
ing. 

During the public com- 
ment session of blanitay's 
meeting, Coker's past was 
a point of coniention 2 
Glened Bowden, a commu- 
nity activist and former 
cauncziman, said Coker 
bed previausly been 
wrested am] had fied for 
bankruptcy in two séates. 
Bowden said he didnt 
believe she should serve 
as the Destract 14 council 

edy" and “totsd teermoil.” 
“C bave no shame for 

who | 2m and make oo 
excuses lo blame any- 
one or anything,” Coker 
wrole. “| am not ashamed 
of using Ingel remechies to 
live, that’s what our cily 
nerds. Peaple who have 

real life 
cxperi- 
ence and 
respect 
the laws 
zod  aspi- 
rations 
of others. 

within legal boundarics.” 
Shawn Holmgren, a 

local resident, said if 

Coker’s past could dsqual- 
ify ber from holding the 
post, ibe councd should 
look at everyone's past. 

Afler hezrmy the mfar- 
motion, Hill changed bs 
vute zhout supporting 
Coker, The councilman 
dso informed Holmgren 
that be has never been 
arresied, but has bern 
invalved wilh a “run-in” 
wath the police. 
When councilman 

Evgene Jefferson made 
the molion to adopt the 
resofution for Caker 
serve as Lhe [sirict td 
representative, there was. 
a noticeable gap in time 
before Blayor Stepben 
Writ seconded the mobon. 
Hil, as he bad already 
sud he intended to do, 
and Sampson both cast 
“No” votes, 

However, with aty alfi- 
cials allempling to 
the post within Ww days 
as required by the city 
charter, the city has 
scheduled the special 
menting Munday with 
Coker, Sepben Bougizs 
and Ricky Jernigan as 
the potentizi District 14 
appaintess. 

Chris Greene resigned 

from the District 14 postin 
carly Seplember. Monday 
is the Guth day since, the 
final day for the council to 
fli the vacancy. 
Sampson, the city 

council Déstrict 13 repro 
senlatire, sad he madre 

the motiun to go back 
and revisit selecting the 
District 14 representative 
wyrzin and hzve resolutions 
to appoint ithe person at the 
special meeting becuse 
thal would streamline the 
process. 

"C think after the reso. 
lution didn’t pass on Ms. 
Coker thet we needed to 
start ihe process again,” 
he said (allowing the meri 

ing. “Sa, my perspective is 
we have another mecling 

and at thal meeting have 
we have the resolutions 
preqared in adwance if 
that's possible, which they 
sid 11 wus possible, so xt 
that next merling we can 

Enalize everting in one 

meeting seting and oom. 
picte the process. 

“It seems like we bave 
a hig issue with approving 
things in a special meeting 
and then when il comes 
to a resolution, for what 
ever reason, we denie 
we're not going to do i,” 
Sampson continued, mot 
ing thal be spoke ta City 
Attorney Fred Koberdem 
and thought the council 
could vote an the reso 
lution for Daughs. “That 
resolution was tabled. [4 
was never defeaicd. To 

me that could be brought 
back, but [ think from the 

meeling 
where thzt 

A sul tzbied 
we would 
have 
support 
for that, 
because 

three people said ‘abso 
lutely nol” beczuse they 
were worried about the 
lawsvil” 
Witt ako spoke about 

the process that has 
aly officizis vesiting the 
appointment far a third 

nee been saying thai | 
lhought it was good pro. 
cess because we were 
working together, hui I 
think it's very unforiunate 
for the tan that have been 
nominated and yoled on to 
come wp here to be sworn 
in and for this to hzppen,” 
he said fnllowing the meet 
ing. “I'm not real happy 
thd that’s happened and I 

agrer fhal next time of wr 
do it, we need to pul same. 
body in, but I really feel 
bad that we've done that 
fo ben people and bartn't 
follownd throuzh.” 
Witt seemed hopeful 

that the councd would be 
abic io select a Dostrict 
14 repecseniative wih ils. 
third attempt to appoint 
someane to the post. 

“I hope we can resolve it 
with decorum and 2 good 
process,” fe said “I think 
2] three of them will be 
good and | think they all 
have good intentions, so 
hopedully we can finzsh the 
process.” 

Cokar 
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56. Between October 26, 2021 and November 1, 2021 Defendants 

Agents Equality, Warren III, Gambles III, and George did author 

what they characterized as public “legal advice” to Defendants City 

Council, Hill and Sampson to disregard its vote and do all that was 

possible to either delay or prevent Plaintiff B. Coker from being 

seated at all costs and instructing the Defendants Council to 

instead appoint candidate Ricky Jernigan. 

97. On November 1, 2021 Plaintiffs V. Coker at age fifteen and M. 

Coker at age eight sat in a packed room, for public attendance, 

while being aired live, and recorded for public viewing and listed 

with tears streaming down their face to a convicted Defendants 

Warren Ill, a convicted drug trafficker, Bowden a_ convicted 

murderer debased their mother without any opposition to the 

boisterous and slanderous comments by any member of the council 

or the attorney hired and paid for by constituents of Lake City 

inclusive of tax dollars. 

98. For the second time, Plaintiffs V. and M. Coker sat in tears in 

tears forced to hear the humiliation of their mother Plaintiff B. 

Coker being debased by an entourage of convicted felons disguised 

as concerned citizens without the Rules of Decorum being enforced. 
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99. Defendant City Council, Sikes, and Koberlein knew that 

Plaintiff B. Coker met every qualification to be selected and held no 

obstructions in her background after having served in the 

community as a Guardian ad Litem, school volunteer, attended 

graduate school, sat on numerous statewide boards, serving as a 

volunteer in public schools each requiring a criminal background 

check, and attended graduate school for an occupation where 

background checks were required. 

60. Defendant Koberlein did sit in silence as Defendants City 

Council employed the use of a Resolution as a requirement for 

Plaintiff B. Coker to be seated without explaining no such 

requirement existed. 

61. Defendants Koberlein, Sikes and Council sat as Defendant Hill 

reasoned he was changing his vote and support for Plaintiff B. 

Coker because she had a history of character flaws that others were 

unaware to Defendants Witt, Sampson, Jefferson and Hill himself 

fully aware that the current council membership consisted of a 

member convicted of DUI while in office, a member whose spouse 

was convicted of Voter Fraud in connection to his campaign while in 

office, a member who assaulted and battered law enforcement in a 
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viral video and later discharged a firearm at a minor child while in 

office, and members who bored to enrich organizations with public 

funds where either themselves or spouses served the organizations 

boards while in office. 

62. After Defendants City Council failed to fulfill its duties on 

November 1, 2021, on November 8, 2021 Plaintiff B. Coker 

commenced action in the Third Circuit Judicial Court of Columbia 

County in Case No. 21-288-CA receiving a Writ of Mandamus and 

Order of Prohibition ordered by Judge Dereck Jackson prohibiting 

any additional acts of the Council of Lake City to fill the seat and 

requiring Plaintiff B. Coker be seated or the Defendant City Council 

show cause why Plaintiff B. Coker should not be seated (the “Self 

Executing Order”) Exhibit C. 

63. On November 8, 2021 Defendant Koberlein chose not to 

inform his client Defendants City Council and Sikes of the 

Self-Executing Order and adjourn the meeting until Defendants 

Warren III], Bowden, George, Smith, and Chamber of Commerce, 

were broadcast live debasing, ridiculing, or otherwise demeaning 

Plaintiffs Coker again in the presence of Plaintiffs V. and M. Coker 

along with family, friends, and constituents all in public view to be 
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recorded and stored permanently. 

64. On November 8, 2021, instead of conducting the ceremonial 

installation as required by the Charter the Defendant Sikes sat in 

silence as a Deputy Supervisor knowing the oath she took required 

her to uphold the Election laws under both the Constitutions of the 

State of Florida and the United States of America and fulfill her 

obligation all while the Oath of Office she knew had been placed 

directly in her hand on the morning of November 8, 2021. 

65. On November 8, 2021, instead of conducting the ceremonial 

installation as required by the Charter the Defendant Witt sat in 

silence knowing the oath he took required him to uphold the rules 

of the Charter, the Election laws under both the Constitutions of 

the State of Florida and the United States of America and fulfill his 

obligation and direct that Plaintiffs be seated. 

66. On November 8, 2021, instead of conducting the ceremonial 

installation as required by the Charter the Defendant Jefferson sat 

in silence knowing the oath he took required him to uphold the 

rules of the Charter, the Election laws under both the Constitutions 

of the State of Florida and the United States of America and fulfill 

his obligation and direct that Plaintiffs be seated. 
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67. On November 8, 2021, instead of conducting the ceremonial 

installation as required by the Charter the Defendant Sampson sat 

in silence knowing the oath he took required him to uphold the 

rules of the Charter, the Election laws under both the Constitutions 

of the State of Florida and the United States of America and fulfill 

his obligation and direct that Plaintiffs be seated. 

68. On November 8, 2021, instead of conducting the ceremonial 

installation as required by the Charter the Defendant Hill did 

opined he had changed his mind on selecting Plaintiff B. Coker 

“because of her background” without any due process and with 

disregard for the oath he took required him to uphold the rules of 

the Charter, the Election laws under both the Constitutions of the 

State of Florida and the United States of America and fulfill his 

obligation and direct that Plaintiffs be seated. 

69. On November 8, 2021, instead of conducting the ceremonial 

installation as required by the Charter the Defendant Koberlein sat 

in silence knowing the oath he took before the Florida Bar required 

him to advise his clients and to uphold the rules of the Charter, the 

Election laws under both the Constitutions of the State of Florida 

and the United States of America and fulfill his obligation and direct 
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that Plaintiffs be seated. 

70. On November 8, 2021, Defendants Chamber and Smith did 

publicly declare the best position for Defendants City Council was 

to select Defendant Douglas and deny the rights of Plaintiff B. 

Coker because she would not appeal to the likes of “a Jeff Bezos” 

and spruce the local economy despite Plaintiff B. Coker having been 

duly qualified and selected to serve District 14. 

71. On November 18, 2021, Defendants Northeast Florida 

Newspapers and Wilson did use the Lake City Reporter to influence 

public discourse and did advise Defendant City Council despite its 

obligation to follow the Lake City Charter, the Florida Constitution, 

and the United States Constitution its obligation to afford each 

citizens equal protection and civil rights and liberties and knowing 

the requirements of the Defendant City Council were to have five 

members in its council that Defendant City Council should deny 

Plaintiff B. Coker her civil rights and liberties and the constituents 

of District 14 their right to be represented and allow the District 14 

seat to remain vacant and the City should incur the penalty of 

doing so to save the citizens from future embarrassment. Exhibit E 

72. Defendants Agents Equality, Bowden, Warren III, and George 
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continued publishing defaming, slanderous, and debased material 

for public display on social media including Defendant Bowden 

publishing his committed threat that he would take any and all 

actions necessary to prevent Plaintiff B. Coker from being seated 

with such contemporaneous conviction that members of the public 

offered to the Lake City Reporter their unfulfilled requests for the 

publishing of their concern for Bowden’s statement. 

73. The Self Executing Order gave Defendant City Council a 

deadline of twenty (20) days to seat Plaintiff B. Coker or show cause 

why she should not be seated. 

74. On November 9, 2021 David Fina despite his involvement to 

all parties to the case was assigned and did replace the sitting 

Judge who issued the Self-Executing Order in Case No. 2021-288 

choosing to withhold his conflict and involvement with all parties to 

the case denying Plaintiff B. Coker due process not requiring 

Defendants City Council to adhere to the Self-Executing Order. 

75. As of April 22, 2022, Defendants have not filed an Answer nor 

fulfilled its obligation to seat Plaintiff B. Coker. 

76. Despite time being of the essence Defendants City Council, 

Sikes, and Koberlein continued the deprivation to the rights of all 
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citizens and refused to fulfill their Oath of Office and comply with 

the Self-Executing Order of the Third Judicial Court of Columbia 

County and seat Plaintiff B. Coker despite the ongoing financial 

expense and burden of resources continuing their efforts by having 

the case reassigned to the same Judge David Fina, who denied 

Plaintiffs a hearing in the Cyberstalking case on Appellate review 

involving Plaintiffs and Defendant Warren II, George, and 

Gambles. 

77. The next effort of the Defendants Koberlein and City Council 

was to secure Defendant Robinson to represent the City of Lake 

City after its deadline knowing Defendant Robinson was the 

business partner of Defendant Warren III and knowing he served as 

the Board of Governor representative for the Third Judicial Circuit 

of Columbia County and had been named in complaints made by 

Plaintiff B. Coker to local, state, and federal officials. 

78. The conspired efforts also included Defendant Foreman, filing 

a Notice of Appearance for Defendant Douglas on a Motion to 

Intervene in CA-2021-268, to claim his failed appointed to the City 

Council of Lake City on October 13, 2021 by Secret Ballot afforded 

him standing to the lawsuit after the deadline imposed on the City 
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to respond. 

79. Despite Defendant Foreman knowing his firm had represented 

Plaintiff B. Coker, and who currently serves as the elected Attorney 

for Columbia County Board of County Commissioners, the 

appointed attorney for the Town of White Springs managed by 

Defendant George, Attorney for the Columbia County Supervisor of 

Elections, and member of the same County Commissioners 

Economic Development Board under the direct control of the 

Columbia County Board of County Commissioners that Defendant 

Douglas. 

