
OlWlNANCE 2006-18 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION RELIEF ACT ORDINANCE 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAZLETON AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. TITLE 

This chapter shall be lozow~z a~zd lilay be cited as tlze "City of Hazleto~z Illegal Inznzigratiolz 
ReliefAct Ordinance. " 

SECTION 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 

The People of tlze City of Hazletolz find and declare: 

A. Tlmt state and federal law reqzlire tlzat certain colzditions be met before a 
persolz nzajt be atrthorized to worlc or reside in this couiztiy. 

B. Tlzat tazla~fill ~~orlcers nrzd illegal aliens, as defi~zed bjt this ordinaizce and 
state and federal law, do not izornzally lizeet such colzditio~ls as a matter of law 
~ ~ l z e n  present in tlze City of Hazleton. 

C. That tlrzlawjirl e~i~ploj~nzent, tlze Izarboring of illegal aliens in d~jelliizg zrizits in 
the City ofHnzletolz, and crinze co~inilitted by illegal alielzs hanil tlze Aealtlz. 
safety and welfare of autlzorized US workers and legal residents in the City of 
Hazleton. Illegal i~izn~igratio~z leads to higlzer cri~ize rates, subjects ozrr 
hospitals to fiscal Aardslzip and legal reside~zts to szlbstaizdard quality of care. 
coiztiibzrtes to other bttrdeel~s oil public seivices, i~zcreasi~zg tlzeir cost and 
dinzi~tishi~lg tlzeir aitailabilit)~ to legal reside~zts, and di~iiiizishes our oilerall 
quali~t  of life. 

D. That tlze City ofHazletoll is autlzorized to abatepublic nuisa~zces aiid 
enzpowered and rizandated bjt tllepeople of Hazleton to abate the nztisance of 
illegal i~izinigr'atio~z bjt diligeizt~tprohibitiizg tlze acts andpolicies that facilitate 
illegal i~nmigr'atio~z in a nzaizizer colzsiste~zt with federal law and tlze objectiites 
of collgress. 

E. Tlzat United States Code Title 8, subsection 1324(a)(l)(A)prohibits tlze 
lzarboring of illegal aliens. Tlze proi~isioiz of housing to illegal aliens is a 
fuizdamental conzpoizerzt of harboring. 

F. T/lis ordilzaizce seelcr to sectwe to tlzose lawfullypresent i~z t1ze United States 
and t11is City, whetlzer or izot thejt are citizens of tlze United States, the riglzt to 
live in peacepee fianz tile tlzreat cri~ne, to erzjoy tlzepltblic servicesprovided 
by tlzis city ~~itlzozlt being burdened by tlze cost ofprovidi~zggoods. szqpovt and 
se~vices to aliens la~la~filllyprese~lt ill tlze United States, a~zd to befi-ee of tlze 
debilitating effects on their ecoizonzic and social well being ilizposed bjt tlle 



inflzuc of illegal aliens to tlzefirllest extent that tlzese goals can be aclzieved 
consiste~zt wit11 the Co~lstitutiorz andLaws of tlze United States and tlze 
Coiiznzo~zwealtlz of Peni~sylvania. 

G. Tlie City shall not construe this ordiria~lce toprohibit t11e renderi~ig of 
elilergei2c)t nzedical care, emergency assistance, or legal assistance to aizj~ 
person. 

SECTION 3. DEFEVITIONS 

W7ze1z used in this cllaptel; the following words, ternu a~zdphrases sliall have tlze nzea~zi~~gs 
ascribed to tliern herein, aild shall be corlstr~ledso as to be coizsiste~it witlz state and federal 
law, ilicludi~zg federal i~nnzigration law: 

A. "B~isilzess entity" nzea~zs alzyperson or group ofpersoilsperfor~izi~zg or 
e~zgagiizg in ally activity, enterprise, professioi~, or occ~lpatio~z for gain, 
beliefit, adva~ztage, or li~~elihoocl, whetlzer for profit or not forprofit. 

( I)  The tel-111 btrsi~~ess entity shall iizcltrde but not be li~~iited to self- 
enzployed i~zdividlrals, part~zerships, corporatio~ls, contractors, aizd 
s~rbcontractom. 

(2;) The ten11 b~isi~zess entity shall irlclude ary bzrsi~zess entity tlzatpossesses 
a b~rsil~esspernzit, any busilzess e~ltity tlzat is exerlzpt by lanrfi.0111 
obtair~i~zg szrch a bzrsiizesspernlit, and aiiy busirless entit)? that is 
operatilig u~ilawjillly withozrt szlch a birsinesspeniiit. 

