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lN 'rlffi UNitED. STATES ~!STRICT COURT FOil. Tit&· 

v. 

;~OR'I.'H&RN PlG'mlOT OF »tGSUS~fll~JERII DI&Tll!O'I OF MISSISSIPPI . 

; · WJ>su:~iunirvrsiON · · F 1 L E D 
. ! 

,Pla;l.nt(f£, · 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

YlllUAM T. RQBtRTSOH, CtMK 
CY ,;, ; A. . .. ;.;.,_,___.. 
·WI•~'- '' ·-o!fU\Y . 

CIVIL ACTION NO, WC 7036-K 

THE STATE OF MISS!SSll'PI, 
et al., 

~· 
) 
) 

CONSENT DECREE 

·oefemdants, ) 

The United States having filed a complaint herein 

on July 9,· ';t970) and this Cour·t,. on the &arne date, . . . . . . . 
' 

having entered an o.rder· pendente· lite .requ·irtrig· the 

United States and .the Cho.c.t!lw Co~ty· Schoo~ Distdct to 

collaborate in the preparat~on of. a 'pllin 'for the 

immediate convers:Lon o£ the Choctaw County School District 

·to a unitary, 'nondisc>i:iminatory 'school system; and both 
' . . 

parties. having agreed upon 8. desegregation 'plan prepar'ed 

and.filed by theO·f.fice of J;;ducation; and the School 

District hav~ng stibsequently·filed.a mot:l,ori. to intervene 
. • . . . ! 

~~·a party de~endant ·here.in and. ha~ing attaehed 'to that. motion 

the. agreed upon desegregation plan> and this Court, being 

petsuaded .that the ag·reed··pbn.satfsfies. the ends of 

justice; 

A 
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i~ .. ~t th~ motion to intei:Venl) fil~d by the 

Choctal.'l CduP,hy Sch,o~l Dlstti~t is P~!iTEll a~d the School. 

. . 1 . . . . . . ·~ . 

Dis:trie.t, the Superintendent of Education a~d the Board · 
. ·~ . t 

· of Education. a-re made parties defendant in · this· cause, 

2. That the defendant School District, the 

· Superintendent of Educ11tion for .the School District, 

th~ B~ard of Education £o.r the Sch~ol District, their 

successors, officers .• agents, .. etnp~oyees and all·tnos,~· 

. in activE! conce.rt or participation with them are her.eby. 

d;lrected to announce :and implement· for.thwith the· plan 

of student assignment. s~bmitted by the defenaant School 

.. District. ·"in their Answ.er deted July· 23, 1970, which is 

irtcorporate.d ·herein. by re·ference. 

IT. IS FuRTHER OiiDERED that· th\1 defendant School · 

District shall ·take s1,1ch additional steps as are 

reas<m.able and !lecessary. to ·terminate· the ope.ration of ·a. 

· ·duai ·sy.atein of schools ·based on race. and .to operate,· 

now and her~after, a single, non~racial unitary system of 

public schools.' Such s·teps shall include the p.rovisions 

set· out in Ai:tacl:ltnenta·A and B; 

·This Court 'shall retain jurisdiction of· this 

cause to. insure J;Uu compliance with this order and . 

to modify or amend the· same ·as ·inllY be· deemed necessary . 
. . . 

or d.es:tl'able for the op~>rati on of a unitary sch.ool sy~tem. 

-2-

-... _. 
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The Clerk is" direc'ted to transmtt certified 

aopl.ll~. a_j! ehl.s Ot:del<' ·to. aoUrts<11 ll.<>,.., 

1 O:RJ)ERED ·this the L !l~y 

·'E,~/4e 
Attorney ~. 
Department of Justice. 

