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For the TERORSS i,@;
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
ORLANDO DIVISION
BEFAITHFUL COKER,
Plaintiff, CASE NO.:3:22-cv-518-MMH-LLL

VS.

1. SLYVESTER WARREN, III, individually

2. JUSTICE AND EQUALITY COALITION, INCORPORATED,
collectively,

3. AUDREY SIKES, individually and in her official capacity as
CITY CLERK OF LAKE CITY, and DEPUTY SUPERVISOR OF
ELECTIONS FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY

4. CITY COUNCIL OF LAKE CITY FLORIDA, individually and
collectively;

5. CHRISTOPHER TODD SAMPSON, individually and in his
official capacity,

6. JAKE HILL, individually and in his official capacity,

7. EUGENE JEFFERSON, individually and in his official
capacity,

8. STEPHEN WITT, individually and in his official capacity,

9. FRED KOBERLEIN JR., individually and and in his official
capacity for the CITY OF LAKE CITY COUNCIL

10. KOBERLEIN LAW OFFICE, collectively

11. KRIS BRADSHAW ROBINSON, individually

12. ROBINSON, KEENON, AND KENDROW, PA. collectively

13. TOMI BROWN, in her official capacity as COLUMBIA
COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

14. STEPHEN DOUGLAS, individually,

15. JOEL FOREMAN, individually and in his official capacity as
Attorney for COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
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COMMISSIONERS, and Attorney for COLUMBIA COUNTY
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
16.
COMMISSIONERS, collectively
17.
capacity
18.
REPORTER,
19.
20,
21,
22,
23.
24.
20.
Circuit Judicial Court, and
26.
ELECTIONS.

COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
RONALD WILLIAMS, individually and in his official
NORTHEAST FLORIDA NEWSPAPER, LLC. aka LAKE CITY

TODD WILSON, individually,

LAKE CITY - Columbia County Chamber of Commerce
STEVE SMITH, in his individual capacity

GLENNEL BOWDEN, individually,

VANESSA GEORGE, individually,

NATHAN GAMBLES I1I, individually,

DAVID FINA, in his official capacity as Judge of the Third

FLORIDA SECRETARY OF STATE, DIVISION OF

Defendants.

SECOND AMENDED AND RESTATED
COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff brings this suit pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, a case

arising under the United States Constitution or federal laws or

treaties is a federal question case together with an award of

damages associated with those unconstitutional policies and

practices and bring several state law claims pursuant to the

supplemental jurisdiction of this Court. Plaintiff further seeks an
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award of damages, Consent Decree, costs and a declaration of

rights and demands a trial by jury.

PARTIES

1. PLAINTIFF

BEFAITHFUL COKER (hereinafter “Plaintiff”)
PO Box 15

Lake City, FL. 32056

386.697.6075

befaithfulcokenwgmail.com

2. DEFENDANTS

a. SYLVESTER WARREN III,
(hereinafter “Defendant Warren III”)
930 Joe Coney Street

Lake City, FL 32055
swarren3rd@icloud.com

123 NE Bradley Terrace
Lake City, FL 32055

b. JUSTICE AND EQUALITY COALITION, INCORPORATED
Incorporated on July 31, 2020 in the State of Florida
(hereinafter “Defendant Agents Equality”)

930 Joe Coney Street

Lake City, FL 32055

swarren3rd@icloud.com

Registered Agent:
Sylvester Warren III

c. AUDREY SIKES
Clerk of the City of Lake City Council
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(hereinafter “Defendant Clerk”)

Deputy Supervisor of Election

(hereinafter “Defendant Deputy Supervisor”)
233 NW Overflow Lake Drive

Lake City, FL 32055

386.755.2130

sikesa@lcfla.com

d. CITY COUNCIL OF LAKE CITY FLORIDA
(hereinafter “Defendant City Council”)

% City Clerk

205 N. Marion Avenue

Lake City, FL 32025

386.755.2130

sikesa@lcfla.com

e. CHRISTOPHER TODD SAMPSON
Lake City Council

(hereinafter “Defendant Sampson”)
495 SW Lakeview AVE

Lake City, FL 32025

386.719.5756

sampsont@lcfla.com

f. JAKE HILL

Lake City Council
(hereinafter “Defendant Hill”)
499 NW Dixie Avenue

Lake City, FL 32025
386.719.5756

hillj@lcfla.com

g. EUGENE JEFFERSON

Lake City Council

(hereinafter “Defendant Jefferson”)
721 NE Center Avenue

Lake City, FL 32025
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386.697.6803
jeffersone@lcfla.com

h. STEPHEN WITT

Lake City Council
(hereinafter “Defendant Witt”)
1809 Sw Paloma Court

Lake City, F1 32025
386.397.0824

witts@lcfla.com

1 FRED KOBERLEIN JR.
(hereinafter “Defendant City Attorney”)
509 NW Savannah Circle

Lake City, F1 32025

386.365.5007

fred@wklolaw.com

s KOBERLEIN LAW OFFICE

City of Lake City

(hereinafter “Defendant Koberlein Law”)
855 SW Baya Drive

Lake City, FL 32025

386.365.5007

k. KRIS BRADSHAW ROBINSON
Robinson, Keenon, and Kendrom, PA
(hereinafter “Defendant Robinson”)
655 NW Lona Loop

Lake City, FL 32025
KBR@RKKATTORNEYS.COM
386.303.1605

1. ROBINSON, KEENON, AND KENDROM, P.A.
(hereinafter “Defendant RKK”)

582 W. Duval Street

Lake City, FL 32055

386.755.1334
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m. TOMI BROWN

Supervisor of Elections - Columbia County, Florida
(hereinafter “Defendant Brown”)
vote@votecolumbia.com

971 W. Duval Street, 102

Lake City, FL 32055

386.758.1026

n. STEPHEN DOUGLAS
(hereinafter “Defendant Douglas”)
205 SE Butler Glenn

Lake City, FL 32025

o. JOEL FLETCHER FOREMAN

County Attorney - Columbia County Board of County
Commissioners

(hereinafter “Defendant Foreman”)

137 NW Madison Street

Lake City, FL 32025

386.984.0627

joel@foreman.law

p. COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

% Chairman

(hereinafter “Defendant CCBCC?”)

135 NE Hernando Avenue, Suite 203

Lake City, FL 32055

386.758.2182
bccadmin@columbiacountyfla.com

q. RONALD WILLIAMS

Columbia County Board Of County Commissioners
(hereinafter “Defendant Williams”)

440 Nw Winfield St

Lake City, F1 32055

386.752.0158
ron_williams@columbiacountyfla.com
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I. NORTHEAST FLORIDA NEWSPAPERS, LLC
DBA LAKE CITY REPORTER

DBA CNI NEWS

(hereinafter “Lake City Reporter”)

1825 St. Johns Avenue

Palatka, FL 32177

s. TODD WILSON
(hereinafter “Defendant Wilson”)
126 NW Irish Glenn

Lake City, FL 32055
twilson@lakecityreporter.com

t. LAKE CITY, COLUMBIA COUNTY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

(hereinafter “Defendant Chamber”

162 S. Marion Avenue

Registered Agent: Joseph O’Hearn

Lake City, FL 32025

u. STEVE SMITH
(hereinafter “Defendant Smith”)
377 NW Lona Loop

Lake City, FL 32025

v. GLENNELL BOWDEN
Advisory Council Member
City of Lake City

Fireman Pension Trust Fund

1156 Ne Bascom Norris
Lake City, F1 32025

Advisor Council Member
Columbia County Board of County Commissioners
(hereinafter “Defendant Bowden”

w. VANESSA GEORGE
Treasurer - Defendants Agents Equality
City Manager - Town of White Springs
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(hereinafter “Defendant George”)
930 Joe Coney Street
Lake City, FL 32055

x. NATHAN GAMBLES

Vice President - Defendants Agents Equality
(hereinafter “Defendant Gambles III”

318 NW Mathews Street

Lake City, FL 32055

5711 Crowntree Lane
Orlando, FL 32029

y.  DAVID FINA
(hereinafter “Defendant Fina”)
200 S. Ohio Avenue #104
Live Oak, FL 32064

14146 92nd Trail
Live Oak, FL 32060

z. SECRETARY OF STATE
(hereinafter “Defendant Secretary”
RA Gray Building
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Plaintiff satisfied the notice requirements of §768.28(6) Fla.Stat. by

notifying Defendants by letter dated April 15, 2022.

JURISDICTION

3. Federal Question jurisdiction pursuant to:
a. 42U.S.C. 1983

b. 42 U.S.C. 1985
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c. 52 U.S.C. 10301, 10304, and 10308
4.  Supplemental jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. 8§1367, 1391 over
Plaintiff' state law claims pursuant to:
a. Florida Sunshine Law - 286.011.
b. Florida Election Code FS §Title IX.
c. Florida Formation of Municipalities Act FS §Title XII.
d. Florida WhistleBlower Act of FS 112.3187.

e. 836.04 Defamation

BACKGROUND/INTRODUCTION

. Plaintiff is a community activist and volunteer known for
organizing community events, and making both public and
protected disclosures concerning local government.

6. Plaintiff made such disclosures to the Defendant City
Council regarding acts of alleged misuse of taxpayers funds,
abuses of power and political position, and threatening and
intimidating practices of members of the City Council in
concert with Defendants George, Agents Equality, Warren,
Bowden, and Gambles

7. As a result of these disclosures Defendants Bowden, George,
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Warren, Gambles, Sampson, and Agents Equality began
publicly defaming Plaintiff at the meetings of City Council,
publishing defamation and criminal libel on social media,
and encouraging threats and harm to Plaintiff two minor
children.

8. Plaintiff’s request for safeguards to Defendant City Council
and local law enforcement provided no relief.

9. Plaintiff’s requests for protection from the Third Circuit
States Attorney provided no relief.

10. Plaintiff’s requests under Cyberstalking Injunction to the
Third Circuit Court of Columbia County under Judge David
Fina provided no relief and went unheard.

11. Plaintiff believes Defendant City Council retaliated against
her for making reports of protected disclosures denying her
a position on the Planning and Zoning Board

12. Plaintiff alleges that Defendants conspired to fill a vacancy
in the composition of the City Council through secret ballot
announced and used Plaintiff’s request for consideration for
the vacancy of District 14 as reason to deny an a pending

application to the Planning and Zoning Board for one year

10
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after its application as reason for the denial.

13. Plaintiff alleges that when that plan failed the Defendants
City Council, Koberlein, Sikes, and Sampson used concerted
efforts to deny Plaintiff the public office she was appointed
to fill on October 26 2021 and continues to do so.

14. Plaintiff believes the actions of the Defendants are complex

and complicated and violated her rights.

COUNT I - FLORIDA WHISTLEBLOWER ACT 112.3187

CLAIM AGAINST DEFENDANTS CITY COUNCIL, KOBERLEIN,
SIKES, HILL, AND SAMPSON,

15. Plaintiff alleges this action for protection, injunctive and
declaratory relief against Defendants for the protected acts
of Plaintiff under Florida Whistleblower Act pursuant to 28
U.S. Code § 1367 - Supplemental jurisdiction.

16. Plaintiff alleges Defendants engaged in (1) statutorily
protected disclosure (2) suffered an adverse action; and (3)
there is a causal connection between the two events.

17. Plaintiff disclosed information to appropriate agencies
alleging improper use of governmental office, gross waste of

funds, or any other abuse or gross neglect of duty on the

11
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part of an agency, public officer, or employee and
Defendants City Council, Sikes, Hill, Koberlein, Sampson,
Warren, Bowden, George, and Gambles retaliated by
defaming and conspiring to deny the civil rights of Plaintiff.

18.  On January 4, 2021 and January 19, 2021 the Plaintiff
Coker publicly disclosed to the Defendant City Council the
gross waste and abuse of duty by Defendant Hill, who
advocated a nominal lease negotiation for George and
Warren Foundation, and Lollipop Childcare Center in
violation of the Municipal Charter.

19. Within sixty days Plaintiff Coker made public disclosure to
Defendant City Council that Defendant Hill abused his duty
and misrepresented, advocated, and voting to award the
nominal lease to that would withhold a market rent value of
$250,000 from the citizens of Lake City without informing
the Defendant City Council that his spouse sat on the
George and Warren Foundation, Lollipop Childcare Center
not a non profit entity as he represented to according to the
registration with the Florida Secretary of State, and neither

entity was legally operating under the ordinances of the City

12
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of Lake City Municipal Charter.

20. Within sixty days Plaintiff made protected disclosures to the
Defendant City Council that Defendant Koberlein’s
negotiations with Defendants Warren, George, Gambles, and
Hill without using established financial policies of Defendant
City Council was a gross waste of funds and did not reveal
that neither entity was legally operating under the
ordinances of the City of Lake City Municipal Charter that
all entities apply for and hold Business Occupation Licenses.

21. Plaintiff made protected disclosures to Defendant City
Council that Defendants Hill and Jefferson abused their
office and did submit letters of support in their official
capacities on behalf of Defendant Warren to encourage both
the Third Circuit Judicial Court not to prosecute Defendant
Warren for then pending charges with the Third Circuit
Court of Columbia County, Fl and again for his early release
from federal probation services for a drug conviction under
Exhibit B.

22. Plaintiff made protected disclosures on June 21, 2021, to

Defendants City Council suspected criminal activity by

13
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23.

24,

25.

business owners who were in non compliance of the
municipal charter including businesses owned by Defendants
Sampson, Robinson, Warren III, Sikes, Gambles, Bowden, and
other appointed members to municipal boards.