B. "Cit~!" ~izea~is the City ofHazleto11. 

C. "Contractor" nlealzs a pelsoiz, er~zployel; szrbco~ltractor or b~rsiness entity that 
enters into an agreenzent toperforr~z any seivice or work or to provide a 
certaiizprocltrct ill eschange for ~~aluable coi~sideratio~l. This defiizitio~z shall 
i~lclzide but not be liii~ited to a subco~ztractor; cofztract enzployee, or a 
reci-zriting or stafing entity. 

D. "Illegal Alieri " lilearzs an alieri who is ~zot la~lfilllypresent in tlze United States, 
according to the ten~zs of U~zited States Code Title 8, sectio~z I1 01 et seq. The 
City shall not conclzrde tliat apersoil is an illegal alien zr~zless aizd trlltil ail 
authorized represeiztntive of the City 11as verified wit11 tlze federal golIenlmelit, 
pulazrarzt to United States Code Title 8, slrbsectiolz 1373(c), that tlieperson is 
arz alien who is not lawfirllypresent ilz the United States. 

E. "U~zlawfirl ~~orlcer" ilzealls apersoil who does rzot have tlle legal right or 
azrtlzorizatio~i to ~ ~ o r l c  due to an i~~zpedirize~lt in a~l)iprovisio~l offederal, state 
or local law, inclzrdiizg but not liniited to a niiiior disqualified by nonage, or an 



unautlzorized alien as defined bjr United States Code Title 8, s~rbsectio~~ 
1324a(1)(3). 

F. "Work" nzeans ~ I J J J  job, task, enzployii~ent, labol; personal seivices, or any 
otlzer activity for which conzpensatio~z isprovided, expected, or due, i~zclzrdi~zg 
but not linzited to all activities conducted by busi~zess entities. 

G. "Basic Pilot Progra~l~ " lizeails tlze electronic verz~catio~z of worlc authoiization 
program of tlze Illegal hiznzigration Reforriz aizdhiznzigratio~z Respo~lsibility 
Act of 1996, P.L. 104-208, Division C, Section 403(a); United States Code 
Title 8, s~rbsection 1324a, and operated bjj tlze United States Departn~ent of 
Hoinela~zd Security (or a sticcessorprograln established by tlze federal 
govemn~e~zt.) 

SECTION 4. BUSmESS PERMITS, CONTRACTS, OR GRANTS 

A. It is tri~lawfirl for anjr bzisi~~ess entity to recnrit, hire for en~ployn~ent, or continue to 
enploj~, or topernzit, dispatch, or irwti~lct a~zyperson M J ~ O  is an u111a~ful ~~orlcer to 
perfornz M J O ~ ~  i~z whole orpart witlii?~ the City. Evely b~rs i~~ess  elztity that applies for a 
buisi~zesspen~zit to engage irl any type of work in the City shall sigiz ail afidavit, 
prepared by the City Solicitor, a f i n ~ z i ~ ~ g  that tlzey do not lnlowi~zglj~ utilize t l~e  senrices 
or hire a1g1perso1z wlzo is an 11111a~fifill ~vorlcer: 

B. E~lforcenzei~t: T l~e  Hazleton Code E~zfolren~erzt Ofice shall elforce the requirements 
of tlzis sectio~z. 

(I)  A I ~  e~folrerize~~t action shall be initiated bjr means of a written signed 
conplai~~t  to tlze Hazleton Code Ellforcement Ofice submitted by any City 
oficial, btlsiizess entity, or City residetzt. A valid conzplai~zt shall inclzrde ail 
allegation M~llich describes the alleged violator(s) as well as the actio~is 
constituti~~g tlze violatio~~, and tlze date and location where sucl~ actions 
occurred 

(2) A co~~zplai~zt which alleges a lriolatio~~ solely orprir~~arily or1 tlze basis of 
national origin, etlz~~icity, or race shall be deenzed ini~alid and shall not be 
enforced. 

