
(b )(6) , (b )(7)(C) 

UNITED STATES DEPART M ENT OF EDUCATIO N 
OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

32 OLD SLIP. 26m FLOOR 
N EW YORK . NE W YORK 10005 

TIMOTHY C. J. BL ,\;'; C IIARD 
DIR ECTOR 
NEW YORK OFFICE 

March 26, 2015 

Re: Case No. 02-15-2085 
State University of New York - Buffalo State College 

Dear (b )(6), (b )(7)(C) 

On !(b}(6} ,(b}(7)(C) I, the U.S. Department of Education , New York Office for Civil Rights 
(OCR) received the above-referenced complaint that you filed against the State University of 
New York (SUNY)- Buffalo State College (the College). You alleged that the Colle e failed to 
~nd promptly and equitably to the report of sexual assault that you made on (b)(6) ,(b)(7) 
~ . thereby subjecting you to a sexually hostile environment. OCR has determined that your 
allegation is appropriate for investigation. 

OCR is responsible for enforcing Title lX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), as 
amended , 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq. , and its implementing regulation at 34 C.F.R. Part 106, which 
prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex in programs and activities receiving financial 
assistance from the U.S. Department of Education (the Department). The College is a recipient 
of financial assistance from the Department. Therefore , OCR has jurisdictional authority to 
investigate this complaint under Title IX. 

Because OCR has determined that it has jurisdiction and that the complaint was filed in a timely 
manner , it is opening your allegation for investigation. Please note that opening the allegation 
for investigation in no way implies that OCR has made a determination with regard to its merit. 
During the investigation , OCR is a neutral fact-finder, collecting and analyzing relevant evidence 
from you , the recipient , and other sources , as appropriate. OCR will ensure that its investigation 
is legally sufficient and is dispositive of the allegation , in accordance with the provisions of 
Article III of OCR 's Case Processing Manual. 

OCR ' s goal is the prompt and appropriate resolution of the allegations contained in a complaint. 
OCR offers , when appropriate , an Early Complaint Resolution (ECR) process , similar to 
mediation , to facilitate the voluntary resolution of complaints by providing an early opportunity 
for the parties involved to resolve the allegation(s). Some information about the ECR process is 

711e Deparrmem of Education's mission is to pro111ote srude11t achieve111e111 and preparation for global competitiveness by 
f ostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access. 




