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Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS; MISPRISION OF
FELONY - JUVENILE DELINQUENCY ACT

NARRATIVE OF OFFENSE

Victims JAMES EARL CHANEY, ANDREW GOODMAN and
MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER, Council of Federated Organizations
(COFO) workers, left Meridian, Mississippi around 11:00 AM,
Sunday, June 21, 1964, en route to the Mount Zion Community
east of Philadelphia, Mississippi where they visited the former
site of the Mount Zion Methodist Church which burned to the
ground on the evening of June 16, 1964. After viewing the
charred remains of the Mount Zion Methodist Church, the victims
visi~d with several Negro families before driving toward
Philadelphia, Mississippi en route to Meridian, Mississippi.
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bearing 1964 Mississippi License H25503, to Philadelphia,
Mississippi, they were arrested by Deputy Sheriff CECIL RAY
PRICE, Neshoba County, Mississippi, at approximately 3:30 PM,
~.no 11 1Qh~ ~llooo~lu fnr ~noonino ~rh;n rho rirv limitR................ -"'t ...... ..,---r, ................ O ......... _J .............r ..... --- ....o ..... -_.... _ ... _ .... - ---.I ------

of Philadelphia, Mississippi. At the request of Deputy
Sheriff PRICE, Mississippi Highway Safety Patrolmen HARRY J.
WIGGS and E. R. POE assisted PRICE in transporting the victims
to the Neshoba County Jail where CHANEY was incarcerated for
speeding and GOODMAN and SCHWERNER were incarcerated "for
investigation". b"C

h'7C-, b1[j

Victims departed from the Neshoba County Jail in
the ranch wagon and were followed until they approached
the Philadelphia city limits by Deputy Sheriff PRICE and
RICHARD A. WILLIS, a Philadelphia, Mississippi patrolman.

booked CHANEY for speedin and GOODMAN and
SCHWERNER for investigation. victims were held
in the Neshoba County Jail until Justice 0 Peace LEONARD
WARREN was available to set bond for CHANEY. After 10:00 PM,
Justice gf Peace WARREN was contacted at which time he set
CHANEY's bond at $20. After the bond was paid, the three
victims were released from the Neshoba County Jail at
approximately 10:30 PM, June 21, 1964. b7(2) b-7D
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Meridian, Mississippi. b .~. i~0
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On June 23, 1964, near the Bogue Chitto Creek on
Highway 21, approximately thirteen miles northeast of
Philadelphia, Mississippi, the 1963 Ford Fairlane Ranch
Wagon,which was last seen in the possession of the three
civil rights workers, was located in a completely burned
condition. Examination of the ranch wagon indicated that
the interior and exterior of the car, with the exception
of the left front fender and door along with a portion of the
hood and bumper, had been affected by flames and intense
heat of fire. A meticulous examination by Special Agents
from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory revealed
that no human remains were in the debris which contained a
wristwatch, automobile keys and tools. A resident of the
area, T. HUDSON, stated he had traveled by the pilice where
the car was burned shortly after 1:00 AM, June 22, 1964,
and observed what apparently was the burning car. Flames
ten to twelve feet high were noted, even burnin the bushes.

On August 4, 1964, a search warrant signed by
U. S. Commissioner VERTA LEE SWETMAN, Biloxi, Mississippi,
ordering a search of the OLEN BURRAGE farm in Neshoba
County, was served on OLEN BURRAGE at Philadelphia,
Mississippi. Excavation was conducted on the farm dam and
the bodies of the three civil rights workers, CHANEY,
GOODMAN and SCHWERNER, were located and exhumed. The bodies
were transported to the University of Mississippi Medical
Center, Jackson, Mississippi, where Dr. WILLIAM P. FEATHERSTON,
a local pathologist, conducted an autopsy and pronounced the
cause of death to be gunshot wounds.

- i11 -
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Positive identification of the three bodies as
JAMES EARL CHANEY, MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER and ANDREW
GOODMAN was established by the FBI Identification Division
through fingerprints of the victims.

onstruction was in progress on un ay,
1 4, andag~~une 22, 1964, beginning
the morning.~id not observe any
of tampering or irregularities at the dam site. h7C, h'JO

June 21,
early in
evidence

IN 44-1
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JAMES EDWARD JORDAN, a white male from Meridian,
Mississippi, an admitted participant in the abduction and
murder of the three civil rights workers, stated that on
June 21, 1964, EDGAR RAY KILLEN, JERRY SHARPE and a person
whom he believed to be JIMMY TOWNSEND, all residents of
Philadelphia, Mississippi, traveled to the Longhorn Drive-In,
Meridian, Mississippi, where KILLEN informed JAMES T. "PETE"
HARRIS, FRANK HERNDON, and JORDAN that three civil rights
workers were incarcerated at the Neshoba County Jail in
Philadelphia, Mississippi on minor charges. He indicated
these men could not be held long and he wanted Lauderdale
County Ku Klux Klan members to ·oin a Neshoba Count rou
~ these men.
~JORDAN related that six pairs of cloth gloves

were obtained from OLIVER RICHARD "DICK" WARNER, JR.'s store
in Meridian before leaving the city en route to Philadelphia.

bX'.)o7{)
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HORACE DOYLE BARNETTE, another witness
being a

DOYLE and
and JAMES EDWARD

t, ?hilade phia where they me
~Jformed them the three civil rights workers were being
~'eleased from jail and he stated, "we have a place to bury
the:n and a man to run the dozer to cover them up. "J;7C-

The three civil rights workers, JAMES EARL CHANEY,
ANDREW GOODMAN and MICHAEL SCHWERNER, were released from the
Neshoba County Jail at ap~tely 10:30 PM, June 21, 1964,
and by prearranged plans,~informed the participants,
the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol OKHSP) would intercept
the civil rights workers' car as it proceeded down Hi hwa 19.
The car however was not sto ed b the MHSP.

actua ly
log way 492.

He placed the three civil rights workers in the back seat of
his car and drove them down a nearby country road where they D7c

L1:) I
! - \£J
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leaving
nd BARNETTE

admonished the group against disclosing
by stating, "r'll kill anyone who talks, if it
brother." 1-"-

bjrn

were shot by the group that had followedllllllfrom
Philade lphia. J

HORACE DOYLE BARNETTE stated that SCHWERNER and
GOODMP_N were shot by 2!2 ! ~and JAMES CHANEY was
killed b a volle of shots in "'thE( presence of....

JIM JORDAN and himself.
The bodies were taken to t e OLEN BURRAGE dam near Philadelph a,
Mississippi where a bulldozer operator performed the
interment. Afterwards, the group congregated at
~where""provided a jug of gasoline to burn

the three civil rights workers' 1963 Ford ranch wagon.
~informed the group that the victims' station

wagon was to be taken by '~to Alabama where it would
be burned." 1
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At 10,03 p.m., June 21,1964, Mr. FRANK SCHWELB,
Attorney, Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice,.
teleFhonically advised the New Orleans Office of the FBI
that three Civil Rights workers all in their earlv twenties...... -- ,,---- ----~

MICHAEL SCHWERNER, a white male, JAMES CHANEY, a Negro male,
and ANDY GOODMAN, a white male, left Meridian, Mississippi,
the morning of June 21, 1964, en route to Philadelrhia,
Mississippi, where 8 Negro church had been "burned cr bombed
a few weeks back." The group left with the intention of
being back in Meridian at 4 p.m. on the afternoon of June 21,
1964, but had not returned and had not been heard from up
to the time of his call.

