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FOE\ THE DISTRICT OF NMEBRASKA

IMNDIAN INMATES OF TEHE ) Civil Mo. 72.L-156
;:l,m\ml A RN TIARY, )
)
Plaialiffs, )
. )
vs. )
)
JOSED H v I"‘FP\ ) ,
. ) ORDER - JUDGMENT
Defandant. ) AND DECRER

Plaintiffs who comprise the class of Indizn inmates incavcera
in the Nebraska Denal and Correcctional Cormnple: sued dcfr.:nd.zmt Charles I,
‘y‘:'o“f:", Jr., claiming certain deprivalions of rights secuved to them under the
¥irst and Fourteenth Amendients, by filing a pro se complaint. Counsel
was then obtained for plaintiffs. Specifiaclly, plaintiffs claimed that officials

§ .

refusud to permit a‘n Indian Cultere Club; that access to Indian religion
including the Native American Church was dlcnled to thc.m; z‘md that they were
discriminated against in variouvs awvays in the rc:ha.bilﬂation process including
work release, work assigaments and the failure to prov‘dc Indian couns(.lo""
and instructors-.

Upon the pleadings all proceedings heretolore had hcrcin,. and
upon agrecement of (’.hf; partics represeanted by counsel and uponlthe Cou.rt's
finding that the inﬂ:rcsts of the cla.s;s have Leen fairly represented here, itis:

ORDURED ADIUDGED AND DECREED that the defendants, their

il
ne

ients, scrvants, cmiployees and their successors in office are harcehy
pcrmanenily enjoined and ordered to:

1. Permit the wearing of traditional Indian hairstyles, provide

such hairstyles are kept clean at all tivnes, 2

1. Joscph Vitek, Dircctor of Corrcctional Sevvices is
substituted as delendant uader Rule 25, F.R.C, P,

2. On July 29, 1974, Defendants rescinded the penitentinry's
hair length regulation which Plaintiffs challenze, and

promulgated the following rule which reads in part:
i

Indian Inmates of the Nebraska Penitentirary v. Vitek
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guicelines are delineaterd
_l_.cn:;ih of [ate: lidtv mny gro

cars to—r:/ﬁ_zltth desirved by the frunate.
The haiv taust be neatly groomeed and lept

clean at all tiwmes. "
2. Inorder to meet the religious and spiritual needs of the

plaintiff class, defendants shall allow inrnates aceess to Indian medicine

n and spivifual leaders and provide facilities (or spiritual and religious
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creent of its Ludge
Awfad

at any. given tiine is alloc.tled
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services, . .including but not limited to the Malive Amervican Church, Further,
hat reflects the peveent

ants will set aside a p
inmates in the Peaal Comp!r::;z

qof the Indiai.
>
other elergy salaries and expenses aflendant to providing scrvices to

for
mambers of other religious faiths, to payrment of {ees and cxpenses attendant

to providing Indian religious scervices or cecremonies.
Take the necessary steps to instruct all employees that

s,

3.
all bene {its p;rcsc.nﬂy given to inmates for "religious participation’ be extendid
to those members of the p; iatiff class who participate in the aforementioncd
ings .

or cullure group msctin

¢ceec, caremenins

hatadl}
4. Extend olficial recognition to an Indian immmate spivitual

culture club composcd of mermbers of the plaintiff class and take the

nzcessary steps to ensure that:

(a} The same privileges presently extended to other inmate
clubs, such as the Gavel Club and the Junior Chamber of

Coinrnerce, are extcaded to the Indian Culture Club; and’

that
terms of inmalte pay raisec

Fal

Active membarship in the Indian Culture Club be given

(b}
the samc recognition i
points or other benefits prescently given for active

membership in other inmate sclf~betterment or religious

groups.
5. The defendant and plaintiffs’ counsel shall formulate an

cmative actioa hiring plan designed to locate job applicants and to secure
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emsloyment and training by the defendant of qualified Indian personaet,
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“subiitted to the Court for its approval by the pavties within thivty days

after the effcective date of this Conscent Judpment.,

_é. The Indian club will dr'"'. gnate certata representatives to
p;nrticipatc in advis.ay the Athletic and I{CC['L:r'lt.iC)n Curanniltee concerning
the type of rmovies to be shown at the Coraplax.

7. Thie weiendants will offer acaredited courscs in Indian
sludics at‘thc Nebraska Pcnal and Correctionzl Comples within a rca.;onablc
tirme after the effective date of this Order. Ube plaintills 3 will_:.\i.d the
defendant in obtaining pe l:sm;nc{, materials, and financial resourvess, as

well as aiding in the forniulation of the courss subjecl oatter,

8. Plainliffs waive counsel [ces.

stfuct Tadge

Conscnted To:

(’g)/%i We@%/& .

Roy S Z
Walter &<ho Hawk

Native American Rights Fund
15056 Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Attorneys for Plaintif(s

ll’) Late Cap-lol_ Lmlc.uu;
Iincaln, Nebraska 68509

Attorneys for Defendants

3. The partics will utilize Indian educational resourvces
agreed to Ly the parties in developing the Indian Studies
course, such as the Institute of Avcrican Indian Studics

of the Burcau of Indian Affiirs, United States Departinent
of the Interior.
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