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LEAA Assilstance With Respect to Pen-iing
Suit Azainst Wyaniotte County, Kansas, Joil

On June 5, 1970, the Department Tiled suit
against Wysndotte County, its Sherirf, Boar. ot
Commissioners an. other officers alleging a
violation of Title IITI ¢+ the~ Civil Rizhts Act oV
1964 =2nt 2 contract beci.een Wyandotte an.i the
Depertment's Bureau o. Priscns. The compleint
allege . racial separantion in the fzcility snu
fallure to provide protection anut safziy -or the
inmates.

Since the inception of tne lawsuit, the
County Attorney, who ropresents sowme 0@ the derfend-
ants (Phb Board oI Commissioners hes undertaken to
represent it:elf), has indicated a :illingness on
tha part of those running the Jjail to do whatever
they can to correct what e ses wrong with the
situation. Primarily “or lack of fun* , however,
they see their situation as 3 somz:hac impossible
one in awtempiing oo set up any p-o;r:m approaching
~het we have sugzeetsd In the orm ol a proposed
censent decree .e sent to chem (copy attacheu).
Horever, they indicate 2 sillingness to conseni to
almost any zpeciiic veliefl IT wb ~ould 2asisc them

by showxing hoii 1t coula be accounplisned.

Havin ; such willing desendant:, 1t .ould seew
this 1s san ideal case for using the LEAA Technical
Asslistance Progsraa ant the Bur“qu o Prisons 2s
gonsuluants for the pusposs o0 Stabli hing 2 lonig
ran:zea plﬂn or luproving the 3311 coniliione in
Wyandotca County, Kenzes. e would th-ove or: like
to nave uOMinr Pron LEAA desisnoted to work =1lch
us tonard that enc.
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A pre-trial conference is scheduled in the case
for April 30. Under the local rules we have to have a
meeting with defense counsel 10 days beiore the
conference and we plan to set up a meeting during the
week of April 19. We would want the LEAA designee
along on this trip since that 1s when much o7 the
settlement discussion w1lll take place.