Within sixty days of its occurrence, Plaintiff Coker made
protected disclosure to Defendant City Council, Defendant
Koberlein knew and failed to inform the Council that a
special meeting held to terminate a City Manager and
reinstate a terminated HR Director was improperly called
and interfered with administration.

Within sixty days of its occurrence Plaintiff made protected
disclosures to Defendant City Council the terminated HR
Director had misrepresented facts in her background and
did not meet the criteria for eligibility as represented by
Defendant Sampson to the City Council.

Plaintiff made protected disclosures to Defendant City
Council by not following its policies and practices and
conducting background checks prior to hiring employees
and not adhering to the Charter provision and avoiding

interfering with administration, Defendants Koberlein, and

14
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City Council caused a gross waste of taxpayer funds.

26.  Within sixty days of each occurrence Plaintiff filed protected
disclosures with state and federal agencies.

27. Plaintiff made a protected disclosure to Defendant City
Council, Sikes, and Koberlein that Defendant City Council
was placing members of the public on publicly funded
boards when the policies prevented persons convicted of
felony offenses from doing so without first receiving
clemency and asked that the matter be investigated.

28. Plaintiff made a protected disclosure to Defendant City
Council, Sikes, and Koberlein that Defendants Bowden,
Warren, and other members of the community were receiving
tax payer funds through improperly formed organizations
where convicted sex offenders sat on youth boards and the
same organizations had leadership prevented from holding
those positions, and prevented from receiving payment from
taxpayers through monetary donations from the Defendant
City Council.

29. In retaliation Defendant Sikes did inform Defendant Bowden

of my protected disclosure and Defendant Bowden did

15
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publicize on social media his commitment to use all efforts
to prevent Plaintiff from holding any office.

30. In retaliation for making protected disclosure Plaintiff
believes her application to fill a vacancy on the Planning and
Zoning Board in March 2020 was delayed by Defendant City
Council until December 2021 and denied according to
Defendant City Council because Plaintiff had been appointed
on October 26, 2021 selecting Plaintiff to fill a vacancy in
District 14 on the City Council.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful
actions to deter their actions and the actions of others
from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court prevent issue injunctive relief to prevent

the City Council from condoning, participating, and

16
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encouraging this behavior in the future.

E. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

COUNT II - 42 USC §1983 - RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN
MEETINGS

CLAIMS AGAINST
DEFENDANTS CITY COUNCIL, HILL, SAMPSON, WITT,

JEFFERSON, SIKES, AND KOBERLEIN

31. Plaintiff alleges this action for injunctive and declaratory
relief pursuant to Title 42, United States Code, §1983,
against Defendants City Council, Witt, Hill, Sampson
Jefferson, Sikes, and Koberlein for deprivation of her
constitutional liberty interest into participate in democracy
by attending public meetings without the threat of harm and
intimidation to either herself or members of her family.

32. Plaintiff alleges (1) the conduct complained of was committed
by a person acting under the color of state law; and (2) the
conduct deprived the plaintiff of a constitutional right.

33. Defendants each have taken a sworn Oath to uphold the
local governance, the State of Florida Constitution, and the
United States Constitution which affords equal rights to all

citizens.

17
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34. Plaintiff hold a fundamental right to expect safety in
attending public meetings, to make reports against
violations expecting adequate investigations, to expect
officials to adhere to their Oaths of Office, uphold the
Constitution of the State of Florida, and to uphold the
Constitution of the United States.

35. Plaintiff allege that instead of maintaining safety for Plaintiff
and enforcing its policies Defendant City Council did not
enforce its policy on decorum and instead allowed
Defendants Warren, Bowden, George, and Gambles to
slander and defame Plaintiff publicly while being publicly
broadcast live over the internet.

36. Plaintiff allege that on multiple meetings between December
2020, and November 1, 2021 and during public comments of
the City Council meeting did Defendants Witt, Sampson,
Jefferson, and Hill sat quietly and without objections and
allow Defendants Warren, George, Gambes, and Bowden to
hurl threats to her and her minor children repeatedly
without enforcing its rules on decorum, without enforcing its

Charter, and without upholding its Oath of Office.

18
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37. Plaintiff alleges the Defendants City Council and Hill later
denied Plaintiff the public office after its selection on October
26, 2021 as retaliation for the protected disclosures of gross
waste and abuse of public offices.

38. The City of Lake City has a policy on Decorum found in the
Municipal Charter Section 2.46 of the Lake City Code of
Ordinances that has in place since 1968 and it states “Any
person from making personal, impertinent, or slanderous
remarks or becoming boisterous while addressing the City
Council to include yelling or making audible comments from
the audience........ ” with penalty to include removal, arrest,
and ban (hereinafter referred to as “Rules of Decorum”)

39. In addition to policy, the Rules of Decorum are memorialized
in a Resolution, printed on the Agenda of each meeting, and
articulated verbally by the Mayor at the commencement of
each meeting.

40. Plaintiff alleges that Defendant City Council allowed
Defendants Warren, Bowden, George, and Gambles to violate
the City of Lake City policy on decorum at public meetings

and defame, threaten, harass, and intimidate Plaintiff in

19
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retaliation for making protected disclosures.

41. Plaintiff alleges Defendants have a fundamental right to
participate in democracy and attend public meetings with
her family and reasonably expect members of the City
Council to enforce its policy to prevent slander, threats, and
intimidation to all citizens.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants City Council, Sikes, Witt, Koberlein,
Jefferson, Hill, Sampson.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful
actions to deter their actions and the actions of others
from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court prevent issue injunctive relief to prevent
the City Council from condoning, participating, and
encouraging this behavior in the future.

E. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

20
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COUNT III - DEFAMATION

CLAIM AGAINST DEFENDANTS AGENTS EQUALITY, WARREN,
GEORGE, GAMBLES, AND BOWDEN,

42. Plaintiff alleges this action for protection, injunctive and
declaratory relief against Defendants for the protected acts
of Plaintiff under Florida Statute 836.04 pursuant to the
supplemental jurisdiction under 28 U.S. Code § 1367 -

43. Plaintiff alleges (1) the defendants published a false
statement about the plaintiff, (2) to a third party, (3) the
statement was false, and (4) the statement caused injury to
the plaintiff.

44.  Plaintiff alleges that between December 2020 and November
28, 2021 Defendants Agents Equality, Warren, George,
Gambles, and Bowden published statements on social media
for for public discussion on the Facebook page of Defendant
Agents Equality with hundred of followers and views each
day, published the following:

a. Plaintiff engaged in Prostitution.
b. Plaintiff sought a sexual relationship with

Defendants Bowden and Warren.

21
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c. Plaintiff used charitable contributions for personal
gain.

d. Plaintiff shared a child with an Independent
Contractor of Plaintiff’s.

e. Plaintiff had felony convictions of domestic battery.

f. Plaintiff was ineligible to hold public office.

g. The unsolved murder of Plaintiff’'s sibling was
committed by law enforcement officials.

45. The statements are false. Plaintiff has never been arrested
for charged with or convicted of Prostitution. The statement
was made maliciously on Facebook where Defendants knew
the information was false and knew it would be viewed by
the children of Plaintiff, friends, family, and business
colleagues. As a result Plaintiff suffered harm to her
reputation, creditability, embarrassment, as did the friends,
family, and constituents.

46. Plaintiff has never sought a sexual relationship with
Defendants Bowden and Warren. The statements are false.
The statements were made maliciously on Facebook where

Defendants knew the information was false and knew it

22
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would be viewed by the children of Plaintiff, friends, family,
and business colleagues. As a result Plaintiff suffered harm
to her reputation, creditability, embarrassment, as did the
friends, family, and constituents.

47. Plaintiff has never used charitable contributions for personal
gain and instead has donated and volunteered thousands of
hours of community service throughout. The statements are
false. The statement was made maliciously on Facebook
where Defendants knew the information was false and knew
it would be viewed by the children of Plaintiff, friends,
family, business colleagues, and constituents. As a result
Plaintiff suffered harm to her reputation, creditability,
embarrassment, as did the friends, family, and constituents.

48. Plaintiff does not share a child with a local independent
contractor The statement was made maliciously on Facebook
where Defendants knew the information was false and knew
it would be viewed by the children of Plaintiff, friends,
family, business colleagues, and constituents for the
malicious purpose of causing damage, embarrassment, and

emotional duress to the children of Plaintiff. As a result

23
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Plaintiff suffered harm to her reputation, creditability,
embarrassment, as did the friends, family, and
constituents..

49. Plaintiff has no felony convictions for domestic battery or
any other crime. The statement was made maliciously on
Facebook where Defendants knew the information was false
and knew it would be viewed by the children of Plaintiff,
friends, family, business colleagues, and constituents. As a
result Plaintiff suffered harm to her reputation, creditability,
embarrassment, as did the friends, family, and constituents.

50. Plaintiff is eligible to hold public office, she is over 18, a US
citizen, resident of Lake City, a qualified voter, and no felony
conviction. Defendants knew the statements were false and
made the statement maliciously on Facebook where
Defendants knew the information was false and knew it
would be viewed by the children of Plaintiff, friends, family,
business colleagues, and constituents. As a result Plaintiff
suffered  harm to her reputation, creditability,
embarrassment, as did the friends, family, and constituents.

Bl. The unsolved murder of Plaintiff’s sibling was committed by

24
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law enforcement officials. Defendants knew the statements
were false and made the statement maliciously on Facebook
hoping to interfere with the support Plaintiff extended to law
enforcement. Defendants knew the information was false
and knew it would be viewed by the children of Plaintiff,
friends, family, business colleagues, and constituents. As a
result Plaintiff suffered harm to her reputation, creditability,
embarrassment, as did the friends, family, and constituents.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful
actions to deter their actions and the actions of others
from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

25
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COUNT IV - DEFAMATION
CLAIM AGAINST DEFENDANT SAMPSON

52. Plaintiff alleges this action for protection, injunctive and
declaratory relief against Defendants for the protected acts
of Plaintiff under Florida Statute 836.04 pursuant to the
supplemental jurisdiction under 28 U.S. Code § 1367 -

53.  Plaintiff alleges (1) the defendant published a false statement
about the plaintiff, (2) to a third party, (3) the statement was
false, and (4) the statement caused injury to the plaintiff.

54. Plaintiff alleges that Defendant Sampson maliciously made
reports to residents of Lake City known to support Plaintiff
that she caused a previous Georgia residence to be burned
to relocate to Florida and that all support should be
withdrawn from Plaintiff. Defendant Sampson made reports
to people he knew had access to the education of Plaintiff’s
children in school and recreational environments.
Defendant Sampson did not care if the information was false
and could have obtained a public record showing the actual
cause of the fire to Plaintiff’s residence.

55. Plaintiff alleges that Defendant Sampson provided the

26
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information to third parties in hopes that it would be
transmitted among the public to be heard by individuals
who supported the views of Plaintiff including the children of
Plaintiff, friends, family, business colleagues, and
constituents. As a result Plaintiff suffered harm to her
reputation, creditability, embarrassment, as did the friends,
family, and constituents
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendant.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendant, to punish the Defendant for the unlawful
actions to deter their actions and the actions of others
from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

COUNT V - 42 USC §1983 - RIGHT TO HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE
CLAIMS AGAINST

27
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DEFENDANTS CITY COUNCIL, HILL, SAMPSON, WITT,
JEFFERSON, SIKES, AND KOBERLEIN

o56. Plaintiff alleges this action for injunctive and declaratory
relief pursuant to Title 42, United States Code, §1983,
against Defendants for deprivation of her constitutional
liberty interest in holding public office.

S57. Plaintiff alleges (1) the conduct complained of was committed
by a person acting under the color of state law; and (2) the
conduct deprived the plaintiff of a constitutional right.

58. Plaintiff alleges Defendants Hill, Jefferson, Witt, and
Sampson have each sworn an Oath to uphold the Lake City
Charter, the State of Florida Constitution, and the United
States Constitution as public officials.

59. Plaintiff alleges Defendants Sikes as Clerk of the City Council
and Deputy Supervisor of Election has sworn an Oath to
uphold the Lake City Charter, laws of the State of Florida
Constitution, and the United States Constitution as a
Charter Officer.

60. Plaintiff alleges Defendant Koberlein as a member of the

Florida Bar has sworn an Oath to uphold the Lake City
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o1.

Charter, the State of Florida Constitution, and the United

States Constitution.

Plaintiff alleges that she was denied her right to hold public

office Defendants City Council, Sikes, Koberlein, Hill, Witt,

Jefferson, and Sampson.

a. Plaintiff alleges that on October 26, 2021 did select Plaintiff
by a 3 to 1 vote to fill the vacant seat for District 14 of the
Lake City City Council and have refused to allow her the
benefit and enjoyment of such selection denying her a seat
through actions of Defendants Sikes, Witt, Jefferson,
Sampson, HIIl, and Koberlein.

b. On October 4, 2021 Defendant City Council announced a
vacancy to District 14 created by a resignation of the Vice
Mayor. Section 304 of the City Charter provides in
pertinent part the vacancy was to be filled as follows:

(2) If less than two (2) years and sixty (60) days remain in
the term of office, the council shall within sixty (60) days
from the date the vacancy occurred, by a majority vote of
the remaining members, choose a successor to serve said

unexpired term of the vacated council seat.
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c. Article 3 Section 301 of the City Charter of Lake City

identified the composition and eligibility requirements
for council members as follows:

“the composition shall be a city council of five (5)
members elected by the qualified voters of the city and
identify the eligibility to be limited to qualified voters who
have resided in the city for a minimum of one (1) year
prior to qualifying as a candidate for election to a seat on
the city council, and are eighteen (18) years of age or
older, shall be eligible to hold office.”

d. Plaintiff Coker is over 18 years of age, a resident of
the district for over 1 year, and being a eligible to hold
office; was encouraged by citizens to apply for a
vacancy to District 14 of the City Council created by
the resignation of a councilmember and filed a
Statement of Interest along with four other citizens for

consideration.

e. Article 3 Section 309(c) of the City Charter for Lake

City provides that voting be conducted as follows:

“Voting, except on procedural motions, shall be by roll call
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and the ayes and nays shall be recorded in the journal.
Three (3) members of the council shall constitute a
quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from time to
time and may compel the attendance of absent members
in the manner and subject to the penalties prescribed by
the rules of the council. No action of the council except as
otherwise provided in the preceding sentence and in this
Charter shall be valid or binding unless adopted by the
affirmative vote of the majority of the entire
councilmembers.”

f. Article 5 Section 513 of the Code of the City of Lake

City requires an Oath of office as follows:
“Every officer of the city shall, before entering upon the
duties of his office, take and subscribe to an oath or
affirmation to be filed and kept in the office of the city
clerk; which oath shall be in the form prescribed for state
officers by the Constitution of the state.”
g. On November 1, 2021, Plaintiff Coker met with
Defendant Sikes and filed her Oath of Office and

scheduled necessary training and onboarding.