(3) Upo~z receipt of a valid conzplai~~t, the Hazletoi~ Code E~lforcenzelzt Ofice 
shall, wit11i11 tlzree blrsi~zess days, request identity i1lfor7nation fi.0112 the 
b~rsiizess entii)~ regarding alzypersorzs alleged to be tnzla~fi11 worlcers. Tlze 
Hazleto~z Code E~lforcenze~~t Ofice shall s~ispe~zd the b1isi1zessper11zit of a~zjr 
busitless entit)? which fails, wit11i1l tllree busi~zess dajts after receipt of the 
request, to provide strclz i~lfornzatio~~. III i~~sta~zces lu11ere an tn~lawfid worker 
is alleged to be an unatrtlzorized alien, as defined in United States Code Title 8, 
szrbsectio~z 1324a(l1)(3), the Hazleto~z Code Eilforcen~eizt Ofice shall s~rbnzit 
identiqr data required by the federal gover~zme~zt to verifi, pursuant to United 



States Code Title 8, sectiarz 1373, tlze inmigration statzrs of stlchperso~z(s), 
and shallprovide tlze bzrsiness erztity wit11 wriffe~z confirnzatioiz of that 
iw?jicatio~z. 

(4) llze Hazleto~z Code Enforcenzent Ofice shall sztspe~zd the bzrsi~less perr~lit of 
any bzlsilzess entity wlliclz fails to correct a violatio~z of tlzis section within three 
bzrsirless dajt~ after ~zotifcatio~z of the violation bjt the Hazleton Code 
E~iforcenzent Ofice. 

(5) Tl~e  Hazleton Code E~forcenle~lt Ofice slzall not szrsperld tile bzrsi~zess pennit 
of a bzlsilzess erztigi $prior to the date of t11e iliolation, tlze bzrsi~less eiltity Rad 
ilerified tlze worlc alttl~orization of the alleged zmla~firl ~~orlcer(s) irsi~zg tlze 
Basic Pilot Progranz. 

(6) Tlze szisperlsiolz sl~all ter~~zinate one bzwilzess day after a legal representative of 
the bzlsiness entity sub~~zits, at a City ofice designated by tlze City Solicitor, a 
S W O I ~ Z  afidavit stating that the violation has ended 

(a) Tile afidavit shall i~zclzlde a description of the specific nzeasures and 
actio~ls talcen by tlte business e~ztiot to end the i~iolatio~z, aild shall 
i~zclude t11e nanle, address and otl~er adequate ide~ztfii~zg i12fDn1zatiorz 
of the lr~zlawfill worlcew related to tlze conlplailzt. 

(b) Where two or 11zore of the zr~zla~firl ~~orlcee15 were verified bjt tlze federal 
go~~ernnzent to be unautlzorized aliens, tlze legal representative of the 
bzrsilzess eiltity shall szrbmit to the Hazleton Code Elforcenle~~t Ofice, 
in additiolz to theprescribed afidavit, doclu~ze~ztation acceptable to t l~e  
Cit)~ Solicitor 1vIzich co~~firllzs that the business eittity has enrolled in 
and willparticipate in the Basic Pilot Progranz for the dzrratiorz of tlie 
1~alidiQ1 of the bzrsi~zessperllzit granted to tlze bzrsilless e~~ti ty .  

(7) For a seco~ld or szlbsequent violation, t1ze Hazleton Code E~forcenze~~t Ofice 
shall slrspelld tlze busi~zesspe~~zit of a bzrsiness entity for a period of twenty 
days. After tile end oftlze szrspensia~~ period, and zlpo~z receipt of t11e 
prescribed afidai~it, tile Hazleton Code Elforcen~ent Ofice slzall reillstate the 
bzrsi~less pernzit. Tlze Hazletoil Code E~lforcer?zelzt Ofice s11all fo~ward the 
afidailit, conzplaint, and associated doczrnzerzts to tlze appropriate federal 
elforcenze~zt agency, pzlrszralzt to U~zited States Code Title 8, sectiolz 1373. IIZ 
the case of a11 unlawfid worlcer disqualified by state law not related to 
i~~lnzigratioiz, tlze Hazleton Code E~forcenze~lt Ofice shall forward the 
afidailit, conzplaint, and associated docunze~zts to tlze appropriate state 
e~lforcenze~zt agency. 

C. All agencies of the City shall erzrall andparticipate in the Basic Pilot Program. 



D. As a coizditioiz for tlze award of any City co~ztract or grant to a bzrsirzess entity for 
which tlze value of enzplo)~nze~zt, labor or; personal services sliall exceed $10,000, tlie 
blrsilzess entity shallprovide docunze~ztotioli coi$r~lzi~ig its e~zroll~ne~lt and 
participatio~z i~z tlze Basic Pilot Progranz. 