80. Defendants Foreman and Douglas knew Defendant City 

Council offered the defect in the October 13, 2021 meeting which 

selected Defendant Douglas was cured in the October 26, 2021 

where Defendant failed to secure the votes to be appointed and 

Plaintiff B. Coker secured the seat on appointment with a 3 to 1 

vote. 

81. The Motion to Intervene filed by Defendants Foreman and 

Douglas is a sham and deliberate attempt to create delay and 

prevent Plaintiff B. Coker is direct discrimination of Plaintiff B. 

Coker because of her race and gender, deny her liberty rights, deny 
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her right to hold public office, and inflict intentional emotional 

duress to the Plaintiffs. 

82. Despite the urgency and sensitivity that constituents of 

District 14 were without representation on the Lake City Council, 

the Courts and Defendants Koberlein, City Council, Foreman, 

Robinson, and Fina delayed holding a hearing until February 2, 

2022 and then denied hearing merit issues on the default itself. 

83. Instead at the hearing the Honorable Judge Fina heard 

untimely filed Motions of the Defendants City Council, and Sikes 

and Defendants Douglas on not only the case noticed for the 

hearing 2021-288-CA but an entirely separate case 2021-268-CA 

for which the counsel hired by Plaintiff B. Coker was neither 

noticed nor present for that case and the proceedings were not 

being recorded. 

84. Florida law provides that a municipality shall not have the 

power or authority to lessen or reduce requirements as provided by 

general law. Fla. Stat.166.041(6). 

85. Defendants Jefferson, Sampson, Hill, Witt, and Koberlein, 

Sikes, Robinson, Foreman, Brown, and Lee each took a sworn Oath 

to uphold the Constitution of Florida and the Constitution of the 
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United States, both of which offer protection to the civil rights and 

liberties of its citizens. 

86. The term for the seat vacated by former councilman Chris 

Greene and filled by Plaintiff B. Coker on October 26, 2021 has an 

unexpired term set to expire in November 2021. 

87. Plaintiff B. Coker has not been seated as of May 3, 2022 and 

Defendants City Council and Sikes, and Brown are currently 

seeking candidates despite the Self-Executing Order. 

88. Plaintiff B. Coker is not listed as the incumbent to the seat 

and was prevented from providing a bio for publication by 

Defendant City Council and Sikes. 

89. Constituents of District 14 do not know why Plaintiff B. Coker 

has not been seated and neither does Plaintiff B. Coker know why 

she has been seated. 

90. Plaintiff B. Coker met with Defendant Sikes on March 29, 

2021 declaring her campaign to seek election to District 14 of the 

City Council and Defendant Sikes has authored a policy/procedure 

after such meeting now refusing to accept the bio of Plaintiff B. 

Coker demanding it should be limited to specific qualifications and 

not address the pending litigation. 
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91. Plaintiff B. Coker did inform state and federal authorities of 

the actions of the Defendant City Council including but not limited 

to Defendant Secretary of State, but no action was taken to ensure 

the Division of Elections provided oversight to the appointment 

practices of the Defendant City Council. 

COUNT I 

42 USC §1983 
CLAIMS AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

Every person who, under color of any statute, ordinance, 
regulation, custom, or usage, of any State or Territory or the District 
of Columbia, subjects, or causes to be subjected, any citizen of the 
United States or other person within the jurisdiction thereof to the 
deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured by the 
Constitution and laws, shall be liable to the party injured in an action 
at law, suit in equity, or other proper proceeding for redress, except 
that in any action brought against a judicial officer for an act or 
omission taken in such officer’s judicial capacity, injunctive relief 
shall not be granted unless a declaratory decree was violated or 
declaratory relief was unavailable. For the purposes of this section, 
any Act of Congress applicable exclusively to the District of Columbia 
shall be considered to be a statute of the District of Columbia. 

92. Plaintiffs realleges paragraphs 1 through 91 in this action for 

injunctive and declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States 

Code, §2201, against Defendants for depriving her of her 

constitutional liberty interest in holding public, without due process 
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of law. 

93. Plaintiffs assert that her position, set forth in this Complaint, 

is legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 

however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 

and Plaintiffs are in doubt as to her rights, privileges and 

immunities. Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and 

declaratory judgment declaring her rights, privileges and 

immunities. 

94. Defendants deprived Plaintiffs of their constitutional rights 

under color of state law and authority using a delayed access to the 

courts and denying Plaintiffs and citizens of District 14 

representation on the Lake City Council. 

95. Citizens of the United States have the fundamental right to 

participate in representative democracy in all levels of government 

including attending municipal City Council meetings and following 

the rules of such a body to address their government without 

intimidation, threat, reprisal, fear or harm. 

96. Qualified citizens of the United States have the fundamental 

right to run for public office under the Constitution of the United 

States, the Fourteenth Amendment, numerous federal statutes, the 
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Florida Constitution, and the Charter of Lake City. 

97. The risk of deprivation of the right to hold public office and 

ultimately fill the resigned seat and serve as the selected 

representative for the District 14 in the Lake City Council would be 

low if the Home Rule authority granted to municipalities in the 

State of Florida were honored and obliged with committed actions to 

uphold its own Charter and State election laws, and ultimately 

protect the civil rights and liberties of the citizens of the United 

States through public officials who honored their Oath of Office. 

98. All Defendants are aware that Plaintiff B. Coker was the duly 

selected council member and entitled to be seated as required of 

Defendant City Council by the Florida Constitution to follow its 

Charter. Article V, Section 513 of the Lake City Charter provides: 

Every officer of the city shall, before entering upon the duties of 

his office, take and subscribe to an oath on affirmation to be 

filed and kept in the office of the City Clerk; which oath shall be 

in the form prescribed for state officers by the Constitution of the 

State. 

99. All Defendants acted while Florida Statute 876.05 required 

that all public employees, including city council members, are 
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required to take an oath before any person duly authorized to take 

acknowledgments of instruments for public records in the state. 

100. The actions of all Defendants were taken while AGO 96-41 

opinion interpreted Florida Statute 876.05, Section (2) of the statute 

to require that the oath be filed with the records of the governing 

official or employing governmental agency. 

101. The actions of all Defendants occurred while courts hold the 

filing of an oath has such great weight that to hold otherwise would 

be to recognize that qualification officials have the power, on 

grounds wholly out of their sphere of competence, to frustrate and 

set at naught constitutional executive power that has been lawfully 

exercised it cannot be reasonably contended that capricious 

conduct on the part of qualifying officials should be permitted to 

stifle the rights of such officers. Tappy at 169. Once appointed on 

October 26, 2021, the Defendants knew the Lake City Charter 

provisions only allowed removal from office by forfeiture 

proceedings as required by the provisions of the Lake City Charter 

that reads, 

“Section 304. - Vacancies, forfeiture of office; filling of vacancies. 

(b) Forfeiture of office. The council shall declare a council seat 
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forfeited if the council by majority vote finds that a council 

member: (1) Lacks at any time during his or her term of office 

any qualification for the office prescribed by this Charter, or by 

law; (2) Violates any express prohibition of this Charter; (3) Is 

absent from three (3) consecutive regular meetings of the council 

without being excused by the council; (4) Is guilty of committing 

a felony; (5) Is guilty of engaging in conduct which violates 

acceptable standards of moral behavior where such conduct 

involves moral turpitude or would constitute a crime under the 

laws of Florida, or if such conduct was engaged in by a judge of 

any of the state courts would cause such judge to be removed 

from office” 

102. Instead of affording Plaintiff B. Coker due process the 

Defendants denied Plaintiffs the rights afforded to every other 

citizen of Lake City, every other citizen in Florida, and every other of 

the United States. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 
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Defendants; 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendants, to punish the Defendants for unlawful actions 

and to deter Defendants and others from engaging in the same or 

similar acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs recoverable costs. 

E. That this Court award Plaintiffs all other relief in law and 

in equity to which she may be entitled. 

COUNT II 42 USC §1983 

CLAIMS AGAINST DEFENDANTS CITY COUNCIL, WITT, 

JEFFERSON, SAMPSON, HILL, KOBERLEIN, SIKES, WARREN 

Ill, COMMISSION, WILLIAMS, GAMBLES, GEORGE, BOWDEN, 

AND AGENTS EQUALITY 

Every person who, under color of any statute, ordinance, 

regulation, custom, or usage, of any State or Territory or the District 

of Columbia, subjects, or causes to be subjected, any citizen of the 

United States or other person within the jurisdiction thereof to the 

deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured by the 

Constitution and laws, shall be liable to the party injured in an action 

at law, suit in equity, or other proper proceeding for redress, except 

that in any action brought against a judicial officer for an act or 

omission taken in such officer’s judicial capacity, injunctive relief 

shall not be granted unless a declaratory decree was violated or 

declaratory relief was unavailable. For the purposes of this section, 

any Act of Congress applicable exclusively to the District of Columbia 

shall be considered to be a statute of the District of Columbia. 
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103. Plaintiffs re-alleges paragraphs 1 through 132 in this action 

for declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, 

§2201, against Defendants for depriving her of her constitutional 

liberty interest to participate in democracy to include addressing 

public officials without the threat of harm, intimidation, and 

retaliation. 

104. Plaintiffs assert the positions, set forth in this Complaint, are 

legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 

however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 

and Plaintiffs are in doubt of their rights, privileges and immunities. 

Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and a declaratory 

judgment declaring her rights, privileges and immunities. 

105. Defendants deprived Plaintiffs of their constitutional rights 

under color of state law and authority to participate in public 

meetings without the threat, harm, and intimidation of the public 

body and are private citizens. 

106. Citizens of the United States have the fundamental right to 

participate in representative democracy in all levels of government 

including attending municipal City Council meetings and following 

the rules of such a body to address their government without 
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intimidation, threat, reprisal, fear or harm. 

107. It is extremely important for young people to observe and 

participate and their safety should be of the utmost concern to our 

elected officials at no time being subjected to threats either public 

or private by the very menaces our judicial system has used 

incarceration to rehabilitate and probation to ensure those 

measures are satisfactorily upheld before releasing those 

individuals and returning those individuals to society unreformed. 

108. Defendants City Council, Witt, Hill, Sampson, Jefferson, Sikes, 

Williams, and Koberlein each swore an Oath to uphold the rights of 

all citizens including young citizens. 

109. Defendants City Council, Witt, Hill, Sampson, Jefferson, Sikes, 

and Koberlein both deliberately and maliciously chose not to 

enforce its policy on decorum within the council meetings and allow 

Plaintiffs to be ridiculed, debased, defamed, and slandered through 

the boisterous, loud, yelling and screaming rants of the Defendants 

Warren III, George, Bowden, and Agents Equality on multiple 

occasions including but not limited to; January 4, 2021, January 

19, 2021, February 1, 2021, and November 1, 2021. 

110. Defendants City Council, Sikes, Williams, and Koberlein did 
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inform Defendants of Plaintiff B. Coker continuous acts of 

Whistleblowing knowing the course of behavior of the Defendants 

Warren Ill, George, Bowden, and Agents Equality included 

intimation, harm, and harassment to members of the public. 

111. Defendants Jefferson, Hill, and Williams put the Plaintiffs in 

immediate and direct harm in supporting and advocating for the 

early termination of the federal parole obligation of Defendant 

Warren III after a federal felony conviction with a declared value of 

33 million dollar trafficking drugs through the community in their 

official capacities as members of the Lake City Council. 

112. Defendants City Council and Commission put the Plaintiffs in 

direct and immediate harm in allowing Council members to support 

and advocate for the early termination of the federal parole 

obligation of Defendant Warren II] after his felony convictions in 

their official capacities as members of the Lake City Council. 

113. Plaintiffs held a fundamental right to expect safety in 

attending public meetings where compliance and enforcement of the 

Lake City Charter would be upheld by public officials against all 

citizens; investigating and enforcing rules that allowed freedom to 

participate in democracy, freedom to reside in communities where 
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its citizens could make reports of activities prohibited by ordinances 

and regulations to deter and eliminate criminal behavior without 

being placed in imminent danger and the fear retaliation. 

114. Defendant City Council and Sikes had no right to place the 

Plaintiffs in immediate threat of harm, intimidation, and fear of 

reprisal by informing Defendants Bowden, Warren II, Gambles, and 

George that Plaintiffs sought information as to the requirements of 

candidates seeking to hold office when such information was 

provided to the co-Defendants with no attempt to aid and knowing 

from pattern of behavior displayed by the Co-Defendants threat and 

intimidation was likely to ensue. 

115. Defendant City Council continues to deny Plaintiff B. Coker, 

using Defendant Sikes to continue denying her from being listed as 

the appointed representative of District 14 to the City Council 

despite the Self-Executing Order denying the Defendant City 

Council from taking any actions to consider another candidate for 

the seat as representative to District 14. 

116. Defendant Sikes has not prevented Plaintiff B. Coker from 

publishing her bio to the public website for candidates seeking 

election to the Lake City Council and would not allow Plaintiff 
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despite the confusion of constituents, to include identifying pending 

litigation to explain why Plaintiff B. Coker was not properly seated 

after appointment on October 26, 2021 and remains unseated. 