31



Case 3:22-cv-00518-MMH-LLL  Document 8 Filed 06/02/22 Page 32 of 97 PagelD 305

h. On November 1, 2021 Defendants Hill, Sampson,
Witt, and Jefferson instead of conducting its
ministerial duty and seat Plaintiff, instead Defendant
Koberlein presented a Resolution to memorialize the
appointment of Plaintiff that Defendant Hill voted
against stating he had a change of heart.

i. On November 8, 2021, Plaintiff filed a Petition for Writ
of Mandamus with the Third Circuit Judicial Court of
Columbia County in action 21-CA-288 (see Petition
and Docket)

j. On November 8, 2021, Judge Jackson issued a
self-executing Order entitled Alternative Writ in
Mandamus, and Order Nisi in Prohibition requiring
Defendant City Council seat Plaintiff within 20 days
or Show Cause why the Petition should not be
granted. (see Order)

k. Defendant City Council has not filed an Answer to
date.

1. Plaintiff has a constitutional right to hold public

office, is eligible to hold public office, was duly
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selected, and was denied holding public office by the

Defendants.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A.

That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants.

That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful
actions to deter their actions and the actions of others
from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.
That this Court prevent issue injunctive relief to prevent
the City Council from condoning, participating, and
encouraging this behavior in the future.

That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

COUNT VI - 42 USC §1983 DUE PROCESS
CLAIMS AGAINST

DEFENDANTS SAMPSON, WITT, JEFFERSON, SYKES, HILL, &

KOBERLEIN

62. Plaintiff alleges this action for injunctive and declaratory relief
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pursuant to Title 42, United States Code, §1983, against
Defendants for depriving her of her constitutional liberty to
due process of law.

63. Plaintiff alleges (1) the conduct complained of was committed
by a person acting under the color of state law; and (2) the
conduct deprived the plaintiff of a constitutional right.

a. On October 28, 2021, Defendants Sampson,
Koberlein, and Sikes exchanged emails regarding
the use of a Motion for Reconsideration to undo the
vote to select Plaintiff,

Todd Sampson: “Mr. Koberlein could a motion to reconsider
the nomination from the meeting on October 26th be made at
the next meeting? I'm copying Audrey as this may be
information needed by the entire Council.

Defendant Koberlein: “..... the motion to reconsider may be
made on the same day the vote to be reconsidered was taken”
Defendant Sykes:

64. Plaintiff alleges on November 1, 2021 Plaintiff filed her Oath
of Office with Defendant Sikes in accordance with Section 513

of the Code of the City of Lake City which states: “Every officer
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of the city shall, before entering upon the duties of his office,
take and subscribe to an oath or affirmation to be filed and
kept in the office of the city clerk; which oath shall be in the
form prescribed for state officers by the Constitution of the
state.”

65. Plaintiff alleges on November 1, 2021, Defendants Sikes,
Jefferson, Sampson, Hill, and Witt approved an Agenda
listing a Resolution for the selection of Plaintiff which had
already been approved on October 26, 2021 by a 3 to 1 vote.

66. Plaintiff alleges on November 1, 2021, instead of performing
its ministerial duty and seating Plaintiff on the diocese,
Defendants City Council and Koberlein presented a
Resolution to re-select Plaintiff to be appointed to the vacancy
of District 14.

67. Plaintiff alleges that instead of performing its ministerial duty,
upon the presentation of the ceremonial Resolution by
Defendant Koberlein, Defendant Hill announced he had a
“change of heart after learning Plaintiff had a past” and
Plaintiff was not seated.

68. Plaintiff alleges she was denied her right to due process
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afforded by the Charter of Lake City Section 305 of the Lake
City  Charter. Wherein the process required of
councilmembers to remove Plaintiff from her duly appointed
official capacity is outlined and provides the right to a
hearing, with witnesses and testimony. A member charged
with conduct constituting grounds for forfeiture of his office
shall be entitled to a public hearing on demand, and notice of
such hearing shall be published in one or more newspapers of
general circulation in the city at least one week in advance of
the hearing. Decisions made by the council under this section
shall be subject to review by the courts.

69. Plaintiff alleges on November 1, 2021, Defendants Witt, Sikes,
Hill, Jefferson, Sampson, and Koberlein each had on file with
the Defendant Sikes a duly filed Oath of Office to uphold the
Charter of Lake City and not one of the Defendants protest
Plaintiff not being seated in accordance to Sec. 2-50., which
reads, “Members may file protests against council action. Any
member shall have the right to have the reasons for his dissent
from, or protest against, any action of the council entered on

the minutes.”
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70. Plaintiff alleges on November 7, 2021 the before the entry of
an Alternative Order by the Third Judicial Court was
obtained, Defendants received independent information from
outside counsel that would raise questions but asked none
during the November 8, 2021 meeting (Letter).

71. Plaintiff alleges on November 8, 2021, Plaintiff appear at the
meeting of the City Council represented by legal counsel who
provided Defendants City Council with legal advice and was
open to questions; but Defendants Witt, Jefferson, Koberlein,
Hill, and Sampson sat in silence offering no objection or
protest to denying due process to Plaintiff.

72. Plaintiff alleges on November 8, 2021, Defendants extended
the opportunity to be heard to all members of the public
wishing to address the public after the Third Circuit Court of
Columbia County issued its Alternatively Writ without
objection to the defaming, character assassinations launched
at te Plaintiff in front of her minor children, friends, and
family; without upholding its ministerial duty to seat the
Plaintiff.

73. Plaintiff alleges Defendants City Council, Sikes, Witt,
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Sampson, Jefferson, Hill, and Koberlein each swore to an

Oath and had a duty to enforce the Lake City Charter and

each failed to so denying Plaintiff her constitutional right to

due process.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful
actions to deter their actions and the actions of others
from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court prevent issue injunctive relief to prevent
the Defendants from condoning, participating, and
encouraging this behavior in the future.

E. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

COUNT VII - 52 U.S.C. §§§10301, 10304, & 10308

CLAIMS AGAINST DEFENDANTS CITY COUNCIL SIKES,
BROWN, AND SECRETARY

38



Case 3:22-cv-00518-MMH-LLL  Document 8 Filed 06/02/22 Page 39 of 97 PagelD 312

74. Plaintiff alleges in this action for declaratory relief pursuant to
Title 52, United States Code, §10301,10304, and 10308 the
against Defendants.

75. Plaintiff alleges that Defendants City Council has a (1)
standard, practice, or procedure, (2) imposes or applies results
in a denial or abridgement of the right of any citizen of the
United States to vote on account of race or color, (3) the political
processes of Defendant City Council leading to nomination or
election in the State or political subdivision are not equally open
to participation by women, and specifically black women, (4)
women and specifically black women have less opportunity
than other members of the electorate to participate in the
political process and to elect representatives of their choice. (5)
deprive or attempt to deprive any person of any right secured
by section 10301, 10302, 10303, 10304, or 10306 of this title
or shall violate section 10307(a) of this title, (6) conspires to
violate the provisions of subsection (a) or (b) of this section, or
(7) Any voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or

standard, practice, that has the purpose of or will have the
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effect of diminishing the ability of any citizens of the United
States on account of race or color, or in contravention of the
guarantees set forth in section 10303(f)(2) of this title, to elect
their preferred candidates of choice (8) conspires to interferes
with any right secured within this section.

76. Plaintiff alleges that Defendants City Clerk, Deputy, Brown,
and Secretary having each swore an Oath to uphold the
Florida Constitution and the US Constitution are bound to
ensure practices of the Defendant City Council are in
compliance with the Voting Rights Act.

77. Defendant City Council operates its municipal election under
an Interlocal Agreement by and between Defendant City
Council and Defendant Brown, the current agreement having
been approved while Defendants Foreman and Koberlein
served as counsel to the respective entities.

78. Defendant Secretary is responsible for providing training and
certification to each local office of Supervisor of Elections
throughout the State of Florida and investigating complaints
raised about the practices of local offices made to the

Defendant Secretary.
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79. Plaintiff alleges the Defendant City Council has a practice of
charging a qualifying fee under Section 506 of the Municipal
Charter requiring a QUALIFYING FEE of ($1,065.85) for a
candidate who seeks consideration as councilmember to
District 14.

80. Plaintiff alleges the Defendant City Council represents under
its Municipal Charter Section 506, the qualifying fee and the
Election Assessment Fee to be paid during the Qualifying
Period and the qualifying fee cannot be waived and seeks to
create undue burden for candidates and specifically for black
minority candidates with significantly smaller disposable
incomes that non black candidates.

81. Plaintiff alleges that Section 99.093 of Florida Statute which
reads in part, “Municipal candidates; election assessment.—
Each person seeking to qualify for nomination or election to a
municipal office shall pay, at the time of qualifying for office, an
election assessment. The election assessment shall be an
amount equal to 1 percent of the annual salary of the office
sought. Within 30 days after the close of qualifying, the

qualifying officer shall forward all assessments collected
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pursuant to this section to the Florida Elections Commission for
deposit in the Elections Commission Trust Fund. (2) Any
person seeking to qualify for nomination or election to a
municipal office who is unable to pay the election assessment
without imposing an undue burden on personal resources or
on resources otherwise available to him or her shall, upon
written certification of such inability given under oath to the
qualifying officer, be exempt from paying the election
assessment.

82. Plaintiff alleges Defendant City Council uses the Qualification
Fee to place undue burden on candidates and specifically as a
practice which denies disproportionately the rights of black
candidates and more specifically female candidates.

83. Plaintiff alleges Defendant City Council has access to evidence
that supports that disposable income of black households to
be significantly less than that of white males, and more
specifically the household of single parent households of
black females are significantly less than that of white males.

84. Plaintiff alleges Defendant City Council uses the Qualification

Fee in the political process to give less an opportunity to
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minorities, and minority women to participate in the political
process.

85. Plaintiff alleges both Brown and Secretary are responsible for
ensuring local elections are conducted in accordance to the
State and Federal laws but Plaintiff attempts to communicate
concerns to either Defendants Brown or Secretary have gone
unanswered.

86. Plaintiff alleges that the Qualification Fee charged of
Defendant City Council deprived or attempt to deprive the
Plaintiff of a right secured by section 10301, 10302, 10303,
10304, or 10306 of this title or shall violate section 10307(a)
of this title causing undue burden on candidates in violation
of Florida Statutes and the United States Constitution.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against

Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful
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actions to deter their actions and the actions of others
from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court prevent issue injunctive relief to prevent
the Defendants from condoning, participating, and
encouraging this behavior in the future.

E. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

COUNT VIII - 52 U.S.C. §§§10301, 10304, & 10308
CLAIMS AGAINST DEFENDANTS CITY COUNCIL

87. Plaintiff alleges this action for injunctive and declaratory relief
pursuant to Title 52, United States Code, §10301, 10304, and
10308 against Defendants for creating a practice of rezoning
to move a candidate from the districts of incumbents to have
an effect of reducing the representation of minorities and
minority women from holding public in violation of
constitutional liberty to due process of law.

88. Plaintiff alleges Defendant City Council changed the zoning
for District 13 on May 13, 2013 in CITY COUNCIL
ORDINANCE NO. 2013-2034.

89. Plaintiff alleges Defendant City Council changed the applied

revisions to the zoning for District 13 immediately following a
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District 13 election where a minority candidate residing on
Leslie Glenn faced a non minority incumbent in District 13.
90. Plaintiff alleges the practices of the City Council to revised
district to relocate the streets of candidates running against
incumbents is a practice, that has the purpose of or will have
the effect of diminishing the ability of any citizens of the

United States to elect their preferred candidates of choice (8)

conspires to interferes with any right secured within this

section.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendant Defendants City Council, Sikes, Witt,
Koberlein, Jefferson, Hill, Sampson.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful
actions to deter their actions and the actions of others
from engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court prevent issue injunctive relief to prevent
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the City Council from condoning, participating, and
encouraging this behavior in the future.

E. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

COUNT IX - 42 U.S.C. §1985
CLAIMS AGAINST

91. Plaintiff alleges in this action for declaratory relief pursuant to
Title 42, United States Code, §1985 against Defendants.

