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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

WESTERN DIVISION 
 

INDEPENDENT LIVING CETNER OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES, et al., 

Defendants. 

 No. CV 12-551-FMO (PJWx)   
 
NOTICE OF RELATED CASES 
 
[C.D. Cal. Local Rule 83-1.3.1] 
 
 
Honorable Fernando M. Olguin 
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 For the reasons set forth in the attached Notice of Related Cases filed today in 

United States ex rel. Ling et al. v. City of Los Angeles et al., No. 11-cv-00974-PSG(JCx) 

(Ling), the United States informs the Court that the above-captioned action may be 

related to Ling. 
Dated:  January 31, 2018 Respectfully submitted, 

 
CHAD A. READLER 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
NICOLA T. HANNA 
United States Attorney 
DOROTHY A. SCHOUTEN  
Assistant United States Attorney 
Chief, Civil Division 
DAVID K. BARRETT, AUSA 
Chief, Civil Fraud Section 
MICHAEL D. GRANSTON 
SARA MCLEAN 
WILLIAM C. EDGAR 
ERIC SCHMELZER 
Attorneys, Civil Division 
United States Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
      /s/ Lisa A. Palombo  
LISA A. PALOMBO 
Assistant United States Attorney 
 
Attorneys for United States of America 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

WESTERN DIVISION 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ex rel. 
MEI LING and FAIR HOUSING 
COUNCIL OF SAN FERNANDO 
VALLEY, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES, a municipal 
corporation, and CRA/LA, a Designated 
Local Authority, a public entity, 

Defendants. 

 No. CV-11-00974 PSG (JCx)  
 
NOTICE OF RELATED CASES 
 
[C.D. Cal. Local Rule 83-1.3.1] 
 
 
Honorable Philip S. Gutierrez 
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The United States of America files this Notice pursuant to Local Rule 83-1.3.1.  

With the above-captioned action, the United States seeks damages and penalties from the 

City of Los Angeles (City) and CRA/LA, the successor entity to the Community 

Redevelopment Agency of Los Angeles (the CRA), under the False Claims Act (FCA), 

31 U.S.C. §§ 3729–3733, and common law.  The United States alleges, among other 

things, that the defendants knowingly presented and caused the presentment of false or 

fraudulent claims for payment or approval to the Department of Housing & Urban 

Development (HUD) for the construction or alteration of multifamily housing that did 

not comply with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794 (Section 

504); the Fair Housing Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 3601-3619 (the FHA); the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 12131–12213 (the ADA) and their implementing 

regulations; and the duty to affirmatively further fair housing, e.g., 24 C.F.R. § 91.225 

(2015) (the Federal Accessibility Laws).  The HUD Programs at issue are the 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership 

(HOME), Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS (HOPWA), Economic 

Development Initiative (EDI), and Neighborhood Stabilization programs.  This action 

was initially filed as a sealed qui tam action by whistleblowers, or “relators,” Mei Ling 

and the Fair Housing Council of San Fernando Valley.  The United States has now 

intervened and taken over responsibility for litigating the case. 

The present notice relates to a largely-settled action captioned Independent Living 

Center of Southern California, et al. v. City of Los Angeles, et al., No. 12-cv-551-FMO 

(PJWx) (hereafter Independent Living), filed by plaintiffs Independent Living Center of 

Southern California, Fair Housing Council of San Fernando Valley, and Communities 

Actively Living Independent and Free.  In support of its pending motion to dismiss here, 

the City argues the accessible housing claims involving the City “were previously 

litigated and resolved through a court approved and monitored settlement in the 

Independent Living Center of Southern California case.”  (Dkt. 128-1, City Mem. at p. 

1).  The defendants in Independent Living are the City, the CRA, and owners of sixty-
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one buildings that received federal assistance.  A copy of the Independent Living 

complaint is attached here.  The Independent Living plaintiffs allege the City and CRA 

discriminated against people with disabilities in violation of Section 504, the ADA, the 

FHA, and California law.  (Indep. Living, Second Am. Compl., ECF No. 98, ¶ 1).  

Specifically, the City and CRA failed to ensure their housing programs, which were 

developed or significantly assisted with federal, state, and local funds, were accessible to 

people with disabilities.  (Id. ¶ 2).1  The United States is not a party to the Independent 

Living case, which seeks monetary and injunctive relief for people against whom the 

City and CRA discriminated. 

According to the Independent Living plaintiffs’ second amended complaint, since 

at least 1974, the City has received HUD funds under the CDBG, HOME, ESG, and 

HOPWA programs.  (Id. ¶¶ 146–151).  That complaint alleges the City used these 

federal funds, along with state and local funds, to acquire property, finance, operate, 

build, or substantially alter tens of thousands of public housing units.  (Id. ¶¶ 152, 158).  