117. The Florida Secretary of State was made aware of the actions 

taken by the Defendants against Plaintiff B. Coker has not 

exercised her obligation to every citizen of the State of Florida to 

maintain the integrity of a fair election. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

Defendant Defendants City Council, Sikes, Witt, Koberlein, 

Jefferson, Hill, Sampson, Warren III, Agents Equality, Bowden, 

George, Williams, and Gambles. 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful 

actions to deter their actions and the actions of others from 

engaging in the same or similar acts in the future. 

D. That this Court prevent issue injunctive relief to prevent 

the City Council from condoning, participating, and encouraging 
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this behavior in the future. 

E. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

COUNT Ill - 42 USC §1983 
CLAIMS AGAINST DEFENDANTS CITY COUNCIL, 

COMMISSIONER, FOREMAN, FINA, SIKES, KOBERLEIN, 
ROBINSON, AND SECRETARY 

118. Plaintiffs realleges paragraphs 1 through 117 in this action for 

declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, §2201, 

against Defendants for depriving, her of her constitutional liberty 

that elected officials would uphold the governing documents of the 

local government, uphold the Florida Constitution and the United 

States Constitution. 

119. Plaintiffs assert that her position, set forth in this Complaint, 

is legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 

however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 

and Plaintiffs are in doubt as to her rights, privileges and 

immunities. Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and 

declaratory judgment declaring her rights, privileges and 

immunities. 

120. Defendants each have taken a sworn Oath to uphold the local 

governance, the State of Florida Constitution, and the United States 
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Constitution which affords equal rights to all citizens. 

121. Plaintiffs hold a fundamental right to expect safety in 

attending public meetings, to make reports against violations 

expecting adequate investigations, to expect officials to adhere to 

their Oaths of Office, uphold the Constitution of the State of 

Florida, and to uphold the Constitution of the United States. 

122. Instead of doing so Defendants have engaged in behavior that 

places Plaintiffs and constituents within the community in direct 

harm, violation of public trust, and reduced the ability of citizens to 

reap the benefits afforded through American citizenship. 

123. The actions of all Defendants were taken while the reasoning 

of Tappy_v. State Ex. Real Byington 82 So. 2d 161, 166 (FL. S. Ct. 

1955) “It is an established rule that where the officer has done all 

he can towards qualifying and is prevented from fully complying 

with the law by the wrongful act of the approving officer or the 

person with whom the bond must be filed, he cannot be deprived of 

his office. Jd at 168 (citing Jones v. State (to Use of Blow). 7 Mo. 81, 

37 Am. Dec. 180: People (ex rel Casserly) v. Fitch, 1 Cal 519; Duffy 

v._State (ex rel. Edson) 60 Neb 812, 84 N.W. 264; Ross vy, 

Williamson, 44 Ga. 501; State (ex rel. Miller) v. Hadley, 27 Ind. 496; 
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Flatan v. State (ex rel. Edwards) 56 Tex. 93 State ex rel. Wallace v. 

Callow, 78 Mont. 308, 254 P. 187, 194, Accord State ex rel. Law v. 

Saxon, 25 Fla. 782, 6 So. 858; State ex rel, Davis v. Howell, 101 

Fla. 656, 132 So. 647 remain in full effect. 

124. The Defendants have an obligation to uphold and adhere to 

the rights afforded to all citizens without discrimination and 

without themselves violating the laws. 

125. The Defendants have a pattern of using their powers to cause 

such actions which constitute violations of the law without receipt 

of consequence and did so previously using gerrymandering tactics 

that removed a single residential street of an opponent during 

redistricting such to cause the single street and its residents of that 

opponent to be placed in a new district and remove the eligibility of 

the opponent to qualify for that district in future elections. 

126. Defendants City Council must adhere to the Declaration of 

Rights afforded to Florida citizens in Article I of the State of Florida 

Constitution, which reads, “Municipalities, like the State, cannot 

abridge these rights. Thus, in passing ordinances and providing 

services, a city must consider freedoms guaranteed by Article I of the 

Florida Constitution, including but not limited to religious freedom, 
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freedom of speech, right to assemble, freedom from impairment of 

contractual obligations, and right to substantive and procedural due 

process. See id. at art. I, § 9 (stating “[njo person shall be deprived of 

life, liberty[,] or property without due process of law”).” 

127. Defendant City Council must adhere to the Fourteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution which reads, 

“Due Process Civil - SECTION 1. All persons born or naturalized 

in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 

citizens of the United States and the State wherein they reside. 

No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the 

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 

shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 

without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its 

jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” 

128. Defendants have aided, fostered, and upheld behavior and 

actions that are in direct violation and contradiction to their 

individual Oaths and duties. 

129. Defendants have themselves refused to uphold local 

governance, the State of Florida Constitution, and the United States 

Constitution in some instances allowing racially charged rhetoric 
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that diminishes and destroys communities, making false reports of 

brutality at the hands of law enforcement, and failing to uphold 

accountability of their peers. 

130. Plaintiffs have a right to expect public officials to abide by the 

very same laws citizens are expected to continually adhere. 

131. Plaintiffs have a legitimate and reasonable expectation that 

public officials will not use public resources for personal gain, 

private benefit, or to provide unjust benefit to private citizens in 

exchange for any reward or gain including political support 

132. Though justice has been deliberately and continues to be 

denied and delayed, Plaintiff B. Coker incurred special damages 

expenses for litigation efforts in the Third Judicial Circuit Court of 

Columbia County and the First District Court of Appeals Court to 

seek justice for the attempts of Defendants to secretly select 

Defendant Douglas by secret ballot and conspired efforts of all 

Defendants to deprive Plaintiff B. Coker from public office 

appointment, the loss of income and of potential income, and 

interference with the education of Plaintiffs V. Coker and M. Coker. 

. Plaintiffs incurred general damages for the mental and emotional 

pain and suffering she experienced. Plaintiffs have also incurred 
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costs and attorney’s fees which are recoverable pursuant to 42 

U.S.C. §1988. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

the Defendants Defendants 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendants, to punish the Defendants for his unlawful 

actions and to deter Defendants and others from engaging in 

the same or similar acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

COUNT IV - 52 U.S.C. §10301 and 52 U.S.C. §10308 

§10301. Denial or abridgement of right to vote on account of race or color through voting qualifications or prerequisites; 
establishment of violation 

(a) No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting or standard, practice, or procedure shall be imposed or applied by any State or political subdivision in a manner which results in a denial or abridgement of the right of any citizen of the United States to vote on account of race or color, or in contravention of the guarantees set forth in section 10303(f(2) of this title, as provided in subsection (b). 

(b) A violation of subsection (a) is established if, based on the 
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totality of circumstances, it is shown that the political processes 
leading to nomination or election in the State or political 
subdivision are not equally open to participation by members of 
a class of citizens protected by subsection (a) in that its 
members have less opportunity than other members of the 
electorate to participate in the political process and to elect 
representatives of their choice. The extent to which members of 
a protected class have been elected to office in the State or 
political subdivision is one circumstance which may be 
considered: Provided, That nothing in this section establishes a 
right to have members of a protected class elected in numbers 
equal to their proportion in the population. 

§10308. Civil and criminal sanctions 
(a) Depriving or attempting to deprive persons of secured 
rights 

Whoever shall deprive or attempt to deprive any person of any 
right secured by section 10301, 10302, 10303, 10304, or 10306 
of this title or shall violate section 10307(a) of this title, shall be 
fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than five 
years, or both. 

(c) Conspiring to violate or interfere with secured rights 
Whoever conspires to violate the provisions of subsection (a) or 
(b) of this section, or interferes with any right secured by section 10301, 10302, 10303, 10304, 10306, or 10307(a) of this title 
shall be fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more 
than five years, or both. 

133. Plaintiffs re-alleges paragraphs 1 through 133 in this action 

for declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, 

§2201, against Defendants. 

134. Plaintiffs assert the positions, set forth in this Complaint, are 

legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 
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however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 

and Plaintiffs are in doubt of their rights, privileges and immunities. 

Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and a declaratory 

judgment declaring her rights, privileges and immunities. 

135. Defendants deprived Plaintiffs of a constitutional right under 

color of state law and authority to participate in public meetings 

without the threat, harm, and intimidation of the public body and 

as private citizens. 

136. Citizens of the United States have the fundamental right to 

participate in representative democracy in all levels of government 

including attending holding public office, and seeking office as an 

incumbent when currently in office. 

137. Defendants Agents Equality, Warren III, Bowden, Gambles, 

and George had no right to be told that Plaintiffs was a 

Whistleblower about any issue where the identity was not pertinent 

to the investigation. 

138. Defendants Sikes, Koberlein, Foreman, Hill, and Sampson 

disclosed the identity of Plaintiffs to the Defendants Agents Equality 

and Bowden knowing the course of conduct included ridicule, 

boisterous, loud, yelling, defamation, and slander and intended no 
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different treatment to Plaintiffs. 

139. Defendants City Council did lawfully fail on four attempts to 

appoint Defendant Douglas and on October 26, 2021, lawfully 

appointed Plaintiff B. Coker to fill the vacancy created in District 14 

as a member of City Council. 

140. Defendant Sampson did know the rules of Sunshine when he 

asked Defendant Koberlein if a Motion for Reconsideration could be 

used to undo the vote of the Council on October 26, 2021 and knew 

asking that his intention be given to other members of council was 

being done outside of the requirements of Open Sunshine. 

141. Defendant Sikes knew and had received training on the 

requirements for conducting government business in Open 

Sunshine when she transmitted the email to all members of 

council. 

142. Defendant Sikes knew Plaintiff B. Coker had been appointed to 

the City Council and knew the requirements of her role was to 

accept the Oath of Office from Plaintiff B. Coker and administer the 

necessary Human Resource training and documentation. 

143. Defendant Sikes received the Oath of Office from Plaintiff B. 

Coker on November 1, 2021 and stamped it accordingly. 
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144, Defendants Hill, Sampson, Witt, and Jefferson had each sworn 

an Oath and received the required training of public officials in the 

capacity of members of a City Council as of November 1, 2021. 

145. Defendants Agents Equality, Warren III, Bowden, George, and 

Gambles are not members of the Florida Bar, or any other State Bar 

and cannot render legal advice. 

146. Defendants Agents Equality, Warren III, Bowden, George, and 

Gambles did render legal advice to Defendants City Council in 

threats and intimidation that they were NOT to seat Plaintiff B. 

Coker at all costs. 

147. Defendants Agents Equality, Warren III, Bowden, George, and 

Gambles did publicly threaten, intimidate, defame, and slander 

Plaintiff B. Coker at a public meeting under the direct control of 

Defendants City Council, Witt, Jefferson, Hill, Sampson, Sikes, and 

Koberlein without retribution. 

148. Defendant City Council did fail to adhere to and fulfill its 

obligations to seat Plaintiff B. Coker 

149. Under the legal advice given by Defendants Warren III, Agents 

Equality, and Bowden and in support of his political campaign, 

Defendant Koberlein did conspire to and advise Defendant City 
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Council to ignore the Self Executing Court Order to seat Plaintiff B. 

Coker by November 29, 2021 and has continued to default on its 

obligation to do so. Exhibit D 

150. On November 18, 2021, Defendants Wilson and Lake City 

Reporter did join the conspired efforts of its Co-Defendants and 

rendered advice to Defendant City Council that it should disregard 

the Self Executing Order and fail to seat Plaintiffs and further it 

should allow the seat to remain vacant. 

151. Defendant Koberlein knew of Defendant Robinson being 

identified as a subject in the Whistleblower complaint made by 

Plaintiff B. Coker did seek his specific representation and 

Defendant Robinson did accept on behalf of his firm, knowing he 

was the personally acquainted with Defendant Warren III as a 

business partner and knowing Plaintiff B. Coker had pending 

litigation against naming his business shared with Defendant 

Warren. III. 

152. Defendant Commission knew Defendant Douglas was an 

appointed member to an advisory board of the County Commission 

along with Defendant Foreman and knew the Defendant Foreman 

was the elected representative for the County Commission with 
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responsibility to all constituents yet made no objection to Defendant 

Foreman representing a conflicting interest in serving as counsel to 

Defendant Douglas. 

153. Defendant Douglas knew when he filed a Motion to Intervene 

after the deadline imposed on Defendant City Council to seat 

Plaintiff B. Coker, that he was not lawfully appointed to the City 

Council on October 13, 2021 and did not file any litigation to 

support a claim to such appointment. 

154. Defendant Douglas knew when he filed a Motion to Intervene 

after the deadline imposed on Defendant City Council to seat 

Plaintiff B. Coker, that he was not lawfully appointed to the City 

Council on October 26, 2021 as he sat watching three failed 

attempts to receive a majority vote. 
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Lake City City Council appoints only woman 
candidate to fill District 14 seat after five failed 
motions 
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COUNCIL APPOINTS DISTRICT 14 SEAT 
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Lake City Cty Council appoints onty woman candidate to fI!I District 14 seat after five tatled motlens 

By Camille Syed 

Published: Oct. 27, 2021 at 1207 AM EDT 
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LAKE CITY, Fla. (WCJ8) - After five failed motions, Mayor Stephen Witt joined council members Eugene Jefferson and Jake Hill in 
voting for Befaithful Coker to fill the District 14 seat on Tuesday night. Stephen Douglas was not appointed after questions were 
rarsed about the vating process. 