At 10 15 p.m"
IIIIIIIIIIIIII C0uncil of federate
~ly advised SA
siHi, that ANDY GOODWI~j MICHAEL SCrlWERNER and JAMES CHANEY
had left Meridian, Mississippi, via automobile early the
afternoon of June 21, 1964, traveling to Philadelrhia,
Mississippi, with the intention of investigating a recent
church burning there, They wer~ due to return to Meridian
late the aftern00n of June 21, 1964,but at the time of~
~ call they had not returned and had nct been

heard from since leaving Meridian. He stated that the
police in the towns between Meridian and Philadelphia had
been contacted by COFO and no infor~tion had been developed
regarding their whereabouts. b',L

At ]1.34 p.m., June 21, 1964, Mr. fRANK ICHWELB
telephonically advised the New Orleans Office that the
car in which the three above persons were traveling is a
1964 Fairlane Ford, bearing Mississippi License H25503.
He stated that~f COFO Jackson, had called
the Lauderdale a~(Philad~lphiaPolice Department)
County Jails by 9 p.m., June 21, 1964, in an attempt to o~~

3-- .•
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locate the three persons and was advised that "No one of
the description he gave~ being held."

4- • • e.,\
V
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At 3,20 p.m., HUNTE~REY,Legal Coordinator •.Counci!_oL

Federated Organizations (COFO)"Jackson~Mississippi, telephonically
advised the Meridian, Mississippi, Resident Agency that he desired
to make an official request for an investigation to locate JAMES~
MICHAEL SCHWERNER and ANDREW GOODMAN and that his request was the
result of his receipt of conflicting stories concerning the time the
three individuals'had been released from the Neshoba County Jail
at Philadelphia, Mississippi, and because of the church burning near
Philadelphia, Mississippi, he feels the three boys were in physical
danger •

6/22/64 Meridian, Mi;SisS~Pi New Orleans 44-2227On __at File #I _

SA
by _

, "t '/

__________m_j_h Date dictated __6...c/....:2_6....:/_6_4 _

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion. or the FBI. It i. tpe property of ~FBI and is loaned to "'I ~

your biency~ It and Ita contents are not to be distributed oUllude your qency. t; _._:) ..~_ I r &) ....

5 L I " ... , "', I J
'1: ', ,
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information:
the following

======= Fil. , _

6/29/64
'-- ~""'-__-_.~...~Dgt. dictgt.d ---------

ANDREW is a volunteer
worker for the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNVCC).
ANDREW became affiliated with SNVCC at Queens College, New York.
Approximately one month ago he joined a group of students from

ue e and icketed the New York Worlds Fair.~
do not know of his engaging in~r

civil rights activities in New York City.

initial.

ANDREW
completed the first ha f of his junior year a ueens College,
New York in June, 1964. He is an anthropology major and
expected to return to school in September, 1964 to complete
his studies.

Mr. GOODMAN is President of the Grow Construction
Company, 313 West 53rd Street, New York City.~
firm constructs roads and highways throughoutt~
of the United States. Mr. GOODMAN himself is a civil engineer.

6/24/64

by

On __====

Thill document contains neither recommendations nor conclualona of the FBI. It t. the property of the FBI
your oQency; It and He content. are not to be dilltr1buted outside your aQency. ?

6~+q_~>' :;__

and 1. locneod to

"'"'f'~''''''_'''_''''''' -.... " .. , •.... --- "'--~"-"'··T--""'''-----''-~''lT'"'" ....tt'
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Mississippi. This
I wish you were here.
reception was very

rom New Yor y
This girl intended
on civil ri hts

furnished the interviewing
received in the mail on the
ostcard

"1 have arrived safely in Meridian,
is a wonderful town and the weather is fine.
The people in this city are wonderful and our
good.

"All my love,

'\ "Andy"
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ANDREW had 1n his
possession a brown wallet. In his wallet were small slips
of papers with the names and addresses of friends and asso"iates
in New York City. ANDREW's wallet,
did not contain personal photographs,mem ers
data.

ad in his possession approximately
90.00 in cash and a group or American Express Company

~
-r - s -hecks in either ten or twenty dollar denominations.

did not know the total cash value of the Travelers
ec , owever, ain list of the serial

numbers of the chec s. records

~
""PVPAled the American Express Campan;r Travelers Chec.. s carried

DREW were numbered AA 6~-486-894 to and including
AA - - 3.

'.

ii;,

~
~.:.'~,
:e'_,'..' I.:

.~

i

,

f.
'.;"~"'J

';';', .
.. , ..
1..3

was not wearin
rings or other ornaments.
he has never been arrested by
~do not believe he was ever fingerprinted, however,

in 1959, ANDREW applied for and received States
Passport for travel to Europe. it 1s
possible that ANDREW may have been w en applying
for the passport.

. I () r; J.
'1 ~I -- I~

8
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ANDREW's clothing
and trousers either

ANDREW left
New York C ty ossession a current New York
State driver's ana a salmon-colored sheet of paper
with the names of five different individuals in New York City
whom he could contact for bail money if he ever were arrested
in Mi6Sissippi.

list
was

Wolf and

9

.1!!9g4

did not
of these people w om ANDREH should contact,
able to identify them from memory 8S being:

1. The law fliw of Wolf, ropper, ROBS,
Jones, 845 Third Avenue. NevI York, New York;

. ;,
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York, New
New

New

4.
New York;

New York,

the interviewing
ANDREW.

was requested to obtain the name 0
physician and dentist.

advised the interviewing agents that ANDREW's dentist was
WILLIAM DIAMOND, DDS. Dr. 'office is located on 57th
~YorkClty•
~as ANDREW's personal physic an.

5.

~
ifth erson was, but believes it may hav

Mr. and Mrs. ROBERT W. OOODMAN,
New Yor , New York.

.......
-"'''-.:.',
--
. "

:.....-'.

..
10

·-·~··'·"·"···'·1·" ,_..,.._.." ··.,- .....1'~.~_·-'_'I~~'·.".,.,..'~-.,
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ANDREI! GOOD!".AN
White
Male
November 23, 1943
New York City
Approximately 5'gt"
Approximately 150 pounds
S11m to medium
Dark brown, wavy
Brown
Does not wear glasses,
Jewelry, wrist watch,
medals, rings or other
ornaments; occasionally
smokes a pipe, but does
not smoke cigarettes;
has never been confined
to any hospital and has
never undergone an
operation or extensive
medical treatment.
None
ANDREW does not have any
clearly viSible sce~6 or
marks 00 his bod

Military Service
Scars and Marks

Full Name
Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
BUild
Hair
Eyes
Characteristics

~urnished the following physical
description of ANDREW GOODMAN:

"

.I i

•
11

Lf n, ,.'rt-./,' .
l ''--..c,
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Brothers and Sisters

Education

Hobbies

No sisters;
two brothers -

ANDREW graduated
Walden, a private
in New York City, in 1961.
He attended the University
of Wisconsin for approxi­
mately one year and then
transferred to Queens
College, New York, where
he i8 an anthropology
major and has completed
two and one-half years
of school.
ANDREW i8 an avid reader
and is interested in the
arts. He has performed
in several amateur stage
plays and is interested
in folk music.



FO·302 (A ..... I-H-601
( ('
I'fOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

photograph which
of 1963 and was an excellent

Oa'. 6/25/64

he was
me urn ue or s ation wagon belonging to
Federated Organizations (COFO).

driving a
the Council

~

1 •

he was
wearing dark green cotton trousers which were worn white in the
seat. The seams of the pockets on each side were torn. He
was also wearing a white T-shirt and brown leather slip-in
shoes with rubber soles.~shoeswere old and the
heel portion of each was flattened out.~he probably
had no socks on. He also had a western-~w hat with
several integration movement buttons attached to it.

- JA~1ES EARL CHANEY, left horne 0
~, between 8:00 AM and 8:30 AM.
that he would be back "directly."
seen nor heard from him since and has no idea

...-..

..:..~.-

L
';. ,:..

-.
. -',

~.

.- '/

t (if

).

also
E.

