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THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Pars Equality Center,

Iranian American Bar Association,

National Iranian American Council,

Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian Americans,
Inc. et al,

Plaintiffs,
Civil Action No. 1:17-cv-00255-TSC

V.

Donald J. Trump, President of the United States,
etal.

N/ N/ N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Defendants.

Plaintiffs’ Request to Offer Live Testimony at the Preliminary Injunction Hearing

Pursuant to Local Civil Rule 65.1(d), Plaintiffs request leave to present live testimony by
the witnesses listed herein at the hearing on Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Injunction (ECF
Doc. # 35). Plaintiffs are prepared to present live testimony from up to four witnesses,
representing each of the four organizational Plaintiffs—Pars Equality Center, Iranian American
Bar Association, National Iranian American Council, and Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian
Americans. Plaintiffs submit that being able to hear from and question these witnesses on key
factual issues can assist the Court in deciding Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Injunction.

Under Local Civil Rule 65.1(d), the Court considers whether “the need for live testimony
is outweighed by considerations of undue delay, waste of time, or needless presentation of
cumulative evidence.” In this case, hearing live testimony would be a prudent use of judicial

resources. Given the scope and national importance of Plaintiffs’ claims, it would be in the best

! Plaintiffs informed the Government of this request prior to filing and the Government stated its position is as
follows: “Defendants oppose Plaintiffs’ request, and intend to file a written response no later than 4pm EST on
Friday, April 7,2017.”
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interest of the Court as well as the parties to develop a robust record through live testimony.
Further, live testimony would allow the Court to hear from and ask questions of individuals who
can provide an update on facts that may have changed since the time of Plaintiffs’ March 15th
filing—especially important in this case, given the rapid progression of related events and
litigation nationwide. Live testimony would also be beneficial should these issues go up on
appeal to the extent it allows the Court to evaluate the credibility and demeanor of Plaintiffs’
witnesses.

Plaintiffs are prepared to call up to four witnesses, one each from the organizational
Plaintiffs: (1) Ms. Sarvenaz Fahimi, Senior Legal Director at Pars Equality Center; (2) Mr.
Babak Yousefzadeh, President of the Iranian American Bar Association; (3) Mr. Jamal Abdi,
Policy Director at the National Iranian American Council; and (4) Ms. Leila Austin, Executive
Director of the Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian Americans.” Each witness would provide
information about his or her organization, including the ongoing harm to the organization’s
mission and resources as well as the individuals in the community that it serves, caused by the
January 27, 2017 and March 6, 2017 Executive Orders.

Such testimony is relevant given that the Government has challenged the organizations’
standing and irreparable harm in its opposition brief and in Plaintiffs’ view has substantially
mischaracterized the record on this point. Live testimony on these issues would also assist with
understanding the need for the affirmative injunctive relief sought by Plaintiffs. The issues
raised in this case, especially the extreme harm caused by the January 27 and March 6 Executive
Orders to the Iranian American community, would be best understood through live testimony.

Plaintiffs estimate that each witness will testify for 20 minutes on direct examination.

2 Ms. Fahimi and Mr. Yousefzadeh will be traveling from California to testify.
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However, several of these witnesses are not available on the new hearing date of April
21, in part because of scheduling adjustments they already made to be available on April 13 that
cannot easily be modified again. Plaintiffs therefore request that the Court hear the witnesses’
testimony on either April 17 or 18 when all four witnesses are available.® Plaintiffs’ motion
would be heard on April 21 as scheduled. This would accommodate the Government’s
scheduling concerns regarding the hearing, while permitting Plaintiffs to present their witnesses

and ensure Plaintiffs’ motion is heard in a timely manner without further delay.

® Plaintiffs could also make at least three of witnesses available to testify on April 19.
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Dated: April 6, 2017

Is/ Cyrus Mehri

Cyrus Mehri (D.C. Bar # 420970)
Joanna K. Wasik (D.C. Bar # 1027916)
Amelia Friedman (D.C. Bar # 1033583)
MEHRI & SKALET, PLLC

1250 Connecticut Ave., NW

Suite 300

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 822-5100

(202) 822-4997 (fax)
cmehri@findjustice.com

Kristen Clarke (D.C. Bar # 973885)

Jon Greenbaum (D.C. Bar # 489887)

LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER LAW

1401 New York Ave., NW

Suite 400

Washington, DC 20005

(202) 662-8600

(202) 783-0857 (fax)

jgreenbaum@lawyerscommittee.org

Adrienne D. Boyd*

ARNOLD & PORTER
KAYE SCHOLER LLP

Suite 4400

370 Seventh Street

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 863-1000

(303) 832-0428 (fax)

adrienne.boyd@apks.com

*Pro hac vice motion forthcoming

Respectfully submitted,

John A. Freedman (D.C. Bar # 453075)
David P. Gersch (D.C. Bar # 367469)
R. Stanton Jones (D.C. Bar # 987088)
Nancy L. Perkins (D.C. Bar # 421574)
Ronald A. Schechter (D.C. Bar # 245019)
Robert N. Weiner (D.C. Bar # 298133)
Samuel M. Witten (D.C. Bar # 378008)
Lindsey D. Carson (D.C. Bar # 992620)
Sally L. Pei (D.C. Bar # 1030194)
Sonia Tabriz (D.C. Bar # 1025020)
Stephen K. Wirth (D.C. Bar # 1034038)
ARNOLD & PORTER

KAYE SCHOLER LLP
601 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 942-5000
(202) 942-5999 (fax)
john.freedman@apks.com

Christopher M. Odell*
ARNOLD & PORTER

KAYE SCHOLER LLP
700 Louisiana Street, Suite 1600
Houston, TX 77002
(713) 576-2400
(713) 576-2499 (fax)
christopher.odell@apks.com

Susan S. Hu*

ARNOLD & PORTER
KAYE SCHOLER LLP

250 West 55th Street

New York, NY 10019

(212) 836-8000

(303) 836-8689 (fax)

susan.hu@apks.com

Counsel for Plaintiffs