“It's been a long time coming and I'm ready to get to work,” Coker said. 

Coker filed a lawsuit, which és still active, against the council after she said residents were not shown the results from the ranking 
system the council used to pick Stephen Douglas on October 13th
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155. Defendant Foreman knew he held a conflict as counsel to 

Columbia County Board of County Commission, counsel to the 

Columbia County Supervisor of Elections, counsel to the Town of 

White Springs with Defendant George, and that his firm had 

formerly represented Plaintiff B. Coker, and knew that Defendant 

Douglas held no legitimate claim to being appointed to the City 

Council either from October 13, 2021 or October 26, 2021. 
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156. Defendant Fina knew upon assignment he was presiding over 

the case involving Defendants Warren If], Gambles, and George and 

Plaintiff B. Coker before the Appellate Court. 

157. Defendant Fina knew the time sensitivity of the election and 

did not uphold the rights of Plaintiff B. Coker or the constituents in 

District 14 accepted the case with his existing conflict unavailability 

calendar to offer reasonable access to the court. 

158. Defendant Fina did not act consistent with his Oath and 

Canons of Judicial officials when he accepted assignment of Case 

2021-288, altered the court docket of Case CA-2021-268 and 

CA-2021-288, and engaged in ex parte communications with 

Defendants Koberlein, Foreman, and Robinson to render decisions 

absent Plaintiff B. Coker. 

159. Defendants Koberlein, Foreman, and Robinson did conspire 

and extend the delay and access to the court for Plaintiff B. Coker 

deliberately and maliciously making claims unsupported by sound 

legal argument, withholding sound legal advice from their chents, 

withholding conflicts from their clients, and using information 

gained about the Plaintiffs from prior representation or by non 

public means. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the partics and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

Defendants 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendants, to punish the Defendants for his unlawful 

actions and to deter Defendants and others from engaging in the 

same or similar acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs recoverable costs. 

EK. That this Court orders the US Attorney to commence an 

investigation of the allegations herewith. 

F, That this Court orders injunctive relief against Defendant 

City Council and to immediately discontinuc its practices of 

deliberate violation to the Voting Rights Act and cause Plaintiff B. 

Coker to be seated immediately. 

COUNT V - 42 U.S.C. §1985 
CLAIMS AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

42 U.S. Code § 1985 - Conspiracy to interfere with civil rights 
(1)Preventing officer from performing duties 
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If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire to prevent, 
by force, intimidation, or threat, any person from accepting or holding 
any office, trust, or place of confidence under the United States, or 
from discharging any duties thereof; or to induce by like means any 
officer of the United States to leave any State, district, or place, where 
his duties as an officer are required to be performed, or to injure him 
in his person or property on account of his lawful discharge of the 
duties of his office, or while engaged in the lawful discharge thereof, 
or to injure his property so as to molest, interrupt, hinder, or impede 
him in the discharge of his official duties; 

160. Plaintiffs realleges paragraphs 1 through 159 in this action for 

declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, §2201, 

against Defendants for depriving her of her constitutional liberty 

interest in holding public, without due process of law. 

161. Plaintiffs assert that her position, set forth in this Complaint, 

is legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 

however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 

and Plaintiffs are in doubt as to her rights, privileges and 

immunities. Plaintiffs require both injunctive relief and declaratory 

judgment declaring her rights, privileges and immunities. 

162. Through actions of all Defendants, Plaintiff B. Coker has been 

prevented from performing her duty as a member of the City 

Council to District 14 of the Lake City Council. 

163. Through the actions of Defendants City Council, Witt, Sikes, 
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Jefferson, Hill, Sampson, Koberlein, Robinson, Douglas, Foreman, 

County Commissioners, and Williams Plaintiff B. Coker was 

deliberately and maliciously harmed not just in her reputation, and 

in failing to be seated but in the doubt and concern of every 

constituent of district 14 who would not know of the reasoning 

should any had been legitimate as to why Plaintiff B. Coker had not 

been seated. 

164. Each of the Defendants took an intrical part in the scheme to 

deny the rights of Plaintiff B. Coker subjecting Plaintiffs V. and M. 

Coker to the threat of harm and intimidation while watching no one 

receive correction to their actions, and further by allowing those 

actions to interfere with their safety in public meetings, at their 

home, and subsequently at their school. 

165. Through actions of all Defendants, Plaintiff B. Coker has been 

prevented from seeking a second term as an incumbent to District 

14 of the Lake City Council. 

166. Defendants Chamber and Smith knew or should have known 

that the position offered on November 8, 2021 that another 

candidate should be selected who had the resources to attract “Jeff 

Bezos” after the selection of Plaintiff B. Coker was illegal and would 
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prejudice Plaintiff B. Coker. 

167. Defendants Chamber and Smith offered discriminating 

Statements as their part to an claborate scheme to control the 

selection process, the chosen candidate of District 14 to the City 

Council, and ultimately deny and prejudice Plaintiff B. Coker from 

being seated and successfully seeking another term in office. 

168. Defendants Lake City Reporter knew or should have known 

that the position offered in the newspaper article on November 18, 

2021 to leave the seat for District 14 vacant and that Defendants 

City Council should suffer the consequences for doing so was illegal 

and would prejudice Plaintiff B. Coker. 

169. Defendants Lake City Reporter and Wilson offered 

discriminating statements and encourage the illegal acts of other 

Defendants as their part to an elaborate scheme to control the 

selection of the candidate to District 14 of the City Council, 

interfere with an election, and ultimately deny and prejudice 

Plaintiff B. Coker from being seated and successfully seeking 

another term in office. 

170. Defendants Agents Equality, Warren III, Bowden, Gambles, 

and George knew or should have known that the harassment, 
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threat, defamation, slander, libel, and intimidation to the Plaintiffs 

publicly and through its social media platform was intended to 

engender fear not just to the Plaintiffs but to members of the public 

to dissuade their involvement in the democratic role and their right 

and liberty of voting. 

171. Defendants Agents Equality, Warren III, Bowden, Gambles, 

and George knew or should have known that using their resources 

or business partners some of whom were members of the Florida 

Bar, members of the Third Judicial Court of Columbia County, 

Florida, partners in their business efforts and co-defendants in this 

case, the Plaintiffs would not receive fair and impartial access to the 

election process, democracy, the judicial system and would 

ultimately prejudice and prevent Plaintiff B. Coker from being 

seated and seeking another term in office. 

172. Defendants County Commission, Foreman, and Douglas, knew 

Defendant City Council sclected Plaintiff B. Coker on October 26, 

2021 to represent District 14 on the City Council, knew or should 

have known that Defendant Foreman had a conflict to representing 

Defendant Douglas after having represented Plaintiff B. Coker 

previously, and while representing all citizens as the elected 
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attorney for the Columbia County Board of County Commissioners, 

while representing the Town of White Springs as its counsel where 

Defendant George serves as City Manager, while Defendant Douglas 

was an unexpired member to the Economic Development Council, 

and while Defendant Koberlein was representing Shands Hospital 

Authority and Defendant Foreman representing the Columbia 

County Board of County Commissioners in a $23million 

receivership case, while Defendants City Council and Defendants 

County Commission were negotiating contracts was illegal and 

would prejudice Plaintiff B. Coker. 

173. Defendants County Commissioner, City Council, Foreman, 

and Douglas used their positions, membership to the Florida Bar, 

and the Third Judicial Court of Columbia County to delay Plaintiff 

B. Coker from being seated using an attempt to Intervene in 

pending legal actions to which it knew were a conflict and knew 

Defendant Douglas was not entitled to encourage the illegal acts of 

other Defendants as their part to an elaborate scheme to control the 

selection of the candidate to District 14 of the City Council, 

interfere with an election, and ultimately deny and prejudice 

Plaintiff B. Coker from being seated and successfully seeking 
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another term in office. 

174. Defendants Robinson, Robinson Law, Koberlein Law, and 

Fina as lawyers and members of the Florida Bar, each took an Oath 

to uphold the rules of the Florida Bar, the laws of the State of 

Florida, the laws of the United States Constitution and knew that 

Plaintiff B. Coker was selected by Defendant City Council to 

represent District 14 on the Lake City Council, their deliberate 

delay was maliciously intended to encourage the illegal acts of other 

Defendants as their part to an elaborate scheme to control the 

selection of the candidate to District 14 of the City Council, 

interfere with an election, and ultimately deny and prejudice 

Plaintiff B. Coker from being seated and successfully seeking 

another term in office. 

175. Defendants Sikes, Brown, and Secretary knew Plaintiff B. 

Coker was selected by Defendants City Council and knew taking no 

action to investigate, or prevent interference with the selection 

process and ultimately Florida Election Code would prejudice 

Plaintiff B. Coker. 

176. Defendants Sikes, Brown, and Secretary encouraged the illegal 

acts of other Defendants as their part to an claborate scheme to 
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control the selection of the candidate to District 14 of the City 

Council, interfere with an election, and ultimately deny and 

prejudice Plaintiff B. Coker from being seated and successfully 

seeking another term in office. 

177. Through actions of all Defendants, and the extensive actions of 

Defendant Sikes, Plaintiff B. Coker has been further denied rights 

and privileges as policies were created to create specific delay, 

deterrence, and prevention to the efforts of Plaintiff B. Coker to 

express relevant biographical information to the public about her 

qualifications, objectives, and commitments to constituents 

campaigning as District 14, City Council member in the upcoming 

election, afforded to other candidates. 

178. Through actions of all Defendants, Plaintiff B. Coker has been 

unjustly disadvantaged, suffering irrefutable harm to campaign 

efforts to explain why Defendants Council and Sikes failed to seat 

her among the dias along with other members of council. 

179. Plaintiffs incurred special damages in the form of loss of 

income and potential income, prior legal counsel, and of potential 

Income, and interference with public office. Plaintiffs incurred 

general damages for the mental and emotional pain and suffering, 
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experienced by being deprived of public office, benefits of office, and 

increased costs to campaign for additional term in office. Plaintiffs 

V. and M. Coker have been permanently damaged and emotionally 

scarred without confidence to safely attend public meetings, attend 

public spaces, and enjoy youthful activities all other young people 

are able to do without fear from harm and intimidation and with a 

reasonable expectation of protection. Plaintiffs have also incurred 

costs and attorney’s fees which are recoverable pursuant to 42 

U.S.C. §1988. 

180. Plaintiffs assert that her position, set forth in this Complaint, 

is legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 

however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 

and Plaintiffs are in doubt as to her rights, privileges and 

immunities. Plaintiffs require, therefore, a declaratory judgment 

declaring her rights, privileges and immunities. 

181. Plaintiffs have a clear liberty interest in the enjoyment of her 

right to hold public office free of unlawful interference from the 

Defendants and others. 

182. Plaintiffs’ liberty interests to hold public office for which she is 

duly qualified and selected as in this case may not be infringed 
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upon without due process. 

183. Defendants Koberlein, Witt, Hill, Jefferson, Samspon, and 

Sikes, while acting in the course and scope of the official capacities 

of members of the city council or and in employment and under 

color of law, crafted and adopted the Lake City Council’s de facto 

policy to use a resolution to prevent and circumvent Plaintiff B. 

Coker by acting contrary to their Oath, Charter, the Florida 

Constitution and the US Constitution and did so in consultation 

with Defendants Foreman and Robinson. 

184. At the time Defendants City Council and Koberlein crafted and 

adopted the foregoing policy, they were aware or should have been 

aware of both the City Council Home Rule Charter written policies 

concerning provisions of the filling vacancies of the council upon 

resignation of a member and the implementation of the Florida 

Election Laws. 

185. Any reasonable Attorney, especially those holding an expert 

endorsement in government such as that which is held by 

Defendants Koberlein, Foreman, and Robinson would have known 

that Plaintiff B. Coker had a clearly established constitutional 

liberty interest holding public office and that depriving her right to 
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hold office in violating a court order would violate her liberty 

interests and her right of due process of law. 

186. Defendant City Council, Defendants Witt, Hill, Jefferson, 

Sampson, Sikes, and Koberlein, intended to deprive Plaintiffs of her 

constitutional rights. 

187. In enforcing the above-described policy, Defendants knew or 

Should have known that the policy was facially unconstitutional 

and unconstitutional as applied to Plaintiff B. Coker. 

188. At all times material hereto, Defendants acted intentionally 

and with actual malice for the purpose of embarrassing and causing 

harm to the Plaintiffs in retaliation for the activism and criticism of 

the Plaintiff B. Coker contrary to the interest of Defendants. 

189. Plaintiffs would not have suffered the loss of her constitutional 

rights and would not have incurred damages but for Defendants’ 

actions. 

190. Plaintiffs incurred special damages in the form of expenses for 

litigation of three cases, the loss of income and health benefits and 

life insurance to be received as compensation from her appointment 

on the Lake City Council, and potential income, and interference 

with her education. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court awarded Plaintiffs money damages 

against Defendants and specifically Defendants City Council 

and Sikes. 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendants and specifically Defendants City Council 

and Sikes, to punish the Defendants for his unlawful actions 

and to deter Defendants and specifically Defendants City 

Council and Sikes and others from engaging in the same or 

similar acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

COUNT VI - 28 U.S.C. §1331 
CLAIMS AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

19]. Plaintiffs realleges paragraphs 1 through 190 in this action for 

declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, §2201, 

against Defendants for depriving her of her constitutional liberty 

interest in holding public, without due process of law. 

