
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE

EASTERN DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COLUMBIA DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, by )
NICHOLAS deB. KATZENBACH, 	 )
Acting Attorney General, 	 )

Plaintiff,	 )

v.	 )

PIGGIE PARK ENTERPRISES, INC., )
A Corporation, and LLOYD M.	 )
BESSINGER, SR.,	 )

Defendants.	 )

CIVIL ACTION NO.

CO M PLA I NT

The United States of America, by Nicholas deB.

Katzenbach, Acting Attorney General alleges:

1. This is an action brought by the Attorney General

on behalf of the United States pursuant to the provisions

of Section 206(a) of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78

Stat. 241).

2. This court has jurisdiction of this action under

Section 207(a) of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and under

28 U.S.C. 1345.

3, Piggie Park Enterprises, Inc., a corporation,

owns and operates five restaurants within the State of

South Carolina, four of which are located in Columbia

and one in Sumter. The restaurants in Columbia are the



Little Joe Sandwich Shop, 1430 Main Street; Piggie Park

Drive-In No. #1, 1601 Charleston Highway, West Columbia;

Piggie Park Drive-In No. #2, Sumter Highway, and Piggie

Park Drive-In No. #3, Camden Highway. The restaurant

in Sumter is Piggie Park Drive-In, Broad Street Exten-

sion.

4. Lloyd M. Bessinger, Sr. is president of Piggie

Park Enterprises, Inc. and controls the operation of the

five restaurants described in the preceding paragraph.

He resides in Columbia, South Carolina.

5. Each of the restaurants described in paragraph

3 is an establishment principally engaged in selling food

for consumption on its premises and each serves and offers

to serve interstate travelers. A substantial portion of

the food and other products sold at each of these restau-

rants has moved in commerce from outside the State of

South Carolina to within the State of South Carolina.

6. Each of the restaurants described in paragraph

3 is a place of public accommodation within the meaning

of Section 201(b) of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and

its operations affect commerce within the meaning of

201(c) of the Act.

7. Piggie Park Enterprises, Inc. and Lloyd M.

Bessinger, Sr. follow the policy and practice, in the

operation of their restaurants, of discriminating

against Negroes by refusing to sell food for consumption

on the premises and to provide service to Negroes on

the same basis as they sell food and provide service to

non-Negro persons.
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8. Pursuant to the policy and practice described

in the preceding paragraph, the defendants have, since

the effective date of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,

refused and they continue to refuse to sell food for

consumption on the premises and to provide service to

Negroes upon the same basis as to non-Negroes.

9. The acts and practices described in the two

preceding paragraphs constitute a pattern and practice

of resistance to the full and equal enjoyment by Negroes

of the goods, services, facilities, privileges, advan-

tages,  and accommodations, of the restaurants and lunch

counters owned, operated and managed by the defendants,

without discrimination or segregation on the ground of

race or color. This pattern and practice is of such

nature as to and is intended to deny the full exercise

of such rights.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff prays that this court enter

an order enjoining the defendants, their agents, employees,

successors in interest, and all those in active concert

or participation with them, from:

(a) Refusing to admit Negroes to the

premises of the named restaurants

upon the same basis and under the

same conditions as non-Negro members

of the general public are admitted

to the restaurants;
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(b) Failing or refusing to sell food

or meals and to provide service

to Negro patrons upon the same

basis and in the same manner as

food, meals and service are made

available to non-Negro members

of the general public;

(c) Otherwise failing or refusing to

make any of the goods, services

facilities, privileges, advan-

tages or accommodations of the

named restaurants available to

Negroes upon the same basis and

under the same conditions as they

are available to non-Negro mem-

bers of the general public, and

(d) Engaging in any act or practice

which deprives, directly or

indirectly, any Negro of the full

and equal enjoyment of the goods,

services, facilities, privileges,

advantages and accommodations of

any restaurant which is or may

hereafter be owned, operated or con-

trolled by either of the defendants

and the operations of which affect
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commerce within the meaning of

Section 201(b) of the Civil Rights

Act of 1964, without discrimination

or segregation on the ground of

race or color.

Plaintiff further prays for such additional relief

as the interests of justice may require.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Plaintiff

BY:

NICHOLAS deB. KATZENBACH
Acting Attorney General

BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant Attorney General

TERRELL L. GLENN
United States Attorney

ST. JOHN BARRETT, Attorney
Department of Justice
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