92. Plaintiff alleges that Defendants (1)Prevented her from from
performing duties (2) conspired to prevent, by force,
intimidation, or threat, (3) any person from accepting or holding
any office, trust, or place of confidence under the United States,
or from discharging any duties thereof;

93. Plaintiff alleges that at the time Defendant Douglas was
considered for and Defendants City Council tried to secretly
select him on October 13, 2021, Defendant Douglas was an
appointed member of an advisory Board of Defendant CCBC
Economic Development Board represented by Defendant
Foreman who serves as the elected County Attorney to

Defendant CCBC.
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94. Plaintiff alleges that on October 18, 2021 when Defendant
City Council withdrew its selection of Defendant Douglas
made via secret ballot, Defendant Douglas made no objection.

95. Defendant City Council selected Plaintiff Coker on a 3 to 1
vote as reflected in the Minutes of the City Council on October
26, 2021.

96. Plaintiff alleges that on October 28, 2021, Defendants
Sampson, Koberlein, and Sikes communicated about
preventing Plaintiff from her public office and Defendant
Sikes transmitted the communication to Defendants
Jefferson, Hill, and Witt outside of Sunshine.

97. Plaintiff alleges to prevent her from being seated Defendants
City Council allowed public slander to be aired from the
public meeting on November 1, 2021 from Defendants
Warren, George, Gambles, and Bowden which would later be
added to defaming statements of Defendant Agents Equality
on its social media site all as an act to further intimidate
Plaintiff.

98. Plaintiff alleges that upon filing her Oath of Office required

under Section 513 of the Code of the City of Lake City on
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November 1, 2021, she became the appointed District 14
representative for Lake City Council.

99. On November 1, 2021, Defendant City Council did not seat
Plaintiff but instead allowed boisterous, slanderous and
defaming statements be made by Defendants Bowden, Warren
[II, and George of claims that Plaintiff was a prostitute,
incapable of managing her financial affairs, possessed
criminal background and other demeaning characterizations
that were each untrue, defaming, and without the requisite.

100. Defendants Agents Equality, Warren, George, Gambles, and
Bowden did publish multiple instances of defaming content
concerning their “legal advice” to Defendants Council, Witt,
Jefferson, Sampson, and Hill to avoid seating Plaintiff at all
costs.

101. Defendant Chamber is the local chamber of commerce
organization purportedly committed to serving all businesses
in Lake City and Columbia County

102. Plaintiff alleges that On November 1, 2021, to further
intimidate her and interfere with her right to hold public office

Defendant Chamber appeared before Defendant City Council
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represented by Defendant Smith and despite the
responsibility of Defendant Chamber to offer unbiased
services to all local businesses in Columbia County Defendant
Chamber extended support to Defendant Douglas
representing “Defendant Douglas was the only candidate that
looked like someone who would garner support from the likes
of a Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos”

103. Plaintiff alleges immediately following the issuance of the
Self-Executing Order on November 8, 2021 by Judge Jackson,
the Third Circuit Judicial Court of Columbia County
transferred Case No. 21-CA-288 from Judge Jackson to
Defendant Fina while he presided over three cases involving
Plaintiff and Defendants Warren, George, and Gambles.

104. Defendant Lake City Reporter is the local news media present
on the night Defendant selected Plaintiff to fill the vacancy
and ran an article on October 27, 2021 entitled “Council goes

with Coker”
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Lake City Reporter

City council goes with Coker

New meeting leads to
new appointment to
fill vacant seat.

By TONY BRITT

thattiskectyreporter com
After five failed voles
Tuesdzy night, the Lake Ciry
Council finally has its newes!
member Befaithful Coker
“I's exhilarating,” Coker
said following the meeting
“I'm ready to get to work ™

by emotion, Coker hugged
several peaple and shook
hands with others after her
selection became 2
fill the vacant D)

sworn i at the counal's next
meeting, which i Monday.
She was one of three resi-

dents hoping to et appoint-
e to the post — which was
vacated when Chris Greene
resigned Sept. 4 — along
with Ricky Jernigan and

Chasteen, who previously
wrned in paperwork seek-
ing the post. withdrew from
consideration  before  the
meetng.

A constanl presence at
ity meetings over the vears,

several p i
willingness o attend meet-
ings and speak on topics that
were pertinent 1o the city,
even before she sought elec-
tion for the post three vears

ago.

“I'm ready Lo go o work. I've
been ready 1o go o work
Bettye lane is not an easy
woman to follow. Having her
that I am following behind,
those are huge footsteps. It's
a lot of respon
takes a lot of res
and I'm ready.”
Coker was selected after
city officials were instroct-
ed o revisit the meeling
from rwo wieeks ago, when

Appearing 1 be swepl-up

CITY

Continued From 1A

Douglas was selected, but
never Sworn in.

The second meeting on
the appoiniment came after
Coker filed a lawsuit against
the council, contending its
process to select Douglas
was illegal. The lawsuit ig
still pending.

Douglas was selected
after council members,
unable to make a motion
and reach a consensus on
one candidate, went to a
ranking system where
Douglas came out on top.

In the lawsuit, Coker
called the ranking system
a “secret ballot” and said
she never got to see the
rankings,

Tuesday night she had
to sit in the audience and
waich the drama unfold
before she was selected as
the District 14 representa-

bve.

Stephen  Douglas,

Abbie

Council members went
one round with each candi-
date gelting a motion and
a second to claim the posi-
tion, but each motion fatled
because tie. City officials
earlier in the meeting said
they would select the coun-
cil member based nomina-
tion and majority of votes to
claim the post

City Attorney Fred
Koberlein suggested the
council suspend the rules,
in order to select a candi-
date.

After a motion for
Jernigan failed with a 22
tie, @ motion for Douglas
met the same 2-2 fate.

Then, a motion for
Coker was adopted by a
31 margin with councilman
Todd Sampson casting the
dissenting  vote. Mayor
Stephen Witt, who previ-
ously voted against Coker,
casl the deciding vote.

“I think Bea is a greal
person, very qualified and
I suppert her,” Witt said

“It's worth i” she said

following the meeting. “1
think she was my second
pick in the original selec-
tion and so [ think she’ll be
a fine council person.”

Before city officials made
their final nomination, there
were five rounds where no
candidate was selected due
to 2-2 voting ties.

“I stopped thinking,”
Coker said. “It had to play
out”

She said she thinks
that the lawsuit she filed
expressed the significance
of legal advice. She was
glad to see the council
members were open to
receiving Koberlein's guid-
ance during Tuesday's
meeting.

“They (council) listened
to the people,” Coker said
of the meeting’s direction.
“The people came out,
they spoke and the council
heard them. The selection
of District 14 (represents-
tive) was significant. [ think
that's what the citizens

TONY BRITTLse © & Fasomer
Befaithful Coker (right) stands with her two ¢

piren, Victoria and Michael, in the council chambers.

spoke to and the council
responded.

“We only had four city
councilman doeing the pro-
cess, we had very good
candidates, they were
very qualified and they
were very interested in the
job,” Wit said. “I think it
was a good process even
though it maybe didn" look
as smooth as some people
would have liked, but the
fact that there was people
supporting each one shows
the consideration eazch
councilman gave to it."

Witt said he thinks the
process Lo select a District
14 candidate at Tuesday's
meeting was a good one.

“It was a compromise,”
he said. “Evervbody didn't
get who they wanted, but
I think we were fine with
any one of the three. [ think
the city will be well repre-
sented and the other thing
is this is the vear for the

election, so evervbody can

run.
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Lake City Reporter

No seat for Coker either

Counctl split on her
appointment; spectal
meeting set for Monday.

By TONY BRITT

rintplakecinyreporter.com

The Lake City Coundil is
lown o its final strike

ice, the council has
held special mectings 10
appoint a Iistrict 14 repre-

sentative. only to back out
when it came time 1o swear
the candidate in.

Guess what?

Anaother spectal city coun-
cil meeting has been sched-
uled for 6 pm. Monday as
city officials att 1, for the
third time, to G the vacant
cauncil

Maonday evening,

Jefaithiul Coker, who was

y the council to

appointed by
serve in the post last week.
was sei o be sworn in,
when aty « als attempt-
ing to approve the resolu-
tion 1o allow her o serve
in the post, had a 2.
with Jake Hill Jr. and Ti
Sampson casting the di
<enting voles

Similarly,

Stephen

CITY contnuedon G4

Council member Todd Sampson {from left), City Clerk Audrey Sikes, Mayor Stephen Wit
and council member Jake Hill listen to a speaker at the podium during Monday’s meeting

TONY BRITT/ 2in
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Continued From 14

Douglas, was appointed 2
thee District 14 reprsen-
tative last moenth enly o
succumb o the same fale
when city officals failed
o approve the resclution
appuinting him to e post

Punng that mecling,
Coker provided  coun.
cil members paperwork
indicating she had filed a
lawsail against the coun-
cil for 2 Sunshine violztion
fior using a “secrel baliol
in ranking ke randidaes
where  she  was  never
allowed Lo sew the ballots.
That lewsait s stll pend
ing.

Dwuring the public com.
el session of Muonday's
meeting, Coker's pasi was
a poinl of conlention zs
iLdene] Howden, a commu-
nity activist and [ormer
counciiman, said Coker
had previcusly  Been
arresied andd had Bed for
bankruptcy in two states.
Howden =said he  didn’t
bedicwe she should serve
as Lhe District 14 council
represeniative.

Coker, in o stzierment
cmaile-d Mondzy night,
calledd Lthe meeling a “lrag-
edy” and "tolal termail.”

‘I hawe no shame for
who | am and make no
cxcuses e blame any.
one ur znything,” Coker
wrole, ©1 am not ashzmed
of using el remedess to
live, that's whai our city
needs. People who hawe

real [l
EEPEri-
gnce  and
respect
thee  laws
aml  aspi.
ralions
ol others
within bepad Boundaries.”

Shxwn Holmpren, a
local  resident, said i

Coler's past could disqual
ify her from holding the
post. lthe councd shoudd
lock at everyone’s past
Afler hesring the inlor
mation, Hill changed has

vile  zboul  supporiing
Coker. The councilman

alse informed Holmgren
thal ke hes never been
arrested, but has been
involved wilh a “rup-in”
vith the police.

When councilman
Yugene Jefferson made
the muolicn to adopt the
resclution for Coker
serye as the Destrict 14
represenblalive, there was
a noticeable gap in Gme
before Mayer Stephen
Wit seconted the metion.
Hill, as he hzd already
s1id he intended o do,
and  Samgson both cast
“MNo” voles.

However, with city offi-
cials abiempling o &l
the post within & days
as required by the ity

charter, the city has
scheduled  the  special
meeting  Monday  with

Coder, Stephen Douglas
anid Ricky Jernigan as
the pabentizl [hstnict 14
approintees.

Chris Greene resigned

froen the: District 14 pustin
carty Seplember. Monday
is the dh day since, the
final day fur the council o
fill the varancy.

Sampson,  the  city
council [Mistret 5 repre
sentative, said he made
the mobion e o back
anid revisit seleciing the
District {4 representative
wrzan and have resolutions
Lo mpipeoinl the person 2t the
special meeding becawse
that would ztreamline the
process.

“I think after the neso
lution dide’t pass en Ms.
Coker that we nesdied o
starl the process zpain,”
b zaiid [ollowing thie meet
ing. “Hu, My perspectve =
we have another meeling
amd & thal mecling have
we have ke resclutions
pregared in advamce o
that's possible. which they
saif # was possible, so
that next mecling we can
Gnalize everting in one
mecting selting and com-
plete the process.

“It seems like we have
i big issue with approving
thing= in 2 special mecling
antd then when il comes
Lo o resclution, lor what
ever reason, we decile
we're nod going o do i
Samgson continued, not
ing that ke spoke o City
Attorney Fred Koberbsin
aml thought the council
could wole on the reso
lution for Dougls. “That
resolution was tabled. It
was never deflealed. To
me thal could be brought
back, but [ think from the

moeling
whare- thit
gul Lzhied
we would
h ave
sunport
for that,
because
three people said “abso
lutely mol” because they
wene worried about Lthe

Cokar

Tawsuil”
Wit aslen spoke about
the process that has

city officials wvisibng the
appoiniment for o third
Lime.

“I've boen saying thal |
thoughl it was gl proe
cess  because we were
working together. but [
think @t's very anfu -lunaie
for the twe that have Heen
nominated and vobed on to
come up here to be sworn
in and for this fo happen,”
hee zaid ellowing the meet
ing. “I'm not real happy
Lhzt that's happens] and 1
aaree thal next Gme [ we
i L we need 0 pul some-
body in, bul | really fexl
bad that we've dune that
lo two people and hadn't
followed through.”

Wit weemed Fopelul
that the councdl would be
able v =edect o |Msinct
14 representalive with ils
third aiempd 1o zppsoint
someone Lo the post

=] beogee W can resolve i
with decorum amd & pood
process,” ke sid. © think
Zl three of them will be
goad and | think they all
have good intenbions, so
hispe-fully we can fin <h the
process.”

105. Plaintiff alleges Defendant Wilson ran an article entitled? In
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the Lake City Reporter advising Defendant City Council not to
seat Plaintiff and accept the consequences was to publicly
intimidate Plaintiff and cause public embarrassment and
humiliation to Plaintiff.

106. Plaintiff further alleges that the Lake City Reporter had no
right to interfere with Plaintiff's right to hold public office and
had no right to offer support to Defendant City Council if they
chose to delay Plaintiff public office delaying the matter in
court until the regularly scheduled election.

107. Plaintiff alleges that on November 1, 2021, instead of
conducting the ministerial ceremony Defendant Sikes sat in
silence as a Deputy Supervisor knowing the oath she took
required her to uphold the Election laws under both the
Constitutions of the State of Florida and the United States of
America and fulfill her obligation all while the Oath of Office
she knew had been placed directly in her hand on the
morning of November 8, 2021.