192. Plaintiffs assert the position, set forth in this Complaint, is 
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immunities. Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and 
declaratory Judgment declaring her rights, Privileges and 
immunities. 

conspire blatantly disregarding the Self-Executing Order and its 
Prohibition to consider a candidate for District 14 to the City 
Council other than Plaintiff B. Coker and have allowed, or 
announced and accepted candidate to fill what they continue to 
Classify as a’vacant position in District 14” 

CITY OF LAKE CITY, COUNCIL MEMBER SEATS UP FoR ELECTION 

City Council District #10 Incumbent: Eugene Jefferson 
City Councu District #14 Incumbent: 

a
 eee 

(4 year terms — no term limits = Nonpartisan ~ momber takes office at 
| the first scheduled council meeting following the immediate Preceding 
November State General Election) 

_ Districts are identified in the Cuy Charter Secton 301/c)_ ee 
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Va 
Phanerl emmy be Mwy 

Dear Candidate, 

Congratulations on your decision to run for Public office. 

Chapters 99. 104, and 106 This publication is nol intended to Provide ail the 
information a Candidate needs, 

It is important for Candidates to familiarize themselves with Florida Election Laws, the 
City Charter, and City Ordinances Understanding the election Process is the 
responsibility of the candidate. A thorough review of this handbook Provides valuable 
information on election laws, local regulations, requirements and deadlines. The election PIOCeSS comes with great commitment Navigating the numerous 
governing documents can be daunting. Should any uncertainty arise Please contact 
the City Clerk’s Office before acting. 

Thank you for Participating in the electoral process. The City Clerk's Office wishes you 
4 successful campaign. 

Sincerely, 

Audrey E. Sikes 
City Clerk, MMC 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 
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Defendants for his unlawful actions and to deter Defendant 
City Council and others from engaging in the same or similar 
acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

COUNT VII - 28 U.S.C. §§2201 and 2202 CLAIMS AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS EXCEPT FINA 
The Court has the authority to issue declaratory judgments and 
grant further relief pursuant to 28 U.S.c. §§2201 and 2202, and 

§§1983 and 1985. 

194. Plaintiffs realleges Paragraphs | through 193 in this action for 
declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, §2201, 
against Defendants for depriving her of her constitutional liberty 
interest in holding public, without due process of law. 
195. Plaintiffs assert that their position, set forth in this Complaint, 
is legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 
however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 
and Plaintiffs are in doubt as to her rights, privileges and 
immunities. Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and 
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declaratory judgment declaring her rights, privileges and 

immunities. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

the Defendants 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages to 

punish the Defendants for his unlawful actions and to deter 

Defendant City Council and others from engaging in the same 

or similar acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs recoverable costs. 

COUNT VIII - 28 U.S.C. §§§1366, 1367, and 1391 (b). 
CLAIMS AGAINST SIKES, CITY COUNCIL, SAMPSON, HILL, KOBERLEIN, WITT, AND JEFFERSON 

196. This Court has supplemental jurisdiction over Plaintiffs’ state 

law claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§§1366, 1367, and 1391(b). 

197. Plaintiffs realleges paragraphs 1 through 196 in this action for 

declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, §2201, 
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against Defendants for depriving her of her constitutional liberty 

interest in holding public, without due process of law. 

198. Plaintiffs assert that her position, set forth in this Complaint, 

is legally sound and Supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 

however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 

and Plaintiffs are in doubt as to her rights, privileges and 

immunities. Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and 

declaratory judgment declaring her rights, privileges and 

immunities. 

199. On October 18, 2021, Plaintiff B. Coker Coker filed an action 

in this Circuit Court, alleging that the City Council violated Florida 

Statute 286.011(1), also known as Florida’s “Sunshine Law,” which 

requires that “all meetings of a state or local collegial body are 

declared to be open to the public at all times, and no formal action 

shall be considered binding except as taken or made at such 

meeting.” 

200. On the evening of October 26, 2021, the City Council held the 

Special meeting. During that meeting, the City Clerk took 

contemporaneous notes. During that meeting, several motions were 

made and failed, until finally, at the end of the meeting, Plaintiff B. 
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Coker was selected as the new Council member from District 14 on 

a vote of 3-1. This decision was reflected in the Clerk’s notes. The 

Mayor announced the only action remaining was for the Plaintiff B. 

Coker to take the Oath of Office. On October 27, 2021, on inquiry 

from the non prevailing counsel member easily construed to serve 

as an attempt to use the City Attorney and City Clerk to serve asa 

liaison to other members of the Council, the City Attorney explained 

a Motion for Reconsideration could not be used to reconsider the 

vote. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

Defendant Defendants City Council, Sikes, Witt, Koberlein, 

Jefferson, Hill, Sampson, Warren Ill, Defendants Agents 

Equality, Bowden, George, and Gambles. 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendant Defendant City Council, to punish the 

Defendants for his unlawful actions and to deter Defendant 

City Council and others from engaging in the same or similar 
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acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

COUNT IX -VIOLATION TO FLORIDA Florida Election Code CLAIMS AGAINST SIKES, CITY COUNCIL, SAMPSON, HILL, KOBERLEIN, WITT, JEFFERSON, BROWN, AND SECRETARY OF 
STATE 

201. Plaintiffs realleges paragraphs 1 through 200 in this action for 

declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, §2201, 

against Defendants for depriving her of her constitutional liberty 

interest in holding public, without due process of law. 

202. Plaintiffs assert that her position, set forth in this Complaint, 

is legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 

however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 

and Plaintiffs are in doubt as to her rights, privileges and 

immunities. Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and 

declaratory judgment declaring her rights, privileges and 

immunities. 

203. Defendants were required by the Lake City Charter, the Florida 

State Constitution, and the United States Constitution to adhere to 

the Florida Election Code, and The Voting Rights Act. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 
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A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

Defendants 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendant Defendant City Council, to punish the 

Defendants for his unlawful actions and to deter Defendant 

City Council and others from engaging in the same or similar 

acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

COUNT X - WHISTLEBLOWER ACT OF FS 112.3187 
CLAIMS AGAINST SIKES, CITY COUNCIL, SAMPSON, 

KOBERLEIN, WITT, AND JEFFERSON 

204. WhistleBlower Act of FS 112.3187 Adverse action against 
employee for disclosing information of specified nature prohibited: 
employee remedy and relief. 

205. Plaintiffs realleges paragraphs 1 through 203 in this action for 
declaratory relief pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, §2201, 
against Defendants for depriving her of her constitutional liberty 
interest in holding public, without due process of law. 
206. Plaintiffs assert that her position, set forth in this Complaint, 
is legally sound and supported by fact and law. Defendants’ actions, 
however, have created a bona fide controversy between the parties, 
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and Plaintiffs are in doubt as to her rights, privileges and 
immunities. Plaintiffs require, therefore, both injunctive relief and 
declaratory judgment declaring her rights, privileges and 
immunities. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

Defendant Defendants City Council, Sikes, Witt, Koberlein, 

Jefferson, Hill, Sampson, Warren III, Defendants Agents 

Equality, Bowden, George, and Gambles. 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendant Defendant City Council, to punish the 

Defendants for his unlawful actions and to deter Defendant 

City Council and others from engaging in the same or similar 

acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

COUNT XI- INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

207. Plaintiffs realleges each and every allegation set forth in 
paragraphs 1 through 206 Complaint and incorporate them herein 
by reference. 
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208. This Court has jurisdiction over this state law cause of action 

because Plaintiffs' other claims involve Federal Questions and this 

Court has supplemental jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1367. 

209. This is an action under Florida law to recover damages for 

intentional infliction of emotional distress, against all Defendants. 

210. Defendant City Council engaged in a conspiracy with other 

citizens, and with the other Defendants named in this suit, to 

deprive Plaintiffs of her liberty, reputation, livelihood, respect, and 

good health, under circumstances calculated to cause Plaintiffs the 

maximum amount of emotional distress. 

211. The particular actions taken by Defendant City Council to 

publicly defame and ultimately deprive Plaintiffs of dignity to cause 

each emotional distress are detailed above and may be summarized 

as follows: 

212. Beginning with the efforts of Defendants to use secret ballot to 

select Defendant Douglas to Defendant Sampson to violate Florida 

Sunshine through Defendants Sikes, and Koberlein acting as 

liaison to Defendant City Council outside of Sunshine, and the 

defamation, threats and intimidation allowed of Defendants Agents 

Equality, Warren III, Bowden, George, and Gambles to publicly 

lynch Plaintiffs in such a manner as to deter other citizens followed 

by the conspiracy set in place by the remaining Defendants to delay 

and derail the efforts of the Plaintiffs to exercised protected rights. 

213. The Defendants deliberately misrepresented information 

received from Defendant Foreman in his legal representation of 

Plaintiff B. Coker, and gave access to confidential information to
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Defendants Agents Equality, Warren III, George, Gambles, and 

Bowden with not other intent to use such information to defame, 

slander, threaten, and defame Plaintiffs both on social media and at 

the public meeting of the City Council on November 1, 2021 and 

November 8, 2021 to unduly enflame, outrage, humiliate, and use 

the false pretenses of addressing the City Council with legitimate 

business did so intentional of deprive Plaintiffs of her constitutional 

and state law rights. 

214. Defendants choose to retaliate against Plaintiff B. Coker and 

caused emotional distress because she was awareDefendant Fina 

knew of the ongoing litigation conflicts with Defendants Koberlein 

and Foreman regarding the Shands Hospital Authority and the 

Defendant Columbia County Board of County Commissioners on 

November 11, 2021 when the receivership of 23million in assets 

was considered and each of the Defendants FOreman and Koberlein 

had conflict with the their representation of either Defendants 

Columbia County Board of County Commissioner and City Council 

and chose not to recuse themselves. 

215. The Defendants retaliated against Plaintiff B. Coker caused 

emotional distress because she was aware that Defendant 

Foreman’s financial contribution to Defendant Koberlein was made 

knowingly withheld their conflicts in their litigation with Shands 

Hospital Authority in November of 2021. 

216. Defendants acted intentionally, maliciously and with complete 

disregard for the Plaintiffs’ constitutional and state law rights. 
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217. The emotional and psychological harm which Plaintiff V. Coker 

and M. Coker suffered as a result of the loss of custody of her son, 

without notice, was completely foreseeable and was an intended 

consequence of Defendant City Council’s actions. 

218. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s outrageous 

conduct, Plaintiffs have suffered severe emotional distress and 

ongoing psychological injuries. 

219. The emotional distress suffered by Plaintiffs is unusually 

extreme and severe and is a direct and intended consequence of the 

intentional and outrageous conduct of the Defendant. 

220. Though justice has been deliberately and continues to be 

denied and delayed, Plaintiff B. Coker incurred special damages 

expenses for litigation efforts in the Third Judicial Circuit Court of 

Columbia County and the First District Court of Appeals Court to 

seek justice for the attempts of Defendants to secretly select 

Defendant Douglas by secret ballot and conspired efforts of all 

Defendants to deprive Plaintiff B. Coker from public office 

appointment, the loss of income and of potential income, and 

interference with the education of Plaintiffs V. Coker and M. Coker. 

. Plaintiffs incurred general damages for the mental and emotional 

pain and suffering she experienced. Plaintiffs have also incurred 

costs and attorney’s fees which are recoverable pursuant to 42 

U.S.C. §1988. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 
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cause; 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

Defendant Defendant City Council for intentional infliction of 

emotional distress. 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 

against Defendant Defendant City Council, to punish the 

Defendants for his unlawful actions and to deter Defendant City 

Council s and others from engaging in the same or similar acts in 

the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

E. That this Court award Plaintiffs all other relief in law and 

in equity to which she may be entitled. 

DAMAGES AND FEES 

221. Plaintiffs’ have suffered damages as a direct result of the 

Defendants’ policies, practices and actions. 

222. Plaintiffs’ damages consist of infringement upon her 

constitutional rights and the loss of the companionship of her 

natural child, as well as monetary losses, including expenses 

associated with protecting her constitutional rights and _ civil 

liberties, lost earnings and earning potential and interference with 
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her education. 

223. This Court is authorized to award damages for violation of 

Plaintiffs' constitutional rights under 42 U.S.C. §1983. 

224. This Court is authorized to award attorneys to represent 

Plaintiffs in this action and has agreed to pay them a reasonable 

fee, which fee the Defendants must pay pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 

§1988. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for the following relief: 

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this 

cause in the following cases: 

1. Third Circuit Judicial Court of Columbia County, 

Florida Case No. CA-2021-268 

ii. Third Circuit Judicial Court of Columbia County, 

Florida Case No. CA-2021-268 

Case No. CA-2021-288 

hi. First District Court of Appeals Case No. 2022-0463 

B. That this Court award Plaintiffs money damages against 

Defendant Defendant City Council for intentional interference with 

her custodial rights. 

C. That this Court award Plaintiffs punitive damages 
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against Defendant Defendant City Council, to punish the Defendant 

for his unlawful actions and to deter Defendant City Council s and 

others from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future. 