~IL 
· . Attorney- · 
-~sreitn "' ·_ -tJfq jnnr n$·. . 
· C~to/>1Aw Ct>r.WTy B W>IID oF Ewc.irhei:V 

1970 • 

.. · 

----------··· ~--·--------··---·------------------·--------------·----
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A:. - pasegr<lgaf:lon· of i•aculty .an4 Othe.r Sta.fg, 
\; 

I 

':XIi~ s_ehool boa~d -aha;!.:). anno\\MO al}d i11lplGJllent_ the 
• • I .. . ' 

' .. 
:following polici'es: 

All .prin<)ipal~ 1 teachers) 

... ' ' 
·'--: i 

.•.' 

teachers ·aides and 

other iitaf-f who work directly -wil:h chil<\ren at,: ~ schoo1. 

.~hall 'be so assigned that :i.n no- case _will the racial 

: .composifion of -11- s taf£ ·indicate· that a school- :i.'s intended--

,. 

·,·;. for Negro _st1-1dents or- white studants. 
. ' . 

_, 
'the school district 

·: shaii asa:ign the a taff described above so that the ratio 
- ·-" of. N_egJ;O. to .whtte ,teachers in each. school.,· _ann-the ratio 

_ · of other sti1£f_ in- each, are substantially the same-
.. .. . 

as each ·such .ratio :i,s to ·the .·teachers and other .staff,· 
I • . 

. respectiveiy. :i.n the el;tire school system. 
. . . . . . . . 

. ... 

· 'l'he s_chool dis-ti:ict shall, to the extent necessary· 

to c~rry out thia .des·egregation .pian, direct-'members of 

ifs sta£!: as a condition of continued emplqyment to accept_ 

new 'assignments-• 

· · 2. Staff 1)1embers who work-directly ~lith children, 
I , 

:_and pro£es'siona1 staff ~1ho m>rlc on· t:hi:! administrative level 

'will be. hired:, assigned, promoted, paid, .demoted; dis· 

mtsse_d, and othenlibe treated without regard' to ·r.ace, 
. . ' , ... 

color, . or __ natiol'!;tl or.ig:tn. 

'. 

•, 

.. 
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,;~-~ L the~ro io t9 be a raduc ti . i( ~ ;~;., number 

Qf ·pt;iric.ipals, teachers, teae:her-aides, or other pr~­

f:oss:l.orlal· s~aff .·mi>p~oyad by the school. district wl,>ich 

w:l.ii result in a dismissal :or. dentotion of any such s·taff. 

members, th~ staff member to be ·dismissed· or demotei:l 

must· be selected on· the liasis. o£ objective and reason-. . . . . 

able non·discrl:mi~atory standat:ds froni amotig all.the 

staff of the school di.st.rict. · ln addition; H therci is 

any such dismissal or demotion, no staff vacmtcy may 

be filled .through recruitment of a person of a race, . . . . 

colo1:', o1" national or-ifiin.different £rom that of the 

1ndivi'c1ual · d~smisse·d o~ demoted; ... :un.t:tl each displa~Gd· .· 
staff rnembe1" who is qualifi'ed hail had a'n oppol:tunity . . . 

·J 
to fill' the vacancy and has faile'd to. accep,t an offer· 

.. · 
to do &o. · .. 

Pr.J.or to suc;!t .,. .. reduction,· th" school board ,.,ill 

develop or require ·the development of non-r.acial objective 

criteria· to be used .in selecting 'the st.aff member who ·i·s 

. to be dismis.se<l or demoted, These ctl.ter.:f.a .ohall be 

available. for public in1>pect~on· and shall be retained. by 
. . . . 

· /_/ the school dbtrict, '£he school district also shall 
- .. 

record· nitd· preserve ·the· evaluation o.f· st11ff .members under 
• 

the criteria •.. Such evaluation.'shaU be n1ade available 

upon .request to. the ·di&mis:~od· or: .Jemoted employee.· . I .. . 
· r 1 .. ·, 

. •·. 

t 

J 

l ' • . . . 