JAMES EARL CHANEY,
known as JAMES, J.
Negro
Male
5'7"
135 - 140 pounds
Black, short
Brown

-
Fil. I

'''1
b1C. -

'--...J.-'!.o.l!!!-__<:_'~-__ Oat. "ictat.." _...c6>:./'-2=.4::r./'-6""4""- _

Name

Race
Sex
Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes

by

•
~,
.I\,e..•

~:' ..._" .

~
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Dark brown
May 30, 1943
Meridian, Mississippi
Good, no fillings, none missing
1" cut scar 2" above left ear,
scar on big toe, possibly
_" ..... "" ... .r ............

6:lX'39t~VAvenue,
Meridian, Mississippi
Is an apprentice plasterer, has
worked for father and various
construction companies in the
Meridian area
None
Completed 10th

..as as ... __ma j was giving him
considerable trouble at the time
of his disappearance. Has on
occasion been admitted to the
hospital for this condition.
Takes nonprescription tablets
which he left home.
Smokes Winston and Salem
cigarettes, Does not drink
hard liquor but may on occasion
drink a little beer

..

Residence

Employment

Habi ts

Relatives:
Father

Illness

Complexion
Date of birth
Place of birth
Teeth
Scars

Girl friends

rt.ilitary service
Education
Friends

NO ljlj-2227
2

-, :

'-i' ::
" ,

14
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Sisters

Brother

Uncles and aunts

Grandparents

­15
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MICKEY SCHWERNER
24-25
Five feet
160-165 pounds
Medium
Wore goatee and carries a wristwatch,
without band, in pocket
Light blue den1m workshirt with
long sleeves I'olled up to elbows.
Black dungarees (faded). Shoes­
medium high boot_type,. suade, possibly
green.

­21

We~·:l..ng apparel:

Narne I
Agel
H6ightl
W"ightl
Build:
Pec,,11ar1tiee:

b'?c..j b7D
KL~~ furnished the following descriptions:

•
•

Dal. June 27. 1964

r~s'}
:-.:,

On --'6"ju?;;..3;>,/<J6"'4"'---_ al __P",rw.,...1...J aG""d""c...J....pu..b...1...a.....--.M""'...s""!l:>..a.. F tI. Ii NO 44-~ _
15'7-2346

by Sil. and Dale d; clalrd 6/24/64 ,/
b1t' -:?O'>

ThlP doc ....nl con.oln. n.llh., ..co..... ndatlon. no< cencl."on. of .h. 'BI. It to lh. p'oP'''y l"~'!BI and I. I~n.d 10
yo., a ••ncy; II and lIP contenl. ate no' 10 b. dl.I,lb.,.d 0.""" yo.,a••ncy. 4 Q - U j.

. , - 't, , - ... ·--"·-l.·H-~.. ~-"····"""r-"ir---_'·· If Ii i'~"1r '.......,
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He d~~~r1bed the Ford etationwagon aa follows:

, .

-~ 1
,..I
c • .,

­
.'

N')

2

N',,::'E:
p....g.~ :
H~!~.. ~:
Wsiw::!t:
-,' .. ~ ..n .... ~~::.:

: '.::1. :SZ~0::l1'
~j'::;:

~~:-;"- .';:,,?~:

N~!le :
A"<. •
~~.

Height:
Weight:
n..,-4-~ •
.1:' ..l~.L'.l.

p.:; c'J l:!.9.:::-'itiea :
C·-:~rr:jl::.):.:i.on :
(;1,_ t:-t~S:

Cc 1·);:·:
Yea::':
Ext:··~~:

J A!'J:&3 c::~
26-21
Fiw fe~t s'x 1!:<~~a8

145-150 pounds
S h:,r,.j3::'
l)u.~

Negro
Wh~te T-B~1rtj dark t~0uBe~3; shoes ­
gI"vY fl'.la ie, walked ,,1th bs.c~1iI of them
pUB!lcd dowy.

ANmEW G0ComAN
20-21
Five feet six inches
155
f!'~dlum

Needed eha7e, round fa~e

Dark
Trousers - fairly ne~ d~k blue denimB.

Medium blue
About 1961
Had luggage rack

- do I J\I-I '-I,..f/J
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Date JUne 30, 1964

1
E.:;};'ES'l' ICIJlJ~LAND. hllade1ph1a,

Mlscl~slRP1, fur'nished the following n ormation:
•

l:' ~~

~j On 6/29/6~__at Phll~del.I'hia, Miss.File # ~ 1~!;~~6
.. . ~; SAt'_~sp Date Dictated 6/30/64

This j00um~nt conta1ns ne1ther recommendation nor conclusions of
th~ FBI. It 18 the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
age~ey, it a~d its contents are not to be distributed outside
your- agen~y. 23

\

"'- /

'J' /','L .
I - !



4-750 (2-7-791

( c xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

-1- PagelS) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements. where
indicated. explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) _-<.A'-L·/...'>c_'-.,--...b"--'-J.-"'IJ""- with no segregable- I
material available for release to you.

o Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

o Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

o Documentis) originating with the following government agency(ies)
__________________ . was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Pagels) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
___________________ as the infontlation originated with them. You will
he advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Pagels) withheld for the following reason(s):

o For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

11- ~S2C/'- J '\doC /& / 2 It' d1-.3C

xxxxxx
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

'-'-j'

1..,l)[)
..J F81/00J

. _.--.- ,.- ..,., '.-, ·'t·-l~"· .•... " " .." ,·,· 'f"·,""t"""'t--~.".Ii ""!"'l'~~"-1i._ ...,..· "t



F"D-302 (R ..... 1-25-60)

( (I
~EOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION'

1 Dol. __J'_m_e_2_6...:.,~1..:.9_6_4 _

•
•

- ,r
on

GOODMAN was wekri~ bl~e jea!ls and ......
e"oIt sl~eve shirt t~e color of which he dc~< ret reoember .....
~oes~~t recall what kind of shc~s GOODMAN was

wea!"1:-<s 8"1d aces [:::"t t'emember 1f he was wea::-ir.g a':1}' jewelry.

__SCHWERNER was we.6.:-i~~;l; a blt,e, long sleeve
sh:rtend~made out of the s£~ ffiSterial ae cover­
aliso He doe. ~ot recall what sort of .h0es SCP~RNER was wearing.
~SC~ER~~Rwas wearing a w~!te face1, yellow gold, round,
~.ic" b15 t",e n'~merals 12, 3, 6, ar.d 9 on its face
and wedge like ma:-k. i!l place of the reroa!nin~ L~~=als. IIIIIIIIIL

~th~:'.kB tha: SCnw!R~~R generally we6.rs 6. we~ding band.

~HANEYhad on bib t:;;>e overalla and a tee
s~i~t. He was w=aI~~g a straw sun hAt &nd p~~sl~~y had 8~me

tlack leather .~oes oc. He doe. not thi!lk t~At C'~Y was wearing
a!ly jewelry. has hardly ever seen ChANEY with a wrist
wat.ch.

Ju~e 21, 1;64, a­
CPA"EY, 6.:'.d Ao"DREW

SCu.wER~R said at one
pc·_r.t ~~.at t_~~.e:.... I'rh~ to be" in Phi.la.1elp~_.::"e., Mi.~81.se!.ppi, by 1:00
p,ll:, t!-... ~ OE.:I. ~not know wr,y thE.~· ha:i to be there as
there weB r.~\·er &.~ic reason menti0ced other than the fact
thbt they wan~cd to 0 to the Philidelphia area to investigate
tc"e chorch b'~r!l!"'S. one of t~.em a:entioned any
person by name or implication the inte~ced to meet while
in the Philadelph~a area. the three of them left
the hOuse so~t~~e shortly after Den p0.~ibly about 12:15
p.ll'.

',"0"

'.""'~---.-,. _"':',

.- .