D. That this Court award Plaintiffs her recoverable costs. 

E. That this Court award Plaintiffs all other relief in law and 

in equity to which she may be entitled. 

PLAINTIFFS DEMAND A TRIAL BY JURY 

Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11, by signing below, I 

certify to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief that this 

complaint: (1) is not being presented for an improper purpose, such 

as to harass, cause unnecessary delay, or needlessly increase the 

cost of litigation; (2) is supported by existing law or by a 

nonfrivolous argument for extending, modifying, or reversing 

existing law; (3) the factual contentions have evidentiary support or, 

if specifically so identified, will likely have evidentiary support after 

a reasonable opportunity for further investigation or discovery; and 

(4) the complaint otherwise complies with the requirements of Rule 

11. 

I agree to provide the Clerk’s Office with any change to my address 

where case-related papers may be served. I understand that my 

failure to keep a current address on file with the Clerk’s Office may 

result in the dismissal of my case. 

May 9, 2022 

Befaithful Coker, Pro Se 

Befaithful Coker parent of V. and M. Coker 
Po Box 15 - Lake City, Florida 32056 
386.697.6075 

Befaithfulcoker@gmail.com 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
for the 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

ORLANDO DIVISION 

BEFAITHFUL COKER, 

MINOR CHILD V. COKER, 

AND MINOR CHILD M. COKER 

Plaintiffs, CASE NO.:622-CV-854-RBD-LHP 

Vs. 

SYLVESTER WARREN, III Et. al 

CERTIFICATE OF EMERGENCY 

I hereby certify that, I have carefully examined this matter and it is a 
true emergency because it impacts matters of grave concern that if 
continued to be delayed will cause irreparable harm to the Plaintiffs and 
citizens of Lake City, FL specifically those in District 14 in an election 
process. 

I further certify that the necessity for this emergency hearing has not 
been caused by a lack of due diligence on my part, but has been brought 
about only by the circumstances of this case. The issues presented by 

this matter have not been submitted to the Judge assigned to this case 
or any other Judge or Magistrate Judge of the Southern District of 
Florida prior hereto. 

I further certify that I have made a bona fide effort to resolve this matter 
without the necessity of emergency action. 

Dated this 9th day of May, 2022. 

Lead 
—i~> | 

Signature: <b b' 
a ra 

Befaithful Coren ProSe 

PO Box 15 

Lake City, FL 32056 

befaithfulcoker@gmail.com 

386.697.6075 
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October 21, 2019 

Honorable Judge Veginia Covington, 

Middle District of Florida 

Dear Judge Covington, 

As a member of the Lake City, City Council] write this letter as a request for termination of 

probation for Syivester Warren iit. | would be.remiss to pass an the opportunity to help such an active 

citizen that has been so influential and effective in the community. Over the past two years, Mr. Warren 

has made sure the City Council is held accountable to the citizens for their actions. Mr. Warren is very 

inteHigent and articulate, and t is rare that he misses a City Council meeting, 2 is afso rare that he 

doesn't have an opinion or something to say about at least one issue concerning his community. 

Mir. Warren has come before ‘the council to get abandon houses torn town because they are 

Aresding grounds for criminal activity, rodents, and ether pest, advocated for affordable housing, 

infrastructure repairs troughout the community and argued on behalf of the elderly on fixed incomes 

against a garbage ifee increase, just to name afew. 

ido feel that Syivester could he more productive as a member of aur community without the 

stigma of him being on probation. Unfortunately, his current status and previous incarceration is 

something that some of my colfeagues often bring up when Sylvester is holding ait of us om the city 

counci accoumtabte, However, many of us inthe community, myself iachuded have come to leann that 

person’s past doesn’t define or dictate what or who they may become. Sylvester has taught us this. He is 

aman. of honor that has worked hard to reécuild his reputation as well as his community. 

Sacerety, 

iman Jake HM, Sr. 



—— 
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To Honorable Judge Covington: Feb 20 2018 

This letter is in reference to Sylvester Warren, whom | have personally known for 

approximately seventeen years through my employment as a police officer, with 

the Lake City Police Department and as a Deputy Sheriff, with the Columbia 

County Sheriffs Office. 

During this time Sylvester and | have not always gotten along because of the 

lifestyle that he chose during his early adult years. Because of his actions, 

Sylvester, was arrested and served several years in Federal Prison for Nis actions. 

When Sylvester got out I got a chance to speak with him for the first time at 

Richardson Middle School where his son attended school. 

While speaking with Sylvester | could tell | was talking to a different person. He 

also expressed to me his interest in wanting to speak to young people about 

making the right choices. 

After a month or so | set up an assembly at my school and had Sylvester come and 

speak to a 100 middle school students. Sylvester was so excited after speaking 

that he wanted to do another one. 

| spoke with Syivester’s probation officer and expressed to fer that Sylvester was 

doing a great job with the kids and that | felt Sylvester truly cared. 

Sylvester has spoken to several groups (High School/Middle) for me and has even 

done several on his own. He has been called by people that have heard him speak 

and have requested him to speak at banquets for athletes. 

| feel that Sylvester has learned from his mistakes and truly feels if ne can reach 

one person to keep them from traveling the path he chose as a young adult then 

he has made a difference. 

| support Sylvester in his efforts and { also consider him as a friend that truly cares 

for his community.
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any concerns 

D/S James W Finnell #764 

Columbia County Sheriff’s Office 

School Resource Division 

Columbia High School 

386)-623-6741 

(386)-438-4628 
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October 16, 2006 

To Whom It May Concem: 

[ have known Sylvester Warren as an individual and respected member of this 
community for more than (25) years. Through the years he has over came many 
obstacles in his life many good. In the last five years Mr. Warren has displayed nothing but good and honest outcomes with in the community. He has also participated in and financially supports many public and schoo! functions within our community with honor, 
dedication and sincerity. 

I personal do not feel Sylvester Warren as a menace or threat to the society or 
community. Furthermore Sylvester Warren has the potential and desire to continue to be a productive member of society with all do respect. 

If I can be any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Williams 

County Councilman, 
City of Lake City, Florida 

» FILED THs 

LT bay of bey 20 
P. Del, ; Glerk of Courts 

“Deputy Clerk — 
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October 16, 2006 

Eugene Jefferson 
721 NE Center Street 
Lake City, F1 32055 

To Whom It May Concern: 

It ts with distinct pleasure to provide this “Character Reference” on behalf of Sylvester 
Warren III. I have known Mr. Warren as an individual and member of this community 
for more than fifteen years. Through many personal conversations with Mr. Warren, he 
often expressed concern about social problems and crimes in the northwest and northeast 
section of the City of Lake City. Also, he expressed an interest and a need to develop 
community groups and organizations designed to enhance the wellbeing and quality of 
life in our city. 

During the most recent years, he has owned and operated a local business located on 
East Duval Street in Lake City. Where he supply jobs for several! individuals . 

T have known him to participate in and financially support many public functions 
within our community with a spirit of dedication and sincerity. 

In view of his most recent law violations, it is my wish they will not cast a shadow 
over his past positive contributions. Furthermore, | do not view Mr. Warren as a menace 
or threat to the wellbeing of society. Jt is my opinion; Mr. Warren has the potential and 
desire to continue to be a productive member of society. 

Pleas do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide further information or assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Sryee 
. Eugene Jefferson 
City Councilman, 
City of Lake City, Florida 
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McRae & McNeill 
Attorneys at Law 

318 East Duval Street 
Lake City, FL32055 

Telephone: (388) 719-4357 
Fax: {386) 719-4430 

www.northiondainiury.com 

J. Bradley McRaet 
Jennifer R. McRaet 
Kevin A. McNeil! 
ft Licensed in Florida & Georgia 

February 21, 2018. 

RE: Sylvester Warren 

Early termination 

Dear Honorable Virginia Covington, 

My name is T. Bradley McRae. | am a tawyer practicing civi filigation. | have been in practice for over 20 years. Mr. Warren fs a personal friend who | have known for several 
years. He has demonstrated dedication to the community and a desire to help those around him. He has helped organize and contributed to numeérous fundraisers and community events, most of which have served underprivileged children. These include providing backpack and schoo! supplies, and this past Christmas donating his time and energy for special needs children at the junior high to purchase Christmas gifts. | ony 
know about the latter because my special needs daughter was in the class, which | found out he had sponsored. 

In particular, he Is a huge advocate for the youth and ts committed to helping them succeed. Mr. Warren had a hard life as a child and did not have a good upbringing with parents as good examples. He has‘been candid with me with his past life and the prison time he has served. Unlike many, he has used his challenging life circumstances and experiences to became a better person who wants to make a difference. 

Mr. Warren is a valuable asset to our community and in my opinion would be deserving of early termination of his probation. Please contact me should you have any other questions or would like to discuss this matter further. You can reach me at my office at (386) 719-4357 or on my cel phone at (386) 344-4357. 
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Sylvester Warren TIfz 
G22 Richardson Terrace. 
Lake City, Florida 32055 

October 2, 2019 

Honorable Virginia M. Hernandez Covington 801 North Florida Avenue 
Chambers 143 
Tampa, Fiorida 33662 

RE: Case# 3:07-cr~233-J-33HTS 

Dear Honorable Judge Covington, 

i pray that this letter finds you in the best of health. 1 will try and brief as Lf request a little of your time. fF have served 2 little more than four years of my five-year probation sentence and as required and expected, without any incidents or infractions so I am requesting early termination from probation. Over ten years ago you forced me to take a long look in the mirror; it didn't click right away, but when I did, it wasn’t a 

it is now my mission toe be a positive infiuence and role to those in my community, especially those that T see headed down the same path that I did. Given the opportunity to speak with Middie and high school Students on occasion, I share My Story as a route NOT to take. 

My reentry into the community has been a rewarding ane as I rebuild myself as a man; @ man of integrity and honor, a man that someone will be proud to call a friend and/or a family member. Since my time home, I have Strived to have a better relationship with my son. I have lived with moral integrity with respect of the Principies and values that are required of a Droductive citizen. 

put my negative Past behind me for good; release from probation would grant me that opportunity. I have enclosed character letters that i pray you will take in consideration as you make ‘rT decision to grant me early termination from Probation. 
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eras » Annie Mattox Recreation Center, fac. 

fe? °} e\ SUL NE Center Avenue 3 [: 
; Lake City, Florida 32055 +7- 

Soard Mernbers: Al Nefson, President 
Relo Vdlliamson - LaWanda Austin -Syivester Warcan lf- Mary A. Vélliam - Lavell Gearge - Grover A. Lawis - 

Vanessa George - Dana Jemigan 

October 7, 2019 

As a Fellow board member of Sylvester Warren Ul, it gives me much pleasure to be of any 
assistance that i can to hilen. Mic. Warren continuous gives back to this commenity and help other in any 
capacity that he can. With his persuasive negotiating skills and professional demeaner, Mr. Warren has 
helped this board get funds from the county in an amount that we have never received before. 

With these funds we will Improve and/or get new playground equipment, a multi-purpose 
room, new bathrooms with heat and air condition (we wilt be the only facility that wilt have this 
feature), renovated concession stand, and bleachers. | know this may seem like something small or not 
very important, but it is to the children of community; -chidren that now have safe equipment to play 
on, sport activities can be held in our community: allowing more children to attend and participate. The 
factlity will have the ability to compete with other facilities outside of community in order to generate 
an income and become self-sufficient. 

know that # Wir. Warren ts no longer burden with the stigma of his previous Hfe, he would 
continue to make a powerful impact in our community. So take this as my plea, asking that you grant 

Mr. Warren's request to be release from the remainder of his probation term. 

Y 

A & idarst 

CC: Dana Jerigan 

Nelo Williams 

Lavell George 

Lawanda Austin 

Mary Williams 
Vanesse George 

Grover Lewis 

Sylvester Warren I! 

Annie Mattox Recreation Center is a non-profit organization ander section 501 C) (3)
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Columbia County Recreation Department 
Post Office Box 1529. » 255 NE Coach Anders Lane 

Lake City, Fl. 32056 

Telephone: 386-754-7095 « Fax 386-754-7097 + Email: mario_coppock@columbiacountyfla.com 

fiaria 2. Cappock, CPR; CP it 
Director 

February 16, 2018 

Honorable, Judge Virginia Covington 

Middle District of Florida 

Dear judge Covington, 

This correspondence is to verify that Mr. Sylvester Warren If} has been
 involved in several of our youth 

programs, volunteering many hours working in the concession s
tands during the youth basketball league 

and football seasons. He has taken on the responsibility of setting up
, serving, and cleaning up after the 

games. During this time, he has met with and counseled many young peop
le (students) on the value of 

making good life choices. 

Last year, he totaled approximately 60+ volunteer hours and has t
aken up where he jem off by 

continuing to volunteer again this basketball season. Mr. Warren i
s punctual, helpful, and aiways has a 

good attitude when volunteering with our organization. We appreciate all of
 his help. if you have any 

questions or need to contact me, i can-be reached at Mari columbjacountyfia.cam or 

386-754-7095. 

