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U.S. District Court

Middle District of Florida (Ft. Myers)
CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 2:12−cv−00088−UA−SPC

Ave Maria University v. Sebelius et al
Assigned to: Judge Unassigned Judge
Referred to: Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell
Cause: 42:2000 Job Discrimination (Sex)

Date Filed: 02/21/2012
Date Terminated: 04/01/2013
Jury Demand: None
Nature of Suit: 440 Civil Rights: Other
Jurisdiction: U.S. Government Defendant

Date Filed # Docket Text

02/21/2012 1 COMPLAINT against Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor,
United States Department of Treasury (Filing fee $350 receipt number FtM002505)
filed by Ave Maria University. (Attachments: #(1) Civil Cover Sheet)(drn)
(Entered: 02/22/2012)

02/21/2012 Summons issued as to Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor,
United States Department of Treasury. (drn) (Entered: 02/22/2012)

02/21/2012 2 MOTION for Eric N. Kniffin to appear pro hac vice by Ave Maria University.
(drn) Motions referred to Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell. (Entered:
02/22/2012)

02/21/2012 3 MOTION for S. Kyle Duncan to appear pro hac vice by Ave Maria University.
(drn) Motions referred to Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell. (Entered:
02/22/2012)

02/22/2012 4 STANDING ORDER: Filing of documents that exceed twenty−five pages. Signed
by All Divisional Judges on 12/7/09. (drn) (Entered: 02/22/2012)

02/22/2012 5 ORDER OF RECUSAL. Judge John E. Steele recused. The Clerk shall reassign the
case to the next available district judge in the Fort Myers Division. Signed by
Judge John E. Steele on 2/22/2012. (GEL) (Entered: 02/22/2012)

02/22/2012 6 ORDER granting 2 The Plaintiff, Ave Maria University's Motion to Admit Counsel
Pro HacVice. Attorney Eric N. Kiffin, Esq., of the Law Firm of The Becker Fund
for Religious Liberty, 3000 K Street, NW, Ste 220, Washington, D.C. 20007 shall
be admitted pro hac vice on behalf of the Plaintiff Ave Maria University. Attorney
Louis D. DAgostino, Esq. a member of the Bar of the United States Dist5rict Court
for the Middle District of Florida, of the law firm of Cheffy and Passidomo, 821
Fifth Avenue South, Naples, Florida 23104 shall be designated local Counsel in
this matter. Signed by Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell on 2/22/2012.
(LMH) (Entered: 02/22/2012)

02/22/2012 7 ORDER granting 3 the Plaintiff, Ave Maria University's Motion to Admit Counsel
Pro Hac Vice. Attorney S. Kyle Duncan, Esq., of the Law Firm The Becker Fund
for Religious Liberty, 3000 K Street, NW, Ste 220, Washington, D.C. 20007 shall
be admitted pro hac vice on behalf of the Plaintiff Ave Maria University. Attorney
Louis D. DAgostino, Esq. a member of the Bar of the United States Dist5rict Court
for the Middle District of Florida, of the law firm of Cheffy and Passidomo, 821
Fifth Avenue South, Naples, Florida 23104 shall be designated local Counsel in
this matter. Signed by Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell on 2/22/2012.
(LMH) (Entered: 02/22/2012)

02/23/2012 ***PRO HAC VICE FEES paid and Special Admission Attorney Certification
Form filed by attorney Eric Kniffin, Kyle Duncan appearing on behalf of Ave
Maria University (Filing fee $20 receipt number FTM2506, 2507.) Related
document: 3 MOTION for S. Kyle Duncan, to appear pro hac vice, 2 MOTION for
Eric N. Kniffin to appear pro hac vice (BJH) (Entered: 02/23/2012)
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02/23/2012 8 Case reassigned to Unassigned Judge. New case number:
2:12−cv−88−FtM−99SPC. (SPB) (Entered: 02/23/2012)

02/29/2012 9 RELATED CASE ORDER AND NOTICE of designation under Local Rule 3.05 −
track 2. Notice of pendency of other actions due by 3/14/2012. Signed by All
Divisional Judges on 2/29/2012. (LMH) (Entered: 02/29/2012)

02/29/2012 10 INTERESTED PERSONS ORDER. Certificate of interested persons and corporate
disclosure statement due by 3/14/2012. Signed by All Divisional Judges on
2/29/2012. (LMH) (Entered: 02/29/2012)

03/13/2012 11 NOTICE of pendency of related cases re 9 Related case order and notice of
designation of track 2 per Local Rule 1.04(d) by Ave Maria University. Related
case(s): No. (Kniffin, Eric) (Entered: 03/13/2012)

