IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO

EASTERW. DIVISION .

3 : 1f|!'.
UNITED STATIS OF AMERICA, ) G

i)
s Plrainti P, )
f )

) CIVIL ACTION NO.
v, )

)/

) COMPLAINT
LAKE LUCERNF LAND COMPANY, INC.; )
LARE [ DCEREE G108 COMPANY, INC.Y" )
A B SMYTHE COMPANY, INC., and. ')
IRENE MiCHAFRL,™ )
)
)
)

Defendants.

The United States of Ameriéa, by dohm N. Mitche11;
Attorney General, alleges:

M b s deitarn action brought by the Attorney
Ceneral on tehélf of the'Unitéd.States pursuant . to
Title VIIT of the bivil Rights Act of 1963, 42 U.S.C.
3GEE. et seq. .

2:. This Gotwrt has jurisdigtiew o tHissaekEioni
under 28 UTS.C; 1345 and 42 U S.04 5013

3, The defendant Lake'Luberne Land Cémpany, Tae.,
(hereinafter "Land Company") is a corﬁﬁration organized
énd existing under the laws of Ohio aﬁd c&nshcertain
.property in Geauga County, Ohio, which property is located
in what is kaown as thglLake Lucerne subdivision (hefein-

i

"subdivision"). The 'subdivision comprises approxi-

*aftay

mately 400 zcres upon which there are approximately 250
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. Club. follew a policy“and p¥actice o6f diccuiminSie EGrE RS

homes and was developed as a residential community by

the Land Company through the sale of lots to individual

buyers. At the present time the Land Company owns

approximately eight of the lots in the subdivision.

€
v

L i The défendant Lake Lucerne, Club Company, Inc.
(hereinafter "CLlub") is a corporation organized and
existing under the laws of Ohio. Memberghip in the Club
is limited to property owners in the subdivision. In
order to éurchase land in the Subdi;isiﬁﬁ, a prospectiQe
buyer must be admitped to membershiﬁ in ithe Club and to
becone a memb%f df the Clﬁb, the prospective buyer must
be.approved by the membership committee of the Club.

5. The defendant A. B. Smythe Company, Inc., is

a corporation organized and existing under the laws of

Ohio. This defendant is engaged in the real estate

business Iin Geauga County, Ohio. The defendant Irene

""Michael ‘is a real estate'agent and is an employee of

the defendant A. B Smythe Company, Inc. :
6. The subdivision and the homes and lots therein
are dwellings within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. 3602(b).

" 7. "The defendant Land Company and the defendant

respect to the sale of dwellings in the lake Lucerne sub-

division. Specifically, these defendants

(a) refuse to make dwellings in the

Lake Lucerne subdivision available to

.
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persons because of race, color, religion

and national origip; Lk
(b) discriminate against persons in -
5 “‘the terms, conditions aﬁd privileges of
: salé g dwéllings in the Lake Ilucerne sqb-
division.because of race, color, religion
and-national origin; and
(c).ﬁake and cause to be made state;
ments which indicate a prgfe;ence, limita-
tion and discrimination based on race, |
color, religiqn and national origin.

8. The defendant Smythe Company and the defendant
Michael follow a policy and practice of discrimination
with respadt -to the sale gf dwellinés in the Léke Imcerﬂé
subdivision by.refusing to make such dwellings available
to persons because of réce, color, religion andwnational
origin, and by making stateﬁents with respect to thé
sale of such dwellings that indicate a preferenge, limita-
tiqn or discrimination based on race, color, religion
or national origin.

9. “The defendant Land Company has included in

cach 'deed fouri the zale 6f a-1ot at the TLake Lucerne_sub»

division a covenant forbidding the sale of such lots to

Negroes and Jews.
10. The covenants described in paragraph ¢ con-

stitute notices or statements indicating a preference,

limitation ox diserimination based on race,’ coloxr or



religion, or an intention to'make such prefe?ence, limita~-
tion eor. disGrinipation. ' They éﬁe published by the defen-
'a&nt Land Company by distfibution'to purcﬂ;sers or pro-
spectiyg;purchasers of lots. |

: 1ies The prospegtive.buyer of a homaisan the Lake
Lucerne subdivision must complete én ;pplication form
and submit it.to the membershiﬁ committee of the'defén—
dant Club for approval. If the prospective buyer's
-application is rejected, he can éppeal tp “the Club's
Board of Trustées and he can then be approved only by
a vote of at least féur of the sevén membérs of the Board
of TBrugltedek The Board of Trustees is elected by the
' memberé of the élub. All members of the Club are white
and all are non-Jewish. Under the circumstances described
in this Complaint, the requifemeﬁt'that prospective
buyers be approved byythe elected representatives of the
Cludb mémbership disériminates against persons because
OF race; ecolor, réligion and national origin. 4
1.2 .It is the practiée‘of the defendanthichael,f
"in the course of her business as a real estate agent, .f
to notify all_ﬁfospective buyefs of property in the Lake ?

Lucerne subdivision that such property is not for sale e

to Negroes, Puerto Ricans, Jews, Spaniards or Italians. |
- ;3‘
13. As a result of the practice described in

paragraph 12, Negroes, Jews and members of other ethnic
minorities have been deterred and discouraged from seek-

ing to reside in the Lake Lucerne subdivision.
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(4) Conditioning the right to occupancy
of any dwelling on the concurring vete of
members of the Lake Lucerne Club Company

-

: féé_their representatives; and .
(5) Failing or refusing to take
adequate Sk s e steps to correct thé
./effects.of defendants; past digcriminatdry
practices, including but not limited to
: % .
informing the general .public that the
defendants' policy shall be to provide
| fair housing opportunities regardless of
,
% race, coior, rel igton or -dationdd oriein,
and inclpding but not limited to such
revisions of the defendants' corporate
eéliarbar - sby~laws or rules as may bg necasaany
Kot appropriafe. .
Plaintiff further prays that the Court enterfgn
Order enjoining’thé defendant Irene Michael, the defen-
dant A. B. Smythe Company, and its officers, employees,
agents and successors and all those acting in.concert

o# participation with any of them from 3
: (1) Refusing to make any dwelling
availablefto any'persoé on accbﬁﬁt of
race, color, religion or national 6rigin;
(2) Making, or caﬁsing to be made,

any statement with respect to the sale

or rental of a dwelling that indicates

Hagte



any preference, limitation or discrimina-

] -

tion based on race, color, religion-oxr

national origin; and

-
-—

(3) Failing or refusing ta take adequate
" affirmative steps to correct the efiect of

defendants' past discriminatory practices.
/Plaintiff further prays for such additional rxelief
/ .
“as the' interests of justice may require, together with

z

the coats aptl disbi®sements of this acticn.

JOUN N, MITCHELL
Attorney Generzal

JERRIS LEOWARD
Assistant Attorney General
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ROBERT B. KRUPANSKY
United States Attorney

FRANK E. SCHWELB
Attorney
Department of Justice
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