The Mission of the Columbia County Recreation Department is to meet the community's need 

for diverse, affordable, professionally managed recreation programs for children and adults, while 

maintaining a clean and safe environment.
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Drug Bust in Columbia County tied to Marion 

By KAREN VOYLES / THE GAINESVILLE SUN 

LAKE CITY - A father and three sons have been arrested as part of an 
investigation into what authorities are calling a $30 million to $33 million 
cocaine, crack and marijuana trade in Columbia County. 

The operation was broken up in a series of arrests on federal and state charges 
over Labor Day weekend. 

“We believe this is the largest drug ring ever uncovered in the county,” said 
Columbia Sheriff Bill Gootee. 

The case has been under investigation for at least two years, and federal, state and 
local officials said the ring may have been in operation for seven years or more. 
The ring appeared to have ties to several North Florida communities as well as to 
Ocala and Miami. 

Acting U.S. Attorney James R. Klindt said investigators were able to trace the 
ring’s activities to Alachua, Columbia, Dade, Hamilton, Marion and Suwannee 
counties as well as to South Georgia. The suspects charged in federal court may 
face a mandatory minimum of 10 years in prison, Klindt said. 

Federal officials said it appeared the group moved at least 15 kilograms of cocaine 
through the region over the past seven years. A whole kilo may sell for $20,000 to 
$22,000, officials estimated, but once divided, the 15 kilos had a street value of 
$30 million to $33 million. 

A challenge for investigators was infiltrating the group, which was reportedly led 
by a father and three of his sons, authorities said. By midday Wednesday, four of 
the seven people wanted on federal! drug charges had been arrested and 12 others 
had been arrested on state drug charges. 

“This investigation began two years ago as a follow-up to an investigation in 
2004-2005 of [cocaine] sources in Georgia,” said Randall Bohman, the assistant 
special agent in charge of the Jacksonville district office of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration. “This group was difficult to infiltrate because we had to dismantle 
a sophisticated, well-entrenched organization that was made up of family 
members.”
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Bohman said the Columbia County case also had ties to six people indicted in the 
Bradford County area a few years ago who had allegedly been supplying the 

Columbia County suspects. 

While making the arrests, which began Aug. 31, agents seized three vehicles 

including a 2006 Cadillac, three weapons including an AK-47, crack cocaine, 
scales and $5,000 in cash, authorities said. 

Those accused of being the ringleaders are Lake City residents who have been 

scheduled for a detention hearing in front of a federal judge in Jacksonville at 
2:30 p.m. today, officials said. 

Authorities said the people they identified as ringleaders have been charged with 

conspiracy to distribute and possession with intent to distribute five kilograms or 

more of cocaine and 50 grams or more of crack cocaine. 

Those suspects were identified as Sylvester Warren Jr., 48, also known as 

Motorcam and Cam; his sons Sylvester Warren III, 27, also known as Vester and 

Mook; Michael Demonn Warren, 25, also known as Pookie and Fatboy; and Doug 

Bradley, 26, also known as Cole Grady and Stunner, and who was identified by 

federal officials as a half-brother of Sylvester ITI and Michael, authorities said. 
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Fifteen Arrested in Multi-County
 Drug Ring 

By Lanetra Bennett 

Published: Sep. 12, 2007 at 6:17 PM EDT 

Fifteen suspected drug dealers are arrested after their seven-year operation throughout North 

Florida and South Georgia was busted. 

Sylvester Warren II, Doug Bradley, Michael Warren and Sylvester Warren, Jr. are all arrested on
 

federal criminal complaints. The Columbia County Sheriff's Office says for the past seven 

years, the suspects were distributing powder and crack cocaine. 

Suwannee and Hamilton County sheriffs both say these men along with eleven others a
rrested 

were also selling drugs in their communities. 

One concerned resident, Ulysses S. Thomas, said, “They get the poor, dumb people to go
 

around and sell it. Some people make a living of it, some don't. | just don't like it. | never smoke, 

| never drink. I'm sure glad they made the bust." 

Investigators say this drug ring has manufactured and distributed at feast 1,500 kilograms of 

cocaine street valued at from $30 to $33 million. 

Suwannee County resident Maggie McEwan said, "I hope they arrest a lot more. There's a lot 

coming in on the interstate, too at the check point. | hope they keep doing a good job. I'm 

proud of what they do." 

The remaining suspects arrested are facing state charges. They are: Henry Germaine Cooper, 

Michael Shain Schuck, Ronald Leroy Samuels, Amy Denise Dobson, Latrez Amir Arline, James 

Terrance White, Pharoh Baker, Maceo Sheppard, Michael Baker, Michael Byrd, Bernard Lucas. 

Their charges range from sell and deliver of cannabis to the sell, possession and trafficking of 

cocaine. All 15 suspects are from Lake City. 

Local, state and federal law enforcement agents also seized three vehicles, guns, and five 

thousand dollars cash. Authorities say this is huge victory for our area. The two-year 

investigation is not over; authorities say more arrests are coming. 
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Audrey E. Sikes, MMC 
City Cierk 
City of Lake City 

205 North Marion Avenue 

Lake City, Florida 32055 

Ph: 386-719-5756 

Fax: 386-752-4896 

ik. @lefia.c 

PLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or 
from City officials regarding City business are public records available to the public and media 
upon request. Your email communications may be subject to public disctosure. 

From: Fred Koberlein <Fred@ kioiaw.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2021 7:54 AM 
To: Todd Sampson <SampsonT @ict m> 
Ce: Sikes, Audrey <SikesA @icfia. >; Alysha Jenkins <Alysha@klolaw.com>.: FredSr. 
<FredSr@klolaw.com> , as 
Subject: RE: Reconsideration of motion 

Mr. Sampson. 

The city counci rules were amended and adopted through ordinance 202) -~!—8& on March }, 
2021. The city council's rules take precedence over Robert's Rules of Order. Newly Revised 
(currently. the 12" Ed.) when a motion or rule is provided for in the two sets of rules. Section 
2-41(e). provides for the use of a motion to reconsider. Therefore. section 2-41(e) governs the 
use of such a motion. For context. | have pasted the entire section of 2-4): 

(a3) Debate from chair The Mayer OF Vice-miyor or such other councilmember as may he presiding may move, second anc debate from the chair subject only to such fumiations of debate as are by these rules uuposed on all councilmembers and shall not be deprived ef any of the rights and privileses of the counciimember by reason ot bemye the presiding officer 

(b) Getting the Noor, improper references to he avoided Fyen councilmember desiring te speak shall address the chair. and, upon recognition ty the presiding officer, shalt confine all comments to the question under debale, avcidine all personalities and undecorow: husgeape . 
(¢) Interruptions. A gouniimer bas ota tr opnizcd, shal} not be interrupted when speaking unless it be to call him Of her to order, ar as othersn sc coh fst occa fe counciline mbes while speaking. is vailed to order, be the councilimember shalt cease sped uy dca: th os bs be determined. wand, if in order. he the councilmember shall be permitted to proceed 
(8) Privilege of clising tne 64 Abie mot nays the adoption of an ordinance yr tesulution of any motion shall have the privilege of cs. sing Vic i ee, 
{c) Motion to resunsides A yneu pce oaks wit 2CtCT Mahon bs the council may be mude action was taken. Ht niay te anads cath. edicnl duties ihe song ‘ council Such motion shall be mak $s 4: he pty ata ade, | 

made at any time and have precede..¢ 0 re af! Ler MoS ar w 
Nothing yn this section shall be consine ( «- 
motion ata subsequent meeting of the oc gat 

only on the day such 
te-sion, or at a recessed of adjoumed session of the 

“May be seconded by any counciimembers, and may be 
le a councilmember has the Hoor: it shall be debatahte. Pe aS ceunetiy « mber fram making oc remaking the yame ur any other 
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it) Remarks af councilmember: entry in minutes A couneimember may request. 
through the proswding oftwes, the 

A . . ne . 4 - 2 +4! MAT 

privilege of having an abstract of the councilin
cimber's statement on any subject under consdc

ration by the counes member 

entered in the minutes Hf the city council consents thereic, such statement s
hall be entered in the minutes 

igh Synopus of debate. enim 1a npinutes The clerk aay cater mn the mrinsles a syaeepsrs of the
 drcrssion OFF at) 

question coming before the council ° - - * ad 

(h) Rutes of order Except in conthet with the priv istons of fas section, Rebert’s Rates af Order Newly Revises. 

shall govem the deliberations of the sonnel 

Subsection (e) requires a motion to reconsi
der any action taken by the council to be in

itiated 

(the “primary motion”) by a councilmember of 
the prevailing side of the action. An) 

councilmember may second the primary motion
. if a motion to reconsider is passed. then the 

original question is reopened and the exact sam
e question is presented to the council body for

 

another vote. The rules are designed to protect from
 over use Therefore, the motion to 

reconsider mav be made on the same day the vote to be
 reconsidered was taken or if the 

council meeting extends for more than one (1) day then the
 very nest day of the same council 

meeting. 

Thank you for asking this question in advance. 
It can be challenging to provide instruction on 

the use of the rules when taking into account the prim
ar motion, subsidiary motions. and 

motions of privilege which take precedent. Please d
o not hesitate to call me to discuss this 

subject or any other motions being considered. 

Thank you. 

Fred Koberlein, Jr. 
Roarit Certified Steoenes - City, Counts & Jocut Geveronient 

\. 386,269 9BOZ Lake City FL %, 326,515 26268 Live Oak FL 

& 352 519.4357 Gainesville, FL ta 388.958 6652 

PREEMINENT 
IM Veer Aster) Set ge et 2 

ee Eee 
2320 

#96 Hie suidpi ct Of ya © -rta ts bere SUS SIO PETS Or tossone Mist yg Mee! 

iat ass Gold us de dis ss fee °°? Tre abternanes of Pes © mth SKS “8 

contident.e! infgimaton (you td. lecewved ine Ge 

were the message if Stores 
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To: Fred Koberlein <Fred @kiolaw.com> 

Cc: sikesa <sikesa@ictla com> 

Subject: Reconsideration of motion 

Mr. Koberiein, 

Could a motion to reconsider the nomination from the meeting on October 26th be made at the nexi 
meeting? If so who can make the motion and who can second? 

'm copying Audrey as this may be information needed by tne entire Council. 

Todd 

Disclaimer 

The information coataned mtn s seme jecetion from the sencer is confidentia. [* is snternced Sot y fur use 
by the recigisat ano sthers aut* oc 264 7c perewve it. if yf are AOL Ine recimiet, you are Nereny notfied that 

any discicsure, copying, dist iuutun or teking attion in relates of the contents ot this INFOEMAIGN 1s strietly 
protubites and mey be urlavetul 

This emad hes deer scarined for viruses and malware, and ray have been automaticuily avthoved Vie haye 

implementes HAVEN’, fron, Corvid Cyberdefensewtics orstects our ret eares data ened and enape:irs 
with leading eage threat preventior controts end 24x7x365 threat detecucn and momtonnag. To tind cu 
more Chicr tere 

joct rd! 

MOOR iu eh PEE eget Aghon pad 

SO #8 Woe 
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Filing # 138133548 E-Filed 11/08/2021 05:15:25 PM 

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRD AG 

IN AND FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY EF 

Bb bE ALELELE TE CORER, 

Petitioner, 

VS. 

CLLY COUNCHE OF LAKE CHIEY. 

FLORIDA, Individually and 

Collectively: and AUDREY SIRES, 

in her capacity as CLEY CLERK O1 

LAKE CHY. 

Respondents, 

Sennen ae a ener ee re eee ee ee 

ALTERNATIVE WRETIN MAN 

Filed 05/10/22 

DAMUS, AND 

ORDER NISLIN PROHIBITION 

Page 112 of 116 PagelD 

EXHIBIT CC 

MOL CIRCUF 

LORIDA 

CASE NOL Mi21-288-0N 

THIS CAUSE came before the Court on Nov ember 
& 2 

Mandamus are incorporated herein by reference. See Ft
 

review, Petitioner's claim is legally sufficient. 

20) days of the date of this Order as to why the Pet
ition should ne 

to filling the Distriet { 

of the Verified Petition lor Writ of Mandamus, See S
tokes vo faith 

DCA 2021) (citing bla. R. 

directing the respondent to show cause shall stay f
urther proceedi 

DONE in Chambers in in Columbia County, | lorilit, Uti», 

SERA BEBOHEL AS. 

Lind /, Dre ictva 
? 

STATE OF FLORIDA COUNTY OF Capa recut 

THEREBY CERTIFY, tal he above a forego 
is a be copy of the origina! fied in this office. 

