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Honorable Albert Watsen
House of Representatives
Washingten, B, €. 20513

Dear My, Wateon:

T have carefully eonsidered your letier of September
235, 1964, concersiug the ceaplaint of L, Haurice Bessinger
of Columbim, South Cerolina, that his rights were viclated
when gustopers 8t his regisursnst 1o Sumter were harasgsed
by the Jovartmect 8f Justice on Septenbaer 24,

$r. Dessfager is president of Piggle Vvarkx fnterprises,
Inc, which pperates six restasurtnts i: Columbis, Plorence
and Surter. Pive of the restaurants are deive-ing locanted
on interstate hizhways aud ene of thege iz in Sumter,

The Depariment hes vecelived seversl cowplainés that
degroes have begn refused service &t the VPiggie Park
restavravis, An investigetion was begun o deteruineg the
accuracy of the conplaints and whether the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 has Lee: violated, This investigation is contisulng
and is mpparestly the basis for HMe, Bessisger's clais,

I e inforned that on Septenber 24, agents of the Feder-
2l Buresu of leovestigation were conducting a phase of the
investigatior in Sumter.

My review of This matltey does =0t disclose &ny violstion
by the Depariment of the rights of rir., Beasinger. The
Department will, of course, not per ii huress ent lo any
msnner, ur cencern is the enfercewment of federal law wni-
formly teo all citicens,

Siugerely,
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