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Eastern District of Arkansas (Little Rock)
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USA v. NLR School District Date Filed: 02/18/1999
Assigned to: Judge Stephen M. Reasoner Date Terminated: 04/02/2001
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Plaintiff

United States of America represented byill Lann Lee
U. S. Department of Justice - Civil
Rights, Employment Lit
Patrick Henry Building
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Room 4910
Washington, DC 20530
(202) 305-8686
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Robert S. Libman

U. S. Department of Justice - Civil
Rights Division

Post Office Box 65968
Washington, DC 20035-5968
LEAD ATTORNEY

ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

William B. Fenton

U. S. Department of Justice - Civil
Rights, Employment Lit

Patrick Henry Building

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Room 4910

Washington, DC 20530

(202) 305-8686

LEAD ATTORNEY

ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Intervenor Plaintiff




Margaret Ness represented byim P. Hamilton
Attorney at Law
Post Office Box 2067
North Little Rock, AR 72115-2067
(501) 758-6262
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

V.
Defendant
North Little Rock School District represented by. Paul Blume
Attorney at Law
808 Martin Luther King Drive
Little Rock, AR 72202-3631
(501) 375-7922
Email: pblume@arsba.org
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Date Filed # Docket Text
02/18/1999 1 | COMPLAINT with jury demand; summons issued and matd to
counsel (jap) (Entered: 02/18/1999)
02/18/1999 2 MEMO to file regarding service of complaint (jafgntered:
02/18/1999)
03/08/1999 3 | RETURN OF SERVICE executed upon defendant NLR Sikchastrict
on 2/23/99 (bmt) (Entered: 03/09/1999)
03/09/1999 4 | ANSWER by defendant (bmt) (Entered: 03/09/1999)
04/15/1999 5  MOTION by movant Margaret Ness to intervene astia(ipt)
Modified on 04/22/1999 (Entered: 04/16/1999)
04/23/1999 6  RESPONSE by defendant to motion to intervene ag gpgl] (bmt)
(Entered: 04/23/1999)
04/23/1999 7 | BRIEF by defendant in support of response to matointervene [6-1]
(bmt) (Entered: 04/23/1999)
05/05/1999 8 AMENDED MOTION by movant Margaret Ness to interveagea pltf
(bmt) (Entered: 05/06/1999)
05/05/1999 9  BRIEF by movant Margaret Ness in support of motmintervene as a

pltf [8-1] (bmt) (Entered: 05/06/1999)



05/21/1999

05/21/1999

10/05/1999

10/18/1999

10/18/1999

03/23/2000

04/19/2000

07/25/2000

07/25/2000

08/04/2000

08/07/2000

08/07/2000

08/11/2000

08/11/2000

08/11/2000

08/18/2000

ORDER by Judge Stephen M. Reasoner granting maiariervene as
a pltf [5-1] [8-1] (cc: all counsel) EOD 5/21/99n(b) (Entered:
05/21/1999)

INTERVENOR'S complaint by intervenor plaintiff (oj{Entered:
05/21/1999)

12 | ANSWER by defendant to complt of intervenor (bnih{ered:

10/05/1999)

13 | MOTION by plaintiff USA for issuance of scheduliogder (former

empl) (Entered: 10/19/1999)

MEMORANDUM by plaintiff USA in support of motion foissuance
of scheduling order [13-1] (former empl) (Enter&6/19/1999)

SCHEDULING ORDER (DOC); jury trial set for 9:30 &/DO in Little
Rock; discovery due 7/24/00; pretrial info sheet 8(21/00 (cc: all
counsel) (bmt) (Entered: 03/24/2000)

ORDER by Judge Stephen M. Reasoner finding theomddir issuance:
of scheduling order moot [13-1] (cc: all counséinf) (Entered:
04/20/2000)

MOTION by defendant to extend discovery deadling(entered:
07/25/2000)

BRIEF by defendant in support of motion to exterstavery deadline
[17-1] lej) (Entered: 07/25/2000)

OPPOSITION by plaintiff to motion to extend discoyeleadline [17-
1] (former empl) (Entered: 08/07/2000)

20 | RESPONSE by intervenor plaintiff to motion to exdetiscovery

deadline [17-1] (omt) (Entered: 08/08/2000)

BRIEF by intervenor plaintiff in support of respen® motion to
extend discovery deadline [20-1] (bmt) (Entered088000)

MOTION by plaintiff to compel deft to resp to cartavritten
discovery requests (bmt) (Entered: 08/14/2000)