:.]. ~

6/2=/64
,

..
~_3_1FiI. /I __N_O_!w_·_-_22_2_7 _

t i 2-c...::=- Dale di clalrd

6/25/64

by

On

Thl. document contain. nellh.r recommendation. nor concluelone of the FBI. It (II the property of the FBI
)'our O~.ncy; 11 and u. conlente af. nol to be dietrlbut.d Qut.id. your aq.n~cY._ / r (,

L q-- u t·- - -- _. - - - .. - ..-., -.. .. - _. -~..

and 1. loaned to~
,.., f) ,
~)

............_..._----
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June 26, 1964Dal. -=----..:=-- _

.,
•

~" ..
•,

~
l;>;"~

.:...]. .
~-.

_ ....

1
~

•

IIIlwas contacted by MICKEY SCHWERNER, a white male, another
white male, and (FNU) CHANEY, a Negro male, and talked with
them on June 21, 1964, regarding the burnin of Mount
Zion Methodist Ch n June 16 1 64.

left
1:30 P.M., traveling in t e irection 0
residence near the Mount Zion Methodist

On 6/22/6401 Philadelphia, Miss.

SA_,and
by S=-A-.:.-! sp b'J,'·
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Date June 30, 1964

1:15

furm shE'd the fo] lowing informa

u, S B. on wagon.
SCHWERN~ asked him what ha
into conv~rsation concerning the burGlng of the Zion
... '"'+-\..,"'~"' ....... r.k ......... "" Uo. ........ ,..1 C'f'1Ul.1lO"Ol.n;"'O +-h~.f- +\-.a ",h"_,,, "'':::IlA l"\._n
j.Y!l::"l,.JJUU.J.::: 'J \.·jJu.J.";';lJ. 11C" I,..v,J..·..... oJ\Jll"~U'.L,;,J.\ l,.jjQV ...... J ......... ,H......~ .. "u. ...... .., __ ...
burned to which SCIf;IERHER inquired as to how it happened and
who jld 1~. He tola SCIMERNER he could not answer these
~~eptions. After approximately five m1nutes,~eft
In the Sf~atlonwa on indicating they were goin~resi-
dence of who might be able to furnish them more
information. ey e ' traveling in the direction of the
San1~own Road. At no time did either of them give any

~~f;~:t~~~e;~ ~~e~~~f~ ~~~m~e;rd:n~~.w~~~eh;h:~~~~:d
that they must have stop e a
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Date Dictated 613Q/64

On

P..l__

..
File #

NO 157-2346
NO 44-2227

This docu~ent c.ntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; ~t and ita contents are not to be distributed outside your
agency.
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the ;~~u:tL~~~ ~~~s:e~

On Sueday, June 21, 1964, between 1:00 p,m. and 2:00 p,m.,
four males drove up to his residence driving a solid blue station
wagon vhich had a rack on top and asked to see his parent.. He told
him that his parents were gone and the male. then left in their
station wagon •

!

•

-

Two of the males were Neg~o. one of which he knev by the
name of~and the other Negro who he did net knov and
wr.o he eould nOL deSCrLDC. The other two w~ite males were unkna.~

tc tim but he described one white as being heavy aet and short with
black hair and a beard on his chin. This white male was wearing
blue jeans.......could not recall the description of the other white
male.

~oes not know MICHAEL SCHWERNER or ARTHUR GOODMAN,

..
34
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l ~ :.