E. Private Cazrse of Action for U~fairl j~ Discl~arged Enzployees 

(I) Tlze discharge of any e~nployee who is not an lazlawftrl worlcer by a bzrsi~zess 
entity i~z tlze City is an unfair btrsi~lesspractice if; 011 the date of tlze discharge, 
tlze btrsi~zess entity was ilotparticipati~zg in tlze Basic Pilotprogram and tlze 
blrsi~less entity was e~nployi~ig an unlawfirl worlcee 

(2;) Tlie discharged worlcer shall have aprivate cazrse of action against tlze 
busilzess entity for the zr~fair btlsiizesspractice. The btrsiness entity fotllzd to 
have violated tliis strbsectio11 slzall be liable to the aggrieved enzployee for: 

(a) tlzree ti~lzes tlze actual da~lzages szrstai~zed by the enzployee, i~zcl~rdi~~g 
but not li~liited to lost wages or co1~1pe~zsatio1zfjon2 the date of tlze 
discl~arge until the date the einployee hasprocured new enlploynzent at 
an equivalelzt rate of conzpelzsatio~z, zip to apeviod of one lluridred and 
twlelzty days; atid 

(b) reasonable attorney's fees and costs. 

SECTION 5. HARBORING ILLEGAL ALIENS 

A. It is urllawfirl for ariypersolz or blrsiiless entity that owrzs a dwelling lr~iit i~z tlze City to 
harbor an illegal alien in tlze dwelling zozit, lnzowi~zg or in reclcless disregard of the 
fact tliat an alien has conze to, entered, or remairis in tlze United States in violatioli of 
law, zozless szrch harborirzg is otlzeiwise expressly pernlitted by federal law. 

(I) Fo?. tliepzrlposes of tlzis sectiolz, to let, lease, or re~zt a dwelling inzit to an 
illegal alien, l n i o ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  or in reckless disregard of tlze fact tlzat an alien has 
conze to, entered, or renzai~zs ill the U~iited States in violatio~z of law, shall be 
deenied to co~istitute harboring. To szrffer orpernzit tlze occlrpaizcy of tlze 
dwelling zr~iit by ail illegal alien, lniowi~lg or ill reckless disregard of the fact 
that a11 alien has conze to, e~ztered or renzailw ill tlze U~zited States in violati011 
of law, shall also be deenled to constitute harboring. 

(2) A separate violation shall be deenzed to Rave been coninzitted on each day that 
strch harbori~zg occurs, and for eaclz arltrlt illegal alien harbored in the 
dwelli~zg triiit, begiizlzing oize bzrsi~less day after receipt of a rzotice of violati011 
f jon~ tlze Hazleton Code E~forcenzent Ofice. 

(3) A separate violatio~z of this sectio~z shall be deenzed to have been conu~zitted for 
each busilzess daj~ on which tlie o~lrzer fails toprovide tlze Hazleton Code 



E~lfolrer,zent Ofice wit11 ide~ztity data needed to obtain a federal verification of 
inznzigr-ation stattrs, begi~zning three days after tlze owlzer receives written 
~zoticefiom tlze Hazleton Code E~forcenzent Ofjice. 

B. E~iforcement: Tlze Hazleto~z Code E~ljbrcenze~zt Ofice slzall enforce tlze requiremerits 
of this section. 

(I)  A11 e~lforcenzelzt actio~z shall be initiated bji nzealzs of a written signed 
coilzplaint to tlze Hazleto~z Code E~lforceme~lt Ofice szib~lzitted by any ofjicial, 
blrsiizess entity, or residenf of the Cit)~. A ilalid co~lzplai~zt shall ilzchide an 
allegation wliich describes the alleged violator(s) as well as tlze actioizs 
constitutilzg the violatio~z, and tlle date and locatio~z wlzere such actions 
occta-red 

(2) A conlplai~zt wlziclz alleges a violation solel~r orprinzarily on tlze basis of 
national origin, etlznicity, or race slzall be deented invalid and shall not be 
ellforced 

(3) Upon receipt of a i~alid written conzplai~lt, tlze Hazletolz Code E~llforcenzent 
Ofice shall, pursuant to United States Code Title 8, sectioiz 1373(c), verzfi 
with tlze federal governnzelzt tlze in~nligratio~z status of a pelson seeking to toe, 
occ~rpy, lease, or rent a du~elling zntit in tlie Cit)~. Tlie Hazleto~i Code 
E~tforcement Ofice shall subnzit identity data required by the federal 
goiJernnzelzt to verzfi inznzigratio~z status. Tlze City shall fol-~jard identity data 
proi~ided by tlze owner to tile federal goverlzlllelzt, and shallproi~ide tlze 
property owner with written co17fimliation of tliat i~erificatiorz. 

