
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

EASTERN DIVISION 

PARENTS ASSOCIATION OF THE 
ST. LOUIS STATE SCHOOL AND 
HOSPITAL, INC., et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

FILED~ 

FED 18 1986 

EYVON MENDENHALL 
U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
E. DISTRICT OF MO. 

v. 

) 

) 

) 

) 
) 

) 

) 
) 

) 

) 

) 

No. 82-852 c < 2 > 

CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, et al., 

Defendants. 

MEMORANDUM AND ORDER 

This matter is before the Court for approval of the 

settlement of this litigation. The specific issue here is the 

sufficiency of the notice of the settlement to the plaintiff 

class. The parties have agreed that the attached notice is 

appropriate. Defendants maintain a mailing list of the best 

informant (client, guardian, parent or relative) for persons 

residing in the Bellefontaine Habilitation Center. Similar 

information for class members who are no longer residents is 

available through the St. Louis Regional Center. The parties 

further agree that mailing the notice to the persons named in 

these lists and posting the notice in the Bellefontaine 

Habilitation Center would sufficiently inform the plaintiff class 

of the settlement and how to make any objections members of the 

class might have. The Court finds that the attached notice and 

the method of contacting class members are appropriate. 



Accordingly, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that defendants shall ensure that 

on or before February 28, 1986, the attached notice be sent by 

United States mail, first class, postage pre-paid, to persons 

named in the lists maintained by the Bellefontaine Habilitation 

Center and the St. Louis Regional Center. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in addition the attached 

notice be conspicuously posted at the Bellefontaine Habilitation 

Center for the period beginning on or before February 28, 1986, 

through April 7, 1986. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that defendants shall inform the 

Court on or before March 7, 1986, of the efforts made to comply 

with this order. 

Dated this I~ .vL day of _j..=.c....;~~_;;,._..;:..._--bo---' 19 86. r 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT F I L E D 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, EASTERN DIVISION ~ 

PARENTS ASSOCIATION OF THE 
ST. LOUIS STATE SCHOOL AND 
HOSPITAL, INC., et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, et al., 
Defendants. 

) 

) 

) 
) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Who is Affected by This Notice 

FEB 18 1986 

EYVON MEN DEN HALL 
U. S. DISTf\ICT COURT 
E. DISTRICT OF MQ. 

No. 82-852 c (2) 

This notice may affect your rights or the rights of a fam
ily member. Please read it carefully if you or a family member 
are or have been a resident of the Bellefontaine Habilitation 
Center, 10695 Bellefontaine Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63137, at 
any time subsequent to May 28, 1982. 

Purpose of This Notice 

After three years of litigation, a final settlement agree
ment has been reached in this case. This notice is to inform 
you of the settlement, tell you how to obtain more information, 
and explain how you may object to the settlement if you disagree 
with it. A hearing may be held by the United States District 
Court to consider objections to the settlement. 

Background 

This lawsuit was filed in May, 1982, in federal District 
Court in St. Louis. It was filed by clients of the Belle
fontaine Habilitation Center (then known as the St. Louis State 
School and Hospital), as well as the Parents Association of the 
St. Louis State School and Hospital, a nonprofit organization of 
guardians, parents, and other relatives of Bellefontaine cli
ents. 

The class action lawsuit sought improved conditions at the 
habilitation center. The suit does not involve any claims for 
money damages. 

Since the suit was filed, the parties have been engaged in 
pretrial discovery, a process in which each party obtains infor
mation from the other. In August, 1984, the federal court held 
a hearing on the plaintiffs' request for emergency relief in 
c e rtain areas. The Court granted part of that motion, requiring 
the defendants to provide expanded physical therapy and occupa
tional therapy services at Bellefontaine. The parties completed 
settlement negotiations in October and filed the proposed settle
ment with the federal court on October 29, 1985. 



"-....../ ....____ 

Plaintiffs 

The named plaintiffs who filed the lawsuit represent a 
class of people. This notice is particularly directed to the 
members of that class, which consists of: (1) all persons who 
currently are clients of the Bellefontaine Habilitation Center; 
(2) all persons who, although not currently residing at Belle
fontaine Habilitation Center, were clients there at any time 
subsequent to May 28, 1982, when the lawsuit was filed; and (3) 
all persons who become clients at Bellefontaine during the time 
that any judgment or settlement is in force and subject to the 
federal court's jurisdiction. 

Summary of the Settlement 

In summary, the parties' proposed settlement provides as 
follows: 

(1) The defendants are committed to operating the Belle
fontaine Habilitation Center in accordance with professionally 
accepted standards. These include the use of individualized 
treatment plans that are tailored to the specific needs of indi
vidual clients, as well as the provision of high quality medical 
and dental care to all clients. The defendants are also com
mitted to maintaining certain minimum levels of staffing, as 
prescribed in federal regulations for the treatment of mentally 
retarded persons. 