-~~~~'!1!?~'/,~'~,.-;~~:~~fi~~~At:W/@':X~~:~{r:.i.-a-~~~':t~~~~~.f,;~·~~t;~,.-.)i~~\~~1f.J:~~J[..P,:;ii~f.~~~~1,~~{',;W6;'%_J:ti~tt*$u:~.f,t§?i>~~~ 
! 
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. \ ___ )fr--~;ion." as us_ed· above inc1r-·~s( ·y ro-as~Lgnment 

(1)· uilda~; .1~hich the st~rf£ m~mb'-'1.' reeqiv~s les.s pay or · " ·! 
·.' h~J,s les~ ;~osp;nsibility thli~ und~r tht> aasi!l':>mcnt l,re-hel1) 1 

previo~·sly 1 (l!} which requi;":'cs a las~~r degree of sidll '· 

·: th~n d:(ci_. the l'fssigrim<'mt he held. Pl'<Wiously,· cl.' (3) und.er· 
.• . . ! . . • 

I· 

. whifch the staff ·member :!.s asked tb teach <i SJ.Ibj OCt Ot' gl;'ade . , ,, . . • I 
other· th~,:, one for which he· is certified or 'for which he· . . . ·. . .· . . . . . . I . . 

, has had subs.t.antial exper.i<;nce within a reajonably curre~t ... 

. period. · ;!:n gan·eral, and. depanding .upon the subject · . . I . 
matter involved,.· five .years in such n· reason~ble period. 

li, . Mal oritY to Minority Transfer -Po.licy 

·.·The school district shall· permit a -student attend-.-~ . '• . 

ing -a· school in· ·~~hi.ch· his race .is· in: the- majority to chMse 

to attend another school whoro his raca is 'in' the 'minority. . . . . . I . .·.. . . . . 
Al-~ _._su¢h e_r.a~sferl.'ing. st~del1ts are to be 'given pi:ior-ity ·.: . 

for space. being· available, All such transferring students 

.must b~ given tran;~ortation if they desire it, 

C, Ti:ansportatiori 

·The transportation system of -the school dist~iqt 

shal-l b13 completely .re-examined l-'egularly by the .supei:... . . . . 

·:intencieni:;. his staff', and. the·.scboO.l board. Bus routes 

and th~· llS$ignment of ·students to buses will be de~igned 
: . . . . . . 

to insure. the transportation ·of· all,_ eligible pup:l.ls o~; 

a non.,.:sogregated and otherwise n{>l)·disc.l:iminatory basis • 

I 
" 

. I 

I 
I 

• .. 

.. 

~- --~--- -~ ----- ----·~--~--~~---·-- ----- - - - ------~----- ---------~-·---------------
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School C.on.stl'u6tton anc\ Sit¢ SeLc<:>t;ion · -
:( 

All f_chool:cons~rttctl:on_ and-_ ~ite selection_ 

. (ilt01U<\it1g. tho io.oa~ion -oi! any .l:bll\~0~-4~Y ol,"oon.:oomo) 

. ·' 

in-, the s"yi!l;em shaH be doM in a- manner ·which will 

• • • • ! . . 

preVi:mt th!l rec,urrence ·of thQ· dual sohc<>ol· stw¢ture 

• . ;! • • • • f 

· onq<> _this 4.esegr<egation plan-is implemented, -
·'· . 

E. Attendin>cc Outside System of Rcsl.deuce 

lf the school .di"strict .g~ants ·transfers to· 'stUdents 
.... 

liv.ipg in the district ·for their attendance at: pu)>lic 

_schools outsida._the·disttict, or if it permits· transfer-s 

into the ·d:i.st~iot of students who live outside the 
. • I • 

, district, it: sha:ll do so on a non-discriminatory b<:s;i.s; 
·. 

-axcap·t that·-,it; shall:no.t conse~r to transfers· where ·tha 

cumulative··affect Hill reduce -d~se~>iegati.on in either::-__ 
. ' . . 

"distriat or. reinforce_ t)le':·dual" sch~ol system. 

F; . pesegr.egation· of- ci~ssroom, Non•clasor~bm <!0-d Extra· 

-Curricuiar Ac·tl.vit:Les . : 

The.school district sl:tall be prohibited from 

maintaining any classroom, non-classroom, ou extra-

. ;·/ curricular activity on a s"egi'egated- basis, so that no 

student iii effectiv>Oly excl.uded :6:om attending any class 
.. . 