MEMORANDUM by plaintiff in support of motion to copel deft to
resp to certain written discovery requests [22bhjt) (Entered:
08/14/2000)

ORDER by Judge Stephen M. Reasoner granting matientend
discovery deadline until 8/31/00 [17-1] (cc: aluesel) (bmt) (Entered:
08/14/2000)

PRETRIAL INFORMATION SHEET by defendant; estimatedgth



08/21/2000

08/29/2000

08/29/2000

08/31/2000

09/01/2000

09/08/2000

09/08/2000

09/08/2000

09/12/2000

09/13/2000

09/13/2000

01/09/2001

03/05/2001

03/20/2001

of trial 4 to 5 days (bmt) (Entered: 08/22/2000)

26 | JOINT PRETRIAL INFORMATION SHEET by plaintiff and

intervenor plaintiff; estimated length of trial@ 8 days (bmt) (Entered:
08/22/2000)

27 | JOINT MOTION by parties for protective order (brfiEntered:

08/30/2000)

MEMORANDUM by parties in support of motion for pesttive order
[27-1] (bmt) (Entered: 08/30/2000)

PROTECTIVE ORDER by Judge Stephen M. Reasonertigtan
motion for protective order regarding medical refsoof pltf intervenor
Margaret Ness [27-1] (cc: all counsel) (bmt) (Eater08/31/2000)

RESPONSE by defendant to motion to compel deféesp to certain
written discovery requests [22-1] (bmt) (Entere@00/2000)

MOTION by plaintiff in limine to exclude the testony of Dolly
Smith (bmt) (Entered: 09/08/2000)

MEMORANDUM by plaintiff in support of motion in linme to
exclude the testimony of Dolly Smith [31-1] (bmBntered:
09/08/2000)

ORDER by Judge Stephen M. Reasoner finding theomati compel
deft to resp to certain written discovery request®t [22-1] (cc: all
counsel) (bmt) (Entered: 09/08/2000)

RESCHEDULING ORDER (DOC); jury trial set for 9:3(2401 in
Little Rock; updated pretrial info sheet due 3/5(6d: all counsel)
(bmt) (Entered: 09/13/2000)

RESPONSE by defendant to motion in limine to exeltite testimony
of Dolly Smith [31-1] (bmt) (Entered: 09/14/2000)

BRIEF by defendant in support of response to matidimine [35-1]
(bmt) (Entered: 09/14/2000)

ORDER by Judge Stephen M. Reasoner denying matitmine to
exclude the testimony of Dolly Smith w/o prej [3]L{&c: all counsel)
(bmt) (Entered: 01/10/2001)

JOINT PRETRIAL DISCLOSURE SHEET by plaintiff and@nvenor
plaintiff; estimated length of trial 2 to 3 daysi{t) (Entered:
03/06/2001)

MOTION by defendant for summary judgment (bmt) @&et:
03/21/2001)



03/20/2001

03/20/2001

03/22/2001

03/22/2001

03/22/2001

03/22/2001

03/22/2001

03/23/2001

03/23/2001

03/23/2001

03/23/2001

03/23/2001

03/23/2001

03/23/2001

03/30/2001

BRIEF by defendant in support of motion for summaidgment [39-
1] (bmt) (Entered: 03/21/2001)

STATEMENT OF FACTS (Local Rule 56.1) by defendansupport
of motion for summary judgment [39-1] (bmt) (Enter€3/21/2001)

MOTION by plaintiff to strike deft's motion for sumary judgment and
for expedited consideration (bmt) (Entered: 03/@28L)

MEMORANDUM by plaintiff in support of motion to ske deft's
motion for summary judgment [42-1] and for expediit®nsideration
[42-2] (bmt) (Entered: 03/23/2001)

RESPONSE by defendant to motion to strike motiarstanmary
judgment [42-1] (bmt) (Entered: 03/23/2001)

BRIEF by defendant in support of response to matiostrike motion
for summary judgment [44-1] (bmt) (Entered: 03/28)/2)

ORDER by Judge Stephen M. Reasoner denying matiosuimmary
judgment [39-1]; finding the motion to strike defthotion for summary
judgment [42-1] and for expedited consideration trjd@-2] (cc: all
counsel) (bmt) (Entered: 03/23/2001)

MOTION by plaintiff in limine to exclude at triahe testimony of
Dolly Smith (bmt) (Entered: 03/23/2001)

MEMORANDUM by plaintiff in support of motion in linme to
exclude at trial the testimony of Dolly Smith [47{bmt) (Entered:
03/23/2001)