(4) Ifafterfive blisi~zess dajls followi~zg receipt of written tzotice fi.0111 the City that 
a ijiolatio~z lias occtirred and tlzat the inznzigratioiz status of anj~ alleged illegal 
alien has bee11 verified, ptirstraizt to United States Code Title 8, sectio~z 
1373(c), tlze owner of t l~e  dwelli1zg icnit fails to correct a violatio~l of this 
sectio~z, tlze Hazleton Code Ellforceme~~t Ofice shall deny or suspend tlze 
rental lice17se of tlze dwelling unit. 

(5) For tl~eperiod of szrspeiision, t l~e  owner of tlze dwelling zrizit slzall not be 
per~ltitted to collect any rent, pajinzent, fee, or ally otlzer for111 of co~~lpe~lsatio~l 
fionz, or on behalfof; any terza~zt or occtpalzt in t1ze dwelli~tg lazit. 

(6) Tlze denial or szispe~zsio~z shall terminate one busi~less day after a legal 
representative of tlze d~~ellilzg u~zit ownerslrb~~lits to the Hazleton Code 
E~lforcenzent Ofjice a sworn afidavit stati~zg tlzat each and eve?>) violation has 
e~zded Tlze afidavit shall i~iclzide a description of tlze speczfic nzeasures and 
actions talcen b j ~  the blrsirzess entity to elid tlie violatio~z, and shall ilzclzide tlze 
Izanle, address and otlzer adeqtmte ide~ztifyi~lg i~for~nntion for tlze illegal aliens 
who were t11e subject of the conzplaint. 



(7) llze Hazletoiz Code Eilforcenzeizt Ofice shall foiward the afidavit, coiizplaint, 
and associated docuilzeizts to tlze appropriate federal eiforcenzent ageizcjr, 
pzrrszmnt to Uizited States Code Title 8, sectiaiz 1373. 

(8) Aizy d~!elliizg unit owner who conznzits a second or strbseqzrent violation of this 
sectioiz shall be subject to afiize of two lnazdred aizdfifgr dollars ($250) for 
each separate violation. Tlze suspeizsiolz provisiolzs of tlzis sectioiz applicable to 
a p s t  violatiolz shall also apply. 

(9) Upoiz tlze request o fa  dwellii~g zrlzit owrzet; tlze Hazletolz Cocle Ellforcenzelzt 
Ofice shall, pzllszialzt to United States Code Title 8, sectioiz 1373(c), verify 
witlz tlze fedemlgovenzn~ent the lawfill inzinigratiolz stat~rs of aperson seekilzg 
to use, occzlpjr, lease, or rent a dwellillg tinit iiz tlze City. Tl~epei~alties in this 
sectioiz shall not apply in t11e case of dwelliilg ziizit occzpai~ts ~lltose statzis as 
aiz alieiz lawfirllypreseizt i i ~  t1ze Uizited States 11as beer1 verified. 

SECTION 6. CONSTRUCTIONAhD SEVERABILITY 

A. Tlze requirei?zeizts and obligatiolzs of this section slzall be inzplelizeizted iiz a nalzner 
fully colzsister~t wit11 federal in141 iegzllati~zg iiiz~nigration at~rlprotectiizg tlze civil riglzts 
of all citizeizs oizd aliens. 

B. Ifallypart ofprovisioiz of tlzis Clzapter is in coizj'7ict or iizcolzsistent with applicable 
~rovisions o f  federal or state statutes. or is otheiwise held to be iizi!alid or 

2 ,  

trlzeilforceable bjl any court of conzpeteizt jzrrisdictioiz, szrch part ofprovision shall be 
suspended and szlperseded by such applicable laws or re,qilatiol~s, and the renzainder 
of illis Clzapter siall not be affected %ereby. 