they were returning

•.• 1.-.. ..... 4"',.... .......... "" ..... lon .... oC'~ non '=lI ~ p.1nhta

~~~s1~~i;~1~ ~~~~th~ ~~s~Zi~;-M~th~di;t
Church; however, he had recently been transferred om that
church and was replaced by a new pastor, Reveren
from Sumrall, Mississippi •
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II. PURSUIT OF VICTIMS BY DEPUTY SHERIFF
CECIL RAY PRICE PRIOR TO ARREST
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Bureau Agents
point where a sign ip.dicates
A~erican Lpgion Lake Road.

An addi tienal .8 of a ffille t·o a pOlr.t where he
indicated this to be the first time he c~ught sight of
victims' station wagon.

After traveline a:1other 2.1 1l'.11es he pointed
this out as the place wb.ere he get within two to four
car lengths of v~c:im~' station w3g0~ and began clocking
them at 65 m.p.h. Th~5 point i5 near the Brewer-Chapman
Grocery Store. Fr:-ffi thi5 point to the Philadelphia City
limits is .6 plus of a mile. He continued to clock the
victims' station wagon at 65 rrp.h., an additional .6 of
a mile, at which point he turned o~ his red light, honked
his horn

.2 of a mile west, met
victims' station wagon;

An additional .5 of d ~ile where Patrolrr~n WIGGS
and POE were parked near a shade tree;

At thIS
point, the station wagon could not pu e road due
to some posts being on the shoulder to keep persons from
driving into the ditch. The station wagon proceeded another
.3 of a mile where he took the right fork of the road near
the Methodist Church and at this poi~t came to a stop •
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EVENTS

e map" are approx1l11ll.t e ••Photographs of Points A through H
are' on the follow~ng pages. t -,.C t, i 1

/
i

PRICE was proceeding east on Highway
16 at about 65 miles an hour intending
to turn right on the Legion Lake ~oad

(Point B) when approximately .2 of a
aile west of that point (Point A),
he met victims' station wagon. Be
went on to the Legion Lake Road,
reversed his path, and followed the
victims. .7 of a aile from Point B
he observed Mississippi Highway Sa!et,
Patrolmen WIGGS and POE parked at
Point C. During this period the
station wagon was not in his sight.
He saw it again at Point D which i.
1.4 miles from Point B. He proceeded
an additional 2.1 miles to Point E
where he began to clock victims'
speed. This W&S 3t miles from Point
B. 4.1 miles from Point B he passed
the Philadelphia City Limits
(Po.nt F). Clocking the car an
addi\iona1 .6 of a aile, he turned
on his red emergency light and
sounded h1s horn to signal v1ct1as
to stop at Point G wh1ch is 4.7 ~les

from Point B. They travelled an
additional .3 of a mile to Po1nt B
where they pulled off the road,
changed a tire, and were placed under
arrest. This 18 approximately 5
miles from Point B. All distances
and locations were mea~ured from
points

or

I-- .~ _ i/.!

'l---- • "3 _ 5. 0

.~ _ i/.7

1----.1 - .~
0_0
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PRIOR TO
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ARREST
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

• August 13, 1964Date _-= -'-_-'-__

On AU8'J5t 11, ]96 11 , the' dl~t'inces from the vario'us
places on Hig,hw3Y 16 pointpj c'j~ by Dq:'"Jty Sheriff PRICE
were gauged on th,:, BI,e,:,dom,:,ter of B;.lreau automobile, a
1963 Chevrolet. Tne distances are a5 follows:

1

LOCATION !':~ LE.AGE

·e re photographed

29,529.8

29,530.1

29>529~2 plu~

Pla::~ wt.ere etation
wagon stopped and
vicUrrs arrested

ViCtir..5 r 5laUc.'1
wagon again s~e~ by
PRICE

Foint ~peej check
beg'J.rl

PRICE turned 0ri red
light, sOu~ded hem

Philadellhla City
limits

Pojn~ ~~~re vlctim~'

station wagon first
seen by PRICE

Loca~:1cr! fa~·roJ,.:.::-n

WIGGS a-.d FOE

by SA

On ---'

by

Phllade1phl'i, Mil!ll!. File # __IN__4_4_-_1 _

nd ' - ••~..
t1~/ldo 8/12/64-----'-------Date dictated ---'-_---'-- _

This document contain8 neither recommendations nor conclusion. of the FBI. It i. the property of the FBI and i. loaned to

your ""ency; it and it. conlent. "'e not ':~ di.:,ibuled out.id. your ..eney. . .W. Cr .' :' / :. ) .~\C1
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C. Location MHSP Officers
WIGGS and POE were
parked.

B. Legion Lake Road where
PRICE turned around to
pursue victi.. , car.

Point where PRICE saw
victi.s' car travelins
in opposite direction.

A.

J
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E. Point at which speed
check bea;an.

D. Location at which PRICE
again saw victims' car
Arter turning around at
Legion Lake Road.
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•
F. Ph1ladelph1a City

L1a1h.

.'

Po1nt at wh1ch PRICE
turned on red emer&ency
light and sounded horn.

G.

/~\
--~ 1//,;.-
i : • \

"I ,. i .
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H. Po1nt at wh1ch v1ct1ms
stopped, changed t1re,
and were placed under
arrest.

h---- .

• h
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Based upon tests' conducted by Special Agen~
~ of the Federal Bureau of Investigation~ry
~ approximately 5 miles east of Philadelphia,
Mississippi, it was concluded that an average 180-degree high
speed turn would require approximately 10 seconds to complete
from the time braking was begun at a speed of 65 miles per hour
until the car was turned around and started to move forward in
the opposite direction. t'~

Taking into account the a~ove determination and under
the following conditions:

1. The car CHANEY was driving was traveling west
on Highway 16 and maintaining a constant speed
of 65 miles per hour into Philadelphia. The
speed estimate is based on observations of
Officers WIGGS and POE who observed the car
n~AR ~h~1~ n~~~~n nnR1~1n~ ~~n ~Qr1m~r~~ rhD~ ttk" - y - k"..,.., 4 ""_ _ __

was traveling within the s eed lL~it Which is
~les per hour .
~hen he was close .enough 0 e cfir • _

was driving to clock it he clocked it at a speed
of 65 miles per hour into the city of Philadelphia.'

/;7t',b 7D

2. Deputy Sheriff PRICE passed the car CH~~
was driving moving in the opposite direction
at a point 4.8 miles east of.~~ place in the city
of Philadelphia where this car was subsequently
stopped and the occupants placed under arrest.

3. Deputy Sheriff PRICE drv'/t: at 65 miles per hour
.2 of a mile further east of the point where he
passed the car driven by CHANEY, turned around,
and pursued this car. It is noted that '
Highway Patrolmen WIGGS and POE estimated that
PRICE was traveling at approximately the same
speed the car driven by CHANEY was traveling and
within view of this car at the time it passed
their position .

•4~
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In order to approach and clock the car CHANEY
was driving at a point 1.5 miles east of the final
stopping and arresting place within the city
of Philadelphia, he would have had to drive at
an average speed of approximately 78 miles per
hour.

1.

forth above
PRI wou

o drive a e 0 speeds to achieve the results
he described in demonstrating the circumstances surrounding
the apprehension of CHANEY and his companions. LA,bID

IN 44-1

"

.4c
.: "
,;.;.:!

return

In order to catch and stop' ,the car CRANEY was
driving at the point of arrest, he woula have
had to drive at an average speed of approxL~ately

73 miles per h,ur.

2.

f interest in evaluating Deputy Sheriff
PRICE's apprehension of CHANEY and his
companions is a he was in radio communication with
Highway Patrolmen WIGGS and POE Who customarily work their
traffic on Highway 16 at the spot where they were observing
and pursued speeders from this spot. There was no' need for
him to follow the car CHANEY was driving to bring ll.{·t;lthln the
observation of the officers since a radio alert to the
High~iay Patrol would have caused this car to be pursued if the
speed \:3S such the:' ,\,:cre in obvious violation of the traffic
r~g1Jliltlons on' HighwilY 16. i. ", ,.":

. ,
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III. ARREST OF VICTIMS CHANEY, GOODMAN
AND SCHWERNER ON JUNE 21, 1964 AT
PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI

