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Honorable 0«or$« High ^ fOJ$
(Sovernor of Okl*ho^a
State Capitol
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Re: grsid and Paula tfalley State Schools,
Said. ,afld Fftule- yallay

Dear Soveraor

As you &r*j auate, Hnio State Sahool ««d Pauls Valley
State School h«v« been the subjects of an investigation
pursuant to the Civil Sights of XTis£ittttiati«siia«:<t Persoas
Act, 42 O.S.C. §1997, liais et^tuts p^raits the Oet»artcient
of Justice Co protect: affacta<i persons fro*a a pattern and
practice of egregious and flagrant conditions that, -'d
the^ of their federal c^nsticutior»al rights. On Hay 23,
1983, 1 advised YOU of cmr findings regarding Enid and
Valley. Thea^ findings included in&d«quat-3 orofes;aional and
direct care staff, lack of minimally adequate medical .^services,
and the abaeTice of the ssinlaal traiRia^ nticesaar]? to e-aaure
safo cottditions of cotifinsmeBt snd fraedtm troa undue bodily
restraint*

On July 31, 1934, lawyers rrori this Divisjion tttec v?ith
representatives frosa tbe Qapartmeot of HtHa&n Services to
review tit a csatte-r and ta ^laeaas s»otentiai r«ae<Jiss to the
de£ici«$tci^3 existing at Enid mid Paula Valley* Ac ti»e saiaa
t iae , ve e*miJuct*sd s i te viaics with o«o of our consultants to
update our inforaaticm regarding Enid and Pauls Galley and to
observe the s ta te ' s implementatlcm or" it« vci^ncsry plan of
correction.



- -"> ^

At Sntd, there have been taany improvements. ,iany
buildings have been closed, removatad or ara sehadulad to be
renovated in the near future, Seginnin." with chis 3Chool
yaar, all residents will be enrolled in a full *\&y of training
or educational programs. In addition, an effective oehavlor
treatment program has been imp lava an tad.

There is, however, a shortage of both orof^ssionai and
direct cara staff at Sni<i. Snici particularly lacks registered
physical therapists, registered occupational therapist;? ^tmi
aides, and psychologists. Whiles we find this situation
troublesome, it does not rise to the level of a pattern oc
practice of flagrant or egregious condirions th«it violate
reiidenta' conatltutionai rights an«i thus do«s not warrant
action pursuant to the Civil Rights o£ IriStitufi.onaii«e«3
Persons Act. Moreover, it appears that the aU'-aitiiatratioc:
and staff at Hnid are nav; coasijitted CJ 3*irvin^ the neods of
residents. Thus, we have dacided to close our formal

of £nL:i Staca

At Pauls Valley, which has a £»ore several?
population, we found chat chc earlier pattera and practice of
flagrant and egregious conditions of. confinement coatinaea to
«xi3C» and tixat theaa conditions Uo not satisfy conacitutional
rainima. The Stata has not taet deadlines set forth in its
voluntary plan of correction ac Pauls* y«ili«y, and it 13 row
apparent that, even if fully iisplenented, the plan will not
aeet the rainiaal requirements of the Constitution.

The United Statas prefers to resolve the problems ac
Paula Valley aiaicatsiy vitu a ie.f.aiiy cindin^ and judicially
enforceable consent decree and thus avoid protracted litigation.
Hevertheless, if the î tate of Oklahoma aaintaiTss ti'tat ic caanot
agree to the filing of a settlement agraetsent in court, the
United States *?ili o«a rorc«d to reaorc to t-.i» a«.forcdnanC
altemativas provided ia 42 'J.3.C. &1997.

The conciiiuiaiL tmconsfcitutiooal conditions ac ?zi-iLa
Valley ara of great concern. I -jouldl therefore appreciate1

your imsecliate cociijiJerntion of our ;>ropos:ii co n^uiotiaca a
ajettiesaent and request that you respond to this letter within
tnree rGska



Thank you for your prompt attention to this
matter.

Sincerely,

Ite. Bradford
Assistant Atturnay General

Civil Rights Division

cc: Robert Fulton.^ f
Director, Department of Hiiaan

Services

Layn R. Phillips, Esq.
United States Attorney

Williavn S. Price, Esq. (± (ffifi t^
United States Attorney / u s