108. Plaintiff alleges that on November 1, 2021, instead of
conducting the ceremonial installation as required by the

Charter the Defendant Witt sat in silence knowing the oath he
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took required him to uphold the rules of the Charter, the
Election laws under both the Constitutions of the State of
Florida and the United States of America and fulfill his
obligation and direct that Plaintiff be seated.

109. Plaintiff alleges tha ton November 1, 2021, instead of
conducting the ceremonial installation as required by the
Charter the Defendant Jefferson sat in silence knowing the
oath he took required him to uphold the rules of the Charter,
the Election laws under both the Constitutions of the State of
Florida and the United States of America and fulfill his
obligation and direct that Plaintiff be seated.

110. Plaintiff alleges that on November 1, 2021, instead of
conducting the ceremonial installation as required by the
Charter the Defendant Sampson sat in silence knowing the
oath he took required him to uphold the rules of the Charter,
the Election laws under both the Constitutions of the State of
Florida and the United States of America and fulfill his
obligation and direct that Plaintiff be seated.

111. Plaintiff alleges that on November 1, 2021, instead of

conducting the ceremonial installation as required by the
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Charter the Defendant Hill did opined he had changed his
mind on selecting Plaintiff “because of her background”
without any due process and with disregard for the oath he
took required him to uphold the rules of the Charter, the
Election laws under both the Constitutions of the State of
Florida and the United States of America and fulfill his
obligation and direct that Plaintiff be seated.

112. Plaintiff alleges that on November 1, 2021, instead of
conducting the ceremonial installation as required by the
Charter the Defendant Koberlein sat in silence knowing the
oath he took before the Florida Bar required him to advise his
clients and to uphold the rules of the Charter, the Election
laws under both the Constitutions of the State of Florida and
the United States of America and fulfill his obligation and
direct that Plaintiff be seated.

113. Plaintiff alleges that on November 1, 2021, Defendants
Chamber and Smith did publicly declare the best position for
Defendants City Council was to select Defendant Douglas and
deny the rights of Plaintiff because she would not appeal to

the likes of “a Jeff Bezos” and spruce the local economy
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despite Plaintiff having been duly qualified and selected to
serve District 14.

114. Plaintiff alleges that Defendants Agents Equality, Bowden,
Warren III, and George continued publishing defaming,
slanderous, and debased material for public display on social
media including Defendant Bowden publishing his committed
threat that he would take any and all actions necessary to
prevent  Plaintiff from  being seated with such
contemporaneous conviction that members of the public
offered to the Lake City Reporter their unfulfilled requests for
the publishing of their concern for Bowden’s statement.

115. Plaintiff alleges the Self Executing Order gave Defendant City
Council a deadline of twenty (20) days to seat Plaintiff or show
cause why she should not be seated.

116. Plaintiff alleges that on November 9, 2021 David Fina despite
his involvement to all parties to the case was assigned and did
replace the sitting Judge who issued the Self-Executing Order
in Case No. 2021-288 choosing to withhold his conflict and
involvement with all parties to the case denying Plaintiff due

process not requiring Defendants City Council to adhere to
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the Self-Executing Order.

117. Plaintiff alleges that as of June 2, 2022 have not answered
the Self-Executing Order nor has Plaintiff been seated.

118. Plaintiff alleges despite time being of the essence Defendants
City Council, Sikes, and Koberlein continued the deprivation
to the rights of all citizens and refused to fulfill their Oath of
Office and comply with the Self-Executing Order of the Third
Judicial Court of Columbia County and seat Plaintiff despite
the ongoing financial expense and burden of resources
continuing their efforts by having the case reassigned to the
same Judge David Fina, who denied Plaintiff a hearing in the
Cyberstalking case on Appellate review involving Plaintiff and
Defendant Warren III, George, and Gambles.

119. Plaintiff alleges that Defendants Koberlein and City Council
was to secure Defendants Robinson to represent the City of
Lake City after its deadline knowing Defendant Robinson was
the business partner of Defendant Warren III and knowing he
served as the Board of Governor representative for the Third
Judicial Circuit of Columbia County and had been named in

complaints made by Plaintiff to local, state, and federal
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officials.

120. Plaintiff alleges the conspired efforts also included Defendant
Foreman, filing a Notice of Appearance for Defendant Douglas
on a Motion to Intervene in CA-2021-268, to claim his failed
appointed to the City Council of Lake City on October 13,
2021 by Secret Ballot afforded him standing to the lawsuit
after the deadline imposed on the City to respond.

121. Plaintiff alleges despite Defendant Foreman knowing his firm
had represented Plaintiff, and who currently serves as the
elected Attorney for Columbia County Board of County
Commissioners, the appointed attorney for the Town of White
Springs managed by Defendant George, Attorney for the
Columbia County Supervisor of Elections, and member of the
same County Commissioners Economic Development Board
under the direct control of the Columbia County Board of
County Commissioners that Defendant Douglas.

122. Plaintiff alleges the Motion to Intervene filed by Defendants
Foreman and Douglas is a sham pleading and deliberate
attempt to create delay and prevent Plaintiff from public

office, and inflict intentional emotional duress to the Plaintiff.
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123. Plaintiff alleges Florida law provides that a municipality shall
not have the power or authority to lessen or reduce
requirements as provided by general law. Fla. Stat.166.041(6).

124. Plaintiff alleges Defendants Jefferson, Sampson, Hill, Witt,
and Koberlein, Sikes, Robinson, Foreman, Brown, and Lee
each took a sworn Oath to uphold the Constitution of Florida
and the Constitution of the United States, both of which offer
protection to the civil rights and liberties of its citizens.

125. Plaintiff alleges Defendant Williams abuses his position as
Columbia Commissioner in sending a support letter on behalf
of Defendant Warren and not offering objection to Defendant
Foreman'’s representation of Defendant Douglas.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and this
cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendant Defendants City Council, Sikes, Witt, Koberlein,
Jefferson, Hill, Sampson.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against

Defendants, to punish the Defendants for the unlawful
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actions to deter their actions and the actions of others from
engaging in the same or similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court prevent issue injunctive relief to prevent the
City Council from condoning, participating, and encouraging
this behavior in the future.

E. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

COUNT X - 42 USC §1983 - RIGHT TO SEEK JUSTICE

THROUGH THE COURTS
CLAIM AGAINST JUDGE DAVID FINA

126. Plaintiff alleges this action for injunctive and declaratory relief
pursuant to Title 42, United States Code, §1983, against
Defendant Fina for deprivation of her constitutional liberty
interest to seek justice through the courts through judges
who are impartial and uphold the cannons of their office.

127. Plaintiff alleges (1) the conduct complained of was committed
by a person acting under the color of state law; and (2) the
conduct deprived the plaintiff of a constitutional right to seek
justice through impartial judges upholding their Oath to
protect the rights afforded citizens in the State of Florida
Constitution and the United States Constitution.

128. Plaintiff alleges Defendant Fina has failed to uphold the
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cannons of his Oath of Office in handling cases involving
Plaintiff and Defendants Warren, George, Gambles, in cases
2021-173-DV; 2021-174-DV; 2021-175-2021-175.

129. Plaintiff alleges she was denied access to justice and a
hearing afforded by Florida Statute 784.0485(4), (5)(b) which
reads in part, “(4) Upon the filing of the petition, the court
shall set a hearing to be held at the earliest possible time. The
respondent shall be personally served with a copy of the
petition, notice of hearing, and temporary injunction, if any,
before the hearing. (5)(b) Except as provided in s. 90.204, in a
hearing ex parte for the purpose of obtaining such ex parte
temporary injunction, evidence other than verified pleadings or
affidavits may not be used as evidence, unless the respondent
appears at the hearing or has received reasonable notice of the
hearing. A denial of a petition for an ex parte injunction shall be
by written order noting the legal grounds for denial. If the only
ground for denial is no appearance of an immediate and
present danger of stalking, the court shall set a full hearing on
the petition for injunction with notice at the earliest possible

time. This paragraph does not affect a petitioner’s right to
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promptly amend any petition, or otherwise be heard in person
on any petition consistent with the Florida Rules of Civil
Procedure.

130.Plaintiff and Defendants City Council and Sikes are parties to
the action in the Third Circuit Judicial Court of Columbia
County in Case number 2021CA-288 the docket reveals
indiscretions to the records for which Judge Jackson issued
an Alternative Order of Rule Nsi and Prohibition (the “Order”)
requiring that Plaintiff be seated as selected by Defendant
City Council within twenty days of the Order prohibiting
further consideration to the vacancy in District 14 of Lake
City Council.

131.Plaintiff alleges Defendant Fina deliberately averted his
cannons and refused to enforce the Order or require
Defendant City Council to comply with the Order in direct
contradiction of his Oath of Office and n furtherance of the
conspired efforts of Defendants to delay Plaintiff from being
seated on the City Council as she was appointed on October
26, 2021,

132.Plaintiff alleges that Defendant Fina refused to Stay
proceedings pending review of the First District Court of
Appeals from February 2022, to May 2022 causing
irreparable harm to Plaintiff attempts to seek justice and
campaign simultaneously.

133. Plaintiff alleges that Defendant Fina caused concerns for the
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integrity of the docket of the cases ordering consolidation and
closure, reopening, all while the case was before the First

District Court of Appeals for review.

134.Plaintiff alleges that the extended delay to the Defendant
allowing a hearing was deliberately assessed to strain the
financial resources of Plaintiff to limit the availability of legal
representation disregarding the deadline of November 29,
2021the hearing was scheduled delayed the hearing until
February 2, 2022, and then only used to hear motions filed
well after the deadline addressing no contempt issues.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants;

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants, to punish the Defendants for unlawful actions and to

deter Defendants and others from engaging in the same or similar
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acts in the future.
D. That this Court award Plaintiff recoverable costs.

E. That this Court award Plaintiff all other relief in law and

in equity to which she may be entitled.

20
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Lake City City Council appoints only woman
candidate to fill District 14 seat after five failed
motions
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voting for Befaithiul Coker to fill the District 14 seat on Tuesday night. Stephen Douglas was not appointed after guestions we

raised about the voting process.
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There are times where you must slow down and you have a lawyer for a reason,” Coker saic.,

Abbie Chasteen pulied her name out of the running

oy Jernigan and Coker's behalf.

Councilman Toad Sam
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They both voted for the candic

After a not so smooth process, he said it may be time to revisit the charter,
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135. Defendant Foreman knew he held a conflict as counsel
to Columbia County Board of County Commission, counsel to
the Columbia County Supervisor of Elections, counsel to the
Town of White Springs with Defendant George, and that his
firm had formerly represented Plaintiff, and knew that
Defendant Douglas held no legitimate claim to being
appointed to the City Council either from October 13, 2021 or
October 26, 2021.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:
A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause;
B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants
C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants, to punish the Defendants for his unlawful actions and

to deter Defendants and others from engaging in the same or
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similar acts in the future.

D. That this Court award Plaintiff recoverable costs.

E. That this Court orders the US Attorney to commence an
investigation of the allegations herewith.

F. That this Court orders injunctive relief against
Defendant City Council and to immediately discontinue its
practices of deliberate violation to the Voting Rights Act and cause
Plaintiff to be seated immediately.

136. Plaintiff alleged that Defendants Sikes, Supervisor of Election,
Wilson, and Lake City Reporter continue to conspire blatantly
disregarding the Self-Executing Order and its prohibition to
consider a candidate for District 14 to the City Council other
than Plaintiff and have allowed, or announced and accepted
candidate to fill what they continue to classify as a’vacant

position in District 14”
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CITY OF LAKE CITY, COUNCIL MEMBER
SEATS UP FOR ELECTION

City Council District #10 Incumbent: Eugene Jefferson

City Council District #14 Incumbent:

In accordance with City Charter Section 301(b) ; Only qualified voters who
have resided in the city for a minimum of one (1) year prior to qualifying
as a candidate for election to a seat on the city council, and are
eighteen (18) years of age or older, shall be eligible to hold office, and
all council members, except the mayor, shall have resided in the district
which they represent at least one (1) year prior to the time they qualify
for office.

(4 year terms — no term limits — nonpartisan - member takes office at
the first scheduled council meeting following the immediate preceding
November State General Election)

Districts are identified in the City Charter Section 301

CITY OF ‘s

Dear Candidate,
Congratulations on your decision to run for public office.

The 2022 City of Lake City Candidate Handbook is compiled for candidate review and
reference and designed to supplement the Florida Department of State Division of
Elections Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, as well as Florida Statute
Chapters 99, 104, and 106. This publication is not intended to provide all the
information a candidate needs.

It is important for candidates to familiarize themselves with Florida Election Laws, the
City Charter, and City Ordinances. Understanding the election process is the
responsibility of the candidate. A thorough review of this handbook provides valuable
information on election laws, local regulations, requirements and deadlines.

The election process comes with greal commitment. Navigating the numerous
governing documents can be daunting. Should any uncertainty arise please contact
the City Clerk's Office before acting.

Thank you for participating in the electoral process. The City Clerk’s Office wishes you
a successful campaign.

Sincerely,

Audrey E. Sikes
City Clerk, MMC

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
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this cause;

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants City Council, Sikes, Witt, Koberlein, Jefferson,
Hill, Sampson, Warren III, Agents Equality, Bowden, George,
and Gambles.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendant Defendant City Council, to punish the Defendants
for his unlawful actions and to deter Defendant City Council
and others from engaging in the same or similar acts in the
future.

D. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

DAMAGES AND FEES

137.Plaintiffs have suffered damages as a direct result of the
Defendants’ policies, practices and actions.