51
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On
Station Log,
Missj ;"SiDDi

This er:try reflects that the reply for the above
requested information regarding 1964 Mississippi License
H25503 was received by Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol
Car 110.

A 10-28 is "full registration information - Jl
vehicle - J2 driver". Entry recorded at 1637 ~4:37 p.m.)
from Station A929 to Car 110 was "10-28 reply' •

July 2, 1964, SA reviewed "Radio
Mississippi Highway S3fety Patrol, Meridian,
Sub-s ation" furnished July 2, 1964, by~

Mississippi Highway safe~
Commanding Officer, ,eridian Sub-station, toSA~
~~or the date of June 21, 1964, and the following

entry wa~.recorded.t~ereon: _T~e,op:rato:w~s~
~ Mlsslsslr::Pl H1t:hway ::;al'ety Yatrol, MerlQlan ;jUD-

sc"tion. At the tir,e of 1634 (4:34 p.m.), from Unit Station
110 (l"isslssippi Highway Safety Fatrol Car 110, Officers
POE and WIGGS, assigned lIeshoba County) to Unit Station
A929 "10-28 on H25503". , • :. ',<'

NO 44-2227
~ldo

1 G
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a Negro
malp., was stopped for speeding 70 miles per hour within the
city 11.mits or Ph1lade~e designated speed limit
is 30 miles p~r hour.~in the car with CHANEY
were MICHAEL SCHWERNER and ANDREW GOODMAN, both white males,
w~o were arrested for investigation and released on the same
date at approximately 10:00 P.M. b ~_ o'ID

"

and
~>L------Oal. di claled _---=6:.;/:...:2:.:6:£.f....:6:::.4:.........__

_---=P-.:.h:..::i:..::l:..::a:..::d:..::e:..::l~p:..::h:::.ia~,....:M:..:.i:::.s:::.s:::..:........._ Fil.' NO 44-2227

L?~

Thla document contain. netlher recommendatlone nor concl\1elona of the FBI. It h the property of tb. FBI and a.. loaDed to ",,1>
your CJQancy; 11 and Ha conlent. are nollo b. dlatrlbut.d out.id. your aqancy. 53 1,v
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5

described the
clothing of each of the three prisoners:

JAMES CHANEY

Wearing a light colored, possibly tan, slipover
sport shirt with the shirt hanging out; wearing blue pants,
believed to be regular blue Jean type pants; low-quarter
fabric shoes with laces in them, such as tennis shoes or
play shoes; a hat which he left in the station wagon which
was light tan straw-colored with a wide brim and a wide
multi-colored band about two inches wide; CHANEY had on no
socks.

MICHAEL SCHWERNER

Wearing medium blue baseball cap, possibly woolen,

..
58
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NO· 44-2227
6

and kept his cap on all the time; blue-gray denim or
similar type rabric work shirt which buttoned all the way
up the rront and which was hanging outside his pants;
black leather belt; blue jean pants; canvas, dirty white
shoes with rubber soles, such as tennis shoes; no socks.

SCHWERNER also noted to have a crew cut and
prominent goatee covering his entire chin area which was
black, the same color as his hair.

ANDREW GOODMAN

Black hair with no hat or cap; needed a shave
and had about two days' growth or beard; wearing blue-gray
work shirt of chambray type material which was about the
same as SCHWERNER's shirt and buttoned up the front; blue
jean pants of the same type as worn by SCHWERNER and CHANEY;
canvas shoes, light colored, possibly dirty white, and was
wearing socks, color not recalled.

..
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Date June 30,.1964

\' (I /?5 e-.;t P ,1 rO
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.:.....:.:::::.:'- --'Date diet at ed _-'-6:.L/~3'_=0'J-1-=6_'4__

at Philadelphia, Mississippi

•
~

•
1

POE said they were in the vicinity of Philadelphia
and arrived at the intersection of Beacon and Main
Streets in a very short while. When they arrived, PRICE
and those under arrest were changing a tire on the blue
station wagon. They were~llhel in and the station wagon
rolled off the jack once one of those under
arrest to get into the station wagon an put his foot
on the brake to keep it from rollin off the ack.

Patrolman EARL R~E,
Philadelphia, Mississippi, Mississippi Highway Safety
Patrol was advised of of Special Agents

and was advised by
Special Agent of his right to consult with
an attorney prior to making any statement or furnishing
any information. He was advised that any statement he
made must be viuntary and could be used a ainst
court of law. .b

Patrolman POE advised as well as he could recall
about 3:00 p.m., June 21, 1964, he and Patrolman HARRY
WIGGS of the Mlssissippi Highway Safety Patrol received a call
over their radio from Deputy Sheriff CECIL RAY PRICE a~ing

for assistance in bringing three people to jail. He gave his
location as the Methodist Church which is at the intersection
of Beacon and r'Bin Street, Philadelphia, Mississippi.

On G/29/64

by

;:c .'4

~
~"•.·;.:,.'~Ti..
-

This Jccument contains neither reconunendations nor conclusions
of i ,e FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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He stated when they got the tire fixed. Patrolman
WlGG3 got into the station wagon. At the time, he thought
the iJeGro boy got into the automohile with PRICE but ­
learned later from WIGGS that the Negro boy rode in the
station wagon with WIGGS to the jail. He said the two
White boys got into his Highway Patrol Car in the back
seat.
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7/1/64Date _

Philadelphia,
erviewing

He furnished

Patrolman E. R. POE,
Mississippi was advised of the
Agents
the following voluntary information:

On
44-22276/29/64

SA
SAby ---"

Philadelphia, Mississippi F"! #__at Ie _

,aD? b7e.. ..
(SaD ~ 6/29/64----- Date dictated --- _

This doc:um~nt coMa-ins "'either reC<lmmendetlons nor <conclusions -or the FBI. It i. the proPerty of the FBI aDd i. loaned to/
your agency; it and Its contents are not to be dl8tnbli.ed outside your &leney. "'1....')
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• Date July 6, 1964

)

."

!'

~fr·ts.ft'Or·r heo cC',i"J::ted the Agents frOM PhiladelphIa,
M.i~31~~lppl, oye! St:.t2. H~gr:",..y N'.l:!lb6r- 16 p(:L"ltinG to the location
where tbe t''1=·ee mig"ing bUYl':u"'13 were ctaer-ved with Deputy
Sheriff C::0IL PRICE on Ju:1~ 21, 1964, ch3-'1ging a tire on a Ford
atat10:",·"agcn. the lc·~atl'·:l whe~ he a.'11 ~..1.f'31e5ippl HIghway Safety
Pat::oL'll'm HA_'<.F.Y J. WI:}:'::; 1.r. the ir patrol car w€r<e par-ked on that
hlghw3.Y on Ju..'1e 21. 1961!. WhE:1 th&y r-eceive:1 the first :r<adIQ request
fro~ PRICE for aS~13~~~2E a~J other locati~~B along that route,

Patro~.~l EPYL R, POE, PhIladelphIa,
Mie=1~flppl. Ml~~IEElppl Hlgtway ~a ~ty Patro • W&3 1nt~~d of the
Id6nt.itlE.~ of th'S int'Ol:'Vi~"l!"g Agents f the
F''Sd~ral B'Jrc.:J.u of IrNf.:"tlg':1t1t:!l by SA He was
infc:':"ied hs h:td a r'lght to c;cn='.llt a."1. a tCI'Il€Y pr- or iilaking
any 8tatem~nt, that any =tate~~~t he ~dght make could be used
agodnet hil'l :1.'1 a COUI't of la.... th~t ne' thr-o.ats or pr'omises were
made tc. him. anj th:.t any atatfme::'!t wh:Lh he might make should
be fr~ely a.r.1 Yolu.i.t3.::Dy !'",'J.:is,

SA

7/2/64 at _-"P-O.t"",1,-,1,-"",-,j,-,-~""1.L:p,-,h",,1,,,!I..sc, -'M""i""!1""3'-','--__F ile # _-"N""O'-.:!4:.:::!4-==.2!:.22=.7L- _

by

Un

2
b 'nate dictated 7/4/64

~'il
This docurIleo co 111 inN recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It je the property of the FBI and i. loaned to
your eaency; it and its contents are not to be dislributed oUl.id~ your aaency.
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1:00 P. Mo 0:'1 June 21, 1964, he "went onAt

they parked
t a,rol car on State Hl~~way N~~ber 16, East of Philadelphia,
Mississippi, at the location pr~viougly designated to the interviewing
Agenta. The time of t~kL~g up that pC5iticn could not be pr~~1Bely

recalled but he tho'Jght it Wf1S "about 3:~O P. M." or "not long after
3:00 P. M." The point wher"!; they par'ked wae loe-ated at the entrance
of a seldoll' u5ed la..ne enter'1ng Highway 16 from the south, one that
was well ~haded by largs treef, a..~~ one located eo that the _ waa a