- 

~ 
1 ORDAINED by Colrncil this 12"' day ofSeptembel; 2006, 

~ /s/ Joseplr Ynrrrrzreei, Courrcil Presiderrt 

I, Lisa A. Slzema, Cozlizcil Clerlc of the City of Hazletoiz, do herebjr certify that tlzis is a tnle 
and correct copy of Ordinarzce 2006-18, wlzich was adopted bjr Cigr Cotrlzcil oil the 12'" day 
of Septeinbe~; 2006. 

Giver] under i11y hand and tlze Seal oftlze City ofHazleto11, Cotrlzty oflzrzerrze, 
Comnzol~wealtlz ofPeizizsylvalzia, this 11'" dajr of October, 2006. 



ORDINANCE 2006-19 
OFFICIAL ENGLISH ORDINANCE 

I I BE IT OORAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAZLETONAS FOLLOWS: 

I (SECTION 1. TITLE 

I I This chapter shall be I ~ ~ O M J I Z  and nlay be cited as the "City ofHaz1et01~ Oficial E~iglislz 
Ordi~zance. " 

I I SECTION 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 

I I The People of the City of Hazleto~z find and declare: 

A. Tlzat tlze E~zglish laizguage is the conznzoiz laizgmage of the Cit)~ of Hazleton, of 
tlze Coinnzo~z~~ealtIz ofPe~z~zs)rh~ania and of tlze United States. 

B. Tlzat tlze use of a co~zzrizo~z ia~zgzlage removes barriers of nrisz~zderstandig and 
helps to unzfi tlzepeople of Ciiy ofHazleto~z, tlze Conzn~on~~ealtl~ of 
Pelznsyh~ania, and the U~zited States, and helps to erzable tlrefrlll ecorzonlic and 
civicparticipation of all its citizens, regardless of rzatiorzal origin, creed, race 
or other characteristics, aild tlilus a coilzpelli~zg govenri~rerrtal irzterest exists in 
promoting, presen~ing, arzd strengthe~li~~g the use of the E~zglisA la~lguage. 

C. Tl~atproficiency in the English language, as well as irz la~zgcmages otlrer tl~arz 
the English la~zguage, benefits the Cily of Hazleto~z botlz econonrically a~zd 
czmltz~mlly and shotlld be erzcouraged 

D. That, in additio~z to any other wajis topronzoteproficiei~cy iiz the English 
la~zgzmge, tlie govenlnzent of tile City ofHazleto~z canpronzoteproficie~zcy in 
English by zlsiizg the E~~llglislz la~zguage in its oficial actioils and activities. 

E. That in today's nzodenz societ)~, tile Cit)~ of Hazleto~z nzay also need toprotect 
andpresen~e the riglzts of tl~ose t ~ ~ h o  spealc only the English language to use or 
obtain govenznze~ztalpragra~~~s and benefits. 

F. That the goverwzent of the City of Hazleto~~ car1 reduce costs a~zdpro~~lote 
eficie~zcy in its roles as en~ploj~er and as a gover~znle~zt of tl~epeople, by rrsirlg 
the English la~~gzlage in its oficial actioizs and activities. 

I / SECTION 3. OFFICIAL ENGLISHDECLAR4TION 



B. Tlze City Cozrircil, Mayo?; and ofjicials of tlte City of Hazleton shall take all steps 
necessary to iillstcre tlzat the role ofEnglish as tlze commo~~ la~rgxiage of tlre City of 
Hazleton is preserved and elzha~lced. 

C. Tlze goverlznzent City of Hazletolr shall ~~zalce rzopolicy that dilizinislzes or ignores tlze 
role of Englislr as tile cotil~llol~ latzgziage of tlie City of Hazleton. 

D. Official actions of the City of Hazleton that bind or conznzit tile City of Hazleton or 
that give tlze appearance ofpresellti~zg tlze oficial views orpositioir of tlze City of 
Hazleton shall be taken in the English langxage, arrd in no other language. Unofficial 
or non-binding tra~~slations or explanations of oficial actio~zs nlay be provided 
separatelj] in lallgzcages other tlialz E~lglisli, ifthey are appropriately labeled as szich 
and reference is nrade to a nzetl~od to obtai~r the oficial action; tiirless othelwise 
requilYed ~ J I  federal law or tlze law of the Comnio~zwealtlr of Peilnsylvarzia, iloperso~z 
has a ri~lzt to such an trirofficial or tzon-biildi~rg. trarlslatiolz or explanation, and no ... .., - 
liabilit)~ or contnzitnzent of tlie City of Hazletoiz shall be based on szlch a trallslation or 
expla?lation. 

