
FOR TH.li DISTRICT OF N EUR AS ;<A

INDIAN INMATES OJf THE ) Civil No. 72-L-156
iNI'JLlUAr.KA, UtNlTKWTIAHY, )

)
Plaintiffs, )

)
V3. • )

)

JOSEPH VITEK, )
) ORDER - JUDGMENT

Defendant. ) AND DECREE

Plaintiffs who comprise the class of Indian inmates incaicu rated

in the Nebraska Penal and Correctional Complex sued defendant Charles .L.

V/rjifj, J r . , claiming certain deprivations nf rights secured to them under the

First and Fourteenth Amendments, by filing a pro :;a complaint. COUCI/JSI

v.-.-is I ••>:•;.". obtained for plaintiffs. Specifically, plaintiffs claimed that official;;

rs'usud to permit an Indian Culture Club; that access to Indian religion,

including the Native American'Church was denied to them; and that they wore

discriminated against in various .ways in the rehabilitation process including

work release, work assignments and the failure to provide Indian counselors

and instructors. . '

Upon the pleadings all proceedings heretofore had herein, and

upon agreement of the parties represented by counsel and upon the Court's

findin" tha.t the interests of the class have been fairly represented here, it is:

'ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the defendants, their

agents, servants, employees and their successors in office are hereby

permanently enjoined and ordered to:

1. Permit the wearing of traditional Indian hairstyles, provide

such hairstyles arc kept clean at all times. '

1. Joseph Vitck, Director of Cor icctlonal Se rvices is
substituted as defendant under Rule 25, F .R .C .P .

2. On July 29, 1974, Defendants rescinded the penitentiary'3
hair length regulation which Plaintiffs challenge, and
promulgated the following rule which reads in part:

i • •
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giuGcliiw: J a r e i!;; Li ix: .'.'.ed :

Lnn;;!.h of Hair: li-'.ir may ;;rov/ ovi; ( ihr:
c a r s to any 1 o11 ;̂th des i red by the inma te .
The hair irutjt he'iii.'.'i tly groomed and kept
clean at all t i m e s . "

2. In o r d e r to meet tho refigious and spi r i tua l needs of thv-

plni.-Uiff c l a s s , defendants shall allow inmates acces s to Indian medicine

rr.on and sp i r i tua l l eaders and provide fc'.cititic; for sp i r i tua l and re l ig ious '

5': rv lceS, . including but not l imited to the Native Aine i:i can C!\urch. Fur t l i ' i r ,

dcf'.v -.'.lanti will sot aiiide a percent of it;> bu.dijptV t!>.ac reflect;; the pe rcen t

of the Indiai. inmates in the Penal Complex,' ^t any. glvon time is al located
> \ '*

for other clergy salaries and expenses al'cndarit to providing scrvicor, to

members of other religious faiths, to payment of feea and expenses ntt^nrJant

to providing Indian religious scrrviccs or ceremonies.

3. Take the necessary stops to instruct all employees that

all hone fits presently given to inmates for "religious participation" be extend

to those niembcrs of the plaintiff class who participate in the aforementioned

IrHLan religious cervices, ceremonies, or culture group meetings.

4. Extend official recognition to an Indian inmate spiritual

culture club composed of members of the plaintiff class and take the

necessary steps to ensure that:

(a) The same privileges presently extended to other inmate.

clubs, such as the Gavel Club ynd tho Junior Chamber of

Commerce, are extended to the Indian Culture Club; and

that

(b) Active membership in the Indian Culture Club be given

the same recognition in. terms of inmate pay raise

points or other benefits presently given for active

membership in other inmate self-bcltc micnt or religious

groups.

5. The defendant and plaintiff:;' counsel shall formulate an

affirmative action hiring plan designed to locate job applicants and to secure

employment and training by the defendant of qualified Indian personnel.



t •?' ' 'submitted Co the Court for its approval by th-: par t ies v.i(.l,in thirty i'.ays

after the effective date of this Consent Ju'-lf,':"-'"s-

6. The Indian club will dcoiyn;'.!'; certain representa t ives to

part ic ipate in act vis .ny the Athletic and Uectu.-ition Coivin littce concerning

. the type of movies to be shown at the Complex.

7. Tin; uci'cftdftnts will offer accredited courses in Indian

studies at the Nebraska Penal and Correction-:1-! Complex within a reasonable

time after the effective date of this Order . T!v: plaintiffs will aid the

defendant in obtaining personnel , material.-;, and financial r e sou rces , as

well as aiding in the formulation of the cour.J:: r.abjoct mn.tl.er.

8. Plaintiffs waive counsel foc.T.

Dis t r ic t Jititlge

Consented To:

Roy S.
V/'altcr fetTho [Iawlc
Native American Rights Fund
1 506 Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80302

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

Mel Kammerlohr
Assistant Attorney General
2 I I') St.xto Capitol. T'utlclinj;
J.Inc.-.In, Ncbr.-vj kc. 68 SO?

Attorneys for Defendants

3. The parties will utilize Indian educational resources
agreed to by the parties in developing the Indian Studies
course, such ay tho Institute: of American Indian Studies
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, United States Department
of the Interior.


