
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 

ANTHONY COOPER, individually ) 
and on behalf of a class of similarly ) 
situated people,    ) 
      ) 
 Plaintiffs,    ) 
      ) 
v.      ) Case No. 15-cv-425-WKW 
      ) 
THE CITY OF DOTHAN,   ) 
      ) 
 Defendant.    ) (Class Action) 
 

MOTION TO CONTINUE OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, 
TO DENY THE PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION AS MOOT 

 

COMES NOW the City of Dothan (“City”) and files this motion to continue the hearing 

set in this matter for June 26, 2015 to give the Parties time to explore settlement given that any 

constitutional violation has been corrected.  In the alternative, the City asks this Court to deny the 

motion for preliminary injunction as moot given the revised practices of the Municipal Court as 

set out below.  As grounds for the same, the City shows the following: 

(1) The complaint and motion for temporary restraining order [Docs. 1 & 2] in this 

action allege several constitutional violations in connection with the bail schedule as applied to 

indigent defendants brought before the Dothan’s Municipal Court. 

(2) As evidenced by Exhibits 1 and 2 to this document, the City of Dothan has in place 

a system that is in all respects identical to the system now in place in Clanton, Alabama, wherein 

individuals upon their arrests are released on a signature bond, unless the individuals have 

outstanding warrants for failures to appear. See Doc. 16 at 3 (Plaintiff’s counsel’s characterization 

of the Clanton court’s bail practices); see also Jones v. City of Clanton, United States District 

Court for the Middle District, No. 2:15-cv-34-MHT, Doc. 66 & 66-1 (brief describing current 
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practices and order setting forth the same). Also, like Clanton, pursuant to Exhibit 1, the defendants 

in Dothan with outstanding failure to appear warrants are given the opportunity to be released 

pursuant to a secured bond, cash bond or property bond in accordance with the amounts set out in 

the bail schedule. Id.  Also, like Clanton’s court’s practice, pursuant to Exhibit 1, those who are 

not released pursuant to the bail schedule are receiving a bond hearing and consideration of their 

indigence within forty-eight hours of their arrest.  Id. 

(3) The Plaintiff has conceded that the Clanton system, which has now been adopted 

in all material respects by Dothan, cures any constitutional problems. In Plaintiff Cooper’s Reply 

to Response to Motion for Preliminary Injunction, Plaintiff Cooper’s counsel states that “Clanton 

cured the illegality by using unsecured bond for all new arrestees and therefore ended the regime 

in which the indigent were kept in jail for several days after an arrest because of their poverty.”  

Doc. 16 at 3. 

(4) The City of Dothan’s Municipal Court judge, without ever having been made a 

defendant in this action, initiated these changes. 

(5) Under these circumstances – and given that the named Plaintiff has been released 

from custody and others similarly situated are being released upon signing a signature bond – there 

is no longer a need for a preliminary injunction or conversion of the TRO into a preliminary 

injunction.   

(6) Also attached hereto is an affidavit of the City of Dothan’s Court Administrator 

attesting to the import and effect of the Judge’s order.    

(7) As additional grounds for the continuance, the City of Dothan have hired new 

counsel who have only this afternoon made an appearance in this case and were not hired until the 
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evening of June 23.  Said counsel need additional time to prepare and gather the facts and 

information relative to the issues raised in the case. 

(8) Finally, undersigned counsel contacted Plaintiff’s counsel to explore the possibility 

of continuing the preliminary injunction hearing for the purposes of pursuing settlement, and the 

Plaintiff’s counsel declined. 

WHEREFORE, the City of Clanton would request that this Court deny the Motion for 

Preliminary Injunction as moot and set a status conference in three weeks so that the Parties may 

explore a global settlement.  In the alternative, the City of Clanton would request that the Court 

continue the preliminary injunction hearing and set a status conference in three weeks during 

which the Parties can explore settlement. 

      s/Shannon L. Holliday     
      Lee H. Copeland (ASB-3461-o72l) 
      Shannon L. Holliday (ASB-5440-y77s) 

Copeland, Franco, Screws & Gill, P.A. 
Post Office Box 347 
Montgomery, AL 36101-0347 
T:  334/834-1180     F:  334/834-3172 
Email:  copeland@copelandfranco.com 
Email:  holliday@copelandfranco.com 
 

      s/F. Lenton White     
      F. Lenton White (WHI035) 
      City Attorney 
      P.O. Box 2128 
      Dothan, AL 36302 
      T:  334-615-3130 
 
      s/D. Kevan Kelly 
      D. Kevan Kelly (KEL025) 
      Assistant City Attorney 
      P.O. Box 2128 
      Dothan, AL  36302 
      T:  334-615-3130 
 

Counsel for Defendant – City of Dothan 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on the 25th day of June, 2015, I electronically filed the foregoing with 
the Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system which will send notification of such filing to the 
following: 
 

J. Mitchell McGuire 
McGuire & Associates, LLC 
31 Clayton Street 
Montgomery, AL 36104 
Email:  jmcguire@mandabusinesslaw.com 
 
Alec Karakatsanis 
Equal Justice Under Law 
916 G Street, NW Suite 701 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Email:  alec@equaljusticeunderlaw.org 
 
 

       s/Shannon L. Holliday  
       Of Counsel 
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