E. No ordinance, decree, progravz, orpolicy of tlie City of Hazleton or any of its 
subdii~isions shall require the zise of any lallguage otlrer t11an E~zglish for any 
doczcnrents, regrrlations, orders, h.a~lsactio?zs, proceedings, nleeti~rgs, progranzs, or 
publicatiolls, except as provided ill Sectiorl4. 

F. A person who spealm o n l ~ ~  the English langxcage sl~all be eligible to participate in all 
progranzs, benefits and opportrcnities, i~rclrlding e~t~ploy~yll~e~lt, provided by the City of 
Hazletolr and its srrbdii~isio~zs, except ~ ~ l z e n  required to spealc atzotlier la~iguage as 
provided in Section 4. 

G. No law, ordi~la~zce, decree, progranl, orpolicy of the City of Hazleto~z or any of its 
stibdivisioils shall pe~zalize or inlpair the riglzts, obligatio~is or opporttr~~ities available 
to anyperson solely because apersolr speaka o~lly tlte English language. 

SECTION 4. EXCEPTIONS 

Tile City of Hazleto~r and its szcbdiilisions nzay ztse a la~zgzcage ot7rer than Englislz for any of 
tlre followi~zgpzirposes, ~~llethel- or not tlte tise would be consideredpart of a11 ofjicial action: 

A. To teach or encourage t11e leariri~lg of languages otkzer tlmn Eizglislr. 

B. To protect tlze public lzealtlz or safety. 

C. To teach E~rglish to tliose w11o are rrotflue~rt in tlie lalrgzcage. 

D. To conlply wit11 tihe Native Altlericalr Lalrgzrages Act, tile Individuals with 
Disabilities Edtccatioir Act, tlze Voting Riglits Act, or n l z~~  otller federal law or 
law of tlze Conlnio~rl~~ealtlz of Penizsjllvania. 



E. To protect the riglzts of cri~lzi~zal defelzdants and victirns of crime. 

I I F. Topronzote trade, conrnterce, and tourisnt. 

G. To create orpronzote nzottos or designations, ir~scribepziblic nzontalzerzts, and 
pe~fornt otlrer acts ilzvolvii~g tl7e czistoma~y zise of a la~zgziage other tliafz 
English. 

I I H. To utilize ternzs of art or ternzs orp/zrasesfi.onz ot/zer larzgimages i~)Izielz are 
conzntonlj~ zised in conznzrcfricatiofzs othe~wise iiz English. 

SECTION 5. PRNATE USE PROTECTED 

The declaration and use of Elzglish as the official la~zgiage of the City of Hazletoiz shotlld not 
be co~tsh-ned as i~lfi.ilzgi'~rg zp011 tlze rigltts of a~zjrperson to use a lalrgzlage other tltalz English 
in private con~nttrlzicatio~ts or actions, i~rclzldi~rg tlze riglrt of govenzme~zt officials (ilzclzldi~zg 
elected officials) to conznzzilzicate with otlzers while izotpe1for~ol.1,rilzg official actioits of tlze City 
of Hazletolz. 

I / SECTION 6. INTERPRETATION 

Nothing in this ordina~tce shall be interpreted as co~zjlictirzg iuitlz the statutes of t/re Uizited 
States, or the laws of the Co~~zmoizwealth of Pennsyh~ania. 

I I SECTION 7. SE  WRABILITY 

Ifany part orprovision of tlzis Cltaptel: or tlte applicability of a~zyprovisio~t to anyperson or 
ci~ct~llzsta~zce, is Iteld to be i~tvalid bjr a cozat of collpetentjrrrisdiction. tlze renzainder of tlzis 
Clzapter shall not be affected thelaby and slzall be given effect to tltefilllest exte~~tpracticable. 

ORDARVED by Council this 12'" day of Septembei; 2006. 

/s/JosepB Yannazzi, Courrcil President 

I, Lisa A. Slieina, Coufzcil Clerlc of tlze City of Hazleton, do hereby certzfi tlzat tlris is a bve  
a~zd correct copy of Ordinance 2006-19, which was adopted by City Cou~zcil orr tlie 12'" day 
of Septentbel; 2006. 

Given tilzder nzjr hand and the Seal of the City of Hazleton, Cozilzty of Lzrzel-ne, 
syl~~nrria, t/ris 11'" day ofOctober, 2006. 