The Independent Living Plaintiffs allege the City and CRA “failed, and continue to fail, 

to take steps to ensure that [public housing] is accessible to people with disabilities or 

that any accessible units that exist are made available to people with disabilities.”  (Id. ¶¶ 

168) and that consequently, “people with physical disabilities have been and continue to 

be denied meaningful access to the [defendants’ public housing].”  (Id. ¶ 169).  For 

example, the Independent Living plaintiffs note that the City and CRA:  (1) failed to 

ensure that their buildings contained sufficient units accessible to people with mobility, 

auditory, or visual impairments; (2) failed to maintain policies, practices, or procedures 

to ensure that people with mobility, auditory, or visual impairments have meaningful 

access to public housing; (3) failed to monitor compliance with accessibility 

requirements in their public housing programs; (4) failed to maintain a list of accessible 

                                           
1 The individual owners in the Independent Living matter were named solely as 

necessary to effectuate any injunctive relief entered against the City and CRA.  (Indep. 
Living, Second Am. Compl., ECF No. 98, ¶ 3.) 
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units; (5) could not identify for the public any wheelchair-accessible or sensory-

accessible units; (6) could not describe for the public the accessibility features in their 

buildings; (7) failed to ensure that that contracts and regulatory agreements with 

developers, owners, and operators of publicly-assisted buildings included accessibility 

requirements sufficient to comply with federal and state law; and (8) failed to exercise 

oversight over such developers and owners.  (Id. ¶¶ 168–186).  The City and CRA 

entered into settlements with the Independent Living plaintiffs on July 29, 2016, and 

September 6, 2017, respectively.  Still pending in that case are claims against the 

individual building owners, which are the subject of a pending motion for judgment on 

the pleadings.  (Indep. Living, ECF No. 606).  

Pursuant to Local Rule 83-1.3.1, the parties shall file a Notice of Related Cases 

“whenever two or more civil cases filed in this District:  (a) arise from the same or 

closely related transaction, happening, or event; (b) call for determination of the same or 

substantially related or similar questions of law and fact; or (c) for other reasons that 

would entail substantial duplication of labor if heard by different judges.”  The FCA 

action before the Court here calls for a determination of substantially related or similar 

questions of law and fact to those raised in the Independent Living complaint.  

Specifically, the underlying false conduct by the City and CRA in both cases is a failure 

to make its federally-assisted housing accessible to people with disabilities.  (U.S. 

Compl. in Intervention, ECF No. 137, ¶¶ 196–215, 276–301).  The buildings at issue in 

this FCA action are a subset of the buildings at issue in the Independent Living matter.2  

Like the plaintiffs in Independent Living, moreover, the United States alleges the City 

and CRA failed to enforce the Federal Accessibility Laws and systematically failed to 

make federally-assisted projects accessible.  (E.g., id. ¶¶ 183–95).  For instance, the 

United States alleges the City and CRA:  (1) failed to ensure their buildings contained 

sufficient units accessible to people with mobility, auditory, or visual impairments, (id. 

                                           
2 Because the Independent Living matter includes buildings assisted with funds 

other than federal grant money, the number of buildings in that matter are larger. 
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¶¶ 184–85; Attach. C. to the Compl. in Intervention); (2) did not maintain an accurate list 

of accessible units or a centralized wait list for housing for people with disabilities, (id. 

¶¶ 200, 205–06); (3) had little idea whether and where compliant units might be, (id. ¶¶ 

199, 202); (4) made no effort to communicate effectively with people with disabilities 

about the existence or availability of accessible units (to the extent any existed), (id. ¶ 

203); (5) allowed people who do not have disabilities to live in accessible units, (id. ¶ 

204); (6) made no effort to match accessible units with people in need of those units’ 

features, (id. ¶ 205); and (7) did not ensure subrecipients of HUD funds were meeting 

the federal accessibility requirements.  (Id. ¶ 215).3  Additionally, like the Independent 

Living matter, this matter concerns issues regarding the CRA pertaining to the 

dissolution law which dissolved the former agency and any successor liability.  (Id. ¶¶ 

28–62); Indep. Living v. City of Los Angeles, 205 F. Supp. 3d 1105, 1110–15 (C.D. Cal. 

2016).    

Accordingly, the two civil cases appear to call for the determination of at least 

some substantially related or similar questions of law and fact, and for other reasons 

could entail substantial duplication of labor if heard by different judges.  The United 

States therefore submits this Notice of Related Cases.    

 

                                           
3 See paragraphs 264 through 301 of the United States’ Complaint in Intervention 

for a description of the CRA’s failures to make its housing accessible. 
ATTACHMENT 6

Case 2:12-cv-00551-FMO-PJW   Document 614-1   Filed 01/31/18   Page 5 of 49   Page ID
 #:9687



 

5 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

Dated:  January 31, 2018 Respectfully submitted, 
 
CHAD A. READLER 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
NICOLA T. HANNA 
United States Attorney 
DOROTHY A. SCHOUTEN  
Assistant United States Attorney 
Chief, Civil Division 
DAVID K. BARRETT, AUSA 
Chief, Civil Fraud Section 
MICHAEL D. GRANSTON 
SARA MCLEAN 
WILLIAM C. EDGAR 
ERIC SCHMELZER 
Attorneys, Civil Division 
United States Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
      /s/ Lisa A. Palombo  
LISA A. PALOMBO 
Assistant United States Attorney 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff United States of 
America 
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