






























EXHIBIT B 
 

NOTICE 
 

TO:  All youth committed to the custody of the Ohio Department of Youth Services and 
being housed in one of the following facilities: 
 

_ Circleville Juvenile Correctional Facility 
_ Cuyahoga Hills Juvenile Correctional Facility 
_ Freedom Center 
_ Indian River Juvenile Correctional Facility 
_ Marion Juvenile Correctional Facility 
_ Mohican Juvenile Correctional Facility 
_ Ohio River Valley Correctional Facility 
_ Scioto Juvenile Correctional Facility 
_ Paint Creek Youth Center (only youth committed to ODYS) 

 
In July of 2004, a lawsuit was filed on behalf of all youth committed to DYS and 

housed in one of the facilities listed above.  The lawsuit was filed as and has been certified 
for settlement purposes as a “class action,” meaning it covers all youth who are in these 
facilities now or in the future.   It includes you.   

 
This lawsuit, titled J.P. v. Taft for short, claims that ODYS, in violation of the U.S. 

Constitution, failed to create a system that would permit juveniles in DYS facilities to obtain 
an attorney to help them challenge in a court their conviction, the length of their sentence, 
or any poor living conditions that may exist at their facility.   

 
This Notice will explain how we hope to settle the lawsuit and how this settlement 

will benefit and affect you.  It will also explain how you can object if you feel the settlement 
is unfair, or ask questions about the settlement.  However, you are not required to take any 
action. 
 

What You Can Expect 
 

The settlement agreement that is being proposed would ensure that you (and all other 
juveniles in DYS facilities) will be able to consult with an attorney and have an attorney 
help you take your case to court in certain situations.  It will require ODYS to have at least 
one attorney to help you in the following ways: 
 

A) If you have a problem with the conditions in your facility, the settlement 
agreement will guarantee the following: 
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∗  You will have access to an attorney to help you file complaints regarding the 
conditions in your facility if these conditions violate your federal rights; 

∗  This attorney will contact you at your facility, on your request to see an 
attorney; 

∗  ODYS will assure that the attorney assigned to help you will have access to 
the facilities during reasonable hours, and have a private space to talk with 
you; 

∗  This attorney, who might be a private lawyer or might be an attorney with 
whom ODYS has a contract,  will consult with you, investigate your claims, get 
records from your file, and at least help you file the appropriate papers in 
court.  

 
 B) With respect to detention credits, OYDS will provide information on obtaining 

detention credits at orientation and will provide you with legal assistance, if you 
request it, during your stay at the facility to make sure your detention credits are 
properly added.  This includes taking the issue to court if that is needed. 
 
C)  In addition, the proposed settlement will help new youth coming into ODYS 
facilities in the following ways: 

 
      ∗ ODYS will now explain to all juveniles during orientation that they have a 

right to access the courts and how an attorney will help them file the proper 
papers with a court; and 

      ∗ Each housing facility will post in every ward or unit a description of the Legal 
Assistance Program and information on how youth can contact the attorney. 

 
What to do if you object 

 
If you believe that this settlement is unfair or unjust, you have the right to object.  

Any objection must be received by __________.  You must send your objection to:  
 

Clerk of the Clerk 
Joseph P. Kinneary U.S. Courthouse 
Room 260 
85 Marconi Boulevard 
Columbus, Ohio   43215 

 
You should be specific about which part of the proposed settlement you object to and 

why. 
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What to do if you have questions 

 
If you just have questions about your rights under this settlement, you can write to 

one of the attorneys representing the youth at ODYS: 
 

Kim Brooks Tandy 
Children’s Law Center, Inc. 
104 East 7th Street 
Covington, Kentucky   41011 

 
 

Status of the Settlement 
 

The Judge handling this case, whose name appears below, has not yet approved this 
settlement, and the Judge will not approve it until he has reviewed it and taken into account 
any objections you may have.  He will schedule a hearing to determine if the settlement is 
fair before it is made official. You should also know that the attorneys who have brought this 
lawsuit have asked that ODYS pay their attorneys' fees and expenses in the amount of 
$190,000. 
 

 
Dated this ______ day of ____________, 2007. 

 
 

_____________________________ 
Judge Algenon Marbley 
U.S. District Court 
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