
memorandum on

Sowela Vocational-Technical School

Lake Charles, Louisiana

Background

An action was initiated in 1956 by plaintiffs
by filing suit for injunctive relief and a declaratory
judgment against the Sowela Vocational-Technical School,
Lake Charles, Calcasieu Pariah; Southwest Louisiana
Trade School, Crowley, Arcadia Parish; Natchitoches
Trade School, Natchitoches, Natchitoches pariah; St.
Helena Trade School, Greensburg, St. Helens Parish; and
T. if. Harris Trade School, Opelousas, St. Landry Pariah
Priscilla Angel, et ti. Plaintiffs v. Louisiana State
Board of Education et al, Defendants, Civil Action

An order of summary judgment was granted against
these defendants on May 24, 1960 by Federal Judge J.
Skally Wright, U. S. District Court, New Orleans, which
stated:

"That the defendants, and each of
them, their agents, employees, suc-
cessors in office and all persons
in active concert and participation
with them be, and they hereby are,
enjoined from continuing to enforce
a policy, practice, custom and usage
of excluding plaintiffs and other
qualified Negro students from
(the above, schools], solely because
of their race and color."

Judge Wright'* order was affirmed by the Court
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit on February 9, 1961,
and the U. S. Supreme Court denied certiorari on October
9, 1901.

The U. S. Attorney, Now Orleans, and the Depart-
ment o° Justice, on March 17, 1961, filed an application
for as order designating the U. S. as amicus curia* and
for leave to file a petition for an injunction against
the enforcement of Act Mo. 3 and Act No. S of the Second
Extraordinary Session of the Louisiana Legislature of
1961. The order was signed on March 17, and that same
day a motion was entered by the U. S. to add additional



parties *s defendants. On January 2, 1962, the U. 3.
filed a motion for summary judgment against the defendants
named in the order.

The Facts

In March 1962, following the receipt by the De-
partaent of complaints that Sowela Trade School in Lake
Charles, Louisiana, was continuing to deny admission to
Negro applicants because of their race, the Department
conducted an investigation into the matter.

Thirteen Negroes who went to the school on
vtri*us dates between October 1961 and March 19, 1962,
were interviewed. They were all refused permission to
apply for admission either because they were told that
the school was not accepting Negro applicants or that
the school was not accepting applications from anyone
at present. Copies of the interview reports of six of
the Negro youths are attached.

The investigation also disclosed that Mr. Rex
Sachet is Director of the Sowala School and has been
for fifteen years. Louisiana policy is that the directors
have complete control over the admission of students
and all student records are maintained at the trade
schools. Mr. d*ehser, when interviewed, stated that he
has the mole responsibility for accepting and processing
student application* fro admission and that he receives
applications only when the waiting list for admission
has been depleted to a point be considers desirable,
He has no other admission policy and is the only one
at the school with the authority to decide when appli-
cations may be received. He stated he has never rep-
ceived or processed any Negro applications.

Mr. Sseiser stated he had received a copy of
Judge Wright's order of Roy 24, 1960, but declined to
say whether the admission policy of Sovela has changed
as a result of the order. He declined to consent an
whether any Negroes have sought to apply and refused
to discuss the number of white students that have been
enrolled since May 24, 1960. Me refused to allow any
of his staff to be interviewed and stated he would not
allow the school's records to be inspected unless they
were subpoenaed.

Mr. Shelby K. Jackson, State Superintendent of
Public Education, Baton gauge, transmitted copies of
Judge sright's order on June 1, 1960, to the Directors
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of each of the five State Trade Schools that were
dofendsnt* in the case. A review of the "Late Charles
Aa*ricso Press" disclosed that the newspaper carried
a front page story oo May #U. 19*0. on Judge Wright'$
order the previous day. Ali, eleven members of the
State Board of Bducation wore interviewed and they all
stated they knew of no policy adopted for the imple-
oentstioo of Judge Wright'* order. Vivo neeberf of
Mr. bmelier's Staff who veto interviewed away from tort
school declined to answer any questions concerning the
school's edaisoion policy. Mac. Wheeler E. Brock, how.
ever, an instructor and co••ordinator at Sowell, stated
that Kra Saelser has rejected any applications that
wore made or attempted to be made by Negroes sad that
the admission policy of the school has not changed
following Judge Wright'& order.
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