03/13/2012 12 CERTIFICATE of interested persons and corporate disclosure statement re 10
Interested persons order by Ave Maria University. (Kniffin, Eric) (Entered:
03/13/2012)

03/26/2012 13 SUMMONS Returned Executed by Ave Maria University. Kathleen Sebelius
served on 3/5/2012, answer due 5/4/2012. (Kniffin, Eric) (Entered: 03/26/2012)

03/26/2012 14 SUMMONS Returned Executed by Ave Maria University. U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services served on 3/5/2012, answer due 5/4/2012. (Kniffin,
Eric) (Entered: 03/26/2012)

03/26/2012 15 SUMMONS Returned Executed by Ave Maria University. Hilda Solis served on
3/5/2012, answer due 5/4/2012. (Kniffin, Eric) (Entered: 03/26/2012)

03/26/2012 16 SUMMONS Returned Executed by Ave Maria University. United States
Department of Labor served on 3/6/2012, answer due 5/7/2012. (Kniffin, Eric)
(Entered: 03/26/2012)

03/26/2012 17 SUMMONS Returned Executed by Ave Maria University. Timothy Geithner
served on 3/5/2012, answer due 5/4/2012. (Kniffin, Eric) (Entered: 03/26/2012)

03/26/2012 18 SUMMONS Returned Executed by Ave Maria University. United States
Department of Treasury served on 3/5/2012, answer due 5/4/2012. (Kniffin, Eric)
(Entered: 03/26/2012)

03/26/2012 19 PROOF of service by Ave Maria University (Kniffin, Eric) (Entered: 03/26/2012)

03/26/2012 20 PROOF of service by Ave Maria University (Kniffin, Eric) (Entered: 03/26/2012)

05/04/2012 21 MOTION to Dismiss for Lack of Jurisdiction by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen
Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, United
States Department of Labor, United States Department of Treasury. (Womack,
Eirc) (Entered: 05/04/2012)

05/16/2012 22 NOTICE of pendency of related cases re 9 Related case order and notice of
designation of track 2 per Local Rule 1.04(d) by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen
Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, United
States Department of Labor, United States Department of Treasury. Related
case(s): yes (Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 05/16/2012)

05/16/2012 23 CERTIFICATE of interested persons and corporate disclosure statement re 10
Interested persons order by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor,
United States Department of Treasury. (Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 05/16/2012)

05/18/2012 24 MEMORANDUM in opposition re 21 Motion to dismiss/lack of jurisdiction filed
by Ave Maria University. (Attachments: # 1 Affidavit)(Duncan, S.) (Entered:
05/18/2012)

05/24/2012 25 Unopposed MOTION for leave to file Reply by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen
Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, United
States Department of Labor, United States Department of Treasury. (Berwick,
Benjamin) (Entered: 05/24/2012)
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05/25/2012 26 ENDORSED ORDER granting 25 Defendants' Unopposed Motion for Leave to
File Reply. For good cause shown and because the Motion is unopposed,
Defendants shall have up to and including June 8, 2012 to file a reply
memorandum of no more than 15 pages. Signed by Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster
Chappell on 5/25/2012. (BLW) (Entered: 05/25/2012)

06/08/2012 27 REPLY to response to motion re 21 MOTION to Dismiss for Lack of Jurisdiction
filed by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor, United States
Department of Treasury. (Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 06/08/2012)

06/27/2012 28 MOTION for Diana Verm to appear pro hac vice by Ave Maria University.
(Kniffin, Eric) Motions referred to Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell.
(Entered: 06/27/2012)

06/28/2012 29 ORDER denying without prejudice 28 motion to appear pro hac vice. Signed by
Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell on 6/28/2012. (LAF) (Entered:
06/28/2012)

07/10/2012 30 REPORT ON Initial Conference(Duncan, S.) Modified on 7/10/2012, to correct
docket entry (SPB). (Entered: 07/10/2012)

07/10/2012 31 MOTION to stay discovery pending resolution of motion to dismiss by Timothy
Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, United States Department of Labor, United States Department of
Treasury. (Berwick, Benjamin) Motions referred to Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster
Chappell. (Entered: 07/10/2012)

07/19/2012 32 NOTICE of supplemental authority by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda
Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, United States Department
of Labor, United States Department of Treasury (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit, # 2
Exhibit)(Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 07/19/2012)

07/20/2012 33 RESPONSE re 32 Notice of supplemental authority filed by Ave Maria University.
(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 07/20/2012)