ali ht rl~e in the hi~,~a to the e"'3~ of this lc~ation.

"toppe d" 0

loc-ation, the car wa3 obser....ed to "let off of it" as it came
view of the patrol car·. 'I'hl!' was explained as something the
a"er·age motorlet autc.!".a'-.l:ally does on ob5Er'vL'1g a mll·ked patrol
n.r at thE' eide of the high¥iay. This vehicle paseed hie locatio\ .

eJvl.J
i/',L

_ -1
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NO 44-2227
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at a e~~d he e~uld not eettrrAte no~ co~lj he ex~r~85 an opin1cn as to
lChethc.:r 1'; ",.'S~ or "a~ n.: '.; ~:r:~~::5i:1gthe :awful f'~ed l1Jll1t at that
point. 'l'h1e tar then pa~:le~ ou+j 0:1: h13 \~_:'lon to the ",eJt continuing
to Phl1ad~lphla. Mi~=l!=~ppi. Sho!tly ~h~r~after Deputy SheTlrr
PRICE. in his patrol car, ",a9 ob~erv~j P&=~ing th1s point fr-om east
to Wf-!!t aleo Madej tCtlar:l Phlla3elph1a g "'..i~!!1!!s1pp1. Again
Patro1Jn31l POE coulj neltt.Er eet1!nate the fpeed or PRICE nor could
he eft-1roate how far b'5.h1n:1 the etatlc.n",agc.n PF.ICE was at the time of
passing his 10~atlon.

ShcrtJy th':r....after, ag3.:L'1 t~"!Ie not r-t"slleCl, he heard
~puty Sherlff PR:JE on th~ pat=~l Ta:llc etate he wa~ chasing a
speeder- and r-e-=lueetl.!lg ae!!letr.nce. He an.d Patr-01Jnan WIQoJS. 1n their
car. then etart-ed tC\oI1rd PhH!ije-l M .. a.-r.e hi wa in
r-e S on!!e to thl!' r~ '.1=; +

iihen
he and PatroL~~, ~}JS arrl;~d at the lc~at~on or bo~h PRICE and
this e".;atlcmol :l.£c:1, he O\:.::e::-yed the O;;CUP5:.t= and PRICE engaged in
changing a tir-e 0:1 the ~tationwa&on.

a re:lue!lt made tor a record
;; on he l1cenEle on the etation\olagon. Th1! r-equep,t was ma~

dur1ng the t1me he an1 Patr-ol1!1an WIaQ3 were confe:rr:L"lg With 1;he1r
super-lor.

After leav1.Tlg the NeehclJa County Jail he anj Patr"OlJDan
WIGGS ha1 parked on the I!!';-J,!l.!-t of Phll!l.hlph1a. M1.e:!i!s1pp1, and
had met their eurerior-. Inepe~tor KIN:} of the M12!l1S91pp1 H1ghway

• S .. ~-e d t or· a hor-t ricd of t
•

.-. ..
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It was hi~ r~~vllf:tjon th15 citation was 1~!ue~ about
2:05 P. M. on June 21, 1964. bu~ he ~ou11 not be po~itive without
eXaJTl1:1ing the or1g:1.naJ c1,;"t~c.n 01- one Clf the c.cpies. None of
these w~r~ ~~y 1cng€~ 1n hl~ po~sesslon.

..
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

D.te _ .....Ju,.,1""'Y'-"=6A,.• ..."l!:.O964=__

File II NO 44-2227-
--~fJ<'"",,---_,D.te dictated _...J7~/4:!J.;..lo<64~ _

Philadelphia, Miss.

andb?C

•
~

•

SA

7/2/64 _.t.-.

During the same described interview, the following
distances were recorded by speedometer as Patrolman POE
pointed out indicated locations.

All distances measured from the location of
the Dallas Welding and Repair Shop, inside the Philadelphia
City Limits on State Highway 16 proceeding in an easterly
direction. Distance to the intersection of Main and Beacon
Streets, the point identified by POE as the location of the
station wa~on when he arrived at the scene on the afternoon
of June 2l~ 1964, 1/10 mile. City limits sign for the city
of Philadelphia, 9/l0ths mile. Location where Patrolmen POE
and WIGGS parked when atation wagon passed them going in a
westerly direction, 4 and 4/loths miles. Turn off to American
Legion Lake, 5 miles. Road turning off to Mount Zion Church,
7 and 3!10ths miles. Distance to Mount Zion Church, 10 and
7/1othS miles.

It was further observed that the location pointed
out by Patrolman POE as the location where he and Patrolman
WIGGS were parked on Highway 16, east of Philadelphia. Mississippi,
on the afternoon of June 21, 1964, was the location of a lane
leading into Highway 16 from the south and was shaded by large
trees. The location in addition had a low hill or "rise" in
Highway 16 immediately to the east thereof.

by _---'

Un

-

, : '.
.:"':~.'

Tbi. dOCUlTIE'nl cont.in. nelthE'f recommendationa nor eone1U1ion. or lhe FBI. It i. &.be property of the FBI ud ia loued &0
)'our lIency. it and it. content• .-e hot to be- dielrib\ted oUhide )"our ..eDc)'.
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!~e follcwing is a signed statement furnished by
EAFL BC5E?I FOE on ~ove~ber 11, 1964:

"l\overr.ber 11, 1964
Meridian, Mississippi

"I, Earl BobHt Poe, do henby make the
f~ll~~ing ;tat£rr.ert to Jcsep~ A. Sullivan ~~om

I know to be an Inspector in the Federal Bur~au of
InvEs,iga,i?n, :his staterre~t is rr~de of r-y own
frEe "'i 11. !;~ duress or t'lreats have beEn €IT.ployed
to cause rr~ t:> ~ake this staterrent. I have been
advised of rr~ right to legal cou~srl before ITAking
this stat€rr,er,t. I realize t~at it may be \:sed
against IT.£ ir a ccurt of law.

"I arr, a patrolrr.a" in th", Mississippi ~ighway

Safety Fat!~! (M~5r) a~d arr assigned to r:eshoba
Co·.rely, I-lississi.,pi ir. t'"le perfo::-rr_anci of rr.y
nO!lT.al duties.

":"'e f:>llc.:ing data relates to rr,y activities
..~ile on official business as a trooper in the
M~;P en Ju~t 2! 1964:

": urdencclr IT.y dficial duties aS8i.Jt~d by
Patro!r:.ar ~arry ~;. Wiggs at approxir.:ately 1:00 PM.
WP €F.;p]:',YfO Car 4i110 and initiated thf> day's
acti"ities ~ith r,utine Fatrol.

On I 1/l 0 , 11 , I 3/ 6a~_y.~,_"~r~i~d~ia~no:......~M~l~'s::..:s::..:i~s'-.:s,-,iet:p:..<p,-"i,--__FII. #----'-~~·_4=4.;...~1 _

by _...:1,-,1\...:-5:..;P,-,E:o-C.::.'.::.,O.::.c...!'_ ~=-",- Dal. dlelalod 11i13i64

Ttl,. do(u"".'" contolnl n.lth..r rocommel'ldollofti ftor (o"d",loft' .. tho Fit It II the prop.rty of Iho FBI OM II Ioonecl - ,.", o.eney; V\
II ond Itt conlon'•• r. nOf to b. cll.I,lb"t.d O\l ..6d. yo",' .'OftCy. '? .
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at approxitr.ately
2:05 PM on this afternoon I issued a traffic
citation on ~i hwa 19 at Tucker Mississi i

"Sometime after this and while Price was still
east of our pcsition on Highway 16, he tr~de radio
contact with us and made a comrr.ent to the effect
that 'I've got a good one, George Raymond.'

"Shortly after his transmission and within about
ten minutes from the time he had passed us traveling
east, Price passed us again proceeding in a westerly
direction. He was traveli~g within apprcxirrate eye
view of a blue station wagen occupied by three
individuals w~om I subsequently learned were James
Chaney, Michael Schwerner and Andrew Go,dtr~n. Frice'
smiled in our direction but there was no radio
communication.

Following this at about
3:00 PM, Wiggs and I patrolled east of Fhiladelp~ia

on Highway 16. In connection with this activit
~ehicle in a site
~approximately4.4 ~iles outside of

the city. We assumed this stationary observation
post at about 3:00 PM. Sometime thereafter and
relatively shortly, Neshoba County Deputy Sheriff
Cecil Ray Price passed our observation post.

2

..

"Neither this station wagon nor Frice appeared
to be exceeding the speed limit at the time they
passed our position. I did note that the station
wagon eased off as it topped the rise behind us but

•78
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this is a customary gesture for a driver upon
observing a marked patrol vehicle and did not
indicate that the speed was excessive.

"Shortly after this, the precise time being
uncertain, Price called on the radio stating he
was chasing a speeder and he requested assistance.
Wiggs and I proceeded toward Philadelphia in response
to this re uest.

"rihen I arrived upon the scene where i

had the speeders in custody, I observed that the
occupants of the station wagon were engaged ~n

changing a tire on their vehicle.

"Wiggs and I assisted Price in his activities
by participating in transporting the prisoners and
their vehicle to the Neshoba County Jail where Price
proposed to book them - James Chaney he was to charge
with speeding, Michael Schwerner and Andrew G~odman

were to be held for investigation.

'~t the time of the initial tr.nsmission by
Price, which I have described above, I did not
understand the significance of Price's comment that
he had a ood one Geor e Ra mond.

familiar with the activities of the
head of the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO) ,