138.Plaintiff’ damages consist of infringement upon her
constitutional rights and the loss of the companionship of her
natural child, as well as monetary losses, including expenses
associated with protecting her constitutional rights and civil

liberties, lost earnings and earning potential and interference
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with her education.
139.This Court is authorized to award damages for violation of

Plaintiff constitutional rights under 42 U.S.C. §1983.

140.This Court is authorized to award attorneys to represent

Plaintiff in this action and has agreed to pay them a

reasonable fee, which fee the Defendants must pay pursuant

to 42 U.S.C. §1988.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief:

A. That this Court take jurisdiction over the parties and
this cause

B. That this Court award Plaintiff money damages against
Defendants for intentional interference with her custodial rights.

C. That this Court award Plaintiff punitive damages against
Defendants to punish the Defendants for unlawful actions and to
deter Defendants and others from engaging in the same or similar
acts in the future.

D. That this Court award Plaintiff her recoverable costs.

E. That this Court award Plaintiff all other relief in law and

in equity to which she may be entitled.
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Plaintiff DEMAND A TRIAL BY JURY

Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11, by signing below, I
certify to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief that
this complaint: (1) is not being presented for an improper purpose,
such as to harass, cause unnecessary delay, or needlessly increase
the cost of litigation; (2) is supported by existing law or by a
nonfrivolous argument for extending, modifying, or reversing
existing law; (3) the factual contentions have evidentiary support
or, if specifically so identified, will likely have evidentiary support
after a reasonable opportunity for further investigation or
discovery; and (4) the complaint otherwise complies with the
requirements of Rule 11.

I agree to provide the Clerk’s Office with any change to my address
where case-related papers may be served. I understand that my
failure to keep a current address on file with the Clerk’s Office may
result in the dismissal of my case.

June 2, 2022

Befaithful Coker, Pro Se

Po Box 15 - Lake City, Florida
32056

386.697.6075
Befaithfulcokerwgmail.com
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
ORLANDO DIVISION

BEFAITHFUL COKER,
MINOR CHILD V. COKER,
AND MINOR CHILD M. COKER

2 L= 6[% M»\m Ll
Plaintiff, CASE NO .-:622-CV=-B54=R:

VS.
SYLVESTER WARREN, III Et. al

CERTIFICATE OF EMERGENCY

I hereby certify that, I have carefully examined this matter and it
is a true emergency because it impacts matters of grave concern
that if continued to be delayed will cause irreparable harm to the
Plaintiff and citizens of Lake City, FL specifically those in District
14 in an election process.

I further certify that the necessity for this emergency hearing has
not been caused by a lack of due diligence on my part, but has
been brought about only by the circumstances of this case. The
issues presented by this matter have not been submitted to the
Judge assigned to this case or any other Judge or Magistrate
Judge of the Southern District of Florida prior hereto.

I further certify that I have made a bona fide effort to resolve this
matter without the necessity of emergency action.

Dated this &tlvciaya

Signature:

Befaithful Coker, ProSe
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PO Box 15
Lake City, FL 32056

befaithfulcoken@gmail.com
386.697.6075
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P. € Warren III Legal Advice
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SPECIAL CALLED SESSION MINUTES CITY COUNCIL
The City Council in and for the citizens of the City of Lake City, Florida, met in Special Session, on
October 26, 2021 beginning at 6:00 P.M., in the City Council Chambers, located at City Hall 205 North

Marion Avenue, Lake City, Florida. Members of the public also viewed the meeting live on our YouTube
Channel.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

INVOCATION — Mayor Stephen Witt

ROLL CALL
Mayor/Council Member Stephen M. Wiit
City Council Jake Hill, Jr.
Eugene Jefferson
C. Todd Sampson
City Attorney Frederick Koberlein, Jr.
Interim City Manager Michael Williams
Sergeant-at-Arms Chief Argatha Gilmore
City Clerk Audrey Sikes
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mr. Jefferson made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Mr. Sampson seconded the
motion and the motion carried unanimously on a voice vote.

PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNCIL

Ken Bochette encouraged members to ask more substantive questions of the candidates.
Walter Douglas spoke in support of Ricky Jernigan.

Kim Estergen spoke in support of Bea Coker.

Ricky Jernigan spoke on behalf of his candidacy for the City Council District 14 vacancy.
Sylvester Warren spoke on the selection process.

Glenel Bowden spoke on the removal of the Confederate Monument from Olustee Park and in
support of Ricky Jernigan.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION BY COUNCIL

1. Selecting a City Council Member for District 14, revisiting of October 13, 2021 previously
filed applications. '

At this time, City Attorney Fred Koberlein stated the purpose of the meeting is to perform a
full re-evaluation of the applicants for the District 14 vacant seat. He reported, in the best
interest of the City, on October 18", it was decided to have a new meeting to conduct a re-
evaluation of the applicants. Mr. Koberlein advised members to conduct a meaningful
evaluation and meaningful discussion of the applicants. He stated members need to
discuss and come up with a process and come to a final decision. Mr. Koberlein reminded
members the rules of our meetings allow discussion before a motion is on the table.
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Mr. Hill expressed his support for Mr. Jernigan for the City Council District 14 vacancy.

Mayor Witt reported Abbie Chasteen withdrew her name from consideration and
commended all applicants for going through the process. He would like to discuss the
applicants and make a decision.

Mr. Sampson made a motion for the process of selecting a City Council Member for
District 14 to be discussion, nomination and then a vote on a candidate. Mr. Hill
seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the motion carried.

Mr. Sampson Aye

Mr. Hill Aye
Mr. Jefferson Aye
Mayor Witt Aye

Mr. Hill made a motion to nominate Ricky Jernigan for City Council Member District
14. The motion died due to lack of second.

Mr. Jefferson stated they were all good candidates, and he would work with whomever
was selected.

Mr. Hill made a motion to appoint Ricky Jernigan for City Council Member District
14. Mr. Jefferson seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the motion
failed.

Mr. Hill Aye

Mr. Jefferson Aye

Mr. Sampson Nay

Mayor Witt Nay

Mr. Jefferson made a motion to appoint Befaithful Coker for City Council Member
District 14. Mr. Hill seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the motion

failed.
Mr. Jefferson Aye
Mr. Hill Aye
Mr. Sampson Nay
Mayor Witt Nay

Mr. Sampson made a motion to appoint Stephen Douglas for City Council Member
District 14. Mayor Witt seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the

motion failed.

Mr. Sampson Aye
Mayor Witt Aye
Mr. Jefferson Nay
Mr. Hill Nay

PUBLIC COMMENT: Stew Lilker inquired what rules the Council was following to allow the
Mayor to second a motion; to which City Attorney Koberlein responded, City Council
Ordinance No. 2021-2178 and Roberts Rules of Order.
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Mr. Hill made a motion to appoint Ricky Jernigan for City Council District 14. Mr.
Jefferson seconded the motion. Mr. Koberlein suggested before the members
entertained a motion to reconsider a previously nominated individual, to suspend, or waive
the rules in order to come to a decision.

Mr. Hill made a motion to suspend the rules. Mr. Sampson seconded the motion. A
roll call vote was taken and the motion carried.

Mr. Hill Aye
Mr. Sampson Aye
Mr. Jefferson Aye
Mayor Witt Aye

Mr. Hill made a motion to appoint Ricky Jernigan for City Council District 14. Mr.
Jefferson seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the motion failed.

Mr. Hill Aye
Mr. Jefferson Aye
Mr. Sampson Nay
Mayor Witt Nay

Mr. Sampson made a motion to appoint Stephen Douglas for City Council District
14. Mayor Witt seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the motion

failed.
Mr. Sampson Aye
Mayor Witt Aye
Mr. Jefferson Nay
Mr. Hill Nay

Mr. Jefferson made a motion to appoint Befaithful Coker for City Council District 14.
Mr. Hill seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the motion carried.

Mr. Jefferson Aye

Mr. Hill Aye
Mr. Sampson Nay
Mayor Witt Aye

Mayor Witt stated Ms. Coker would be sworn in Monday, November 1, 2021.
ADJOURNMENT

All matters having been handled, the meeting adjourned at 6:42 PM on a motion made and
duly seconded.

o ANy

d{x m Stephen M. Witt, Mayor/Council Member

Audrey Sikes, I\7/¢ Clty Clerk
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October 21, 2019

Hoaorable Judge Vegne Covington,
Middle District of Florida

RE ProTatipntermination
Dear Judge Covington,

As a2 member of the Lake City, City Council ] write this letter as a request for termination of
probation for Sylvester Warren . { would be.remiss to pass on the opportunity to hetp such an active
citizen that has been so influential and effective in the community. Over the past two years, Mr. Warren
has made sure the City Council is heldiaccountabie to the citizens for their actions. Mr. Warren is 'very
intelligent and articulate, and i s rare that he misses a City Councit meeting, & &s also rare that ke

doesn't have an opinion or something to say about at least one issue concerning his community.

Wir. Warrenhas come before the counch to getabandon houses torn down because they are
hresding grounds for crirminal activity, rodents, and other pest, advocated for affordable housing,
infrastructure repairs Bwoughout the community and argued on behalf of the elderly on fixed incomes
against a garbage ifee increase, jusi o name afew.

1do feal that Sylvester could he more praductive 35 3 member of aur community withaut the
stigma of him being on probation. Unfortunately, his current status and previous incarceration is
something that some of my coiteagues often bring up when Sylvester is holding &7 of us om the city
councit accountable, However, mary of us inrthe community, myseif included have come tofeamithat
person’s past doesn't define or dictate what or who they may become. Sylvester has taught us this. He is
2'manof nonor that has werked hard to rebolld his repwtation as well as his community.

Smoerely,
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To Honorable Judge Covington: Feb 20 2018

This letter is in reference to Sylvester Warren, whom | have personally known for
approximately seventeen years through my employment as a police officer, with
the Lake City Police Department and as a Deputy Sheriff, with the Columbia
County Sheriff's Office.

During this time Sylvester and | have not always gotten along because of the
lifestyle that he chose during his early adult years. Because of his actions,
Sylvester, was arrested and served several years in Federal Prison for his actons.

When Sylvester got out i gota chance to speak with him for the first time at
Richardson Middle School where his son attended school.

While speaking with Sylvester | could tell 1 was talking to a different person. He
also expressed to me his interest in wanting to speak to young people about
making the right choices.

After a month or so | setup an assernbly at my school and had Sylvester come and
speak to a 100 middle school students. Sylvester was so excited after speaking
that he wanted to do another one.

| spoke with Sylvester’s probation officer and expressed ta her that Sybvester was
doing a great job with the kids and that | felt Sylvester truly cared.

Sylvester has spoken to several groups {High School/Middle] for me and has even
done several on his own. He has been called by people that have heard him speak

and have requested him to speak at banguets for athletes.

| feel that Sylvester has learned from his mistakes and truly feels if he can reach
one person to keep them from traveling the path he chose as a young adult then
he has made a difference.

| support Sylvester in his efforis and I also consider him as a friend that truly cares
for his community.
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any concerns

Sinceraly, 'S

D/S James W Finnell #764
Columbia County Sheriff’s Office
School Resource Division
Columbia High School
386)-623-6741

{386)-438-4628
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October 16, 2006

To Whom It May Concem:

['have known Sylvester Warren as an individual and respected member of this
community for more than (25) years. Through the years he has over came many
obstacles in his life many good. In the last five years Mr. Warren has displayed nothing
but good and honest outcomes with in the community. He has also participated in and

financially supports many public and school functions within our community with honor,
dedication and sincerity.

I personal do not feel Sylvester Warren as a menace or threat to the society or

community. Furthermore Sylvester Warren has the potential and desire to continue to be
a productive member of society with all do respect..

If I can be any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

o=

Ron Williams
County Councilman,
City of Lake City, Florida

. FILED THIS
ﬂﬁayofé LL@ .2
P. DeW > Blerk of Courts

“Deputy Clerk S




Case 3:22-cv-00518-MMH-LLL  Document 8 Filed 06/02/22 Page 82 of 97 PagelD 355
Case 6:22-cv-00854-RBD-LHP Document 1-1 Filed 05/06/22 Page SJgJZ,@%aquQ‘QQ

>

. .f

October 16, 2006

Eugene Jefferson
721 NE Center Street
Lake City, FI 32055

To Whom It May Concern:

It is with distinct pleasure to provide this “Character Reference™ on behalf of Sylvester
Warren III. I have known Mr. Warren as an individual and member of this community
for more than fifteen years. Through many personal conversations with Mr. Warren, he
often expressed concern about social problems and crimes in the northwest and northeast
section of the City of Lake City. Also, he expressed an interest and a need to develop
community groups and organizations designed to enhance the wellbeing and quality of
life in our city. '

During the most recent years, he has owned and operated a local business located on
East Duval Street in Lake City. Where he supply jobs for several individuals .

T have known him to participate in and financially support many public functions
within our community with a spirit of dedication and sincerity.

In view of his most recent law violations, it is my wish they will not cast a shadow
over his past positive contributions. Furthermore, I do not view Mr, Warren as a menace

or threat to the wellbeing of society. It is my opinion; Mr. Warren has the potential and
desire to continue to be a productive member of society.

Pleas do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide further information or assistance.

Sincerely,

- City Councilman,
“—Deputy Clerk City of Lake City, Florida
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McRae & McNeili
Attorneys at Law
318 East Duval Street
Lake City, FL 32055
Telephone: (386) 718-4357
Fax: (386) 719-4430
www.northfloridainjury. com

" T. Bradley McRaet
Jennifer R. McRaet
Kevin A. McNeill

+ Licensed In Florida & Georgla

February 21, 2018

RE: Sylvester Waren
Early termination

Dear Honorable Virginia Covington,

My name is 7. Bradiey McRae. | am a lawyer practicing civll fiigation. | have been in
practice for over 20 years. Mr. Warren is a personal friend who | have known for several
years. He has demonstrated dedicatlon to the community and a deslire to help those
around him. He has helped organize and confributed to numerous fundraisers and
community events, most of which have sarved underpriviteged children. These include
providing backpack and school supplies, and this past Christmas donating his time and
energy for special needs children ai the junior high to purchase Christmas gifts. | onty
know about the latter because my special neseds daughter was in the class, which | found
out he had sponsored.