07/20/2012 34 SUPPLEMENT re 24 Memorandum in opposition by Ave Maria University.
(Attachments: # 1 Cover Letter)(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 07/20/2012)

07/24/2012 35 RESPONSE in opposition re 31 MOTION to stay discovery pending resolution of
motion to dismiss filed by Ave Maria University. (Duncan, S.) (Entered:
07/24/2012)

07/31/2012 36 ORDER denying 31 Defendants' Motion to Stay Discovery Pending Resolution of
Motion to Dismiss. Signed by Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell on
7/31/2012. (LMF) (Entered: 07/31/2012)

08/03/2012 37 MOTION to review Magistrate Judge order re 36 Order on motion to stay
discovery by All Defendants. (Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 08/03/2012)

08/03/2012 38 NOTICE by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor, United States
Department of Treasury re 37 MOTION to review Magistrate Judge order re 36
Order on motion to stay discovery Local Rule 3.01(g) Certification (Berwick,
Benjamin) (Entered: 08/03/2012)

08/06/2012 39 ORDER: The Plaintiff is directed to show cause by a written response filed on or
before August 17, 2012, indicating why this case should not be dismissed pursuant
to Local Rule 3.10 for lack of prosecution due to the non−filing of a Case
Management Report. Signed by Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell on
8/6/2012. (LAF) (Entered: 08/07/2012)

08/07/2012 40 NOTICE of supplemental authority by Ave Maria University (Attachments: # 1
Exhibit A)(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 08/07/2012)

08/09/2012 41 RESPONSE re 40 Notice of supplemental authority filed by Timothy Geithner,
Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
United States Department of Labor, United States Department of Treasury.
(Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 08/09/2012)
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08/09/2012 42 RESPONSE TO ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE re 39 Order filed by Ave Maria
University. (Attachments: # 1 Appendix Case Management Report)(Duncan, S.)
(Entered: 08/09/2012)

08/09/2012 49 CASE MANAGEMENT REPORT. (SPB) (Entered: 09/04/2012)

08/16/2012 43 RESPONSE to motion re 37 MOTION to review Magistrate Judge order re 36
Order on motion to stay discovery filed by Ave Maria University. (Duncan, S.)
(Entered: 08/16/2012)

08/20/2012 44 Unopposed MOTION for leave to file Reply by All Defendants. (Berwick,
Benjamin) (Entered: 08/20/2012)

08/21/2012 45 ORDER granting 44 The Defendant, Kathleen Sebelius' Unopposed Motion for
Leave to File a Reply Brief. The Reply Brief is limited to five (5) pages in length;
The Reply Brief is limited in scope to the issues addressed in the Order above; The
Defendant has up to and including September 4, 2012, to file her Reply Brief.
Signed by Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell on 8/21/2012. (LMF) (Entered:
08/21/2012)

08/24/2012 46 NOTICE of supplemental authority by Ave Maria University (Attachments: # 1
Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B, # 3 Exhibit C)(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 08/24/2012)

08/27/2012 47 RESPONSE re 46 Notice of supplemental authority filed by Timothy Geithner,
Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
United States Department of Labor, United States Department of Treasury.
(Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 08/27/2012)

09/04/2012 48 REPLY to response to motion re 37 MOTION to review Magistrate Judge order re
36 Order on motion to stay discovery filed by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen
Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, United
States Department of Labor, United States Department of Treasury. (Berwick,
Benjamin) (Entered: 09/04/2012)

09/04/2012 50 NOTICE of supplemental authority by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda
Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, United States Department
of Labor, United States Department of Treasury (Attachments: # 1
Exhibit)(Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 09/04/2012)

09/05/2012 51 MOTION for Diana Verm to appear pro hac vice by Ave Maria University.
(Kniffin, Eric) Motions referred to Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell.
(Entered: 09/05/2012)

09/05/2012 52 ORDER granting 51 Attorney Diana M. Verm's Motion to Appear Pro Hac Vice.
Diana M. Verm, Esq., is hereby admitted to appear pro hac vice on behalf of the
Plaintiff Ave Maria University. Louis D. DAgostino, Esq. of the law firm Cheffy
Passidomo, 821 Fifth Avenue South, Naples, Florida 23104 is designated as local
Counsel in this matter. Signed by Magistrate Judge Sheri Polster Chappell on
9/5/2012. (LMF) (Entered: 09/05/2012)

09/11/2012 53 RESPONSE re 50 Notice of supplemental authority filed by Ave Maria University.
(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 09/11/2012)