George Raymond. It is my understanding that Ge~e
Raymond was also supposed to have operated at times
in Neshoba County.

"After delivering the prisoners to the jail in
fulfillment of Price's request for assistance, Wiggs

'79
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and 1 parked on the city square in Philadelphia
and there met Inspector R. Maynard King, our
Commanding Officer. While we were talking to
Inspector King, Price joined us, discussed his
arrest briefly and at his request we made an
inquiry of the MHSP dispatcher in Meridian as to
the registered owner of the vehicle the three
arrested prisoners were driving. A short time
later the Meridian dispatcher responded to this
request for license check and by this time Price
had already departed. However, it was learned
through the radio transmissions that Price had
received the identifying data concerning the vehicle
through this radio transmission .

•80
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One of
of our ve~icle and asked Wiggs, '~ere is Price?
Which way did ~e go?' Wig~s answered that he had
not seen Price.

Froceeded through
Philadelp~ia south on Hig~way 19 for the purpose
of making a check for dragsters south of the city
before going off duty. We drove bey~~d the city
limits to a Standard Oil Company Service Station
at the top of a hill where Pilgrim's place of
business is located. After we pulled up at the
service station, almost imrr.ediately a vehicle
pulled passed us and sto ed.

"I rEcalled this car as a 19S8 C!1evrolE.t which
red in COlC'I .- - --_.-

..... " .. '"'1' ..--r!'"'_........._-.-....,-......._-.---r,--'-1"1i~it"""',"1',"'"!."...,.~

id~ntified him 8S Billy Wayne Posey. Since this time
I have learned t"at tho? v.'hicle Posey WilS driving was
H,gistcrt'd to him. It was used for some time by

81 •
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.. ~ ~11 •• \. nan r~(' f:''::lF.':'ir.~ 5~ut"n,.·r.t". cf 10 pages
ar.<l ir.i I idlt·d ca(~ pdgl'. LC' the oe,st ('If try Kn?wledge
anr! ht.li(f l~i~ is a t!\if: Sta~.cn:~nt.

"/S /1::111" 1 P.C'bert PC'£'

­
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Inspector, F. B. 1.
11-13-64.

*

•
(
•

?h~ ccp-tents of the foregoing signed statement
"'.T(' distU55':n with f.AFL ROBERI' POE on November 10 and II,
19f4; ther~aftLr, the results of the discussion were redueed
l':' .3 sip,nLd stalcrrc.nl ",'hith was reviEwed d s1 ned on
~:"'!I ",hI r 13, 1964 .

bl': ,

!~E f~r~ished the fo11cwing items of personal
in, r:t.i fi,' atiN.:

84 •
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~arr.c

Da!.C' cr birth
f1ar:.E of birth

'/o.il:ht
\.:'.-. i F~::

~!air

Eyes
M.,::i ta~ status
Chi 1drcr.
AdnlcS!i
Occ \lpa t i C'n
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Date .Tuly 28, 1964

•
~

•

saw a 6tation wagon pu
and a h~tcap rolling down the

recalls that there were
an one ~gro man in the station wagon and
went running dcwn t.h~ street after the hubcap.

only a few seconds after the station
y eriff CECIL RAY PRICE stopped 10
wagon and about ten minutes later. two
Safet Patrolm~~ ulled up behind PRICE's

did not con-
on wagvn but was curious enough to

"ron time to time~b­
serve t at the men in the station wagon changed a tlat
tire while Deputy PRICE and the h1 hwa atrolmen waited
for them to change it. the only other
thing she remembers about the 1ncid~nt 1s thdt after the boys
had finished changing the tire thfY proceeded west on
Highway 16 towards Philadelphia an:1 Deputy PRICE and the
two highway patrolmen followed their automobile what
appeared to be a small proc~ssion.

to the best or her memory the boys stopped to change the1r
tire on H1ghwa 16 between the Dallas Oarage and the Ketho-
lUst Church. it she remembered any
further details or ea y 0 er formation about the
missing boys she would not1fy the PBI at once. cJ Il

{)../ b1VO
0'1

furnished--the following info~ation:
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was J:-e:·on ae
and furniahed the follow1ng inrorn~t10n c:on~ erning Mr obser­
vation! of the arreet or the v1~~~ o~ H1gh~ay 16. Ph1ladelphia,
on the afternoon or June 21, 19~4:

".·:lrj a r.ci!! eorn1ng tl':lm
on ng ou. of t~~ w1n1~~f saw a atation
l!11~ of the rcaj

alo~t he l!~m~. ! th~y saw
ng ONn th~ I!4;I!~'.; an~ ~,..,- N..gro l)(·y who had been
after eeme ~ith1r. juet a few

minute! !!aw ",p_:;, ,e:1tf CECIL RAY PRICE
pulling u~beh1n1 the I!tJt~o~ wJg?n.hev~ng e~e ~rom the ~~~t on
H1ghw",y 16.~ FR::CE got 0'J~ of Me ea!' an1 walked ­
trllckly to the etet10n w3gon an" app...ar·... :i to be eh"Jld ~g 1dent:t­
f1cat1on. Sh ... d11 not e ...~ PR:CE 11eplay any w..apon cr arrest
ticket!::.~ PRICE \'135 11=1"."i"1.; a h~o-";one blue Cl'evr-oll!l't
wh1~h sh- r ..~ogn1~~d Be the ~~~ te U!! ..~ in h1e ~apa~ity ae Deputy
Sher1.rt •

1 •

vlHh1n f1v!' 1l'.1r.ut"!1 af'te!' they saw
the station wagon. 8 h1~'l':·1 ceal" aleo ar=iv~.~ llnj pulled ­
in b~h1nd PRICE's car. ~.t.~h1~hway pat~~l ear had l~­
w1s~ c~e from th~ ~3~t on Highway 16•

...--...~ur 1ng th~ p-rid of 15~20 ndr.'.ltee 8tt.er'lfaX'~s
she ob~erved that the two white boys ~D1 th~ N~g~o 8pp...a~e~ to be
changing the t'ight r·ear the on the t't~"lon wagon while the pollee
off1cers etood around.

had the 1Ir!1=!-~~151on that th~ ottlc'f'rs IllUst
have be~n chae1ng the boY'll tOI' ep~.~l1r.g but may have gotten thiS)

4ft'1T\,.. C':4nn !r,nn'! "'.'UI.T'\~T"'I.T" .""~·".'I\n"" I ~
.1I1l"". \. "'... 1'1 'ol,,"""'~""~~. ~ __ .~

\?'1to(\
j:l'lY
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~"he three cars
~.n the direction of

11~ not constantly watch the
"bove In~ Ident but t hat from her· o1::·servat 10ns she never saw any
'Jf the police or!1~ fOr'S eli splay any wt':!pons !.nd the eM6re lncl0ent
'ppeared very normal.
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! Da~ August 18. 1964
•
~

•

1964.'­
in tl?e yard

when e v ctims' station wa on ~~~ stoppej b De u

~
E ICE

heading in 0 hlla1elp a.
wn e e saw the vehicle driven by the v ct1ms an
the H1ghway Patrol car that be tan furnish
information concerning the arrest of the
circumstances surrounding their arrest.
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Date _~Ju~1~YI-.L7....._1~964=::.-_
•
~

•

~just as the station wagon was stoppIng
he notice~eputyCECIL PRICE of the Neshoba County
Sheriff's OfUce ullin u - bt'~,1n~ th. etation wa on and stOppIng.

the
to

at about 3:30 P.M., a blue-gray 1960 or
1961 station wagon came into hIs v1~w headed west on H1ghway 16

would be tC~3rj Phl1adelph~a, but a few miles from the
the car slowed up and came to a 8top~

three p~rsons got out of the car.
two 0 the2e personswe~eoun white men and the

hird was a young colored man. the car had a flat
t1re on the rear right wheel ar.d his atten on was attracted to
it when he heard a hubrap tall off the tire

ree n v1duals that~tout of the statIon a on
change the rear tlr·e. hey remained
1'".,. Rh"",t: '1; m1,,,,t .. ,, _ ..r For .1,,,, th" "hAnl!'@ n1' _ @ t.1 ..~_ An ~-_. - ... _-- -." .._, .. _ ... --. ----- .. - .. ·c ••-- - .. _ ••g- -- .... - ----I - ..- -.. -
not1c-ed they p~cJt:E'd up their tools, thI-ew them in the back of
the station wagon, an~ close:! the door.

,-

~ '.:

"- .

- .
<.

by this tIme two hIghway patrolmen
~come up to the aI-ea, par-ked the1r car, and got out.""
~th~ two white men got 1nto the back seat of the hl~

patrol car and that the young N~gro boy got Into the statIon
wagon ani the thI-ee cars pro~eeje:l westward in the direction of
Ph1Iad~1phIa, ~~SEIes1ppl.

n 7/6/64 at Fhl1adf'lph!a. Miss.
:
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b?: lesp
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _..:;Ju..==.lY",--Zu,<-.::l;.c96'J=-, _
1

to SAs
relating
with two white men and a Hegr-o ato
Route 16. ne~r Philadelphia. Mississ
June 21. 1964.

__was present during the period of time
that this~Pla(e.

a"ount furnished by to the
FBI in connection with this matter is correct in every detail as
far as Ehe can recall.
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