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Justice Department Announces Consent Decree with City of New
Orleans to Resolve Allegations of Unlawful Misconduct by New

Orleans Police Department

Negotiated Agreement Concludes Two-Year Investigation and Begins Federal Court
Oversight of Police Department Reform

The Department of Justice announced today that the United States has entered into a
comprehensive, cooperative consent decree with the city of New Orleans to resolve allegations of
unlawful police misconduct by the New Orleans Police Department (NOPD). The filing of the
consent decree in federal court in New Orleans continues the process of reforming the NOPD and
begins federal court oversight of that reform to ensure effective and constitutional policing in New
Orleans.

“ Today’s action represents a critical step forward. It reaffirms the Justice Department’s
commitment to the highest standards of fairness and professionalism and underscores our
determination to work alongside our law enforcement partners to protect not only the safety – but
the essential civil rights – of everyone in this country,” said Attorney General Eric Holder.

The consent decree requires NOPD to make broad changes in policies and practices related to use
of force; stops, searches and arrests; custodial interrogations; photographic line-ups; preventing
discriminatory policing; community engagement; recruitment; training; officer assistance and
support; performance evaluations and promotions; supervision; misconduct investigations; and
NOPD’s system of secondary employment, also known as paid details.

The agreement also requires more transparency by NOPD, encourages greater civilian oversight
and increases community interaction and partnerships. The agreement requires close and
comprehensive oversight by a court appointed monitoring team, which will periodically submit
public reports regarding NOPD’s progress. The consent decree will remain in effect until the city
demonstrates it has complied with its provisions for two years, or until the monitor’s assessment of
the agreement’s outcome measures demonstrates sustained and continuing improvement in
constitutional policing.   
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“The consent decree, which is unprecedented in scope and nature, is designed to ensure that
comprehensive, sustainable reforms are made in the New Orleans Police Department,” said
Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Division Thomas E. Perez. “We will continue our
partnership with Mayor Landrieu, the police department and the community to ensure that the
critical reforms are achieved.”

“This groundbreaking agreement represents a critical milestone in the recovery of New Orleans
and a victory for our city, its police department and most of all its citizens,” said U.S. Attorney for
the Eastern District of Louisiana Jim Letten. “The consent decree will serve as a blueprint for the
New Orleans Police Department, so that it may become a world class police department – one
which will be more effective in protecting its citizens against all threats and dangers.

The consent decree is the product of the United States’ civil pattern or practice investigation of
NOPD, which began in May 2010 and resulted in a comprehensive report in which the department
found that NOPD engages in a pattern or practice of misconduct that violates the Constitution and
other federal laws. The Justice Department’s investigation found a pattern or practice of excessive
force, including stops, searches and arrests in violation of the Fourth Amendment. The
investigation also found evidence of discriminatory policing based on race, ethnicity, gender and
sexual orientation. This civil pattern or practice investigation was separate from the numerous
federal criminal civil rights prosecutions of NOPD officers during this time period.

The Justice Department’s civil pattern or practice investigation was informed by 12 experts on
police practices, including a number of current and former police professionals. The investigation
included numerous onsite visits and observations of police-community interactions, including
interviews with New Orleans officials, NOPD command staff, supervisors and police officers.
Additionally, the department’s investigation reviewed more than 36,000 pages of documents and
held interviews with residents, community groups and other stakeholders.

The investigation was conducted in accordance with the police misconduct provision (Section
14141) of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (VCCLEA) , the anti-
discrimination provisions of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, and Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Under Section 14141 of VCCLEA, the Justice Department has the
authority to file civil suits against law enforcement agencies that engage in a pattern or practice of
misconduct. The department also has the authority under the Safe Streets Act and Title VI to file
suit against law enforcement agencies that engage in discrimination if they receive federal funds.   

The city of New Orleans and NOPD cooperated throughout the investigation, from inviting the
Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division to conduct the investigation, to agreeing to enter a
consent decree at its conclusion. For the past several months, New Orleans and the department
have been negotiating this consent decree, designed to serve as a blueprint for reforming NOPD.
NOPD’s implementation of the agreement will be overseen by the federal court, including a court-
approved monitor to be jointly selected by the city and the United States.  

The Civil Rights Division currently has more active police pattern or practice investigations of law
enforcement agencies than any other time in the division’s history. Increasingly, these
investigations, including the New Orleans Police Department investigation, are initiated at the
request of the law enforcement agency itself.
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