09/17/2012 ***PRO HAC VICE FEES paid and Special Admission Attorney Certification
Form filed by attorney Diane Verm appearing on behalf of Ave Maria University
(Filing fee $10 receipt number FTM3392.) Related document: 51 MOTION for
Diana Verm to appear pro hac vice (BJH) (Entered: 09/17/2012)

10/10/2012 54 NOTICE by Ave Maria University re 24 Memorandum in opposition Supplemental
Declaration (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit A)(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 10/10/2012)

11/03/2012 55 RESPONSE re 54 Notice (Other) of Supplemental Declaration filed by Timothy
Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, United States Department of Labor, United States Department of
Treasury. (Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 11/03/2012)

11/13/2012 56 NOTICE of supplemental authority by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda
Solis, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, United States Department
of Labor, United States Department of Treasury (Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered:
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11/13/2012)

11/27/2012 57 NOTICE of supplemental authority re 37 MOTION to review Magistrate Judge
order re 36 Order on motion to stay discovery, 21 MOTION to Dismiss for Lack of
Jurisdiction by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor, United States
Department of Treasury (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Catholic Diocese of Nashville v.
Sebelius)(Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 11/27/2012)

11/27/2012 58 RESPONSE re 57 Notice of supplemental authority filed by Ave Maria University.
(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 11/27/2012)

11/28/2012 59 ORDER sustaining 37 Objections to Magistrate Judge's July 31, 2012 Order
Denying Stay of Discovery; the ruling in that Order is overturned and Defendants'
Motion to Stay Discovery Pending Resolution of Motion to Dismiss (Doc. 31) is
GRANTED; Discovery in this case is stayed until the Court rules on Defendants'
Motion to Dismiss (Doc. 21). Signed by Judge John Antoon on 11/28/2012. (BLA)
(Entered: 11/28/2012)

11/29/2012 60 NOTICE of supplemental authority re 21 MOTION to Dismiss for Lack of
Jurisdiction by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor, United States
Department of Treasury (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Zubik v. Sebelius)(Berwick,
Benjamin) (Entered: 11/29/2012)

12/06/2012 61 NOTICE of supplemental authority by Ave Maria University (Attachments: # 1
Exhibit A)(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 12/06/2012)

12/06/2012 62 NOTICE of supplemental authority by Ave Maria University (Attachments: # 1
Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B)(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 12/06/2012)

12/10/2012 63 RESPONSE re 61 Notice of supplemental authority, 62 Notice of supplemental
authority filed by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor,
United States Department of Treasury. (Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 12/10/2012)

12/19/2012 64 NOTICE of supplemental authority by Ave Maria University (Attachments: # 1
Exhibit A)(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 12/19/2012)

12/21/2012 65 NOTICE of supplemental authority re 21 MOTION to Dismiss for Lack of
Jurisdiction and Response to 64 Plaintiff's Fifth Notice of Supplemental Authority
by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, United States Department of Labor, United States
Department of Treasury (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Catholic Diocese of Biloxi v.
Sebelius)(Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 12/21/2012)

01/04/2013 66 RESPONSE re 65 Notice of supplemental authority filed by Ave Maria University.
(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 01/04/2013)

01/13/2013 67 NOTICE of supplemental authority re 21 MOTION to Dismiss for Lack of
Jurisdiction by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor, United States
Department of Treasury (Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered: 01/13/2013)

01/14/2013 68 RESPONSE re 67 Notice of supplemental authority filed by Ave Maria University.
(Duncan, S.) (Entered: 01/14/2013)

02/13/2013 69 NOTICE by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor, United States
Department of Treasury re 21 MOTION to Dismiss for Lack of Jurisdiction
Supplemental Authority (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Diocese of Fort Worth v.
Sebelius, # 2 Exhibit Bishop Conlon v. Sebelius)(Berwick, Benjamin) (Entered:
02/13/2013)

02/25/2013 70 RESPONSE re 69 Notice (Other) of Supplemental Authority filed by Ave Maria
University. (Duncan, S.) (Entered: 02/25/2013)
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03/25/2013 71 NOTICE of supplemental authority re 21 MOTION to Dismiss for Lack of
Jurisdiction by Timothy Geithner, Kathleen Sebelius, Hilda Solis, U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, United States Department of Labor, United States
Department of Treasury (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Wenski v. Sebelius)(Berwick,
Benjamin) (Entered: 03/25/2013)

03/29/2013 72 ORDER granting 21 Motion to Dismiss for Lack of Jurisdiction. The Clerk is
directed to close this case. Signed by Judge John Antoon II on 3/29/2013. (BLA)
(Entered: 03/29/2013)
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