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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS  

CENTRAL DIVISION 
  
  
New England Synod, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, et al.,  
  
Plaintiffs,  
  
v.        
  
Department of Homeland Security, et al.,  
  
Defendants.  
  

  
  
  
  
  

 Case No. 4:25-cv-40102-FDS 
  
  
  
  

  
NOTICE OF CROSS-APPEAL 

Plaintiffs New England Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA); 

Greater Milwaukee Synod, ELCA; Southwest California Synod, ELCA; Southwestern Texas 

Synod, ELCA; Sierra Pacific Synod, ELCA; San Francisco Friends Meeting of the Religious 

Society of Friends; Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends; North Pacific 

Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends; American Baptist Churches USA; Alliance 

of Baptists; and Metropolitan Community Churches hereby appeal to the United States Court of 

Appeals for the First Circuit from the portions of the preliminary injunction order entered in this 

action on February 13, 2026 (ECF Nos. 74 and 75) that are adverse to Plaintiffs. 

 
Dated: April 27, 2026 Respectfully submitted, 

 
Ryan Downer* 
Madeleine Gates* 
WASHINGTON LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND URBAN AFFAIRS 
700 14th St. NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20005 
ryan_downer@washlaw.org 
madeleine_gates@washlaw.org 

/s/ Kevin E. Friedl  
Kevin E. Friedl* 
Sarah Goetz*  
Andrew Bookbinder*  
J. Sterling Moore* 
Mark B. Samburg 
Ayesha Khan*  
DEMOCRACY FORWARD FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 34553 
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Richard J. Leveridge* 
Sonia W. Murphy* 
Brandon A. Levey* 
Samone Ijoma* 
Brittney M. Welch* 
GILBERT LLP 
700 Pennsylvania Ave. SE #400 
Washington, DC 20003 
Leveridger@gilbertlegal.com 
Murphys@gilbertlegal.com 
Leveyb@gilbertlegal.com 
Ijomas@gilbertlegal.com 
Welchb@gilbertlegal.com 
 
 

Washington, DC 20043 
Phone: (202) 448-9090 
Fax: (202) 796-4426 
kfriedl@democracyforward.org 
sgoetz@democracyforward.org 
abookbinder@democracyforward.org 
smoore@democracyforward.org 
msamburg@democracyforward.org 
akhan@democracyforward.org 
 
 
 
 
 

*Admitted pro hac vice 
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