JAMES M CLERK OF COURTS 

am aisle 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus, The allegations contained in the 

aR. Civ P. 1.630(dn 2). Upon this Court's 

WHEREFORE. it is hereby ORDERED that Responde
n 

1 o30(d). (ek Fla. R. App. P.9. 100th). Att pending Cin Council of bake C 

4 seat on the City Council are stayed pending this Court's
 Gnal resolution 

/ vA 

OY. on the Petitioner's \ eritied 

Verified Petition for Writ of 

ts shall SHOW CAUSE within 

the urinted. See Pa R. Ci P. 

ity proceedings related 

"y. UI7 So. Ad 262, 2603 Cha Ist 

App. 2.9. 100¢h) (In prolibitian proceedings, the issuance of an 
order 

nies ippthe lower tribunal”) 
s 

7 dix of Nawemmber 2027, 

TIRCUE JUDGE 

¢ 

Electronically Filed Columbia Case # 21000288CAAXMX 11/08/2021 05:15:25 
PM 
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Befaithful Coker v. City Council of Lake City, Florida, et. al 

Alternate Writ in Mandamus, and Order Nisi in Prohibitio
n 

Case No.: 2021-288-CA 

Wesley R Douglas, Circuit Judge 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoi
ng Alternate Writ in Mandamus and 

Order Nisi in Prohibition was furnished by electro
nic transmission this & day of November 

2021. to the following: 

Natalie A. Kato. Esquire 
Fred Koberlein, Esquire 

Counsel for Befaithful Coker 
Attorney for Lake City. Florida 

natalic‘a@ kato.law 
tred'a@klolaw.com 

Judicial Assistant 

1
2
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est Ex eit O 

Shade meeting at city hall begins at 

3pm. Koon Law versus LCPD and then 

the Unfaithful Coker lawsuit issue. She 

is trying to suit her way in office. 

Perhaps the council will tie it up in 

court until election time! 

15 
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ee: pd Ren tose naw ort nful TTyYIAG TO D 

__ offic vole s lawsuits Ne ediess 10s 

gave TORR) Je Jernigan we would ome not t De int rhs fancier 

» basically speaking to couneilthan. Todd Sampson and Jake Fi Hill i notto ‘ 
i “aback: down. since you, both: are mainly respec onsible for where we are at. 

3 ‘regarding this matter 
t i. 

tee 

Lastly, it is better for the city to fight and keep the vacant seat tiled up 
in court until it is time for elections and then Unfaithful frivolous 

lawsult becomes a moot point. 

Py 

1 
a. i 

~ 

Conclusion: | think most people can hi e with the four horsemen who 

continues to de nothing but r aMuck with city busineds and affairs. 

10 plus months of these four is painful but wont kil us fike Unfaithful 

Coker would. 

OO mments 1 Share 

a) Like & Share 

a 

Nicole Williams § 

e ectenel|| Bowden Agents Equality her: namesis ” | 

SBEFRAUDFUL..... sheis always running acon Ge Aaa) ee 
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OPINION 
4A www.lakecityreporter.com 
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XHIBIT & 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 

OUR OPINION 

City council: 
Freeze seat, 

drop drama 
ne best coume of action the Lake Cay Council can 

| take in rrvard to filling its council seat vacancy is 
to sit tight and do nothing. This is the best action 

this group can take for the good of the cvaidents and the 
cily buviness people it serves. 

the seat vacant. De nothing, Move en. 
The seat comes up for election in the primary in 

Aunts, which i¢ ju more than nine montis away and 
then the people who vule can decide and pick (bede rep 
resentative. 
Lraving Ihe seal meant Waves theey council menibers 

and the mayur in place. Four inembets mugte sts Ure coute 
<i] wuokd necd tu yet along aad work lugether, something 
thie group has mrooked Lhe past year wr so, This City 
Council will be forced tu think ales, plan, Le: nazi in 
their decisions and not fall victim ta knee jerk piBtics, 

This council #1] be fonced ta pull together for the 
proc! af the whoke, Une wood of the city In general anf 
not kowlow tp shouling hecklers wha tend ta bafty ieir 
agrradas and special interesis. 
This City Council will have to mature quickly. 
ICit doesn, we have gridluck, a lol of 2-2 votes. 

mations dying on the desk, exhales of frustration and 
probubly a few tantrums Ghe we've seen during the post 
year. Rut ucss hal? Gridlock caves the brant amount 
of damage 10 what 1s currently a very fragile cily goverte 
ment in avery iragile city. Gridlock, in aur case, miglit 
nave the City Council fmm itsetf. 
Ak son council slows the mayor one more 

chance to do the right thing — his job — and control the 
rneetings. The arayar must lead Uie conncil and contra! 
the audience af thy cpuncil meetings 
The mayor has his hands ful. Betkles a rotting wal 

lery of shouting members of the public regularly alien 
ing city mectiags, be oversovn witat al lines be a rogue 
council, muving radically to unsuccesefully fire tbe cily 
atturney for no apparent reming, Uhen auccrasfully fire 
the City Manager without any permonnel review shatan- 
ever. These things happened. 
These four Councilors have one paramount unde 

taking (hat takes precedent uve all other tasks and 
this is to hire a cumyumient Cay Manager to lead Lake 
City into the future, Based ons all (he shenanigans this 
City Council fas enacted recently, and itn relfinficted 
wounda, this will be a dountiny task, bet it must be dune 
with diligence. With four Councilors, there will be a con: 
sensus, a geatieman’s educated compromise, in onter ti 
make this happen. 

Vising a city manager must happen. The city is work 
lng on oa china intesim city manawer and the clack Is 
ticking. The city has ior ak M reenea cily manager, 
hurnan resources directo: h management director, 
police chief and fire chief id thd this fs just at the depart 
ment heat kevel, These all are key positions (iat neeit to 
be evaluated and Glled by a qualited cily mansuer 

Councilors already arv facing a Lowsuil by a resklent 
who Gmished a distant third in the lad election fur the 
wal and now is altenipling to litiyate ber ontu itt: 
council. Will the seat pemnpl more: legal paper: 
wack? Maybe. trut at this peal, peck sour poleon. What 
courtis is going lo chaslive a government bare pregaer siding 
with the people's right to chuonr their candidate at the 
Lalkit box? The residents, the city businesera and the 
city’s rvputatian throughiunt the frigion need o break. 
Drop the drama, freeze the sect antl) election day oext 
Aust and caltaly move on with Ue peuple’s profimaion- 
al business, 

Lake City Reporter 

Serving Columbia County Since 1874 
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New Texas univet sity aims to pursue truth 

School of thought 
FORT WORTH, Taxes 

ena ctiverse group uf 
intellectuals announced 
ihe fornuatlon of a ew 

unlversity iu Texas — now “coin 
initted ts open inquiry. freedom of 
quusctence, end civil discnurve” — 
the respanse from detractors ia Whe 
nirttia (xovial and traditional; was 
predictable. 
There waa almwst an immediate 

attempr to shut down any discus. 
won over the academic and cultural 
value of such an Inxtitution and die 
parage all of (hove Involved. 
“Wil it be 2 proper inatitutien 

of higher learning or Troll Slate?” 
opined a Washingtos Pust writer 
The question that ahoukd have 

beet) asbued insiead i Why has an 
institution thar Identifies the pur: 
suit of Lruth as ils highest prionty 
becume a novelly among American 
universities? 

Pana Raneion, the new president 
of the sascent Univeraty of Acsln, 
og mince worda in his explana- 
tun. 
“Many universilies oo longrt 

have an Ineestive lo create an 
environment where Intetlectual 
disacnt ta prntected and fashion 
able opinions are scrulinized,” he 
wrote tn the newstetter af former 
New York Times columnist and 
feiluw university founder Bari 
Weisa, announcing the university's 
formation. 

Consequently, he continued, our 
“rtlucational ayatern has become 
Wiberal and is produciog cillerns 
and leaders who are incapable 
and unwilling to participate ia the 
core achivity af democrativ guver- 
nam.” 
He ian't wrong. 
‘The wate nf American higher 

education haa been in peril tn 
sears. 

Universities. once bastions of 
Inve: ara! sliverse thought, have 
becume places thal inhibit intetlec- 
tual curtunity and exploration to an 
alarming degree. 

Cynthia M. Allen 
ry eS eter 

among univeraty professors for 
colleagues who have a “wrong 
opinion” aboul a cuntroversial sub- 
ject such as tmmigravon or gender 
dilferenees, A eurpetsing numer 

Universities, once bastions 
of ltee and diverse thought. 
have become places that 
inhitet intelectual cutiouty 
and exploration to an aluem 

ing degree. 

of acailemmics lel Uhat Lat have 
been threat with disciplinary 
action fur thele views, 

It’s no surprise that this think. 
ing hae bern absoshed by univer- 
ally etiadents who overwhelmingly 
acknowledtye thal tie campus 
vavironment stifes then from 
speaking Uheir minds but ala 
admit that dary have no problem 
teporting pratessors if Lie profes. 
sor says something students find 
offensive. 
There are inamunerable: cainguw 

facidenta of the latles, in which ste 
dents have complained to adeninis 
trating aboul faculty cad in many 
cites insider! upon groveling pub- 
Tic apulogies, termination or capit- 
ulation to a list of unreasonable 
demands 
And atudents are Increasingly 

reporting their peers based! on 
some percrived offense, same 
timers Useratening the accused's 
acadetnic fulure. 
The Foundation for Indivictal 

Righta in Educatlun has docunent- 

Some of the Austin univernity's 
founders have endured harass 
ment, vicious atiacks and velracua 
tion for holding or even attempting 
to iscuss heterodox views abuut 
subjecta elite institutions suddenly 
deem toe fraught to study. 

But elite acadente’s lusa [a the 
few institulion’s (and ite Astitre alu: 

dents’) aia 
Tis board of alvivere includes 

Lawrence H. Saummery, a former 
Harvard peesideal and economic 
adviser to Presidents Bill Ciiatan 
andl Barack Obama Glenn Loury. 
an rcnnomie at Brown University 
aml Nadine Strossen, law profe> 
sor and former president of the 
Aunerican Civil Liberties Cina f’s 
anemnbsrrasement of civher 

Ralenos said mate thas 1,000 
fessora have expreseed interes! 

in pardleipating — a clear indica- 
{aon that Where is no short supply 
of avadetnics seeking to extricale 
themselves fromm presumably fox 
environments 

Bul founding universities is 
expensive, especially when ley 
draw the caliber of inteDectual 
power Ube University of Austin has 
«a nr, 

Uf higher education has another 
acrvmingly laxunnountable prob- 
lem, ite cost. 

Bart of the wniversity’s misaion 
will be lo provide atop natch 
liberal arts education at a more 
affordable price ($30,000 nf lens 
a year). Kanelou said it will forgo 
some of the saperfsuus bells and 
whistles that contribute: minimally 
toa student's intellectual experi- 
ener, 

And persuniably, the kind of 
student who is inlereste<t i on 
inwhectually focused cvironment 
won't care tas much about having 
0 Waleol- lbe-art ree cenler or 
fancy fued gourt 
Whea you're a ruth aceker in 

an academically free environment. 
who needs football? 

Bi Cyntina M Adler tt a colucmtt for the 
Fost Worth Star Telegram. 

Raneloa cites survey data that ed many euch incidents Uhrvett 
find high kevels of jntoterance the yeara 

TODAY tN HISTORY 
On this date; his aides. A fire at London King’s 

In 1883, the Linited States 
and Canada adopted a system of 
Standard Time zones. 

In 195, the Hell Sywem inire 
duced the first cisnmercial touch 
tone telephone system in Carnegie: 
gad Greensburg. Penneylvania. 

In 1966. U.S. Roman Catholic 
bishups did away with the rule 
against cating meat on Fridays out- 
Aide of Lent. 

In 1976, Spain's parti: 
a bill to peat 2 a deities 

ray alter 37 years nf dictalarship. 
tn 1978, US. Rep. Leo J. Ryan, 

[+Calif., and four others were 
killed in Jonestuwn, CGayana. by 
members af the Pecqles Ternple; 
ihe kDlings were follawed by a 
night of mans murter sod sume 
by nwre than 900 cull members. 

In 1987, the congressional Iran. 
Contra enmmitires ieee! their 

vibe railway station etaimed 31 
es. 
Ta 1941, Shiite Musiun kidaap- 

pers in Lebanon freed Anglican 
Chorch envoy Terry Waile and 
Thomas Sutherland, the Asnerican 
Ovan of agriculture al the Ametican 
Univernity of Reinut. 

fn fF), 12 people were killed 
whien a bualice under comsiruc- 
tion at Texas Aand-M University 
cullapsent. A jury in Jasper, Texas, 
convicted Shawn Allen Berry of 
mhunter lor hia mle in the dragging 
death af James Iyed Je, but spared 
him the death) periaily. 

Tn S003, the Masanchuselis 
Supreme Judicial Court ruled 
44033 thal the state constitution 
ftuaranterd gay corples the rghit 
to marry. 

(In 2004, Former President Bill 
Clinton's library oyened in Liltle 
Rock, Arkanans: in allendance 

Carter, Former Ku Klux Mansman 
Babby Frank Cherry, convicted 
of killing four black gic!s in the 
racially motivated bombing of a 
Nirmingham, Alabanut, church in 
198, died in prison at age 74. 

In 2005, eiht moaths after 
Robert Blake wae acquitted at a 
ericunal Wiad of o1usuering his wile. 
a civil jury devided the actur was 
behind (he slaying und ontered 
him to pay Woany Lre Rakley's 
chiktren 530 milion. 

In 2009, te days before turning 
82, Sen. Robert C Ryed, DW's, 
1 a record for lonyesteerving 
lawmaker iy congressional history 
at SG years, 320 cays, Trt ie 
was broken in 2013 by US 
Jota Dingell, Mich. 

Jn 2015, Toronto's ely cou 7 
voted Wy sirip scandal-p 
Mayor Rob Ford of many of Ws 
powers following a heated debate 
a which he knocked over a city 