In particular, he Is 2 huge advocate for the youth and is committed to helping them
succeed. Mr. Warren had a hard life as a child and did not have a good upbringing with
parents as good examples. He hasbeen candid with me with his past fife and the prison
time he has served. Unlike many, he has used his challenging life circumstances and
experiences to become a better person who wants to make a difference.

Mr. Warren is a valuable asset to our community and in my opinion would be
deserving of early termination of his probation. Piease contact me should you have any
ather questions or would [ike to discuss this matter further. You can reach me at my office
at (386) 7194357 or on my celf phone at (386) 344-4357.
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Sylvester Warren IIZ
832 Richardson Terrace
Lake City, Florida 32055

October 2, 2019

Aonorable Virginia M. Hernandez Covington
801 North Florida Avenue

Chambers 148

Tampa, Fiorida 33642

RE: Case# 3:07-cr-233-J-33HTS
Dear Honorable Judge Covington,

I pray that this letter finds you in the best of health. 1
will try and brief as T Tequest a little of vour time. I have
served a little more than four years of my five-year probation
Ssentence and as required and expected, without any incidents or
infractions so I am requesting early termination from probation.
Over ten years ago you forced me to take a long look in the
mirror; it didn'+ click right away, but when I did, it wasn’t a
pretty sight.

IT is now my mission to be a pPositive influence and role to
those in my community, especially those that I see headed down
the same path that I did. Given the opportunity to speak with
middle and high school students on occasion, I share my story as
& route MOT to t=ke.

My reentry into the community has been a rewarding aone as I
rebuild myself as a man; a man of integrity and honor, a man
that someocne will be proud to call a friend and/or a family
member. Since my time home, I have strived to have a better
relationship with my son. I have lived with moral integrity with
respect of the principles and values that are required of a
productive citizen.

Your Honor, I Jjust want to begin a new chapter in my life and

PUt my negative past behind me for good; release from probation

would grant me that opportunity. I have enclosed character

letters that I pray you will take in consideration as you meke
‘T decision to grant me early termination from prabation.
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Case 3:07- cr—00233 -VMC-MCR Document 425 Filed 10/31/19
E—r—"x  Annie Mattox Reereation Center. Inc.

['o i o X 901 NE Center Avenue ||
¥ % Bake City, Florida 32055 7 )
d _;_"‘-é

Board fermbers: Al Nefson, President
Helo Ralamson - La¥anda Austin - Syhester Warten - Mary A, Waliiam - -Lavell Gaorge - Grover A. Lewis -
Vanessa Gsorge - Dana Jemigan

October 7, 2019

As a Fellow board member of Sylvester Warren I, it gives me much pleasure to be of any
assistance that {tan to hire. Mir. Warren contintous gives back to this commenity and help ather i any
capacity that he can. With his persuasive negotiating skills and professional demeaner, Mr. Warren has
helped this board get funds from the county in an amount that we have never received before.

With these funds we will improve and/or get new playgsound equipment, a muidti-purpose
room, new bathrooms with heat and air condftion (we wilt be the only facility that wilt have this
feature), renovated cancession stand, and bleachers. | know this may seem like something small or not
very important, but it is to the children of community; -children that now have safe eguipment to play
on, sport activities can be held in our community: allowing more children to attend and participate. The
facllity will‘have the abfiity to compete with other fadlities outside of community in order to generate
an incorme and become self-sufficient.

¥ ¥now that I Wir. Warren Is no longer burden with the stigma of his previous fife, he would
continue to make a powerful impact in our community. So take this as my plea, asking that you grant
Mr. Warren's request {o be release from the remamder of his probstion term.

Smcerely

A Nelsan idant

CC: Dana Jerigan
Nelo Williams
Lavell George
i=awanda Austin
Mary Williams
Vaniessz George
Grover Lewls
Sylvester Warren i}

-Annie Mattox Recreation Center is a non-profit organization nnder section 501 C) (3)
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Cotumbia County Recreation Department
Post Office Box 1529 « 255 NE Coach Anders Lane
3 Lake City, FL 32056
Telephone: 386-754-7095 - Fax 386-754-7097 - Email: mario_coppock@columbiacountyfla.com

ffarfo A Coppodck, CPRR CPIH
Director

February 16, 2018

Honorable, judge Virginia Covington
Middle District of Florida

Dear ludge Covington,

This correspondence is to verify that Mr. Sybvester Warren i has been involved in several of our youth
programs, volunteering many hours working In the caoncession stands durlng the youth basketball league
and football seasans. He has taken an the responsibility of setting up, serving, and cleaning up after the
games. During this time, he has met with and counseled many young people (students) on the value of

making good life choices.

Last year, he totaled approximately 60+ volunteer hours and has taken up where heieft off by
continuing to volunteer again this basketball season. Mr. Warren is punctual, helpful, and always has 2
good attitude when volunteering with our organization. We appreciate all of his help. if you have any

questions or need te contact me, | can be reached at Mario coppock@columbiacountyifa.com or

386- 754-7095.

;(:;3—‘ ng{&

Mario A. Coppock

The Mission of the Columbia County Recreation Department is to meet the community’s need
for diverse, affordable, professionally managed recreation programs for children and adults, while
muaintaining a clean and safe environment.
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Drug Bust in Golumbia County tied to Marion

By KAREN VOYLES / THE GAINESVILLE SUN

LAKE CITY - A father and three sons have been arrested as part of an
investigation into what authorities are calling a $30 million to $33 million
cocaine, crack and marijuana trade in Columbia County.

The operation was broken up in a series of arrests on federal and state charges
over Labor Day weekend.

“We believe this is the largest drug ring ever uncovered in the county,” said
Columbia Sheriff Bill Gootee.

The case has been under investigation for at least two years, and federal, state and
local officials said the ring may have been in operation for seven years or more.
The ring appeared to have ties to several North Florida communities as well as to
Ocala and Miami.

Acting U.S. Attorney James R. Klindt said investigators were able to trace the
ring’s activities to Alachua, Columbia, Dade, Hamilton, Marion and Suwannee
counties as well as to South Georgia. The suspects charged in federal court may
face a mandatory minimum of 10 years in prison, Klindt said.

Federal officials said it appeared the group moved at least 15 kilograms of cocaine
through the region over the past seven years. A whole kilo may sell for $20,000 to
$22,000, officials estimated, but once divided, the 15 kilos had a street value of
$30 million to $33 million.

A challenge for investigators was infiltrating the group, which was reportedly led
by a father and three of his sons, authorities said. By midday Wednesday, four of
the seven people wanted on federal drug charges had been arrested and 12 others
had been arrested on state drug charges.

“This investigation began two years ago as a follow-up to an investigation in
2004-2005 of [cocaine] sources in Georgia,” said Randall Bohman, the assistant
special agent in charge of the Jacksonville district office of the Drug Enforcement
Administration. “This group was difficult to infiltrate because we had to dismantle
a sophisticated, well-entrenched organization that was made up of family
members.”
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Bohman said the Columbia County case also had ties to six people indicted in the
Bradford County area a few years ago who had allegedly been supplying the
Columbia County suspects.

While making the arrests, which began Aug. 31, agents seized three vehicles
including a 2006 Cadillac, three weapons including an AK-47, crack cocaine,
scales and $5,000 in cash, authorities said.

Those accused of being the ringleaders are Lake City residents who have been
scheduled for a detention hearing in front of a federal judge in Jacksonville at
2:30 p.m. today, officials said.

Authorities said the people they identified as ringleaders have been charged with
conspiracy to distribute and possession with intent to distribute five kilograms or
more of cocaine and 50 grams or more of crack cocaine.

Those suspects were identified as Sylvester Warren Jr., 48, also known as
Motorcam and Cam; his sons Sylvester Warren III, 27, also known as Vester and
Mook; Michael Demonn Warren, 25, also known as Pookie and Fatboy; and Doug
Bradley, 26, also known as Cole Grady and Stunner, and who was identified by
federal officials as a half-brother of Sylvester I1I and Michael, authorities said.
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Exhibit B

Fifteen Arrested in Muilti-County Drug Ring

By Lanetra Bennett

Published: Sep. 12,2007 at 6:17 PM EDT
Fifteen suspected drug dealers are arrested after their seven-year operation throughout North
Florida and South Georgia was busted.

Sylvester Warren lil, Doug Bradley, Michael Warren and Sylvester Warren, Jr. are all arrested on
federal criminal complaints. The Columbia County Sheriff's Office says for the past seven
years, the suspects were distributing powder and crack cocaine.

Suwannee and Hamilton County sheriffs both say these men along with eleven others arrested
were also selling drugs in their communities.

One concerned resident, Ulysses S. Thomas, said, "They get the poor, dumb people to go
around and sell it. Some people make a living of it, some don't. | just don't like it. | never smoke,
I never drink. I'm sure glad they made the bust."

Investigators say this drug ring has manufactured and distributed at least 1,500 kilograms of
cocaine street valued at from $30 to $33 million.

Suwannee County resident Maggie McEwan said, 'l hope they arrest a lot more. There's a lot
coming in on the interstate, too at the check point. | hope they keep doing a good job. I'm
proud of what they do.”

The remaining suspects arrested are facing state charges. They are: Henry Germaine Cooper,
Michael Shain Schuck, Ronald Leroy Samuels, Amy Denise Dobson, Latrez Amir Arline, James
Terrance White, Pharoh Baker, Maceo Sheppard, Michael Baker, Michael Byrd, Bernard Lucas.

Their charges range from sell and deliver of cannabis to the sell, possession and trafficking of
cocaine. All 15 suspects are from Lake City.

Local, state and federal law enforcement agents also seized three vehicles, guns, and five
thousand dollars cash. Authorities say this is huge victory for our area. The two-year
investigation is not over; authorities say more arrests are coming.
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Audrey E. Sikes, MMC
City Clerk

City of Lake City

205 North Marion Avenue
Lake City. Florida 32055

Ph: 386-719-5756
Fax: 386-752-4896

sikesa@|cfia.com

PLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public records law. Mast written communications to or
fro

m City officials regarding City

business are public records available to the public and media

upon request. Your email communications may be subject to public disclosure.

From: Fred Koberlein <Freg @xipiaw.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 28.

To: Todd Sampson <SampsonT®@ict

2021 7:54 AM

Q01>

Cc: Sikes. Audrey <&kesA@icﬂa.co_m>:‘Alysha Jenkins <Alysha@klolaw.coms: FredSr.

<FredSr@kiolaw.com>

Subject: RE: Reconsideration of motion

Mr. Sampson.

The city council rules were
2021. The city council's

amended and adopted through ordinance 8202

& on March 1,

rules take precedence over Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised

hop- . . . 3 . . 5
(currenily. the 12' Ed ) when a motion or rule is provided for in the two sets of rules. Section

2-41(e). provides for the use

presuding officer,

{b) tietting the Huor, Impreper rslerenves 1o he a oided Fyven counciimember desiring to
chair. and, upon recognition 3 the prevding

personalitics and mdecoress lasgiape,

(0) Interruplions, A conn ey s

or lier w order. or a8 otherng s - v

Ptk e -

eouncilmember shali ogis:
permitted 10 proceed
td) Prin tlege ol chaing
shall have the privilege of 2. AT LA B
(e) Molion t recensides. 2 ey,
action was taken. [t may n: mad: cithyg
council Sueh motion shall ~e mge.

[ARITY

e

made at any time and have precede,. e oo N
Nothing in this scetion shall be comstar oy

mlion at a subseguent meehing o iha ooy

gy by

Chun

of a motion to reconsider Therefore. scetion 2-41(e) gorerns the
use of such a motion. For context. | haye
{a) Debate fren chair 5 maver

second end debate from e chuir, sthicet ondy te such Bmatations ol dehate a
councilmembers and sha!! no he duprived of any of the niahis and priviieses of the councimember by reus

pasted the entire section of 2-4] -
U Hiteminor o such other counciimember may be presiding may move,
are by these myles mposed on gl

m oo by the

speik shal! addresy the
W iipey % ’, e » . H H

chieen ~hah confine all comments 1o the question under debale, avoiding all
G ognsd, shall not be mterrupted when speaking unless it be 1o cal] him
i P . - H -3 =

S counciling sker while speaking. s called 1o arder, he
WS b datermined, and, i n order, be the councilinember

[RES

the
shall be

st the sdoption of an ordinance of resolution or any motion

VR e kg ey

the council may be mads only on the day such
adiong

wenon. or At 4 recessed of adjourned session of the
My B seconded by By councilmembers, and may be
MEEIOLIES O T g cuncilmember has the Noor: it shall be debatable,
PO Y eaneily - mber from making or ranuking the same or any other

dusine dhe s o
il e, o
1
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privtleec ol having an abatract of
entered in the e bithe
@ Svnapaes of o : ~ ol il diwansaon on et
guiestion coming before the council
i Rubes of order Exeept scontiet wath the previstons of Has secton Reber's Rabes of Order Newly Rave
shiall povem the dehiberiions of the vounal
Subsection {¢) requires a motion to reconsider any action taken by the council to be initiated
(the “primany motion”) by a councilmember of the prevatling side of the action. Any
councilmember may second th

i
1

priman motion. If a motion to reconsider is passed. then the
original question is reopened and the exact same question is presented to the council body for
another vote. The rules are designed 1o protect from over use Therefore. the motion to
reconsider may be made on the same day the vole to be reconsidered was taken or if the
council meeting extends for more than one (11 day then the very next day of the same council

“ ‘,-/
meeting. .
Thank vou for asking this question in advance. It can be challenging to provide instruction on o
the use of the rules when taking inte account the prinan motion. subsidiary motions. and
& - - " . LI ¥ —p
motions of privilege which take precedent. Please do not hesitate to call me to discuss this =
subject or any other motions being considered.
Thank vou.
P
AV @ ol Exoiie | 3930 7

From: Todd Sampson <SampsonT &icfla.coms
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 12:14 PM
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To: Fred Koberlein <Fred @kiolaw. coms
Cc: sikesa <sikesa@icila com>

Subject: Reconsideration of motion

Mr Kobericin,

Could a motion 1o recensider the nomination from the meeting un Celober 26th be made at the next
meeling? If so who can make 1ne mouon end who can secong?