. 

or participating in any non-classroom. :or extracu·rri<iular 

activity on the basis_ pi: race·; toio~·, or natlonal 'origin. 

. ,. 
.~: . :, ' 

• "t-\ •, . 

. I . ' 
i. . -~ . . .. 

I 
! 

--------~----
---------- ------~---
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A'l'TACmfilNT B 

REPORTS '1'0 Ttm OOtln!J! 

On October 15, 1970. and March 15, 1!)71, and ·on 
• • ' j;l 

th'e same d~t~ annually ther.eafter until- f).lrther order · 

of ·this C91.1rt, defendants shal~ file with the Clerk 
'·ft •. . . ·. . . . . . . .. . . . 

of this c~~ft•a report· setting forth the following 

infot:mati?~l 
.\p~ 
.r 

. . :I I • 

(a/ 'I'he ntnllber of students by race enrol1ed :i.n 
I 

. ·if.: 
the school. distr:L<it; 

. j~·: 

(b), The numbe~ of students. by race enrolled-in 
. ) . 

each 'schoqt of· the district; 
. ., 

(c)· Tl;le -'numb:er o.f students by race··enrol1ed in 

each classroom in each -of the schools .. in the district. 

: ~ .. 
u; 

·(a) ·The _numbe:t: of full time teachers by_ race iil 

the district; 

.· 
' .. · .. 

(b) :rhe -ntnllber of full ·time teachers by race in· 
.. 

each school . in the dis-trict; 

(c). The number of part time teachers by race in 

the district; 

(d) ·. 'I'he number of par-t time teachers by race in 

·each school in the distdct, 

! 
I 
! 
;· 

' 

I .. 
' 

-----------~-----------------~-------------------------------------------------- ··--------·--··-------~-
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( 

III, 

accru,8d, by -race,, under. the majority to :th~ minority t·ral);!'• 

fer provision. .. i ' 

·'· ~ rv. ( 
State the n~ber of.iriter-district transfers 

I_ . • • I 
. .. - • . ' • . . I • . • 

gl!ante<\, the race. 'of the students who werE! .granted suoh 

transfers, and tl:\e school 

. were allowed. 

. · . . v • 
. State whether. the tran.sp~rtation system, if any, 

· ':i.n th~. dis.~rict . is desegi:egatc4 to the. extent· that Negro 
.. '• 

and white studen.ts ·are transported· dai'ly.co'n the same buses, 
: ; . 

vr.. 
Sta'te whether' all facili'ties such as g~asiums, 

'auditori\nns; and· cafet~r;las are bein.g operated on a dese­

gregated bas is. 

vn . 

. Give a brie-f .. desc.ription o£ any present or proposed 

construction or expansion oii facilities. 

VIII. 

··' 

(a) State whether the school )loard has sold or 

abandoned a~y ·school facility' eq.u'ipment' or supplie_s having 

a tota1 value· of more than $500.00 since this Court's order;' 

,. 

t 
• I 

I 

: -~,:-. 

. ' 

·' 

:~Y~'!(~-1({-.:'<*\i~~r,~~~'&}:l}; ... t---~~~'?/~~~t£~*~~{(;:%.-:'~*~~J*~~<-.i';:.ltifJ~~~Jt-'lk~~~~~#.':~~*-ffi:'f-~~4~~Wiq~J~I~~_.f~~fi.'·~"'-., 
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(a) ·state whether there is a bi-racial advisory 

·committee to the. s.choo"i bo1u:d iti the school. district; 

(b) If t~o, .stat.e whether the bi-racial advisory 

committee· has ·submitted recommendations to the board of 

education; .. / 

(c) · !f so, state the number aud dispo~ition of· 

sucli reconnnendations; I 
(d) !f a bi-raclal committee is in e1':1,stenc.i, 

state briefly l:h.e areas of the education process . in which 

th:e.ll:!:."racia-1 connnittee is· to .function. 

Cqpies of reports.are to be served·on. counsel 

for ~lsintiffs; · 

~· . 

,·· .. 

.. 

.•. 

. ·. 

. ·. 