MOTION by plaintiff in limine to exclude certainggmony regarding
the intent or state of mind of James Pearson ({Emtfered:
03/23/2001)

MEMORANDUM by plaintiff in support of motion in linme to
exclude certain testimony regarding the intenttatesof mind of Jame:
Pearson [49-1] (bmt) (Entered: 03/23/2001)

MOTION by plaintiff in limine to exclude at triahe testimony of Frari
Jackson (bmt) (Entered: 03/23/2001)

MEMORANDUM by plaintiff in support of motion in linme to
exclude at trial the testimony of Fran JacksonIp{bmt) (Entered:
03/23/2001)

PRETRIAL DISCLOSURE SHEET by defendant; estimatsugth of
trial 4 to 5 days (bmt) (Entered: 03/26/2001)

RESPONSE by defendant to motion in limine to exelattrial the
testimony of Dolly Smith [47-1] (bmt) (Entered: 02/2001)



03/30/2001

03/30/2001

03/30/2001

03/30/2001

03/30/2001

03/30/2001

04/02/2001

55 | BRIEF by defendant in support of response to matiodimine to

exclude testimony of Dolly Smith [54-1] (bmt) (Eree: 04/02/2001)

RESPONSE by defendant to motion in limine to exeladrtain
testimony regarding the intent or state of mindarhes Pearson [49-1]
(bmt) (Entered: 04/02/2001)

BRIEF by defendant in support of response to matidimine to
exclude testimony relating to James Pearson [F6+ht) (Entered:
04/02/2001)

RESPONSE by defendant to motion in limine to exelattrial the
testimony of Fran Jackson [51-1] (bmt) (Entered0@4001)

BRIEF by defendant in support of response to matidimine to
exclude testimony of Fran Jackson [58-1] (bmt) é&sd: 04/02/2001)

ORDER by Judge Stephen M. Reasoner denying matitmine to
exclude at trial the testimony of Dolly Smith [4F-@enying motion in
limine to exclude at trial the testimony of Frarklson [51-1]; granting
motion in to exclude certain testimony regarding ititent or state of
mind of James Pearson [49-1] (cc: all counsel) ) l§{Entered:
04/02/2001)

CONSENT DECREE: by Judge Stephen M. Reasoner dalitissue
and distribute to all current School District emydes the sexual
harassment policy statement attached as Appendix Bter than 7
days after the date of entry of this Decree; nerldian 7 days from the
date of entry of this Decree, the School Districlsdesignate a
management level official as the School DistriEggial Employment
Opportunity Officer who shall report directly toetlsuperintendent; no
later than 30 days after the date of entry of Blesree and upon written
approval of the training program by pltf, the Schowtrict shall
provide training to the EEO Officer in the law @xsial harassment and
retaliation and the conduct of investigations ititese issues; the deft
shall provide the pltf with written confirmation tfis training no later
than 7 days after it is provided; any school distemployee with a
complt of sexual harassment or retaliation maygosiich a complt
directly to the EEO Officer and need not preseta his or her
immediate supervisor; deft shall provide pltf wétltopy of any complt
of sexual harassment or retaliation w/in 5 daythefreceipt of such
complt by the EEO Officer; deft shall modify therfsemance
evaluation form w/in 30 days of the date of entiryhas Decree and
provide a copy to pltf w/in 10 days after modificax; no later than the
beginning of the 2001-2002 school year, and anptladireafter, the
School District shall provide training to all empées of the district,
supervisory and non-supervisory, regarding sexaedsment and
retaliation no later than 7 days after the entryhigf Decree, deft shall



04/18/2001

offer intervenor pltf a monetary payment of $70,000 later than 7
days after the entry date of this Decree, deftl stwdify intervenor pltf
of the terms of this Consent Decree by mailingdpih care of her
counsel, by certified mail, return receipt requésegecopy of this
Consent Decree; deft shall pay the monetary paymantervenor pltf
w/in 10 days of its receipt of the executed AppgriRelease and
Election forms; all documents required to be de&deunder this
Decree to the United States shall be sent to thenmg address:
Robert Libman, Special Litigation Counsel, Employrnkitigation
Section, Civil Rights Division, U.S. DepartmentJufstice, P.O. Box
65968, Washington, DC 20035-5968; this Court gleddlin jurisdiction
of this action for 2 years from the date of entfytus Decree (cc: all
counsel) (bmt) Modified on 04/03/2001 (Entered0242001)

2 COURT REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT of settlement hearigig h

before Judge Reasoner on 4/2/01 (1 volume) (bnntde¢Ed:
04/18/2001)