(2) The defendants are committed to take various measures 
to minimize the use of potent psychiatric medications and physi
cal restraint devices. In accordance with clients' individual
ized treatment plans, the def endants are required to make good 
faith efforts to provide all training programs and specialized 
therapies that clients need. 

(3) The defendants are committed to protecting the physical 
safety of Bellefontaine clients by taking various measures to 
minimize the risks that clients will injure themselves or oth
ers, that clients will be injured or neglected by staff, or that 
clients will be subject to traffic and other hazards near the 
Bellefontaine grounds. In addition, the defendants will in
crease the fire safety of Bellefontaine's group home residences 
by installing sprinkler systems and making other renovations. 

(4) The d e fendants are committed to recomme nding community 
placement for a Bellefontaine client only when, in the judgment 
of qualified professionals, the new placement would be more 
appropriate for the client than Bellefontaine. The settlement 
provides for the consensual placement of a client in a community 
facility on a trial basis to determine i f the placement will 
work. 

For Further Information 

This is a summary of the settlement. To understand it 
fully, you should read the entire document, which is called a 
"consent de cree ." A copy o f the docume nt is availabl e f or 

2 



inspection in the administration building of the Bellefontaine 
Habilitation Center or by calling or writing the Public Informa
tion Office, Missouri Department of Mental Health, 2002 Missouri 
Boulevard, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101, (314) 751-4122. 

Filing Objections to Settlement 

If you agree with the proposed settlement, you do not need 
to take any action. A member of the plaintiff class has the 
right to file an objection to the proposed settlement. A par
ent, guardian, next friend, or other interested family member 
may generally act on behalf of the class member. If you object, 
you must follow these instructions: 

(1) Any objection must be filed with the United States 
District Court, Eastern District of Missouri, u. s. Court & 
Custom House, 1114 Market Street, St. Louis, Missouri 63101, in 
writing, on or before April 7, 1986. A copy of your objection 
must be sent at the same time to the lawyers for the plaintiffs 
and the lawyers for the defendants, whose names and addresses 
are listed below. You must state the name and number of this 
case as it appears on the first page of this notice and clearly 
state the grounds and basis for the objection, as well as 
indicate the name and address of the class member involved, the 
name and address of the person(s) filing the objection and the 
relationship of that person to the class member. The objection 
should also refer to the specific portion of the settlement that 
is objected to, and must contain a statement, signed by the 
objector, representing that copies have been sent to the lawyers 
for both parties. 

(2) If objections are received within the time limitation 
stated above, and if the Court decides that they warrant consid
eration at a hearing, a hearing on objections to the proposed 
settlement will be held on April 21, 1986, 9:30a.m., before the 
undersigned Judge of the United States District Court in the 
U.S. Court & Custom House, Courtroom 2, 1114 Market Street, St. 
Louis, Missouri 63101. 

DATE: ,_±~......,_ I c, 
Peter E. Scheer 
Paul M. Smith 
Onek, Klein & Farr 
2550 M Street, N.W. 
Suite 350 
washington, D.C. 20037 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

~L~-

Michael L. Boicourt 
Jerry L. Short 
Assistant Attorneys General 
8th Floor, Broadway Building 
Post Office Box 899 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 
Attorneys for Defendants 
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~niteb 'fates ~istrid 4Iourt 

EYVON MENDENHALL 
CLEIIIK 

ONER, KLEIN & FARR 
Joel I. Klein/Peter Scheer 
2550 M. Street, N.W. 
Ste. 250 
Washington DC 20037 

John T. McCaffrey 
8000 Bonhomme AVe., Ste. 315 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Jerry Short 
Asst. Attorney General 
P.O. Box 899 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0899 
(w/extra copy of notice) 

Encl. 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOUI'II 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
1114 MAI'IKET STI'IEET 

"amt ~. ~is.uuri 631Dl 

February 18, 1986 PHONE: •t4·42S·4•ts 
FTS &7e•4S1S 

IE: PARENTS ASSOCIATION OF THE ST. LOUIS 
STATE SCHOOL AND HOSPITAL, INC. et al 
vs. CHRISTOPHER BOND et al 
82-852C(2) 

_____ Encl~sed is a copy of an ORDER entered 
this date by the Honorable Edward L. 
Pilippine in the above-styled cause. 

----~Enclosed is a copy of an ORDER & 
MEMORANDUM entered this date by the 
Honorable Edward L. Filippine in the 
above-styled cause. 

~Enclosed is a copy of a MKMORARDUH & 
ORDER entered this date by the Honorable 
Edward L. Filippine in the above-styled 
cause. with attached NOTICE. 

Very truly yours, 

EYVOB MKBDEBIIALL, CLER 