I'm copying Audrey as this may be informator needed by ine entire Council,

Todd
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Filing # 138133548 E-Filed 11/08/2021 05:15:25 PM

INTHE CIRCUTT COURT OF THE THIRD JUIMCIAL CIRCUTT
INAND FORCOLUMBIN COUNTY, FLORIDA

BEEATTHVT CORER, CASNE NGO 2021228800
Petitioner,

A s

CIPY COUNCIL QF LARE CHTY,
FLORIDA, Individually and
Colieetively: and AUDREY SIKES.
in her capacity as CHYY CLERK O)
LARE CLTY.

Respondents.

ALTERNATIVE WRIT IN MANDAMUS, AND
ORDER NISTIN PROUIBITION

THIS CAUSE came helore the Court on November 8. 20210 on the Petitioner’s V erilied
Petition for Writ of Mandamus. The allegations consined in the Verilied Petition for Writ of
Mandamus ure incorporited herein by reference. See Fla, R Cis P 1L030WNR2). Uipon this Court’s

review, Petitioner’s claim is legally sulficient.

WHEREFORE, it is herehy ORDERED that Respondents shalt SHOW CAUSE within
20 davs of the date of this Order as w why the Petition should not be granted. See iac R Civ 1P
LO30(Y. (o) Fla. R App. B.9.2000(h). Al pending City Council of Lake City procecdings related
to filling the Distriet 14 seat on the City Council are stayed pending this Court’s final resolution
of the Verified Petition Tor Writ of Mandamus, See Stohey v Jones, 317 No. 3 2020 263 (Fla 1a
DOA 2021 (eiting Fla R. App. P9 100¢h) (In prohibition proceadings, the issuanee ofan order

dirceting the respondent 1o show cause shiall stay further proceedings igythe lower tribunal.”™)

DONE in Chambers 10 in Columbia County, 1orida. I]ti\“f‘/ day of November 2021,

/
7/

HHotal AN CIRCTE] L I)hl

// The W1

/J/ﬂ//m

/ /'-"L :.{
STATE OF FLORIDA COUKTY 0% G é-}"cu A / Al
| KERERY CERTIFY, it the above and forego;

is a true copy of the ongia! fled in this ofice.

JRIESH . CLERK OF COURTS

e LICTTOL 2

Electronically Filed Columbia Case # 21000288CAAXMX 11/08/2021 05:15:25 PM
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Befaithful Coker v. City Council of Lake City, Florida. et. ai.
Alternate Writ in Mandamus. and Order Nisi in Prohibition
Case No.: 2021-288-CA

Wesley R. Douglas. Circuit Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing Alternate Writ in Mandamus and
Order Nisi in Prohibition was furnished by clectronic transmission this &  day of November

2021. 1o the following:

Natalie A. Kato, Esquire Fred Koberlein, Esquire

Counscl for Befaithful Coker Altorney for Lake City. Florida
natalica kato.law fred @ klolaw.com

A'}
(<

-

Judiciaf Assistant
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EXEET B

Shade meeting at city hall begins at
3pm. Koon Law versus LCPD and then

the Unfaithful Coker lawsuit issue. She
is trying to suit her way in office.
Perhaps the council will tie it up in
court until election time!
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regarding this matter.
Lastly, it

iIs better for the city to fight and keep the vacant seat tied up
in court until itis time for .'r:'CtICn‘ and

s and then Unfaithful frivolous
lawsuit becomes a2 maoot paint

.ONn SIC k. = R

Pl rm vl us like Unfaithful

_oker woull

e‘i_. ™

it N
View 3 =

= v ‘ Nicole Williams

ﬁ!enel Bowden Agents Equality her. name R
BEERAUDFUL...... she's afways runmm; gggp
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www.lakecityreporter.com

Thursday, November 18, 2021

CPFPINION

DR

City council:
Freeze seat,
drop drama

¢ best course of action the Lake City Council can
take in regard o filling it coundil seal vacancy is
1o 8t tinht antl do nothing. This is U bedd action
this group can Lake for the good of she residenta and the
cily huriness people il serves.

Leave the sext vacant. Do nuthing. Move on

The seat cumes ¢p for election in the primary in
Auguat, which is jud mare thas nine menths away and
then the peaple & ho sole cin decide and pick their nop
resenizli,

Lesming the: sesat vawand eaves threy councl awnibers
and the muayor in phce. Four memibers suggests e woun
ol would peed to et abng acd work (ugeter, something
this group has everooked the past year or so This City
Council will br feroe! to think abend, plan, be smart 0
their decisions and not [adl victim 1o kneeperk politics

Thix council will be forved to pull fogether [or the
seoodd of the whole, the gxd of the ity in general @il
nc Kuwtow 16 shouling hecklers whao wnd to bally il ir
agrndas and speqial inferests

Thia City Couacil will have W mature quickly

It doean’L wo have gridlock, a ot of 2.2 votes,
malions dying on the desk, exbales of [rustration ond
obokly & few L
yrar, Dt wuess what® Gridlock caimes (e berst amoun!
af lll-lmn:t' to whal is currently a vory fragile ¢
menl in a very Iragile city. ik
<wavr the City Council from itsclf

A tour-person council allows the mayor anr more
ctanee to do the right thing — Ris job — and control ie
aeetings. The mayer must ead e council and coatral
the sudiencr al the cunndl mecinge
e maynr lias his hands full Deddes a rota
lery ef shouting members of the public regulaly Nl-—lnl
Ingy ity mectings, he oversees wlizg al times is a rogue
cogacil, moving radically to umaceessiully fire the ity
atrorney for no apparent reason, then successlully fire
the City Manager without any personnel review whatso
vt These things bagywoel.

Thuse four Councilors i vae paramiount under.
tuking that Wakes percedent over all other fasks and
s is Lo hire a comprient Caty Manager (o lead lake
City info the future. Based on all G shenanigans this
Council las enactod recently, and ite sellinfhictel
wogneds, this will be a daonting ek but it must be done
with diligence With four Councilors. there il be a cun
wenisus, 3 gratleman’s vtfucatrd comproniise T
make: this happen
ring a i ager must bappen. The vt bs
ing 0 ils ee arim city maaager oo 1
tckang. The city has vucancies af aessdan! ity maages
hunan pesuurves divectur, growth |ru|u|::nm1n' dinectur
meilice cltivf and! fiee chied and this s just at
rsent el kevel These all are key positions
be evaloated and filkd by 3 ied ity manag

Coancilars already are (ol u Lewsuti by 3 reselem
whi fiished o distant third ia the last election {or the
w2l and now is atempling 10 Biwde b way Gal
veanal Will freezing he seat prompt more kel paper
Maghe, bt uf this pint, pick your petson Wht
< oy Lo chastive 3 guverament enlty |
the people’s rrhin to chioose e car o
Lafiot box* The residents, the cily businesses and the
«ity’s nejritation throughout the regian oecd 2 bneak
Diup the drana, Irevezs ie sent il vlection day next
August and calntly move on with U peuple’s profission
al business

Lake City Reporter

Serving Celumbia County Since 1874

Tre Lake Crty Reporier i publsned win prde
for residents of Columbia and surrauncing coun-
tes by Communty Newsaagers Ing

e bebeve stong nowspapers buld sireng
communitos — Newsoazers ge! things cene”

Qur pimary goal :s 1o pubish dis ngu:r"d' and

prefitabie community-anented newspapers

Trls missior wil be ascomak shed threugn the
leamwork ¢f pro‘essionals dez cated to uth
nlegrty and hard waork

Todd Wilson, Publisher
Jamie Wachter, Editor

Mark Major, President
Alan NeSmith, Charman

LETTER

Letiars 'c the Edicr shoule e typad or neally widan
and deubie spacec. Leliers will bo edied for length and
0l Letiers must be sgned and inciude tha wnlers
rémp addmss anc loiephone number for verficaton
Leners and guest clumng are the opinicns of the writers
and nel nacessarily thase ef the Lake City Reconer

POLICY

BY MAIL: Letters PO B2x 1708, Lake Sy FL
3205€; orcrop off at 120 E Duval St downlown
BY FAX: (385) 752.8400

New

Tewas umver s

School of thought

FOKT WORTH, Taa

et a diverse groap of
P uals any
ation uf A new
a8 — nike "com

the [NH!‘R {rom dety
melia (sociul and traditional) was
prediciable

There was alines! an immediate
attempd te shut down any discus
sivn over e wad cultural
value of such an institution and die
parage all of those invulved

“Will it be a propes institulis
of bigher karning or Trol HLW (5
opined & Washingion |

The question that shoald have

s Why ha= an
,(,.-. e pur-
wnil ulirum as ils highest priority
Be=cuiy auvelty among American

ol lhv: ascent l1 A
didn’t minee worida in his explana
tiun

universilirs ao longer

ha ntive Lo creale an
eovitoamient where intellectual
disscnt ia protected and fashian
able opinion
SN I the
New York Tumes colu
w university foun
nouncing the university s

froee and dise rea thoug!
crs that

Hatnelon cites -mr- o duta
find Bigh Wevels of intolerance

Ut Ui ate

Ip 1855, the Unated States
and Canada adopted a svsteni ol
Standan| Tine zone
. the lell System intie
first commencial wock
lone tedephone systern in Carnegir
Larg. Pronsyhania
15 Homnaz Catholic
:u‘ay with the ke
Fridays out-

R nmd n biTI st
Y 37 years of dictatorship
[ I“‘ US Rep e ) Ryaa
DHCalil. and four others win
killedl in Jonestown, Guyana. by
nenibors ol 1h

1an JUn'ul. me mlu ™~
rexqonal lmne

Cyn&ua M Allen

AMONE URIVersity prolessin Inv
collragyes wio Bave 4 Swrusy
apirion” atwut 3 cun?
Ject su i

diffe

adal sub-
Lion or genider
i nuniber

Unuversitres, once Bastiany
of free and diverse thought,
have become plates that
nhilnt rtetectual surcty
and ea2loralien 1 an alarm
ing degree

et '-ul[;n'-" that this think
has twevn absarhed by univer.
stilents who overwhelmingly
owhed the ampus
Qs them trom

srable catipus
in whticly st

ulation o a It of unreasomable
demands

Anil swdenis are increasingly
repurting teir peers hned on
s perce] offense, sime
thnrs th the acvused’s
academic

ture.
ution for Individual
Fducation has docume
n-d many such incidents throueh
e yrars

CAY 1) HIESTO

his aides, A fire 3t Londan King's
Croms rallway szhon clamed 31
lines

{nodd 3uu,|r-
Cliarch eavoy Terry Waite and

‘Thomas Sutheriand. the Amenican
tean of sgriculivre at die Amencan

wople were killed
ire under construes
v .

collajreed, A jury i Jasper, Tes,
corvicted Stawn Allen Perry of
murder lor his rol- in the drggiog
death of Janes Byrd e, bub spand
him the death penalty.
he Massichuseits

ale cotsditution
trples [hes rrghit

er President Bill
Chnton's library cpened [n Little
Rexk. Arkansas: in attendanor

some ol the Austin university's
fonaders have rru:m-d haruss
menl. vicious atl, au
tion ot halding of eve;
1o discuss heterodox views ahout
subjects elite inatitutions suddenh
devm oo franght te studys

But elite academe’s loes is 1he
instirution’s (amd ire hutuee s
dents’) gain

Tts board of advisers inchudes
Lawrenee H Sunumers, 2 forpisr
Harvan! pro
adviser o Presidenta [ Cling
Rarack Obamx Glenn Litury,
f # at Brown Universiny.

American

an embarrassment of aebes.
Kalepus said moge than 1,0%

||n,rn-w|h hm vxpresdnl Inn y

themselves frum presamably i
CRVITUDe s

n far
I

has anotder
untablbe b

1Sk o i-m
o year) s saie it will e

s

e
Aml presumably, the Kind of
student who I inlerestid man
fevtually focused vaviro

W Cymths M ATl 15 8 colum st for the
Fort Vicatn Sear Telegram

Carter. funmer Ku Kius Klan<man
Babby Frank Cherry, vonvictes

a5k
a il jury deviderd |h‘ avlor was
hehind the vinying and onlened
him to poy Tk e aklev's
children 330 0

In Z0tee, twn disys Lelnre Wirning
a2, Sen. Robert C Hynd, DAV VG
m-1 a rvcart L loagrsiserving

lawmaker in congressional history
nl 56 years, 320 days, (That revord
wais bruken in 2013 by US Hep
Juhn Diagel, D-Mich )

In 2013, Torvate's ¢ty conngl
vaoied (o strip scandakplgeer]
Mayur Rub Ford of mauny of his
powers fallowing a heated debate
iz which he knocked over a city




